


TEK 

EfilNfeURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 


FoL 1826 . 




‘THJBI 


ebinb;or-gh 

ANNUAL REGISTER, 

POR. 1826 . 


VOL. NINTEENTH— PARTS 1. AND II. 

La s_ • 


EDlNBUHeH. 


Be 3(amc0 Vallan^ne anB tfa* 

Foil ARCmBAI>I> CONSTABLE ANI? CO. EDINBUBOHJ 
LONGMAN, HORST, REES, ORME, AND BROWN, LONDON; 
AND THE OTHflR l^ROPRIBirirffeS* 


1826 . 




P\RT I.— HISTORIC AI/. 


s 

CHAPTER I. 


OPENING QF 

period since tlie Rerolution, 

lights and shades which dis- 
dngnished the parties in and oiit o( 
power more indistinct and fade, than 
they have been for some years past. 
Indeed, since the^ast accession of 
Mr Canning to piyUr^' there has seefn- 
ed^to be an almdsrt; <\on>plete obli- 
teration of ancient party distinctions. 
Minister, by very rapid strides, had 
W^alized their whole system ; but, 
above all, they had succeeded in con- 
vincing the people of tl^eir anxious de- 
sire to lessen the public burdens, by 
every safe and practicable measure of 
ecbncmy npd retrenchment. Real prac- 
tical evils, whether in the administra- 
tion of mstice, or in the collection of 
the femiue, instead of being defended 
or palliated, were discounted or re- 
medied "by them ; and, instead of re- 
sisting every proposed measure which 
partook of the nature of change— fixing 
the country down to a point beyond 
which it could not advance,* they gave 
iSm scope and e?cnur.gement to the 
temperate spirit ol' real improvemant. 
By their measures, in short, so conge- 
nial to the feelings of the well-informed 
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oh all classes, tliey had conciliated and 
gained the support of public opinion ; 
and, as a consequence, in the midst jof 
distress, arising from the depression of 
trade, more general and intense than 
hiid ever before afHicted tbe nation, 
not a murmur of disaffection was tp be 
heard from one end of the kingdom to 
another. 

A Ministry so popular liad notWfig 
to dread fi-om the efforts of Oppo- 
sition. It had long apparent 

that, from causes which already Save 
been sufficiently investigated, the Op- 
position could have no mtional hopes, 
^ther from its connexion with the 
aristocracy, any hold it possessed of 
the public mind, or any^possible par- 
liamentary strategy, of Supplanting 
tbe party in power. So conscmns was 
the ^P^osition itself of this, that in 
1819, m iSSi'^’fi'vil hour, Jt formed an 
alliance iwith the Ultra-Reform or Ra- 
dical pai^ with the idea that popular 
fury might effect for the paily what the 
inclinations of the Monai*ch, and the 
good sense of the nation forbade. But, 
since iffbhei^ the paternal spirit of tbe 
Government ha(l operatecl a mighty 
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change; ot the j)«pulficp, 

whorliap thS^wtandftd of the 

OppQf^ioi), and gone loreimo that of 
the f^er party 
now a single ef- 

ffectiVo occupation, as an 
Opposijjon, ‘ was confined Ho nrgmg 
peeping improvements, which could 
not he undertaken without imminent 
hazard, and to claiming credit as being 
the originators of every liberal mea- 
sure brought forward* under Ministe- 
rial auspices. In general, however, 
the Opposition gave a cordial, and, at 
least apparently, disinterested support 
to Ministers ; to account for which, we 
must notice a great political change 
which, ever since the peace, had been 
silently operating in the opinions of 
the people. ^ 

While ancient distinctions were fast 
disappearing, the nation at large was 
gradually dividing itself into two new 
and very opposite parties, which we, 
in conformity to common parlance, 
shall denominate tlie Liberal and Anti- 
Liberal party ; — the former being in- 
tent upon such changes in our iitstitu- 
tions as, in their judgment, would be 
prudent and salutary ; the otlier having 
a A^re than Locrian antipathy to, and 
a sort of instinctive dread of all changes 
whatever. The latter are, necessarily, 
the champions of every existing abuse, 
and of evf*ry antiquated absurdity, no 
matter how revolting to tlie common 
sense of mankind; and apply, in all 
Cases, tlie poet^s maxim with regard to 
the dispensatiq^is of Providence, “what- 
ever is, is right,"' to the political ari-angc- 
ments of 'sbeiely. In their horror of 
innovation, they forget that the iig^iti- 
tutions and ^gages they'^^felTd are 
only innovations u])on others siiJl more 
ancient ; that but for changes Society 
never would have been moulded into 
its pi^esent form and tliat if maxiihs 
are to be venerated in proportion to 
their antiquity, we must seek iof the 
heau ideal of government ia th(» savage 


state. Tliey deride^ too, all tl^oricf^ 
in government and political economy ; 
forgetting that there is no existing po- 
sitive law or rule whatever, which is 
not bottomed on some tlicory or other. 
Before any society became artificial^ 
its members must hy'e been theonsts ; 
for why did they object themselyea, 
to regulations at ^1, but ^ipon theT< 
theory that ^lucli regulations wpuld con- . 
duce to their common advantage ? It 
is very remarkatie — and we would 
have the Anti-Liberals to reflect upon 
it — that when a nation first vontures^ 

. upon experiments in jxilitical economy, 
to procure to itself advantages which» 
would not accrue to it in tlie natural ' 
course of things, it is sure to err more 
egregiously than if it trusted^" w *the 
suggestions of its own common sense. 
This is very easily ac(*ounted for. The 
rulers of a semi-eivilized country are 
very apt to imagine, that tliere are ar- 
cana in the art of governing beyond the 
ken of ordinary mortals ; and, on the 
most crude and undigested specula- 
tions of utility, they set about con- 
straining everything out of its natu- 
ral channel, in order to produce Ar- 
tificially most mighty results. Con- 
sider what were tlie commercial regu- 
lations of England, in the time of 
the Plantagencts, and say, whether 
the most savage tribe of Soutii Sea 
islanders, who barter their pigs and 
])Oultry for the veriest baubles, are so 
absurdly governed, in matters of com- 
merce, as England was at the period 
we have alluded to ! However, it is 
the very theories founded in seaiii'bar- 
barous times, that our Anti-Liberals, 
by decrying all theories, would wish 
to jierpetuate. If the political economy 
of modern times lias credit for any ono 
tiling in particular, it is for having up- 
rooted the theViries engendered by the 
pseudo-wisdom.of b^arous ages, and 
the equally spurmus philosophy which 
succeeded it ; an<l for having referred 
the utility of aU rc‘gulalious to 
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standard *of common si^nse and expc- 
ri^ce. That modem political economy 
is marked by a ctfitain degree of fa- 
naticism and folly, we do not deny — 
that it is so marked, we shall soon have 
occasion to assert ; .but here sies the 
most extraordinary error of the Anti- 
Libex^l party, that, Vhile at perfect 
liberty to reject ^th, tliey, while af- 
‘Gacting to contemn all theories, most 
jpertinaciofisly and^igote(Jly (reason 
’not in the^east influencing their choice) 
adhere to such onlj^as were elabora- 
ted, when governmiehts, most imper- 
fectly informed, began, for the fii*st 
time, and without the necessary data, 
to speculate upon the subjects which 
pertain to the science of Government,* 
and absolutely reject those which per- 
sons in modern times, availing them- 
selves of the accumulated experience 
of ages, and with more matured reflec- 
tion, have attempted to establish — ^not 
that SHcch theories are fake, but simjdy 
because they are new. 

It may be seriously questioned, 
whether a party, professing dogmas so 
inational and hostile to the spirit of 
advancement, which js the animating 
pripciple of a free state, would ever 
nave attained iriueli consideration, had 
it not been that it had its representa- 
tives and champions in the Cabinet, as 
the Liberal party had also its. In truth, 
between the two parties the Cabinet 
was fairly divided ; and the preponder- 
ance of either had become an object of 
the same importance and concern to 
the nation, as the relative strength of 
the Whig and Tory parties used to be 
formei^. It was evident that the two 
Ministerial parties* could not long co- 
here; and that on either obtaining a 
decided ascendency, the one set of prin- 
ciples would necessarily Tamjuish the 
■other. • 

Of the Anti-Liberal party in the Ca- 
'binet, at the bead of which was the 
Lord Chancellor, it inay*be observed 
that most of its members were fnen 


who had been adojljted into offiep since 
the breaking out of tlm Faench revo* 
lutidnary^ar, with the^stupendous in- 
cidents connec^d with which, and cal- 
culations regarmng its final result, their 
minds had been wholly, engrossed* 
Even had they had any. natural dpti* 
tulla for acquiring the art of govern- 
ing, which is much to he douhfed, the 
nature of their education had pervert * 
ed or destroyed it. Their maxims of 
government, whether in peace or war, 
seemed to be summed up in the single 
word COERCION. Certain it is, that in no 
single instance did they ever display the 
sliglitest acquaintance with the science 
•or the systems which it was their custom 
to deride ; and it could not but he re- 
marked by the public, that, with all their 
horror of innovation, they had never re- 
sisted, hut, on the contrary, been at all 
times th0 foremost to propose and advo- 
cate any change (whether saiutary or 
not, is not at present the question,) 
which had a tendency to impair a popu- 
lar privilege, however ancient, or to give 
a new increase to the Crown’s influence 
or prerogative. Add to all this, the 
wlmle of them, with the exception of 
Lord Eldon, were men of the slendei*- 
est natural talents : and the all-engross- 
ing cares of his judicial oflice, it nspist 
he admitted, had disqualified him for 
being a statesman, and nv-de him a bigot. 

The Liberal party in the Cabinet, 
again, included and was headed by indi- 
viduals of the most distinguished talents 
the nation could boast of — Mr Canning 
and Mr Huskisson, men of comprehen- 
sive and vigorous minds, exempt* from 
the common prejudices of c^ste and par- 
ty; and whose bearings were^ll towards 
the side of civil and religious liberty, 
the^’^coimqxian between which and a 
nation’s prosperity, they perceived and 
were sinsible of. In short, their priin 
ciples and sentiments may be descri- 
bed as being truly and essentially Eng- 
lish. 

It^was objected to these statesmen,. 
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• pai'ticujarly Mr Htjkskissosri, timt they 
liad becoii3e«disqiples of a certaip school 
of ptdiiical economy, the df^gmafism 
and extravagance of i^otne bt whose 
doctrines — ^their untenable nature, so 
revolting ta all established o])inion8, 
had justly brought it into discredit and 
ridicule. Its upholders, in th^ vain db- 
sine of transcending in ingenuity those 
Who had preceded them, were coustantly 
inventing new theories, most irreconcil- 
able with eacli other, and opposed to 
the every-day observations of the rest 
of mankind. At the bottom of all their 
speculations, there seemed to be this 
strange postulutim^ that man was a 
being purely of reason, without any 
heart, and •possessed at most of only 
the passion or instinct of selfishness. 
It never occurred to them that man has 
a variety of passions and affections, 
which it would he irnpeacliing^he wis- 
<lom of the Author of his being to sup- 
pose he could divest himself o\\ with 
advantage to himself ; and that these 
not uii frequently turn awry, control, 
and even subdue, his selfishness; and at 
all times will and must materially in- 
fluence the conduct and course of hu- 
man affairs. By them, therefore, were 
mankind addressed as a set of beings 
altcjgether intellectual, only that they 
were inspired with selfishness, the in- 
dulgence of w,hich was made to con- 
stitute their summum honum on earth ; 
all as if society had never profit- 
ed by the disinterestedness, the pa- 
triotism, or any of the other virtues 
springing from the affections of its 
members. With such opinions of man- 
kind, these pdonoraists conceived that 
they could be brought to renounce, 
without reluctance, all their precon- 
ceived opinions, (feelings and attach- 
ments they were supposed to be witli- 
out,) at the mere of phildbophy ; 
and, fi'ora deference to the same autho- 
rity, and in despite of all previous ha- 
bits, at once to afjurc ancient theories 
aiid systems, and reconcile themselves 


to new and untried ones* Another 
great error of the sect was, that ail 
their maxims were unqualified aSd ab- 
solute, they making no allowance for 
the force of circumstances, arising out 
of ilie artificial arrangements of society, 
by which principles, the very truest in 
the abstract, musT, otj;asionalJy he* con- 
trolled, if both danypi* to the state and 
injustice to individuals are to be avoid-* 
ed; and thei| doctrilSes being ffius unsafe’ 
and uncompromising, were utterly im- ’ 
practicable. 

It was under tK? tutelage of this fa- 
natical sect, as we said before, that Mr 
Canning and Mr Huskisson were ac- 
cused of having placfnl themselves — an 
imputation which Inul no other ground 
to rest upon than tlui ignorance an<l 
bigotry of their oppom'uts ; /or nothing 
copld he more remote and foreign tlian 
an addiction to new-fangled doctrines 
and theori(*s was to the character of these 
two statesmen, whose public live-s had 
been spent almost entirely in combating 
the many specious novelties in politi- 
cal science, which the spirit of the times 
had engendered. In two j)oints only 
did they agree with the new scliool— • 
in not believing that the whole of pur 
system was absolutely perfect, and in 
believing that it admitted of some safe 
and salutary improvements; points upon 
which persons may conscientiously 
agree, while they as conscientiously dif- 
fer as to the nature and extent of the 
defects, and also as to the extent and 
nature of the remedies. 

There was a middle party in the Ca- 
binet, by which alone the two antago- 
nist portions of it were held tngeth.er 
in unnatural union. ' It may be*" said to 
have entirely consisted of the Premier, 
Lord Liverpool, and the Home Secre- 
tary, Mr Peel, who, though classed, in 
common parlance, witli the Anti-Libei*al 
party, chiefly from their hostility to Ca- 
tholic Emancipation, possessed a vigour 
of understanding which rejected the 
puerilities of their Anti-Liberal col- 
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leagues and, in most corttroverted 
.questions, wliether cff domestic or fo- 
reign policy, they tyipported tlie views 
of the liberal party. J3y tliis support, 
that party obtained the virtual ascend- 
ency, and were enabled to give a tone 
of their own to the general measures of 
Govei;nmcnt. 

The Wliigs, as '^j'e observed before, 
•"'being estranged in affection both fi'om 
tlie Crown and theft people^ bad their 
wh(>le hepfjs concentrated an the chance 
of some open schism between the two 
parties in the CahineHs^; and the natural 
course for them to pui*8ue, was to 
strengthen the Liberal one, whose prin- 
ciples best accorded with their own, in 
order to ensure the ultimate discom-* 
fiture of the Anti- Liberal one, between 
whom am} t|iemsolvt*8 there were irre- 
concilable differences both of opinion 
and sentiment. In supporting the Mi- 
nistry, then, in its general policy, they, 
in fact, only supported one of the par- 
ties composing it, and secretly, but very 
effec^tualiy, combated the other. 

Such was the state of parties when 
I\irl lament met on 2d February. It 
was opened by Commission ; on which 
occasion Lord Gifford, (the Lord Chan- 
cellot being absent, from indisposition,) 
as one of the Commissioners, delivered 
tlie following speech to both Houses : 

‘‘ My Ijords and Gentknien^ 

We are commanded by his Majesty 
to inform you, that his Majesty has 
seen with regret the embarrassment 
which has .occurred in the pecuniary 
tiansactions of the country since the 
close of the last session of Parliament. 

‘‘ Thisf embarrassment did not arise 
from any political events, either at 
home or abroad : it was not produced 
by any unexpected demand upon the 
public resources, nor by the apprehep- 
sion of any interruption to. the general 
tranquillity. 

Some of the causes to ydiich this 
evil must be attributed lie without tht^ 


reach of diract Parliamentary interpo- 
sition, nor can a security against 'tile 
recurrenc* of them be Ibund,* unless in 
the experience of the sufferings which 
they have occaifioned. 

“ But to a certain por.tion of this 
evil, correctives at least, if not effectual 
remedies, may be applied; and' his 
Majesty relies upon yout wisdom *o 
devise such measures as may tetid to ’ 
protect l>oth private and public inte- 
rests against the Kke sudden and vio- 
lent fluctuations, by placing on a more 
firm foundation the cuneiicy and circu- 
lating credit of tlie country. 

“ His Majesty continues to receive 
^Tom his Allies, and generally from all 
Forengn Princes and States, the strong- 
est assurances of their friendly disposi- 
tion towards his Majesty. His Ma- 
jesty on his part is constant and un- 
wearied m his endeavours to reconcile 
conflicting interests, and to recommend 
and cultivate peace both in the Old 
Worid and in the New. 

“ His Majesty commands us to in- 
form you, that, in pursuance of this 
policy, his Majesty's mediation has 
been successfully employed in the con- 
clusion of a treaty between the crowns 
of Portugal and Brazil, by which the 
relations of friendly intercourse, loyg 
interrupted between two kindred na- 
tions, have been restore^, and the in- 
dependence of the Brazilian empire has 
been formally acknowledged. 

His Majesty loses no opportunity 
of giving effect to the principles of trade 
and navigation, which have received 
the sanction of Parliament, and of- es- 
tablishing them, as far as'possible, by 
engagements with foreign. powers. 

“ His Majesty has directed to be 
laid before you a copy of a Conven- 
tion, framed on these principles, which 
has recently been concluded between 
his Majesty and the King of France ; 
and of a similar Convention, with tlie 
free Hanseatic cities of Lubcck, Bre- 
men, and Hamburgh.. 
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His Majesty has likewise directed 
to be laid. before you a copy of a treaty 
of amity, conamerce, and navigation, 
concluded between his Majesty and the 
Republic of Colombia; the ratifications 
of which have been exchanged since 
•the close of the last session. For the 
^sarryirig into effect some of the stipu- 
]gtions*of this treaty, his Majesty will 
•Aat^e need of your assistance. 

His Majesty regrets that he has 
not to announce to you the termiria- 
-tion of hostilities in India ; but the ope- 
rations of the last campaign, through 
the bravery of the forces of his Ma- 
jesty, •and of the East India Company, 
and the skill and perseverance of theia 
commanders, have been attended with 
uniform success ; and his Majesty trusts 
that a continuance of the same exer- 
tions may lead, at no distant period, to 
an honourable and satisfaotcery pacifi- 
cation. . 

His Majesty’s attention has been 
<lirected to the consideration of several 
measures, recommended in the last ses- 
sion of Parliament, for improving the 
condition of Ireland. 

The industry of that part of the 
United Kingdom, his Majesty has the 
satisfaction of acquainting yon, is in a 
course of gradual and general advance- 
ment— -an advancement mainly to be 
attributed to that state of tranquillity 
which now happily prevails throughout 
all the provinces of Ireland. 

Gentlemen of tke House of Commons, 

His Majesty has directed the esti- 
mates for the year to be prepared and 
laid before you. 

“ They have been framed with an 
anxious desire to avoid every expendi- 
ture beyond what the necessary de- 
mands of the public service may re- 
.quire. 

His Majesty has the satisfaction 
of informing you, that the produce of 
the revenue, in ihe last year, has fully 


justified the expectations entertained 
at the commenceinent of it. . 

Jfy Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Majesty deeply laments the 
injurious effects which the late pecu- 
niary crisis must' have entailed upon 
many branches! of the commerep and 
manufactures of thjf United Kingdom ; 
but his Majesty confidently believes,^ ^ 
that the temporary check ivliich cora- 
merce ami manufactures may at this 
moment experience, will, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, neither 
impair the great sources of our wealtli, 
nor impede the gi’owth of national pros- 
perity.” 

In tile House of Lords, the Earl of 
Verulam, in rising to move, the address, 
observe<l, that on all material points, 
the state of the nation afforded suffici- 
ent grounds for congratulation. What- 
ever unfavourable circumstances he had 
to notice, were of a temporary nature ; 
he had no long series of national cala- 
mities to (leplora, no protiacted war to 
lament. But it was not to be expect- 
ed that there should be no disagree- 
able feature in the picture. “ Man is 
bom to trouble as the sparks ffy up- 
ward,” and every state of things was 
liable to uncertainty and change. Ac- 
cordingly, the first topic of the Speech, 
and the first to whicii he should al- 
lude, related to the late extraordinary 
and unexpected panic, which had oc- 
curred in the pecuniary transactions of 
the country. It was the more unexpect- 
ed, because it occuired at a moment 
when the prosperity of the country ap- 
peared at its height, and wlitSk money 
abounded to an uncommon extent. It 
seemed easy to obtain money tor any 
purpose, and he believed it was the 
di^culty which capitalists experienced 
in obtaining .adequate interest for their 
money, which had led to the wild spe- 
culations wjiidi had taken place. Their 
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lordship^, ho observed, ought to turn 
their attention speedily to the great 
objects recommended by his Majesty 
— the placing the credit of the coun- 
try on a more firm foundation. The 
termination of hostilities in India has 
not been announced. This war had 
not for its object any extension of our 
empire in India ; i^s only purpose was 
to obtain secure and honourable peace. 
The imprt ving statli of Ireland offered 
a further topic for congratulation, as 
did also his Majesty’s assurance, that 
his Majesty continued to receive from 
his allies, and generally from all fo- 
reign powers, assurances of a friendly 
disposition. — The noble earl concluded 
by moving an address, coiigi-atulating" 
his Majesty on the statements contain- 
ed in his Speech. 

Lord Sheffield seconde<l the addre^. 

Lord King observed that the causes 
of tlie present embarrassments were in 
some <legi*ee to be attributed to the 
government, in a greater degree to the 
country banks, and in a still greater 
to the Bank of England. He blamed 
the government for having by their 
measures extended the circulation of 
L.1 and L.2 notes ; he blamed them for 
listening to the bankers, and acceiUng 
to the Small Note bill ; but the Bank 
of England was most to blame. Un- 
der the present system the Bank was 
a machine, the efects of which must 
necessarily be mischievous. The Bank 
was much too vast to be rightly con- 
ducted. If their lordships looked back 
to wliat had happened, they would find 
tlmt the Bank had been, if not princi- 
pals^ accessories in every pecuniary 
embarrai^meut.* At* the end of 1824, 
and the beginning of 1825, the Bank 
very considerably increased their is- 
sues. For this he had the authority 
of Mr Tooke, as given in the book 
lately published by that, gentleman. 
The average of the weekly returns for 
each of the three years, ending in April, 
1825, were there stated as follows 


April, 1823 . . £17,750,473 
April, 1824 . . 19,011,575 

April, ‘^1825 . . *20,881,123 
It thus appeared “ that an increase in 
the banking circulation of 3 millions had 
taken place in the year ending in April 
1825, as compared with the circidation 
in*the year ending April 1823.” ' He 
believed the noble lord {Liv’erpooi) 
would v^ry willingly put down this sys-'" 
tern, but the fact was, the Bank was too 
strong for him ; and besides, the coun- 
try gentlemen wished to keep up their 
rents and prices, but they could not 
do this without the small notes, and 
these the noble lord durst not refuse 
to them. The fact was, the present 
ministers did not possess the power 
and vigour of the man in whose foot- 
steps they pretended to follow. They 
had heard much of jobs, but the coni 
laws wel^ the most enormous job in 
the whole history of misrule. There 
was the West India job, but that only 
made sugar dearer. Thert there was the 
East India job, which once monopo- 
lized all the trade of the Indian and 
Chinese seas. But neither of those jobs 
equalled this. The Bourbons had al- 
ways been famed for their monopolies, 
but all their monopolies were as no- 
thing to the monopoly of the land^ 
interest of England. It was worthwhile 
to observe, that the goveimment of this 
country and their lordships were never 
slow in punishing the breakers of ma- 
chines. Why were they so ? Because 
they knew that machines rendered la- 
bour cheap. But if it were good to have 
machines for that purpose, it was also 
good to have cheap food. In his opi- 
nion, nothing but a revision of the corn 
laws could extend and perpetuate the 
prosperity of the countiy. — His lord- 
ship concluded, by moving that a para- 
graph be added to the address, pledg- 
ing the House to revise the present 
com laws, as the best means of extend- 
ing the commerce and prosperity of the 
kingdom. 
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Earl Grosvenor saw notliing in the 
state of th^ country to enco^;^fage the 
hope which tlie Speech heM out, al- 
thougli its general tone was most hum- 
ble. They all knew tha\ there had been 
no addition, to the revenue in the last 
yeaK* And he contended, that a failure 
in tbe duties was occasioned by .the 
embarrtissmimts produced throughout 
^the* country ; and he would, tjierefore, 
enforce upon ministers the necessity of 
adopting measures of economy. He 
maintained, that at the time of the 
peace no reason whatever existed for 
the non-reduction of the army. The 
state of Ireland rendered it necessary, 
it was said, to maintain three-fourths oP 
the ai’myin that country alone. But 
their lordships knew wdiy ; they had 
last session rejected the bill which 
would have removed the great source 
of discord in that country, • 

Lord-Teynham opposed the amend- 
ment. 

The Marquis of Lansdowne did not 
rise for the purpose of discussing the 
unfortunate topic which formed so pro- 
minent a part of the Speech, for it would 
be impossible for the House to enter upon 
that topic now, without having recei- 
ved any information respecting tlie na- 
t^jre of the views or intentions of go- 
vernment. It was a subject upon which 
he could nqfi say anything, without 
saying a great deal : he would not, 
therefore, now attempt to inquire how 
far that measure would be obliged to 
receive reconsideration, which autho- 
rized the issuing of L.l and L.2 notes ; 
or how far the present embarrassments 
were owing* to that measure, and the 
other laws relating to Banks, and to 
the monopory of the Bank of England ; 
or how far any of these causes had pro- 
duced a considemble part of the evil 
now admitted to exist. Ail he meant 
to do at present, was to claim a com- 
plete reserve on the part of himself and 
of the House as to their opinion re- 
specting the possibility of the applica- 


tion of any corrective, or of that in 
particular wdirch seemed to be contem- • 
plated by government. The salbe ob- 
servation applied to the corn laws, as 
to the state of the currency as well as 
of prices in this country. 

The Earl of Liverpool said, that af- 
ter the statemeiTt made ])y the «noble 
marquis, he would ^trouble their lord- 
ships with a short statement. In the ' 
first place, |jowevef, he wouW call theit 
attention to this circumstance, that the 
convulsions in the pecuniary transac- 
tions of the country were not attribu- 
table to him or the oilier members of 
government. There was one cause so 
prominent, so great in magnitude, that 
•it was sufficient to account for all that 
had happened. Their lordships knew 
the general spirit of mad •speculation 
ujjiich had prevailed in the country du- 
ring the last two years, and that this 
spirit was not confiiietl to the metro- 
polis, but was extending itself over all 
the country, througli the medium of 
public hanks. All country bank notes 
must be stamped, and it appeared from 
a return from the Stamp office, that in 
the years 1821, 1822, and 1923, the 
average number of notes stamped in 
each year was four millions and one or 
two hundred thousand. In 1824, the 
amount of country bank notes increa- 
sed to about L.6,000,000 ; and in 1825 
it increased to about L.8,000,000, be- 
ing double what it was in 1821, 1822, 
1823. The noble lord who commenced 
the debate had accused ministers of 
having participated in causing the ex- 
isting embarrassments, by endeavouring 
to lower the rate of interest ; but what 
were the facts ? There was a rise in 
the price of public securities, and a 
lower rate of interest, the consequences 
of continued peace, and tlie prosperity 
ofr the country. Governmentj would 
have been highly blameable if they had 
not taken advantage of those favourable 
circuinstaxM^es in order to reduce the 
burdens of the people. By the mea- 
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sures wliitli government adopted, they 
Jiad been able to take' oft* .L. 1,800,000 
of tax®8, and to re^uee the interest of 
the national debt, L. 1,400,000 a-year. 
He agreed’with that part of the Speech 
which stated, that for the eftects of 
overtrading, and rash speculation grow- 
ing oijt of the prosperity of the coun- 
try, no cure could be found ir^ legisla- 
tion. But undoubtedly he like, j.ise con- 
curred witkthe deckration^in it, that 
correct! vci* ami palliatives might and 
ought to be api)lied to present distress. 
The measures wliich would be brought 
forward were none which had no;; been 
proposed before. From what causes 
they had failed, was a question which 
at that moment it was not necessary to 
discuss. The putting of some check 
in one way ^or other, on the issue of 
small notes, was a plan suggested by 
his noble friend (Lord Bexley) ; so, 
likewise*, was an arrangement with the 
Bank of England, having for its object 
to alter the situation in wliich tliat 
establishment stood with the public. 
One. of the measures which govern- 
ment would submit for the considera- 
tion of Parliament, was a regulation by 
which the one and two pound bank- 
notes would be gradually witbdi'awn 
from circulation, and a metallic cur- 
rency substituted for them. Another 
measure related to the Bank of Eng- 
land. The privilege of the Bank might 
have been bigldy useful in the early 
period of the liistory of our commercial 
transactions, but be was convinced that 
the country was now too large for any 
one such exclusive establishment. The 
Bank privilege operated in a most ex- 
traordinary and unforfunate manner for 
the country. Any low person, any small 
trad(?sman, a cheesemonger, a butcher, 
or a shoemaker, might open a country 
bank ; hut a set of persons with fortunqp 
sufficient to carry on the concern with 
sequrlty, were not permitted to do so. 
That was its actual operation. If the 
Bank could be induced to give up so 


much of their exclusive privilege^as re* 
lated to^ country hanks, and if they 
would accompany that surrender by a 
measure ^hich he thought would be 
desirable for their own sakes, namely, 
the establishment in some parts of the 
country of branches of their own .insti- 
tution, the effect on the general circu- 
lation of the country would bd most 
beneficiak With respect to the corn 
laws, his opinion was, that, sooner or 
later, it would he highly desirable to 
revise the general system of those laws. 
There was, however, a variety of cir- 
cumstances to he taken into considera- 
tion with regard to time. He had no 
difficulty in stating, that it was not his 
• intention, nor that of any member of 
his majesty's government, to bring for- 
ward any proposition with regard to 
the general question during the present 
session. » 

The Earl of Caernarvon doubted 
whether the gradual withdrawal of the 
one and two pound bank-notes would 
have all the beneficial effect which the 
noble earl anticipated. It was impos- 
sible to pay in gold a debt contracted 
in paper. 

The Earl of Lauderdale said, he had 
always been of opinion that a paper 
currency, convertible into gold on dor 
inand, was that which was best adapt- 
ed for a transaction of thq business of 
a country. 

The amendment was negatived, and 
the address agreed to without a divi- 
sion. 

In the House of Commons, Mr J. 
Stuart Wortley rose to move the ad- 
dress, In adverting to the Speech, 
the first subject that arrested* his at- 
tention was the great slfock which the 
country had lately sustained in its mer- 
cantile transactions. But he would 
ask if there was, especially at the pre- 
sent moment, any reason for alarm ? 
In his conscience he believed not : the 
crisis seemed now to have passed. Tho 
present was not the only period in 
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which mercantile ^airs had been dis- 
ordered. • Similar difficulties^ had oc- 
curred in 1793 and 1798.* * At the 
commencement of the last year, there 
was an apparent redundancy of capi- 
ta], which induced the employment of 
it hi speculative loans, and in schemes 
of demote and uncei-tain profit ; this 
was a*great and a leading cause of the 
' recent commercial calamity. ^ Another 
cause was to be found in the circum- 
stance of many of the foreign exchan- 
ges being against this country. To 
these causes was to be added another 
and a proximate one, namely, the fail- 
ure of several country banks. All 
these were temporary, and a corrective 
might be found for them, in giving up • 
those plans of wild and extravagant 
speculation in which they originated. 
With respect to the currency, from 
whatever cause the present state of it 
arose, it required some altei*atiou, and 
strongly called for the interposition of 
Parliament. In those periods of com- 
mercial distress to which he had be- 
fore alluded, 1793 and 1798, Parlia- 
ment did interfere, and interfered with 
effect. The manner in which country 
bankers issued their notes called strong- 
ly for the attention of the House. It 
lyas, in his opinion, little less than a 
fraud to issue notes without having a 
security eqqial to the amount of the 
issue. He could not forbear express- 
ing on this occasion," the great grati- 
tude which the country owed to the 
Bank of England for the manner in 
which tliey acted on the late crisis. 
Iir reviewing the cause| in which the 
distress originated, he should not omit 
to notioe the effect of the repeal of the 
-combinatioh laws. The combination 
among the workmen which had reach- 
ed so alaiming an . extent, had now 
subsided. , The commercial regulations 
which bad been formed witli foreign 
^nations were most ^creditable to this 
•country, and likely to confer gieat 
•and general blessings. The commer- 


cial treaty with France was highly cal- 
culated to give hfiect to those princi-. 
pies of trade and navigation which Par- 
liament had previously sanctioned. 
That Convention, as well as the Trea- 
ty of Amity, between this country and 
Columbia, was equally creditable and 
beneficial, not i^o much for tlle^8tipu- 
lations contained, as for the enlai’ged 
princip);:? of policy in which it was* 
conceived and ext\:ute<i. Another to- 
pic ol congretulatioii in the S[)eecli, 
was the mediation successfully em- 
ployed in the conclusion of a treaty be- 
tween the Crowns of Portugal and Bra- 
zil. With reference to the war that 
we had been carrying on in the East, the 
disadvantages to which we had been 
exposed, had originated principally from 
the climate. He had grej^ pleasure in 
referring the House to another part of 
fiis Majesty’s Speech, by which they 
would find that the revenue of the 
country answered the expectation of 
Ministers. He would now refer to a 
subject which never failed to excite the 
liveliest feelings in the House —he al- 
luded to the state of Ireland. From 
every report received from that coun- 
try, it appeared that she was disen- 
giiging herself from the evils under 
which she had laboured, industry was 
-diffusing itself throughout all her pro- 
vinces, and he need not state, that in- 
dustry was the never-failing precureor 
of tranquillity. Reviewing, therefore, 
the general state of the empire, and 
the public transactions of the prece- 
ding year, he dkl not iiesitate to call 
upon the House for its Address to the 
Throne — not in any spirit of servility, 
but in a spirit *of pure loyalty, and 
with reference to the satisfactory state 
of the country. 

Mr Green, in reference to the late 
commercial shocks, contrasted the 
state of the country in 1793, when a 
wai* had commenced, and its state at 
present aAd observed that, with all 
the difference, there was one point of 
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Ftronp^ similarity botli in 1792, and in 
the year now last past, — tlie interest of 
money had been unusually low. In 
1792 the manufactures of the country 
had been rapidly advancing ; and the 
general prosperity was such as indu- 
ced milny individuals to trade beyond 
their capital. The country banks at 
that tinn^ had not the power of issuing 
small notcs^“but those which they were 
empowered to issue they had sent out 
to a vast and dangerous excess. The 
consequence was, that the country was 
glutted with paper. A slight appre- 
hension produced immediate pressure 
upon those who were believed least 
able to sustain it ; and the stoppage of 
these pulled down others who were 
solvent. The failure of one man, of 
necessity, led, on and on, to the fail- 
ure of some other ; and out of a mis- 
chief, in many cases imaginary, real 
mischief was created. Now let the 
House observe how nearly this state of 
things in 1792, allied with the state of 
affairs perceptible at the opening of 
the last session of Parliament. What- 
ever might be done to prevent the re- 
currence of such convulsions, Parlia- 
ment would recollect that it was ode 
of its first duties to leave the freedom 
of trade untouched. Witli the imme- 
tliate nature of the remedies to be ap- 
plied, he would not tlien busy himself; 
but the House would recollect that the 
same remedies were not now likely to 
be applicable which had been resorted 
to in 1793. For himself, he thought 
it would he a gi eat boon on the part 
of the Bank, if that bojdy should wave 
some portion of its charter, and permit 
the formation of joint-stock banking 
companies. Scotland already afforded 
us an example of the safety and conve- 
nience of this system. Scotland had a* 
large paper currency ; and neither felt 
difficulty nor experienced, apprehen- 
sion. Although no man could feel 
more anxious than he did to afford 
every possible facility and liberty to 


trade, yebit did seem to liinHlmt some 
restriction might be beneficially devi- 
sed to keep withiq due limits the issues 
of the banks. As regarded the issue 
of local notes, there could be no doubt 
that some immediate measui*e was im- 
peratively called for. — If there had 
been some distress felt during the lapt' 
year in Ireland as in England, at least 
there was every token of material im- 
provement. The arrangement of tithes 
had been rendered less irksome than 
before. Education was making rapid 
progress. The House, moreover, Jhad 
the imppiness of finding that manufac- 
tifrers were readily carrying their raw 
material to Ireland. C«‘^pital was flow- 
ing into the country, and employment 
— which was all that Ireland wanted ; 
nor did he (Mr (Ireen) despair to find, 
in a short time, the landholders finding 
it their hippiness, as well as then* in- 
terest, to establish themselves on their 
estates ; and Ireland, as well as Eng- 
land, enjoying the advantage of a resi- 
dent gentry. After noticing the satis- 
factory state of our foreign relations, 
the honourable gentleman concluded 
by seconding the address. 

Mr Brougham rose merely to guard 
himself against its being assumed, only™ 
because he did not dissent from the ad- 
dress, that he thei*efore assented to any 
of the statements, or concurred in any 
of the doctrines laid down in it. Ho 
was inclined to think that the country 
would be very little satisfied to find 
the distress under which it laboured 
treated so lightly, as in the address 
now proposed. It was mentioned as 
something not universal — not very se- 
rious; and confined pretty nearly to 
one branch of the commercial interests 
of England ; whereas he believed that 
it was most serious, widely spread, and 
not confined to any single branch of 
trade, but extending over a very great 
many, if not over all the most import- 
ant trading relations of the kingdom. 
Yet there was one fact which pleased 
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him, aft it'showf'd clearly, if any argu- 
ment were wanting to show, that truth, 
that the distress^ wlia^ever might he the 
cause of it, was in no way owdng to 
that morer liberal system of commer- 
cigl * -policy which had lately received 
the approbation of Paidiament. If the 
Mistress under which the country suf- 
fered had been confined to the silk 
trade, some argument might have been 
raised — that the new regulations in that 
trade had produced it : but as cotton, 
wool, linen, and various other branches 
of t?*ade in the country, were suffering 
in an equal, some in a greater degree 
than silk, it would be quite in vain to 
charge the new law (which, moreover, 
had not yet come into operation) with 
having ha<l any share in creating cala- 
mity. In the midst of all that suffer- 
ing, it was a most painful thing to tell 
people that their distresses were in any 
degree to be imputed to themselveft; 
but it was his duty to say, that in his 
opinion, the root of the distress in the 
silk-trade, as well as most other trades, 
arose from over- trading. He would 
select two examples at once— the first 
opening of the new branches of trade 
to South America; and the opening 
©f the Continent afterwards, in 1814. 
The last of these transactions liad led 
to such an excess of exportation, that 
merchants had actually re-importcd 
their own goods from Holland to this 
country, as a measure of less loss than 
the scdling them abroad. And, in the 
former, iron, saddles, skates, and hard- 
ware of every description, had been 
stmt over, until, in many cases, the pro- 
ceeds scarcely had paid shipping charges 
and insurance.-^ Apart, however, from 
the question of trade, there were cer- 
tain other topics, touched upon in the 
Speech and address, which he found 
it necessary very shortly to notice. 
These were— ^ur debt — our currency 
—and the state of Ireland. The debt 
was out of our reach ; but tjie other 
two evils — the 'currency and Ireland— 


were not so. 'Fo these, two evils, tlien, 
it behoved the rfoAse to pay immediate 
attention. Now, when he Iward it said 
that Ireland had been perfectly quiet 
and prosperous, he thought that tlm 
cause lay in her expectation that some- 
thing would be done for her : and he 
trusted, that, at a fit and convenient 
season, she would find that she had not 
waited pafiently in vain. It Ireland di<t 
look in vain to us for justice, in the 
proper season, we should soon again 
look in vain to her for tranquillity. Ho 
believed that the tranquillity of Ire- 
land was mainly attributed to the mea- 
sures of the Catludic Association. He 
had listened with ]>Ieasur(i to that por- 
tion of the .address wliicli referr(‘d to 
South America. It u'^as mUtler of pride 
and pleasure to reflect on the glory 
achieved by the iiiliabitants of those 
republics — men who, unaided, had the 
good fortutte to succeed in establishing 
their independence, and freeing them- 
selves, at once and for ever, fiom a de- 
testable yoke. Tltat wc should, soon 
have united to us by treaties similar 
to that of Colombia, and all the other 
great republics in that jmrt of the new 
world, who had achieved tli(‘ir liberties, 
was his most sincere and ardent wish, 
as their independence must afR)rd mat- 
ter of pure and sincere delight to every 
frien<l of free<loin, Tlnne was another 
point to which he thought it necessary 
to allude — namely, the treaty pending 
between this country and the empim 
of Brazil. He was glad to b(‘ar that 
this treaty was not ratified ; ai/d most 
devoutly boj)ed that it never would be. 
By this treaty, the contracting ])arties 
bound themselves to give up to eacli 
other, not merely felons, as persons 
guilty of coiniiig, fraudulent banki-upt- 
dy, or murder, but also, w)»at was a 
widely difihrent and a new stipulation, 
to shelter qo persons accused of high 
treason. * Now this undertaking would 
not only compel us to retain upon otir 
statute-book, tin* AU(‘n Law, but it 
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might also hiiul us to* execute it against 
an individual who sJiould he accused of 
the slightest political oifence, or who 
might only he politically obnoxious. — 
Much had been said upon the proceed- 
ings of tlic j3ank of England during the 
late agitations in the i^rious classes of 
property in the country. Without 
wishing to throw blame upon the con- 
duct of th»t body, he could not help 
expressing his conviction that an end 
must come to that system which ex- 
cited so powerful an influence at pre- 
sent, not only on the money-market, 
but oil the whole trade of tlie country. 

Mr Robertson considered the pre- 
sent embarrassments in the several in- ' 
terests as so many unavoidable conse- 
quences of that policy which had di- 
rected the public councils, and which 
was now of ten years* duration. Should 
the government pei-severe in it, tlie ex- 
isting calamities would be no more 
than a gradual approach to the crisis — 
they had gone but a step only in the 
ways of adversity, unless they recurred 
to a different line of policy. He took the 
excess of the exports over tlie imports, 
.since the peace, at L, 189,000,000, for 
which no return liad been made to this 
country to compensate the loss endu- 
red. And yet this was but a gi*adual 
advance to what must be expected from 
perseverance in the same system. At 
the close of the war, and in the first year 
of the peace, the excess of exports above 
imports was only L.13,000,000 : last 
year it wiis L.24s000,000. Could any 
country live and thrive under this an- 
nual expenditure ? When Mr Pitt go- 
verned the country tlfo state of things 
was something like tliis : — From the 
Amencan peace to the French wai*, the 
excess of exports was about L.600,000 
a-year. Tliis expenditure w^as readily 
accounted for by the pay of ambassa- 
dors, and other i’unctionaries, together 
wdth the expense of esfalxlishmeiits 
abroad ; so that it would be readily 
^«hown that not a single pound sterling 


left the* country, for whirh another 
pound dufiiot come in.* 

The Cfiancellor of the Exchequer 
confessed that he did not clearly com- 
prehend the speech of his 4ionour^blo 
friend, (Mr Robertson,) which seemed, 
hdt^ever, to contain some propojsitions 
rather of a startling nature ; for, if, he • 
understood him rightly, his argument 
was, that the greater part of the dis- 
tresses of the country was to be attri- 
buted to the excess of its exports, — ami 
then, again, his greatest dread seemed 
to be the excess of its imports, ilow 
to reconcile such seeming contradic- 
Mons, he must leave to the ingeniou.s 
and speculative mind of his honourable 
friend. With regard to the sjieech of 
the learned gentleman (Mr Brougham) 
— ^with whatever candour he had com- 
mented oit some parts of the Speech, 
— he might have forborne from making 
one or two observations which bad es- 
caped from him. He was not justified 
in imputing to Ministers a charge of 
treating too lightly the distresses which 
so unfortunately prevailed. He (the 
Chancellor) could solemnly assure the 
House, that nothing was farther from 
the feelings or intentions of his Majes- 
ty’s advi.sers, than to treat the sub« 
ject lightly. He should have thought 
that the beet proof of a contrary senti- 
ment pervading the breasts of Minis- 
ters, was to be found in the fact of 
their placing that topic in the very 
front of the Royal Speech. There was, 
however, no groumi for despondency, 
notwithstanding the present condition 
of the country. If they referred to the 
distresses which prevailed iii. 1816, they 
would see how soon the country arose 
out of them in the following year ; the 
extreme pressure in the one year was 
followed in the other by a rapid re-ac- 
tion of a contrary kind ; and this oc- 
curred without laws, or violence of any 
kind, from the very nature of the thing 
itself. Jt was, he thought, clear that 
the great proportion all the piildie 
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dijfiiculties' iiad arisen from causes be* 
yond human control ; and heVas satis 
fied tliat the man who would legislate 
on a different assumpition, would find 
himself miserably disappointed. When 
he said this, he begged to be understood, 
that undoubtedly there were casefj'in 
tthicli It was competent for Parliament 
to interpose, and where it was neces- 
saiy and useful to call for that inter- 
position. Amongst these cases was 
that of a currency, so mixed as that the 
part of it, consisting of paper, greatly 
exceeded the amount of specie. Under 
such circumstances, it was clear that 
the tendency of the paper pi*oportiou 
of the circulating medium was to in- 
crease, and that without reference to 
consequences, and when the state of 
commerce did not necessarily require 
that Increase. This was precisely what 
had happened in this country, more 
particulai'ly with regard to the circu- 
lation of the country banks. Of the 
actual state of the circulation of tlie 
country banks it was difficult to form 
an accurate estimate ; but he found 
that in 1820 the issue of the country 
banks had been three millions and a 
half; in 1821, it was four miliioiis and 
» half ; and, in 1825, it had arisen to 
no less a sum tlmii eight millions and 
a half. The inevitable result of this ope- 
ration must be to produce a rise in 
prices, winch naturally extended a spi- 
rit of speculation. But’ this was not all 
tlie evil w^hich this system of circula- 
tion produced ; a great deal of difficul- 
ty ‘arose from the one pound notes, and 
notes of small denomination, which, 
from th<i smUllness of their amount, cir- 
culated among the poorer classes, upon 
whom they entailed the heaviest afflic- 
tion when the time of revulsion or 
stoppage arrived. When one of these 
banks broke, thousands of poor peo- 
ple lost their all, and were visited with 
the most heart-rending affliction. A 
great deal was said of the benefit to 
trade, from the circulation of these 


hanks ; hut he would boldly ask, what 
advantage had hefen conferred agri- 
culture, what advantage on commerce, 
what benefit, in fact, upon the commu- 
nity at large, allowing the summing up 
of all its alleged advantages, which 
could at all be compared to the ruin of 
its reaction at a moment of panic, and 
the wide-spreading evils which its sud- 
den depreciation inflicted ?"Wliat real 
or apparent benefit (and it 'was more 
apparent than real) could compensate 
for the poverty and misery to wliich 
it thus ultimately consigned so large a 
portion of tlie honest working classes 
of the community, who possessed no- 
thing for their labour or their susten- 
ance besides the worthless piece of pa- 
per bearing tlie impress of the local 
hank ? Upon the fullest consideration 
which he had been able to give to the 
matter, be came to tlie conclusion, 
that it was indispensably necessary to 
apply an immediate and effectual re- 
medy to that great source of public 
mischief. And it was to him a source 
of regi'et, that in the arrangements re- 
specting the currency in 1822, the ori- 
ginal intention of putting an end to the 
indulgence in 1825 had been abandon- 
ed: but what bad passed since bad 
more fully confirmed him in the opi- 
nion that they must now have recourse 
to a film and deiaded measure, for the 
purpose of placing the currency and 
credit of the country upon a solid and 
durable basis. This still would not 
have the effect of preventing a recur- 
rence of the evil, without another mea- 
sure, which was^ at least equally im- 
portant — he alluded to the exclusive 
privileges of the Bank of England, as 
their charter now stood. It was im- 
possible for any man who considered 
rile extent of the public transactions of 
this grept kingdom, not to see that a 
single chartered banking company, 
however -well constituted, was inade- 
quirte to execute all tlio functions of 
lianker for the state, 'fhe town busi- 
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— that immediately on the spot— 
they co«ld conduct, undoubtedly, in the 
present manner; hut not so throughout 
the country; Country banks had be- 
come necessary, in consequence of the 
■exclusive privileges of the Bank of 
England and the growing wants, of tlie 
public. And from these very circum- 
stances, the country banks had been 
so constitutijd, that they were deprived 
of much of* the solidity of wliat ought 
to belong to a banking system ; and, 
in fact, the effect of the exclusive pri- 
vileges had been, to foster every spe- 
cies of country banks, save those of the 
most solid and durably beneficial cha- 
racter. This state of things at length 
required a better remedy than it had 
hitherto received. Indeed, for some 
time, it had attracted the attentive 
consideration of government. Two 
years back they had commenced a ne- 
gotiation with the Bank, with a view 
of inducing that company to forego a 
part of their pririleges. Their charter 
would expire in 1833, and the Bank 
offered to relinquish some of its pri- 
vileges, provided the charter were ex- 
tended to 1843. They agreed to allo>v 
other chartered companies,' within the 
present prohibited distance, at once, 
provided the extension of the charter 
was conceded. This, ho^vever, the go- 
vernment refused to call upon Parlia- 
ment to grant, but rather pressed upon 
the Bank the greater advantage which 
the company would obtain in the ad- 
ministi-ation of their own affaim, by 
the increased safety and security which 
would generally result from the adop- 
tion of the plan then under contem- 
plation. The govemfnent had lately 
again pressed this matter Open the 
consideration of the Bank. The man- 
ner in which the Bank Directors had 
met the proposition deserved the higlf- 
CSt credit. The Directcars ’hail acqui- 
esced in tlie proposition made by mi- 
nisters, which they intendeil immedi- 
ately to submit to the consideratiofi of 
VOL, XIX. PAIIX J. 


a court of proprietofis. Th(j pljui, if 
carried into effect, would )ilace the 
banking system of tliis country upon 
the 9an9e footing^as in Ireland, where 
companies were, allowed to establish 
banks, with any number of 

miles from the capital. The* ms- 
tance would be sixty-five miles in,Engw 
land ; and at that distance, it would jit* 
competent to establish banking coni> 
panies with an unlimited nunihin* of 
partners. He could not refram, on 
the present occasion, from stating at 
once what were the general views of 
govei’ninent — ^wfmt they fell to bf»the 
main causes of the existing difficulties 
.of the country, and the measures which 
they thought best calculated to obviate 
their recurrence, or mitigate their in- 
jurious effects. He had himself assu- 
med that the revenue of 1825 would 
be L.500,tM)0 or L.600,000 less than 
that of 1824, and he had proposed a 
repeal of L. 650,000 worth of taxes in 
the current year ; so that his calcula- 
tion wouhl hove held good, if the re- 
ceipts at the end of the year 1825, as 
compared with those of 1824, showed 
a diminution of L. 1,200,000. In addi- 
tion to that reduction from the source 
he had named, another important de- 
falcation of irevenue had arisen out c4' 
the alteration in the duties on wines, 
and the repayment or allowance of 
L. 1,050,000 upon that account : so that 
if the latter cause liad not existed, tJie 
revenue of 1825 would have exceeded 
by the same amount that of }824<. 
However, notwithstanding all these 
reducrione, the revenue of 1825 show- 
ed an excess above the preceding 
year of L.200,000. Tlie tetmsjtben, in 
which the subject was mentioned in 
the King's speech, conveyed at least 
no exaggeration. * Tiiough he and his 
colleagues in the government were 
taunted by the honourable gentleman 
(Mr Robertson) with having lost tin* 
countenance of some of their oJclesf, 
friends,* and being cast for suppoit 
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upon their usual opponents on the 
other sid^ of the house, still he should 
say that iheif were cheered, hy an ho* 
nesC and effective ^*opeTati<m* Nor 
would the honourable member's taunt 
dfiye him to reject the assislmice of 
honourable . gentlemen opposite, who 
had the generosity and candour to 
”g|ve him their aid in this branch of 
lus policy, and who could have no 
iinagmabie motive for taking such a 
part, save disinterested attachment to 
the true interests and welfare of their 
country. It was, then, with the high- 
est^eatisfaction that he found the prin- 
cipal men of every party in politics 
ready to give him their support in this 
branch of the public policy. 

Mr Ellice did not intend to object 
to the plan of the right hon. gent, for 
establishing chartered banks similar to 
those in Scotland, but he Vould con- 
tent himself with cautioning him that 
those very banks, if not kept within 
proper limits, would go on increasing 
the paper currency, and so add fresh 
dilhculties to the present ones. The 
most serious omission on the part of 
the government, appeared to him to 
be, that while they were forcing these 
and other measures on the people 
ogainst their consent, they did not 
even so much as approach the ques- 
tion of the *00111 trade. It was said, 
that there must be a standard price for 
com ; and all that would be well and 
good, so long as there was likewise a 
standard price for silk. 

Mr Hume, although he approved 
of many of the general principles of 
the speakers who had preceded him, 
must af the same time protest against 
the praise which had been so lavishly 
bestowed upon the Bank of England. 
As soon would be join in commending 
the activity of an incendiary for assist- 
ing in extinguishing the conflagration 
which he had himself caused, as in 
praising tlie Bank, to wliich he attri- 
buted &c existence of so muyb of the 


ublic calamity^ If that corporation 
ad profited by their experonce in 
1797, they would not, as they had 
done, have allowed the foreign ex- 
changes to have run for seven months 
against this country. As to the pro- 
posed chartered banking companies, be 
thought that they were not more ne- 
cessary in the country than in London, 
where they were wanted as a check 
on the Bank of England. The great 
affliction of the country arose from the 
enormous and unnecessary expense of 
the government establishments. Tho 
whole amount of the military peace 
establishment of 1793 had not exceeded 
L.4‘,500,000,andit now amounted to be- 
tweeiT L.9,000,000 and L.1 0,000,009. 
In 1793, 18,000,0004 was the whole 
amount drawn from the people, and 
•L.2,000,000 in poor rates. In the year 
just past, the people paid L.55,000,000 
in taxes,and L.6,000,000 orL.7,000,000 
in poor rates. Instead of imitating 
such examples as had been set by the 
American government and that of Ba- 
varia, we were going back to the pa- 
rade, frippery, and expenditure of the 
time of Louis XIV. It was, he would 
contend, a farce to talk of bank sus- 
pensions and commercial failures as 
the cause of our distress, or to think 
of applying a remedy to those partial 
evils, while we leR untouched tho 
great evil of all — our enormous ex- 
penditure. He would undertake on 
some future occasion to prove, tlmt in 
the last year of our struggle on tho 
Continent, the year 1815, when the 
whole amount of the expenditure of 
this country was not less than seventy- 
two millions, it was not greater than 
that which we wei*e this year called 
upon to pay, taking the difference of 
gold and paper at the two periods. It 
tvras said that our immense military 
establishments were rendered neces- 
sary by thp extent of our colonies; 
hut ho denied that our colonies requi- 
red such expensive establishments, if 
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they were managed as ^hey ought to 
be/ Ireli^pd^ be supposed, wa^ looked 
u{Km BS a colony wliidi called for a 
large estabUsbinent. But why should 
that be necessary ? Why not ^ut Ire- 
land in that condition jn which she 
could support herself? The East In- 
dia Company were prosecuting a war 
without success^ at a most enormous 
expense, and that expense, though it 
might at first ^sight appear to be that 
of the Company, was in fact a matter 
in which every man in the country 
was interested* This disastrous state 
of affmrs was the consequence of ha-* 
ving an incompetent man at the head 
of me Indian government. 

Mr T. Wilson said, that he was a 
friend to the general principle of free 
trade, but that he thought the silk- 
trade, under present ^ circumstances, 
ought to be made an exception, or at 
feast that the principle should not be 
extended to that branch, while the 
monopoly of the corn trade was allow- 
ed to exist at its present height* 

Mr John Smith entirely concurred 
with the right hon* gent, in most of 
his observations on the injurious effects 
of tlic issue of small notes by private 
banks; but let him remind the right 
hon* gent* that the undefined manner 
in which he had alluded to the inten- 
tion of allowing joint-stock company 
banks, with a greater number of part- 
ners, and with of course a very large 
capital, might have an injurious effect 
on many banks within sixty-five miles 
of the city, unless he explained imme- 
diately the time when this proposition 
was to be carried into eflfect. 

Mr Cripps admitted that there might 
have been some evils from the banking 
system ; but they were the result of 
individual bad management* As a ge- 
neral system, he would contend that i 
giwt good had arisen from the^ esta- 
blishment of exjuutry banks* 

Mr Maberly thought fliat great 
praise was due to the Bank of Eng- 


larnl for its energy and activity in en- 
deavouring to dimmish the ejects of 
the late panic*in the commercial world. 
He would admit that the Bank was 
wrong in advancing to such an extent 
on mortgages as it had done, ^ut let 
it not be^ said that the country had* 
been brought into its recent state fiy 
the country banks only. The conduct 
of his Majesjy^s ministers had contri- » 
buted in no slight degree to produce 
the effects they had witnessed, by the 
extravagant issue of their promissory 
notes, or Exchequer bills, which tljey 
had allowed to go forth to the amount 
of thirty millions. 

Mr Pearse said, that the advances 
which tlie Bank had made upon stock, 
and also those which it had made upon 
mortgages, had been made with a view 
^of alleviating the embarrassments of 
the commeroial and the agricultural 
interests, and not with any view of 
beating down the rate of interest. He 
had l)een connected with the Bank for 
the last 4*0 years — a period as eventful 
as any that had ever been known in 
the annals of the world, and he would 
now solemnly say, with all that expe- 
rience before him, that he never saw 
the Directors influenced by unworthy 
motives. 

Mr Canning. — The hon. gentleman, 
(Mr J. Smith) seemed to apprehend that 
his right hon. friend had a plan for 
erecting joint-stock banking companies 
throughout the country, which would 
swallow up all the existing establish- 
ments. Now the plan of bis right hon* 
friend went no farther than to take off, 
with the consent of the Bank, a few 
yeaia sooner that it would necessarily 
expire, a prohibition of wliioli the ef- 
fect, by the concurrent opinion of all 
who had yet spoken upon the subject, 
was to make wealkness, instead of 
strength, an inherent quality* in the 
system of country banking. He could 
see no reason why, when the power of 
widening the basis of country banks 
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was given, it should not oj)erate to 
add a seventh, or an eightli, or even a 
tentli {>arUier to the exiSting estahlish- 
incnts, i-ather than to ci^ate new esta- 
blishments all ov<ir the country, to ri- 
val and extinguish the old ones. As 
' to the charge of his right lion, friend’s 
' jiressing his measure unawares upon 
the counti*y, he must say, that it was 
‘ impossible to discuss this.sulyject with- 
out adtling to the praises which had 
been bestowed on the Bank of Eng- 
land for itvS conduct in the adminis- 
tration of its aifhirs, that nothing he- 
camt! it more than the grace with 
which it had consented to strip itself 
of this part of its privileges. Siuch a 
rare occurronce as the voluntary aban- 
donment of a possession, which if it 
were not a gi’ace or ornament, was 
still valuable as a source of profit, de- 
served the highest panegyric. An ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr Robertson) 
had made, among a variety of remarks, 
one which he could not allow to re- 
main unnoticed. He thought that mi- 
nisters were extremely culpable for not 
discouraging the wild spirit of specu- 
lation which had contributed so much 
to the present crisis. But he would 
ask, had there been no warning given 
to the country cn the part of mini- 
sters? Had there been no opportu- 
nity, during the fever which existed 
last yearllii the public mind, in which 
government liad declared that they 
would not advance a farthing to tlie 
aid of any difficulties which might 
ensue from excessive speculation ? Un- 
fortunately, that warning had been dis- 
regarded*; the difficulties which had 
been ^anticipated had arisen ; and it 
was a little too hard for the govern- 
ment to be taunted now for a want of 
caution on that very topic on whicli it 
had spoken so explicitly. — An honour- 
able geAtleman (Mr Hume,) who liad 
addressed them on the third bench, had 
left untouched no topic which had been 
agitated either during the last w;u' or 


the present peace. The honourabk^ 
member had told them that ^he Speech 
of last year Vas contiary to the truth, 
an<l that the Speech of this year was 
inconsistent with facts. What nice 
metaphysical distinction there might 
be between ^‘contrary to the truth,” 
and “ incofieistent with facts,” he for 
one could not see. Perhaps the ho- 
nourable member, as Lord Rector of a 
learned Scotcifi univerMty, was gifteil 
with acuter percc^ption, and could en- 
lighten the house upon this distinction 
without a difference. The honourable 
member said that there had been no 
reduction of taxation since the war. This 
assertion he would venture to say wan 
“contrary to the tiuth,” as all the 
world, with the exception of the ho- 
iioui'able gentleman, know that there 
had been a reduction of taxes to the 
amount of L.27,000,000, Tlie honour- 
able member then proceeded to say, 
that although no reduction of taxation 
had taken place during the ten years 
since the war, the reductions during 
the last five years had been fewer than 
before ; in other words, connecting his 
first statement with his second, the re- 
ductions had been fewer than none—, 
an assertion whicli was “ inconsistent 
with fact.” He had been asked by a 
learned gentleman whether the treaty 
between this country and Braicil had 
been ratified ? He agreed with the 
learned gentleman as to the ( haracter of 
the stipulation to which reference had 
been particularly made. Nothing could 
be more objectionable, or more impos- 
sible for his Majesty’s goveniment to 
adopt. There were likewise other sti- 
pulations in that treaty to wliieh he 
should he equally unwilling to give his 
assent. The fact was, that the treaty 
had been negotiated without any iu- 
j stmetions, and even contrary to the 
views which the Englisli government 
entertained upon those subjects. He. 
had only dnother observation to make 
before he concluded, which was,, that 
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imder tlie prossuro now existing in the . 
country, did not tUink it advisable 
that the state of the com laws should 
be brought under consideration during 
tlie present session. 

Mr Calcraft contended that the mi- 
sery under which the corartiercial world 
was now labouring had not been en- 
tirely occasioned by excessive specu- 
lation and overtrading.* The govern- 
ment and thft Bank, by contriving to 
beat down the rate of interest, had done 
far more mischief than tlic country 
banks, against which tliey had heard so 
much that night. With respect to 
country banks, it was mere matter of 
option whether a man took their notes 
or not. If he took them and did not 
like them, hg might carry them back 
tmd compel the issuers to pay him in 
specie. What objection was there to 
4lus part of the system ? Of the whole 
numlier of country banks, not one-tenth 
had stopped ; and of those which had 
thus been compelled to suspend pay- 
ment many had paid, or would be en- 
abled to pay, in full, all demands upon 
them. The system which the Bank of 
England liad adopted, of lending mo- 
ney on mortgages, and on the security 
of stock, was the beginning of the dis- 
tress, This indiscriminate lending was 
now all over, it was true ; but still that 
was the beginning and the cause of the 
distress. 

Mr P. Grenfell felt it due to the 
Bank of England to say, that when the 
evil which had been alluded to was at 
its height, the directors had come for- 
ward in the most liberal manner, and, 
to use the expression of the right 
hou, gentleman, threw themselv(38 into 
the breach, to avert, as far as they 
could, the threatened danger. Yet he 
could not but say that they had in^ 
some measure occasioned that danger, 
by the facility they had offered to spe- 
culation, by the great issues of their 
paper. 

Air Baring said, that the Chanridlor 


of the Excfiequer, in omitting to strfte 
at what time tie intended carry the 
measure he hiid proposed into effect, 
had prevented the bouse from judging 
of its expediency. The Bank ha<l been 
the authors of that dangerous redun- 
dancy of money which had given rise- 
to the wild speculations abounding* in 
every part of the country. The country • 
banks had added to this redundancy in 
a much more mischievous manner. The 
Bank of England exercised some dis- 
cretion in the quantity of pap( 3 r money 
which it put out ; but the very business 
of a country bank was to put out all 
the# paper it could, and tins <3very 
gentleman acquainted with country 
banks well knew was their constant 
practice. It would ill become him to 
reflect with severity upon persons wlio 
*had made adventurous speculations in 
commerce; but he must say, that nei- 
ther in this nor in any otlier country, had 
enterprises so rash and ridiculous enter- 
ed the minds of men, as many of those 
which had been produced in London 
during the last y(3ai’. It seemed as if all 
Bedlam had broken loose on the Royal 
Exchange. It was impossible that any- 
thing could be more libaral or sensible 
than the conduct which the Bank of 
England displayed at this juncture; 
but the causes lay too deep to be re- 
moved by anything that the Bank could 
do. With respect to the remedy wbicii 
was to be now applied, there must be 
gi'eat caution in the manner of its ap- 
plication. He bad always considered 
the one-pound country bank notes as a 
gi’eat nuisance, and the clause of fre- 
quent distress, which they were now as 
likely as ever to produce. Tie tfi ought 
that before the right bon. gentleman 
proceeded with the measure he con- 
templated, he must be furnished with 
the exact amount to whicli the issues 
of these L.l notes had amve<l ; and 
lie would suggest that a hill should lie 
passed, calling upon hankers to maKe 
returns of the amount of/ill th<*ir iiel(‘s 
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issued within the last three years. The 
reduction of these notes^' necessary as 
it was, could not begin uloitil the pre- 
sent state of excitement had passed 
over. The amount of those issues might 
bo taken, more or less correctly, at IS 
millions : these, it would be remember- 
ed, "must be replaced by gold. He was 
of opinion, that it was for the real be- 
nefit of the country that tlie dignity of 
the Bank of England should at all 
events be kept up, investing it at the 
same time with only such power as 
might be thought safe, because, unless 
this was done, it would be impossible, 
in the event of a war, to go on ; and, 
to make this assistance available, the 
means of the Bank must be considera- 
bly enlarged. He hoped that we should 
long continue to live in peac^, but he 
was not the less convinced tliat it 
would be impossible to get through 
two campaigns in a time of war, un- 
less the bank system should be built 
upon a much broader I)asi8. Another 
alteration, which he believed must of 
necessity be adopted, was to make the 
circulating medium here, as in other 
countries, silver as well as gold. With- 
out this, the Bank even might be put 
in danger. With regard to the pro- 
posed extinction of the present system 
of country banking, he could not but 
agree that' it was desirable, although 
he was not prepared to say that the 
country would experience any great 
relief from the new establishments 
which had been proposed to supply 
their place. If they wanted to form 
banks in the great commercial towns, 
such as Maaichester, Bristol, and York, 
which would be perfectly in possession 
of public confidence, it should be done 
either by the means on)ranch banks from 
the Bank of England, a plan which, 
however, from its interferiiig with the 
prt^sent provincial interests embarked 
in that business, might not prove very 
palatable to the country — or tliey 
should, ])y an act of incorporation, al- 


lo^ a number of gentlemen to embark 
certain portions., of their caj[atal, say 
L. 10,009, in a joint banking company. 
That sum from ten men would be 
L. 100,000, an amount, in ])is opinion, 
quite adequate to support the respec- 
tability of the ordinary run of such cqn« 
cerns.. One word as to the silk trade : 
— The right honoumble gentleman to- 
night hwl declared, that ic was the firm 
determination of ministers to adhere to 
the principles whicli had regulated 
their conduct with regard to that trade. 
He was of opinion, when that measure 
was first proposed, and he had seen 
nothing since to alter it, that we never 
could compete with the French in 
that branch of manufiictare. In alluding 
to that part of the Speeph which re- 
lated to foreign affairs, he could not 
avoid expressing his admiration of the 
way in wliicb the business of that de- 
partment had been conducted. 

Mr Huskisson. His right hon. 
friend liwl stated very clearly that me- 
thods would be adopted, which he 
trusted would have the effect of pre-* 
venting a recurrence of those disasters 
which had recently convulsed the com- 
mercial world, or, at all events, of ob- 
viating, in a great measure, the conse- 
quences of any sirnilai* panic. He 
fully agreed with bis honourable friend 
(Mr Baring) as to the necessity of 
caution in the prosecution of any plan 
which would interfere with long-esta- 
blished interests, or which might have 
the effect of shaking the credit of those 
by whom a great portion of the present 
provincial currency was supplied. His 
honourable friend had very properly said, 
that it would be extremely improvident 
to withdraw so large a portion of the cir- 
culating medium at the present mo- 
ment, particularly when it Imd been 
tried and purified by the recent ordeal ; 
he agi^d with the honourable gentle- 
man on tlmt point, as on others. The 
honourable gentleman said sometbing 
about eighteen millions ; now lie kiiew 
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that in the years 1821 1822, it did 

atnount^to more than seven or eight 
millions, and after recent circumstances, 
when all prudent hankers, even of the 
greatest respectability, had thouglit fit 
to limit their circulation, he took it that 
it did not amount to much more than 
two-thirds of that amount, but even 
with that amount it was his right 
hon. friend’s intention to deal with 
caution and tare ; incfeed he ^proposed 
to allow those notes to wear themselves 
out, guardii^, however, against the pos- 
sibility of any fresh issues. As to the 
period in which the change of the con- 
stitution of the banks was to take place, 
by permission of the Bank of England, 
he apprehended no difficulty from its 
happening in a very short time. It was 
proposed, in order to allow gentlemen 
to wind up their concerns, to receive 
and pay their debts, or to make prepa- 
rations for retiring altogether, to post- 
pone the operation of the law for six 
months. He could not conclude with- 
out expressing, in common with others, 
liis strong feeling upon the subject of 
the liberal conduct of the Bank of Eng- 
land. 

Sir M. W. Ridley approved of the 
principle of letting the notes wear out, 
but thought tliat a bill ought to be passed 
immediately to prevent the bankers 
from taking out and keeping a large 
quantity of stamps on band, and thereby 
prolonging the circulation. 

Mr Hudson Gurney had always dis- 
liked the country bankers’ circulation, 
and more particuku'ly their one-pound 
notes. But fiow the proposed changes 
could be carried into effect, and sove- 
reigns at 3/. 17«, an ounce could 
be substituted for tlie present paper 
issues, was to him totally incompre- 
hensible. 

Mr Denman said, be could not, con- 
sistently with his duty to the country 
and his constituents, avoid protesting 
against the total omission df tjhe subject 
of the com laws in the Speech, or 


refrain from expressing liis sui-prise, 
that while ministers so stoutly uplielcl 
the principles of free trade on every 
question, they should determine to con- 
tinue the restrictions upon that. The 
distress in the manufacturing district 
with which he was connected, was very 
great j greater, he believed, than mi- 
nisters were aware of. A man in* full , 
employment, a skilful man, could not, 
in many trades, earn more than 6^., Is* 
or 8s* a-week, and this was all he had 
for the maintenance of himself and fa- 
mily. And this was tJie time, and 
under these circumstances, that the 
produce of his labour was to be ex- 
posed to the competition of otlier peo- 
ple ; and yet the corn laws were not 
to be repealed. The people who were 
in this condition, were acquiring more 
and more correct knowledge; they were 
persons of good information, who could 
argue soundly, and whose statements 
of their sufferings were both eloquent 
and heart-rending. He, for one, was 
not willing to go back from the prin- 
ciples of free trade, which he had sup- 
ported in that House ; but the House 
ought to follow up these principles, and 
not make the most important of all 
commodities an exception to the rule. 

Mr Alderman Wood rose to say a 
few words in behalf of a large number 
of his constituents, who were suffering 
under great distress— he meant the 
silk- weavers. He did not wish to see 
the old restrictions revived, but he 
wished to see the restrictions removed 
from the corn trade, and he knew that 
these people would not be afraid of 
any competition if the cor« laws were 

repealed. 

The motion for an Address was tli(»n 
agreed to, and some members appoint- 
ed to prepare it#.. 

The House met the following day 
On the question for bringing up the 
report on the address, 

Mr W. Whitmore said that he re- 
gretted that the question of the corn 
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laws was not to be bronglit forward 
by lAinisters in the present session. So 
satisfieil was jie, that, wilh6ut a proper 
settlement of tbe corn question, all at- 
tempts to establisli-a scheme of fi^ee 
trade niust be ineffectual — that as mi- 
nisti»rs liad professed they did not mean 
Ut bVin" it forward, be certainly should 
feel k ins duty to bring it on himself. 

Sir Charles Foibes reminded the 
House, that with regard to the affairs 
of India, the observations of bis honour- 
able friend ( Mr Hume) on the prece- 
<ling evening, were still unanswered. 
The state in which we were now placed 
i n India was extremely critical, and be 
thought that there could be but o»e 
opinion upon the Burmese war — to wit, 
that it should be ended as speedily as 
possible. 

Mr \V. Wynn proceeded to defend 
both tbe principle and tlie«,conduct of 
tbe Burinese war. Was there any one 
who could deny, not merely that actual 
aggi ession bad been committed by the 
Burmese, but that an evident disposi- 
tion to aggression had for a lojig time 
been manifested ? For tbe, conduct of 
our troops, and the success of our arms 
in India, who was there that could irn- 
peath either? If an enemy constantly 
flying before us, did not bear some tes- 
'liinony to the strength and valour of 
our troops, he did n(»t know what lio- 
nourable g<Mitlemen would desire. 

Mr C. H. Hutchiiisoa complained 
that the Sp(*ecli contairie<l no reference 
to the affairs of Ireland. He iiad hoped, 
as an Irish ineinber, to have, beard of 
some attempts to secure peace and con- 
cord for liistcoiintry. But lie discoveixjd 
no pledge in the Speech that any spe- 
c,ific, cxertioliis would he so applied, it 
wtis trii(», that some indications of a 
favourable change were perceivable. 
But how were the people of Ireland to 
he secured in the enjoyment of tlieir 
prescmt tranquillity unless they saw a 
ruling spirit in- the ciihiuet ready at all 
limes to exert ils<*lf for their ndiefr 


We were at present on good tenns 
with France. We had no jealousy of 
her growing greatness, though slie was 
moving forward in a splendid career. 
She was increasing in resources, her 
trade was prosperous, and lior revenues 
ahun<lant. We might not remain on 
terms so pacific, as at present, and her 
resources might be powerfully turned 
against us, as they had been by her 
former nufster, NSipoleon. Should that 
period ever arrive, this country ought 
to he in a situation which would ren- 
der all her power available. But that 
could not be with respect to Ireland, 
unless means were applied to include 
her in the general system of amity and 
co-operation, which was the distin- 
guishing character of the counsels of 
government at present adopted. 

Mr Lockhart did not feel so much 
apprehension as had been expressed by 
many honourable members, at the late 
agitations in the commercial siffairs of 
the country, because he considered oc-» 
casional paroxysms of that nature as con- 
comitant with, and nearly inseparable 
from, the enlarged and growing trade 
and resources of this gi*eat nation. Ho 
could not agiee in attributing any of 
the distress which had prevailed to the 
Bank of England, though he was not 
prepared to oppose the measures which 
were likely to bc‘ proposed for opouing 
the baidving business. He considered 
it, liowever, very questionable, whether 
the mere allowance" by law to form 
banking establishments of more than 
the statutable number of partners, 
would be sufficient. As to improving 
the business of hanking by enlarging 
the number in the firm, let it he ob- 
served, that though the existing law 
limited it to six persons, it was seldoni 
found that a country haitkiiig estahlish- 
qient contained so many as tin? law al- 
lowed. He heli(wed tliat tlu^ average 
would ilot exceed three to a firm in all 
t}ie existing* establishments. H«» ap- 
proveil of the resolution of ministers to 
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perseiiere in estal>lisliing the principloR 
of fre^ trade, and had no other objec- 
tions to urge to the fneasiires about to 
be proposed but those which he had 
now expressed. 

Sir T. Lethbridge thought that the 
Speech was liiglily satisfactory. The 
fpiestion of the (*,orn laws was the 
most difficult, intricate, important ques- 
tion which ^could bq agitated in that 
House. It was clearly inf|)roper to 
bring it forward at a time when the 
attention of Parliament was likely to 
he taken up with an important altera- 
tion in the cun'ency. The question of 
the currency most naturally went first, 
and must he set at rest before tliey 
could undertake that of the corn laws. 

Mr Hume was surpnsed at the course 
of argum^t pursued by the honour- 
able baronet who had just sat dowa. 
The honourable baron(‘t bad contended 
that the corn laws should be consi- 
dered as part of the currency question. 
By what process of reasoning that po- 
sition could he made out, he was at a 
loss to guess. As well might he call 
the East India Company's monopoly of 
l<‘a a part of the currency question. He 
had opportunities of knowing the sen- 
timents of the manufacturers as well, 
perhaps, as the lionourable baronet; 
and he could take it on Jiirn to say, 
that they were not afraid of an exten- 
sion of the principles of free trade, pro- 
vided no reserve was made, and that 
those* principles were applied to corn 
as well as to all other things. He be- 
lieved that ministers were well inclined 
to carry their principles of free trade 
to every article — to corn as well as all 
others; hut that tliey feared the in- 
fluence which might he opposed to 
them on the corn trade; and, from what 
had occurred in another place with re- 
spect to the Canada Corn Bill, tfiere 
Avas no doubt that influence was coii- 
siderahle. He now <*ame to the ob- 
servations of the right* hon. gentle- 
• maii (Mr Wynn,) and contended that 


they liad not answered his questions. 
This indifF|prence on so irnjKntiint « 
subject wa^ the more to he larn(*nted, 
as there was not a free ju'ess in India. 
That had beert put down by the most 
arbitrary, and, as he would contend, il- 
legal proceedings. With respect to* the 
Burmese war, the right hon, gentk*- 
man hatl said, that he (Mr Hume*) was* 
bound to prove the assertion that it 
had been wantonly commenced. Tin* 
present was, lie knew, not the prop(»r 
time for entering into a discussion on 
that point ; but lie would at the projier 
time he prepared to contend, that there 
was not, in all the papers which had 
Iteen, or could he, ]>roducod on that 
subject, any one document which could 
show that the Burmese nation )ia<l 
shown a disposition to commence the 
war. But the inefficiency of the (io- 
vernor-Gc^eral was not denied even by 
the Court of Directors. It was pub- 
licly stated, that lie did not possess the 
confidence of that body, and yet h(* 
was maintained at tin* head f>f the In- 
dian government, lie could not re- 
frain from reading one extract from a 
letter which an lionourable friernl (if 
his in that house had received from a 
highly respectable and intelligent mili- 
tary officer in Calcutta ; and here 
him observe, tliat the sentiments con- 
tained in this letter wer^» the same as 
those of eveiy letter whiidi he had seen 
on this subject. The letter to which he 
alluded contained these words ; — 
“ There was never a more inefficient 
governor. He is imbecile in the ex- 
treme.” 

Mr Freemantle, in allusion to the 
reports said to have reai^^iedi England, 
on the state of our affairs on the 
Burmese frontier, could assure tlie 
House that every one of the public lel- 
tem wliich had recently been received, 
hold out the most confidinit liopes of h 
prosperous termination of hostilities. 
The honourable gentleman ( Mr llunie ) 
had sjiid that the Court of Directors 
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Iiad no confidence in the government 
of Lord Amherst. This statement, he 
must take leave to say, was altogether 
without foundation. As to the autho- 
rity of letters from Lridia, on which the 
honourable member seemed to plate so 
much reliance, he would observe, that 
he also had seen many letters from 
that Country, from persons equally in- 
telligent and respectable aa those to 
ivhom the honourable member had al- 
luded, and they gave a very different 
account of the state of feeling in India 
from that which the honourable gentle* 
man had described. 

Sir C. Forbes. — With respect to the 
melancholy affair at Barrackpore, ‘*t 
should be stated, in justice to Lord 
Amherst, that he was not in any de- 
gree implicated in that occurrence. 

Mr W. Wynn could not see on 
what ground it should ever*have been 
asserted that Lord Amherst was im- 
plicated in the affair of Barrackpore. 

Mr Hume defended the authenticity 
of the information contained in the 
letters to which he had referred, and 
observed that many of them came from 
parties as respectable as any from whom 
the riglit honourable gentleman recei- 
ved bis accounts from India. As to the 


affair at Barrackpore, the conduct of 
government was blaineable, in i^^lglect- 
ing to give any ailfewer to the applica- 
tions made to them on the pait of the 
troops which had refused to march* 
He understood that a communication 
was made on their part full ten days 
before the melancholy affair in which 
the transaction ended, and that it was 
suffered to lie in fhe office without any 
answer being given to it. He under- 
stood that the then Adjutant-General 
was now in London, and the truth of 
the circumstance to which he alluded 
might be easily ascertained. 

Mr Freemantle observed, that the 
honourable member was greatly mis- 
led, if he believed that no communica- 
tion was made to the refractory troops 
for ten days before it was ‘found ne- 
cessary to resort to force. The very 
reverse was the fact; for, from the 
time when they first objected to march, 
up to tlie period when the fatal termi- 
nation of the affair occurred, commu- 
nications were, he might say, hourly 
made to them from government, and 
no pacific effort was left untried. 

The address was then brought up, 
and agreed to without a division. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Commercial Distress.— Paper Curren6y.—Bfink Charter and Promtsson/ 
Notes Dills^—Bank Advances for Relief of Commercial Distress. — Local 
Payment of Bank Notes. — Paper Currency of Scotland . — Usury Laws. 


The import of his Majesty’s speech, 
and the debates consequent upon it in 
both Houses of Parliament, evinced 
the deep sense entertained by the three 
branches of the Legislature of the com« 
mercial distress which prevailed, and 
the importance attached by them to 
the state of the currency as the prin- 
cipal cause of it. In order to mitigate 
that distress, but chiefly to prevent its 
recurrence, no time was lost by mi- 
nisters in introducing to Parliament 
two important measures, with a view 
to the rectification of the currency ; the 
one, a Bill for prohibiting the circula- 
tion of bank promissory notes under 
the value of L.5, beyond the 5th of 
April 1829; and the other, a Bill 
abridging the extensive privileges of 
the Bank of England, so far as to al- 
low the establishment of banking com- 
panies, with an unlimited number of 
partners, at a distance of sixty-five 
miles from the metropolis. The dis- 
cussion of these measures, jand that of 
others, which will be fpund stated in 
tile title to this chapter, were, from tlie 
affinity of th(‘ subjects, in a manner 


blended together ; and were by far the 
most interesting and important, as well 
as lengthened, that occurred in the 
course of the session. 

The introduction of the two mea- 
sures we have particularly mentioned, 
was preceded by several motions for 
returns, and also debates, liaving re- 
lation to the merits of tliose mea- 
sures. 

In the House of Lords, on Thursday, 
Feb. 9, The Marquis of Lansdowii said, 
that in moving for certain returns rela- 
ting to the late commercial embarrass- 
ments, he was desirous of offering a few 
observations for the purpose of express- 
ing the opinion he entertained on tin* 
subject. The evil had befen occasioned 
by the alteration in prices. • Men who 
had purchased at a maximum were 
compelled to sell at a minimum price. 
He believed it/a^as the opinion of mi- 
nisters that no adequate remedy could 
be applied to the evil. But although 
he concurred in this opinion, he never- 
theless thought that ho time shoiifd he 
lost J^y Parliament in iiiv(^«tlgating its 
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cause; and, if no remedy could be 
found, in endeavouring to f]iscover a 
]>reventative. There were twq classes of 
evils arising from the state of the cur- 
rency. The firat was its excess, which 
j)r(>duced the exportation of llie pre- 
cioiis*, metals, by affecting prices and 
the exchanges. Another class of evil 
was the insecurity with wliich it visit- 
t‘d the lower orders of the community, 
by depriving tliem of the value of their 
labour and the profits of their industry. 
The latter was by far the most serious 
grievance of the two. When he recol- 
lected the prerogatives of the crown, 
none appeared to him more valuable 
than that of coining money, which, in-*" 
terposed as a shield between ignorance 
and fraud. In country towns, local 
paper was usually the only currency 
in which the poor were paid for their 
labour. If they refused to refceive the 
paper in payment, they must go with- 
out the reward of their labour. The 
state of the cuirency, as connected with 
the issue of small notes, was, therefore, 
a subject which called for serious at- 
tention. He believed there was no per- 
son, but must now be of opinion that 
the excessive issue of small notes had 
had the effect of driving the precious 
m^Hals out of the country, as well as 
of raising prices g(*nerally, during the 
last two years. This observation ap- 
plied more particuLarly to the notes of 
country bankers. The effect produ- 
ced by an excessive issue of small 
notes had been most coirectly descri- 
bed in a pamphlet by Mr Tooke, who 
justly stated the operation of an over- 
issue to be this — the first effect was to 
create an artificial abundance of capi- 
tal ; the accumulation of capital caused 
a reduction in the rate of interest; 
by the reduction in theu'ate of interest 
facilities were afforded for speculation ; 
speculation produced a rise in prices ; 
tne alteration in prices checked the 
progi’ess of mercantile exports, an<l so 
caused the precious metals to bq sent 


out of the country. With respeiit to 
tlie consequences^ of suppressing the 
issue of small notes, he entertained no 
apprehension whatever. It* was, he 
knew, the opinion of many, that a pa- 
per currency was ‘a species of accom- 
modation, of which tlie country in its 
present situation, and with its existing 
amount of taxation, stood in need. After 
the most attentive consideration, he 
could not bring his mind to believe, 
that it was at all advantageous tc ena- 
ble a person to do that without capi- 
tal which should only he done with ca- 
pital. It remained to he considered 
whetlier the average rate of prices 
might not be as great under a metal- ‘ 
lie currency. Suppose a commodity, 
which, under a paper cuirency, sold at 
one time for L.lOO, and at another for 
L.60, should, under a metallic cur- 
rency, sell at two different periods for 
L.90 and L.60 ; the average was the 
same, and it was certainly more advan-’ 
tageous to the interests of the commu- 
nity that a steady scale of prices exist, 
than that a constant fiuCtuation sliould 
take ])lace, occasioned by a system of 
paper issues. Some pei’sons, he knew, 
held the opinion that this most opulent 
country could not procure such a share 
of the precious metals as would enable 
lier to carry on hor commercial trans- 
actions. He knew that such an opi- 
nion was contrary to fact. It was proved 
by experience, that when any occa- 
sion for it existed, a flow of gold inte> 
this country never failed to take place. 
On one occasion the Bank was able, 
in the coui-se of two years, to increase 
a treasui'c of less than three millions of 
gold to fourteen millions. Whils"t ho 
entertained the opinion which Ik?, had 
expressed, of the propriety of checking 
the issue of the small notes of country 
barfks, he was equally desirous to see 
the Bank jof England deprived of the 
power of circujiating notes of the same 
kind. The Bank deserved gi*eat credit 
forllie ])romptitudc w ith which tlieyen- 
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^leai^oured to aiTcst tlic effects of tlic 
fate garlic; but lie^iyould add, that the 
Bank, ill the first instance, so far from 
having arrested tlie progress of the late 
.evils, had increaseil them by the extent 
of its issues. He •believed it 'would 
appear, that in 1825« but more parti- 
cularly ill 1824, whilst the country 
bank paper was being increased, con- 
siderable ^dditionsb were made to the 
issues o( ]>aper and discounts of the 
Bank of England. This was a time 
when an efficacious check upon the pa- 
per circulation might have been admi- 
nistered by the Bank. During the pro- 
gress of that inquiry, the result of which 
w'as known by the name of the bullion 
report, one of the highest pei'sons con- 
nected with the Bank, when asked what 
he coiisiifered to be the criterion of an 
excess in the issue of paper currency, 
replied, A state of trade in which 
.money is hawked about everywhere, 
and in which many persons are in- 
duced to undertake uncertain and im- 
piTident speculations." He would ask 
their Lordships whether, independent- 
ly of the exportation of the precious 
metals, which was actually taking place 
in 1824, to South America, a more ac- 
idulate description could be given of the 
stale of trade and speculation in Eng- 
land at that period than was to be found 
in the words which he had just quoted? 
Money was hawked about everywhere, 
and tile most imprudent speculations 
were going on. He was inclined to 
hope much from the abandonment of 
pait of the Bank privileges. He ven- 
tured to suggest that it would be ex- 
pedient to provide, that wherever coun- 
try hank notes should be issued, there 
they should bo made payable* There 
were many persons who approved of the 
artificial paper currency, because they 
considered that it enabled them to ful- 
fil those obligations which .otherwise 
they could not do. He jvas unwilling 
to admit the possibility of the counUy 
being incapable of fullilliiig all its en- 


gagements. If he could entertain sucli 
an opinion, he would say, in* God's name 
declaie the fact, and aiiopt a system of 
policy applicable to the situation in 
whicli we were placed. Proceed upon 
fixed principles, bat abanefon a system 
which caused perpetual revolutions. 
He concluded with moving for j;he fol- 
lowing pajiers . < 

‘‘ I. An account of the number of 
Bank of England notes in circulation 
on the 15th of Feb., the 15th of May, 
the 15th of Aug., and the 15th of Nov,^ 
in each year, from 1819 to 1825, dis- 
tinguishing the notes for L.5 and un- 
der ; and a like account of notes of the 
Banks of Scotland and Ireland. 

‘‘ 2. An account of all the notes is- 
sued by country bankers in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, from 1819, up 
to the latest period at which the rt*- 
turns could he made, distinguishing tli<^ 
amount of the notes, and the period at 
which they were issued. 

3. An account of the number of 
banknipts in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, from 1819 to the latest period 
at which the return could be made, 
distinguishing those who were bankers. 

“ 4. Copies of all charters granted 
to banking establishments during the 
same period." • 

The Earl of Liverpool did not rise 
for the purpose of opposing the motion, 
nor did he feel it nei'essary to tronbJe 
their Lordships with more tlian a few 
wonls on the present occasion; first, 
because it would be his duty at a very 
early period to submit to the considera- 
tion of tlie House certain measures, 
which would afford him an opportunity 
of stating his opinions with !*espect to 
the present posture of aftairs ; and, se- 
condly, beciiuse there was hardly a sen- 
tence which the^noble marquis had ut- 
tered, from beginning tO' end, with 
which he was not disposed to agrei*. 

The Earl of Caernaxvon approved of 
the plan of extending the iimuber of 
partners in banking estabUbliinents, as 
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a measure ca1(*iiiat(Kl to give them m- 
creased cetilidence throughout the coun- 
try ; and agre^ also in the propriety 
of each of the partn<^ in such esta- 
blishments being made liable in the 
tvhole amount of his property for the 
concerns of the bank. Accompanied 
yntb these measures, he would gladly 
see. the country return to silver as the 
standard of the currency, suchtts silver 
was at the old mint price. As to the 
proposed measure of withdrawing the 
one and two-pound notes, tliat was, in 
his opinion, by no means calculated to 
remove present evils. Such a measure 
would operate injuriously to the farmer^^ 
and to the bumble class of agricultu- 
rists and dealers in the country, who 
principally carried on their business by 
means of the one and two-pound notes. 
Besides, great injury would^ he done 
generally to the comnmnityr by with- 
drawing so latge a sum as six or seven 
millions — the amount of these small 
notes — ^iromthe circulation of the coun- 
try, and tliat at a time, when it was 
desirable to give it an extension. That 
the withdrawing the one and two- 
pound notes, and the substitution of a 
metallic currency, would not go to the 
root of the evil, appeared, not from his 
statement merely, but from the letter 
of the First Lonl of the Treasury, and 
his colleague the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to the Bank Directors. It was 
there stated, that though a recur- 
rence to a gold circulation in the coun- 
try, for the reasons already stated, might 
be productive of some good, itwould by 
no means go to the root of the evil.” 
The letter proceeded thus : — ** We 
have abuddant proof of the truth of this 
position, in the events which took place 
in the spring of 1793, when a con- 
vulsion occurred in the money transac- 
tions and circulation of the country, 
more extensive than that which we 
have recently experienced At that 
period nearly a hundred country banks 


were obliged to stop payment, andliPar- 
liament was induq^d to grant an^issue 
of Exchequer Bills to relieve the dis- 
tress. Yet, in the year 1793, there 
were no one or two-pound notes in cir- 
culation in England, either by country 
banks or by the Bank of England.'* 
In Scotland, an approved system of 
banking had been brought to the test 
of experience* This was i^lmitted in 
the letter dt' the noble earl (.Lord Li- 
verpool). — He would wish to see bank- 
ing establishments of equal solidity in 
this country ; at all events, he hoped 
the House would come to no resolu- 
tion without the fullest information. 
With a view of supplying that infor- 
mation, he moved, « That there he laid 
before the House an account of all the 
notes issued by the Bank o{ England 
and the country hanks since 1790.” 
The motion of his noble friend (Lord 
Lansdown) went only so far back as 
1819, but be was desirous of reverting 
to an earlier period, for the purpose 
considering the issues of that period, 
ami particularly of 1793, 1795, and 
1797, and of comparing them with 
those of the present time wtien similai* 
distresses prevailed. 

These motions were then agreed to* 

In the House of Commons, same 
day, Mr Hume moved for an account 
of the number of country banks issuing 
notes, which had become bankrupt in 
England since January 18iG ; stating 
the places at which the business had 
been carried on, the number of part- 
ners in each establishment, the amount 
of debts proved against ea^ establish- 
ment, and the dividends paid. At the 
suggestion of Mr Pascoe Grenfell, the 
account ealkid for was extended to 
Scotland. ^ 

Mr Maberly thought the motion al- 
together oUectionahle, as an interfes*- 
ence with tb^ aiiUirs of individuals. 

Mr John Smith said, be was disposed 
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to ftU];^rt the motion. He bad that 
inorrii^ i*ead the coiT®8p®“^l®wce be- 
tween the Treasury and the Bank of 
England; and had been much struck 
with a paragraph which stated that the 
country banks bad for some time fos* 
teredy supported^ and encouraged, a 
rash spirit of speculation. Now, in the 
name and on behalf of very many coun- 
try bankers, Jie begged to say that they 
expected the Chancellor of tfie Exche- 
quer would name the evidence and 
grounds upon which he had made that 
sweeping observation. 

The Cliancellor of the Exchequer 
saw no objection whatever to the mo- 
tion of the hon. member (Mr Hume.) 
With regard to what had fallen from 
the hon. member (Mr J, Smith,) he 
could only &y, that with reference to 
the language in which the country 
bankers were spoken of in the corre- 
8|)ondence between the Government 
and Bank of England, certainly, it never 
had been the intention of ministers to 


no choice or discretion to use ; .tliey 
must facilitate the views of •their cus- 
tomers. Xlie Scotdi s/stem did not 
discourage speculation* He was con- 
vinced that the introduction of it into 
this country would lead to mere bai^- 
ruptcies. 

Ml* Robertson pmised the Scotch 
system of banking, which had raised* 
Scotland, *from being one of the poor- 
est countries in the world, to the high- 
est pitch of prosperity.— He chiefly 
condemned the new, rash, and adven- 
turous system of commercial policy 
which Ministers were avowedly pursu- 
ii^. Let the House consider what 
u was for the country to send out 
L.24,000,000 of its wealth annually in 
exports, without any return, and then 
say whether or not they could do with- 
out the aid of country bank paper. By 
the country banks the nation had been 
enabled to sustain this draining upon 
its resources without absolute exhaus- 
tion. 


convey the slightest imputation against 
individuals. Their argument went 
merely to the general system of coun- 
try banking. Every man who possess- 
ed, and traded with considerable ca- 
pital, was, more or less, an encouiuger 
of speculation ; and to say so, was nei- 
ther an impeachment of bis honour nor 
of his integrity. 

Mr Calcraft said, it was well for mi- 
nisters to talk of country paper ; the 
right honourable gentleman had as 
much accommodation paper in the mar- 
ket as heaven knew bow many of the 
country banks put together ; and no- 
thing had more contributed to do mis- 
cliief in the late panic than the im- 
mense amount of Exchequer Biileafloat. 

Mr Hudson Gurney siM, that the 
whole system of country baiJcing was 
opposed to speculation, which the couif- 
try bankers, of all mankind; were most 
interested to prevent. When the whole 
country was carried away with a rage 
of speculating, then, indeed, they had 


Fhiday, Feb. 10. — The order of tlie 
day for the House resolving itself into 
a committee of the whole House, to 
consider of an alteration in the Bank 
Charter and Promissory Notes acts, 
having been read, • 

Lord Folkeston said, that in his opi- 
nion the right hon, gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) had sto- 
len rather an unfair march upon tJiem. 
If the right hon. gentleman would be- 
gin now and det^ his plan, and show 
clearly the nature of what ho intended 
to propose in the committee, his objec- 
tion would he obviated. But if he re- 
quired the House to go first off all into 
tlie committee, then would the House 
be treated, in his opinion, most unfair- 
ly, because they^were driven forward 
to an undertaking, the reasons or ne-» 
cessity for which were not yet explain- 
ed or decided upon. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was nul awaic that ho had stolen a 
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tnaroh oii liis Lordship, the House, or 
the public'^ 1 

Ml* Barinj*: complained that the course 
taken was only suitable to subjects of 
a common and obvious kind. Were 
they about to consult on a subject of 
the most insignificant or frivolous na- 
ture, they could not proceed with ^eat- 
er hivity ; whereas tins was a subject 
wliich should have been preceded by 
every possible means of intelligence. 

Mr Calcraft. — The noble lord was 
right in his objection to the coui*He 
taken ; but it would not have the effect 
of jirecluding objections to the ])ian, 
even in its preliminaries. 

The Speaker then left the chair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—. 
If he did not feel that he was acting in 
the discharge of a great public trust, Ih? 
should he appalled at the magnitude 
and difficulty of the subject on which 
he had now to address the House. One 
source of reliance at least he found in 
himself — he came to this deliberation 
with a good conscience ; and he hoped 
that he might venture to ask the House 
for their gravest attention. Before he 
stated at large the views of the govern- 
ment, he would say that ministers 
vouki liave deserted their duty, would 
have betrayed their public trust, ha<i 
they not deq)ly <*onsidercd the causes 
which led to the general distress, and 
come forward with such propositions as 
they conceived most applicable. He 
must observe lieforehan<l, that it would 
be self-delusion were they to flatter 
themselves into a belief that any mea- 
sures to which they could resort would 
act as ah iiifallible remedy as to the 
future. Whatever they might think it 
necessary to do, they must not hope to 
apply a lasting remedy to the fluctua- 
tions of trade, the rise and fall of prices, 
or the ebb and flow of public and pri« 
vate confidence- He was aware how 
this argument might he turned against 
)iim. Jt would be saki, that if circum- 


stances were so varying, any ^ieasnre 
must he wholly useless. Th^fe cer- 
tainly seemed an inconsistency ; hut he 
would attempt to meet it. tJiuIer what- 
ever circumstances a currency existed, 
fluctuations of price must occur, from 
causes unconnected with the circulating 
medium. But if these fluctuations were 
incidental to a country whose cirnila- 
tion was exclnsiviily metaBic, they were 
still more likely to occur cn countries 
like this, where the circulation was 
partly metallic, and in part composed of 
paper convertible into metallic money. 
Such a currency gave facilities both to 
the bon-ower and tbe lender ; of which 
the inevitable tendency was a quicker 
rise of prices ; ami, upon any reverse, 
a more precipitate downfall. This ten- 
dency, then, in onr own country, must 
expose us, whatever the Legislature 
might do, to tlui most active species of 
fluctuation. Its results, too, would be 
infinitely aggravated, though not cau- 
sed by a circulation like ours ; beciiuse, 
when the paper circulation was not con- 
fined to notes of tbe larger denomina- 
tion, upon any in(*rease of tliat commer- 
cial speculation which it inevitably eii- 
cooraged, tbe tendency was to aggra- 
vate the insecurity of the bodies from 
whom tbe paper circulation issued. 
Gentlemen connected with such esta- 
blishments liad said, that they ditl not 
care a farthing for the power to issue 
one or two-pound notes ; and one ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr H. (iumey) 
protested that he was anxious to get rid 
of them. If, then, they were neither a 
source of profit, nOr an object of neces- 
sity, and if they had a direct tendency 
to increase the circulating medium be- 
yond the point it would at any time 
he likely to reach without them, lie 
thought they were still farther to he 
<feprecated, as directly contraverting 
the tenor Of the act of 1819; an act 
which was passed with the unanimous 
approbation of all paities. That they 
counteracted the tendency of thsvt act 
H 
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was i^t to be disputed ; and, if so, 
wliereVras the innov^ion which some 
gentlemen had accused ministers of 

E ressing upon the approbation of the 
[ouse? He would say, that it was the 
honourable gentlemen* opposed to them 
who were Uie theori8t(|p But he was 
met by the assertion, that to touch the 
small notes would affect the paper cre- 
dit of the (jpuntry generally. Would 
any man say, that it would Ue prejudi- 
cial to the currency, that those who had 
the nianagemeiit of it should be called 
upon to give security for its stability? — 
anci was or was not that security want- 
ed in the case of the notes of small de- 
nomination ? These were the very notes 
which generally fell into the hands of 
poor and hard-working persons, who 
might perhdps providently acquire out 
of the produce of their industry three 
or four of those one-pound notes. W bat 
became of the prospects of that useful 
and praiseworthy class, when this source 
of supply was cut off from them by the 
failure of a country bank ? At ju-esent, 
the poor man must depend on the ope- 
ration of general speculations, of which 
he knew and could know nothing ; or 
upon the effect of an over-issue of paper, 
of which he was equally ignorant. And, 
then, when any panic arose, who was 
the first to rush forward to secure bis 
property ? The poor man. And thus 
was the panic commenced. Example, 
however, was contagious. It appeared, 
therefore, that the power of issuing 
these notes was one great source of the 
insecurity of country bankers. Men 
placed in such situations, and liable to 
such influences, could not be said to 
hold their credit upon permanent and 
secure foundations. Was not, then, the 
remedy to be found in getting rid of the 
dangerous part of this paper circulation, 
and in making the attempt, was he pro- 
[msing anything new ? Quite the con- 
trary. The propriety of restricting the 
circulation of small notes* was never 
questioned. Fifty years ago parliament 
VOL. XIX. PART. I. 


S3 

passed an act (in n73) prohibiting the 
circulation of any notes under 20/. In 
1777 this restriction, fof the better ac- 
commodation of the increasing trade of 
the country, was removed, and permis- 
sion granted to issue notes* not uqder 
5/. ; and in 1787, that act, which .had 
been passed for a temporary purpose, 
was made perpetual. In that state the 
law continued until 1797, when one 
and^two pound notes were fii’st brought 
into circulation. When the Bank Re- 
striction Act of 1797 was passed, it 
was clear, that unless the prohibition 
wei*e withdrawn from the circulation of 
the smaller notes, the country would be 
aTtogether deprived of the means of 
carrying on its business. It was, how- 
ever, then intended, that the suspension 
of the law, which suppressed the small 
notes, should be always commensurate 
with the duration of the Bank Restric- 
tion Act ; and in the year 1819, when 
the Bank Restriction Act was under 
discussion, the strongest opinions were 
pronounced, the united declarations of 
the parliament and of the whole coun- 
try were proclaimed, that cash pay- 
ments should, as soon as possible, be 
restored to the ancient basis. When 
his right honourable friend (Mr Peel) 
had brought in his hill, even then pav- 
liament had never dreamt of the possi- 
bility of allowing the circulation of 
these notes for a .series of years after 
the Bank w’^ere allowed, or compelhHl, 
to pay their notes in cash. With re- 
spect to the subsequent act of 1822, 
which allowed the circulation of this 
class of notes, he now confessed, that 
be had always felt regret, and still did 
regret, the step taken on that^ occasion 
by parliament. It was, however, then 
understood 1>etween the government 
and the country /bankers, tliat though 
they objected tliroughout in the strong- 
est manner to the deposits, many of 
them were content to surrender the issue 
of the 1/. and 2L notes! So far as the 
hankenj were concerned, then, they 
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rouUl not now turn round and nftect to 
set a prominent value uponjthat which 
they had on former occasions treated 
so lightly. Those who argued that the 
circulation of small notes was essential 
to the country, were driven to this po- 
sition — ^they were bound not to stop 
with opposing his proposition, but to 
call for an eternal continuance of the 
circulation of the small notes. Then 
vrho would be the parties calling for a 
cliange ? Not, as lie had said before, the 
government, but those who, contrary 
to a repeatedly established principle, 
demanded the perpetual duration of a 
small paper currency. He was asto- 
nished at the attempt to establish^ a 
connexion between rents and these 
notes : bis own belief was, that so fai* 
from this species of circulation assisting 
in the maintenance of the country gen- 
tlemen's rent-roll, it would be impossi- 
ble for rents to be paid at all, should it 
be long continued. It was possible 
that other opponents might say, You 
ought not to press your plan, on account 
of the manner in which it must practi- 
cally cramp the circulation, lower the 
price of produce, embarrass all the 
tmnsactions of agriculture and com- 
merce, and paralyze the industry of the 
people/* Now he would reply, that 
tliese apprehensions were visionary. In 
1819 it became necessary for the Bank 
of England to take measures to meet 
the operation of the law, for the pay- 
ment of their notes in cash. The mode 
which they adopted was, to contract 
their issues as speedily as possible, to 
lower the pric.e of gold. It appeared 
that after tlie Bank had made these ar- 
rangemepts, there had been coined at 
the Mint a sum of not less than 
25,236,000/. In 1 820, there were 
coined at the Mint 94^,000 sovereigns ; 
in 1821, 9,520,000 ; in 1822,5,250,000. 
So that, in three years, the Bank suc- 
c^ded, after righting the foreign ex- 
changes, and reducing the price of gold, 
in having coined 15,000,000 sovereigns. 


He did not mean to say that this []^ocess 
was conducted throughout without dis- 
tress, but upon turning to the prices of 
commodities, they would 6nd that, in 
1822, affairs had greatly mended ; and 
this, while the paper of the banks had 
gi^eatly diminished, that of the Bank of 
Rngland necessai'ily, for otherwise they 
could not have carried their contempla- 
ted measures intq effect. In 1820 the 
bank papefr circulation was ^^,875,000/.; 
in 1821,21,759,000/.; and in 1822, only 

18.000. 000/. Still it might he said, 
that however practicable it might be to 
convert this paper into specie, it was 
an operation of sucIj magnitude as could 
not he caiTied into effect without an in- 
creased pressure upon existing interests. 
This, to a certain degree, he was ready 
to admit. Some interests must always 
suffer in these important changes ; but 
they must consider that the present 
case was not like that of 1819, in 
which the basis of the metallic circula- 
tion had to be laid. Thei*e would cer- 
tainly he less difficulty in enlarging a 
currency already half metallic, than was 
experienced in introducing the metals 
when nothing but paper was adoat. 
The gold coined at the Mint, up to the 
present time, amounted to 25,236,000/. 
There had been exported, since 1819, 
7,269,000/. of gold. However, within 
the last half year, the foreign exchanges 
becoming favourable, a large proportion 
of the exported gold had returned — 
not in ingots, hut in gold coin, to the 
amount of 1,000,000/. sterling ; so that 
the total loss upon the export of gold, 
might be taken at 6,000,000/. Hence 

19.000. 000/. remained for the use of 
the country. But it possible that 
some coin had gone abroad in the pock- 
ets of individuals, and in the payments 
of the trade of smuggling, a sum which, 
it estimated at 2,000,0^/. would still 
leave no let^s than 17,000,000/. of gold 
available* % ^hecountiy at this moment. 
The exchanges were now so favour- 
able as to make it profitable to import 
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. Taking this general esti- 

mat?, they had a pretty large basis to 
build on ; and if they turned to the 
state of the paper currency, they would 
see, with tolerable accuracy, the nature 
of what they would be required to per- 
form* He spoke not*of the aggregate 
paper circulation, but merely of the 
smaller notes. The number of these 
notes whiqh were sminiped ^om f820 to 
1 825 inclusive, was, ini 82 1 , 1 ,683,824/.; 
1822,2,214,623/.: 1823, 1,888,959/.; 
1824, 1,969,758/. ; 1825, 2,501,849/. ; 
and up to the 5th of January 1826, 
3,172,477/. He believed that if they 
estimated the amount of the country 
bank paper by trebling the amount of 
one year, it would not be under-rated. 
The ave^e of three years, taking 
2,000,00^ annually as the principle of 
the calculation, would make 6,000,000/. 
of this kind of circulating medium. 
But although that amount was proba- 
bly in circulation in 1825, there could 
be no doubt that the amount had been 
recently much reduced, particularly 
from last July, when, owing to the in- 
terposition of some difficulty by a Bris- 
tol banker, in the payment of a one- 
pound note in specie, a considerable 
sensation of uneasiness on one side was 
created, and of caution on the other. 
When great apprehensions became af- 
terwards more general, the consequence 
was a re-action, before which some 
bankers failed, and the convulsion of 
public credit in its turn affected the 
confidence of the solid and solvent 
bankei*s. These latter l)anker8, there- 
fore, immediately controlled their issues 
as well as they could. Supposing, then, 
that in 1825, 6,000,000/. was the total 
amount of these notes in circulation, 
the number now could not possibly be 
estimated at more than 4,000,000/. In 
this view, the utmost necessity wlftch 
could result from his proposixion, in the 
course of the next thrpe years (the 
time to which he meant to restrict the 
drculation of the 1/. and 2/. notes). 


would be to supply the vacuum with 
four millions of gold. He conceived 
that all the notions wbich prevailed of 
the difficulties .that must, it was said, 
attend the filling up of this paper va- 
cuubi, would be found visionary and 
groundless in the end. He implored 
them to brave this imaginary, danger ; 
and if they must, as they ought,. takc« 
sound principles for their rules of action, 
to take them in a time of peace, when 
sound principles were, ?* if they were 
worth a farthing, proper to he acted 
upon. Other causes had been alluded 
to, besides the excess of paper currency, 
^arising out of various measures adopt- 
ed by the Bank of England, some on 
account of the Bank itself, and others 
with the concurrence and in further-' 
ance of the objects of government. 
The average amount of Bank of Eng- 
land notes in circulation in 1823, was 
19,137,000/. In 1824, the circulation 
was 20,616,000/, ; which showed an 
increase of about a million and a half 
on the issue of 1823. But in 1825, it 
again fell to 19,751,000/. The increase 
which was apparent in 1824, was partly 
charged as turning the exchanges 
against this country. Now, it by no 
means followed that the Bank issue 
had that elSect; because it would»be 
found that there was an impossibility 
of assuming any direct celationship be- 
tween the amount of Bank of England 
notes in circulation, and those of the 
country banks ; it frequently happen- 
ed that when the former were great, 
the latter bore no relative proportion, 
and vice versd. But it was supposed, 
that, assuming this increase to have 
contributed to the difficulties, part of 
the blame was attributable to ministers, 
owing to the arrangements which had 
taken place between the Bank and the 
goveiTiment. He thought that the ar- 
gument would lose all its weight when 
it was recollected thgt the Bank had, 
at the same time, proceeded on the new 
principle of advancing money upon 
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mortgage^ to the amount of more than 
a millimi. The arrangement alluded 
t^ between the Bank and the govern* 
meat could not, upon a.fair comparison 
of all the circumstances, hare raised 
the apiount Of hank issues more than 
200,0.00/. or 300,000/., comparing the 
years 1^24 and 1826, and including 
^^he effect of the mortgage advance. So 
that the arrangement could not in itself 
have caused that extensive issue of pa- 
per. He wouIi<l now proceed to detail 
the plans by which government pro- 
posed to effect the establishing a safer 
basis for the currency. There were 
two inodes by which this alteration 
could be effected ; the one by declaring ’ 
at once that no small notes should be 
circulated aft<3r a given period ; the 
other, by jiennittiiig those already in 
circulation to run their course, and al- 
lowing no new ones to be issued, at the 
same time assigning a period for tlieir 
positive cessation. The most proper, 
the most effective, and at the same time 
not inconveniently expeditious mode, 
would be to adopt the latter plan — that 
no new small notes should l>e issued 
from the opening of the present session 
of Parliament, and that none of those 
already in circulation sliould be allowed 
to aii3main current after the end of three 
years from that time. Fie meant to con- 
clude by moving a resolution to that 
edect. lie had been asked, the other 
night, what measure he intended to 
propose with respect to Scotland ; and 
he was asked a similar question as to 
Ireland. In Scotland, until 1765, there 
existed no prohibition as to notes under 
5/,, but in that year an act passed pro- 
hibiting the issue of notes under 20 
shillings. This continued in force till 
1785, when it was unconditionally re- 
pealed. In Ireland, th^e was no legal 
restriction, although in some parts of 
the north gold was in common use; but 
in other parts of tliat country, the cir- 
culating medium was paper. In 1799, 
the Irish Parliament passed an act pro- 


hibiting ^16 issue of small notes, ^lile 
they were allowed with us ; but in 1804» 
an act was passed, assimilating the laws 
on the subject of paper issues in both 
countries. It should be observed, that tlie 
whole system of Banking in Scotland 
was quite different from that in England, 
In the first place, tliere was no restric- 
tion as to the number of partners. There 
were tlSree cjiartered baitkingtt^ompanics 
in that country, but none of them had 
any exclusive privilege : they consisted 
of numerous partners, each of whom 
was only liable to the amount of his 
shares, hut they possessed no exclusive 
privilege. In Ireland, an alteration took 
place in the law respecting banks in 
1822, so far as related to that part of 
the privileges of the Bank ^f Ireland, 
which prevented the establishment of 
other banks urith more than six partners, 
and banks of that description were al- 
loweil to l>e established, but at distances 
not less than 50 nnles from Dublin. 
Now, supposing that an issue of small 
notes was not to be allowed as a per- 
manent system in England, he could 
not see why Scotland and Ireland sliould 
not be put on the same footing. At pre- 
sent, the circulation of Scotland was ex- 
clusively paper ; in Ireland it was almost 
entirely so ; and in neither ha<l it a me- 
tallic currency for its basis ; it woukl, 
therefore, he evident, that the plan now 
before the House could not he applied 
to either of those countries at the pre- 
sent period. It was not his intention on 
this occasion to submit any specific re- 
solution on this pait of the subject ; he 
would, however, take an early occa- 
sion of calling the attention of the House 
to it, and stating his reasons in detail. 
He would now^beg to call attention to 
the propriety of limiting the privileges 
of the Bank of England, so far as to al- 
low* the establishment of private hanks 
with morci than six partners. When 
the Bank of Ireland was requested, in 
1822, to concede a part of its privileges, 
fur the attainment of an object similar 



Chap. 2,2 


history. 


37 


to tikt now proposed, it did not seem 
to beVoiisidered by that body that the 
concession would be injurious. On the 
contrary, it wiis rather looked upon as 
a source of greater security to all par- 
ties. It was clear that the concession 
an the part of the Bank bad been pro- 
luctive of considerable advantage ; and 
confessed he did not see why the 
lame princyde should not extended 
lo this country. In Scotland, the prin- 
ciple had been long in operation, and 
the effect there was, that bank failures 
werci unknown. It might he said that 
this plan would not prevent speculation 
to any great extent, or be an effectual 
check to over-issues. He did not say 
it would, but he contended that the is- 
sues would be rendered more secure by 
a species of banking conformable to 
that of ^Scotland, He knew tfiere was 
no magic in the numWr six. Six part- 
ners might be too many for soring pur- 
poses, as they would b(‘ too few for 
others. All he contended for was, that 
there should be an opportunity, by an 
exti'nsion of partners in cases where it 
was required, to give that s(icurity, the 
benefits of which had been so much felt 
in Scotland. The extension of the pri- 
vilege, as to the numlter of partners in 
private banks, bad been productive of 
great benefit in Ireland. Since the pass- 
ing of the act in 1822, the greater part 
of tlie banking business of that country 
bad been carried on by banka of that 
description. In one bank, the number 
of partners was 60 to 70 ; in the Pro- 
vincial Bank, the number was even lar- 
ger ; and it was admitted that the busi- 
ness was conducted in a prudent man- 
ner, which gave confidence to those 
who had trusted tlieif^ deposits with 
them, and to those who had availed 
themselves of their notes. He would 
now observe, that although he wfiuld 
move a resolution, declaring, the utility 


of such establishments in England, it 
was not kis intention to propose a bill 
on the subject to that House. It was 
the intentioB of government that a bill 
for that purpose should originate in the 
othef House. He had been* asked, wbe- 
ther, if the measure should be atlopted 
by. the House, ministers had fixed any 
time when it might be carried into ex- - 
ecution.* He would now say, that he 
did not see any inconvenience which 
would arise to existing interests from 
the immediate establishment of the pro- 
posed banks. It would, however, be 
obvious, that some cimsiderable time 
must elapse, in the nature of things, be- 
fore the plan could be put in practice. 
He, therefore, had no objection to fix 
the 5th of next July as the period before 
which it should not be competent to 
any of the new companies to issue their 
notes. Wiiattwer might be the result of 
tlie present motion, be should feel sa- 
tisficni that be bad done his duty in pro- 
posing it. Should the Hoiyje reject the 
measure, be should not envy any man 
who might have to fill the situation 
which he had then the honour to hold, 
the responsibility that must altacli to 
him in endeavouring to struggle against 
difiiculties which must daily increase 
on him from the present system, in pro- 
portion as some efiideiit remedy was 
delayed. As the only remedy which, in 
his view of the case, would meet the 
evil he had now explained to the House, 
lie would now propose his first resolu- 
tion : — That all promissory notes, 
payable to the hearer on demand, issued 
by licensed hankers in England, or by the 
Bank of England, for any sum less than 
5L, hearing a date pre^iodfe to the 5th 
day of Feb. 1826,- or which may have 
been stamped previously to that day, 
shalf and may continue to be issued, re- 
issued, and circulated, until the 5th dny 
of April, 1829, and no longer.’’* 


• The two other regolutionK were, , 

2. That it is expedient to make provision by law for prevenliiii; the ihsuiiiy, rc-ib8uiiig. 
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Thci resolution having been read from 
the chair, 

Mr Baring Said, that the .resolution 
before the committee did nothing at 
all. It went only to say, that all the 
small notes actually in circulation should 
continue to circulate till 1829, and no 
longer; but it made no pro vision, for 
any new notes which might be issued 
in the interim. If there were- any one 
thing on which the country might con- 
gratulate itself in the present perio<l of 
difficulty, it was that of the absence of 
all party-feeling from discussions of pub- 
lic aifairs. The country was too en- 
lightened to allow its distresses to be 
made a handle for party purposes. At 
the same time it must be admitted, 
that, if any party were disposed to 
make a stand, as a party against minis- 
ters, they never had a better opportu- 
nity than the present. What dian could 
read the paper which had lately ap- 
peared, addressed by the right hon. gen- 
tleman, and his noble colleague (Lord 
Liverpool) to the Bank of England, 
without being convinced, that if it were 
wished to oppose them as a party, there 
was a most important ground on which 
to found an opposition ? That jiaper, 
he would venture to say, betrayed an 
ignorance of the real situation of the 
country, which could not be expected 
from any man >vho had paid common 
attention to the passing events of the 
last few months. Was it not astonish- 
ing that any set of men should send 
forth a paper in which they said, now 
that the distress has subsided, it is lit 
that some remedy should he applied to 


prevent a recurrence of the evil?’’ Why, 
did any man in the country, except the 
right hon. gentleman and his colleagues, 
believe that the distress had suhsided ? 
The speech of the right hon. gentle- 
man, and the remedy which he had 
proposed to that House, did absolutely 
nothing. The proposed rcme<ly was 
mere milk and water, and would tend 
rather to aggravatothan relieve the dis- 
tress- It was a very different thing to 
suggest what might he sufficient to al- 
lay a temporary disorder, from that of 
providing a permanent system, under 
which tlie country should hereafter be 
placed. The permanent state in which 
it might be desirable to place our bank- 
ing system was very different from that 
whicD the exigency of the present cri- 
sis might demand. There were in all 
cases to be found men so wedded to 
theory, that, when a particular emer- 
gency arose, they immediately recurred 
to their hook, and to the set of rules 
there laid down, without ever consider- 
ing that it would he necessary to a<lapt 
the remedy to the actual situation of 
things, and not to what might be their 
future condition. Such men cared not 
what interest they rode over, provided 
they arrived at a given principle. A 
man must go round to his object ac- 
cording to the obstacles which were in- 
terposed, and not attempt to get at 
it as the crow flew. He remembered 
another instance of attachment to the- 
ory in that House. When the report of 
the bullion committee was discussed, a 
large party in the House were so con- 
vinced of tile abstract expediency of re- 


or circulation, in England, of promiwoiy notes, or undertakings^ in writing, payable to the 
bearer on demand, by licensed bankers or banking companies, for any sum less than 5/., 
other than such as may have been issued, dated, or stamped, previously to the 5th day of Feb. 
1 H 26 , . 

3. “ That the provisions of any act or acts of parliament now in force relating to the charter 
for the Batik of England, whereby the number of partners of* which any bank Ur banking 
companies may consist is limited to six, be altered and amended, .so far as they may affect the 
establishment of any such banks or banking companies situated at a distance not less than 
sixty-live miles from Eondon.” 
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sorti|g to cash payments^ that because 
* the House had resolved that it would 
be desirable te resort to such payments, 
they moved, as an amendnlent, that it 
would be desirable to pay in gold in 
tlie succeeding January. What he 
wished to impress on the House, was, 
that, in endeavouring to accomplish the 
end in view, they must keep in mind 
the difficulties whifh opposed them- 
selves ; apS the first step iftscessary to 
be taken was to ascertain the nature 
and causes those difficulties. As to 
the latter, he agreed generally with the 
right hon. gentleman. If he were ask- 
ed his opinion on the subject, he would 
say, that the Bank of England had, in 
some degree, contributed to the present 
difficulties. The course wliich the Bank 
had pursued, however laudable in in- 
tention, was, in bis mind, most erro- 
neous ill principle^ Gold was in great 
plenty on the continent at the end of 
the war, and might have been very 
easily obtained in this country, because 
at that time there was a demand for 
our manufactures, which he was sorry 
to say did not exist at the present day. 
Almost every country was now rising 
in opposition to us in some branch of 
manufacture. It was particularly the 
case with America. If asked why the 
House of Commons had not taken some 
step at tlie end of the war to restore 
the currency, he would answer, that 
the blame, if any, was attributable to 
ministers, for not having submitted 
such a proposition. No doubt, they 
would have then met with a strong op- 
position from the country banks ; but 
had they taken a bold, decisive step, 
it was certain they would have suc- 
ceeded. From the facilities he had 
mentioned of procuring gold, the Bank 
of England, in 1823 and 1824, had ac- 
cumulated a large store of gold anti sil- 
ver in their cofters. Tbey.had increased 
their dividends from 8 to 10 per cent, 
(though they had since* reduced them 


to eight, ^ and had divided a large bo- 
nus. Tney thereupon made lal*ge is- 
sues of paper, and at the same time 
the country hanks issued in an extent 
nearly in proportion. One consequence 
of this excess of circulating medium 
was, a fall in the rate of interest. Mort- 
g^es fell from 5 to 4 and per cent. 
The Bank saw and felt what was going 
on. They suddenly contracted their is- 
sues ; and the change was at once felt 
through the country. A few days be- 
fore, no one knew what to do with his 
money, now no one knew where to get 
it. The London hankers found it neces- 
sary to follow the same course towards 
slieir country correspondents, and these 
again to their customers, and each in- 
dividual to his debtor. The banks in 
town and country, by advancing mo- 
ney on mortgages and other inconvert- 
ible securities, had put it out of their 
reach ; and now tliey all sought to sup- 
ply its place by every means in their 
power. The consequence was obvious 
in the late panic. Such a state of pjinic 
and alarm liad hardly ever before ex- 
isted among us. They had objected to 
the small notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land on account of tlie numbers which 
their forgery had led to the gallows. 
They ought now to object to the small 
notes of the provincial hanks, on jIc- 
count of die numbers whom they con- 
signed to the poor-house, and to all the 
miseries of a living death. But at pre- 
sent they ought to recollect that the 
house was on fire, and that the persons 
who were trembling for their lives in 
the garrets, ought to be got out of it as 
soon as possible. He eould not help 
giving it as his opinion, that of late the 
Bank had lost sight of, in a great de- 
gi’ee, the true sense of the systtmi on 
which its affairs ought to he con- 
ducted to entitle it to a charter of 
any kind whatever. It had choked up 
its resources too much, in consequence 
of its connexion with government. In 



40 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. [Chap. 2. 


the fii’Bt place, the Bank ImO to pro- 
vide for what was termed “ the dead 
weight/* which he believed* now re- 
quired 8,000,000/. In addition to diis 
tlie Bank held Exchequer-bills to the 
amount of 7,000,000/. Besides tlm 
Bank was bound to advance 7,000,000/. 
more for the goveiluwent on what were 
technically called deficiencies. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, — 
Not so much ; 6ve millions and a half. 

Mr Baring : — Ho would take the 
sum to be tliat which tlie right hou. 
gentleman had stated. Besides these 
three items, the Bank had undertaken 
to pay off 2,000,000/. on 4 per cents, 
80 that, altogether, it had 22 1 millions* 
locked up by tlie demands of govern- 
ment. Further than this, the Btmk had 
lent 14 million to the country gentle- 
men on the mortgage of tJteir laud. He 
had now shown, that of the capital of 
the Bank, 24 millions were rendered 
utterly inapplicable to its general pur- 
poses as a commercial establishment. 
It would appear, upon such a consider- 
ation, that at all periods of diflicultics, 
the embarrassmenls of the Bank were 
mainly attributable to government. 
And yet, the government still persist- 
ed in its former objectionable measures. 
One of the first measures which go- 
vernment ought to adopt to make the 
Bank efficient to the public, was to set 
it at ease in thifc respect, and to give it 
elbow-room for its future operations. 
He bad heard it suggested, that the is- 
suing of a quantity of Exchequer-bills 
would be of great effect in mitigating 
the existing distress; but it was bis 
opinion that su^ g measure would itt- 
fiicti unsparing *^in on the community. 
Sure be w^, that the funding of those 
bills would aggravate the present evil, 
and spread alarm and confusion in every 
direction. The Bank, as it was managed 
at present, was the heart of the circu- 
lation of the country, and it was evi- 
dent that if that- circulation was not 
perfect, a derangement must ensue in 


all its subordinate functions. But inde- 
pendently of the danger to which the 
Bank was necessarily exposed by the 
choking up'^of its resources, there was 
a political evil arising out of it,Avhicli it 
was the grossest folly on the part of 
government to tolerate at all. In a 
time of peace, the object of a wise goi- 
verninent utus to have its monied in- 
stitutions, like tbe ships of war at Ports- 
mouth, ready for a start on a, moment's 
notice. The power of this country was 
well known to be in its trqpsuiy. The 
last contest in which it was engaged 
was decided entirely by its money. 
First of all, they ought to relieve the 
Bank from its present difficulties, and 
when that was done, they should make 
it understand that it ought always to he 
ready with four, five, six, of even eight 
millions, for the service of the govern- 
ment. If the Bank w^eve conducted upon 
]»roper principles, if it would not drive 
such hard bargains, and would be con- 
tent with a profit of five instead of eight 
j)er cent, he was convinced that the sys- 
tem would stand upon a better footing 
than it did now. He was well aware, 
that ever since tbe resumption of cash 
payments, doubts bad existed in the 
minds of very respectable persons as to 
whether there was a capacity in the 
country to maintain those payments. 
For his own part, he bad never parti- 
cipated, neither did he participate now, 
ill those apprehensions. I'he first plan 
which he had heard mentioned, was to 
erect a second bank. Now, he must say 
that be knew of no plan on which a se- 
cond bank could be erected without 
augmentingj;he present confusion. One 
bank would be jealous and fearful of 
tbe other, and would take every oppor- 
tunity of acting against it. But if they 
strengthened me old establishment by 
widening its basis and extending its ca- 
pital, he was of opinion that they would 
confer very substantial benefit upon the 
community, fie had been in hopes that 
the right hou. gentleman was going to 
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usher i\ that evening some plan better 
Ilian any which had hitlierto been de« 
vised ; but a speech of grei^ter promise 
and of less performance he l>ad never 
heard. The object of the right hon. 
gentleman’s measure was, that the Bank 
had agreed to concede tjiat part of its 
privileges by which banking establish- 
ments were prevented from consisting 
of more than six members. He must 
tell the right non. gentleman in the out- 
set, that he had made his own answer 
to his own scheme, though perhaps he 
did not think so, quite conclusive against 
it. For, though at present the members 
of a banking establishment might con- 
sist of as many as six persons, it appear- 
ed that only 26 out of 700 banks which 
now existed^had availed themselves of 
that privilege! If the right hon. gentle- 
man had allowed persons to combine 
together on condition of depositing 
their capital, and of limiting their re- 
sponsibility to that capital, he would 
have found plenty of individuals ready 
to engage in such associations ; and 
banks would then be formed all over 
the country on the very best principles. 
He sa^ no objections at present to 
such a system. He was sure that, by 
adopting it, solid establishments woul^ 
he created all over the country. They 
might be created either on the principle 
of a commandite or a joint stock com- 
pany. There was another point on 
which he wished to express his senti- 
ments ; he meant the propriety of ma- 
king silver as well as gold a legal ten- 
der. He was not going to state any no- 
velty upon this subject ; silver was a le- 
gal tender in every country but our 
own, and, up to a very late period, it 
was ev^n a legal tender here, when of 
a fixed fineness. The proportions having 
been ill-regulated here, it became the 
inteiest of the debtor to pay in gold 
ther than in silw, and thus a, practical 
tender of gold was estahlislilgd among us. 
The question, when it was determined 
in* that House at the time of the Bullion 


Cominittee^ was determined too much 
in accordance with the views of philo- 
sophers and theorists, who looked to a 
fanciful perfection in the standard of 
value, and lost sigiiTof a consideration 
which they ought always to* have })ad 
before them — not to establish a mpro 
imperfect, in their anxiety to estfihUsh 
a more perfect standard. If one point 
was better established than another, it 
was this, that the perfection of a stan- 
dard consisted in its invariableness* 
Now, the Bank of England, if it had 
the power to pay in silver, would be 
able to get it out of every country in 
the world. Gold, on the continent, is a 
^ere article of merchandise, whereas 
silver, being the current medium, is al- 
ways to be procured. Fie had no doubt 
that if they could get at a knowledge 
of the operations of the Bank, it would 
appear that* the Bank had sent silver to 
the continent to procure gold. The 
evil of a single standard was clearly per- 
ceptible, The Bank, obliged to pay in 
a metal which is not the currency of 
any other country, but a matter of mer- 
chandise, is liable to be speculated 
against in every direction, and nothing 
would he easier than for a person with 
very inferior capital to stop the Bank 
from getting even a single ounce of 
gold. Take the case of France, where 
gold and silver lived together iu perfect 
harmony, and where there was seldom 
more than a variation of 10 centimes 
between them. They sometimes dif- 
fered from 101 to 10^ ; but he was told 
that now for the first time since the 
establishment of the gold and silver 
currency, the difference had increased 
per cent in coiisequencJe of the de- 
mands of the fianjc for gold ; and that, 
in consequence of our wish to have this 
beautiful and philosophical standard, 
the price of it bad risen in every coun- 
try of Europe. Against this variation 
of ten centimes, he woqld place the va- 
riation of 20 or 30 per cent, which ex- 
isted iu the value of coinmutlities in 
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England) and even in that of the pound 
8teriing. This variableness in the stan* 
dard cramped the measures of the 
Bank, and narrowedjts power of assist- 
ing its customers/ His plan was to 
leave the smaller silver coins in circu- 
lation, |8 the half-crowns, the shillings, 
and sixpences; to call in the crown- 
pieces, which at present were little nsed ; 
to recoin them, and to make the crown- 
piece a legal tender to any amount. The 
proportion of gold to silver was in Eng- 
land 15 to 1, and in France J5i to 1 ; 
but he trusted that, by making both le- 
gal tenders, tliey would approach nearer 
together, and that the dispi'oportion be- 
tween them would ere long cease to W 
so great as it was at present. Gentle- 
men might perhaps suppose that they 
would he encumbered by the difficulty 
of carrying about such a medium ; but 
they would find that tliey would be able 
to get 100/. of gold for 100/. of silver for 
an agio of two shillings, as in France it 
was now done for an agio of two francs. 
He had still one observation more to 
make. Gold went out of the country much 
faster than silver. The old principle 
was, that the moment the exchange 
turned J or 1 per cent against England, 
the gold was exported; but now the 
ease was entirely altered. Formerly it 
could not be ex}>orte<l without consider- 
able iraud, and some risk. Now, it could 
he put openly into a bag, and be car- 
ried away. It was exported, too, in in- 
finitely larger sums than it was hereto- 
fore. A further advantage of establish- 
ing a double standard would be, that if 
the gold went out of the country, the 
Bank could pay in silver ; and if the sil- 
ver went out, it could pay in gold. With 
respect to the amount of the country 
issues which the ri^ht hofi. gentleman 
now proposed to call in, it should be 
observed that a considerable diminution 
had already taken place. On a i-ecent 
occasion, the rjght hon. gentleman had 
stated them to he 6,000,0(>0/., now he 
called them 4000,000/,, and not long 


since they were said to he 8,OUD,000/. 
He would suggest to the right hon. 
gentleman, that it would be prudent to 
pause before the plan which he had 
proposed should adopted, for this 
reason, that although the issue of the 
small notes hafl already been partly re- 
strained, it had been done at the price 
of increasing the existing distress. . He 
knew very well ^.bat wh€!p the propo- 
sed scheme should be effected, we 
should come back to sound principles ; 
but his anxiety was to know what was 
to be done in the meantime. He wish- 
ed that the right hoii. gentleman could 
be prevaik^d upon to postpone his mea- 
sure for another year, or to leave it alone 
altogether. If things should be let alone, 
the distress would certainly not be ag- 
gravated, and the people would proba- 
bly find out that three-fourths of it liad 
been the result of mere panic and alarm, 
which was in many res})ect8 unfounded. 
The measures which he wished to sec 
adopted, and which were recommend- 
ed by their obvious expediency and safe- 
ty, were, that hanks should be establish - 
ed eitlier upon the principle of joint- 
stock companies, or in such other way 
as might induce }>ersons of capital to 
go into them, that a double standard 
should be resorted to, and that minis- 
ters should relieve the Bank of Eng- 
land from that incumbrance which its 
present connexion with the govern- 
ment occasioned. 

Lord Folkestone thought that the 
present crisis was much more serious, 
and the consequences with which it 
was fraught would be much more inju- 
rious, than ministers seemed to ima- 
gine. He agreed with his iionourahle 
friend (Mr Baring) that the right 
honouraMe gentleman, in the plan 
which he had suggested, was going 
much too far. The only remedy 
which Ije proposed was, in fact, to re- 
peal the measure of 1822. It would 
be remembered, that the bilkof 1822 
was proposed after some yeais of in- 
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tense pijjessure^ and when a wtde*spread- 
ing calamity had prevailed over the 
whole of the country. The distress, 
he must remind the House, had been 
most severely felt in 1819, 1820, and 
1821, and it had then pressed most 
heavily upon the manu{^turing inte*> 
rests; but it was not until 1822 and 
1823 that the agriculturists suffered, 
and then it wfs stated*that the bill was 
brought in to assist the circulating me- 
dium ; and what was the consequence ? 
why, prices immediately rose, and had 
continued at a high rate from that pe- 
riod to the present. In 1819 that 
measure, which was commonly called 
Mr Peel’s hill, passed, which enacted 
that after 1823 no small notes should 
be issued ; the consequence of which 
. was, that the Bank began collecting 
gold, of which they got a large quan- 
tity in a short time at a considerable 
expense. By this operation an im- 
mense difference was “'effected in the 
currency, which began to be felt in 
1820 and 1821 ; and long before the 
time limited by the act, all the small 
notes of the Bank of England had been 
withdrawn from circulation. The coun- 
try banks were upon this compelled to 
follow the example as far as they could, 
and to narrow their issues. To remedy 
the distress consequent upon this mea- 
sure, the bill of 1823 was passed; 
prices immediately rose, and the dis- 
tress was thus relieved. It was now 
proposed to repeal that bill; but be 
would ask, whether the present cir- 
cumstances of the country afforded the 
least reason for believing that to do so 
would not bring back again the distress? 
It was impossible to doubt that this 
must be the result of such a measure. 
In his opinion, nothing could be more 
injurious to the country than this eter- 
nal fluctuation of prices, which bad now 
been going on for several years^ With 


respect to t|]ie proposed establishi^ent 
of joint-Btooli banks, he did not think 
that they wpuld do much* towards re- 
lieving the present {^preventing future 
distresses. It was ^nerally supposed, 
and, for his own part, he believed, that 
the existing evils arose in a greij| mea- 
sure iirom the immense quantitv of 
paper in circulation; and, as these 
banks must in any case have a greater 
power of forcing paper into circulation 
than those now in operation, he did not 
see the great benefit which was to he 
produced by them ; hut, on the con- 
trary, he saw that a power would he 
granted which might prove injurious to 
thi country. A great deal had been 
said respecting Scotland, where such 
banks existed ; hut it did not appear 
from what he had learned on the sub- 
ject, and from tliat book which had 
been so inu(:h read and commended of 
late, * that the distress in Scotland was 
less thah that which prevailed in Eng- 
land. 

Major Maberly said, that he dis- 
agreed with almost everything that 
had fallen from the honourable member 
(Mr Baring,) except the praise which 
he had bestowed on the liberal conduct 
of the Bank during the late emeigen- 
cies. Among persons who were heal* 
informed on the subject, two opinions 
prevailed as to the cause of the present 
distress : the first was, that it had been 
occasioned by the connexion between 
the Bank and the government; and 
the second attributed it to the over- 
trading, and to that mania for specula- 
tion which had existed in so extraordi- 
nary a degree. He declared himself 
to he of this latter opinion. * It had 
been stated that the low rate of in- 
terest had been the chief cause <»f the 
speculations, and this low rate of inte- 
rest was attributed to the over- ssues 
of the Bank ; but these over-issues, as 
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they were called, bad e^ted for a 
year and a half before they^ected the 
rate of excimnge* If tliey looked to 
the speculatious at present ascribed to 
the over-issue, tBey would be found to 
have been on foot long before any over- 
issue was indicated by tlie rate of ex- 
change towards tl»e close of 1823,. Per- 
sons' who had derived a small income 
from the interest of their money, were 
unwdlVmg to lose the comforts they had 
previously enjoyed, and readily em- 
harked in speculation as the means of 
keeping it at the same rate. Mr Tooke 
had pointed out other causes to pro- 
duce the recent convulsion^ That 
writer stated, that about the end' of 
1 824, the stock of manufactures of al- 
most every description on hand was 
shorter than usual. The consequence 
was, that immense speculations took 
place in various articles. ‘Cotton and 
silk were imported in immense quan- 
tities. To such an extent was the spe- 
culation in cotton carried, that it in- 
creased ill price from 150 to 200 per 
cent. In 1825, it was found that there 
was an accumulation of stock on hand. 
Prices were daily falling, and sales 
were effected wdth greater and greater 
difficulty. Then came the senseless 
^nd unreasoning |>aiiic with respect to 
the bankers. Prom the nature of their 
business, baykers were totally unable 
to pay at one moment all the money 
which was deposited wdtb them; if 
they paid all the money on their books, 
they could not carry on their business. 
The panic hourly increased, and what 
the consequences might have been if 
the Bank of England bad not come for- 
ward tO' check ^e evil, no one could 
tell. This ivas a short history of the 
recent distress. He attrU^uted it en- 
tirely to over-tiading. It was an evil 
to which no legislative remedy could 
be applied. The two measures brought 
forward by government had very little 
reference to tile causes of the distress. 
The fiist nieasuie would proye inefti- 


cient. The evil was not that t|ie pre- 
sent banking establishments wanteil so- 
lidity; This was proved by the fact, 
that the number of hankers who failed 
was very small. Witli respect to the 
second proposition of the right honour- 
able gentleman— -namely, that to ena- 
ble the Bank of England to establish 
branch hanks,— it met with his hearty 
concurrence, ami he sincerely hoped 
that it would be carried «into effect. 
Those establishments would naturally 
be more cautious with respect to the 
amount of their issues than country 
banks. One of the measures which 
ministers had in contemplation was, the 
putting a stop to the issue of 1/. and 
2L notes. It was, he understood, part 
of the plan of the govcninient to in- 
vest commissioners with the power of 
ri^lating the issue* of small notes, 'Fo 
that he most decidedly objected. Jle 
did not anticipate from a m(*tal!ic cur- 
rency those advantages which some 
persons seemed to think would he de- 
rived from it. The office of money 
might he performed by j>aper as w(*ll as 
by gold ; and tfie substitution of paper 
in the place of gold was, in fact, equi- 
valent to so much gold gained; whilst 
the sulistitution of gold for paper di- 
minished the capital of the country, 
and reduced the means 6f employment. 
It was, ill fact, the imposition of a tax 
to the amount of tlic capital which it 
displaced. He denied that there was 
greater security to he found in a me- 
tallic than in a paper currency. He 
did not require a strong<*r proof of the 
insufficiency of a bullion currency to 
afford security than the statements con- 
tained in tlie right honourable gentle- 
man’s own paper, from which it ap- 
peared, that in 1798 the greatest con- 
vulsions took place under a fmliion 
Currency, whilst Scotland, which had 
possess^! a paper currency for the last 
thirty-five years, bad never experienced 
any convulsions whatever. He sin- 
cerely believed that the whole of Uie 
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recent distresses had l^n caused by 
over-trading. Such periods of specula- 
tion had occurred from time to Hme. 
The period Of the South Sea scheme 
was distinguished by speculations far 
more extravagant than 'any which the 
country had recently been witness to. 
Those speculations, as described by an 
eye-witness, appeared so enormous and 
so wild, that, aompare^with tly^ recent 
schemes, they were as a drop of water 
to tlte ocean. 

Mr Huskisson said, that the honour- 
able member (Major Maberly) had 
truly observed, that the Bank, by their 
prompt and elhcacious assistance, had 
put an end to tlie panic, and averted the 
ruin which threatened all the banking 
establishment in London, and through 
.them the banking establishments and 
monied mep all over the country. He 
would take upon himself to say, that 
the Bank, throughout their prompt, 
efiicacious, and public-spirited conduct, 
had the countenance, advice, and par- 
ticular rec^ommendation of the first 
Lord of the Treasury, and his right ho- 
nourable friend (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) to assist them. His ho- 
nourable friend (Mr Baring) had in- 
ferred from what appeared in the cor- 
respondence, that government was ig- 
norant of what passed in Scotland. 
Could it he supposed that his noble 
colleague and his right honourable 
friend were so ignorant of the state of 
the country, as not to know that the 
greatest commercial distress at piesent 
existed in Scotland, and that the Scotch 
hankem, by their mode of affording 
discounts, were aggravating that dis- 
tress ? It was, however, quite consist-- 
ent with that fact, that the system of 
Scotch banking affordc^d greater secu- 
rities than the English system, and 
therefore it was desirable to introduce* 
the former here. He could assure the 
noble lord (Folkestone) that there was 
no part of his speech in which he so 
coniially concurred, as that in which 
he Ktaled that a systeni of currency 
I 


which produced great and violent fiuc^ 
tuations in tlie price of comtnodities, 
was most to .he deplored on account of 
the manner in which Jt operated to ag- 
gravate the distresses of the labouring 
classes. That opinion he had liniform^y 
maintained. His honourable frieqd (Mr 
Baring) had stated the advances niade 
by the Bank on account of the half-pay 
ahnuity at B, 000,000/., forgetting that 
considerable sums were paid by go- 
vernment to the Bank twice a-year on 
account of that transaction, which, if 
deducted, would reduce the amount 
advanced by the Bank to 5,400,000/. 
Hij honourable friend state<l, that the 
Bank were in the habit of issuing 
7,000,000/. upon Exchequer-hills at 
one time, and 9,000,000/. at another, 
and that those advances swallowed up 
all their capital. In the first place, did 
any one suppose that the 7,000,000/. 
which constituted the charge on the 
consolidated fund, was all demanded 
in one day ? The money was drawn 
out in separate portions at different pe- 
riods. At the same time the accruing 
receipts of the new quarter were daily 
paid into the Bank. Instead of the 
Bank advancing 24,000,000/. to go- 
vernment, they advanced only the 
sum he had mentioned on account of « 
the half-pay, and about 6,000,000/. on 
Exchequer bills ; for with respect to the 
deficiemiy bills, he considered it no ad- 
vance at all. He was not a little sur- 
prised at another part of his honourable 
friend’s speech. He stated that at an 
early period after the conclusion of the 
war, the market on the continent af- 
forded a favourable opportunity for ob- 
taining a supply of gold, whiclf would 
have enabled government to have got 
rid of tlie 1/# and 2/. notes. The con- 
tinent had not then means of paying 
for our manufactures. Tljere was at 
the present moment a much greater 
export of manufactures tjian at the pe- 
riod alluded to; and his honourable 
friend could not so far forget those 
principles of trade \vhi( h he had so of- 
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teiv professed as not to know that, as 
our experts wore greater than our im- 
ports, so the payments to be made in 
bullion increase;^ * that this was 
the only way of procuring the precious 
metals* The relu cause of the distress 
of the country— as had been stated by 
his honourable friend — was over-tra- 
ding: that was the immediate cause. 
Su^ was the mania for Speculation, 
at the latter part of 1825, that even in 
the article of nutmegs, the price rose, 
in the space of one month, from 2s, 6d, 
to I2s, 6d, per lb. And this state of 
things was not included in the aii3a- 
cious, puffing, bedlamite schemes, )vith 
whicli the market had been inundated ; 
‘but had its rise amongst those who 
were considered the sober, steady mer- 
chants and traders of the metropolis. 
And when, he would ask^ did all this 
take place ? At a period when the ex- 
changes were against this country. 
Now, he would repeat,— that the natural 
effect of an unfavourable state of the ex- 
changes was to encourage an increase of 
exports, while it checked imports in the 
country. Well, then, if, at such a period, 
money was so plentiful as to be hawk- 
ed about, and offered at a depreciated 
rate of interest, would they not natu- 
rally conclude that there was something 
wrong in our currency ? And if so, he 
would ask to what such a state of things, 
if unchecked, must come at last ? As 
to the state of the currency, there had 
been, unfortunately, much difference 
of opinion upon it. But the Bank felt 
called upon to provide for its own safe- 
ty, by narrowing its issues ; and what 
was the result ? The spirit of specu- 
lation Was’ checked, and as a necessary 
result, those country banks which had 
been most rash and immoderate in aid- 
inj^ speculations by advances, were 
ruined. But the evil did not stop 
here ; for the ruin of a few bad and un- 
stable banks, involved in difficulties 
many establishments of a similar na- 
ture, which were othenvist^ placed 


upon tlie most stable footiiig. He 
would ask whether it was safe or con- 
venilnt that the country hanks should 
remain upon such a footlhg ? His opi- 
nion, after watching carefully the course 
of events, was-i-that cash payments and 
the circulation of 1/* and 2L notes 
could not permanently co-exist. He 
would put his proposition more simply* 
If there were In any country a paper 
currency of the same denomination as 
coin, the paper and the coin could not 
circulate together: the paper would 
drive out the coin. The majority of 
bankers relied, more or less, upon tlie 
Bank of England. Was it the duty of 
the Bank of England to provide gold 
upon all occasions, not for ordinary de- 
mands, but for any panic which might 
occur? Were they to provide gold for 
the adjustment of the foreign exchanges ? 
It was impossible that the l^ank could 
do this. Why was the Bank alone to 
be called on to ensure its solvency? 
And why shjpuld not country bankers 
be required to do the same? — One of 
the gi*eat evils which they were called 
upon to correct was, the excessive 
issue of paper; this had been pi'oductive 
of the greatest distress ; it had caused 
the ruin of thousands of innocent indi- 
viduals. He was surprised to heai- his 
honourable friend (Mr Baring) assert, 
that if this measure were carried, it 
would involve the whole of the agri- 
cultural interests in distress equal to 
that which had prevailed before 3822. 
Need he tell his honourable friend, that 
there was a necessary connexion be- 
tween those who consume and those 
who supply agricultural produce ? What 
was it that created the revival of the 
agricultural interests in 1822? Prin- 
cipally the revival of the manuheictu- 
ring interests, and the employment of 
^thousands who bad for a considerable 
time before been deprived of an op- 
portunity pf supporting themselves by 
their labour. If they wished to prove 
the value of a steady and unchange{ib)e 
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currency, they had it in the history of 
Franck. That country had been twice 
invaded by a foreign army ; her capital 
had been twice taken possession of, 
and she was obliged to pay large sums 
to foreign countnes ; . but she had a 
steady metallic currency, and however 
such visitations might have affected 
the great, the body of the population 
remained unoppress^d. He was far 
from being^lhostile to countly banks; 
he thought, on the contrary, 4hat they 
would be of great service to the coun- 
try if placed under proper regulations. 
But they must be prevented from is- 
suing paper as low as the highest de- 
nomination of the metallic currency of 
the country. They must not be per- 
mittcid to issue these 1/. notes. Such 
issues amotimtcd in reality to assuming 
the powers of the prerogative. He 
now came to the ]K)int, whether this 
was a proper time for providing for the 
gradual withdrawing of those notes. 
Those notes were at present already 
greatly curtailed by the failure of one 
Imndred country banks, and otlier 
<*nuse8. The country banks had, at 
this time, gi*eat stores of gold in their 
liands, drawn from the Bank of Eng- 
land, and Bank of England notes; and 
now, therefore, was the most conve- 
nient time for providing, by law, for 
the gradual extinction of the small-note 
circulation. If they postponed the com- 
mencement of this measure, could they 
be assured that they would ever begin 
at ail ? At present, too, whilst these 
country banks had only a small number 
of partners, they were naturally led by 
views of private interest, to neglect the 
just principles of banking. But when 
a bank consisted of, suppose two hun- 
dred partners, their business would be 
differently managed. They would be 
tied down by rules which would not 
admit of these ruinous speci^ations, and 
their affairs would be conducted on the 
genuine principles of hacking. His 
honourable friend (Mr Baring) bad re- 


commended tbe giving to Englimd a 
metallic currency on a more^ extensive 
basis than could be obtained by the 
recall of the 14 and 24 notes. For 
himself, he was b<iund to confess that 
he entirely differed from his late friend, 
Mr RicardO) as to the basis upon which 
the purrency of the country ought to 
rest ; and he believetl that if that gen- 
tleman bad been the sole director of 
the Bank of England, the country would, 
before this moment, have witnessed the 
stoppage of that establishment. While 
upon the subject, he might observe, 
that he should be glad to pursue, and 
would pursue, some further inquiry, 
irAo tbe best mode of improving the 
suggestion thrown out by the honour- 
able member, (Mr Baring,) and intro- 
ducing, in some shape or other, silver 
as a legal tender. There was very little 
more which be had to address to the 
House; but upon one point a few words 
should he said in his own justification. 
An honourable member had said, in 
ratiier sweeping terms, that for much of 
tbe late wild speculation which had 
been carrying on throughout the coun- 
try, ministers were chiefiy to blame. 
Now, the House would remember when 
it was that the great bulk of these spe- 
culations had commenced: itj was iq 
the spring of last year. In February 
last — in the very comnjencement of 
those speculations — he had used this 
particular expression in speaking of 
them— “ That the lottery was a safe 
adventure compared with the mass of 
those in which persons were engaging.'* 
Again, in the month of March, speak- 
ing of the speculations, he had dis- 
tinctly declared his opinion that those 
who had en^ged in them would find 
themselves disappointed. Unfortunately, 
those to whom this advice had been 
addressed had disregarded all warning. 
They had rushed on, in contempt of 
aU caution, to their own undoing. 

Mr Gordon begged 'to remind the 
House, ^that the right honourable gen- 
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tleman (Mr HuskissoD,) w}io now so 
fiercely attacked tlie 1/L and 2L notes, 
had been, in 1822, a member of that 
Tory cabinet, which, when the members 
of that House wefe^ declaring tliat they 
could not pay their rent, their labour- 
ers," and their taxes, bad in-oposed, as a 
remedy for the evil, that very mei^nre 
which tliey now desired to abrogate. 

Mr Canning then moved* that the’ 
question should be adjounied, which 
was agreed to; and the House ad- 
journed at half past twelve o'clock. 

On Monday, February'’ 13th, the or- 
der of the day for the committee on the 
Bank Charter and Promissory Nolijs 
Acts, having been moved, the question 
was put, that the Speaker do leave the 
chair, whereupon 

Sir Jdbn Wrottesley rose to oppose 
the moitoiu He said, that all those 
who thought, as he did from the out^ 
set, that the project of ministers was 
impolitic, ought to take their stand 
against it at the earliest opportunity. 
Had die subject been left tdone, the 
panic would have subsided, the ener- 
gies of industry would have resumed 
their action, and the good sense of the 
people would have gradually and sure- 
^ brought matters round to their pro- 
per footing. That the question would 
nave been inciiien tally mentioned in the 
House be bad no doubt, but then it 
should not have been mentioned by 
ministers — there was the mischief. Was 
it not cruel to turn the public eye, with 
the finger of official authority, towards 
country bankers, as the instigators of 
speculations' which they bad done all 
tiiey could to prevent ? What was the 
fact with respect to these speculations ? 
They were begun and earned on where 
no local notes were in circulation. It 
was in Manchester and Liverpool that 
the spirit of speculation first raged in 
the article of cotton, where there were 
no country banks at all. The next 
place was tlie Stocic Exchange pf I>on- 


don. Alluding to the Bubble A^t, and 
the difiereiDt interpretations which ha j 
%een put upon it, the honourable mem- 
ber contended, tliat under these cir- 
cumstances it was the duty of govern- 
ment to declare what the law really 
was. The efiqpt of such a declaration 
would have been, if not to crush, at 
l^t to restrain, these wild specula- 
tions. The next subject jto which he 
wished to call attention was, the pro- 
posed rej^al of that part of the Bank 
Charter Act, which authorized, until 
1833, the issuing of small notes. When 
would the Bank Charter expire ? In 
1 633. When would the small country 
notes cease to be legally issuable ? In 
1833 also. The privileges of the Bank 
of England, and the country banks be- 
ing equally sanctioned by the faith of 
Parliament, how happened it that that 
faith was to be kept with the Bank, 
and not with the country bankers ? He 
supposed it wouhl be contended, that 
the country banks had forfeited their 
claim for equal justice ; that they abu- 
sed their power of circulating small 
notes, by the excess to which they had 
carried it* Well, then, let the same 
test be applied to the Bank of Eng- 
land. Could the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer deny, that what with the go- 
vernment, and what with the Bank, 
the paper-circulation of the country 
became at one time so depreciated, that 
the relative value of the guinea in gold 
and in paper, was as 27.9. or 28j?, to 
21^. ? But he denied the assertion, that 
the country banks had over-issued. Tiif» 
country notes in circulation in 1825 
weredouble the amount of those of 1822. 
Be it so ; and he could tell the reason 
why. Almost all the small notes were 
employe^ in emrying on the provision 
trade. Look to facts, and it would he 
found that the piice of corn in 1825 
greatly exceeded its price in 1822~in 
some places^ it was double ; and the 
value of cattle more than doubled in 
the same period. This rise in the va- 
4 
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itto of fominoditiea lioc(?ssarily increa- 
Rod the amount of the notes wliicli were 
to be paid for them. The great dtih- 
cultif‘H which must attend the contem- 
plated change were, that the one-pound 
notes (except in LaticashireJ formed 
the great medium of payment by whicli 
the ordinary transactions of life were 
carried on. He was satisfied that, were 
lluiy witlidrsiivn, a vefy different quan- 
tity of business would he transacted ; 
and if the latter could not he transact- 
ed on the same scale, then what became 
of the labouring po(»r, wdm must be 
thrown out of employment ? He had 
certainly heard a good deal of the im- 
provement which was to arise in the 
hanking system from this change, lie 
did not believe a word of it. They 
might probably have branch hanks from 
the Hank of England in Lancashire — 
they might have tlieni also in some of 
the manufacturing districts of York- 
shire ; hut in any of the other manu- 
facturing counties sucli establisliments 
were not likely to appear. 

Mr Alderman Tliompson was incli- 
ned to think that the excess of bank ]>a- 
per had increased speculations, from 
the Rupenihuiulance of inoiu'y which 
they threw into the market. Hie coun- 
try hanks, too, readily accommodated 
thenianufa<jtur(»r, who gave' a high price 
in his turn ; and thus, at the close of 
1825, the paper circulation had been 
carried to a forced and unnatunil height. 
In this state a re-action occurred. Se- 
venty hankers either failed at onee, or 
tlieir paper was thrown into a state of 
abeyance: calculating their issut's at 
5(),()00f. each, wiiicli was, he believed, 
much under the mark, 3,500,000/. of 
the circulating medium was withdrawn 
in tlie short space of three months. As- 
suming 20,000,000/. to be (as had been 
said) the whole circulation of the coun- 
try, and add to the 3,500,000/, already 
withdrawn, the additional aniouiit of 
the paper money which must have tlis- 
xfppeared in consequent’ of lh(’ reccnl 
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shock, there would be a reduction of 
nearly 50 jfer cent within six months 
in the currericy of the country. At all 
events, he thought hintself safe in as- 
suming tliat there were now 6,(K)0,000/. 
of paper-currency less than the public 
possessed six months ago. How was 
the vacuum thus created proposed, to he 
supplied by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ? He said by gold : where was 
this gold to be obtained ? There was no 
way of obtaining the precious metals 
hut by the gi'owth of the exports ; what 
exports had tliey now to provide them ? 
Tfu'ir own manufactures were not in 
dqinand on tlic continent, neither were 
the foreign commodities which they 
possessed. Though prices had fallen 
20 per cent, business was still in a state 
of great stagnation. How, then, was 
this measure to operate? They all 
knew, that by far tlu^ greater portion of 
the trade of the country was carried on 
through the medium of small notes, and 
the largest circulation of tliem was in 
the most active manufacturing districts. 
Entertaining tlicse’ opinions, he must 
oppose the present inoposition, belie- 
ving it to he one which, instead of having 
a beneficial tendency, was more likely 
to create a convulsion from one end i)f 
the country to tlie other. As to the idcu 
of throwing open the Bank charter, in 
expectation of the eslahlishincnt of joint 
stock companies, it was a mere ilehi- 
sion. 

Mr Leycester differed from the two 
honourable members who had prece- 
ded him, upon, wlmt he thought a mis- 
chievous anomaly, the ju*erogative of 
every man who thouglit proper to call 
himself a banker, and to isshe paper- 
money. He thought that a mob at ti e 
mint was as bad as a mob at the lielm 
of tlie stall?. As a friend to a soUruJ 
currency, he rejoiced in the proposed 
measures ; and the only thing he ha<l 
to regret on the subject was, that they 
did not go far enough. Why should 
noi the right hojionndde genlkmian ex- 
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tentl the principle farli»cv, and Rwee}» 
away the 5/. notes also ? With respect 
to the eiilai^fenient of country banks, 
be did not think that it was likely to 
take place. Large numbers would not 
necessarily produce large capital. Six 
men might be as rich as twenty, and 
the very increase of number would in- 
crease the chance of ins(»]vency; for 
there was a greater t liaiico of having a 
black sheep found among twenty than 
among six. Against this lie knew that 
tlie hanks in Scotland woidd he (juoted ; 
but how was it known that the success 
of those banks might not be imputed to 
local causes, and those very (iitlerent 
from a mere extension of partnerships r 
Might not the cause of it he fouml in 
the national character of the Scotch for 
prudence an<l sagacity in their com- 
mercial transactions ? He had no re- 
liance upon this part of the jdaii. 

Mr T. Wilson said, that on the situ- 
ation of the country, and the nunedy 
most effectual for restoring a sound 
state of currency, he entirely t'oncurred 
in the views of the honourable uieiuher 
for Taunton (Mr Baring.) One part 
of his speech, which he thought parti- 
cularly deserving of attention, was that 
relating to a mixed currency, 

« Mr John Smith admitted that this 
question tv'as one of considerable diffi- 
culties ; hut, after having heard tin* 
speeches of some gentletnen on that 
and the former night, he must say that 
the; difficulties which he had felt \v«»re 
removed, and he was mr.v pr<‘])ared to 
vote with government in support of 
the proposition htdove the Htmse. 'fhe 
honourable gentleman, while he admit- 
ted that the small- u<»te circulation had 
a most vivifying effect on trade and 
commerce, conceived that it had been 
roost injurious to the working classes, 
who often bad not theoj)tioii of refusing 
small notes inpayment ; and proceeded 
to reprobate the correspondence he- 
tween the government and the National 


Bank as unjustly condemnatory of the 
country hankers, 

Mr C. Grant supported the measure 
at considerable length. It had been 
said, he observed, that there was a ten- 
deucy in every' species of pap(T c*ur- 
rtmey to displace gold? unless its pio- 
gioss should he arrested hy some* clieck : 
and the great ])rohUmi was to pro\idc 
some cl»/< k. OUe honoiijsjd»le nu'mher 
seeinc‘(l to tliink that the c«)nvertihility 
of paper into gold on demand, wouUI 
afford it. In lluit opinion the liouonr- 
ahlc meinher <‘oncurred with many 
eminent tnen, iucludiTJg the memheis 
of the hnllioii ronunitt(‘e. This, ])er- 
haps, was the* general o|)inion at that 
time, hut it must he admittfMl that the 
science ol political ecoimiiiy was still 
almost in it^ infancy, and fnr<h(*r inves- 
tigations \v(‘i e daily throwing some nen 
liglit on tlu‘ stihj(*<‘t ; and we were 
yet in a stale of experiment with n*sj)eci 
to it, as comparetl with wliatwe might 
he iii the course of some future time. 

Sir John Newport said, that the* pre- 
sent system! of hanking was cn]uall\ 
dangerous to bankerH and tludr custom- 
ers. It had been couteude<l, that in 
the present stale of our affairs, the 
cominc»rce of the country could not he 
carried o!i without having recourse t»* 
this species of circnlatijig medium ; hut 
even if it wtjre, it W(Mdd ho much h(*l- 
ter that an extra portion of cotiJuierc!* 
should !>e sacriliced, than that the ]ue- 
sentpernicioussystein of hanking shouhl 
he suffered to continue. 'I’he presentt 
was as favourable* an op])ortunity Jts 
could possibly occur for carrying this 
important and most desirable measure* 
into c',xecution. 

Mr Alderman Hey gate said, that 
the present c|uestion was, wlielher this 
W'as the proper time for interfering with 
tlfe most delicate of all things — ilic' 
currency, of the country. Nothing 
lately had c'ftused more astonishment 
in Ins mind, than the first Henleuce in 
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tlie letter recently sent by tbe b'irst 
Lord of the Treasury to the Bank, in 
which he found it boldly stated that 
the panic was over. Could any man 
say that things had reverted to their 
usual course, when they heard daily 
of failures and distresses in every 
part of the country ? Could any man 
say that the panic had subsided, when 
even the s^urities of the i^tate, the 
right honourable gentl Oman’s Exche- 
quer bills, were at lr?.s. discount ? Was 
ibat tbe lime for agitating newfangled 
questions of political economy, or for 
listening to tbe suggestions of a set of 
dry pbilosophers, who did not care at 
wbat cost of miser)^ or distr(‘ss tbeir 
exj)eriiiients were tried uj)oii tbe eoun- 
tiy? At the openiiig of Parliament, 
conlidonce had been nearly restored 
Tb(‘ exebanges were turning as much 
in favour of this country as tbe most 
rigid jBnlUonist could possibly desire. 
Chdd was pouring in as fast, and per- 
ba^Ks even faster, than it was required. 
But at the present moment tbe curren- 
cy of the country was not sufficient, 
and ill consequence of such insufficien- 
cy, there was a stagnation in all kinds 
of business. Ought the currency, then, 
at this critical period to be still further 
iliniinislied ? It should have been well 
considered whetlicr the country could 
at pn*sent afford to provide eight or ten 
millions of bullion to supply the paper 
currency, wliich had and woubl he 
withdrawn from circulation to that 
amount. He believed several theorists, 
who bad written books on this subject, 
had slated that it might lie done, and 
that, it would he a beneficial measure. 
For his <»wn part, he did not under- 
stand much of political economy ; but 
when be considered that Mr Tooke, 
who was a great man amongst them 
now in the science, as it was called, 
differed from Mr Ricardo, wlro liadleft 
a great name behind bhn ; and then 
when be saw a Mr M‘Cullocli, who 
had ilescended from heaven to right 


the opinioqft of both, and that noonsn 
among them seemed to l>e of the same 
opinion with another, hut that they 
spent their whole time in writing hooks 
to contradict the best established posi- 
tions of their contemjmraries — ^lie could 
not but feel some distrust of their know- 
ledge. What had been the conduct of 
tlie ministry on this occasion ? When 
Parliament had been sitting the day 
before, and the day after, tliey sent 
forth a decree, declaring that no more 
stamjis should be issued for small notes ; 
tbereby disregarding tbe license of the 
bankers, breaking tbe law, and viola- 
titig tbe prim iples of tbe constitution. 
But what was tlie urgent, necessity for 
tbe present (‘xtraordinary proceeding ? 
W hy, forsooth, to pre\eiit tlie direful 
consequences wbiefi would Iiave en- 
sued from a few bankers issuing two 
or three, thousand one or two-pound 
notes. To avoid this dreadful (Usastei', 
individuals had been deprived of tbeir 
legal rights, and tbe constitution of tbe 
country grossly violated. He bad seen 
a letter from Lancashire, giving a de- 
plorable picture of tbe state of that part 
of tbe country, where, be it remember- 
ed, there were no banks issuing notes. 
He had supported ministers on many 
occasions when he thought them riglil*. 
He differed from them now; and yet 
he had seen tlu' j)ropo.«}itioTis of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer cheered 
by the bitterest enemies of administra- 
tion. Suppose joint stock banks should 
succeed, what would be the conse- 
quence ? Why, they would deluge the 
country with the very paper which 
mimsters wished to repress, America 
might teach them something on the 
subject of such establishments. There, 
banks of joint stocks swarmed in every 
province, and yet it was no uncommon 
thing for them to fail, and the paper of 
one province was frequently at a dis- 
count of 7 or 8 per omt in the next. 

The country banks deserved protection ; 
for thrre were other parties, besides 
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timing to w!ioni the rei‘(?nt convulsions 
ill the comniercial world on^dit to be 
attributed. He had no hesitation in 
sayine:, th»it ono of the causes of the 
late panic was ])rodnced by llie opera- 
tion of Ml- Peel’s bill. Th(»y w<‘ro told 
tlifit they were then returnint^ to a re- 
lormation of the coinage equal to tliut 
whi(‘h had been olTeetcMl in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. But, though such 
was the language then Jiold out to 
them, not one word was said about the 
8CtO,000,()dO/. of debt under which the 
country now laboured, all of which 
was unknown to Queen Elizabeth. It 
was said that other nations, and espe- 
cially France, had a currency of gold 
and silv(‘r ; and it was thereupon asked, 
why this country slioiild not have a 
similar eurnuu y ? The reason tvas 
evident. We had spent our money ; 
hrance liad not. The tight hou. geti- 
thunau was determined we should go 
on with gold, without <hily weighhig 
the means that were witliin our reach. 
If the hill of 1819 had been accom- 
panied witli the plan recommended by 
Mr Ri<‘ar(lo, that the Bank should pay 
only in bars of gold — then the panic 
would not have aiisen. At that jteriod 
be had recommended that silver should 
^be the standard of our currency as well 
as goltl. Tlte proj)osition was at the 
time universally laughed at. But lie 
was disposed to lielieve tliat there was 
some reason in what he then sai<l, as 
an hon, member (Mr Baring), who w^as 
an authority upon this subject, strong- 
ly enforced the propriety of recurring 
to a niiixe<l currency. The country was 
assured that the new measure would 
form tluiTbasls of permanent prosperity ; 
and c ertainly that prosperity continued 
till last year. But then an alteration 
took place ; and what produced it ? 
Not the issue of country bank notes ; 
for the difference in the amount of 
them was but. trifling, and even that 
difference, sucfi as it was, was ascer- 
tained from the most fullarioifl=t of all 


criterions — tlie number of stamps is- 
sued. The Bank of England had like- 
wise increased its issues, and, as lie 
thought, unwisely and iirjproperly ; for 
the quantity of paper in circnlatioa 
had certainly an eifectou the exchanges. 
But with re|?ard to their issues, go 
v<‘rnmeni had seen them, and had not 
reinonstratt‘cl against them. They sohl 
to the Bank the dead weight as it WKh 
called, and by so doing gave tlie Bank 
un opportunity for sencliiig forth asi a<!- 
ditional issue. It was his opinion that 
tlie ]inhHe had received coTisiderahle 
bi'iiefit from the. Bank issue. It had 
led to an'dnetion of some of the as- 
sess<‘d taxes, and alsf) to converting the 
.) per cent stock into 4 per cent sto(*k, 
and the 4 ]>er cent stock "iuto j)or 
C4‘nt stock. The House would further 
o]»servc that government had entertain- 
ed some fear that it would not be able 
to pay the dissentients to their plan of 
reducing the different stocks, and had 
therefore asked the Bank to pay thenn 
The Bank, he believed, liad done so to 
the amount of six millions, which oc- 
casion<?d another extensive issue*. The 
House would likewise observe that go- 
vernment reduced the interest on Ex- 
chequer Bills to 2] per cent. — a cir- 
cumstance which, combined with tl»e 
issues of the Bank, had driven all the 
gold out of the country. He recol- 
lected, that at the time* when all these 
reductions were effecting, the right 
bon. gentleman was holdiiig out to the 
country, that the prosperity <»f which 
he boasted so much was founded on a 
substantial basis. That declaration, 
coming from so }iig!i a quarter, had ex- 
cited a confidence which would not 
otherwise have existed among the 
dealers in shares. The repeal of the 
Bubble Act increased that confidence, 
as did the vote which two or three of 
the ministers gave in favour of some of 
the new companies. That confidence 
was still further augmented by the cir- 
cumstance of the right bon, gentleman 
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(Mr lluskissou) having become pre- 
sident of a company for the breeding 
of siJk worms. Conduct like this could 
nut fail to |)roduce an effect upon tlic 
country. As to the security which 
banks should be obliged to give, he 
thuuglit it sufficient either that they 
should he obliged to pay in gold, or 
that they should give a solid security 
for the amojjiit of tljeir sin^^ll mffes. 
But whatever change in the banking 
system niiglit bo introduced, it ought 
not to be introdueod hastily. The 
<|Ucstion \ras, in a great degree, one 
of time. There was no occasion for 
hurry. They were dis(!ussing a dry 
matter of business. Let them aban- 
don tlu'ory, and look to pnictieal ex- 
perieiiee. If they did n<»t, this old 
eennitry, with all its artifieial relations 
of socit‘ty, would he torn to pieces. 
Amongst the causes which led to the 
recent distress, wan the adoption of 
the much lauded principle of free 
traile. Fn»e trade was a g(»od thing 
when* e(»untr!es were siniilarl} situ- 
ated ; hut he could not see its utility 
hetvreezi two countries, one of whi(‘li 
was heavily, the other lightly taxed. 
Ill short, unless tliey began with what 
he wais free to state his o])inion they 
could not begin with, — namely, a free 
trade in corn, he could not sec the wis- 
dom of departing from that line of 
polity which had made this country 
great and liourisliing. I'hey could 
not, however, ad(»i>t the principle of 
free trade in corn. If they had bread 
at a cheap rate, the poor lands must 
be thrown out of cultivation, and then 
the agricultural population would be 
throwui out of employment ; and then 
w here were the manufacturers to find 
a, vent for their diff’erent mamifae- 
tures ? He knew that the political 
economists saw no evil in such a state 
of things : they had no objection to 
turn the agricultural labourers into 
mechanics, and the squire's and tin* 
cleg^y into drapers and tailors, if 


profit would be the result of the eon- 
version. Profit was the jVrpetual 
burden of tlieir song, it profit could 
be ultimately obtained, they overlook- 
ed all the misery which was created 
in the interim. So long as Ihey bad 
profit before them, it mattered not 
whether all the aristocracy, clergy, 
and gentry of the country, were turn- 
ed topsy-turvy, and all the relations 
of society destroyed in one general 
convulsion. 

Mr Peel said, so convinced was he 
that they ought to turn their atten- 
tion to the statt* of the currency, that 
notwithstanding the prediction of the 
hon. alderman, he should exhort the 
House to take that subject into imme- 
diate consideration, l.et them look 
at the fluctuations of the last SO years, 
and sa}^, if the system of privatii bank- 
ing was not insufficient and insecure. 
Let them (toiisider wdiat that system 
was. There were 800 establishments 
in (lifferent jiarts of the country. 
Maepherson in his fJision/ o/ Cmn* 
f/terve, mentioned the existence of 
country banks springing up in 17.08, 
as a most oxtraonlinary pbeiiomenou 
of tlie times, arising from the over- 
issue of paper. Tlie speech of the 
hon. alderman contained an uii intend- , 
ed admission of the inqierfeetiou of 
this system. In defend ii^ the issues 
of the country hankers, he had said 
tliat country bankers often increased 
them for the UuSe of their immediate 
districts, because tliey knew nothing 
of w hat their neighbours were doing. 
What said another member (Sir J- 
Wrottesley ?) That lion, m’ember liad 
truly stated, that as prices rose, the 
teriacne.y of tlu? country banks was to 
increase the issue of j»a])er ; and he 
might have added as truly, that as 
they fell, their tendency was to dimi- 
nish the issue, and so to aggravate the 
evil wliich Iiad arisen from the over- 
issue. So that the system stimulated 
the public wliilst it was in a state of 



6* EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. fVuAV. L 


excitement, and weakened* it when it 
was in a state of exhaustioh. It was 
easy to attack his right hen. friend s 
resolution as providing no remedy for 
the present evils. The resolution did 
not pretend to provide a remedy ; it 
only tended to destroy the cause, 
which, added to the excessive s|)ecu- 
lation, had produced so much distress. 
He could not help thinking that, if ih 
1 793, a set of banks had been esta- 
blished here, on the system of the 
Scotch banks, the country would have 
escaped the danger in whicli it was then 
involved, as also- the calamity wdiich 
now impended over it. It would not be 
an inapt illustration of the subject Ito 
refer to the state of the banking sys- 
tem in 1793. VVhat was the number 
of failures which had taken place among 
country banks in that year ? Not less 
than 100. In 1810, it appeared tliat 
against country bankers 2() commis- 
sions were issued ; 4inl811; 17 in 
1812; 18 in 1813; 29 in 1811; 2() 
in 1815; 37 in I8I6; and that, in 
the late eventful crisis, there were 70 
failures sunong the bankers of tbe 
country and the metropolis. Let the 
House now look at what had been the 
case in Scotland. It would be seen 
hy the evidence taken before the com- 
^mittee in I8I9, that Mr Gilchrist, 
who had Ijeen a manager of one of the 
banks there for many yejirs, was asked 
how many banks had failed in Scot- 
land within his memory. His reply 
was, that there liad been only one ; 
that the creditors were immediately 
paid 14s. in the pound; and, upon 
the winding up the concern, the whole 
of thei^ dejmauds. He was inclined 
to look upon the effect which the pre- 
sent system of country banks produced 
upon the labouring classes as one of 
tlic greatest of its evils. At present 
they were sometimes paid at enormous 
rates, and at other times plunged into 
unloohed-for distress. He was satis- 
fied that very large wages, so far from 


being beneficial to tbe labouring 
classes, were really injurious to them. 
This observation applied more parti- 
cularly to that class of labourers* who 
were employed in manufactures; but 
tbe evil of the system was felt in a 
different, though not in a less severe 
shape, by the agricultural labourer. 
He did not know whether the com- 
mittee which had been pi^esided over 
by the noble lord (Lord John Russell) 
had gone very deeply into this sub- 
ject ; but he was quite sure that a 
system could not be sound or politic 
under which a man in perfect health 
and strength was unable to earn a 
sufficient sum for tbe support of him- 
self and his family. He was quite 
convinced tliat the restoration 01 the 
circulation of the country to some- 
tliing like its ancient standard, would 
have the effect of permanently ameli- 
orating the condition of the lalxniring 
classes of every description. It was 
upon them that tlie distress }iroduced 
by the recent, failures had fallen most 
heavily. Perhaps he (Mr Peel) was 
induced to dwell on this subject, in 
consequence of the impression which 
liad been made on him by the scenes 
of distress he had witnessed from the 
failure of the banks in Ireland. The 
breaking of Lord Ffrench^s bank alone 
produced in that part of the country 
which was most intimately connected 
with it, more poverty, and more of 
that misery and crime w liicli spring 
from poverty, than any other event 
within his recollection. Having thus 
stated the reasons wdiich satisfied him 
that the present system had a bad 
tendency, he would proceed to con- 
sider whether the remedy proposed 
would prove effectual ; and further, 
whether this was the proper time at 
which it should be applied. He was 
first led to examine the objection 
which had been cJlegcd against the 
principle of the joint stock banks ; 
namely, tliat persons w'ould not be 
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fuiiiid willing to risk their property iu 
such ex[>4^riinent5« and that Ihe people 
in {ifoiieral woiild%ot place sufficient 
confidence in them. He believed that 
gentlemen of i)ro|Kjrty would be found, 
many mm*e than enough, to execute 
the proposed plan. lie hoped and 
most sincerely trusted, that the great 
♦obstacle to the proposed institutions, 
the want o<ia cliartCr, wouVl ho re- 
moved. Fhe declared that he could 
see no one advantage which the direc* 
tors of the Hank of England could 
derive from the refusal to grant char- 
ters to cfmritry banking establish- 
ments. Having had occasion to men- 
tion the directors of the Hank of Eng- 
land, he would add that t}»e conduct 
they had dii^played during the recent 
crisis had increased the respect wliich 
he had hcf(»re entertained for th<*in. 
He wished that they would give one 
further instance of liberality by wa- 
ving their right to withhold from the 
proposed (*siahlishinenls tlu‘ charter 
which they would re(|uire. Fhe suc- 
<'ess of sueli institutions was sufficient- 
ly shown hy the example of Scotland. 
He now came to ilie conclusion of his 
right hoii. friend, in which he con- 
curred, — that it would be impossible 
to maintain the circulation of 1/. and 
notes, together witli a metallic 
currency, 'riicre could he no sc'curity 
till this system was altered, and a gold 
currency established. He had alw'ays 
ihonght that Mr Uicardu had under- 
estimated tlie amount of gold which 
was rc(|uisite to maintain a healthy 
nirrency. On the other hand, he w^as 
not inclined, as had been siiid by an 
hon. mendHT, to saturate tlie country 
with gold, 'i’lio lion, memher (Mr 
Haring) had overrated the currency 
in stating it at thirty or forty mil- 
lions. Whatev er it ndglit he, he luwl 
no fears of their being able to find 
gold enougli to conduct all their ordi- 
nary affairs. An hon. incndier had 
said, that it vvas iinpoL^ibJe <»> a&ccr- 


tain the actual number of countfy 
notes in circulation- Upon fhis point 
the lion, member’s opinion differed 
from that of anotliei* hon. member, 
(Mr J. Smith,) who had stated, in 
his evidence before a committee of the 
Houpe, tliat the average circulation of 
country bank notes was three years. 
In the last three years, from the num- 
l>er of notes stamjied, it appeared that 
the amount of the circulation had been 
7 , 600 , 000 /. But from this some de- 
ductioTis would have to be made ; and 
perhaps it would be considered an 
outside estimate of the country circu- 
latjion to take it at 6,000,000/. But 
even if it should be rated at 7,000,000/., 
there was no reason to believe that it 
would not he possible to supply this 
sum in gold. Since 181.9 there had 
Ix^eri coined and issued from the Mint 
25 millions of gold. Suppose that 
seven or eight millions had been ex- 
ported, wliich was indeed an extrava- 
gant su])position, there were 17 mil- 
lions remaining. He believed, too, 
that the prohibiting the issue of coun- 
try hank notes would be the means of 
introducing into circulation many so- 
vereigns which had been kept in the 
coffers of ctaintry bankers. The hon. 
member (Sir J. VVi^otteslcy) thought, 
that the country banks had the same 
right to issue;, notes as the Bank* of 
England. But it should he remem- 
bered that the Bank (diarter was 
granted for a valuable consideration, 
at a time when the Bank of England 
K'lit its capital for the exigencies of 
the state. The only distinct propo- 
sition for postjKmeinent Vliich liad 
been made, was that the subject should 
he deferred for a month. He saw 
great objections U* such a course. This 
was a favourable time for effecting 
that restoration of the currency which 
was adinitti'd to he so desirable, and 
it would be impolitic and unsafe to 
wait the moment of returning prosper 
rity, wdpeh would make the country 
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bankers more reluctant to, agree to it, 
and more able to oppose itf; stand 
gating on the bank in idle expecta- 
tion, now that the river was passable, 
w^uld be an irreparable mistake. The 
time wotfld come when its tide would 
hare increased — when 

“ .Monte decurrens velut amnis, iinbres 

Quern super notas aluere ripas, 

Fervet, immensusque ruit/’ 

His conviction that the passage w^ould 
then be impossible, inauced him to 
urge it now ; and if not made now, all 
hope of accomplishing it must beaban* 
doned for ever. 

Mr Attwood said, that great in- 
justice bad been done by referring the 
first symptoms of distress which had 
appeared, to the failures of the coun- 
try bankers. It should be remem- 
bered that several London bankers 
had failed before any of the country 
bankers had stopped, and that their 
stoppage had rather been the conse- 
fluence than the cause of the distress. 
He was inclined to believe that the 
cause was much nearer to the heart 
of the system than would be readily 
acknowledged. Before the panic com- 
menced, there was a suspicion afloat 
that government were greatly embar- 
• rassed with respect to their pecuniary 
engagements with the Bank. It was 
known that they had applied to the 
Bank for accommodation under very 
dangerous circumstances- He should 
like to know how they could Ikj made 
more available. The Bank were pla- 
ced between these two difficulties— 
if at the close of the last year, they 
had pressed the merchants for repay- 
ment of the advances which they had 
made to them, they would have ruin- 
ed them ; and if they had proceeded 
to sell, as they ought to have done, 
the government securities, he in his 
conscience believed that they would 
have ruined the government. For 
many years a ’great mass of debt had 
^existed on the part of government to 


the Bank. In 1822 that mass was 
enlarged. In that year ministers in- 
creased the debt of ^government, as a 
means of affording relief* to the dis- 
tresses of the country, which had 
been occasioned by Mr Peel's bill. 
The Bank then issued notes to a con- 
siderable amount — a measure totally 
inconsistent with the perinanency of 
the state of cu/rcncy established by 
that bill. To that bill alUhe present 
embarrassmeirts were attributable. 
The object of the measure was to 
make tlie country pay debts in a cur- 
rency different from that in which 
they were contracted. Twice had 
this state of things occurred, and 
twice had the country been relieved 
from depression, by the adoption of 
measures totally inconsistent with the 
principle, by acting upon which the 
depression had been produced. In 
1821, the circulation of the Bank was 
at its lowest amount. In 1822 and 
1 828 they considerably increased tlieir 
circulation ; this increase was forced ; 
it bore all the character of govern- 
ment money, and was founded on 
government securities. On the in- 
crease of the Bank of England's cir- 
culation was founded the increase of 
die country bank paper. The latter 
followed the former, and was no more 
than proportionate to it. This was 
the real speculation and over-trading 
of which right hon. gentlemen ha<l 
said so much. The paper which had 
been forced on the country by the 
measures of government adopted for 
that express object, was drawn in by 
the operation of Mr Peel's bill. To 
this contraction of the circulation were 
owftig all the recent calamities. It 
had been stated, that the Bank of 
England notes found their way back 
to the Bank. He would be glad to 
know how. it w^as possible that any of 
the six millions of notes issued by the 
Bank since *1822 could return to the 
Bank. The session of 1823 com- 
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iiicnced with tlie precious project for had heard much about the importation 
relieving the country by increasing of gold, and doubts were expressed as 
the circulation by means of borrowing to the possibility of obtaining enough 
from the Bank* It was openly avow- for the use of the country. ' The 
cd that the Bank lent the money to quantity had nothing at all to do with 
government for the express pur}K>se the question. A country -like this 
of increasing the circulation* The could as easily procure twenty mil- 
right lion, gentleman spoke of it as a lions, of gold as five , millions ; but 
“ measure of accommodation/* calcu- whilst the price of gold was fixed by 
latcd to ^fford some relaxation of law at SL 17-r* 10a. per ounce, we 
the pressure of Mr Peel's bill." Then could obtain none, until we reduced 
came the project of raising money the price of the commodities which 
upon the dead weight, the real object we were to give for the gold in pro- 
of which was to obtain an issue of portion. When the price of comnio* 
bank notes. The issue of notes ac- dities was reduced proport ionably with 


cxiruingiy tooK ]»ace. inow, it was 
impossible that the notes thus sent 
fortli could ever get back to the Bank 
until there was a demand for gold; 
but the demand for gold would not 
exist until tlie rate of exchange had 
been altereil, a.id tliat alteration could 
not take place until the value of mo- 
ney, and consequently the value of all 
cxiiumodities throughout the country, 
had undergone a change. There were 
persons who contended that no depre- 
ciation of the value of money had ta- 
ken place, because the price of gold 
had not advanced. In order to mea- 
sure the depreciation of money by the 
price of gold, it was necessary to con- 
sider what the effect would be if the 
Bank were to shut its doors, and keep 
out its twenty-one millions of circula- 
tion. He had no doubt that under 
such circumstanc^es, the price of gold 
would advance 20 or (iO jicr cent. The 
rate of prices was tlie liest criterion of 
the value of money* The end of 1821 
was the period when the circulation 
of Bank of England notes was at its 
lowest amount. The average price of 
grain throughout 1822 was 43^, per 
quarter. Gentlemen should consider 
whether it was possible ever,, to obtain 
a higher prit« for grain thjin 43 a*. per 
quarter, under a state of the currency 
such as that which ininisfers were en- 
deavouring to establish. The House 


xnat 01 goia, tne encct iiau ueen ruin- 
ous to our productive industry. The 
experience of the last ten years alone 
was sutHcicnt to prove that fact. 
When grain was at 43^. jicr quarter, 
and the prices of other commodities 
proportionably reduced, we could get 
gold in exchange for them ; but when- 
ever prices were raised, gold naturally 
disappeared. When the circulation 
of paper was in its most limited state, 
it had been seen that grain was only 
43^* per quarter ; but the price con- 
tinued rising in proportion to the is- 
sue of bank notes, to 62 a*., 66a-., and 
69 Ar. per quarter. Ministers now 
came forward to deal with the paper, 
money, and told the House that this 
species of currency had caused specu- 
lation and over-trading. It had done 
something more. It had raised prices ; 
it had produced rents which in 1822 
had no existence. It had found em- 
ployment for the labourer, and had 
converted an almost starving popula- 
tion, driven to despair and seeking 
arms against the government, into a 
body or prosperous, peaceable, loyal, 
and contented men. He would cau- 
tion ministers to take a lesson from 
what had passed. He would have 
them bring to mind the effects pro- 
duced in 1792 by a course of measures 
similar to that wliich they were now 
pursuing. The Chancellor of the 
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Exchequer hail referred tlic House to 
Its acts of' 1819, as a grouml for pro- 
ceediug with Cotifideiice in .the com-se 
now proposed, and had dwelt upon the 
unanimous character of the vote in fa- 
vour of that measure. There was, in- 
deed, unanimity enough ; the bill might 
be said to have been passed in an al- 
most tumultuous manner. It was 
passed amidst tumult, and with a reck- 
less levity ill befitting the character of 
grave legislation. Ministers, almost in 
a body; stated that under no circum- 
stance which it was possible for the 
imagination to conceive, would they be 
induced to depart from the determina- 
tion which they had formed of never 
again having recourse to the restriction 
on Cash payments. How long would 
they hold firm by this resolution, so 
openly pronounced in the face of the 
public? Would they repeat their 
pledge now? After the inconsistent 
conduct which they had exhibited, 
how could they expect that 1 Parliament 
could put faith in anytluiig they pro- 
posed ? 

Mr Hudson (jurney said that, after 
giving the subject the gi cjatest attention 
in his power, he should feel it his duty 
to move an amendment in the commit- 
which would be to omit the words 

Notes of the Bank of England,” so 
as to exclude their notes from the ope- 
ration of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer’s Resolution. 

Mr Canning. — Before he proceeded, 
he would first beg leave to set himself 
right with the country bankers. If 
they had done any wrong or worked 
any mischief,* it arose from the nature 
of the system* tvhich they had to admi- 
nister. He stated it as Ijis siric(»re and 
well-founded opinion, that the country 
banks now in existence were all stable, 
solid; and uninjured. On the one liand, 
it had been said that tli(‘ measure was 
inefficient, mere milk and water; and, 
on the other, that it would bring a 
pressure on the country it was jll able 


to liear. Both could not be true ; but 
both might bo, and were, unfounded. 
The causes of the present distress w'ere 
causes with which they could not ileal ; 
they arose out of that extraordinary 
spirit of speculation which was alluded 
to in the King’s speech. It was not, 
possible for Parliament to deal with all 
that speculation which for a time filled 
the public gaze, 'grew out of public 
avidity, and was fostered by public ap- 
petency to a degi*ee which, undoubt- 
edly, exposed us to the ridicule of 
all other people — speculations which 
sprang with the dawn, and disappeared 
before the sun went down, like bladders 
of vapour that rose towards heaven, 
and that the puncture of a pin brought 
agaiu to tlie earth. Parliament could 
not deal with all those speculations 
wliich sprang from liuinan avarice and 
enterprise, ft was too much to say, 
because the country had run riot in 
speculation, that this had all been 
caused by the country banks. But there 
was one undoubted source whence this 
speculation derived some of its alimeiti ; 
and the object his right lionourablc 
friend pro])osed was to stop up this one 
source, and leave the other causes i»f 
unwholesome speculation at present 
untouched. It was meant to deal with 
the circulation of small notes on account 
of its own demerits, as much as on ac- 
count of its connexion with speculation. 
There was another prejudice wliich lie 
felt it necessary to dispel — he meant 
the fashion of imputing to all those 
who thought it practicable to apply the 
principles of philosophy to this subject, 
the character of theorists and eiitliu- 
siasts, who would make any sacrifice to 
gratify their views. If, in the course 
of discussion, any honourable member 
imputed to him matters which it ap- 
peared had their ongin in genuine 
error anil mistake, no man could feel 
more satisfied than he should at the 
explanation of such error. But when 
Ii<» found that the error was continued. 
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fiK, for instance, in tlie case when it was 
said, that upon the bullion question, he 
was one of those who voted for the 
immediate resumption of cash pay- 
ments — where, he would ask, was the 
<*rror in this case ? The part he took 
in Mr Horner’s commit]ee he would 
state. He had voted for all the reso- 
lutions of Mr Horner, but those which 
went to open the doprs of the Bank 
next day. ,fte thought it right that 
they should adopt the wholesome ad- 
vice of the honourable alderman, (Hey- 
gate,) and tread in the steps of their 
forefathers. There was no period of 
our liistory at which there was greater 
distress or greater difficulty and dismay 
than in 1793. Mr Burke, in descri- 
bing the French revolutionary proceed- 
ings, pointed out the mistakes into 
which they fell with respect to our 
j)aper currency, and observed, that they 
seemed to imagine that the prosperity 
of Great Britain grew out of her paper 
currency, whereas, in point of fact, the 
paper currency grew out of her prospe- 
rity. An hon. member (Mr Baring) had 
Ht^ed an opinion, to \Wiich he had lis- 
tened with surprise and regret, that 
government had so clogged and em- 
barrassed the Bank, that that body 
were no longer fit and proper agents 
to manage the circulating medium of 
the country. It was said, in the first 
place, that the advances made hy the 
Bank to government, amounted to 
7,990,000/. It was added, that what 
were called “ the deficiencies” — name- 
ly, the advances on the faith of the re- 
ceipts of the current quarter, made by 
the Bank to the government, am<mnt- 
cd to 5,500,000/. The honourable 
member (Mr Baring) had fixed the 
sum necessary for paying off the Ig per 
cents at 3,700,000/. Tlie <lead 
weight,” as it was tenned, he described 
as swallowing up 8,000,000/., tliough 
in fact it appeared oidy to’ require 
0,500,000/. ; and, lastly, lid had noticed 
the sum laid out by the Bank on nna t- 

\ 


gage, wliich amounted to 1,500,000/^* 
Now the oi{]ijectioii of the honoumble 
member did not seem to *be so much * 
directed against the amount as against 
the nature and principle of the different 
charges. Fie would, in the first place, 
observe, that the sums lent by the Bank 
on mortgage were no more a concern 
of the government than of the honour- 
able gentleman himself. Then as to 
the “ dead weight,” he would profess 
fairly for himself, that he did not un- 
derstand the system. But, whether 
the Bank made a prudent bargain or a 
foolish one with the government, had 
nothing to do with his argument. The 
goVerarnent sold an annuity to the 
Bank. They might, if they had plea- 
sed, have gone into the market the 
very next day, and disposed of their 
purchase to the best advantage ; and 
the government were no more respon- 
sible for the Bank holding in their 
hands that which they had bought from 
government, than they were account- 
able for any indifferent transaction of 
that body. The next sum was that of 
3,700,000/. to meet the dissentients on 
the 4 and 5 per cents. But it should 
not be forgotten, that the sum was in 
regular coume of payment, at the rate 
of 750,000/. per quarter, or 3,000,000/ . 
per annum. So that, in the course of 
this year but 750,000/. would he duo- 
Indeed, as his right lionourahle friend 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) in- 
timated, the debt would he entirely 
done away in the present year. Then 
came the amount of Exchequer Bills, 
and what was denominated “ deficien- 
cies.” The hon. gentleman thought 
fit to complain, because the Bank was 
called upon to pay quarterly dividends 
on certain days, for which advance the 
Bank was rejiaid by the growing pro- 
duce of the revenue ; that therefore 
that great body must be considered as 
out of pocket during the whole of each 
quarter. The hon. mlnnber took no 
notice yyhatever of the gradual rcduc- 
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tion of the sum required* Suppose, 
then, that. any gentleman w^re in debt, 
and thought proper to set aside 4000/. 
a*yeai*, to be advanced in quarterly 
payments, for the arrangement of 
nis affairs.; suppose this gentleman 
should say to the agent employed in 
managing the payments, “ All you 
have ' to do is to make the quarterly 
payments, and reimburse yourself out 
of my rents as they come in. If you 
are in advance for the quarter beyond 
what my rents may satisfy, then you 
may charge interest on the advance ; 
but, if it happen that you have rents of 
mine in your possession beyond what 
is required for the payment of the an- 
nuity, 1 shall ask you no interest for 
the use of that money. Now he would 
ask any man, if this would not be a 
profitable contract on the part of tlie 
agent ? But this was precisely the si- 
tuation of the Bank ; and he should be 
glad to know whether the Bank did not 
derive a profit from this transaction 
with government.^ He found in the 
bullion reports of 1812 and 1819, a 
distinct recommendation, that the ad- 
vances of the Bank to government 
ought never, in fairness, to be stated, 
wi^out at the same time taking into 
account the balances which the go- 
vernment were in the habit of leaving 
in the hands of the Bank. And what 
was the aveiage of those balances? 
The average of the balances which the 
Bank derived from the government, 
and which the Bank was authorized to 
use for its own profit, was no less than 
7,000,000/. a-year. He bad thus re- 
duced the 24,000,000/. (which were 
described as cramping the exertions of 
the Bank) item by item, till nothing 
of the burden said to be imposed by 
government remained, except the 
e, 000,000/. or 7,000,000/. of Exche- 
quer bills which were held by the Bank. 
He was sure the honourable member 
did not mean to say — nay, b<» could 
not mean it~that tJiis last was,an oh- 


jectionable item. The original ciiarter 
of the Bank recognised it. That loan 
was coeval witli the constitution of 
the Bank ; it was the foundation of the 
whole superstructure; and when the 
period might arrive, to strike the ad- 
vances of tlie Bank on one side, and 
the balances or the government on the 
other, it must not be left out of the ac- 
count, that the Bank were dividing 8 
per cent on a capital of 14 , 000 , 000 /. 
instead of 7 per cent on the original 
capital of 12,000,000/. But, as far as 
they had gone, he would contend they 
%vere in a situation greatly to benefit 
the country; nay, he would declare, 
that they were more disembarrassed, at 
the present moment, than they had 
been for a long series of years. If, 
then, there were no difficulty, as be- 
tween the Bank of England and the 
government, in carrying into effect the 
))roposition of his right honounible 
friend, what were the tlifficulties mili- 
tating against that proposition, which 
existed with respect to the country 
hanks ? It was admitted, that they 
only had an approximation to the amount 
of country bank notes in circulation. 
They would, perhaps, rate the amount 
rather too high at 6,000,000/. and 
rather too low at 4,000,000/. Well, 
then, what was the effect of his ho- 
nourable frien<r8 proposition ? Why, 
that this amount, he it 6,000,000/. or 
4,000,000/. should, in the course of 
three years, he withdrawn from circu- 
lation. There were, they had hceii 
told, about 800 country hanks — that 
number was perhaps diminished by tlie 
late unfortunate events. But if tliey 
divided between the number of country 
hanks he had mentioned, the amount 
of 1/. and 2/. notes which it was cal- 
culated they had in circulation, it would 
give a proportion of about 8000/. to 
each hank ; .and to withdraw this sum 
of 8000/.' from circulation, it was pro- 
posed to allow a period of three years, 
or, in other words, time was given to 
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enable tJjte bankers to withdraw some- 
thing more than 20004 and something 
less than 30004 |)er annum, from their 
small note circulation. After all they 
had heard of the solidity and respecta- 
bility of the country bayks, surely it 
was not to be said, when they were 
called on in the course of three years 
to withdraw so incon^derable a sum, 
that it woul(j^>e sucJi a strain*on their 
capacity, that they could not com- 
ply without drawing ruin and confusion 
on the country. His right honourable 
friend’s proposition was one that, when 
reduced to its dimensions, and guaged 
by the rules of arithmetic, would shrink 
into so small a compass, that indivi- 
duals would he surprised to think that 
it could, by any power of argument, be 
‘swollen to such apparent magnitude 
and importance. Rut while he denied 
that the effort was one which the coun- 
try could not easily hear, he deemed it 
necessary to remind the House, that 
however diminutive the immediate ob- 
ject might appear, the proposition was 
mighty in principle. It was, he re- 
peatecl, mighty in principle, if its ef- 
fect should be to restore, in the opi- 
nions of men, the fixed and unemng 
princi[)le of a metallic standard to the 
country. It had been his f Mr Can- 
ning’s) fortunf? to hear and know Mr 
Burke ; and he had received a letter 
from him on this subject. The letter 
was written at Bath, from that bed from 
which he never afterwards rose. Mr 
Burke concluded his letter with a qua- 
lified approbation of the great measure 
which was then under discussion. His 
last expression, however, was, ‘‘ Tell 
Pitt not to issue 14 notes, for if he 
does, he will never see a guinea again.” 
Mr Burke was admitted to have been 
a great politician, and this letter showed 
that he was no ordinary proplx^t.. Few, 
very few persons at the time took this 
view of the subject. One-pound notes 
were abundantly issued ; and at length, 
a resolution was hrou£>'ht forward. 


which still jiood on the records of that 
House, which “ hedged*’ the pound note 
with a ‘‘ divinity” which was never be* 
fore supposed to belong to it» In the 
division of that day, he and the ho* 
nourablc gentleman- (Mr Baring) op- 
posed. that resolution, to which 111 s no* 
hie friend (Lord Bexley) was, he be- 
lieved, the god-father rather than the 
father. Now he would argue, seriously, 
that the existence of that resolution 
formed a very good reason for acceding 
to the proposition of his right honour- 
able friend. There was a sort of ob- 
scure notion prevalent through the 
codhtry, that the one-pound country 
bank note was not convertible into caslf 
on demand. This appeared from a 
petition presented by an honourable 
member (Mr Hume), in which it was 
stated that a country banker refused 
cash for a one-pound note. The banker 
mistook the law. An bon. member 
(Mr Attwood) said, that in passing the 
present resolution they would be doing 
more mischievous things than they 
could imagine at present. Now that 
lion, member must be a very inatten- 
tive observer, if he did not perceive in 
the mistake which he (Mr Canning) 
had lioticed — a mistake existing in the 
mind of an educated and practical man 
— a germ of danger which rendered it 
necessary that the legislature should 
interfere for the purpose of its removal, 
and for the security of the public. An 
honourable member (Mr Ibiring) had 
observed that the time might come 
when hard necessity might compel mi- 
nisters to depart from that resolution. 
That hon. member was mistkkeil. The 
hon. meml>er added, that times might 
arrive which would induce the Bank 
to refrain from ]>aying in cash. He 
had no more idea of the arrival of such 
a state of things than he had of a ge- 
neral convulsion of nature. Still lie 
would not assert that such a time 
might not- come ; hut this he woijld 
say, that no time would ever come 
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wiieni to* ward off the daifiger appre- 
hend^ by the Bank, he ^nd his col- 
leagues would consent to interpose the 
powers of goveraraent for the purpose 
of suspending the metallic currency of 
the country, and introducing in its 
place a spurious issue of Baiik paper. 
He would osk of those who op[> 08 ed 
the measure, to point out what good 
could be derived from supporting the 
issue of such paper— he would oven 
ask them whether its continuance was 
so harmless as to demand no notice ? 
Was there nothing beyond the swelling 
of prices, and the raising the value of 
commodities, on which he wouhl \\oi 
toucli, for fear of giving offence ? Was 
there, he would ask, no practical reason 
which came home to their breasts, to 
call for an alteration in the system? 
Were there no opinions in favour of 
those who supported this proposition ? 
Was tliere no great district wh(^re those 
small notes never were admitted ? Did 
not gentlemen know that a project for 
the issue of one-pound notes had been 
unsuccessfully tried some time ago at 
Manchester ? The parties wishing for 
a circulation of that kind comprised 
names of so high a character as to put 
beyond all doubt their power of dis- 
charging any demands that might be 
made on them. He need only men- 
tion the names of Lloyd and Hayward, 
to show that no doubt or distnist could 
be entertained of the leading parties. 
Nevertheless, when they endeavoured 
to issue 1/, notes (a specimen of which 
he held in liis hand,) a meeting of the 
magistrates, the Boroughreeve being 
in the ‘chair, was called, and a strong 
protest was put forth against such an 
issue. A general determination pre- 
vailed to oppose the introduction of 
that system, in the absence of wliich 
some gentlemen seemed to suppose llie 
ordinary business of the country could 
not go on. Tht^re was a population of 
nearly 000, 000 in and around Man- 
chester. In* the metropolis and its 


neiglihourliood lliere was also an im- 
mense population, amongst whom the 
circulation of small notes was unknown. 
Here he might say there was a population 
of 4,000,000 Englishmen, who knew 
not what a 1/.^ note was, and yet they 
were gravely told that that species of 
circulation was essential to the well- 
being of trade and commerce. \Miy, 
it was not many weeks since a de- 
putation from one of the dockyards 
waited on his Majesty’s government, 
with the information that they had not 
the means of paying the wages of the 
workmen. Every hank in the neigh- 
bourhood had failed ; not a hank note 
W'as to he procured, and the <*onH('- 
quence was, they were obliged to seek 
for ndief in tlie metropolis. Was not 
this a situation the recurrence of which 
ought to he guarded against? It 
was in vain to think of forming a gohl 
circulation so long as the pa}H*r 
remained. While that remained, the 
gold must necessarily disappear. That 
minor paper circulation would choke 
up the channel of trade ; and when 
the gold attempted to flow into it, the 
paper would resist it ; hut clear away 
that paper cin'.ulatioii, give hills of ex- 
change to an amount infinitely greater 
than tlie notes themselves ; they might 
pile such securities mountains liigh ; 
hut if in the ordinary commerce of life 
they irrigated the base of those secu- 
rities with gold, they would answer 
every purpose, and would amply up- 
hold public credit and public confi- 
dence. Some gentlemen were sur- 
prised that the same persons who con- 
demned the smaller species of bank 
notes should declare themselves in fa- 
vour of that of a higher denomination. 
The surprise, however, was, that any- 
body should be surprised at the tlis- 
tinction. , The 1/. note had qualities 
which the larger note had not. Tin* 
larg(*r note covenanted to pay tin* 
equivalent in metal ; hut, witli respei‘t 
to the I/, note, the promise was uni- 
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forinly brdkiHi. When they came to 
tins lower denomination of notes, and 
found that they could get nothing but 
paper in return for paper, what was 
the consequence ? It produced a rise 
of prices, which destroyed the reward 
of labour, and consequently deprived 
the working classes of the means of 
subsistence. The 1 /. note differed in 
those respect*;^ from the largeV note. 

J t was, in facf, a substitute for the sign 
and superscription of the sovereign : it 
was an assumption of the prerogative 
of the crown, and it touched the near- 
est interests of the labouring classes. 
The resolution of his right hon. friend 
would correct these evils. It was im- 
]>ossil>le to have heard the opposition 
to this measure without discovering 
that the opponents of it were divided 
into two classes. One, while they oh- 
jected to the time, the mode, and the 
ilegree, tlid, in effect, cover under 
those grounds of opposition a rooted, 
fundainentiil, unspai’ing, and undistin- 
guisliiitg ohjection to the circulation of 
any other currency except that which 
\vas adopted during the whole period 
of th<* war. The <lifference between 
I hem and those who supported his 
right hon. friend’s measure, was so 
large, that it would he fighting a sha- 
llow to oppose them on that simple 
(|uestion. Thme was another class of 
opponents, who objected to the altei*a- 
lion, because they considered that there 
was something peculiarly bad in the 
time. The present time could only be 
1‘ompared with the past and the future, 
f the bon. member (Mr Baring) wisli- 
<l this measure to have been taken 
ong ago, he (Mr Canning) entirely 
oncurred with him. But with regard 
10 the future, be confessed he felt that 
no time was more likely, or could be 
more happy, for such an effort, t)ian the 
iresent moment. How stood the law 
on the subject? And here he called 
>n gentlejnen to recollect that the law, 
as it at present stood, would ultimately 


put an end the U. notes; That 
extinction, however, undef the exist- 
ing law, would be coincident with the 
expiration of the Bank charter; and 
he would appeal to those gentlemen, 
whether that would be a convenient 
time to have a question of this im- 
jiortant nature taken up ? All that 
was proposed was, to get rid of this 
system four years sooner than had been 
contemplated. An hon. member (Mr 
Baring) wished the measure to ho put 
oft' for a year. Another hon. gontlo- 
inan wished it to be put off for a month. 
As the discrepancy was rather consi- 
derafile, which side was to be attended 
to ? His (Mr Canning’s) objection 
delay, no matter for bow short a period, 
^vas — that, accompany it as the House 
would with comment or explanation, 
out of doors, delay would be consi(l(*r(Ml 
as defeat. Those gentlemen who were 
most sincere in their declarations tliat 
all they desired was to obtain some 
farther interval before the j^assing of 
this measure, would they answer that 
such interval should he used for with- 
drawing the notes gradually from cir- 
culation ? Would it not he employed 
in preparing new diilici|lties in the way 
of carrying the measure? Now, let 
gentlemen go back a little, as delay 
was asked, and see what had been 
gained by delay upon other occasions. 
Ministers had been assailed month 
after month with the reproaches, fa- 
voured session after session with the 
entreaties, of the lion, members on the 
other side, to open the commerce ot 
the country to all the winds heaven 
—to leave it free to all the wants of 
men. If there were any one branch 
of trade more than another as to which 
this advice had been pressed, it was 
the silk trade, upon which goveniment 
had at length adopted it— adopte<l it 
certainly with the approbation and as- 
sistance of those by whom* it had ori- 
ginally beep given. But let genlle- 
iiien mark wlrat had folh>w<’*d lla* pass- 
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ing of t)ie new silk measures through 
the House.* After the defeat of the 
opposition, all that had been asked 
was delay— -a farther time. The time 
was given. How bad it been used ? 
In raising c\’ery possible obstacle to 
the operation (»f that law. Was not 
this a proof that, as regarded the mea- 
sure now contemplated, to give time 
would be to give up the purpose ? He 
hoped that it could not be necessary 
for liim — for any minister of govern- 
ment — for any memlier of parliament, 

' — at this time to avow that he felt 
deep regret — the deepest regret and 
anxiety for the state of the comkicr- 
cial interests of the country. It could 
not be necessary for an assembly of 
Englishmen to declare that they felt 
for the distresses of persons with whom 
every individual of that assembly must 
be more or less intimately connected 
and acijuainted ; and far less to make 
protest of their sympathy Mutb all the 

C rivations endured by that more bum- 
le, but not less valuable, class of la- 
bourers, upon whose security and wel- 
fare tlie strength and the prosperity 
of the country depended. He did not 
mean to tell the House that the mea- 
sure now proposed was levelled entire- 
ly at the protection of the higher 
interests ; but this he did say dis- 
tinctly, that it aimed directly and 
specifically to effect the safety of the 
poorer classes. It had been the wish 
of the most favourite monarch of 
France, that every peasant in his 
realm should have a fowl in his pot on 
Sunday ; the measure before the House 
would aJt Icfist do so much towanls 
realizing that wish for the peasantry 
of England, that it would ensure them 
the possession of their fowl after they 
had earned it. 

Mr Pearse defended the conduct of 
the Bank of England, and complained 
that justice luid not been done either 
to the motives or interests of that es- 
tablishment. The publib liad been 


taught to form a very ewfekwis esti- 
mate of the profits of the Bank of 
England 2 they were by no means so 
large as some honourable members bad 
insinuated. The Bank charter, too, 
had, on several hands, been held up as 
an exceeding grievance : all lie would 
say wiis, that if the terms of that char- 
ter were to be materially changed, he 
should* think it a very unfortunate 
thing for the country. All he wanted 
from the charter was, that it should 
secure the bankers from having a rival 
establishment set up in London. 

Mr Baring said, what the country 
wanted mainly was, tliat the question 
should be set at rest : but if the House 
were to go into a committee, and ar- 
gue the subject at length, so long as 
that discussion lasted, the country 
would be kept upon the rack. Under 
such circumstances, he felt it his duty 
to take the sense of the House at once 
upon the proposed measure ; and he 
should therefore move, as an amend- 
ment, the followingresolution— That 
it is the opinion of this House, that, in 
the present disturbed state of jmblic 
and private credit, it is not expedient 
to enter upon the consideration of the 
banking system of the country.” If 
tlic House supported ministers against 
him upon this division, he would con- 
sider the issue as decisive, and give 
no further opposition to the measure, 
which, if it was to pass, he desired 
should pass as speedily as p(>ssil>Ie. 
Before dividing, however, he would 
desire to call attention to the very 
|>eculiar situation in which the coun- 
try stood. No man who had kiioM n 
the country, however long, and its 
commercial affairs, had ever, he would 
venture to assert, iKdield so entire an 
absence of confidence as at the pre- 
sent moment. For though a very cle- 
ver speech, like that of the riglit lion, 
gentleman (Mr Canning,) delivered in 
the House of Commons, might conci- 
liate and give confidence to those wh(» 
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heard it ; yet to the country at lar^e, 
(who did not hear it,) that contideucc 
would not extend. He {Mr Baring) 
did not think there was one banker or 
nicrchant in the house^ who ventured 
to say he thought this measure could 
be carried without injury to the coun- 
try. On the other side, tlierc was 
great strength in the way of talent — 
great rcin%cement»from tl^e Temple, 
and from Xincoln’s Inn — great force 
of those who studied from book 8 | and 
held practical men in very great con- 
tempt. And moreover, with all the 
brilliant eloquence of the right hoii. 
gentleman, (Mr Canning,) that right 
hon. gentleman would not feel otfend- 
ed if lie (Mr Bating) said, that, upon 
a point like the present, he would pre- 
fer taking* the opinion of the right 
hon. gentleman on his right hand— 
(Mr Iluskisson.) The right hon. gen- 
tleman (Mr Canning) seemed to him 
to stand pretty much in the situation 
in which Lord Chesterfield, in part of 
his correspondence, expressed himself 
once to have been placed. Some 
plain man,” said his lordship, from 
a corner, made a long heavy discourse 
upon the matter, which he understood 
very well ; but he mumbled and stam- 
mered so, that nobody cared to listen 
tu him. I then got uj), and without 
knowirg anything of the subject at 
all, made a brilliant and dashing 
speech upon it ; and on concluding, 
carried everything before me.” Let 
the House, however, resist the effect 
of this kind of fascination, as far as 
they could do so, and look at the 
question coolly. The country bank 
notes were charged as having caused 
or aided the late visionary specula- 
tions. This was all a mistake : the 
fact was, that the bubbles, every one 
of them, were town-made. It was the 
country bo^by who was t}ie dupe to 
the London' sharper. London, Man- 
chester, Liverpool — theffe were the 
spots in which the vile schemes of 
VOL. MX. FAHT 1. 


spcculati<j^i had been invented — jdaces 
in which no cotintry one-pOund bank 
notes existed. With reference to wliat 
had been said of the offence against 
the prerogative of the crown, he was 
entirely at a loss to ima’gine' upon 
what principle it could be shown that 
making a one-pound note was a great- 
er offence against prerogative than 
making a five. But he neither de- 
fended nor supported these notes upon 
principle ; he agreed that they were 
a nuisance, and a nuisance which 
ought to be abated ; and if no other 
argument could be adduced against 
them than the danger to which they 
exposed the w'orking classes, that 
alone w'^as sufficient. Besides, he agreed 
that, by taking away the notes, it 
would be possible to saturate the coun- 
try with gold and silver. The only 
question between him and other gen- 
tlemen was, that of time. What need 
of precipitancy? The case was put 
always as if the paper circulation had 
grown up purely by the connivance 
and not the contrivance of the Bank and 
the government. It was the parliament 
who had raised the paper circulation ; 
and then came the new theorists, call- 
ing upon the House to reverse all their 
former ])roceedings. These persons^ 
when once they got the patient with- 
in their power, proceed^ with tlieir 
operations upon him, whilst his agony 
and suffering caused no remorse or 
abatement in the rigour of their prac- 
tice. Two years ago he had express- 
ed the opinion wdiich he now held, 
that in the manufacture of silk, the 
English artist could not compete with 
those of France and Switzcrlig^d. The 
right hon. gentleman (MrHuskicson) 
and his colleagues entertained a diffe- 
rent opinion. Suppose now that the 
government, and those who sided with 
them, should finally discover them- 
selvfs to have mistaken the subject. 
Was not one mistake enough at once? 
If thcyj’csolved to try this novelty in 
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regulating the currency, why choose 
that very, time for trying the first 
time in tlie lives of any of them, the 
experiment of a competition with 
France in an open trade in silks ? Sup- 
pose til at they should afterwards see 
their mistake. Ruin would fall on 
nnllious. Trade, already in a state 
of grhat confusion, would he still mote 
confused ; and by the middle of the 
year, they might witness such scenes 
as were acted throughout the country 
in 1 81.9. The blacking-man (Mr Hen- 
ry Hunt) w^mld go round, aided by 
crowds of itinerant patriots. The sto- 
machs of the unliappy people being 
empty, tlicir credulous ears would 'be 
open to all suggestions of sedition and 
discontent. He must pronounce this 
policy to be the most foolish risk ever 
incurred by any administration. 

Mr P. Grenfell differed from his 
homnirablc friend (Mr Baring,) upon 
the question of time. As a practical 
man, his opinion >vas, that, not only 
might this measure be carried with 
safety, but tlnit there could be no per- 
manent safiity for the country without 
it. 

Mr Brougham, in a question of 
siicli importance, could not satisfy his 
mind by giving a silent vote. He 
* begged his honourable friend (Mr 
Baring’s) excuse for stating the rea- 
sons which caused him to diff<‘r from 
him. The only question, as his ho- 
nourable friend avowed, between him 
and those who differed with him was, 
as to the point of time. To that he 
directed his attention. Without de- 
nying the consequences of over-tra- 
ding, and the effects of tlie panic M’hich 
was consequent upon it, it was mani- 
fest that the mischiefs of that panic 
and over-trading were greatly aggra- 
vated by the circulation of 1 /. and 9,L 
notes. It could not escape tlieir ob- 
servation, that when a run upon a 
country kmk. took place, the run 
came first from the poor Indders of i/. 


and 2/. notes. The failure of the 
banks liad led to a diminution of that 
circulation. It was not possible, then, 
for a more favourable opportunity to 
occur ; and if the resolution were not 
now taken to abolish the small notes 
altogether, how were they to enter- 
tain the shadow of a hope that it would 
ever lie taken at all ? He apprehend- 
ed also, that thq small note circula- 
tion wou?d Ikj gradually Veplaced by 
the coming in of the rnetaflic curren- 
cy. -And if it were to happen other- 
wise, then tlic postponement would 
have no other effect than that of 
bringing out the small notes again, 
and again driving back the gohl ; so 
that, whether they ^Ivocatcd the de- 
lay of a year and a half, or three years, 
or the whole time up to 1 833, tlu; an- 
swer would be e(|ually effectual. To 
whatever period they might postpone 
it, the pa])er, as before, would imme- 
diately displace the gold. Tliis was 
against theory, but their own expe- 
rience had shown it to he fa(;t. (Jold 
and ])aper wouhl not hold together in 
the same circulation ; the 1/. notes 
would infallibly take tlnj place of the 
gold. Then, as he said before, at the 
expiration id the period, whether a 
yeer or three years were assigned, 
they wcmld have to combat the self- 
same objections. Should distress pre- 
vail, or even the ajiprohension of it, 
they would bo warned not to aggravate 
the evils. If, on the contrary, tlie 
country should be going on smootlily, 
Oil ! we are so well at present, tliat 
we could not desire to be better. Do, 
for goodness sake, take the advice of 
your forefathers, and the wise men 
wdio have gone before you, and let well 
aloge.” He had observed that the 
opinion of the tlieorists went in favour 
of a paper circulation convertible into 
gold, it being supposed by them (and 
he confessi^d that experience alone had 
shaken his, firm belief in the same 
theory) that a paper payable in gold 
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by law, (Ml demand, coirM never exist in 
ex(‘ess. In the 1/. and 2/. notes he had 
found u manifest and most iindctiiahle 
exception to the rule. The honour- 
able and learned gentleman expatiated 
on the ]»rospect of the difficulties which 
the country had, in a!l probability, 
yet to go through, which might be 
found scarcely to fall short of those 
claik and diismal scenes which liad 
lieeii witne:^ed within the last three 
n et‘ks. He looked forward with dis- 
may, and it grive him pain to mention 
it, to the distress of the agricultu- 
rists ; and all the consolation he could 
idler them for the sufferings tliey 
were about to undergo was, that this 
measure did not pretend to be a re- 
medy — all they could offer as compen- 
sation to the poor working class, was 
a steady and invariable curremy, in 
which they would in future receive and 
make payments. 

IVIr Canning expressed a hop that 
as they were all agreed that the sooner 
the present suspense was put an end 
to the better, they would adopt the 
understanding that the present divi- 
sion sliould be considered as decisive 
of the main question. 

The House tbeii divided, and there 
:ip])earcd for the amendment. Ayes .><> 
— Noes 222 — Majority for the origi- 
nal motion, 

'J’lie Hinise then went into a com- 
mittee, when 

Mr H. Gurney proposed, as an 
amendment to the original measure, 
that the small notes of the Bank of 
luigland should be excluded from its 
operation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was not disposed to acquiesce in the 
present proposal. 

Mr Maberly referred to the state 
of the paper currency, and its effects 
in Scotland, to show that the .conse- 
quences ascribed to the circulation of 
1/. and 2/. notes did not attend it 
t hf‘n\ 


Mr Hui ite said, lie rose to protest 
agiiinst.heing supposed to agree with* 
the principle which had that night 
been adopted. He thought paper con- 
vertible into gold by law^ asunder Mr 
Peel’s bill, the very best kind of cur- 
rency. 

Mr Peel said his bill was founded 
upon the principle of Mr Ricardo, of 
paper convertible into gold, but it» 
object was frittered away by the per- 
mission granted two years afterwards 
to cotmtry banks to issue \l. and 2/. 
notes at pleasure ; but for that there 
would not have l)ecn at tlie moment a 
1 1, mote in the countiy. 

Mr Baring supported the amend- 
ment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was unMdlling to reserve an exclusive 
])rivilege for the Bank of England. 

Mr H. Gurney said, that had it not 
been for the issue of the 1/. notes by 
the Bank of England at the time, the 
recent calamity that befell the country 
would have been greatly aggravated. 
These issues had done the greatest 
goo<l ; and in the event of a similar 
emergency, he thought that means of 
a similar assistance should be avail- 
able to the exigencies of the country. 

The House then elivided. — For the 
amendment, 7 — Against it, f)(i — Ma- 
jority against the amendment, fifh 

The resolutiems of the committee 
were ordered to be reported next 
day. 

On the following day, after the pre- 
sentation by Mr R. Gordon of a peti- 
tion from Cirencester against tlu^ mea- 
sure in ])rogi*ess, and a few observa- 
\atioiis by Mr Benett, Sir’ T.*Letb- 
bridge, and Sir John Bridges, tljose 
of the first mentioned honourable 
member being hostile to the measure^ 
and those of the other two decidedly 
in favour of it, the petition was laid 
on the table. 

Mr Brogden appeared at the bar 
wil'h tljo* report of the re‘<ol(^lion'- ot 
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tlie committee on the Ba(ik Charter 
and Promissory Notes Acts. 

On the question that the report be 
brought up, it. was opposed by Mr 
Calcraft, Mr H. Gurney, and Mr T. 
Wilson, who affirmed that coininereial 
distress, instead of subsiding, was la- 
mentably on the increase; and sup- 
ported by Mr E. Ellice, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, Sir H. Parnel, 
and Alderman Wood, and others. But 
as tlic arguments of the different 
speakers were little more than repeti- 
tions of those which had been adduced 
during the preceding lengthened dis- 
<*ussions, we deem it superfluous^ to 
notice them more specially. 

At length, the first resolution ha- 
ing been read, 

Mr M. Gurney rose to move bis 
amendment a second time, that the 
words the notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land” be omitted. 

The amendment was subsequently 
withdrawn ; and the res^dutions being 
agreed to, a bill was ordered to be 
brought in on the first and secobd. 

Next day (Feb. 15,) after some un- 
interesting discussion in a committee 
of ways and means, arising out of a 
motion by Mr Herries, that the sum 
'*of 10,000,000/. be raised by Exche- 
<{uer bills, for the service of the year 
182(), and the adoption of the in€‘a- 
sure by the committee, the honour- 
able member brought in the Promis- 
sory Notes’ bill, which was read a first 
time. 

In the House of Lords, the Bank 
Charter and Promissory Notes Acts 
Bills having been brought in, were 
read a first time on the Kith Febru- 
ary; its second reading was ordered for 
tlic following day. 

On which day, the Earl of Liver- 
pool rose to move the second reading 
of tlie bill. He believed it would be 
most convenieht for the discussion, to 
call their lordships’ attention to both 


branches of the subject. He must 
say that he mainly agreed with those 
who attributed the present embarrass- 
ments to the extravagant speculations 
which had been set afioat in conse- 
quence of the extraordinary prosperi- 
ty of the couatry. Since the South 
Sea bubble there* had been no example 
of such extra^vagancies. But the spirit 
of speculation was not confined to 
those delusive objects lie bad already 
described. It extended to all the 
branches of legitimate traffic. It ap- 
peared from returns, that in the yejir 
1822, 1823, and 1824*, the average 
imports of sheeps* wool amounted to 
20,341,078 lbs. In the last year, the 
amount of the same imports was 
38,705,682 lbs , being an increase of 
90 per cent. The average imports of 
cotton-wool during the three years, 
amounted to 1 6 1,206,7 51 lbs. Last 
year, the im^iorts of that article rose 
to 222,457,616 lbs., wliich was an in- 
crcfise of 38 per cent. The imports of 
indigo rose from 5,077,878 lbs., the 
average of the last three years, to 
7,530,534 lbs., which was an increase 
of 48 per cent. The loads of square 
timber, impewted in the three years, 
were 551,4.Q1, and they rose in the 
last year to 664,186, which an iii- 
creasf? of 20 per cent. In silk, specu- 
lation had been no less active. 'I'Jic 
imports of thrown silk, which w<*re in 
the three years at an average 404,423 
lbs., bad risen to 800,501 lbs., being 
an increase of 98 per cent. A similar 
comparison ivith respect to raw silk 
showed an increase from 2,608,527 
lbs. to 3,431,172 lbs., which was an 
increase of 31 per cent. The imports 
of wine, tallow, and several other ar- 
ticles had nsen in a similar manner. 
Having stated this mucli of the over- 
trading, he would now touch on the 
question of the currency. Tlie paper 
currency consisted of two branches— 
the notes of the Bank of England and 
the country banks. There were on 
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the table returns, which showed the 
state of the Bank issues from I 8 I 9 to 
the present year. During the years 
1821-22, the whole of 1823, and the 
half of the year 1824, there could be 
no reason to suppose that the issues 
were in any degree oKccssive. In 
1823, and up to August and Septem- 
ber in 1824, the excliangcs were fa- 
v<mrable. IJiere wasTiio one, who did 
not agree that the exchanges had not 
then grown worse, though, from opi- 
nions })reviously entertained, some dis- 
juited the connexion between the cur- 
rency and the exchanges. The fact, 
however, was, that up to August 1824, 
tlie exchanges wore favourable, but 
that in the month of September they 
took an unfavourable turn. In the 
latter part of that year, and the be- 
ginning of the next, the Bank, instead 
of contracting their issues, increased 
them. In March 182.), however, they 
saw the necessity which w as pressing 
on them, and they again began to re- 
duce their paper. But in February 
15, and March 15, they reduced their 
issues 1,';()0,0()()/. Between the 15th 
of March and the 15th of May, they 
made a further reduction of 700,000/.; 
and by November the whole reduction 
amounted to 3,500,000/. He CJime 
now to the country bank oirculatiun. 
In the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, 
the country bank circulation w^as some- 
what more than 4,000,000/. No con- 
siderable increase had taken place un- 
til 1824. In that year the circulation 
of the country banks was suddenly in- 
crea8ed,from 4,000,000/. to 6,000,000/. 
In 1 82.5, it exceeded 8,000,000/. ; so 
that between 1824 and 1826, this 
species of circulation bad been dou- 
bled. This fact showed how the coun- 
try bank circulation ^wenfe ou increa- 
sing, after the Bank of England had 
thought necessary to contract their 
issues. Their lordships would recol- 
lect tliat the commercial 'embarrass- 
ments began, first of all, in the west 


of England, where a great bank fail- 
ed. The second failure was* that of a 
bank in the metropolis, which was 
connected with more than forty coun- 
try banks. The third great failure 
was a bank in Yorkshire. Their lord- 
ships would find, upon inquiry, that 
with one or two exceptions, the banks 
which failed in London, were such as 
were chiefly connected with country 
banks. The first object now was to 
apply a remedy to this crying evil. 
He was convinced that the cure would 
be accomplished with much more ease 
and much less clamour, now, when the 
difficulty was felt, tlian after it was 
over. The remedy he had to j»roposc 
divided itself into two branches : the 
first was the gradual reduction of the 
paper circulation of the country ; the 
second was the opening, as far as pos- 
sible, of the banking system through- 
out tlie country, on general principles. 
The first measure was not now before 
their lordships, but was in progress 
in the other bouse of parliament. Ob- 
jections, however, bad been stated to 
both measures. The first objection 
was one which could not be denied. He 
could not deny that the withdrawing 
the 1/. and 2L notes in order to sub- 
stitute a metallic currency, would , 
check the supply of circulation which 
trade might require, and in tliis way 
increase the distress ; but Iheir lord- 
ships must sec tlie necessity of adopt- 
ing this measure after the statements 
he liad made. They must have ob- 
served that the country might be left 
in a state of perfect delusion ; that the 
country banks might go on increasing 
their paper circulation, when the Bank 
of England, aware of the state of ex- 
changes, were taking measures to re- 
duce their issues. If the circulation 
of the 1/. and 2/. notes was replaced 
by a metallic currency, this could not 
be the case* If the country was to 
be exposed to a crisis of^tbis nature, if 
was accessary to provide against tlnr 
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evil Gon»e<|«cnces of this tlosciiption 
of circulation to the poo/niau. Let 
anybody reflect upon the /consequen- 
ces produced under these circumstan- 
ces by tlie faihi^e of a great bank in a 
country t(wii ; and be it remeniber- 
td, tliat no less than seventy or eighty 
uF these banks had suspended payment 
durihg the late panic. The observa- 
tion brought him to the next ques- 
tion — namely, the difliculties in tlie 
Way of arriving at the substitution of 
a metallic for a paper currency. An 
objection had been innde to the mea- 
sure from the difliculties which would 
attend the substitution of a metallic 
currency. Now he (Lord Liverpobl) 
would beg leave, in the first place, to 
call the attention of those who made 
that objection, to the actual situation 
of the country. In this great metro- 
polis and its neighbourhood, a metal- 
lic currency alone was in circulation. 
The same observation applied to Lan- 
cashire, one of the most j.opulous dis- 
tricts in England. Where, then, was 
the difficulty of extending that to the 
whole country which already existed 
in Manchester and its dependencies, 
and in London jiiid its dependencies.^ 
Taking the data from the number of 
stamps issued by the Stauip-oflice for 
'that purpose, he was sure he did not 
under-rate the country bank notes, he 
AC as certain he over-rated them, at 

6,000,000/. or 7.000,000/. at the ut- 
most. Now, they knew that during 
the period from 1819 to 1826, the 
Mint issued in sovereigns ami half 
sovereigns, 25,000,000/. sterling, of 
which, in one year — namely, the year 
1821 — tliey issued 9,500,000/. From 
that sufn of 25,000,000/. their lord- 
dups would have to deduct the amount 
of the gold that had been exported from 
the kingdom, whicli was 7,000,000/. 
B,ut in addition to that Avhich passed 
through the Uustoin-house, he was 
aware that considerable quantifiers left 
the country t^u<*ugh fdJier chaii- 


neliS. Taking, therefore, the sum (»f 
7,()(K),0()0/., which had been exported 
in the regular way, and adding to it 
th^ sum of 8,000,000/. more as the 
amount of the rest,— ^nd this lie knew’^ 
was a most extravagant calculation, — 
their lordshipii woul<i have to deduct 

10.000. 000/., as the amount of coin 
exported, from the 2.5,000,000/. issued 
by tlie Mint, and tbepe would be 

15.000. 000/. as the amount which re- 
mained in the country* Then they 
all knew that since the month of No- 
vember, in the last year, upw'urds of a 
million had been reimported. Besides, 
their lordsln'ps might remember tin* 
alarm which had been created some 
time ago, by the circumstance of a 
banker in Bristol refusing to j)ay his 
notes in gohl ; the consequence ol 
whicli was, that it threw a consioer- 
ahlc quantity of gold into the coun- 
try. Now, therefore, looking at the 
amount of the paper in circulation,^ 
looking at the amount of the coin is- 
sued by the Mint since 1819 — he did 
not entertain the remotest doubt that 
there was quite a sufficient ijuantity 
of coin in the country to justify go- 
vernment in substituting a gold for a 
pa|)er circulation. I'hey did not mean, 
however, that the paper currency w as 
to be w ithijrawn at once ; it was to be 
done gradually, in tlie course of the 
ensuing three years. However, hxik- 
ing at the example of Lancashire and 
London, all difficulties on i)»e subject 
completely vanished. Why did gold 
circulate there ? — Because they had 
no paper currency. Why was there, 
no gold in other places? — Because 
tliey had a paper currency. No fact 
had been more clearly established by 
all experience on tlie subject than this 
--that gold , and paper never would 
circulate together. These were tlie 
grounds on wffiich he submitted his 
first measure to the consideratiim of 
the House.* The present system of 
hanking laws in this country he con- 
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sidered to be one of the most absurd 
that ever was invented ; it was in the 
teeth of all sound policy or common 
sense. It had grown up gradually, 
and was not the result of any original 
plan. He could easily conceive one 
or two systems founded upon reason 
and good policy, which might be 
adopted by banks: as, for instance. 
Jet them havy a syste%of liberty, per- 
mitting aay number of partners; or 
let them have a system of restriction, 
founded on conditions of indemnity or 
security, so that the public liad a 
chance of being secure. In America, 
one of those systems was acted upon : 
for instance, in the state of Mas- 
sachusetts, they had twelve chartered 
banks, and no others were allowed ; 
and the moment any one of them be- 
came unable to pay tbeir notes in 
specie, it was dischartered. The other 
system to which he liad alluded M’as 
(»ne of entire liberty ; and they b(ith 
answered the same purpose in the end; 
liccause in a certain time res]>eetable 
banks would be established, composed 
of a number of wealthy individuals, or 
formed on the principle of joint-stock 
annpaiiies, and these would expel the 
weaker or less solvent banks ; so that 
in the end it wemid come to the same 
thing. In London the only notes in 
trlrculatioii were those of the Bank of 
England. The reasem wli}^ the pri- 
vate bankers of London did not issue 
notes was, liecause the public! would 
not take tlieiu, whilst tliey could get 
those of the Bank of England, in 
which they had more confidence. So 
if there were chartered banks in other 
parts of the kingdom, there could be 
no doubt but that they would imme- 
diately absorb the whole circulation of 
the country. Therefore, by eitlier of 
those systems, the object of security 
would be attained. The beiie'ficial 
conse<juences resulting from* one of 
these systems was manifested by its 


effects in Scotland. He ihiglit be told 
that it wai^ in vain for him to look to 
the example of that country, because 
they had no power of granting char- 
ters. He admitted they had not, un- 
less the Bank of England wore to give 
up its charter ; and therefore it was 
that he had before said that his mea- 
sure was but half a one. The Bank 
had, however, consented to allow the 
restriction as to the number of part- 
ners in country banks to be removed, 
and so far one object was relieved of 
the difficulty. In return for this, the 
Bank would have the privilege of esta- 
blishing branch banks throughout the 
coAiitry. He believed they had a 
right to do so at present. With respect 
to the banks of Scotland atid Ireland, he 
was quite clear that it would be expe- 
dient to put them also upon the same 
footing, though not immediately. This 
was the general nature of the measures 
which he had to propose, and he should 
conclude by moving the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

The Earl of Limerick stated witli 
reference to the circulation of Ireland, 
that in the south of that <!ountry they 
had no currency whatever but bank 
notes. Gold was not to be had there. 
He begged the noble carl to consider 
the great increase of gold whicl) would * 
be necessary for the currency of Ire- 
land. 

The Earl of J.aiiderdalc. — He was 
not called upon to say whether or not 
there ought to be a circulation of notes 
under 5/. He thought that this was 
not the time for bringing it fijrward ; 
at present, it could neither be dis- 
cussed within doors with temper, nor 
with safety without. Before tncy pre- 
scribed the remedy, they ought first 
to ascertain the nature of the disease. 
He fLord Lauderdale) had heard no- 
thing to prove that an excess of paper 
had existed. What, he would be most 
happy to know, was an excess of pa- 
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|}er t How was tlie existence of it to be 
ttscertained > A quantity ©f circula- 
ting luediuin, which nuglit be quite 
enough for the circumstances of the 
country in one- state of its traffic, 
would be a great excess in another, ei 
rice verm. They had seen the value 
of the three per cents rise from 75 to 97 
per cent. Land, which before had been 
thought to be well sold at 2.5, fetched 
33 years’ purchase. The same thing had 
occurred with all other securities. Was 
it possible that the same transactions 
could be carried on in land and stock 
at high prices with the same circu- 
lating medium as at low prices ? The 
argument was equally applicable <to 
the rise in the prices of commodities. 
It was nothing, therefore, to show that 
the quantity of the circulation had in- 
creased ; it must be shown also that it 
exceeded its due proportion in com- 
parison with the amount of commodi- 
ties at the different periods stated. In 
the present instance, how was the ex- 
cess of the present circulation proved ? 
It was said that there was a great rise 
in the prices of commodities. But rise 
of prices might proceed from an alter- 
ation in the proportion of the quan- 
tity of various commodities as com- 
pared with each other. They must go 
step farther ; they must prove, — if 
it were meant to be shown that the 
rise of prices manifested an excess of 
paper — that the value of paper was 
diminished in proportion to toe value 
of commodities. Now gold was a com- 
modity, and while paper did not de- 
cline in comparison with the price of 
bullion, it would be difficult to prove 
that paper in excess. While a 20^. 
note wa» convertible into a sovereign, 
weighing 1 23 grains of gold and a frac- 
tion, it must be held to be an equiva- 
lent to 123 grains and a little better 
of gold ; and therefore not depreciated, 
and tlierefore not in excess, unless it 
were to be attempted to be proved, 
that things equal to one and the same. 


were unequal to one another. How 
stood the question with respect to the 
eras of scheming which had marked 
our later history ? Was it the over- 
abundance of 1 /. and 2/. notes ; was it 
an excess of country bank paper which 
set going the bubble of the South Sea 
project ? So iFar from it, there were 
no small notes in existence in this 
country — there jyas no country bank 
paper at’ all. a he samfe^ might be 
said of other periods. It was not the 
excess of paper which excited the 
schemes of 179^, which were happily 
put an end to by the war- He could 
not concur with the noble earl in as- 
cribing the spirit of scheming to an 
excess of jiaper. There was a whim- 
sical contrastobscrvablein tlie ©pinions 
expressed on this subject between 
two eminent writers of the day, Mr 
Mushett and Mr Tooke. The latter 
gentleman attributed to high prices the 
propagation of all the late joint-stock 
companies, and wild projects of sjiccu- 
Jatioii. Mr Mushett assigned low 
prices as the cause of the same evils. 
Was it, then, that he was puzzled by 
these phenomena, and that he had no 
way of solving the difficulty in his 
own mind ? No such thing. To dis- 
cover the real cause of these pheno- 
mena, he was naturally led to ex- 
amine the circumstances of a few years 
back. The real cause of the late phe- 
nomena was to be found in the working 
of that sinking fund, which had within 
a few years past been established on 
an effective footing of 5,000,000/. an- 
nually. Let their lordships observe 
how this operated, and, if it was pos- 
sible, deny that instead of 1,000,000/., 
the former amount of the effective 
sinking fund, which was scarcely felt 
in the money transactions of the coun- 
try^, the public had now to contend 
with an excess of capital equal to 
5,000,000/. • thrown in, annually, to 
seek employijient among the other in- 
lerests. This it was that had sunk the 
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interest of the five per cents nearly 
as low as the interest before paid on 
the per cents* And its efiect was 
still going on to a further reduction. 
They must see how the case stood 
with men who had disposable capital. 
Mortgages undertaken ^t 5 per cent 
were, in hundreds of instances^ re- 
deemed with money got at lower in- 
terest. In i^rnier periods, the same 
consequences bad followed the dimi- 
nution of interest, though no excess 
of IL and 2/. notes .could be alleged. 
When Mr Hutchinson proposed the 
first sinking fund, which in J7l6 was 
adopted by Sir Robert Walpole, the 
foundation of that scheme was laid in 
a plan for lowering the interest of the 
public securities. There was the same 
circumstance’ of lowering the interest 
of fixed securities, just Ijefore the 
bursting out of the South Sea scheme; 
and the same cause had then, as late- 
ly, led to the same disposition for ad- 
ventures and projects, which deluded 
the Ciipitalists with the hope of obtain- 
ing more interest, and replacing their 
income upon the former footing. Was 
there any man in the kingdom, who 
had talked or written upon the sub- 
ject, who did not assign as the cause 
of the present calamity the wild and 
disastrous speculations and the pro- 
jects of the joint-stock companies ? If 
he was right, then the high prices 
had been occasioned by 5,000,000/. of 
capital coming into the market annu- 
ally, as a candidate for new employ- 
ment ; and as its tendency was to set 
speculation afloat, so its operation 
within the last year had been to call 
out 1 7>000,000/. of capital, which were 
exhausted in foreign loans, in mining, 
in speculations of silk, linen, cotton, 
and other articles. The exhaustion of 
this capital, had again led to a reduc- 
tion of prices equal to one-fifth. The 
inevitable consequence was a diminu- 
tion of credit, and thence Came a fall 
<^‘f prices in the fixed securities* The 


3 per cents were before at 97, and 
land at S3 years' purchase ; circum- 
stances changed, and the 3 per cents 
were at 80, land at no more than 30 
years' purchase. It was impossible 
that all this could be done so sud- 
denly without producing many stop- 
pages.— Now for the remedies pro- 
posed by Jhe government. He wished to 
know, if the administration had left 
the country alone, what might at this 
time have been the amount of the 
loss ? He would venture to say, not 
2,000,000/. altogether. Thinp would 
rapidly have come round, and the in- 
dustry of the country would by this 
time have been again actively enga- 
ged. For his (Lord Lauderdale's) 
part, he could not see those symptoms 
of a chief agency in the country banks 
•to the production of the present evils. 
He saw, at the time, men of all par- 
ties in that, as well as in the other, 
house, joining in the schemes, and 
strengthening the opinion entertained 
of those schemes by the public, with 
the authority of their names. Why 
was there nothing done towards re- 
dressing this grievance as well as the 
over-issues of country banks ? Had 
the government put the Bubble Act 
into execution ? The noble lord might 
say that the Bubble Act aflforded no 
security* If so, why had he not pro- 
posed some measure which would have 
been eflfective? The noble earl had 
taken the amount of coin actually in 
circulation at 16,000,000/. How the 
noble earl got at that knowledge, was 
beyond his ability to conceive. He 
would not, however, dispute the ac- 
count of the noble earl. The noble 
earl should remember that, in respect 
to the country banks, it did not re- 
quire a capital of more than 1,000,000/. 
to keep up a circulation of 6,000,000/. 
of notes. While this 6,000,000/. might 
have, and was supposed to have, its 
security on only LOOQjOOO/. of pro- 
perty, th^ noble earl was going to make 
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a demand on capital to t^ extent of 
5 , 000 ^ 000 /., which the country bank- 
ers must call up. This must create a 
further demand for coin to the extent 
of 6,00(),000/* ' The noble earl talked 
of joint-wtock companies with an in- 
creased number of partners, as one re- 
medy. If the noble lord could find 
men ready to embark in those schemes, 
in greater numbers tlian hitherto al- 
lowed by law, he would own liimself 
to have greatly mistaken the subject. 
The increase in the number of part- 
ners, would add no security to the 
country Imnks. The richest partner- 
ship ever known in any joint-stock 
bank of Scotland, was that of l3'on- 
glas. Herring, and Co., and they failed 
in 1772* Amongst other things which 
the noble carl bad not touched upon, 
was the effect of the Mint regulations. 
The seignorage on silver was too Irea- 
vy, and government would not allow 
anybody to issue silver but itself. At 
a time when they appeared so anxious 
to withdraw the 1/. notes, and to let 
in gold, why did they not allow a free 
mint in silver as well as a free mint in 
gold ? I'o exclude the silver standard, 
which was common to all Europe bt?- 
sides, was to the last degree absurd, 
when considered in detail. It was the 
pride of his lordship's administration, 
that treaties of amity and commerce 
had been concluded with the indepen- 
dent states of South America. But 
some of the returns from South America 
would be made in silver ingots, which 
would necessarily be conve 5 Td to the 
continent, where there was a free mar- 
ket, whiletbe seignorage amounted to 
a tax ^f 1 4 per cent. Some remarks he 
must make with regard to the appli- 
cation of this plan to Scotland. He 
confessed he had never heard any pro- 
position with more astonishment than 
the plan of extending to that country 
a remedy for evils which only existed 
in this. Ban|{ notes for i/. and 2/., 
payable on demand, had been in circu- 


lation in Scotland since 16*90' to the 
present time, without any inconve- 
nience to the public, or loss to the 
poor, or suspicion of any excess of is- 
sues. The noble earl would see why 
be did not believe that joint-stock 
companies would take here, when lie 
had explained how they were managed 
in Scotland. Of thirty country banks, 
seven were chartered, <^v joint-stock 
companies; the other twenty-three 
were common partnerships of four or 
five partners. I^^erc these loss se- 
cure than the chartered or joint-stock 
banks ? By no means ; the notes of 
the one were as good as the notes of 
the other. But what was the nature^ 
of that security ? There was no bank 
in Scotland, whether in Edinlmrgh or 
any other ])art of the kingdom, the 
ageiitsof which did not meet the agents 
of the other banks at least twice a- 
wcek, wlien they interchanged the 
notes whicli they held of each other’s 
banks, and the balance was paid in 
gold, or bills on England. How could 
there ever be an over-issue ; and how 
could they derive any profit from it, 
should they attempt an over-issue of 
their own paper, whem tliey must iin- 
nicdiately balance the account in cash 
or bills on England ? In fact, there 
never had been an over-issue of that 
jKipcr. This, lie knew, was contra- 
dicted by some persons, who affected 
to bc‘ very deeply skilled on the sub- 
ject. And here he could not avoid 
noticing an article on this suliject, 
which, it seemed, was to appear in the 
Edinburgh Review, But, as the Hdin* 
burgh Review would not bo published 
sufficiently early to instruct their lord- 
ships in the course which the MTiter 
deemed it advisable for their lordships 
to pursue, the author — ^for such was 
the overweening importance that he 
attached to his opinions — had publisli- 
ed this* article in a S(*j)arate pamplilet, 
and liad sViit a copy to each (»f the 
Micnihers of l>oth Houses of Parlia- 
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luciit* In tliat article, the writer ad- 
vanced a most extraordinary proposi- 
tion. The writer said, I was much 
amused with the paragraph which ap- 
peared in the newspapers relative to 
the firmness and stability of the Scotch 
banlts during the late oonvulsion. I 
will not say that, at theperiod towliich 
I refer, those establishments were on 
the brink of (Jestructiwi, Init yiidoubt- 
edly they were in a situation of very 
great danger. If the National Bank 
and the British Linen Company had 
not stepped forward and protfered their 
assistance, many of those Links, and 
the Fife Link amongst the number, 
must have stopped payment. But for 
this timely aid, that bank could liard- 
ly liave resisted the run that Wiis made 
upon it, and’tlie stoppage must have 
been productive of the nnist disastrous 
(‘onseq lienees.” Now the fixet was, that 
the Fife bank had actually stopped pay- 
ment, instead of that event having been 
prevented by the operations of the two 
establishments mentioned. The 1/. 
and 2/. notes of the Fife bank were 
dispersed amongst the poor, and it was 
expected that the industrious classes 
would have been great sufferers. But 
at that critical momenti the National 
Bank and the British Linen Company 
interfered, and averted the evil. They 
well knew what were the availing ef- 
fects of the house wliose credit had been 
shaken— -they were cognizant of the 
fact, that their eoiicerns had lieen mis- 
managed for three years by persons 
who were not acquainted with the ju*o- 
per mode of conducting business ; and 
under these circumstances, they step- 
ped forward with their assistance. 
Tliose great establishments felt tliat 
there was such security as justified 
them in putting an end to the evil at 
once. But did this circumstance af- 
ford any proof that the Scutch coun- 
try banks were in danger ? No such 
thing. It showed, on the' contrary, 
that their foundation was solid, and 


that they commanded general confix 
deuce throughout the country. The 
fact was, that the people of Scotland 
were perfectly satisfied with the cur- 
rency. Why, then, should the noble 
earl apply to that country a remedy 
which he found it necessary to resort 
to for the purpose of eradicating a. dis- 
ease that happened to be prevalent in 
this ? 

The Marquis of Lansdowne said, 
that he would, in the first place, call 
the attention of tlieir lordships to the 
measure which had been adopted with 
respect to the Bank. Tliat measure 
ha(^ been only determined on in the 
course of the hist few days. Admit- 
ting that the distress of the commercial 
world justified the government in in- 
terfering, still he must disapprove of 
the present measure. What, then, 
was the evil which was to be remedied ? 
It was not the absence of money, but 
the want of confidence in a certain 
chjijs of individuals who required to 
be relieved. To correct tliis state of 
things, the Bank had been sent into 
the market to purchase 2,000,000/. of 
Exchequer bills. Sucli a purchase 
must have a considerable ciFect on 
the market, namely, that of adding 
2,000,000/. to the currency already in 
circulation ; hut it did not follow that 
the 2,000,000/. would find their way 
to those parties who were the objects 
of relief. This measure would, there- 
fore, fail, in a great de^ee, in admi- 
nistering immediate relief. The most 
efficient course would have been to 
follow the example which had been set 
in 1793. He should now dismiss this 
part of the (jucstion, in order to enter 
on the consideration of that view of 
the subject which related to the cause 
of the evil, and which treated of a per- 
manent remedy for it. It had been re- 
peatedly asked, Why should you in- 
terfere with the principle of free trade , 
in a paper circulation, more than 
any othci; business Now, advocate 
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as he was for the ^neral principles of 
free trade, he could see no connexion 
whatcrer between those principles and 
the principles which governed the cir- 
culation. If the legislature were al- 
lowed to alter weights and measures, 
he conceived it to be quite clear, that 
it Wjas equally within their power to 
interpose for the sake of giving to in- 
dividuals either coin, or that which, 
under peculiar circumstances, they 
were compelled to receive as coin, to 
the extent and to the full real value 
of that wliich their labour or their 
merchandise ought to command. Ad- 
mitting the necessity of this intej^fe- 
rence, he was of opinion, in common 
with every enlightened person in the 
country, that the evil was inherent in 
the system as it now stood. Some in- 
dividuals, however, thought that the 
present was not a proper moment for 
the discussing and setting at rest this 
important question. He thought a 
full case had been made out for Par- 
liament to act, and to act at once ; and^ 
when he looked to Jhe state of disor- 
der which prevailed, arising partly 
from speculation and partly from the 
currency, be thought the Legislature 
could not proceed with too much ce- 
lerity. The evil which existed in the 
present day was not only felt amongst 
those whose trade was speculation, 
but it had found its way even to the 
lowest classes of life. Ought not the 
legislature, then, to consider what 
the existing law was, and to see how 
far the currency was affected by that 
law ? There was a difference between 
the view tkken by himself and that of 
the noble earl (Liverpool) as to the 
cause of the existing evil. The noble 
earl attributed the evil almost entirely 
to over speculation ; but he (Lord 
Lansdowne) contended that the real 
source of the evil was to be traced to 
the state of the currency. The state 
* the currency produced speculation, 
hich was, in fact, the secondary evil. 


It was manifest by a reference to 
events which had occurred in the last 
two years, that between the currency 
and speculation there was a mutual 
action and re-action* His noble friend 
(Lord Lauderdale) had, however, 
found out another reason for this ex- 
tensive speculation. He had stated 
that one of the great causes was the 
application of 5,'000,000( annually as 
a sinking fund. He argued, that 
if this 5,000,000/. were not taken 
from the people, it M'^ould lie spent as 
income ; but that, when applied as a 
sinking fund, it really became a spe- 
culating capital. He, however, could 
not see that the 5,000,000/. tlius 
taken auually out of the pockets of the 
jieople tended more to increase the 
speculating capital, than if that sum 
were suffered to remain in their pockets. 
There was, however, this difference 
the sinking fund consisted of 
5,000,000/. of real capital, but the 
evil against which they had now to 
contend was, that of a nominal capital 
and a nominal surplus, which were 
forced out for the moment for the 
purposes of speculation. Nom% on 
looking back a little, \vhat circum- 
stances did he find with respect to the 
speculative proceedings which after- 
wards took place? Previous to tlie pe- 
riod of those speculations, he found an 
isstie from the Bank increasing in the 
rati© of 8 per cent from 1824, and 
producing some unfavourable effect. 
He also found in 1825, after the Bank 
issues had increased, that the issue of 
country bank notes on the average of 
three years had been increased about 
33 per cent. Gold, he perceived, in 
consequence, rapidly left the country. 
Then came a sudden demand for that 
metal ; and then came those failures 
and all those unfortunate circumstan- 
ces with which their lordships were 
well acquainted. The increased is- 
sues of the^Bank of England, in 1824, 
led to an extension of the issues of the 
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country baiiksr This created a rise 
of prices in London^ and goods were 
sent in large quantities from the coun« 
try to the metropolis. The same thing 
occurred in the country. An opposi- 
tion rise of prices^ not a beneficial one, 
took place there also. • When, how- 
ever, he stated this, with respect to 
the Bank of England, he was sure no 
one would fsispect him of ithinking 
that the gentlemen in the direction of 
that establishment were at all aware 
of the effect and influence of those is- 
sues. They were not, in fact, in that 
free situation in which the Bank of 
England ought to be placed. The 
noble earl had adverted to 6,000, OOOf. 
of Exchequer-bills held by that body ; 
but in addition to that, tney had pro- 
vided for what was called the defi- 
ciencies” in the 4 per cents : and be- 
yond all this, they had another charge, 
arising from the dead weight.” By 
this extraordinary scheme, no less a 
sum than 8,000,000/. was taken out 
of the hands of the Bank and com- 
pletely placed beyond their control. 
He remained, ana always should re- 
main, the firm supporter of the doc- 
trine which held as beneficial, a paper 
currency convertible into cash ; but 
it was necessary to have a sound cir- 
culation in the country, that tlie con- 
vertibility of paper into cash should 
be immediate — Unit the check to an 
improper issue of paper might be re- 
sorted to without delay. But, unhap- 
[lily, such a state of things had arisen 
as prevented the application of that 
check and remedy until a great num- 
ber of persons had sunk under the 
pressure of the times. Neither govern- 
ment nor parliament could do any- 
thing at the moment to arrest the 
evil. It had, however, in some degree 
effected its own cure, for theexchanges 
hjid at length come rounds At the 
very moment, however, when all this 
mischief was in progres—when the 
worst evils were afloat^— M'hen the t/. 


and 2/. country notes were in active 
circulation — and when the e'xchanges 
were beginning to turn against this 
country, he found his jVlajesty, at the 
close of the session, congratulating 
the two Houses on the flourishing 
condition of the country. He (Lord 
Lansdowne) did not mean to contend 
that there was not much prosperity 
in the country ; but he complained, 
that at the very moment when this 
Speech was made, notwithstanding the 
avowed knowledge of his Majesty's 
ministers that there u^as great mis- 
chief brewing with respect to the state 
of ^be currency, Parliament was suf- 
fered to separate, in July 1825, with- 
out any step being taken to prevent 
the frightful misfortunes which had 
since occurred. The lessons which 
they had received for the last three 
years clearly proved the great impor- 
tance of placing the entire currency 
of the country on a broad metallic 
basis. Whenever Parliament attempt- 
ed to give a fictitious aid to the cur- 
rency, the attempt had uniformly 
failed. There was no royal, there was 
no parliamentary road by which they 
could contract engagements beyond 
what they had the means and power 
of fulfilling. No sooner had that fa- 
mous resolution been passed some years 
ago, ascribing to the bank note a value 
that did not belong to it, than the evil 
of such a monstrous proceeding be- 
came manifest. He certainly approved 
of the measure which the noble Earl 
proposed for removing one portion at 
least of the paper circulation of the 
country, because it would afford that 
security to the poorer classes which 
should be a primary object with the 
legislature. ^ The withdrawal of those 
notes would also materially alter the 
relation lietween the proportion of me- 
tallic and paper circulation ; and un- 
less it did that, he was sure that no 
benefit would result from the measure; 
and if the suppression of the l/. and 
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2L notes were not adequate to the :ic- 
complisliment of that object, then he 
would rewmmend that“ parliament 
should proceed still further. With 
respect to the other measure — the 
formation of a different description of 
country banks — he certainly was one 
of those who thought that in its pre- 
sent form that measure would not be 
very extensively acted uj)on. But he 
3 ^et sincerely hoj-Kjd to find the scheme 
placed upon a more practi(;able foot- 
ing ; and that the Bank would not re- 
sist such an alteration in its charter as 
would substitute a sound and secure 
system of banking for an unsound and 
dangerous one. With reference to 
Scotland and Iixjland, where none of 
the same evils under which our own 
country was suffering at present ex- 
isted, a greater space of time j)erha}>s 
might be allowed for effecting the pro- 
posed change, than that which he un- 
derstood the nol>le eai 1 (Liverpool) to 
suggest ; but ultimately, no doubt, he 
agreed with the noble earl in the ])ro- 
priety of bringing both tliose countries 
under the operation of the same sys- 
tem. 

Lord Bexley differed in opinion 
from those who thouglit the concession 
of the Bank not likely to be acted 
upon. He looked to Ireland as an 
example of what might be anticipated 
in this country. Since the charter of 
the Bank of Ireland had expired, se- 
veral banking companies had been in- 
stituted, and already the circulation 
and credit of Ireland had greatly im- 
proved. He was desirous of giving 
some explanation respecting the mea- 
sures <tf temporary relief by which 
the Bank of England, by the purchase 
of Exchequer bills, bad thrown a large 
and seasonable supply of money into 
circulation. The relief by the jnir- 
chase of Exchequer bills was more 
speedy and immediate than by the is- 
sue of Exchequer bills. In the latter 


case, it was noce^<sarjr to go througfi 
the form of an inquiry by a commit- 
tee, afterwards to pass acts of parlia- 
ment, and in the application of the 
relief, to inquii'e into the character of 
each individual. The noWe marquis 
(Lansdowne)’had done justice to the 
Bank of England. He (Lonl Bexle}',) 
in the course of many years* experi- 
ence, bad found abundanv.e of sagacity 
and good sens(?, as well as integrity 
ami good faith, in the management of 
the con(‘erns of tlie Bank. The noble 
marquis, however, while he did jus- 
tice to the Bank, had done great in- 
justice to govx*rnmeiit. 

I^ordEllenborough. — The measures; 
at present proposea, iis he understood 
them, were three : one intended to 
afford immediate relief, and the other 
two to prevent a recurrence of the evil 
under which the country laboured. 
Now the mensure of relief, he thought, 
was insufficient. It would not relieve 
those classes who wore most deserving 
of assistance. With reference to the 
second measure, the establishment of 
a new description of country banks, 
the noble Earl (Liverpool) had seem- 
ed to regret that it was not in bis 
])owor to grant cliaitcrs. He (Lord 
Eilenborough) had not quite the same 
feeling; and as for the formation gene- 
rally (f joint-stock banks, tlie events 
of the last few years had not led him 
to look witli an (*ye of great favour 
upon joint-stock establislimeiits. The 
measure for putting an end to the cir- 
culation of small notes at the end of 
three? years, was a measure only of 
justice and humanity to the poorer 
classes; but still it Avas not a mea- 
sure which would reach the causes 
of the existing mischief ; for the no- 
ble carl would find, that of .^,000,000/. 
of country bank paper, issued be- 
tween bistyenr and tlie year before, 
scarcely 1,1)00,000/. had been issunl 
in notes under />/. Therefore the 
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truth was, that the putting an end to 
the circulation of 1/. and 2/. notes was 
ii6t going far enough. 

The Earl of Liverpool briefly re- 
plied. 

The bill was then read a second 
lime, and ordered to be epmmitted on 
Monday. 

In the House of Commons, upon 
the same day, the Chancellor of tlic 
Exchequer rose to move the order of 
the day for the second reading of the 
j)roniissory-notes bill. Before he did 
so, lie wished to state to the House 
that it was his intention in the com- 
mittee to submit a proposition, not 
to the extent suggested by an hon. 
member (Mr H. C/urney,) which he 
thought wentftoo far, but a modifica- 
' tion of it. It was his intention to pro- 
[MKse, that instead of prohibiting the 
Bank of hlngland from issuing small 
^lotes, dated subsequently to the 5th 
of February last, they should l)e al- 
lowed to issue such notes dated pre- 
vious t(» the 10th of Octol)er next. 
Tlie object of this proposition was, 
to give the country bankers fu<*ilities 
for preparing themselvejs for the ef- 
ft'cts of the bill, and the gradual with- 
drawal of their notes. 

Opposition to the general measure 
was renewed by a few members, and the 
modilication of it, now proj>osed by the 
C-haiKtellor of the Ex(;)ie(|uer, was re- 
sisted by others. Among these was Mr 
Tierney, \vho observed that he cordially 
assented to the principle upon which 
the contemplated rneasin’es of ministers 
were founded — namely, the speedy 
return to a metallic circulation. He 
knew it to be a sound princijde — he 
thought the government were serious, 
and knew what they were al)Out re- 
specting it ; indeed, he admired them 
for the apparent stoutness wjtli which 
they had brought forward the' mea- 
sure. But what was the case now ? 
The ministers had no sooner announ- 


ced their [dan, accompanied by this 
firm declaration of its inviolability, 
than they came forward with a new 
proposition, which, mitigate it as they 
would, was a material abandonment 
of the principle with wdiich they had 
set out. 

The House was not divided. Xhe 
hill was read a second time, and or- 
dered to be committed on Monday. 

In the House of Lords, Moiiday, 
Feb. 20, the Earl of Liverpool moved 
the order of the day for the committal 
of the Bank Charter Bill. 

Ijprd King, and also the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, in allusion to the amend- 
ment moved in the other House u[)on 
the l6‘th by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to the Promissory-note bill, 
said, that if the bill before the other 
house should pass, unguarded by any 
restrictions, it would be doing notliing 
less than giving the Bank a power to 
defeat tlie whole measure. 

The Earl of Idverpool expressed his 
willingness, if the bill did not come 
up in a satisfactory shape, to concur 
ill any amendment which their lord- 
ships might consider necessary. 

The Earl of Rosslyii deprecated any 
interference witli the currency of 
Scotland ; and the Earls of Limerick 
and Blessington hoped that any mea- 
sure affecting that of Ireland would 
he gradual. 

The Earl of Rosebery wished to be 
informed by the noble earl, (Liver- 
})ool,) whether lie proposed bringing 
forward any measures upon this sub- 
ject, with respect to Scotlafid, in the 
course of the present session ? 

The Earl of Liverpool rejdied, that 
it was the intention of government to 
submit propositions to parliament this 
session respecting both Scotland and 
Ireland. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rose to 
state his conviction that there was no 
mail of any class, or of any party, M'ho 
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would for one moment hesitate to ex- 
press his complete satisfaction with 
the state of the currencf as it at pre- 
sent stood in Scotland; nay, who 
Would not state it as bis conviction, 
that that part of the kingdom owed 
the prosperity which it was now enjoy- 
ing, to the mode in whicli the circula- 
tion was there managed. There was no 
manufacturer of any description in that 
country, who would not tell the noble 
lord, that the ruin of the branch of 
manufacture to which he belonged 
would jnevitably follow, if the present 
circulation were meddled with. He, 
therefore, conjured the noble lor^and 
the house to ponder well before they 
adopted a measure calculated to over- 
turn the present prosperous condition 
of so important a portion of the king- 
dom. 

The House then went into a com- 
mittee, when, after a few words from 
.Lord Ellenborough, 

The Lord Chancellor proposed some 
verbal alterations in the bill : 

After which, the House resumed. 
The report was brought up, and or- 
dered to be recommitted on Friday. 

The same day, in the Commons* 
House, Lord Folkestone presented a 
petition from an individual who was, in 
his opinion, one of the ablest men in 
the country, and he believed that most 
lion, members would agree with him 
in this opinion. The petitioner (Mr 
Cobbett) stated, 

** That the last sixteen years had 
witnessed four sudden changes in the 
value of money; that every change 
had been attended with great masses 
of ruin ; that at every change the 
working classes had been sunk deeper 
and deeper in povei*ty and want, till 
at last they presented a spectacle of 
human wretchedness and degradation 
such sis the world never before be- 
held ; that all this ruin and misery 


had been caused by acts passed by the 
hon. House ; and that, previotts to the 
passing of every one of thesO act^, fhe 
petitioner had distinctly and publicly 
predicted the fatal consequences of 
the said acts respectively^ each and 
every of whAch had fulfilled his pre- 
dictions to the very letter. ^ 

That in the bill then before the 
hon. Hpuse, the petitiqjier saw a de- 
sign to cause gola and silver to be the 
circulating money of England ; that 
he knew, as well as he knew that fire 
burned, that if gold and silver should 
be the circulating money of England, 
more than half the then present no- 
minal amount of the taxes could not 
be levied, without prmlucing ruin and 
WTetchedness absolutely insuppoi't- 
able; and that, therefore, while he 
expressed his gratitude to the hon. 
House for their laudable design to re- 
$tore to the people the security given 
By his Majesty's coin, he most hutn* 
biy, but most earnestly prayed the 
hon. House to reduce the taxes to an 
amount not exceeding that which was 
their amount before the small paper 
money supplanted the coin of his Ma- 
jesty.'* 

The petition was ordered to be 
printed. 

The Chancellor of tlic Exchequer 
having iiioved tlie order of the day 
that the House resolve itself into 
committee on the Promissory-note 
bill, stated in reply to a question from 
Lord A. Hamilton, that he should 
not defer drawing the attention of the 
house to the (juestion, as it regard- 
ed Scotland, beyond the present ses- 
sion. 

Mr Grenfell suggested, that a 
clause should be introduced into the 
bill, compelling the Bank to return 
a statement of the amount of their 
small nqtes in circulation up to Satur- 
day evening in every week ; and also 
a return, ‘at the end of every quarter. 
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of the amount of such notes in circu** 
latioD during the preceding quarter^ 
to be inserted in tbe Gazette. 

Mr Calcraft hoped that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had fully re- 
flected on the difficulty of the task he 
had undertaken-<-^that he had not mis-^ 
calculated his resources^ but knew 
where to procure a sufficient metallic 
currency for ^ngland^ Scotland, and 
Ireland. 

Mr Whitmore highly approved of 
the present measure ; but in order to 
render it efficacious, it would hereafter 
be necessary to extend it not only to 
the 1/. and 2/. notes, but to the 5U 
notes as well. As long as a paper is- 
sue prevailed, these disasters would 
always be of Occasional recurrence. 

Mr Mabcrly expressed great dissa- 
tisfiiction at the power which the Bank 
possessed of raising or depressing at its 
\pleasure, and to such an alarming ex- 
^nt, the property of every man in the 
Kingdom. If the Bank was to have 
the power of issuing notes when it 
pleased, it was necessary that the coun- 
try should have some mode of check- 
ing it, either directly or indirectly. 
He therefore proposed to introduce 
into the bill a clause to this effect — 

That on the l^th of every month an 
account be published in the Gazette of 
the amount of bank notes in circula- 
tion during the previous month." Such 
an account was published by the Bank 
of France, which, unlike the Bank of 
England, gave publicity tp all its pro- 
ceedings, both ofprofitand of loss. Ano- 
ther point he would recommend related 
to the exchanges. Great differences 
took place at various times in the rate 
of exchange, creating an equal differ- 
ence in the issues of the Bank of Eng- 
land. Now, to guard against that 
evil, he would advise a reconsideration 
of the question of exchanges in general, 
so as to arrive at a better conclusion as 
to wbat was the real par of exchange. 
A clause he would propose was, That 
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an account be published monthly of 
the quantity of Exchequer-bills sold 
or otherwise disposed of, together with 
an account of those [laid off and re- 
ceived." Without some such* arrange- 
ment, it would be impossible to guard 
tbe public against fluctuations similar 
in effect and consequence to those un^ 
der which it hati recently suffered. 

Mr Hume contended, that there was 
no proof of any over-issue of l/, or 2L 
notes. He would ask, had there been 
any period, within the last three years, 
in which Bank of England notes had 
not been convertible into gold ? He 
warf sure that there had not ; and if 
so, the paper currency had not been 
depreciated. He would ask tJie right 
hon. gentleman whether he meant to 
say that the over-issue consisted in the 
increased circulation of the 1/. and 2/. 
notes from 2,000,0001 to 4,000,000/. 
and not in the increased circulation of 
5l. notes, which was trebled within the 
same period ? If the over-issue were 
the cause of the evil, why was not the 
issue of 5/. notes to be restricted in the 
same manner as that of the 1/. and 21. 
notes ? Did the right hon. gentleman 
mean to say, that the commerce of this 
country could be carried on with me- 
tallic currency alone ? Surely not. He 
(Mr Hume) had seen in India tlie in- 
convenience occasioned by having no- 
thing but a metallic currency. If half 
a million of money had to be transport- 
ed for the use of government from one 
part of India to another, it could only 
be done through the instrumentality 
of a cart and a party of Sepoys. I'he 
supreme government of that country 
had been obliged to establish a bank 
for the purpose of removing these dif- 
ficulties. The whole of the late evils 
must be attributed to the government 
not putting the country banks upon a 
good principle. It was his opinion 
that no banker should be allowed to 
issue a 1/. or 2/. note until he had de- 
posited a security for it. A deposit 
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^boiild tioo be taken from those who 
issued large notes to full two**thir(ls of 
^eir value ; and if there was ever a 
failure in the payment of them, the 
recovery of them should be effected by 
a summary process* In the United 
States, they had an example of banks 
established on the best principles* 
From an account of tlie manner in 
which the capital of one of these banks 
was employed, it ap|ieared that out of 
35, 000, 000 of dollars, 33,000,000 were 
employed in discounts, a liberality 
w hich formed a striking contrast with 
that of the Bank of England, which, 
out of a capital of 11,000,00()/. dnly 
employed 500,000/. in discounts. 
Out of 35 banks whicli had been esta- 
blished by the legislature in tlic state 
of New York, not t>nc had failed ; and 
that which had occurred two months 
ago in Scotland, had occurred 1 5 years 
ago in America; for during the dis- 
tress w'hich then prevailed in that 
country, all the banks voluntarily came 
forward to support each other. He 
tliought that the principal cause of our 
present situation was the measure 
which government had taken to reduce 
the interest of money, in conjunction 
with the Bank and other public bo- 
dies, with whom it ought to have had 
jio connexion whatever. It was too 
juucli the fashion to praise the Bank 
of England for what was called the 
liberality of their conduct. The con- 
duct of the Bank it was, that fostered 
the spirit of speculation, and raised the 
fever to its greatest height, and at that 
moment they thought fit on a sudden 
to draw back. This occasioned the 
panic which seized the whole commer- 
cial world, and led to the distress 
which the House was now called upon 
to remedy. By the ac^counis it ap- 
j)eared that ten millions had been paid 
by England, in foreign loans, in 1824, 
and more than six millions in 1825. 
The total capital f»f fore(gii loans at 
preseni in th^ Britiyli money maikct 


amountetl to S3,000,()00l 
dent of the mischiefs resulting from 
these extravagant loans, the cawamity 
was heightened by the increase of Im- 
portations of cotton and other articles 
over former yj ars, and over a commen- 
surate demand for them* The tetal 
value of these articles of increased im- 
portation was about six millions. Ail 
these ai-ficics, lie supposed, were lock- 
ed up in wareliouses, there being no 
suitable demand. Tlie following was 
the statement, up to tlie present date, 
of the advances made on foreign loans, 
mining shares, and adventures, iSrc. 
which showed the total money ex^ 
pended, for which a market was want-* 

Advanced for Foreign Loans L.8, 125,700 
Ditto, Foreign Mining Schemes 
and Adventures ..... 3,O0T,0(M) 

Ditto, for excess of import of 
Goods, valued at the present 
low and ruinous prices . . 0,000,000^ 

Ditto, for more paid for the Goods 
imported in 1824 and 1825, 
than can now be obtained, or 
has been obtained for tliem by 
sale, since they were imported , 

10 per cent on the total im|)ort 

of 1825, L.a6, 000, 000 . . :i,(H)0,000 

Total L.20,822,7(H1 

The government, by ado})iing the 
present niwisure, would only prove 
themselves to be disciples of Mr Cob- 
bt‘tt ; they would echo the alarm which 
he was incessantly sounding. As tlie 
law at present stowl, ail the advan- 
tages which could be produced by a 
paper currency, convertible at will 
into gold, might be. obtained# To re- 
lieve the enormous ex))eiise6 of our 
establishments, u^ould go further to- 
wards remedying the evils than any 
of the measures which ministers were 
so really to follow. He should tiiere- 
fore move ‘as an amendment, That 
a select committee lie appointed to con- 
sider of the best means for placing the 
banking establislunents of the United 
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Kiiigdom on a bettor footing ; for se- 
curing the holders of bank notes against 
Jos # ; and for ensuring a metallic cir- 
culation in the country, commensurate 
with tiie wants of commerce, and the 
security of the country jit all times.” 

Mr Ellice seconded the motion. 

Colonel Davies said, that tlie plan 
of Mr Ricardo, which his hon. friend 
(Mr Hume)*lia(l advocated, Iliad l)een 
tried, and the result was now before 
the eyes of the House. Such a cur- 
rency we had at this moment, and it 
entirely failed of its purpose. 

After a few words from Mr Can- 
ning, as to the formality of Mr Hume's 
amendment, the amendment was ne- 
gatived without a division, and the 
House resolvbd itself into a committee 
on the bill. The first and second 
clauses were agreed to, with some 
verbal amendments. 

On the third clause being read, 

I The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
rose to move an amendment to the 
clause, pursuant to his proposition of 
last night, for substituting the words 

10th October, 1826," with regard 
to the small notes of the Bank of Eng- 
land, instead of 5th February last." 
As this proposition had been misun- 
derstood, he would observe that it was 
not intended by the amended clause 
to leave the Bank of England the per- 
petual power of issuing J/. notes, after 
other establishments had ceased to do 
The Bank of England would have 
no power to retain their l/. notes in 
circulation one hour after the other 
banks. Its only object was to enable 
the Bank of England to issue notes 
dated subsequently to the .5tli of Fe- 
bruary last, but prior to the 10th of 
October next, for airrency during the 
three years in which the small notes 
would be allowed to circulate ; whcrc.as 
the notes of country bankers cotild not 
be issued if not stamped prior to tlic 
5th of February last. The effect of 
tills was to enable the Bank of Eng- 


land to supply, for a limited-time, and 
to a limited extent, any sudden va- 
cuum which might occur in the circu- 
lation of the country banka. No one 
could doubt, if this measure was suf- 
fered to annihilate the small notes at 
one blow, it would he a great aggra- 
vation of the difficulty of carrying the 
pr, i ‘<)sed change into eifect. Fur the 
}n:i pose of guarding the government 
and the Bank against any suspicion of 
being actuated by secret motives, in 
giving this further currency to 
notes, he should propose a clause by 
which the Bank should be recpiircd to 
laylbefore the Privy Council, and pub- 
lish in the Gnzette, an aixjount of all 
the small notes they should issue un- 
der this bill ; which account should 
be laid before Parliament, if sitting. 

Mr Abercrombie confessed tliat he 
had never heard a speech less con- 
vincing than that of the right hon. 
gentleman; a speech which showed, 
that however correct in point of the- 
ory were the principles avowed by 
ministers, they shrunk from carrying 
them into practice. The right hon. 
gentleman had failed to show that 
there was anything now to be ad- 
duced, which he might not as well 
have stated last Monday. Under these 
circumstances, the amendment could 
only be considered as a defeat of the 
measure. The original proposition of 
the Chancellor of the Excheiiuer had 
settled the question, or seemed to do 
so. Ministers had been sustained in 
that proposition by an overpowering 
majority— *a majority of more than 
200 ; and they now came dowQ— was 
this consistent or reasonable? — with 
an amendment which entirely altered 
the nature of their original measure, 
and for whicli their only reason was 
in the teeth of every fact and every 
principle upon which they had relied 
a week ago ! 

Mr J. Smith differed entirely in his 
view of the present pro^>o|ition frem 
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llte learncxl member wlu) bad last spo- 
ken. Ho was convinced th?it, if it was 
not supported by tlie House, the ori- 
j»'i«al measure never could be carried 
into execution. 

Mr Pearse said that little danger 
tt'as to be apprehended from the present 
measure, as all notes which the Bank 
might issue, tliey would be liable at 
once to pay in cash ; ami were not at 
all unlikely to he called upon to do so. 

Mr Canning ohserv(‘d, that in the 
debate', oil Friday, be (Mr Canning) 
hatl endeavoured to show the country 
hankers that their interest, as well as 
the public convenience, lay in tfteir 
spreading the witlulmwal of their notes 
over a larger space of time ; and this 
view was supported by almost every 
member who look part in tlie discus- 
wion. But the bankers had not taken 
this advice. Reports were coming in 
from all quarters, since tJjat debate, 
that the country bankers were suddenly 
and materially contracting their issues. 
Now it was the duty of government 
to consider what would be the effect 
of this sudden and complete witlidrawal 
id' all tlie J/. and 2L notes in circula- 
tion. It was clear that th(*re was no 
. remedy for this, unless gold could at 
once he found (whicli nobody pretend- 
ed could be done) in sufficient quan- 
tity to fill up the vacuum — no remedy 
but that wbicli was proposed by tlio 
jnesent mojisuro, namely, to allow the 
Bank of England to go on issuing I/, 
and 2L notes. At the present mo- 
ment, a crisis had not occun*ed ; but 
there were symptoms which showed 
that a <,00 sudden contraction might 
produce great mischief, within the pe- 
riod at winch sanguine men believed a 
gold circulation might find its way into 
the country, 

Mr Tierney,— -If he could he satis- 
fied that the effect of this amendment 
would be that which the right hon. 
gentleman (Mr Canning) had stated, 
he would cfrtMnly aaiee to it. But. 


because he was of opinion that no socl 
effect would follow — ^liecauso lie was 
convinced tliat, in 1829, the legislature 
and the country, would be placed in 
just the same difticulty as tliey had 
now to contepd with, he felt himself 
obliged to oppose the proposition. If 
there were no altemliou in the princi- 
ple of the bill, Im)W hapwened it ihat> 
the bon. * member (Mr H. Gurney), 
who formerly resisted the bill as highly 
dangerous in principle, now discovered 
that bis objections were removed by 
giving the Bank of England an unre- 
stricted power to issue 1 /. notes ? He 
appealed to every gentleman at all con- 
nected with the pecuniary affairs of 
the country, whetlier the proposed al- 
teration did not materially change the 
aspect of the measure, as far as regard- 
ed pajier currency ? Paper currency 
was beginning to be at a premia in— 
things were looking up in the paper 
world, in consequence of this ameiul- 
ment. The n*gbt hon, gentleman bad 
stated, tiiat there was a determination, 
on the part of country baidiers, to 
throw impediments in tlie way of a re- 
tuni to gold circulation. The country 
bankers, like good soldiers, appeared 
to obey the word of tlieir command(»ra 
very promptly. Wlien they found bow 
matters were going on, they criiid onl 
to tb(‘ir leaders — “ If we are to mutiny, 
we arc quite ready and they bad 
acted, it seemed, effectually ; for no 
man could deny that the whole of ibis 
new proceeding was an admission, that 
tlie steps taken by the country l)aiikers 
to stop the country circulation formed 
the ground, and the sole? ground, for 
this measure. He coraplaineil, tliew*- 
fore, that tlie government had not bold- 
ly feced that body. lie knew it was 
difficult to speak of the Bank of Eng* 
land without appearing to attack them. 
For many of tlic directors lie enti*r- 
tained a high respect ; but, a.s a bmly, 
he entirely distinsted tlKun ; for )«• 
was convinced that the incautious man- 
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ner in whit li thoy li;uJ proceeded witli 
their discounts had added greatly to the 
late spirit of speculation. Oh, but then 
it was said, Sec how handsomely they 
came fbrwai'd afterwai’ds to check the 
miscliief.” So tliey did — ^they issued 
about 8,000,000/. of paper in the couree 
of a few days. Very true— but had 
the directors no interest in this issue ? 
‘What were the directors ? ^ All mer-^ 
chants ; ard if others were in danger, 
they were not less in danger them- 
selves. Hence the secret of their ex- 
traordinary liberality. Nothing could 
be more preposterous than for the di- 
rectors to claim credit upon this score. 
It was like a man claiming a reward 
from the Humane Society for saving a 
Iloy from drowning, and being met by 
the declaration — but it was you that 
pushed mo into the water.” He would 
contemd, that in three years the legisla- 
tunj and the ministers would be placed 
in the same situation as at the present 
mom<Mit ; only that they would not 
have tlui opportunity of acting und(»r 
circumstances so favourable as those of 
the present day. It was impossible to 
imagine Iiow the country could stand 
in a better posture for extending the 
metallic currency than at this moment ; 
it was now impossible to keep gold 
out of the country, instead of its being 
a matter of dexterity how to bring it 
in ; foreign exchanges were all in our 
favour, and foreign powers were on the 
most amicable footing. Why, then, 
should the change be postponed fur so 
long a period? If he could satisfy 
fiimself that this amendment would be 
the be all and the end all” of tlu*, 
paper system, and that at the toid of 
three years a wholesome metallic cir- 
culation would he introduced, he would 
give the measure no farther op])osition. 
But b<*ing satisfied that this was not 
likely to h(? the ense ; being deeply and 
conscientiously convinces] that much 
evil would result from tb(5 iiu^asure, he 
felt himself called oa to oppose it. 


Mr I’. Wilson said, that many parts 
of the country were at this»time in a 
state of starvation, for the want of some 
sort of currency. Tlie amendment was 
a most advantageous one, and ho would 
give it his support. 

Mr Peel-^The right hon. gentleman 
(Mr Tierney) asserted tlmt there was 
a mutiny among the country bankers. 
When those who owed allegiance to 
government were so unwise as to assail 
it with mutiny, it was fit that govern- 
ment should deal with them as tli<*y 
dcservetl ; hut these persons Imd doiic 
nothing hut what the law allowed ; and 
for ministers to say, W(} will tain' 
no step while they are in a state of in- 
subordination,” would be a gross abaii* 
donment of the princij)leH of goial go . 
vernment. It would be absurd for a 
government to say, when nov(jl difli- 
cullies sprang up, We will persist in 
the course we have alri^ady taken, on 
the right or on the left,” without con- 
sidering which was the monj expoditmt 
course. If the conduct of the country 
banks were producslUfe of great local 
distress, then he conceived it to be a, 
wise measure on the part of govern- 
ment to provide some means to coun- 
teract that local depression. 

Mr Ellice agieed with the right hon\^ * 
gentleman (Mr Peel) that the govern- 
ment was not, in their fondness for a 
particular plan, to pureue it coiitrai y to 
the public interests. But there was no 
case made out. 

Mr Irving said, that he was much 
more reconciled to the bill by the clause 
which was now to he added, than ho 
could have been without it. 

Mr Baring said, that he should sup- 
port the hill with the clause, though lie 
had opposed it without the clause. In 
the principle of tlic measure he coin- 
cided. No gentleman could he more 
fully convinced than ho was, that the 
circulation of 1/. and notes was a 
perfect nuisanct*— that with such a cii 
culatioD there could be no return •* 
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metallic cuiTency, But his doubt on 
the original measure was, that they 
could not come at their purpose by a 
direct course as the crow 

Sir John Newport and Lord Folke- 
stone opposed the amendment. 

Mr Brougham could not vote for the 
clause consistently with the principles 
which he had supported. 

Mr Hume said, with reference to 
the measure under consideration, it 
had been observed that tluire appeared 
to be at present a great disposition to 
withdraw country notes from circula- 
tion ; but if they were withdrawn, how 
was the vacuum to be supplied ? For 
himself he never desired to see any 
more one-pound notes in circulation 
after the prdbibition by which notes 
were forbidden to be stamped should 
take effect ; but they were bound not 
to be unprepared for an emergency; 
and who could tell but there might be 
at no very remote period an occasion 
’ to call for that aid whicli it was the 
duty of government to keep in reserve? 
— He agreed tUKh the leanied gent, 
that the Bank ought not to be allowed 
to establish the branch banks unless 
upon the principle of making payments 
in gold. The country bank notes of 
^ one pound were payable in gold on de- 
mand ; but all such notes of above one 
pound in value, were not payable on 
demand in the countiy, but only pay- 
able on demand in London, (No, 
no, from the Opposition.) At least 
this statement had been made by the 
honourable member for Staffordshire ; 
and if it were the case, to what a state 
might not the country be reduced? 
Suppose* that all ]/. notes were with- 
dravm from circulation, country bankers 
might refuse to pay their 5/. notes. 
Therefore, it became doubly necessary 
for the government to provide against 
this danger, by having a substitutes at 
hand, by which it could he averte*/!.— 
ITio Bank only seconded the wishes of 
the government to have a power within 


its reach of providing apinst pressure 
and calamity, if such should unfortu- 
nately visit us again. 

The committee then divided:— 

For the amendment, 187, — Against 
it, 24. — Majority, 163. 

(The announcement of this majority 
was loudly cheered in the committee.) 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
asked whether th&hon. gentleman (Mr 
Maberly) meant to press «a division 
upon some of the points that he had al- 
luded to in the early part of the evening? 

Mr Maberly replied, that undoubted- 
ly be would press for a monthly retunl 
of the Bank issues so long as they were 
empowered to make them. With re« 
ference to the rate of the exchanges, and 
the accounts of imports and exports 
from the Treasury, a longer time might 
be allowed — say three months, — ^from 
the greater difficulty of making up such 
returns ; but the Bank ought to be 
ready with monthly statements of its 
own issues. 

Mr Brogden then brought up the re- 
port of the bill, which was ordered to 
be printed, and taken into further con- 
sideration on Thursday next. 

In the House of Commons, on 2Sd 
February, Mr T. Wilson presented a 
petition from the merchants, traders, 
and others connected with the commerce 
of London, for relief. After stating 
the pain he felt in opposing those mi- 
nisters, who, liowevor much he might 
disapprove of the course they were now • 
pursuing as to the state of tlie country, 
were no doubt acting hoiioumhly, open- 
ly, and manfully, in the discharge of 
what they considered to be their duty, 
he'sajd, that it would not be denied that 
at this moment the great pressure of 
commercial emharrassmeiits was felt, 
not alone in London, but throughout 
the mercantile world. In this state of 
difficulty, application was made to 
veniment for an issue of Exchequtn' 
hills, UN loans to the commercial world* 
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To tliis application ministers gave a 
ctecided negative* For his own pait^ 
as a practical man, he would say, that 
as such a measure had been found ef- 
fectual in former emergencies, ho 
thought it should be resorted to in the 
present. Ministers, however, resisted 
the application, on the ground that it 
would be inexpedient, as establishing 
a had precedent. '!l^e hon. member 
proceeded at'l^eat length, and*with con- 
siderable eloquence, to advocate the 
claims of the petitioners, and conclu- 
ded by stating his intention, on Tuesday 
next, to move for a select committee 
to inquire into the present distress of 
the commercial world. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer.—. 
When the lion, gentleman, the other 
evening, askbd, whether it was the in- 
tention of government to submit any 
proposition to. Parliament, after the ex- 
ample of two former occasions, he (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) felt it 
his duty at once, distinctly and une- 
quivocally, to state, that, in the opinion 
of government, it would be highly dan- 
gerous, if not fatal to the permanent 
interests of the country, on the present 
occasion, to interfere. He knew that he 
was rendering himself liable to be 
taunted with departing from the ex- 
ample which had been set him on a si- 
milar exigency by a gi*eat man, and 
one of whose general line of policy he 
most cordiall y appro ved. But he much 
lamented that that example had ever 
Jieen set — ^the first step should hav<5 
beeu avoided. It appeared to liim, that 
tlie attending to the application would 
be holding out a bonus to extravagant 
speculators. 

The petition was supported by Mr 
A. Baring, Mr John Smith, Mr Holme 
Sumner, and others, and opposed by 
Mr Canning. 

Mr Pearse said, that he wished to 
explain the grounds on whi^i the Bank 
conceived that they would* not he jus- 
tified in interfering with the present 


distresses. Tlie Bank directors thought 
that a much better course^ might be 
pursued, and had been advised, whicfi 
would lie free from all the objections 
to which the former was exposed, and 
which seemed so calculated to meet 
the evil, that they were persuaded the 
wisest plan would be, that an advance 
should be made by the ministers. * No 
issue from the Bank, to wliatever 
amount, would have the effect that this 
measure would immediately iwcasion ; 
because it would restore that public 
confidence which, although it had orI« 
ginated with the actual distress, had 
made distress infinitely more dangerous 
and universal. The Bank certainly 
possessed the power of lending money 
upon the deposit of goods ; but that ^ 
was a permissive power, and the few 
occasions upon whicli it had been ex- 
ercised, showed that it was not intend- 
ed nor calculated for lieing frequently 
resorted to. He could not imagine any 
objection to the advance of Exchequer 
hills by the govcjrnment ; and this was 
the opinion of all the persons (the Bank 
directors) with whom he had the ho- 
nour to act. He would undertake to 
say, if it yrere merely made known to- 
moiTow, without even the issuing of a* 
single pound, that such a measure, 
would be adopted by government, the 
effect would be to restore confidence/ 

Mr Calcraft gave notice, with regard 
to the promissory-note bill, that he 
should propose that the country banks 
should have the same privilege of stamp- 
ing their small notes until the 10th of 
October, as that granted to the Bank 
of England. 

The Speaker having left the chair^ 
the House went into a committee on, 
the bill, whereupon some verbal alter- 
ations were suggested. 

On the clause being read, which di-^ 
rected that the Bank should make re- 
turns every month to the Treasury, of 
the ajuiount of its small notes in circu- 
lation, since the preceding month, 
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Mr Maberiy said, lie tlionglit it 
importaiit ^ that the country should 
kdontr^ not only the amount of the small 
nole^ Wt also the whole amount of all 
the woes of the Bank since the prece* 
ding month. He would therefore move, 
that to the words of the clause there be 
added — and also an account of the 
amount of all notes in circulation since 
the last day of the preceding month.’* 

Mr Huskisson observed, that the 
House might as well call for the pub- 
lication of all the other proceedings of 
the Bank, as for the account proposed. 
He therefore objected to the amend- 
ment. 

After some further conversation, ' 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
consented to adjourn the discussion, 
whereupon, 

The Chmrman reported progi’ess, and 
asked leave to sit again on Monday. 

In the House of Lords, on Feb. 27, 
the Earl of Liverpool moved the or- 
der of the day for bringing up the re- 
port of the committee on the Bank 
Cliarter Bill. 

Upon its being read, 

The Earl of Liverpool mpved the 
introduction of his clause respecting 
the discretionary power to be vested in 
•we branch banks. 

The Marquis of Lansdownc moved, 
that a proviso be added to the clause, 
compelling the Bank of England to pay 
its notes in coin in any part of the 
country in which it had been issued 
through the medium of Its branch banks. 

The Earl of Liverpool agreed that 
this proviso was one of some difficulty, 
but still Jie thought it was founded on 
good pnnciples. 

^ Tlie clause, together with tlie pro- 
viso, having been adopted, the report 
ww agreed to. 

In the House of Commons, the same 
day, on the order of the day for the 


House resolving itself into a committee 
on the promissory notes tall, 

Mr Hume said, that the right, hpn* 
gentleman (Mr Husldseon) and dm 
supporters of this bil)> were guilty of 
retracting the principle so ably setforth: 
in the report of the bullion-committieef; 
that ^e nest system of currency % 
paper one, convertible at pleasure into 
gold. He must protest against any bank 
notes of aiSy kind being driven from cir- 
culation, because they must be replaced 
by a much more expensive currency, 
which would have to be purchased by> 
substantial capital, and must, conse- 
quently, withdraw so much of it from 
being applied in advancing tlie trade 
and manufactures of the country. It 
had been recommended in his Majesty’s 
Speech that the banking system should 
be placed on a snre basis. Bank notes 
might be suffered to remain in circula- 
tion without any evil consequences, if 
the issuers were required to lodge de- 
posits, and there would be^no great dif- 
hculty in effecting this. Another pro- 
vision, which he wished to have intro- 
duced into the bill was, that all notes 
should be payable on demand at tlia 
place where they were issued. He 
also wished that both the Bank of Eng- 
land and all other banks should be re- 
quired, on the 15th of every month, to 
publish an account of the amount of their 
notes in circulation. — He expected that 
he should be told that his plan was a 
mere theory, which never could be re- 
duced to practice ; but he would re- 
mind the House, that during the last 
year tbei’e had been an increase of 
2,000,000/. in the paper circulation of 
Ireland, and still that country had not 
met with similar disasters in its hanking 
establishments as had befallen this king- 
dom. Scotland had also escaped ; in- 
deed, it was scarcely possible tliat any 
loss could arjse from thechaitered banks 
there. America also afforded an iii^ 
stance of tlife good effects of adopting 
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tlie syatetti of banking be had proposed. 
In the State of New York, there were 
35 l^hartel^ed banks, and no private 
banker!^ whatsoevet. It was invariably 
recited, that all lltb capital should be 
paid uji before iJiey were allowed to is- 
sue a single note ; they v^ere all requi« 
red to fui^h an annual account of their 
ksues/aiid indeed of all their transac- 
tiiiOis^ to the government ; and if there 
appeared the least suspicion as to the 
solvency of any of them, a commission 
was Immediately appointed to examine 
into and report on the matter. Such 
were the good effects of this system, 
that since the year 1816, only one 
fetlnre had taken place amongst these 
chartered banks, and that arose from its 
lieing connected with a private bank 
in another province. In Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire, there were both 
chartered and private banks ; with the 
chartered banks the non-payment on 
demand ipso facto amounted to a forfei- 
ture of their charters ; and it certainly 
was worthy of remark, that whilst al- 
most all the private banks were obliged 
to suspend their payments on account 
of the great depression which took place 
chn’ing the war, every one of the char- 
tered banks continued to pay in specie 
all the time ; and whilst other paper cir- 
culation was depressed from 15 to 25 
per cent, the paper issues of the char- 
tered banks were not depressed a far- 
thing. The hon. member concluded by 
moving that ‘‘ it be an instruction to 
the committee on the bill to provide 
for re(|uiring from banks and banking 
^establishments deposits (to he lodged 
in the Exchequer or other proper office) 
equal in amount to the amount of pro- 
missory notes payable on demand, is- 
sued by them respectively.’'* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that this bill was of a mere tem- 
pomry nature, and it woul^.bc, a very 
inconvenient, not to say a very clumsy, 
modo of proceeding, to introduce into 
it measures of a permanent nature, and 


of such great moment in tliemselves as 
those suggested by tlie bon.* membefi 

After some remarks by other mem- 
bers, the House divided on Mr Hume’s 
motion, when the numbers appeared 

For the motion, 9-«Again6t it, 12(k 
Majority 111. 

Tbe House then went into a com- 
mittee on the bill. 

Mr Brogden read the danse enacting 
that the Bank of England should every 
month make a return of all its ]/. and 
2/. notes in circulation since the pre- 
ceding month, and the amendment 
moved by Mr Maberly on Friday last, 
“ apd also an account of the amount of 
all the notes in circulation since die 
last day of the preceding month.” On 
the motion for the amendment being 
put, 

Mr Maberly repeated the arguments 
wffiich he had advanced on Monday. 

The amendment, after a brief dis- 
cussion, was negatived. 

On a succeeding clause being put, 

Mr Hume observed, that in prece- 
ding acts, a clause had been introdu- 
ced, which provided, that if any bank- 
er should refuse to pay gold for his 
notes on demand within a limited pe- 
riod, either three or seven clays, a dis- 
tress should be levied upon his pro- 
perty. This clause had been omitted 
in the last act. He would therefore 
propose an amendment, restoring tlie 
summary process. 

Tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer 
observed, that the purport of this bill 
was to replace the cun’ency in the 
state it was in prior to the Bank Re- 
striction act, at which period no clause 
like this existed. He tbouglit pro- 
posal liable to serious objection, and 
that it was almost impossible for coun- 
try bankers to carry on business if it 
were adopted. 

After mqch desultory conversation, 
the House divided, when the nurahers 
were — For the clause, 19— ^ Against it, 
163— Majority, 144. ^ ^ 
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r Mr Hum^ proposed a clause that, i» 
future, aU promissory notes of 5/. and 
Upwards should be made payable at 
Ine places where they were issued. 

Mr Huskissoti said, that he intend- 
f}d to more a clause, that it should not 
be lawful to issue any note under 204 
unless payable at the place where it 
was issued — not restraining the banker 
from also making it payable at any 
other place which he might judge con- 
venient. 

. After much conversation, the clause 
proposed by Mr Huskissou was read. 
It set forth, that, after the 6th Feb. 
1829, every promissory note, for any 
sum under 204 issued by any banker, 
should be made payable at the bank, 
or place from which the same was is- 
sued ; and also at suck other place 
or places as might be mentioned in 
such promissory note. The clause was 
agreed to. 

Mr Monck moved a clause, provi- 
iling that the hojdei'sof 14 notes should, 
in the event of a banker’s failure, have 
priority in proving their debts before 
all other creditors; and that they should 
be paid 20s, in tbe pound, before other 
creditors received anything. 

The Chancellor of the Exche<]uer 
could not conceive any principle which 
could bear out the hon. member (Mr 
Monck) in wishing to give a preference 
to one set of creditors over another. 

After a few words from Mr Monck, 
the clause was withdrawn. 

The House then resumed* 

On Tuesday, Feb. 28, Mr T. Wil- 
son said, that before he proceeded with 
the motion of which he had given no- 
tice, he should wish to know from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether 
something had not occurred in the 
course of the day which rendered it 
necessary for him to make a communi- 
cation to the House ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

In answer to the appeal which had 


been made to him by the honourable 
member, he had to state that a com- 
munication had passed between the; 
government and the Bank of England,, 
for the purpose of ascertaining how fai% 
that body was disposed to give relief > 
to the (‘country under tlie circumstancca 
of depression now existing in so inaoy 
branches of its trade, commerce, au4^ 
manufactures, by advancing money on 
the security of goods, ip answer to 
that communication, the Bank had sta- 
ted, that they would acquiesce in tlie 
proposition : and he had now only to 
add, that the Bank liad at present un- 
der its consideration, the best means of 
giving effect to that intention, which it 
had adopted for the convenience of tho 
public. 

Mr Wilson understood'that the com- 
munications between the government 
and the Bank related to an advance of 
3,000,0004 of money by tbe latter ; 
and that there was no disinclination on 
the pait of the Bank to advance that 
sum, it being stipulated that ministers 
should save the Bank harmless, and 
should give it every facility till October 
next, for the issue of its notes. The 
arrangement confen’ed infinite honoui: 
upon the Bank, though he did not think 
that it conferred much upon the go- 
vernment. So convinced was he that 
the advance of 3,000,000/. would ho 
sufficient to restore the confidence of 
the country, that he was not inclined 
to be fastidious as to the mode in which 
it was made, though he still adhered to. 
his former opinion, that the proposed 
mode of advancing it through the Bank 
was not the most expedient. He felt 
that the Bank liad nobly discharged its 
duty to the country ; and as he did not 
wish to press hardly upon the govern^ 
ment, he should now ask leave to with- 
draw the motion of which he had giveit 
notice.^ . 

The Ciiancellor of the Exdiequer ■ 
said, tliat ‘the intention of the Bank 
was to carry its advances to a sum not 
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exceeding 3,000,000/.— not, of course, 
binding itself to go to that ptecise ex<^ 
tent, but fixing that as the utmost limit 
to which it would be justified in ad- 
vancing its funds. It had been stated 
to the Bank by the government, that, 
in return for the advance .which it had 
undertaken to make to the distressed 
merchants, the government would, in 
the course of |he present session, pro- 
pose to parliament a measure for the 
paying off immediately a portion of the 
advances which the Bank had made to 
government. He had further to a<ld, 
that it was the intention of his nght 
honourable friend (Mr Htiskisson,) to 
propose to parliament to accelerate the 
period within which the new law of 
merchant and factor was to be earned 
into execution, with a view of facilita- 
ting the objects which tlie House had 
in contemplation when it passed that 
measure. 

' Mr Pearse. — He was sanguine that 
not so much money would be wanted 
as the Bank had agreed to advance; 
and that confidence would be restored 
by the knowledge that something was 
going to be done for the relief of the 
commercial interests. 

Mr Tierney. — On a former evening 
he had pressed upon the right bon. 
gentlemen the necessity of relieving 
the existing distress by an issue of 
Excliequer-l)ills. Such a stop would, 
in his opinion, have been the most be- 
neficial that could have been taken; 
Jjut instead of adopting it, the right 
hon. gentlemen had brouglit forward 
another measure, which, though it was 
calculated to effect some good, was not 
calculated to effect that general good 
upon which everything at present de- 
pended, — namely, the restoration of 
public confidence. The present mea- 
sure was a mere shift to do something, 
and nothing. The Bank, heiadmitted, 
fiad behaved kindly to the country, by 
putting itself into the gap, when no- 
body else would venture upon such a 
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leap. He could have wished not to 
have had occasion to oppose the mi- 
nisters on the question of the currency, 
because he agreed with them in their 
leading principles ; but' he felt that he 
should disgrace himself for ever if ho 
gave the slightest countenance to the 
scheme which they now patronised as 
a part of it. 

Sir F. Burdett conceived that it 
made very little difference to the mer- 
cantile world whether the accommoda- 
tion afforded to it came from the go^ 
vernment or the Bank, providc<l that it 
was effectual. He could see no other 
reason upon earth for giving the accom- 
mouation in an indirect way by the 
cumbersome machinery of the Bank, 
instead of giving it in a direct way by the 
administration, than the declamtion of 
the noble lord at the head of the Trea- 
sury, that nothing should induce him to 
consent to an issue of Exchequer-bills 
through commissioners. For his own 
part, he dissented entirely from all the 
measures which the House had hitherto 
adopted. He would not enter into a 
discussion of them all at present ; but 
he could not agree with any man on 
either side of the house in believing 
that it was either necessary, expedient, 
or possible, to return with haste to a 
metallic currency. It was not possible 
to pay in cash, and support the mon- 
strous establishments of the country. 

After a few words from Mr Brough- 
am, who concun’ed in what had fallen 
from Mr Tierney, and in much that 
had fallen from Sir F. Burdett, 

Mr Canning said, that when the fit 
opportunity should occur, be would 
undertake to show, in the first«place, 
that this measure was not the same as 
an issue of Exchequer-bills, and that 
many of the objections which applied 
to such an issue did not apply to it ; 
and in the second place, that the re- 
luctance of government to issue Ex- 
^•hequer-bills was not founded upon 
any idle respect to the words of a noble 
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Jord, but upon a candid and anxious 
investigation of all tiie ol>jections to 
which it was iiahle, and upon a sincere 
convietion tiiat it was not their duty 

consent to sUch a proposal. 

Leave* was then given to withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr Ellice, referring to the acts of 
Parliament under which the issue of 
Exchequer-bills by the commissioners 
^f public works was made, said, that 
reports under these acts from time to 
time found their way to the table of 
the House ; but no general return had 
been made. The commissioners had 
advanced money, not only on account 
of public works, but for many other 
purposes connected witli the trading 
interests to a certain extent. They 
had made advances to the owners of 
coals, and proprietors of mines, to per- 
sons engaged in fisheries; and upon 
one occasion they had made a large ad- 
vance to a banking concern in the 
north, upon the ground that it was 
deeply connected with the coal trade. 
These facts, together with the uncler- 
fitanding that a large sum, at the <lis- 
posal of the commissioners, remained 
At present undisposed of, had induced 
him to think that the surplus might be 
Applied to the relief of the manufactu- 
^nng classes, with as great success as 
had attended the advances to the per- 
sons engaged in the coal trade. It ap- 
peared that government had found a 
.means of throwing upon the Bank the 
task of supplying money for the neces- 
sities of the country. He should con- 
clude by moving, that the^ be laid be- 
fore the House an account in detail of 
advances of money and Exchequer- 
bills for public works for the employ- 
ment of the poor, by the commissioners 
Appointed under the acts 57 Geo. 111. 
c. S4 and 124, and 3 Geo. IV. c. 86 ; 
apocifying the purpose and time for 
miieh each loan was granted, the ]>ar- 
«ttea to granted, the nature of tlic 


security, rate of interest, any repay- 
ments hitherto made, and tlie amount 
now due and oiilstaiiding, and when 
payable ; also of Exchequer-bills undis- 
posed of and still applicable under tlie 
provisions of the said acts.^' 

Mr Tierney. — WJien I came down to 
the house this evening, for the pnipose 
of being present at the discussion which 
was anticipated upon the motion of the 
honoura\)le member (MrT. Wilson,) 1 
certainly expected to have heard some 
reason assigned for the rejection of that 
method of alleviating our commercial 
difficulties, which had been pressed 
upon the attention of government, and 
which was so fully justified and sup- 
ported by die precedent of 1793. The 
question is simply, whether there is at 
the present moment such an alarming 
crisis of embarrassment and want of 
confidence, as would justify a departure 
from all gen(*ral principles, and war- 
rant such an extraordinary ap]>licatioii 
of the power of the government of the 
country as ha<l proved so beneficial in 
the period of 1793 ? 1 have been told 
by the right hon. gentlemen (the Se- 
cretary for Foreign Affairs and die 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) that the 
distress of that period grew out of the 
acts of the government ; and that, there- 
fore, the distress of the present perio<l 
was in no way to be compared to 1793, 
either as regarding the act of the go- 
vernment or the situation of individuals. 
But, sir, when gentlemen talk of the 
acts of the government producing pecu-j 
liar circumstances, I ask what was there 
in the peculiai* circumstances created 
by the government then, more than in 
those which liave been created by the 
government now? It is the fanhion, 
eir, both in this house and out of it, to 
lAlk of the extravagant speculations and 
delusive enterprises and egregious fol- 
lies, ig^hi^i have reduced our mercantile 
classes to their present situation. Who 
are those who have led our merchants 
and tlic country into these follies? 
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Wky, ilio ininintors. I)ul not tlioy loll 
u«, III s|K»iH‘li(f8 from tJi(‘ i'Jirono, iind in 
HpteeciiQS tothin lloii.seytliat our strength 
and our refiourees had become equal 
to any enterprise ? Did not tliey assure 
us that our prosperity wfs of a nature 
so permanent m to be safe from the 
effect of any contingency, of any dis- 
aster? Was it not, the right hon, 
gmitlemen, — fn conjunction with the 
Rank of England — who gave rise to 
this opinion, that our power and our 
resources would be perpetual — and have 
iliey not, by the whole of their opera- 
tions for the last two years, acted up 
to the very utmost extent of that opi- 
nion? Yet in how short aj iy riod 
have we run our race of prosperity I 
And were those who trusted to these 
professions of the government to he 
told, that because tliey have believed 
them, therefore the government won’t 
assist them ? Did not government lead 
the* way in that race of profligacy and 
folly which has brought us to our pre- 
sent condition ? Look but at the state 
4»f the holders of the 4 per cents — are 
tliey not deprived of the eighth of their 
income for ever, by this very excess of 
confidence in the government ? And 
then let us go fartlier, and look at the 
holder of the new stock, which be pos- 
sesses in place of what he held before. 
Wliat is Jiis situation ? Why, he has 
lost still further 14 per cent upon even 
that reduction in the space of nine 
months ; and what imprudence has he 
been guilty of? To be sure, it may be 
said, that the risk was their own ; that 
llu^y knew the hazai’d ; that they Imil 
notice of being paid off, and might have 
taken advantage of such a permission. 
Undoubtedly that was true ; but who 
was it pi*oduced the artificial rise in the 
ftmds, which gave the power to effect 
these changes ? Was it not, J ask, sole- 
ly the effect of the operatilais carried 
on in tlu! stock market between the 
governmevit and the Bank. 1 ask, what 
was the fate of those who held as trus- 


tees under settlements, as executors of 
agents for the benefit of children or 
minors ? They could not, if they were 
ever so desirous, have adopted the 
course pointed out to them, - and tliey 
liave therefore been sufferers to the 
extent I liave mentioned, beyond all 
possibility of redress. If ever the com- 
mercial interests had fair claims upon 
the protection and support of govern- 
ment, I contend, sir, it is at the present 
moment, when they have been reduced 
by the acts of that government to that 
very state from which they seek relief. 
The right hon. gentleman, however, 
says, that they are not entitled to relief, 
because they might have foreseen wliat 
would happen. Did he foresee it ? If 
he did, then the measures he adopted 
were the most culpable which have 
ever been attempted or executed by 
any raea since the commencement of 
our history, and they were entitled to* 
relief as an expiation for the errors of 
government. There never was an oc- 
casion when such a relief held out a 
better prospect of benefit to those who 
think their situation imperatively re- 
quires it. For I repeat what 1 said 
on a former occasion, that there 
nothing in our situation to create dis- 
may, even at present, — ^nothing to ex- 
cite any alarm as to the futum. We 
are in a condition of extensive pressure?, 
of considerable crabannssmeiit, of a ter- 
rific panic — but not of permanent diffi- 
culty. And what has created that pa- 
nic ? I say that it is confidence, and 
nothing but confidence, that we want. 
No man views his neighbouV at present 
except with distrust ; but let govern-^ 
inent interfere — let them show that they 
listen to the statements which have 
been made to them — that they are de- 
sirous to restore what they have as- 
sisted to destroy, and confidence will 
restore itself. What, however, does 
the government say ? — “ Oh, your dis- 
tress is your own work — we cannot 
interfere; it would be t^stijiblisljing an 
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unwise and lea<l to future ap- 

pUcatiouB of the same description ; but 
we will tell you what you can do; there 
is a gentleman Jives not far from hence 
«r-we know he can accommodate you, 
and we will give you a letter of intro- 
duction, which we have no douht will 
procure you a favourable reception.” 
But wliat says the gentlonian to whom 
the letter is directed ? — “ Oh, sir, it is 
quite a mistake ; really there is a great 
eiTor on the part of your friends. We 
don’t deal in sucli commodities. We 
never advance money on pledges. A^ou 
must apply to your friends — they can 
assist you themselves.” The unhappy 
loaii-seeker returns with this answer to 
his .former friends, the goveniment. 

Oh,” say they, “ indeed our friends 
the Bank of England, to whom we re- 
feiTed you, are very much mistaken. 
We have just been reading their char- 
ter — they ai*e all wrong in this matter. 
They have the power, and they are ex- 
actly the men to suit you. As to what 
they say of us, we beg to tell you it is 
quite out of our line.” And thus they 
liave bandied about the unfortunate 
sufferers from one to the other, instead 
of coming promptly forward with that 
relief which becomes hourly more ne- 
cessary. The right hon. gentleman 
(Mr Canning) says the government 
are a very improper body to grant the 
aid required. The Bank directors, on 
the contrary, maintain they are the 
only proper persons, and assert that the 
Bank may have, by their charter, ''a 
permissive, but certainly not an impe- 
rative power; and duiing the whole 
course.,of my experience, 1 have cer- 
tainly never known any such practice 
adopted -by the Bank of England. 
The right honourable Secretaiy re- 
torted upon me in a manner which I can- 
not but acknowledge convincing, as fai* 
as argument w^ent, proving from their 
charter that they had precisely the same 
power with respect to a<Ivnnces upc»n 


merchandize as upon gold, silver, or hills. 
The Bank directora have contended 
that the assistance rendei'ed by them 
will he much less eflective than that 
which could be bestowed by govei'u- 
ment. In that 1 fully agree. By what 
means are the Bank-issues upon goods 
to reach all parts of the country? 
What security have they against <le- 
ception ? The Bank cou'id do nothing 
of that kind ; all their power was the 
mfre issuing of money to those who 
m^ght apply for it under the pretence 
of possessing certain commodities not 
at tfiis moment saleable; but would 
that alone restore that confidence, the 
want .^f wliich was the source of the 
presetii misery ? 1 have experience for 
saying it will not. It has been tried 
already ; the government Iiave embark- 
ed a sum in that adventure, and re- 
turned with a total loss. They have 
issued two nnllions of Exchequer-bills, 
not one sixpence of which has found 
its way into the pockets of those who 
really suffer, or promoted the sale of 
one farthing’s worth of goods. Could 
any further advances produce any bet- 
ter effects in tliat way ? An ignorant 
man upon such subjects, like myself, 
possessing very limited means of judg- 
ing, but looking to the effect of expe- 
rience, would say decidedly, that they 
could not. But we have been told, 
that the directors were not without a 
hope, that the intelligent and lion, gen- 
tlemen of the country, would form 
themselves into commissioners, for the 
purpose of investigatingthe claims of the 
petitioners. Is that, too, in the charter 
of the Bank? 1 should be glad to know 
who these commissioners are to be : I 
should be glad to see their names, and 
he able to ascertain whether they were 
selected witli that peculiar regard to 
the integrity of life and honourable 
characfer,V|ind knowledge of business, 
which so peculiarly distinguished the 
commissioners umler the act of 1793. 
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TIiIb, 1 smy, 'will be the consequenre : 
improper persona will receive the mo- 
ney, and no good will be produced by 
the efforts of tbe Bank. I think that 
would not liave been tbe case with an 
issue of Exchequer bills through tlie 
commissioners of tbe government. The 
banker, who will not have anything to 
do with my unsaleabljp goods, willing- 
ly obliges in^ upon the faith of a con- 
vertible security like Exchequer-bills. 
He renews bis discounts— he restores 
bis advances — confidence revives na- 
turally, from the effect of such appear- 
ances— and affairs, as they did in a si- 
milar manner in 1793, right themselves, 
without tbe necessity of any further 
operations. The fair trader, tlie person 
we mean to assist, thus receives a sti- 
mulus and an aid in his exertions. The 
hoards which have been locked up, are 
thus called out into service. The 
money which has lain dormant in the 
hands of the timid and the cautious, 
oitce more makes its appearance, and 
thus we reach, without any effort, and 
by tbe mere action of natural causes, 
that confidence, which is all, I say, 
that is wanted to restore us to our 
former state of activity and prospe- 
rity. It is not by the appointment of 
a mock commission, for 1 can call it 
l)y no other name, that we can hope to 
gain the benefits which arose from tbe 
coimnission of 1793. 1 may say, with 
a decided tone, benefits, for they are 
not a matter of i*umour or hearsay, but 
of history. We have the report of 
their success upon the table, and by it 
we find that a sum of not more tlian 
two millions, advanced in Exchequer- 
bills, not only restored confidence, and 
relieved all distress, at a lime as fear- 
ful as the present, but actually left in 
the pockets of the government a profit 
of 4000/. I still say, that jf anything 
is to be done, it should be jftone in a 
solemn manner, ns an act oi tbe legis- 
latun*. Does the House sce^ however, 
wliat will be llie inevitable consecpience 


of this measure? Y^u men will 
be guarded against future imptuden- 
cies, by the difficulty which they have 
found in procuring relief from their 
distresses. But is an order oti tlie 
Bank of England no immediate ro-' 
lief ? Under other circumstances, they 
would have had to come before Par- 
liament to have proved a case, to have 
made out a claim for relief and Par- 
liament would have had an opportu- 
nity of judging how far they might be 
entitled to it. Now, you tell them, all 
that is unnecessary — that the Bank of 
England alone have the power to make 
advances to their necessities, and that 
they are hound to comply with their 
demands. What is that but an encou- 
ragement to such speculations, when 
they know that on any future occasion 
they have hut to apply for a check 
upon the Bank of England, upon the 
security of any goods they may pos-'* 
sess ? Does the House see, likewise, 
the extravagant power that is thus 
given to the Bank, and the strange ef- 
fect such power must have, when thef 
question of the renewal of their char- 
ter again comes under its considera- 
tion ? I can easily conceive that there , 
are many persons, to whom an issue 
of money will, at the present moment, 
he very convenient. But what J want 
to see is, a something that will remove 
distiiist, restore confidence, and bring 
again into circulation those masses of 
money which must still he in the 
country. Tlie measure which I re., 
commend, belongs more to the poli- 
tics of the right lion, gentleman than 
they do to mine. It is a measure of 
Mr Pitt. As to Mr Pitt, whatever 
differences may have existed between 
us — now that he is in his grave, they 
are forgotten. But this I will say of 
him, Mr Pitt was a great man — no 
man had a more sound mind, or was 
more capable of embracing a large, 
correct, and comprehensive view of 
the financial conc(*rns of this country. 
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Th|s;^ his me|^»sure~U was an use- 
ful awl effectual ineaaUre ajb the time; 
and in recommending its adoption, I 
a^ more pf a‘Rittite tlian the right 
bom gentlemen who resist it. Yet, 
although I closely' adhere to the course 
marked out by Mr Pitt, I am visited 
with the epithet of Jacobin, or philo- 
sopher, or some such name, intended 
to convey opprobrium. But what I 
am apprehensive of now, and against 
which I see no precaution, is, that much 
of the three millions now proposed to 
be issued by the Bank, on the secu- 
rity of goods, may get into the hands 
of rash speculators. I do not see how 
this measure is to operate ; whether 
money is to he advanced on the secu- 
rity of goods alone, or whether it is to 
be advanced on other security. I 
wot|ld earnestly request the right hon. 
gentleman (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
*ibhequer) to reconsider the measure ; 
and the reconsideration of it will, I 
trust, yet lead him to its adoption. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
' smd, that if he were satisfied that the 
interests of the country required it, he 
would readily forego his previously 
* formed opinions — but the more consi- 
deration he bestowed upon the sub- 
ject, the more was he convinced that 
the proposition of the right hon. gen- 
tleman (Mr Tierney) was not so well 
adapted, as the proposed advances by 
,lhe Bank, to afford effectual relief to 
the distresses of the country. The 
right hon. gentleman said that govern- 
ment was called upon to take the par- 
ticular codrse which he recommended, 
betause the conduct which they had 
previously held, and the language which 
they had previously used, had contri- 
buted, in some degree at least, to pro- 
duce that statq of things to which it 
was now desirable to apply a remedy. 
Ho was not disposed to admit that the 
course which government had pursued, 
ileserveil all the imputations which the 
right hon. gentleman had thought fit to 


cast upon it. The right bolt 
accused government of 
original cause of flie reduction 
rate of interest^ Which hO said Had 1$^ 
to excessive epeculatiod. Tbd' 
hon. gentleman ascribed the reduction 
of the 5 per cents to some previous 
mysterious combination between 
vemment and the Bank, Under 
circumstkrices did government prepofi^ 
that measure ? It was proposed litidiu 
the sanction of a parliamentary cmil* 
mittee. However, many of the acts 
for which the right hon, gentleman 
found fault with ministeiu, took place 
not before, but subsequent %o, the re- 
duction of the rate of interest. The 
passing of the IL and 2/. note act, and 
the anungernent of the half-pay and 
pensions, took place subsequently to 
that measure. It was therefore impos- 
sible to charge on those acts the re- 
duction of the rate of interest. He 
must most positively deny that govern- 
ment endeavoured, by any process of 
combination with the Bank, to promote 
a state of things which should reduce 
the rate of interest. The right hon, 
gentleman said, that Jie thought h 
would be proper to follow the example 
of 1793. He did not think the case 
of 1793 was so precisely similar to the 
present case as the right hon. gentle- 
man seemed to consider it. Did the 
right hon. gentleman attribute no im- 
portance to the remarkable changes 
which took place in the whole aspect 
of aHairs on the continent and in this 
country, between the sumnler of 1792 
and the spring of 1793 ? In the sum- 
mer of 1792, the universal Impression 
(which the government not only shared, 
but tcnde<l to produce) was, that if 
ever there was a period in our histot-y 
when it was probable that the country 
would continue for years in a state of 
eacej that period had anived. Wbat 
appened ^7 Within a few weeks after 
that impression prevailed, a war broke 
out in Europe unxler circumstances 
n 
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France acquired an at^ 

the rest^l^ thonj^ it incom- 
p^libie tvIlSi 1m situation to assume. 
In a short tiune the situation of France 
uiTolTed this countiy in hostilities^ 
whld^ m ^eir nature, exceeded any in 
^hSch we had befwe been engaged. 
tlNsre wtjB no ouestion that the great 
^?ospejity whicn prei%i)ed at«tbe com- 
ipieiiceinent of 1792 must sooner or 
later have pperienced a revulsion, but 
die revulsion was occasioned by an 
extraneous cause, and not by the ex- 
travagant speculations of individuals. 
The distress of 1811 resulted from 
over-trading with South America, oc- 
casioned by the peculiar situation of 
hostilities. The circumstances of that 
case, therefoi*e, were very different 
from those of the case now under con- 
sideration, and that diversity of cir- 
cumstances was with him an addition- 
al i*eason for not following one bad ex- 
ample, and setting another. It was 
the duty of parliament to abstain from 
entering a vicious circle, from which 
tliey would never escape till they weitj 
strangled in its folds. If it were right 
'to adopt the course recommended on 
the pii'esent occasion, then, upon every 
principle of fair dealing and justice, go- 
vernment ought to have done exactly 
the same thing when the landed inte- 
rest was in a state of distress. Indeed 
a distinct proposition was made to the 
House, though not adopted, that go- 
vernment should adopt a similar mea- 
sure to that of 1793. Ministers opposed 
t|ie proposition, not only on the 'ground 
of the difficulty of carrying it into ex- 
ecution, but on principle. In another 
case, with regard to Ireland, a similar 
proposition was made to Pariiament. 

' It could not be said that the distress 
which existed in Ireland at that period 
was not equal to that vvliicj^ naw pre- 
vailed in tins country. Yef pariiament 
djd not think proper to adopt the re- 
medy now proposed, l;ccans<* they 
VOL. XTX. .LAHT I, 


considered tbat it was likely to pro- 
duce the evil of rendering government 
liable to be called upift on every od-^ 
csirion of distress, to , act as bankers 
and pawnbrokers. To refer to miotber 
case ; in 1823, a most important branch 
of our commerce, namely, the West 
India trade, was in a state of great £s- 
tress. The grounds upon which go- 
vernment was then called upon to ad- 
vance 5,000,000^ to assist the West 
India interest, were quite as strong as 
those upon which they were at pi^esent 
urged to advance a similar sum to thfe 
commercial interest; but parliament, 
conceiving tbat it would be setting a 
bad example, to be followed on some 
future occasion, rejected the proposi- 
tion. If there was any one power 
which it was the duty of government ^ 
to be cautious in assuming, it was that 
of advancing money in what might be 
considered cases of necessity. Th^ 
temptations to abuse such a power 
were so gi*eat, that he should not like 
to be answerable for the consequences 
' which might ensue, if parliament shoulil 
be too facile in admitting the propriety 
of establishing it. Supposing that gb- 
vernment had lent the 4,000,000?. 
which were asked for the relief Of' 
the agricultural interest in 1822, the 

1.000. 000/. for Ireland in 1823, the 

5.000. 000/. for the West India interest, 
in addition to tiie 5,000,000/. which 
were now called for, they would have 
advanced no less than 15,000,000/. 
in the course of four yeai*s. Would 
anybody say that such a course of pro- 
ceeding was not dangeroiv?, and that 
it was not a misfortune that the origi- 
nal precedent of 1793 existed? The 
right hon. gentleman (Mr Tierney) 
seemed to think that, in point of piiii- 
ciple, there was no difference betw(»en 
the Bank lending money oti goods, and 
the same tiling being done by gavern- 
ment. Government had not by law tlie 
power of lending money upon* goods. 
■A special law must therefore he pass- 
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eel, in order to give them that power. 
The Bjank« however, already possess- 
ed the power it was coeval with their 
original institution, and though never 
exercised, had,’ on every renewal of 
their cliarter, continued to form an in- 
herent part of it. There was, there- 
fore, in his opinion, the greatest dis- 
tinction between the two cases. The 
absence of this power, on the part of 
the government, was an indication that 
it was not congenial with their func- 
tions ; and its possession, on the part 
of the Bank, was a proof that, in the 
opinion of parliament, it might be wise 
and prudent, under particular cirC(Um- 
stances, for tliat body to exercise it. 
With respect to the proposition of an 
issue of Exchequer-bills by govern- 
ment, supposing that government were 
to adopt that measure, would the Bank 
have nothing to do with it ? Had they 
notliing to do with the measure of 
1793 ? How would the bills l>e con- 
verted into money ? The Bank would 
cash them. The right bon. gentleman 
had spoken of secrecy z when he (the 
Chancellor of tlie Exchequer) came to 
discuss the subject of rendering assist- 
ance, he found persons who said that, 
j when all experienced difficulty, there 
^ c^uld be no discredit in going to the 
^ Bank of England, or anywhere, to pro- 
cure loans of money on goods ; for there 
was no credit asked ; the paities offer- 
ed goods as a pledge. He could not, 
for the life of him, conceive why per- 
sons should be afraid of being known, 
or require secrecy ; they migfitgo with 
a bold and confident face and ask for 
advances. *Some persons had talked of 
commissionei*s being, on a former oc- 
casion, bound by an oath of secrecy : 
not one word of this was true- They 
took an oath of office iiuleed, but not 
an oath of secrecy. The argument as 
to secrecy had no validity whatsoever. 
The right hon. gentleman conceived 
that ministers were hound to take this 
course of giving relief, because the 


measures taken at the 
of the session,, of which iie 
porter, had imposed upon thcem tW 
duty of relieving the evil thereby 
created. But this proposit^M bemi 
made previous to tlie sessioii- Minis- 
ters threw cold water upon iti an riioy 
now did, because they conceived tb^ 
the measures would lead to dangerous 
consequences ; and wei;e they tOf be 
reproached because they entleavouiwl 
to find out some better expedient? 
The right hon. gentleman complain^ 
that tJiey liad used no language of a 
cheering nature. When government 
did so, it was vehemently JPeproached 
for drawing a highly coloured picture of 
things. He (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) unquestionably coiicun'ed 
with the right hon. gentleman, with 
respect to his sentiments on the strength 
and vigour of the country. Although 
the leaves and branches of the treie 
had been sliattered, its roots were firm- 
ly fixed, and they would slioot forth 
again with fresh beauty. If we toojk 
our measures with pnidencc and wis- 
dom, we should succeed, at no distal^t 
period, in weathering the storm. f 
Mr Baring, at considerable length, 
supported the views of Mr Tierney. ^ 
Lord Altborp concurred with Im 
Majesty's rainistera in their measures 
for the alteration of the currency ; bi^t 
thought that they would have done 
better if they had set out by pvoviffing 
some relief for the immediate distress^ 
Mr T. Wilson thought that minis- 
ters were bound, in mere courtesy t 0 
Pai'liament, to assign some reason 
yond llieir pereonal pleasure, why tfaja 
plan now under discussion was pnefei;- 
red to that which had been racCnt** 
mende<l to tliem. For tlie measure 
which had been suggested, there was 
at least a precedent to allege, and lie 
still bqjievfd that it would have turneil 
out die mT|st advantageous, as well as 
the most satisfactory to the country. 
Mr Atlwood.*— 6f the two modes 
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of giTiBg reKef> that by the course pro- 
posed, asid that by an issue of Exche- 
quer-biHs, his opinion was in favour of 
the latter, m a course which had been 
tried and fosind successfoi. As to the 
propriety generaUy of giving the relief 
demanded, there could ncN; be a mo- 
ment’s heBitation. The request came 
from the whole commeixnal body, and 
it asked nothing of gov'ernment which 
it was not the province of government 
to perform ; it asked only that the 
channels of communication — the means 
of dealing between man and man«-% 
should be opened. 

Mr W. Whitmore believed that a 
fair arrangement of the currency of the 
country would do for more for the ge- 
neral benefit than the measure propo- 
sed ; but, as relief was to be given, he 
thought it would be much better given 
by advances from the Bank than by an 
issue of Exchequer-bills. With refer- 
ence to the conduct of ministers, he 
gave them credit for their steadiness, 
and thought that nothing but mischief 
could have resulted from vacillation. 

Mr P. Moore said, that amongst 
other things, they were told that 
25,000,000/. of ^money had been sent 
out of the country on foreign specula- 
tions. That was all fabulous. The 
25,000,000/. was still in the country ; 
and, wliat was more, would not go 
away. 

Mr Ellice said, in reply, that the 
present state of things was entirely 
owing to the plans of ministera. He 
had ^ped that the present conjuncture 
would have produced some wholesome 
disagreement between the government 
•and the Bank ; and he was sorry the 
Bank bad not forced the government, 
as they might have done, to have aban- 
doned tlieir present course. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

On the order of the day fol^bringing 
up tlie report of tlie Promissory-notes 
^bill, after a few remarks by Mr J. 


Smith and Mr F. Palmer, reprobatovy 
of the measure, the report was brought 
up ; and after seveml amendments had 
been agreed to, the bill ordered to 
be reprinted. 

On Tuesday, March 7, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer moved thq 
third reading of the Promissory-notes 
bill. ^ : 

Lord A. Hamilton said that he would 
support tlie measure, not because ho 
thought it the best that might have 
been proposed, but because it would, 
imperfect as it was, tend in some de- 
gree to amend the defects of the pre- 
sent system of country banking. 

Mr Hume moved a clause, requiring 
country bankers to make monthly re- 
turns of their notes in circulation, to 
l>e published at the discretion of the 
Treasury. 

Mr Hobhousc seconded the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
repeated bis objections to the clause. 

Mr Pearse said, that so long as bank 
notes were liable to be paid in gold, 
there was a sufiicient restriction on the 
issues of bank paper. 

Mr Alderman Heygate thought go- 
vernment might authorise an issue of 
notes on the security of the state ; and 
such a circulation, if well arranged^ 
might be better than gold. 

The House then divided, when the 
numbers were— 

For the amendment, 24t ; against it^ 
14.8. — Majority, 119. 

Mr Hume then moved a clause, ^v- 
ing remedy by summary process against 
country bsmkers refusing to pay their 
notes in gold. ^ 

Mr J* Smith said, that a l/.^note 
might be protested for non-payment, 
as regularly as a bill of exchange ; ami 
the cost of that first step— which the 
banker would be liable to pay — would 
be 228. This he thought was an am- 
ple security against the consequences 
of a refusal to pay m gold. 

Colonel Johnson obserKed? that the 
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n&medy of the member was inef- 
firietit* The banker might l>e liable to 
pay 22 $. for protest, but the labourer 
must pay it upon the spot— and where 
was he to get it ? 

‘ The clause was negatived without a 
division. 

^ The bill was then read the third time 
and passed. 

In llie House of Lords, Tuesday, 
March 14, the Marquis of Lansdowne 
presented a fietition in favour of the 
bill of which the noble lord (Liver-^ 
pool) was about to propose the second 
reading (the Promisswy-notes# bill) 
from the President, Vice-President, 
and members of the Chamber of Com- 
mercG in Manchester. An attempt 
bad been made some time ago to in- 
troduce a small-paper currency into 
.that town, but the exertions of the 
^ -jtihabitants had been able to overcome 
the eiForts which had been made for 
that purpose. They had had the 
means of comparing the advantages of 
;a metallic and paper currency ; and 
the result which they had been ena- 
-bled to arrive at, induced them to give 
a preference to a metallic currency 
over that of small notes. 

, The Earl of Liverpool, having moved 
the second reading of the Proniissory- 
tiiotes biJl^ observed, that it was not 
his intention to enter into any state* 
,monts upon this occasion* It was the 
opinion of government, that the prin- 
,ciple ought to be extended to Ireland 
, and Scotland; and he now apprised 

* their lordships that it was bis inten- 
tion to move on Friday next for the 

« ap^intment of a committee to inquire 
into the present banking systems of 
Ireland and Scotland. 

The Earl of Caernarvon and Earl 
of Lauderdale opposed ibe measure, 

* which was supported by the Earl of 
Dariiley ; after which the bill was 
read a second time. 


‘ On Monday, April 10, the Mufqut^ 
of Lansdowne rose to ititroduce atill, 
of which the object was to maSce all 
notes payable at places diflferent from 
that in which they werd issued, also 
payable where issued. The bill was 
read a first time. 

On Friday, April 14, the Marquis 
of Lansdowne, having moved tlie cttmT 
of the <day for* the sccead reading of 
his bill, entitled an act for making 
Promissory-notes payable at the plac^es 
where they are issued, said, that the 
discussion which hjwl already taken 
place in the course of the present ses- 
sion upon another bill connected witli 
this subject, had rendered them per- 
fectly familiar with the grounds of his 
present proposition. He considered 
the measure important in two distinct 
points of view : first, with respect to 
the currency of the country, as it had 
existed in late years, and as, in a par- 
tial degree at least, it was likely to 
continue ; and secondly, in connexion 
with a free competition between the 
different banking establishments. As 
to the first point, their lordships had 
frequently expressed their belief that 
a check founded on a metallic basis 
was the best check on the undue or 
excessive circulation of paper. Now 
he knew of no mode of bringing it 
into operation inoi’o speedy than that 
of giving every facility to persons re- 
siding in the ueighbourhood of a bank, 
but above all to the poorer classes, on 
tlie first alarm as to the solidity of 
that bank, or the excessive amount of 
its issues, for bringing their notes to 
it for immediate payment ; to which 
the public had a ri^ht, when they al^ 
lowed them tlic privilege of making 
a paper-currency. If their lordships 
permitted one bank to make its notes 
payable at a distance, whilst another 
bank in*the same town made its notes 
payablc^lwhere they were issued, they 
would place the latter in unfair com- 
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|> 0 tiiioa with the toiler. It was 
•qiiite plain that the practice now pur- 
sued oni]r hy sonic banks of making 
their notes payable at a distance^ if 
4iot checked, must soon extend itself 
to all the others, and at last the whole 
country circulation being payable in 
different places from where it had 
been issuc^i the country would be 
Jeft withocit<dthat standard of metallic 
4:arFency which their lordships had 
so often stated to be the best. In 
Ireland the want of a measure of this 
kind was peculiarly felt ; for while the 
notes of one bank there circulated for 
their full amount, the notes of another 
in the same place were at a discount, 
owing to the causes which he had be- 
fore mentioned. 

Lord Farnham foresaw a great deal 
both of injustice and difficulty which 
would be ocX'iisioned by the way in 
which the hill was worded. It was 
difficult to define what was meant by 
the word issue.*' In Ireland branch 
banks had boon established, and the 
general circulation of the south of 
Ireland, and a great portion of the 
other parts of that kingdom, were al- 
together Bank of Ireland notes, pay- 
able in Dublin. Now, it would be a 
ijucstion whether the noble lord s mea- 
sure extended to the re-issue of those 
from the branch banks ; and if it did 
not, k might be defeated altogether, 
for the bank in Dublin could take in 
^11 their notes and re-issue them. 

Lord Melville said, that so far as 
i^cgarded Scotland, he was satisfied, 
that if they altered the arrangement 
of the banking-system there, they 
would occasion the withdrawal of the 
branch banks. 

The Earl of Lauderdale pointed 
out various iiiconvenieoccs and diffi- 
culties, which, he said, would arise in 
Ireland from the adoption of.thismea- 
i»ure. If this hill wei*e f)l pass, it 
would be attended with tJic ruin of 


the banks of i>coiiaiid, where it would 
not allow one to exist in the most po- 
pulous places, except, perhapsi Gl^- 
gow, and one or two others. 

The Earl of Liverpool thought the 
object contemplated by this hill a most 
desirable one, and he would, therefore, 
vote for its second reading. 

The bill was then read a second time, 
and ordered to be committed on Tues- 
day se’nnight. 

In the House of Commons, the same 
day, on the motion that the House 
resolve itself into a committee for tl»e 
further considering the roTiort of this 
bill, 

Mr H. Gurney said, that the power 
of establishing joint-stock banks would 
give rise to a system of speculation, 
wliich would, in the end, bo found 
highly injurious. It was said, that, 
by enlarging the number of partner^, 
the banks would he on a nujrc solid 
foiuidatioD, and the holders of their 
notes w^ould be better secured. He 
would give tlie House one specInicU 
of what they might expect from those 

solid" joint-stock company banks. 
He had lately seen a prospectus for 
a national bank, put forward by two at- 
torneys of Broiui-strcot, named Wilks 
and Verbeke. These gentlemen stated 
that it was intended to have a national 
joint-stock company, with a capital of 
1,000, (K)O/. This, as they set forth, 
M^as to be a real, and not a nominal, 
capital, and was to be subscribed fbr 
iii shares of 2/. each. Application bad 
been made to somcdistlngutsbed mem- 
bers of that House for their 'patronage 
of the scheme. One appHcatiofif was 
to one of his Majesty's ministers to 
become an honorary vice-president, 
and, as an induc-ement, it was stated 
to him, that to hold thsA situation it 
would not be neceSvSary for him to 
take any shares. He was farther in- 
formed that the duties of the statioa 
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would hot require any, even the small- 
est portion of his time or attention. 
Tlie duties would be all diligently 
performed by the directors and ma- 
nagers. Tins was, no doubt, one of 
the solid** banks which the country 
might expect to see arise under the 
proposed system. Rethought it would 
be better to wait till the bank charter 
should be determined, and then place 
the banking system of the country on 
a new footing. 

The Speaker then left the chair, 
and the House went into a committee, 
when 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, in answer to an observation of 
Mr Pearse, that he did not conceive 
that the Bank of England would be 
placed in any jeopardy by the new 
modelling of the banking system, and 
putting It on a more extended scale 
than it was on at present. It was im- 
possible that the Bank of England 
could carry on all the banking con- 
cerns of the country ; then, if other 
banks must come into operation, why 
should the number of partners in them 
be limited to six ? There was ho magic 
in that particular number. 

Mr Monk thought it would be ad- 
visable to postpone this measure till 
the Bank charter had expired, when 
it might have a fair trial. 

Mr J. P. Grant contended, that 
there could not be any danger of the 
4)ver-issues which were apprehended 
on the part of the country banks, be- 
cause, 80 long as they were compelled 
to pay their notes in notes of the Bank 
of England, and those were payable in 
gol4'"there must be an effectual check 
upon too great an extension of credit 
in that way. 

On the clause prohibiting discounts 
in London by the joint-stock compa- 
nies, 

Mr Hudson Gurney asked if it was 
intended, under this clause, that the 
members of these companies should 


not employ their capital, if th^ chose, 
in the purchase or bills in London, 
through the means of their agents, or 
that they might not re-discount bills 
which they had already given cash 
for? 

The Attofney-General said, that, 
as the law now stood, compani^ con- 
sisting of more than six persons were 
not allowed to employ tbJeir capital in 
London in the trade of bankers, and 
the clause now under consideration 
pro[>osed to make no alteration in this 
respect. 

Mr H. Drummond said, that it had 
long been the practice in Scotland, 
where the banking firms consisted of 
-more than six partners, to draw bills 
upon London, and to have them dis- 
counted as often as might be neces- 
sary. Whether this was legal or not, 
he did not know, but he was sure that 
it could not be done in future under 
this clause. 

Mr Pearse said, that any alteration 
would reauire great nicety and care, 
and in oraer to give time for properly 
considering it, he thought it would 
be better that the chairman should 
now report progress. 

After some further observations, 

Tiie Chancellor of the Exchequer 
proposed to postpone the clause under 
consideration, in order that the com- 
mittee might get through the tech- 
nical parts of the bill. 

The consideration of this clause was 
postponed. 

The other clauses were then agreed 
to, and after sundry amendments, the 
bill subsequently passed. 

In the House of Lords, Tuesday, 
April 25, the Marquis of Lansdownc 
moved for the committee on the bill 
for enforcing the payment of bank 
notes at |;hc place where issued. 

The El^l of Liverpool, as far as he 
understood the principle of this hill, 
entirely concurred with it; but he 
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coubsscd tliat he fuuud many object 
tioilB to the application of this priii-' 
ciple at presents It was, therefore, 
wejtl worth the consideration of the 
noble lord who had introduced this 
measure, and the House, whether it 
would be proper to proceed with it at 
present* A very important branch of 
the subject to which the present bill 
related, had |»een referred to the con- 
sideration of a committee* lie meant 
tbo question relative to the currency 
of Scotland and Ireland. Much evi- 
dence had been given before that com- 
mittee, which it would be important 
for their lordships to consider, when 
the report should be laid on the tabic. 
For this reason, he was of opinion that 
it would be better to postpone the 
present bill until after the inquiry 
now going on was completed. 

The Marquis of Lansdownc.— After 
the declaration by the noble earl of his 
approval of the principle of the bill, 
and of his desire to see it in operation, 
the difference of time to be gained by 
forwarding it tliis session was not so 
important, as the assistance which he 
might hope to obtain from the nohle 
earl in carrying into full effect a mea- 
sure wliicli he conceived to be essential 
to the cstahlishincnt of a scaiiid hank- 
ing system, for without it that system 
could not operate w ith security and 
facility. He should, therefore, agree 
to a motion for postponing the com- 
mittee on the hill to this day three 
niontlis. 

After some observations, tliis sug- 
gestion was agreed to, and the bill, 
of course, dropped for the session. 

On Friday, May /Jth, the Earl of 
Liverj,)ool, on moving the order of the 
day for the consideration of the amend- 
ments made by the Commons in the 
Bank Charter bill, observed that the 
mneudinents were merely verbal, with 
the excejition of one or tw^), which 
were essential to the success of the 
wieiisui’c. In the other House, there 


were many pencils connected with 
banking, and consequently more ca- 
pable of forming an opinion as to what 
was w^anting to render the bill efficient, 
than he or any other of their lordships 
were likely to be. These gentlemen 
felt it to. be necessary, with a view to 
the establishment of joint-stock com** 
panies in the country, that such com- 
panies should he allowed to have an 
agent for paying their bills in London. 
Bills drawn payable at sight or on de- 
mand might thus he paid in London. 
To accomplish that purpose, an agent 
in the metropolis was necessary. He 
was given to understand, that the intro- 
duction of a clause authorising joint- 
stock companies to appoint agents 
would remove a great obstacle to the 
working of the bill. There was ano- 
ther amendment of importance. When 
the bill was before that House, a good 
deal had been said on the propriety 
of the Bank of England establishing 
branch banks, and the noble marquis 
(Lansdowue) had in particular insist- 
ed on the necessity of obliging bank- 
ing establishments to pay at the places 
Avhere their notes might be issued. 
Now% a clause had been introduced by 
the Commons, authorising the Bank 
of England t(» establish branch hanks, 
and providing that their notes should 
be payable at the bi-anchcs where is- 
sued, as well as in London, At the 
time the hill was sent to the other 
House, it was not known whether 
the Bank of England would establish 
branch banks or not. The subject, 
however, had since been referred by 
the directors to the consideration of 
their own body, and had undergone, a 
most patient and laborious investiga- 
tion. He was authorised to say that 
the principle had been completely 
adopted, and that the Bank had de- 
cided to establish branch banks. With 
regard to the power of granting char- 
ters to companies, that power w<uild 
be acfiuircil m due course of law 
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liad, liowevcr, no reason to tlcspair of 
obtaining from the Crown, even before 
the arrival of the period to which he 
had alluded, the power of granting 
chatters to joiat-atock companies. In 
the meantime, he could state, that 
Jmnt-stock companies were forming in 
this country by existing banking csta- 
blishments, most respectable in them- 
selves, uniting together.^ These esta* 
blishments would by their union form 
joint-stock companies, though without 
charters ; and from this fact their lord- 
ships would be convinced that the hill 
before them was not likely to prove a 
dead lettei% He concluded by moving 
thsit tlie amendments of the ComiAons 
be agreed to. 

The amendments were then agreed 
to. 

(We have omitted from our previous 
history of Parliamentary proceedings 
regarding the currency, such as re- 
lated to tlie small notes in Scotland 
and Ireland, in order, such was the 
intense interest these had excited, 
particularly in Scotland, to present 
them to our readers in a distinct form.) 

In the House of Commons, Thurs- 
day, March 16, the Chancellor of the 
Exclie<j[uer said, that after the ample 
discussions which the subjects of 
banking and promissory notes had un- 
dergone, tlic more he had applied his 
attention to them, the more he had 
become persuaded that the opp^ents 
of the new regulations were without 
any grounds whereon they could rely 
for refusing to adopt them iii the case of 
Scotland. There was a material differ- 
ence'&tween the cases of Ireland and 
Scotland, and it was necessary to t^e 
all circumstances into consideration 
before they proceeded to legislate. It 
appeared to him, therefore, tliat the 
most prudent and effectual mode for 
all parties would be to ^low a full, 
frccj^ and unreserved consideration to 


be given to the suliject before a select 
committee. He agreed that they cmgbt 
not to charge those who opposed the 
application of the new measures to 
Scotland with any unfairness in their 
purposes or their arguments, until^ 
they had firs^ of all heard and endea-t 
voured to convince them : but he mmt 
be allowed to remark, that Parlia* 
ment,'in dealing with tliis subject 
first of dll' had l^gun With this very 
case of Scotland ; for in 1765, it bad 
restrained the issues of small notes, 
which were then in circulation in tlmt> 
country, as a medium wholly incom- 
patible with the interests of those into 
whose hands it was likely to go. In 
Ireland, there appeared to be no such 
strong disinclination to the measure 
contemplated.— He should at present 
abstain from all further remark, and 
simply move that a select committee 
bo appointed to inquire into the state 
of the circulation in promissory notes, 
under the value of 5L, in Scotland 
and Ireland, and to repoi't their ob- 
servations and opinion thereupon to 
the House, with reference to the ex- 
pediency of making any alteration of 
the laws now in force relating there* 
to." 

Mr H. Gurney thought that it 
would be much safer to abstain from 
this inquiry, which could only add to 
the ferment lately experkmced and 
still lingering in the public mind. At 
least let them forbear from interfering 
with Scotland until they had tried the 
effect of the measure on England. 

Mr Keith Douglas said, that Par- 
liament ought to show some deference 
for the petitions which were coming 
up from all parts of Scotland in oppo- 
sition to the proposed alteration of 
their currency. During the whole 
period of the Scotch banking system, 
nothing had occurred wliidi would 
warrant the proposed interference. 
The state of things which had arisen 
in England, was occasioned in part by 
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tke iusolvGDcy of some of the smaller motion was agreed to witiiout a 
banka's ; but not so in Scotland^ where sion. 
the people were perfectly satisfied with 

the solvency of their bankers, and the In the House of Lords, Friday, 
accommodation which they afforded. March 17, on the motion of the £arl 
In England the evils to be corrected of Liverpool, a select committee was 
were, first, the too great^extent of the appointed to inquire into the circular 
small bank note system ; and the re- tion of promissory notes under the ra- 
medy to be applied was, the sup- lue of 5L in Scotland and Ireland. The 
pression of all notes under 5/. value, noble earl then moved, that the seve- 
But, then, it was said, ^thaf for uni- ral petitions which had been presented 
formity sake, the same system must to the house on the subject of the bank- 
be extended to Ireland and Scotland, ing system in Scotland and Ireland, 
and particularly in the case of the lat- be referred to the said committee, 
ter ; for if tlie small note circulation Earl Grosvenor then rose. He oon- 
were upheld there, it must necessarily sidered it very • extraordinary, that 
interfere with and injuriously affect after all the information which the 
the British gold currency, by being noble earl must have obtained respect- 
mixed up with it. Now he denied ing the measure, he should still think 
tliat this could ever take place in the it necessary to refer the subject to a 
manner apprehended ; noWy in Eng- committee. He believed that, had it 
land would countenance the circula- not been for the publication of the Lcl- 
tion of Scottish notes in preference to ier^ Malachi Malagrotvihef^,* the 
their own gold coin* noble carl would never have thought 

Mr W. Dundas said, that the Bri- of the appointment of a committee, 
tish Parliament could not be expected The Earl of Liverpool requested 
to take the mere words of the Scotch their lordships to recollect for a ro^ 
members upon such a question ; it was ment how the question stood. One 
therefore reasonable to call for a com- part of the unit^ kingdom, namely, 
mittee, wlicre alone the requisite proof Scotland, had manifested a very gene- 
could be furnished. He was attached ral, he might say a universal, objection 
to the j)reseiit system, and therefore to the principle of the bill, and their 
courted rather than feared inquiry. lordships' table was covered with pc- 
Mr M. Fitzgerald eulogised the titions against it from that country* 
present banking system in Ireland, What, then, was the most decorous 
where there were branches of the na- course which he could adopt, his opi- 
tional bank and joint-stock bankers, nion still remaining unaltered, not« 
properly maintaining the circulating withstanding these petitions P What 
medium of the country ^nerally. else but to investigate the facts stated 
Sir Charles Forbes said that he saw by the petitioners, and then let the 
no necessity for this committee— it was House say whether the measure ought 
uncalled for and unnecessary ; but he to be extended to Scotland or^ot ? 
would vote for it in compliment to The Earl of Abenleen conceived 
Scotland. that after the bill for prohibiting the 

. After some further conversation, the circulation of promissory notea of 


• These letters were understood to be the production of Sir Walter Scott, Bart. ; and served, 
in no small de^ce, to inflame flic public feeling of Scothind against extending the measure for 
suppression of small notes to that country. 
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small value had passed, the country in the petitions, it must Ik^ from a fou- 
had returned to the stiite in M’hich it victiou of the advantage of the system 
was before the Bank Restriction act. to the country. It was the best pos-* 
Before that period the circulation of sible system for a jwor peo})lo. 

Scotland was the same as now. No The Earl of Liver|KH>l wasastoni^i.* 
evil bad been felt in Scotland from the ed at the singular nature of the argiw 
state of the circulation, and there had ment of a noble earl (Limerick) ; for 
never been any complaint of it. The if it was true that Scotland had been 
jieople of Scotland were perfectly sa- benefited by her banking system, sure- 
tisfied with the present state of their ly the same thing could not be said of 
banking system, and their objection to Ireland ?* It was said by tlic Scotch,, 
any interference with it was universal. Keep your English systcun, and let 
^ Lord Melville said, that a great deal us have ours, under whtcli we have so 
of nifsapprebension prevailed in Scot- long Nourished ; or if you will nssimi- 
kind respecting the proposed measure, late, why not adopt the Scotch system 
It was true that the objection to ex- for England But the real question 
tending the prohibition to that coun- was, could Scotland, in commercial 
try was very general, but it was at the concerns, do unthout England ? (hear, 
same time perfectly well known that hear.) When distress occurred, would 
many well-informed persons in tluit the Scotch merchants find relief with- 
country differed in opinion on that out aiming to the Bank of England ? 

’ subject. Then, indeed, let them have their ou u 

The Earl of Limerick said, that a sj^stein. 
remedy should not be applied where After a few words from Lord Ellen- 
no disease existed. The very agita- borough, the motion was agreed to. 
tion of the subject had done great 

mischief in Ireland. The measure, as On Friday, May 2()th, the report of 
iipplied to Ireland and Scotland, must the committee appointed to inquire 
be differently viewed. In Scotland into the expediency of altering tlie 
not a sovereign was to be seen ; but in state of the currency in Scotland and 
Iveland the circulation stood on what Ireland having been laid on tlie table, 
was admitted to be a solid foumlation, The Earl of Caernarvon complained 
as the paper money was convertible on that tiie measures brought forward by 
demand into gold. government on this subject with rc- 

The earl of Lauderdale observed that spect to England, liad been passed 
the opinion of the people of Scotland without any inquiry. In the case of 
was unanimous against the measure. — Scotland and Ireland, inquiry had been 
It seemed to be supposed that the instituted, and what was the result ? 
Scotch bankers had a particular ad- l>id it bear out the })rincif)les of the 
vantage in the system tnat existed in noble carl ? Quite the reverse : and lie 
that country. Unquestionably men was satisfied that if inquiry Iiad taken 
w^oold^t employ their capital in trade place into their expediency, as regard- 
hut witti a view of deriving profit from od this country also, the result would 
it¥ It was clear, however, that the have been the same. 

^tcli bankers would have more profit The Earl of Liverpool.-— The com- 
if they were to follow the English mittee had reported that it was incx- 
mode of doing business, and give no pedient to auopt measures, this ses- 
ifiterest to their customers ; these sioii, with fpgard to Scotland and Ire- 
hankers would, therefore, have an in- land, on acco'nnt of cinm instances jkj- 
terest in the alteration firoposed by the culiar to those countries, if, however, 
noble carl. If? therefore, they joined a paper circulation could be safely ^ 
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niaititained in Scotland and Ireland, 
it because they had a metallic cir- 
•ciilatum ill England* The safety of a 
small-note circulation in those coun- 
tries grew out of the state of the cur- 
rency in England, which governed the 
exchanges in every parUof the British 
empire. 

In the H(]|i9e of Commof^ on the 
name day, on the report of the Select 
Committee on the Banking System of 
Scotland being brought up, 

Mr Tierney rose The House will 
bear in mind, tliat in the King's Speech 
we were desired to take such steps as 
would place the currency of the coun- 
try on a more solid and permanent foot- 
ing ; measures were m consequence 
brought forward by ministers. The 
remedy proposed for the aid of our 
trading was— to get rid, within a li- 
mited period, of all the one and two- 
pound notes now and then in circula- 
.tion. It was also mentioned, that that 
by itself would not be a sufficient re- 
medy ; and it was therefore suggested 
that, with the concurrence of the Bank 
^ England, branches of that esta- 
blishment should be formed in other 
parts of the kingdom ; and further, 
that it should part with a portion of 
its exclusive privilege, and that a law 
^should be passed enabling more than 
six |)crsons to join in speculations of 
the kind. Nothing could equal the 
vigour with which Lord Liverpool set 
out ; not a moment was to be lost, and 
the haste was so extreme, that all was 
to be done without the slightest in- 
quiry. The next step was, the bring- 
ing in a bill to prevent the issue of one 
,and two-pound notes, after some day in 
April, 1829, three yeai‘8 from the time 
when the proposition was made. Ujwn 
that measure a great variety of opi- 
nions prevailed ; for my own part, I 
conceived that ministers yere acting 
upon a sound system, and I therefore 
^ye them all the support in my 


power. All went on smoothly until it 
was suggested, that an exception 
should made respecting the issue of 
one and two-pound notes in favour of 
the Bank of England. It could not 
be listened to for a moment : the minds 
of ministers were made up ; their ob- 
jections were irresistible ; yet within 
one little week they gave way. This 
was the first indication that their va- 
lour was beginning to ooze out. Ne- 
vertheless, I continued to give them 
my support ; and if the directors of 
the Bank of England meant, really, 
and dona Jide^ only to issue such a 
number of notes as w*ould supply tlie 
deficiency that might be occasioned by 
the sudden abridgement of the circula- 
tion of country l^nks, there would not 
have been much to object to. But I 
was satisfied that this would not be 
the case ; for the principle always up- 
permost in their minds has been push- 
ing out their paper to the very utmost 
extent. But tills suggestion having 
been adopted, one great advantage of 
the system has been done away. We 
went on with the bill extremely well, 
until we came to Scotland. I really 
believe, that since the Rebellion of 
1745 , such a combustion has not been 
produced in that country as was raised 
the moment that it was known that 
some plan was projected for altering 
the paper system there. Nothing, I 
must own, ever surprised me more 
than what I myself witnessed. When 
the measure of restriction was first in- 
troduced, all the members for Scotland, 
with one voice, hailed it as wise, pru- 
dent, and beneficial : out ©f the whole 
45, 1 believe there M^as but l|^ single 
exception (Mr Hume), who voted 
against it. Nothing could equal the 
zeal of the Scotch gentlemen in 
supporting it, excepting, perhaps, 
the firmness, I had almost said the 
menace, with which they afterwards 
united to resist it. They found it 
was not relished in the north,* and 
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wlieu it came home to their own doors, 
—when tliey discovered that the pro- 
pose change in the currency of Scot- 
would put them and their seats 
in jeopardy, they turned round with- 
out the slightest hesitation, for^t or 
d?srcgai*ded all that they had before 
said or done, and joined their voices 
to the general cry against the altera* 
tion. The effect was magical — such 
as he, a plain man, had no powers of 
eloquence to describe. The Great 
Unknown’s well-known picture of a 
gathering" — an arrangement in 
which, by the exertions of a single 
man, speeding from house to house 
with a signal, a whole clan is muster- 
‘ ed, and every individual is at his post 
in half an hour — is the only recorded 
process, the effect of which seems at 
all to approach it. Petitions were 
poured in from all parts of Scotland, 
and a greater hubbub was excited than 
I can recollect for many, many years. 
Nevertheless, I did hope that ministers 
were acting ui>on a matured and set- 
tled system ; and one of my complaints 
is, that I have been disappointed. Is 
there any man who hears me, who is 
not astonished, after all that has been 
said ond done, to find, that tlie last 
act of nearly the last day of the ses- 
sion, has been to produce a report, the 
substance of wliidh is to recognise the 
right of allowing the existence in Scot- 
land of a princi])Ie totally different 
from that which governs us here ? It 
'Beems to have been thought that the 
i|«spectability of the character of the 
' Sc^h bankers, their prudent manage- 
ment, and their tried integrity, cover- 
ed them with a degree of sanctity 
which rendered it almost impiety to 
touch them. In England, however, 
without investigation, that has been 
*4one at once, by the strong arm of 
the law. When wc came to deal Muth 
Scotland, I was told that wc were all 
wrong in principle— that what was to 
law for ofie country ought not to 


be law for anotlier— that she had a 
right to her paper currency, and 
might maintain it even by dint of me- 
nace and intimidation. The ground 
on which the exception of Scotland 
rests, is this : That she has acted for 
a long scries 'Of years on a system of 
excluding the precious metals; jthat 
no inconvenience has resulted from 
this exclusion ; on the contrary, Suit 
her manufactures and commerce have 
been greatly benefited by it. 1 hope 
I state it fairly, and I am sure I mean 
to do so. As to the long continuance 
of the system, I do not think that is 
any very powerful argument. Scot- 
land is no longer what Scotland was. 
What it might be proper to connive 
at in a ])oor and rising country, :s not 
to be borne when that country has 
advanced to wealth and pow cr ec]ual, 
or nearly equal, to our own. Former- 
ly, every assistance that could be given 
to Scotland was important ; but now 
(and I say it with heartfelt satisfiu> 
tion) I do not know a country in the 
world, which, in the same number of 
years, not more than thirty, has made 
such rapid and vigorous strides to- 
wards wealth and prosperity. I al- 
ways feel everything that belongs to 
the prosperity of Scotland, as part of 
the prosperity of England ; but, then, 
I hope the Scotch gentlemen will al- 
low that danger to England ought at 
least to meet with sympathy in Scot- 
land. This is not too much to ask, 
even from the natives of the NortJh. 
What I maintain is this,— that wliat 
might be necessary to Scotland for- 
merly, is not necessary now. She has 
not only enjoyed the benefit of the 
banking system, which I will cxplaifi 
a little by and by, but other advan- 
tages, whidi have showered into hei* 
lap wealth in greater quantities, and 
in a shorter time, than any other coutt' 
try ever cVperieiiced ; I allude to the 
wealth poured into Scotland from In- 
dia within the last thirty years. Let 
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me ask wlictlier tlic system of casli cre- 
dits or of banking coultl have done that 
for Scotland which India has accom- 
}iUshed for her ? I speak it highly to 
their honour ; but every Scotdi gen- 
tleman who went to India, on his return 
felt that h'ludablc affectlori for his own 
country which induced him to place 
tlierc the property he had realized. 
Tlie system^jof banking in Scotland is 
undoubtcflly one of extreme profit, and 
fcr this reason — the precious metals 
being excluded, paper only is issued 
and circulated ; while the whole spe- 
cie capital of the bankers is employed 
in London, obtaining at least the or- 
dinary rate of interest ; therefore, all 
that is done in Scotland in the way of 
banking, is sheer gain. No doubt, if 
I were a Scotch banker, I should be 
very anxious to support that which 
was to me such an abundant source of 
wealth ; and I do not aflfect to blame 
them. The system of paper circula- 
tion originates in cash credits. Cash 
credits, I may explain thus : If a man 
Ikj beginning the world as a trades- 
man, it must naturally be thought a 
gi’cat advantage for him to have at 
some banker's, we will sjiy 100/., which 
he could apply when he wanted it. 
But there is a second advantage in the 
system :~the tradesman may at any- 
time pay back any part of the sum 
ilms ^vanced to him, and the inter- 
est charged for the remainder wdiich 
he retains in his hands, is directly re- 
duced. In order to accomplish this 
object, and to keep up this system, 
the exclusion of all coin became ne- 
cessary ; that is the principle on w^hich 
it is founded. I have no right to 
find fault with this system, but I do 
say, that in countenancing Scotland 
by supporting it, ministers arc acting 
more directly in the teeth of tliclr own 
principle, than I should have suppo- 
seil it possible even for thoiii to do. 
Scotland bofists that she has devised 
theso casli credits, the effect of whicli 


is altogether to exclude from cir- 
culation. If the evidence be correct, 
she has most effectually succeeded; 
for it shows that these cash credits 
amount to not less than six millions ; 
some witnesses state it at seven or 
eight millions, but it may be very 
fairly taken at six. The other parts 
of banking in Scotland are the same 
as in England, excepting that those 
who make deposits are allowed in the 
former some greater advantages : one 
is, that they give 4 per cent to those 
who lodge money with them, and 
charge 5 per cent for the mlvances 
they make. No doubt this system 
must be a great advantage to those 
who reside in Scotland, but give me 
leave to ask, whether there is any rea- 
son why those who reside in Scotland 
should possess it ? While thus an ex- 
travagant advantage is given to Scot- 
land, the rest of the country arc se- 
vere losers. As I before remarked, 
this might be all very well while 
Scotland was a poor country; but 
Scotland is now rich and powerful, 
and why is a gentleman of tuBt coun- 
try of 2000/. a-year, to possess these 
advantages, and to secure 4 per 
cent by cash creilits, to his depend- 
ents and connexions in all their rami- 
fications, to the exclusion and disad- 
vantJige of England.^ 1 can see no 
reason for it, and I deny that in Eng- 
land the same may not be done ; in- . 
deed, I was surprised to find, what I 
did not know until this day, that cash 
credits do exist in some of the most 
respectable country banks in Eng- 
land. I am told that nothing is now 
more usual. Can any man as- 
sign a single reason why Scotland is 
to be so iieculiarly favoured ? This 
cannot be called acting on a sys- 
tem ; it may be right, or it may be 
wrong; but no man can deny that 
Lord Liverpool is blowing liot and 
cold, when he pretends to put the eiir- 
reney of tin* empire on ;i solid and se- 
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cmc basis, and yet docs Jill in bis poir- 
or to make that basis, in Scotland, un- 
srdid and insecure. I dare say, when 
the report comes to be read, it will be 
found fairly drawn up ; but I will ven- 
ture to saj% that it contains materials 
for a manifesto in favour of a paper 
currency, from one end of the king- 
dom to the other. No more effectual 
method can be taken than by the pub- 
lication of all the evidence. Minis- 
ters lay it down for a rule that there 
is nothing so good as gold ; but, read 
the report, and the world will be sa- 
tisfied that there is nothing so good 
as paper. Paj>or against gold, and 
gold against paper, will flourish on 
liundi'eds of title-pages, and happy 
the man who never reads a line fur- 
ther. After being driven and goad- 
ed into a metallic currency in fact, we 
are to be told at last in w’ords that 
we ought, for all purposes of profit 
and convenience, to prefer paper. And 
then I ask, w'hether, if the Bank of 
England docs not continue to issue 
small notes, while such notes are al- 
lowed to be freely issued in Scotland, 
WT can go on for two years together ? 
I hold it to be utterly impossible that 
we can ; and the result will lie, not 
that Scotland shall be assimilated to 
England, but that England shall be 
assimilated to Scotland. The forty- 
five gentlemen of the north will after 
this find a great number of coadjutors. 
The English country gentlemen will 
say, “ Why do you refuse to us the 
same advantages which you allow to 
the gentlemen of Scotland?** — and 
what answer can we give to that? 

YoiT see,’* they will say, how 
Scotland is flourishing under the small 
note system, and why should w e not 
also have the benefit of small notes ?” 
It will be very diflicult to give a sound 
and rational answ'er to such expostu- 
lations. Ami then, suppose a war 
should arise, in what situation shall 
we then lie foipid ? The consequence 


will lie, that having done nothing in- 
the last years of peace for the arrange^ 
nient of our currency on a solid and 
secure foundation, we shall be com- 
pelled to engage in the w^ar with mr 
circulation in the utmost confusion ; 
and foreigners Hvi II look w ith contempt 
on our financial knowledge and regu- 
lations ; for foreigners undei*stand the 
state of our currency, perlrtps, in some 
instances, better than we do oursdres. 
Look at the condition of France in 
this particular — everytliing perfectly 
regular — the gold currency plentiful 
without excess — nothing doubtful—* 
the Bank accounts submitted to the 
public view without the least disguise ; 
and all this while we are involved in a 
series of vacillations, doubts, and dif- 
ficulties. It cannot be otherwise. Lord 
Liverpool ought to have known his 
grounds completely before he pi*o- 
posed any measures ; and having once 
taken his ground, he ouglit to have 
held it firmly. Give me the minister 
who will never introduce his measures 
rashly ; and w^hen he has once intro- 
duced them, will stand by them with** 
out flinching. Here nothing was set- 
tled ill time with the Bank, and a 
great deal of stpiabbling took place, 
till, at last, it was agreed upon that 
there should be one branch bank at 
Gloucester. Then came the plan for 
giving an additional number of part- 
ners to the country banks. But here 
again occurs another instance of negli- 
gence and carelessness; for the law 
which passed on this subject contains 
a proviso, that none of the notes or 
bills of the country banks below 50 /. 
shall be payable in i^ondon — a rcgtila*- 
tion which, if carried into strict ef- 
fect, would render the })ermisslon to 
form these joint-stock companies per- 
fectly nugatory. Why did not Lord 
Liverpool and the bankers settle this 
matter before the measure was pro- 
posed to Parliament? After the act 
w'as a month old, several meetings 
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Avere anti sevcfral iliscussion^ 
took place^ upon which it was at 
length discovered that the provision 
ill question might be evaded. So 
that> after the act had passed, one of 
the principal objects of the minister 
Avas to show how it mi^t be evaded. 
The law, it was found, could never 
jinswer, unless some mode of evading 
it could be discovered ; and the whole 
utility of the Jaw was grounded upon 
this evasion. See, then, the result of 
this grand system ; and observe how 
it applies in the different portions of 
the empire. In the course of three 
years England is to have a metallic 
currency, and no small notes ; Scot- 
land is to have her small notes, and 
of course, ng metallic currency. I 
am now speaking of myself, and for 
myself. 1 am merely stating my own 
opinion, I attack none for the pre- 
•sent. I do not mean at this time to 
impute blame to any particular indi- 
vidual. But I thought the ministry 
were acting upon one entire, sound, 
and solid system, which would apply 
to every portion of the empire. I 
now find that I was wrong. After 
having boldly come down to Parlia- 
ment with a particular measure on 
one of the most important subjects 
that could occupy the attention of 
Parliament— -they yielded, wavered, 
and vacillated, and contrived to frit- 
ter away and almost destroy their 
own system. Owing to the clamour 
made by the Scotch, the ministers 
thought it not inconsistent in them 
to change their mode of proceeding. 
All previous inquiry was denied in 
the case of England ; but a commit- 
tee of inquiry was agreed to as far as 
iegm*ded Scotland. I wish the mea- 
sure bad been brought forward with 
less raslmess; and had been more 
firmly followed up. But liberavi ani- 
mam meavi* 

Mr Peel.— I cannot help being 
very much surprised that the right 


hon, gentleman shotdd have thought 
it right to make so severe a speech 
founded upon a Report wliich is not 
yet on the table of the House. We 
of the committee did most anxio^nsly 
apply ourselves to the subject. Wi? 
have not been sparing cither of our 
exertions or our time ; and sat so late, 
that we had barely an opportunity to 
consider and make up our Report bci!^ 
fore the termination of the session. 
This, I will say, that I never sat upon 
a committee where every one appear- 
ed more anxious to do his duty. The 
right hon. gentleman says, that we 
declared our resolution to adopt and 
adhere to a general system applicable 
to all parts of the empire ; and that 
we have abandoned that system— I 
deny botli propositions. There has 
been no declaration by the ministers, 
that the system must necessarily be 
extended to Scotland. Let it be con- 
sidered, that when the system comes 
into operation with respect to Eng- 
land, it will be the very same system 
which existed here for a long timq 
up to the year 1797. For a very long 
period before 1797, England had, 
practically, a metallic currency ; and 
for twenty years before that time, th^ 
law was, that no bank notes should 
circulate under the value of 5L But, 
during the whole of that period, con- 
currently with the metallic circula- 
tion of England, the small notes cir- 
culated in Scotland. In 1810, as i$ 
well known, a committee was apr 
pointed to examine into the state of 
the currency, and the conclusion to 
which that committee came, was, 
that cash payments ought to be te^ 
sumed withiu two years from thaj 
period ; but it was never said, nof 
contemplated, tliat the circulation of 
small notes in Scotland ought to be 
abolished. Another committee was 
appointed in 1819; but it intimated 
no condemnation of the small notes 
in Scotland. And, observe, this was 
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no laches^m negligence in us, for we 
had evidence before us, taken with 
reference to the circulation oF small 
notes in Scotland. But we did not 
Am think it essential to our princi* 
pie, that its operations should be ex- 
tended to Scotland. So, in the mea- 
sures in contemplation in 1823-4, it 
was never mentioned that any altera- 
tion ought to be made in the curren- 
cy of Scotland. Why, then, does 
the right hon. gentleman say, that we 
had declared that our system ought 
necessarily to be extended to Scot- 
land ? I have no hesitation in stating, 
that my own feeling was, thst it 
should be so extended. But then, as 
we had no previous inquiry directed 
to the consideration of the state of 
the currency of Scotland, we said, 
by all means let us have a previous 
inquiry.*' The right hon. gentleman 
says, that my Lord Liverpool ought 
to have made up his mind on the sub- 
ject before he came down to parlia- 
ment to propose this system for the 
adoption of the legislature. Why, it 
Wlong since my Lord Liverpool has 
made up. his mind on the subject. 
Even while Mr Vansittart was Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, he had con- 
templated the plan of taking securi- 
ties from the country banks for their 
issues. The inquiry proceeded on 
the advice given by tne right hon. 
gentleman in 1819. Why, then, in 
that instance, we acted on the advice 
of the right hon. gentleman, and yet 
the right hon. gentleman now objects 
to the very course which he himself 
had formerly so strongly recommend- 
ed. now come to the consideration 
of the conclusions to which the com- 
mittee have come, as stated in their 
report ; and as to these, I say, let the 
House suspend their judgment until 
they have an opportunity of ascer- 
taining what they arc, and upon what 
evidence they aic founded. 'J'his is 
the first committer: lx* it remember- 


ed, which has be^n appointed for 
exclusive purpose of considering tlie 
state of the Scotch currency. I freely 
confess, that if we had sujBTered our 
opinions to be determined merely by 
general reasoning, the committee 
would most ' probably have reported 
that the system of metallic currency 
ought to be extended to SeotlaniL 
But, when I heard and conmdered 
the evidence, I have no hesitation in 
admitting, that my opinion was, to 
a certain degree, changed; and 1 
thought, upon the whole, that, under 
existing circumstances, a further trial 
should be made, whether a small note 
currency could exist in Scotland, in 
conjunction with a metallic currency 
in England. We go no further than 
to say, that the experiment ought to 
be tried ; but whether, under the very 
altered circumstances of Scotland, it 
will succeed, is quite another ques- 
tion. The right hon. gentleman tiim- 
self, says, that the circumstances of 
Scotland are now changed. Why, that 
is just what we say* But still, as the 
evidence of past experience was in 
favour of the hypothesis of those who 
imagined that no inconvenience would 
arise from the existence of a metallic 
currency in the one country, and a 
paper one in Uie other, we tnought it 
prudent to recommend that the expe* 
riment should still be tried. Now, 
upon the view of the case, as we have 
it under our eyes at this moment, is 
it expedient to make any alteration 
in the currency of Scotland, without 
some further trial? The universal 
impression in that country is, that 
they ought to be allowed to continue 
their present banking system, and 
their issues of small notes. If I bad 
been clearly of opinion, that at this 
moment it would be for the best in- 
terests (xf the empire at large that the 
metallic, currency should be intro- 
ducetl into Scotland at the same time 
at which it was establislud in Eng* 
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have disregarded that 
ittij^CBsion, and tlie elaiwouts that re- 
Sdtted frem it But tlicn, having gone 
nito an inquiry, and the evidence be- 
ing contrary to my first impressions, 
I thongiit mysell^ for^ the present, 
bound by that evidence. Then, as 
to the country banks of England, as 
compared Avith the Scottish banks, I 
certainly ha^c no hesitation in saying, 
that the country bankers of Englana 
are, as a body, among the most re- 
spectable classes of the community. 
But 1 say, that it is infinitely better 
for the bankers themselves, that a 
state of things should be abolished, 
which enables a few so to misconduct 
themselves, as to taint the whole 
body with stispicion. 'J1ien look at 
the state of the returns before Parlia- 
ment, with reference to the solvency 
and solidity of the Scotch banks, as 
compared with those of England 
since 181(). Sijice that period, there 
appears to have been one Scotch 
bank, which sued out a sequestration 
under the Scotch bankrupt laws. 
During the same period, the number 
of English country banks, against 
whom commissions of bankruptcy have 
been sued out, is 158. There had 
been no evidence to show that the tw^o 
systems of currency w^ould necessa- 
rily derange each other's operation. 
I'hc great objection to a system of 
paper currency wa.s, that though it 
did well enough for fair weather, it 
Was not fitted for times of panic and 
danger. The answer of Scotland was, 
that for a hundred years, during 
which their present system had exist- 
ed, no practical evils had occurred in 
that country in Consequence of the 
state of the currency. , During that 
period the people of Scotland had bad 
a change of dynasty, and undergone 
the misfortunes 'arising from two re- 
bellions. When mercantile' credit had 
been convulsed in England, it had re- 
mained unshaken in Scotland, These 
voj^. XIX. ;v\irr i. 


were surely strong reasons for leavihg 
the system untouched, at least For the 
present. But the chief grcuind on 
which its defence rested was the sys- 
tem of cash credits. The business of 
Scotch banking is conducted by about 
30 establishments. Tliere are three 
charter banks, and twenty-seven or 
twenty-eight others, with branche.s 
extending into the remotest parts of 
the country. Though these brandie.s 
might not at their first institution pay 
the expenses attendant upon their 
establishment, yet, by the improve- 
ments they introduced into trade rmd 
agticulture, they, generally, soon be- 
came profitable. Tlie witnesses who 
were examined before the committee 
agreed in stating, that it was their 
undoubted conviction that if the cir- 
culation of notes below 1^.5 was abo- 
lished, there would be no longer any 
motive for establishing these branch 
banks in the distant and least im- 
proved parts of the country. What 
object, for example, could a banker 
have in incurring the expense of in- 
stituting a branch of his establishment 
in the Highlands, if he was restricted 
from issuing small notes ? Certainly 
he could have none, as that was the 
principal source of profit from whicli 
he expected remuneration. During 
the inquiry, the committee had deem- 
ed it necessary to obtain a total re^ 
turn of the paper circulation of Scot- 
land, for the purpose of comparing \\ 
with that of England. In 1819, when 
the committee on the resumption ol 
cash payments was sitting, it was cal- 
culiyted that the total amount cir- 
culation in this country was 40 rnih 
lions. I’he circulation of the Bank 
of England was ascertained by the 
returns it had made to Parliament. 
Let the House now attend to the 
comparison of the proportion between 
the total amount of the currency of 
this country, and tliat part of it which 
eon^sisted of notes below L,5. The 
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latter, certainly, is not much more 
than a sixth — perhaps only a tenth. 
But how stands the proportion in 
Scotland, between the total amount 
of the circulation and the small notes? 
The total amount of the paper cur- 
rency of Scotland is L.3, 300,000, and 
there is scarcely any gold. It ap- 
pears, that of the whole, upwards of 
two millions consist of notes below 
L.5. In the case of Scotland, there- 
fore, the proportion of small notes is 
two-tliirds of the whole circulation. 
I am afraid that it is impossible to 
pass a law doing away at once with 
two- thirds of the circulation of Sdbt- 
land. 1 feel very sorry that the re- 
port has not met with the approbation 
of the right bon, gentleman ; (Mr 
Tierney ; ) but I declare that, eitiicr 
as a minister or as a member of this 
House, I have never done an act with 
which I am more satisfied than the 
|)resentation of that report. 

Mr Abercrombie said, that he W'cnt 
into the committee with a full per- 
suasion of the extreme absurdity of 
having one set of principles regarding 
the currency for England, and ano- 
ther for Scotland, and he had heard 
nothing in the coarse of the inquiry 
that had altered his opinion. Every 
position in the report was in favour 
of the general principles the House 
had adopted for this country. If the 
currency of Scotland were left in its 
preseiit state, there would be an ex- 
cessive issue of paper in that country, 
and the whole burden of keeping up 
the supply, of gold would be cast on 
the bankers of England^ If the same 
indulgence had been extende<J to 
them that the Scotch bankers bad 
received, a very different result would 
have ensued. A striking fallacy in 
the speech of the right hon. gentle- 
man (Mr Peel) was, that lie said there 
had been no distress at any time du- 
ring the last century in Scotland. No 
mistake could be greater. There had 


been a recurrence of public calamities 
quite as often as in this country. The 
solidity of the Scotch banks, in con- 
sequence of the great number of part- 
ners in them, was a reason why, 
above all others, they ought to be 
put under restraint as to the issue of 
their notes. By dividing the respon- 
sibility among so rnany individuals, 
the temptation to ov<A'-issue was 
greatly increased. The people of 
Scotland had suffered as much as any 
people from excess of paper. Prices 
had been raised, and the labourer was 
mulcted of his w^lges by the over- 
issues of the Scotch bunks. Another 
objection he liad to the* report was, 
that it recommended a measure w hich 
had never before been heard of — the 
exclusion of Scotcli notes from circu- 
lation in England ; and that by a pe- 
nalty against bringing them over an 
imaginary boundary. Ifsucli a law 
were passed, it would be the most 
vicious, odious, and detestable in prin- 
ciple, that had ever received the 
sanction of Parliament, fhe only 
offence to which this new crime was 
analogous was that of smuggling. 
The smuggler at least cheated the 
Exchequer ; but the introducer of* a 
Scotcli note would be guilty of fraud 
against nobody. 

Mr J. P. (rrant denied that it was 
at all necessary, either from }iast ex- 
pci'ience or present emergency, that 
the currency of Scotland should be 
on a similar footing with that of Eng- 
land. The result of the inquiry coii- 
vinced him, that it would be both un- 
just and injurious to interfere with a 
system which was found to work so 
well, and had given so much satisfac- 
tion. 

Sir M. W. Ridley demanded an 
inquiry on the part of the country 
bankers, and he was confident, if it 
was granted, that it would be found 
no well conducted bank in England 
was different from anv welUcouducted 
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bank in Scotland. One tiling was 
certain, that nothing could be done 
to prevent the paper of Scotland 
from passing farther than the bounds 
of that country. In 1797, there were 
60 or 70,000/. of Scotcli. notes in cir* 
eolation in England. 

Mp H. Gurney said, that if any 
new system were adopted Y^ith re- 
spect to Scotland, distress and ruin, 
he was convinced, would follow. The 
exchange on London had the effect 
of keeping down an over-issue of 
Scotch paper : so that there was no 
danger to be apprehended in that re* 
spect. 

Mr T. Wilson said, that by the ex- 
emption of Scotland from the ^ steni 
which was to prevail in England, an 
undue commercial and agricultural 
advantage was given to the one coun- 
try whicli was (lenied to the other; 
and this was the infliction of injustice. 

Mr AldcTuiati lleygate thought, 
that tlie only difference between the 
English and Scotch system was, tliat 
the latter afforded, from its nature, 
a superior security. Why not, then, 
have adopted the better plan in Eng- 
land.? Why not have established 
chartered banks, and required go- 
vernment security from those who is- 
sued 1/. notes? With some modifi- 
cation of the principle, there was no 
bhiglish banker who would object to 
such a system of security. 

Mr Ellis said, that precisely upon 
the same ground that the commit- 
tee had excepted Scotland from the 
operation of the general system, 
he could have produced abundant 
evidence to except several of the 
counties of England. In fact, the 
distinction now sought to be esta- 
blished for Scotland respecting the 
currency, was just as rational, as if 
they were to introduce one Corn-bill 
for Ireland, another for Scotlftnd, and 
a third for England, 

After a few words from Mr Cripps 


and Mr Maxwell, the report Wiis or- 
dered to be printed. 

[It only remains to be noticed tliat 
both the Promissory notes and Bank 
Charter-bills received the royal assent. 

As a subject closely connected 
with the convulsions of the money- 
market, we proceed to notice a re- 
newed attempt made by Mr Sergeant 
Onslow to procure a repeal of the 
usury laws.] 

In the House of Commons, on 
Wednesday, E'eb. 15, Mr Sergeant 
Onslow rose to move for leave to 
bring in a bill to repeal the usury 
laws. He must, however, express 
his regret, that the House rejected 
his bill last session, because, had they 
taken a different course, and allowed 
it to pass into a law, the laic panic’ 
and all its attendant and still attend- 
ing distresses would have been much 
mitigated, and in some of the great 
manufacturing districts many diflicul- 
tics would have been removed which 
were now severely felt. He could 
prove that, in many instances, more 
than 100 per cent had been given for 
money in the city of London, not- 
withstanding, and in consequence of 
the usury laws. 

Mr Davenport renewed his oppo- 
sition to this measure, and would* 
continue to resist it so long as he had 
a scat in that House. His firm belief 
was, that nothing could be devised 
more mischievous for the landed in- 
terest j it would necessarily disturb 
the vrhole mortgage system, affeef^he 
property of the kingdom, and substi- 
tute a wild plan of theory in the room 
of useful practical experience. He 
called upon government to take a part 
in stopping the eagerness for intro- 
ducing such bills, and to look to 
themselves in time, before a perse- 
verance in error brought min upon 
the country. 
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Mr Bright was glad that the hili 
was thus early opposed. It was es- 

S sntial that the country gentlemen 
lould not be year after year agitated 
\n their minds, and more particularly 
at a time when they ought to be kept 
at ease. He condemned in the strong- 
est manner the re-introduction of 
such a bill as that now submitted for 
their consideration ; it could be pro- 
ductive of no good, and would dis- 
turb existing arrangements. 

Mr Irving thought, that had this 
bill been in operation during the late 
crisis in the money-market, the heavy 
sacrifices made by individuals would 
have been lighter than they unfortu- 
nately had been, and they would not 
have heard of such enormous sums 
lost in the attempt to maintain the 
credit of individuals. He thought, 
that in place of the present crisis be- 
ing unfavourable to the introduction 
of such a bill, it was rather in favour 
of its wisdom, justice, and policy. At 
all events, he trusted the House 
would not take a stand against the 
bill in this early stage. 

Mr Bennett said, that from a per- 
suasion that money would be easier 
obtained, and on clieaper terms, after 
this bill should pass, than it had been 
hitherto, he sliould now, as he had 
done on former occasions, support 
the measure. 

Mr Sykes said, that it was most un- 
accountable that gentlemen should 
think the bill would act against the 
landed interest. What was tlic situ- 
ation of that interest at this moment ? 
ByJ;tw they were interdicted from 
paying more than 5 per cent interest 
for money ; but in point of fact the 
law was frequently evaded by resort- 
ing to the ruinous system of annui- 
ties,~a system which had brought 
Berne of the noblest estates in this 
country into complete dilapidation, 
lie supported this bill, because he 
thought that, so far from prejudicing 


the interest of landed proprietors, it 
would greatly serve them, and Ua 
found most advantageous to their 
money concerns. All other commo- 
dities (for money was only a commo- 
dity) were open to the competition 
of individuals, and there ought not ia 
be an exception for money. On the 
whole, he wished to see the subject 
in the hands of ministers, and tlieu 
to have it fully considered by the 
House. 

Mr R. Cordon said, that the land- 
ed interest did not stand in need of 
the suggestions of the honourable 
member ( Mr Sykes). He condemn- 
ed the honourable gentleman’s avidity 
to assist the interests of the land- 
ed gentlemen with theories ; it 
would be better to allow tlie country 
gentlemen to take care of themselves, 
for surely tliey ought to be the best 
judges of what suited their own ai- 
fairs. 

Mr Wodehouse w'as decidedly oii- 
posed to the bill, because he thought 
it impossible to calculate the etlecl it 
might have upon the landed inte« 
rests. 

Colonel Davies thought, that a pro- 
vision might be introduced in thi^ 
bill, to exempt the country gentlemen 
from its operation. They might still 
he permitted to pay 13 or 14 per cent 
upon mortgages ; but surely the tra- 
ding classesmight be permitted to bor- 
row money on such terms as they 
thought more conducive to their in- 
terests, than was permitted as the law' 
now stood. 

Mr Monck was strongly opposed to 
the principle of the usury Jaws ; they 
tied up the bands of the borrower pf 
money, although they allowed the 
sacrifice of a man’s goods at any rate 
be could sell them, for the supply of 
his necessities. Traders and country 
gentlemen might be very differently 
situated in their relative circum- 
stances, and what would do very widl^ 
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for the one, might be very disadvan- 
tageous to the other. Mortgages upon 
land were in general given for a long 
run of years, but a trader's pecuniary 
wants might be only for a short time, " 
and would therefore justify his paying 
a different price for the« accommoda- 
tion. One common measure for credit 
and security was inapplicable. The 
man who coi^ld give the coll^^teral se- 
curity of land in his bargain, ought 
to have money on better tei'ms than 
the borrower who had only his per- 
sonal security to offer. As to the time 
of introducing this bill, he thought it 
rather favourable than otherwise ; for 
the late crisis had thrown great light 
upon the subject. 

Mr John Smith could state of his 
own personal knowledge, that during 
the panic in the money-market last 
December, enormous sums had been 
paid for {)ecuniary Joans ; indeed, he 
knew an instance, in which for a very 
large sum no less than from 74? to 76 
per cent had been paid. This of 
^•(»urse had been done by a bargain in 
selling out stock for money. What, 
then, must be the state of the law, 
when such things could be done in 
spite of its penalties ? In fact, if a 
tnan wanted money, he would make 
his own terms for obtaining it. 

Mr Wynn supported the motion ; 
and, in so doing, he felt, that instead 
of injuriously interfering with the 
lauded interest, he was conferring a 
great boon upon that body. He had 
known many instances of the bad ef- 
fects of the usury laws, and patticular- 
ly one about ten years ago, when a 
person possessing one of the largest 
landed properties in the country had 
a mortgage which was standing for 
thirty years. The security was for 
4?0,000/., and 20,000/. had been paid 
off, when the remainder was called 
in : it was impossible, at the time, to 
get this sum at the usual rate of in- 
;lercst, and it was borrowed at 9 per 


cent by annuities. When the commit^ 
tee sat upon the usury laws, they had 
before them the evidence of eminent 
solicitors, who concurred in opinion 
that the landed interest would be be» 
nefited by the change. These usury 
laws were part of the old statute sys- 
tem, which foolishly sought to regu- 
late the prices of all commodities. 

Mr Calcraft would not pretend to 
say that casual instances of individual 
hardship had not occurred, but these 
could not be remedied by any altera- 
tion in the law ; nor, while govern- 
ment paid 6 per cent for money, 
cou^d the public borrow at less. His 
honourable friend (Mr J. Smith) 
had alluded to the enormous sums 
which had lately been paid in the city 
for pecuniary accommodation ; but 
this was in the gambling transactions 
of the Stock Exchange, where it was 
the daily practice to give and take in 
this illegal manner. This spirit of 
gambling there was no possibility of 
stopping; it must go on whatever 
was the 'state of the law, and like the 
games of hazard, rouge cl noiVy and 
faro, be carried on in defiance of every 
legal enactment. But gentlemen said, 
why should the trader be debarred of 
a benefit, merely because it was un- 
palatable to the country gentlemen > 
Well, then, let a bill be brought m to 
enable traders to borrow upon any 
terms they pleased, and not affecting 
the mortgages of the country. Then, 
if the trading-bill worked well, per- 
haps the landed interest would con- 
sent to participate in the experiment. 
At present, however, the 6nly result 
of such a bill as this would be gene- 
rally to increase the rate of interest. 
They were always told of the terrible 
operation of annuities, and spend- 
thrifts would still be fo^nd, even were 
this bill passed, to fly to annuitants to 
satisfy their cravings ; but the amount 
of annuities, as compared with mort- 
gages, was very small indeed ; they 
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were not in a greater proportion than 
as forty to one. So that, were they 
to legislate upon the notion winch 
some gentlemen entertained of the 
subject, they would be passing a law 
for the exception, and not for the rule. 
Were such a bill once passed, was it 
likely that the Bank would permit the 
1,200,000/. which they had now out 
at 4 per cent, to remain at that rate of 
intcrefet ? Every man who had money 
out upon mortgage would, in such a 
case, as a duty he owed his family, 
recall if, aiul demand better terms. It 
was a very impolitic stof) to bring for- 
ward ibis measure, when money mat- 
ters, so far as the interest of mortga- 
ges was concerned, were in a very sa- 
tisfactory state. 4' hose who were real- 
ly interested were perfectly satisfied 
with tlieir present condition ; and why, 
therefore, di^turl) it ? 

Mr Peel said, that his right honour- 
able friend (the (chancellor of the ICx- 
chequer) had been too much engaged 
iii most important matters connected 
with the state of the country, to allow 
him to give this subject that attention 
which it required, or to enable him at 
the present time to pronounce an opi- 
nion upon it. He hoped, therefore, 
that the learned gentleman would 
postpone the measure, — he did not 
mean for the session, but for a short 
period, — in order to allow time for 
its considtM*atioii. Upon the general 
principle of tlic usury laws as res inlc- 
he would not now say anything 
iurther than that, whether defensible 
or not, their operation had within the 
last three months been unfortunate. 

I«wive was then given to bring in 
liie bill : hut, at the recomuiondation 
•of the (diancelior of the Exclieqiicr 
/yVpril 17th) it was afterwards post- 
poned till next session. 

In our last volume we indulged in 
a few comments regarding llie causes 
Y>f the mania for speculation wliicli 


had distinguished the years 1824*5; 
and in which, we believed, partly ori- 
ginated the commercial distress which 
tlic country suffered. Between ^hat 
'mania and the system of English 
banking, we considered there was 
some existing connexion ; but wlie- 
tlier either of these' should bo assign- 
ed as the cause of the otlier, we did 
not, nor do we yet, pretend to detei'^ 
mine. We are now satisfied, however, 
that the speculative mania was fed and 
iiifiame<l, by the facility of obtaining 
paper-money — in other words, dis- 
counts, pro(*coding from the system of 
country hanking establishments ; and 
that hy a natural reaction, the above 
mania increased the prodigality, in 
discounting, of country iKiukers, and, 
in fact, drew them within its vor- 
tex, and made tlicm speculators, not 
only within hut beyond the proper li- 
mits of tlu'ir own business. Wo have 
no doubt whatever that tlie low rate 
of interest aKso greatly assisted the 
mania; and it is probable that the 
reduction of that rate proceeded not 
so much from a superabum lance of ca- 
pital ill the market, or any other cause 
which lias been assigned for it, as from 
the eagerness to discount of many of 
the bankers. 

Assuming, as the legislature seems 
to have clone, that the excessive issue 
of baiik-jiaper was the chief, though 
perhaps iiot the immediate cause of 
the existing commercial distress, we 
liavc still great dnohts whetlujr it, 
the legislature, jiroceeded ujion cor- 
rect principles, when it jirovided a 
corrc'ctive for the evil, by passing the 
act wbicli suppresses the circulation 
nf small notes. 

In the first place, we cannot help 
expressing our surprise at the anxiety 
whicli M^as manifested by men of all 
parties, — particularly by the Chan- 
cellor of ‘the Excliequer and Mr IVcl 
— by Mr^'i'ieriiey and Mr Brougham, 
—to nqect and rcjiiidiatc a doctrine 
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which, only a few years previously, 
hail been consecrated by almost una- 
nimous votes of both Houses of Par- 
liament, namely, that paper currency 
payable in gold, by law, on demand, 
could never exist in excess — a maxim, 
by the spirit of which it*was assumed, 
that the issuers of that paper were not 
only legally bound, but were always 
in a conditiijn to pay it on ^demand. 
Mr Brougham observed, that '^expe- 
rience alone had shaken his firm be- 
lief in that theory;'* while Mr Peel 
and others expressed their conviction, 
founded on experience, " that a me- 
tallic curr(*ncy and a ])aper currency 
could not exist together.** Were this 
supposed incompatibility of the two 
currencies a [act, it would prove little 
or noUiing; for still the question would 
remain behind, which of the two cur- 
rencies is the best ? But to the expe^ 
ricncc of Afr Brougham, Mr Peel, 
and the lest, (of the nature and extent 
of n Inch wt; profess our entire igno- 
rance,) we may be permitted to oppose 
the experience of Scotland, and of the 
United Slates of America; in which 
i'(niiitri(S, the banks there being 
bound to pay their paper in gold on 
demand, and being also on a proper 
footing ill respect of means and stabi- 
lity, paper ilifever did, and, it may be 
dt^rnonstrated, cannot, in the nature of 
tilings, exist in excess, and in which, to 
a certain extent, a metallic currency 
has always obtained along with one of 
paper. 


In the second place, we affirm, that 
in every commercial country where a 
system of cre<lit prevails, (and with- 
out credit, there can be little com- 
merce,) there will and must be a pa- 
per currency of one kind or other# 
If there be no bank notes, there will 
be a circulation of bills of exchange. 
In Lancashire, where there arc no 
banks which issue paper, and indeed 
through the whole manufacturing 
districts of the north of England, 
where there are few such banks, almost 
the entire circulation, except for wages 
and small retail business, consists of 
billj of exchange drawn by merchants 
or manufacturers u])on others, which 
pass from hand to hand like bank 
notes, and often through as many 
hands before they are withdrawn from 
circulation, as bank notes do before 
they are returned upon the banks 
which issue them. ^ The same sys- 
tem, it is well known, prevails, more 
or less, over the whole kingdom. 
then, bills of exchange everywhere, 
to a certain extent, and in the manu- 
facturing districts of the North of 
England, almost entirely, arc cnijdoy- 
ed as a circulating medium, in lieu of 
bank notes, it appears certain that, 
for transactions of any considerable 
amount, (unless the system of con- 
ducting business, especially selling 
upon credit, be entirely changed,) so 
far as the circulation of bank notes is 
suppressed, their place will be sup- 
plieil by bills of exchange. 


* In tlie evidence ot Lewis Lloyd, Esq. taken before the Lords’ Connnittcc on Scotch and 
Irish currency, the following, with regard to the currency of Lancashire, occurs : — 

“ Do tliosc bills of exchange circulate from hand to hand in Manchester? Yes; when a 
bill is drawn in favour of a manufacturer, he indorses it usually to the person to whom he 
pays it ; .and the person to whom he pays it, pays it again to another ; and it goes on often 
iW i1 is covcf'tui with ind-orsrvu’rits. 

“ So that, in fact, it forms a j)art of the circulating medium ? The principal part. 

‘‘ Have you not seen bills of ex/;hange of that nature, for the value of 10/. v/ith f fti/ or sixty 
names upon them / Yes ; with twice that number. 1 have seen slips of paper attached to a 
bill twi long as a sheet of paper *could go ; and when that was tilled, anodicr attached to 
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And tere the question occurs — 
Wliether is a circulation of bank notes, 
or one of bills of exchange, the best ? 
It will not be denied that a bank 
note and a bill of exchange, are essen- 
tially the same, the credit of the per- 
son who issues either being pleilgcd 
to its representing so much value, and 
its being convertible into that value ; 
and, tlierefore, tlie amounts of both in 
circulation, if e(iual, must equally, if 
they do at Jill, alte< t the prices of la- 
bour and commodities, and the rates of 
foreign exchange, two ])oinls much in- 
sisted upon by the oppcjsers of a paper 
currency. But in other respects, we 
ronceiv'e bank not<‘s to be by far tlie 
best of tluj two species of currency. 
I'hey are less liable to being forge<l 
than bills of exchange; and are not at 
all<?xposed, as bills of exebauge are, to 
l»eing challenged in courts of lav.', on 
aivomit of th(‘ onerosity of acceptance 
or indorsal ion, or on ac<‘<'uiit of tech* 
nimi irregularities in their negotiation. 
Ikisules, a properly constituted hank 
will issue its notes only to persons 
whose credit and ui(»ans are known to 
be unexceptionable ; <ni tlie <»tber 
hand, the merchant or manufacturer, 
too often, from an over-anxiety to get 
his goods olf his hand, is too little iu- 
<[uisitive as to the circumstances of 
ills customer who buys upon credit ; 
and as a premium for probable or pos- 
sille risks, makes an addition to tliQ 
pro])er price of his goods. That sales 
are very frecjucntly conducted under 
those circumstances, and upoii that 
(dan, is perfectly notorious; and, 
therefore, we (am perceive that a (‘ir- 
cul^on of bills of excdiange, were it 
entirely to suj)j>Iarit that of bank notes, 
would (!ome very injuriously to allect 
prices, and, }>y consequence, the rates 
of foreign exchange. 


In the third place, we would ob- 
serve that; even were we to think 
that the views entertained by the Le- 
gislature of the cause of the commer- 
cial distress are perfectly correct, we 
would still be of opinion, tliat by its 
act^ — for suppressing the small note 
circulation, it has provided a very nu- 
gatory remedy for the evil. Though 
speculators under the new law, can- 
not obtafn bank notes ui’ider 5/., may 
they not obtain notes at or above that 
sum upon credit? Few speculators, 
vve ap[>reheiid, at leiist such whose ex- 
travagance assisted in bringing dis- 
tress upon the commercial world, much 
more in afflicting it with a perfect 
tornado, ever resorted to the use of 
small notesin their transactions their 
transactions individually were much 
ab(»ve the value of a small note ; ami 
if they employed such notes in 
Us, it is clear that they could have 
got large notes of equal value with the 
same i'acility. What they might have 
done, they may yet do under the pre- 
sent law ; and, tlierefore, it seems to 
us undeniable, that the law, as a 
means of checking the spirit of spe(‘U- 
lution and overtrading, must be whol- 
ly inoperative. It is only doing jus- 
tice to Mr Hume to observe, that he, 
of all the members of the legislature, 
was tlie Old)' otic who se('med cognizant 
of this very obvious truth. 

There were members in both Houses 
who, in referring to the distress in 
which the failure of a banking esta- 
blishment involves tliosc of the work- 
ing classes, (by an aifectation of sen- 
timent they were on ail occasions d(‘- 
signated the poor working classes,) 
wdio are liolders of its small notes, 
attached to that circumstance such a 
disproportioned n eight, and so almost 
exclusively reasoned upon it, as to 


* The errr of the three hi&t yenrs consisted in 'loiibiin/ii' the circul.uion of the Muali 
tK»tes, and /rrh/hf^^- that of the 5/. not.'s ! 
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render it a substantive, and, in a 
great measure, an independent argu- 
ment. Now, though the circumstance 
may be made use of as an auxiliary 
argument, as an independent one, it 
goes for nothing. It greatly depends 
upon the primary questifiii, whicdi we 
conceive to be just as unsettled as 
ever — Is a currency in small notes in 
any degree necessary to the qominer- 
rial and manufacturing prosperity of 
the country ? Should that question l)e 
decided upon right principles in the 
alHnnative, tlicn it might follow that 
the injury iriHicted on commerce and 
manufactures, by the suppression of 
vsinall notes, is a national evil which 
would much exceed that of the occa- 
sional sufferings iiiliietedou the work- 
ingelasses by the failures of banks; and 
also, that such injury would drag in 
its train a greater amount of suffering 
to the working <*lasses themselves than 
t hey have been ewr exposed to from 
any incident connected with the small 
note system. 

The subject, as it concerns the 
working classes, appears to us to luive 
been altogether most crudely and has- 
tily considered. We conceive that 
the pictures of distress caused to those 
classes )jy tlie failures of banks, with 
which the newspaiters occasionally 
harrow the imagination, are grossly 
exaggerated. Jt must be a very small 
proportion of those classes, Mdio arc in 
possession of the smallest amount ot 
bank notes. And as t(» the savings 
of the few wlio do save, we suspect 
they either take the form of large 
notes, or are invested in saving banks. 
Hut further, it must be admitted, that 
the distress caused by an occasional 
nolitary bank failure, is not a case 
whicli warrants a legislative iiiter- 
fereiice with the national currency. 
The honourable persons who made 
use (»f the argument to which we have 
been adverting, miisf havd <-(mteiu- 
plat(Ml the case of an extensive crash 


of country banks— of the simultaneous 
breaking down of forty, sixty, eighty, 
or an hundred of them. Such a ca- 
tastrophe, if not caused by a general 
derangement of manufactures and 
commerce, must necessarily and in- 
stantaneously produce such a derange- 
ment, in which case the working 
classes, like their betters, will doubt- 
less suffer severely ; and in the sum 
total of their distress, whicli includes 
a partial, if not an entire deprivation 
of employment, the loss of the few 
small notes of insolvent banks which 
they may have among them, will form 
a very contemptible item. 

With regard to the merits of a pa- 
per currency generally, we would oli- 
serve, that if paper actually represent 
value ill the hands of the hanker who 
issues it, (which is supposing that he 
does not issue beyond his means ot re- 
tiring,) and is really convertible into 
that value on demand, we conceive it 
to be by far the best and cheapest 
currency of any. Were all banks pro- 
jierly constituted, it may be assumed, 
that there would seldom, if ever, he 
an over issue ; because these bankers 
would limit their issues to their means 
of retiring, and would he scrupulous 
in issuing their paper only in ex- 
change for real value, or personal ob- 
ligations equivalent to, and converti- 
ble into, such value ; and thus would 
exactly proportion their issues to tlie 
legitimate w ants of commerce. In the 
case w^e are supposing, then, a hank 
note represents value as faithfully as 
is done by gold ; it discharges as well, 
in every respct‘t, the functions ot 
gold; and, like gold, its amount rpust 
be exactly commensurate with the 
wants of tbecommercial world. Wliere, 
we should wish to know, is the differ- 
ence between a 1/. l»ank note under 
the system we are supposing, and a 
sovereign ? C(»ld, no doubt, hesi(l(‘s 
being a rcjn*esen<aliv(‘ of value, has an 
intrinsic value, which hank paper has 
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not ; But if tlie note cm purchase tlie 
same value as a sovereign, and if it is 
issued by tlic banker for the same 
equivalent for which he wouhl part 
with a sovereign, the two, to all in- 
tents and purposes of a circulating 
medium, must be precisely the same ; 
the amount of the one kind of curren- 
cy must be governed by the same laws 
as the other, and consequently there 
can be no greater danger of an excess 
of the one than of the other ; and by 
a farther conse(iuen(*e, prices and the 
rates of exchange are as little liable 
to be affected by the one as by the 
other. 

However, banks upon the system 
we have been supposing, did not exist 
in England. In tliat country, where 
all other trading cstablisbincnts have 
Ijcen brought to a height of perfection, 
banks, owing to the mischievous par- 
tiality of government to the Bank of 
England, never were upon a right 
footing, and the science of banking 
was comparatively neglected. By a 
sort of monoj)oly conferred on the na- 
tional bank, no other banking esta- 
blishment, consisting of more than six 
])artncrs, was permitted to be formed, 
by which the object of the monopoly 
was very effectually attained. There 
U'ci’c few couiiti-y banks of such 
amount of capital, and extent of con- 
lU'xions, as could secure the public 
confidence, es{)ecially during periods 
of alarm ; while there M'ere many 
scarcely possessed of ca])ital at all, but 
wbi<*h, by a variety (ff practices, some 
<if them not very creditable, contrived 
to push tlloir mjtos into circulation. 
I'liat fact alone ])rov(‘s, not that the 
country was deceived with regard to 
the value of their notes, but that it re- 
quired, and could not dispense with, a 
paper ciirren(*y of one kind or other ; 
and that, since it was not supplied in 
suflicient quantities with a good kind, 
e, g* Bank of k'ngland notes, it was 
obliged to have n^course to <)jat whieij 


was spurious. It is easy to conceive 
that the members of hanks of such IL 
mitcfl construction, co\ild not escatw 
being infected by every new fever 
ill the mercantile world ; and that, 
with the money of their customers in 
their hands, -and an unlimited com- 
mand of their own paper money, they 
would rush into all manner of extra- 
neous speculations. It is easy to 
conceive, that to get their paper into 
more extended circulation, they would 
be liberal to excess in the discounting 
of hills. And in these two ways, the 
currency could not fail to he swelled 
beyond its proper limits ; and, besides 
that much of it was base in its own 
nature as imperfectly representing 
value, the excess would necessarily de- 
preciate the whole mass. 

Such a state of things loudly called 
for a speedy correction ; hut, consider- 
ing the source and nature of the dis- 
ease, the cure was to he found, not in 
regulating the hanking system, whieli 
WJis done by the small note hill, hut 
by nn regulating it, whiclnvas done, to 
a certain extent, by the bill for abrid- 
ging the extensive privileges of the 
Bank of Englaml — a bill wdiich has 
our entire aj)prohation. 

In tlie course of the discussions, 
Mr l^cel took occasion to exjiress his 
regret that in the latter mea- 

sure hud not been resorted to, instead 
of the Cash Payment Restriction Bill, 
in which regret we cordially concur. 
When we consider the gigantic, scale 
of the various trading establishments 
of England, the enormous capital in- 
vested in them, and tlic skill with 
which they are conducted, w e aujiiot 
suffer ourselves to doubt, that, had the 
hanking trade in 179-^ h^'<'u freed 
from restrictions, the admirable ex- 
amjde of S(,otland being in full view% 
hanking estahlisiimeiits on the broadest 
bases— ofahundant ca])itals, and con- 
ducted uj)^)n the most sound and legi- 
fiin.de principles — hanks, in short, 
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like the Scotch chartered ones, would, 
ere this, hare spninf^ up in England, 
and supplanted the rickety and delu- 
sire banking concerns which there pre- 
vailed, simply because no others, ex- 
cepting the Bank of England, were 
permitted by law to exist.* 

The attempt to extend the measure 
of suppressing the small note circula- 
tion to Scotl|ind, created iii tl^at coun- 
try an universal ferment, and was uni- 
versally resisted by all classes, without 
any distinction of parties. The Scotch 
were justly attached to their hanking 
sj^Ktom, whi(!h rested upon the firmest 
basis, and to a naturally ])Oor country, 
was fraught with innumerable advau- 
tiigcs. They ascribed to it, and just- 
ly too, tiu* advances which the coun- 
try bad made in wealth and improve- 
ment; and believed its best interests 
to be identified with the existence of 
the system. They were the more at- 
tached to it, because a bank failure in 
Scotland was almost unkiiown, and 
had never oc(;asioned a loss to the 
[)ublic — a circumstance, we may ob- 
serve, wliicli pro(X»eds, not jiltogetbcr 
from the sii})crior skill with which 
Scotch banks are conducted, but part- 
ly from the superior equity of the 
Scx»tch law of debtor and creditor, 
with regard to the real estate of tlu* 
debtor, as eom])ared with that of Eng- 
land, With these im])ressions and feel- 
ings, they eould not but resent a pro- 
]K*sal to piiiiisb tJieiu for the sins of 
English blinkers, arising out of vici- 
ous English legislation, by depriving 
them of a (Uirreiicy which could not 
be charged with any of the evils im- 
puted to that of the sister kingdom, 
aud to tlicmselves was highly benefi- 


cial. As to the incompatibility which 
was alleged of the two diitcreiit cuiv 
rencies in the two kingdoms, they 
pleaded that when formerly England 
had its gold, and Scotland its paper 
currency, the latter did not clash. with 
or affect the state of the former in tlie 
least; and that Scotch notes never 
did circulate much beyond the Eng- 
lish border, excepting ut a heavy dis- 
count ; and besides, that were there 
any danger of, or any injury to result 
to England, from the circulation in 
it of Scotch notes, either might be 
provided against by penal enactments. 
Thf measure also a])pcared to them 
tlje more uncalled fur, since, accord- 
ing to the views entertained by them 
regarding currency, the Bank Charter 
Bill, if passed, would eventually lead 
to such an improvement of the hank- 
ing system in Engliuul, as to render it 
safe and advisable to ])ennit even 
tlierc the circulation of small notes. 

We do not j)urpuse here to enter 
upon an explanation of the system of 
Scotch hanking, anil its peculiar ad- 
vantages. These are fully set forth 
in the reports by the committees of tlie 
two Houses of Parliament, upon tlie 
siiuili note circulatimi of Scotland and 
Ireland. But the tirade of Mr Tier- 
ney against iiiiniistcrs for comj)lying 
with the reconimenilations of these 
committees, not to disturb at present 
the currencies of Scotland and Ireland, 
calls for a few observations. He con- 
tended that the currency which might 
properly have been permitted to Scot- 
land wlicii she was poor, had become 
improper since slna^ had giwn rich. 
Now the prosperity of Scotland is by 
must peoj)lc ascribed to the nature of 


It is a very delusive argument, that because many of the English banks did not consist 
of so many as six partners, none of them would consist of more, even were the restriction to 
the above number removed. Tl?e diflerence, in point of credit with the country, between a 
\Kiiik of four partners and one o*’ six, is very small, while the dillereiicc as to the pioportiotis 
of tlie dividends upon the juolils/ls so very great, as to induce, under tlie old Mslem, a Jiiui- 
talion of the copartnery. 
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its currency; and a cautious ])oHti-* 
eian might Iiave reasoned, that with 
the cause the effect would necessarily 
cease* The banking system and the 
prosperity of that country liare grown 
up together, and are so eptwined, as 
to be inseparable. Since its commer- 
cial transactions have greatly increa- 
sed, so much greater need has the 
country of that currency, which has 
been truly naturalized to it, and the 
place of which it could not supply, 
but by some inconceivable effort. Mr 
Tierney, with astonishing littleness of 
thought, alluded to the wealth which, 
was imported into Scotland by tjiose 
of its natives who had realized for- 
tunes ill tlie East Indies. He might 
iiave allowed that Scotland should 
Imve some chance of keeping pace 


with England in riches ; and allowing 
that, he might also have allowed that 
natives of England, as well as of Scot- 
land, have realized fortunes in the East 
Indies; and that all the wealth import- 
ed into Scotland from that country, is 
as nothing, compared with the wealth 
derived by England from the East In- 
dia Company’s trade, of which the port 
of London has the monopoly. He 
might also have reflected, that any 
little gold which Scotland may attract 
within its territory, must be exported 
from it to pay its taxes, a very small 
proportion of which only is expended 
within it, the rest being expended in 
England and Ireland ; and to pay tlie 
rents of its absentee landed proprie- 
tors, who reside and expend their rents 
in England. 
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r/ic Badget-^ManagemeM of the Puhlie Debt— Funding of Exchequer Bille 
•^Public Balances at t/ie BanL—Staie of the Nation. 


The state of our finances, interest- 
ing; at all times, liad become more so 
from the recent and still existini^ em- 
barrassments ill trade and commerce. 
As the revenue is an indicator of the 
actual condition of the bulk of the peo- 
ple, there was an eagerness to know, 
from the expose to be made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether, 
in the course of the year, their comforts 
had been greatly encroached upon, or 
the stamina of the national prosperity 
seriously impaired; and what, in the 
opinion of government, were the actual 
prospects of the country. But, notwith- 
standing all that eagerness, the subjects 
immediately connected with finance 
underwent, this session, comparatively 
little discussion, the attention of Pai'lia- 
ment having been almost entirely en- 
grossed by the measures brought for- 
ward by Ministers for rectifying the cur- 
rency, and relieving the public distress* 

On Monday, March, 13, the House 
of Commons having resolved itself into 
a committee of ways and means, the 
Chancellor of Exchequer spqke as fol- 
lows: — 

Although the circumstanfces under 
which we are now placed, differ in 
some mat<^ria1 rqspects from those which 


existed at the corresponding period of 
the last year, there is nothing to create 
either alarm or despondency. In the 
course of the discussions which have 
taken place with regard to the com- 
mercial distress of the country, there 
has been a great deal of very unneces- 
sary contest between those who are 
sneeringly denominated ])hilo8ophei*8, 
and those who designate themselves by 
the more humble title of practical men. 
I call it unnecessary contest,” be- 
cause I consider it to be the bounden 
duty of the legislature to endeavour at 
all times to render available the sound 
reasoning and theory of one class, by 
applying to them the practical experi- 
ence of the other. If those who have 
to prepare their minds for the consider- 
ation of subjects of this nature, are to 
be told that books must be thrown 
aside, and elementary reasoning re- 
jected, 1 know not at what fountain 
they are to drink, if they are to be dri- 
ven from those springs where science 
and knowledge are the presiding dei- 
ties. And, sir, when we find that in 
every class of the community know- 
ledge has extended, and is extending 
itself to a degree, which, but half a cen- 
tury ago, would have been deemed im- 
possible, — are we to be behind-hand in 
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availing ourselves of the increasing lights 
of human intelligence ? Is it not, on the 
contrary, our duty to stniggle to be 
foremost in the race ? I am aware, that 
there are persons who think this gene- 
ral diffusion of knowledge the misfor- 
tune of the age ; but, for my own part, I 
confess that I caffnot conceive how that 
mind can he constituted which contem- 
plates the progress of human Icnowledge 
with an eye of fear. On me it produces 
an impression diametrically the reverse. 
Before I can satisfactorily proceed to 
explain the view which government 
takes of what it is fitting to do uiijder 
existing circumstances, I ought to recair 
the attention of the committee to the 
course which has been pursued with re- 
spect to our financial system daring the 
last two or three years. When, in 1823, 
it first became my duty to submit to 
the House a view of our finances, I 
ventured to assume that, in the course 
of that year, a certain amount of re- 
venue would be realized ; and allow 
me to ask,— What was the result? 
In the course of that session, we re- 
pealed taxes to the amount of about 
3,200,000/. ; of that sum I calculated 
that about a million and a half would 
be lost to the revenue in the course of 
1823 ; so tliat, in point of fact, my ori- 
ginal estimate would have been borne 
out, if the receipts had been 1,500,000/. 
less than 52,200,000/. Now, what was 
the result? Why, that the actual reve- 
nue, after sustaining the loss that I have 
mentioned, amounted to 52,017,000/.; 
being less by 183,000/, only than my 
first estimate ; and exceeding, by 
1,313,000/., what would have been suf- 
ficient to realize my anticipations, after 
the reduction of taxes had been adopt- 
ed. In the year 1824', I estimated the 
probable produce of the revenue at 
51,265,000/. In the course of that 
session, however, taxes were repealed 
to a very considerable amount ; and I 
calculated that the loss which the re-' 
venue would immediately sustain in 


consequence, would be 630,000/. But 
what was the fact ? The actual receipts 
of the year, notwithstanding, were con- 
siderably beyond the original estimate 
which I had formed : for, the estimate 
being 51,265,000/., the actual produce 
was 52,562,000/. Again, in 1825, I 
assumed that the revenue derived from 
the same^sources would be51,975,000f. 
From the repeal of taxes, subsequently 
enacted, I expected that in the course 
of that year the loss upon tliat assumed 
amount would he about 650,000/. Yet, 
the actual receipt was 52,259,000/.; or, 
284,000/. above my Original estimate. 
It thus appears, that in those threij 
years the actual receipts (‘xceeded the 
estimates by tlie sum of 1 ,398,000/. , 
notwithstanding the concomitant repeal 
of no less than 8,000,000/. of taxes, i 
have already stated, that in the cours(» 
of the three years to which J have 
been alluding, taxes to llu* amount of 
8,000,000/. were repealed. P>ut I would 
request the committee to go hai‘k with 
me to 1816, when parliament was en- 
abled to pursue soinething lik(^ a sys- 
tematic diminution of our luirdens. It 
has been argued that the reduction in 
the burdens of the people, which lias 
been made since the conclusion of tlio 
war, is not worth speaking of; and not 
more than sufficient to balance the dif- 
ference which has taken place in the 
value of our currency. It has also been 
maintained, that it is iin]>ossible for us 
to return to a naore sound currency 
unless his Majesty’s ministers are pre- 
pared decidedly and essentially to cur- 
tail the whole expenditure of the em- 
pire at once, I consider these two pro- 
positions to be wholly unfounded. Ad- 
verting, in the first place, to the reduc- 
tion wiiich has taken place since 1816, 

I will state to the committee the pre- 
cise process of the reduction which ori- 
ginated at that period. In 1816 (the. 
first year’ll! winch any reduction of 
taxation took place) the jiroperty tax 
was repealed, the annual amount of • 
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which was no les^ than 14>,320,000/. 
In the same year, the war malt duty of 
2,790,000/. was abandoned ; and further 
relief was afforded, in the diminution 
of war-customs, duties on tonnage, and 
coasting duties, to the extent of 828,000/. 
To these are to be added 35,000/. 
arising from a small reduction of the 
assessed taxes in Ireland, and 315,000/. 
from the diminition of the duty bn malt 
and spirits in the same country. The 
total amount of taxation thus repealed 
in 1816, was 18,288,000/. In 1817, 
partial relief, under the heads of shop- 
windows, husbandry, horses, &c. was 
afforded, to the extent of 280,000/. In 
1818, various assessed taxes were re- 
duced in Indand, to the amount of 
236,000/. In 1319, the policy pursued 
by parliament was of a different cha- 
racter ; and a very considerable addi- 
tion, to the amount of 3,190,000/. was 
niade to the taxation of the country. 
In 1820, no alteration whatever took 
place. In 1821, the repeal of the agii- 
cultural liorse tax lessened the burdens 
of the farming class of the people by 
480,000/. In 1823, the duty upon 
malt was reduced one shilling a-bushel, 
and the public were relieved thereby to 
the amount of 1,400,000/. Nearly the 
wholeof the impost upon salt was also re- 
moved, beinga reduction of 1,290,000/. ; 
there was likewise a reduction of half 
the duty upon leather, 300,000/. the 
tonnage duty, 160,000/.; and the tax 
upon hearths and windows in Ireland, 
200,000/, ; — so that the total amount 
of taxes repealed in the year 1822 was 
3,355,000/. In 1823, various assessed 
taxes in England were repealed, to the 
amount of 2,250,000/. ; whilst the re- 
linquishment of the whole of them in 
Ireland, saved the inhabitants of that 
country the payment of 100,000/, 
Added to this, was a reduction of the 
duties on spirits, both in Ireland and in 
Scotland, to the extent of 800,000/. ; 
and a reduction of 50,000/. in several 
an nor hranrhos of the customs. The 


total relief in 1823, therefore, waa 
3,200,000/. In 1824, the following 
duties, to the following amount, were 
diminished : viz on rum, 150,000/. ; 
coals, 200,000/. ; law stamps, 200,000/,; 
wool, 350,000/. ; silk, 527,000/.; union 
duties, from 1822, 300,000/,; making 
a total of 1,727,000/. — The total repeal 
in 1825, was no less than 3,146,0004; 
and it was produced in tlie following 
manner : — by the relinqiiisbmeut oi‘ 
the remainder of the salt duty, about 
200,000/.; of the duty on hemp, 
1 00,000/.; on coffeeaiid cocoa, 1 50,0004; 
on wine, 900,000/.; on British spi- 
rits ind rum, 1,2.50,000/.; on cyder, 
20,000/. ; on assessed taxes, 276,0004; 
and, filially, on customs, in various mi- 
nor articles of commerce, 2.50, ()004 — 
Thus, sir, it appears that tlie grand to- 
tal of taxes repealed from 1816 to 1825, 
amounts to the sum of 30,712,0004; 
from this, howiwer, must be d(*(]ucted 
tbesum of 3,190,0004, being the amount 
of taxes imposed in 1819. Now, sir, 
I say with confidence, that the repeal 
of 27,522,0004 of taxi^s, is a su])stan- 
tial and important relief to the country ; 
and that it is impossible lor any man 
in his senses to argue, that this large 
remission of duties has not mainly con- 
tributed to that increased consumption 
which has itself augmented tlie revenue. 
It is very true, that in 1816, if the rates 
of exchange with foreign countries be 
taken as the criterion, the value of the 
cuiTency was depreciated, perhaps to 
the extent of 5 per cent ; so that the 
whole reduction of taxes which, as I 
have stated, took place in that year, 
cannot perhaps be looked upon as a 
clear reduction. If the depreciation 
were 5 per cent, then, upon the ac- 
tual amount of taxation in the year in 
which it occurred, namely 6 1,000, 000/, 
that portion would amount to about 

3.000. 000/.; and if we deduct this 

3.000. 0004 from the 27,552,0004 of 
taxes remitted, it will leave 24,552,0004 
as the actual reduction of the Imnlens 
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0 f tieopk, since 181€L If we <ie 
tocttHe 24,000,0G0/.fratn 58,000,000/. 
(wliicii would have been the amount 
ipff dbe rev’enue, after deducting the sum 
<irf 3,000,000/.,) the result would leave 
4Maly 34,000,000/. as the produce of the 
i?eveiiue ; but the actual receipts of 
1835, notwithstanding all the diminu- 
tiona, were not less than 52,000,000/. 
Awl how have the 18,000,000/. the dif- 
ference between the two sums, been ob- 
tained ? — solely from the greater means 
which the people have possessed of 
consuming the various articles upon 
which taxes are levied. I should like now 
to ask, whether nothing has been done, 
eitlier by his Majesty’s government, or 
by the legislature. I declare most sin- 
cerely, that if there be anything up- 
permost in my mind in the considera- 
tion of these matters, it is an earnest 
desire to lay aside all thoughts of mere 
official interest and patronage. Whilst 
we have been decreasing the pressure of 
taxation, to the amount of 27,522,000/. 
since 1816, and of 8,000,000/. since 
,1823, we have not been inattentive to 
the permanent burdens of the kingdom. 
On the 5th January, 1823, the public 
funded debt amounted to 796,530,000/.; 
on the 5th January, 1826, it amounted 
only to 778,128,000/. ; being a reduc- 
tion in the three years of 18,402,000/. ; 
whichisatthe rateof nearly 6,134,000/. 
per annum. On the 5th January, 1823, 
the unfunded debt was 26,221,000/. 
on the 5th January, 1826, it was 
31,703,000/. being a reduction of near- 
ly 4,578,000/. The total charge (in- 
cluding *the charge for management) 
tm the dth Jan. 1823, was 28, 123,000/. ; 
the total charge of the unredeemed 
funded debt, on the 5th January, 1626, 
was 27,1 17,000/. ; being a reduction 
on the charge of the funded debt of 
•1,006,000/, The interest on E^ccheqiier 
j^lls, during the same period, was re- 
duced from 1,100,000/. 1o 820,000/.; 
being a reduction of 280,000/. The 
total chanrc of the two descriptions of 


debt was, ou tin) 5th Jaaatiary^l^S, 
29,286,000/.; on the 5th Jia^ 1|^6, 
only 27,946,000/.; being a reduc|iion 
of 1,340,000/. in the anniujl 
the whole debt, in tlie course of fjiiree 
years. The^e is another part cf eur 
expenditure, against which I ham^al- 
ways felt inclined to wage the most 
unrelenting warfare; I mean tha ex- 
pense kttending the cddection of the 
revenue. In 1818 the expense col- 
lecting the taxes of the United King- 
dom was 4,353,000/. ; in 1825 it* was 
reduced to 8,832,000A ; being a dimi- 
nution of no less than half a million. 
This was a gi*eat deal to do in the time 
Nor, sir, let it be KUpp(»sed that this 
was a very easy task. We liave lia<l 
many strong prejudices, many power- 
ful interests, many deep-rooted habits, 
to contend with. I think 1 cannot give 
a better proof of tlm sort of feeling 
which we have had to encounter, than 
by adverting to wliat has been recently 
published to the world in the northern 
part of this island. It seems that the 
extinction of die two independent 
Boards of Customs and Excise in Scot- 
land (and the same course has been 
pursued in Ireland) and their amalga- 
mation with the central Boards in Eng- 
land, are to he considered by every 
true Scotchman as derogatory to his 
national dignity, offensive to his na- 
tional pride, and subversive-— gw>fi 
God I of what ? — subversive of his 
prescriptive rights ? When Antony, in 
the beautiful speech which Shakspeare 
puts into his mouth over the dead budy 
of Csiesar, exclaims—. 

O what a fall was there, my countryman ! 

Then you and I and ell of us ftdl doWii* 

And bloody treason flourished over us'*^ 

the appeal was not more vehement; tJie 
passions of his auditors were not more 
keenly excited, than the appeal which 
is now made, and the fire which is now 
kindlet^ again.st the unfortunate author 
of the wofiil tragedy which terminated 
the eisistence of two insignificant fisc;il 
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clepartmcntfi. Sir, 1 could not imagine 
ill first what was meant by all this in- 
llignation. I felt almost like a guilty 
.thing,** oppressed by the weight of some 
undefined offence. If I chanced to 
meet my noble friend at the head of 
the Admiralty, or any pf my honour- 
nble friends who sit at the same 
Board, I hardly dared look them in 
the face. I felt confident that the de- 
nunciation for some drea(fful crime, 
•but I knew not what ; and I was left 
fiw some time in all the agony of doubt. 
At last, I had the consolation of recol- 
lecting that I had Scotch blood, and 
good old Scot(5h blood too, flowing in 
my veins ; and was persuaded that I 
could never be insensible to the honour 
and dignity jrtf that ancient country. 
But, sir, I confess that, when I have 
been passing in review all the signal 
triumphs which Scotland has achieved, 
in all that adorns and ennobles, and 
benefits the Imman race ; when I have 
been calling to mind the originality, the 
grace, and the genius of her poets ; the 
eloquence, the accuracy, and the re- 
search of her historians ; the elaborate 
lucubrations, and the profound disco- 
veries of her philosophers; when 1 
have been watching their progress as 
they respectively eitlier traversed the 
■deligiitful regions of fancy, or pene- 
trated the deptfis and recesses of his- 
tory and of science, 1 nevei* thought of 
including among the worthies of Scot- 
land, the members of her independent 
Board of Excise. And when I have 
been Heading with grateful exultation 
-die heroic exploits of an Aber- 
cromjbie, a Moore, a Lynedoch, and a 
Hopetoun ; when, two years ago, it 
fell to iny lot to propose t(|^this House 
to do an act of tardy justice, by pro- 
^posing to vote a monument to the me- 
mory of Lord Duncan, I certainly 
never dreamt that the honour of Scot- 
land would be tarnished, if in tlie same 
year 1 transferred the seat of^lio lloaid 
VOL. XIX. rAirr 1, 


of Customs from Edinburgh to Lon- 
don. I always thought that the honour 
of Scotland i-esled' on a more solid 
basis. 1 thought that the glory of the 
great men who have adorned the annals 
of that country, would have shone with 
perennial light, if the Excise had never 
meddled wdth her whisky, nor the 
Customs controlled her commerce ; and 
I trust we may long continue to con^ 
template their lustre with instruction 
and delight, although her revenue 
boards have lost the afiected importance 
of tlreir imaginary independence, and 
have been swallowed up, O I dreadful 
catj^trophe ! in the all-devouring vor- 
tex of English uniformity. When, too, 
1 am told, that the abolitiop of these 
and similar othces is something disre- 
spectful to the what is called (not, how- 
ever, by me) the iinpoverisheil nobility 
of Scotland, I think that if 1 were a 
real Scotchman, 1 should be too proud 
to admit that the honour of the ancient 
lineage of that ancient kingdom would 
be diminished, because the government 
had less patronage to offer, and her no- 
bility less of emolument to covet. These 
measures, dictated alone by the neces- 
sity of judicious retrenclirnent, may in- 
deed be represented as punishments in- 
flicted on an innocent and unoftbnding 
people, and the wmtli of Scotland may 
be denounced against their author ; but, 
as long as I am armed with the con- 
sciousness of seeking to diminish the 
burdens, and to increase the happiness 
of the people, I can look without terror 
upon the flaslnng of tlie Highland clay- 
more, though evoked from its scabbard 
by tlie incantations of the first magician 
of the age. 1 shall now proceed to detail 
the estimate for the present year ; 1st, 
as respects the cliarges ; and, 2dly, the 
means by which I propose that those 
charges shall he met. The genei'al 
heads of the two branches are as fol- 
lows, viz. — 



ISO 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, lb 26 . 


[CiiAi'. 3. 


Interest and Management of the 
PubJicDebt L.27, 117,186 

Interest of Exchequer (deficiency^ 

Bills " 50,000 

t’ivil liist, and Pensions of a per^ 
iminent nature, diarged on the 
Cllonsolidated Fund, and not 
the subject of an annual vote 2,0(>5,(KM) 
Half-pay Annuity .... 2,000,0(K) 

iiihking Fund 5,585,235 

Ponnanent charge on Consoli- 
dated Fund 37,017,421 

The snnual votes this year in the 
committee of supply are as follows 

Army 7,747,000 

Navy 6,135,000 

O^'nancfc 1,754,000 

MlscellanctMS 2,225,000 

Interest of Exchequer Bills . 850,000 

Annual Votes .... L. 18,71 1,000 
Add the Permanent Charge 37,617,421 

The ivhde Expenditure of the 
year L.56,328,421 

I now, sir, proceed to state the re- 
venue upon which 1 calculate to meet 
this expenditure : — 

A small item, being the surplus 
of last year beyond the demand 
of tlie Sinking P'und, which I 
consider myself entitled to make 
available towards the expendi- 
ture of the present year . L. 167,000 
Customs and Excise; which I 
take together, on account of 
the transfer to the Customs of a 
large proportion of the duties 
formerly collected by the Ex- 
cise ; and the impossibility of 
separating the items without 
great confusion .... 37,446,000 


Stamps 7,400,000 

Taxes (including the Assessed 

Taxes) 4,800,000 

Post-Office 1,660,000 

Miscellaneous ..... 1,360,000 

The total income from these 

sources L.52, 72.3, 000 

Payment from the Trustees of 
ilalf-pay and Pensions . . 1,320,000 


The whole Receipts of tlie year L.67, 043,000 
Deduct the Expenditure • • 66,328,421 

Surplus for Parliament to deal 

with as they may think fit . L.714,579 

1 lay, as the basis of my estimate, the 
actud receipt 'of the past year. The 
actual receipt of the Customs and Ex- 
cise, for 1825, was 37,546,000/. But 
this sum* would have beei^much larger, 
liad it not been for various occurrences. 

I allude, principally, to the amount re- 
paid, in consequence of the reduction 
of the wine duty, to the holders of the 
stock on hand. This was no less than 
1,050,000/. I calculate, also, upon a 
small addition to the receipts of the 
present year, arising from the fartlier 
operation of those measures for getting 
rid of divers useless or mischievous 
bounties introduced in the last session 
of parliament. I take the amount of 
these to be about 50,000/. There was 
also another circumstance which most 
unexpectedly afi'ected the revenue of 
last year. In the course of the last 
session, there was carried into eRect 
one of the most extensive alterations 
and amendments ever made in the laws 
of the Customs. In the accomplish- 
ment of so great a work, it is not won- 
derful that some minor eiTors should 
have crept in. The duty on tobacco, 
which, at the beginning of 1825, was 
four shillings a-pound, and which was 
meant to be continued at tbat mte, was 
so dealt with, that, by some strange 
mischance, one sliilling of it lapsed on 
the 5th July. This accidental omis- 
sion has cost the revenue 450,0004 
The three items, then, to which I have 

alluded, are as follows 

# 

Progressive reductions ofBoun. 

ties Ii.56,00p 

Wine Drawback, allowed last 
year to the wine merchants, 
but not, to be deducted from 
tliis year’s revenue . . . 1,050,009 
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htm iby the lapse of Tobacco 
<iuty 450,000 

LJ, 550, 000 

If to this be added the actual 
produce of the Customs and 
Excise in 1026 .... 37,546,000 

We have a total of . . . L.30,096,000 

It is, however, obvious, that it 
would be preposterous to calculate 
upon such a receipt as this, under the 
present circumstances of the coun- 
try* It is our duty, then, to see 
what deductions from this amount of 
39,096,000/. we ought to calculate 
upon. In the first place, there is to 
be taken into the account a further 
loss from the reduction of taxation last 
year; which t estimate at 850,000/. 
I feel that I ought to explain how it 
happens that, after having stated the 
total amount of reductions effected 
last year to be no less than 3,14*6,000/., 
I now, when speaking of the loss to 
1)6 expected in one quarter, state it 
at no more than 350,000/. The rea- 
son is this : although the reduction of 
taxation, amounted to 3,146,000/., 
yet, upon the principle that a judici- 
ous reduction of taxation leans to a 
great increase in consumption, I took 
the dctual loss to the revenue at not 
much more than 1,500,000/., of which 
sura 276,000/. would fall upon the 
assessed taxes ; so that'^0,000/., being 
rather more than one-fourth of the 
actual loss assumed upon the cus- 
toms and excise, is as much as we 
may expect to lose in 1826. I am, 
however, very sensible that, under all 
the circumstances attending the late 
derangement and confusion of the 
money market, it would be unsafe to 
fr^me any estimate of the revenue of 
the present year, without making a 
fair allowance for a further loss, which 
n^y be expected to arise from dimi- 
nished consumption. Having already 
iissumed that there will a dctici- 
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enty in the customs and bxtisfe of 
850, OCX)/., being the remainder of the 
loss occasioned by the reduction of 
taxation last year, I anticipate from 
diminished consumption a further loss 
of 1,300,000/. And I am confirmed 
in tliis view of the subject, when 1 
refer to what has been the actual 
state of the excise revenue during the 
two first months of the present year^ 
which were months of great pressure 
and great uneasiness. It appears that 
the loss has not exceeded, for t^|; 
period, the sum of 2389/. 

The fyross receipts for Jan. and 

Feb. 1825, were .... L.2,259,6(i0 
For Jan. and Feb. 1626 . . ^2,257,28^ 

Decrease .... L.2,369 

But this decrease arises almost en- 
tirely from an alteration of a very 
extensive nature, which has been ef- 
fected in regard to the system of 
granting licenses in Irelanu, and to 
the scale of duties payable on those 
licenses. The consequence is, that 
whereas formerly the duties on li- 
censes were payable early in the year, 
they will, most of them, not now be 
payable until after the 5th of July ; 
and from this change thfere has re- 
sulted in the present quarter a loss 
of not less than 100,000/. If, there- 
fore, I may venture to judge from the 
result of tile two months in question, 
1 do not think that 1 am taking too 
sanguine a view, when I estimate the 
probable loss in this year from that 
cause at 1,300,000/. Deducting, then, 
this sum, and the deficiency to which 
1 have before alluded, from the amount 
of the customs and excise last year, 
together with the additions which 1 
have above specified, it will leave 
37,446,000/., as the estimate of that 
branch of the revenue in 1826. The 
next head to which I shall advert, 
is that of stamps. Stamps produced 
last year 7,447,923/.; I shall lAv 
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their produce this year at 7,4*00,000/. which they might be contracted for. 
The post-office, last year, produced It appears that 1 was in the wrong, 
1 , 595 , 4 ^ 1 /. ; I will suppose a falling- and the consequence of this is, that 
off, in the present year, of 45,4f61/. : in the present year a sum of about 
which will leave the post-office esti- 180,000/. will be derived to the re- 
mate 1,550,000/. The assessed taxes venue from these lotteries, which have 
produced last year 4',990,961/. The so often, and so justly, met with the 
loss to the revenue on this head will reprobation of the House. There is 
besomething more considerable, since, another item. Which will come into 
of the 276,000/. remitted in 1825, not the Exchequer; and that is, the re- 
more than one-fourth was lost in that turn from Ireland of the old silver 
year. I anticipate, therefore, a de- coinage, which has been called in, and 
crease of 190,961/. ; which will leave replaced by the new. That new coin- 
that estimate 4,800,000/. The mis- age cost us, last year, 500,000/. This 
cellaneous items for 1826 will, on year the old coin will come back, and 
the other hand, be much larger* than will, probably, amount to not less 
usual. The increase will proceed from than 400,000/. The last point to be 
three or four casual causes. In the noticed, is a sum arising from an ar- 
first place, there is a sum of 100,000/. rangement between the Admiralty 
which, by treaty with the government and the East India Company ; who, 
of Holland, was to have been paid to in consideration of the increase of the 
this country in 1825. It is now, I navy, have felt themselves bound in 
believe, received, and will form a part justice to pay 60,000/. for the benefit 
of the estimate for 1826.— -There is they are deriving from the augmented 
another sum, with respect to which naval force stationed in the Indian 
I did not anticipate that money from seas to defend their possessions.— 
such a source would again find its These several sums account for the 
way into the Exchequer. The last increase of the miscellaneous items 
lottery, was contracted for in 1823. from 619,088/., which was their pro- 
I was not aware, when that contract duce last year, to 1,360,000/., which 
was made, that the usual system of is my estimate of them for the year 
lotteries would protract their existence 1826. The general estimate for the 
one or two years beyond the period at present year, therefore, stands thus:— 

Customs and Excise. , 


Produce of 1625 

Add— Progressive Reduction of Bounties . 

Wine Drawback 

Loss by lapse of Tobacco duty . . , , 

L.3r,546,000 

. 50,000 

1,050,000 
. 4.50,000 

1,550,000 

Deduct— Further loss from Reductions last year . « 

Further loss from diminished consumption . . 

L.39,096,000 

350,000 

1,300,000 



Estimate for 1826 

L.37,44.6,000 


St Aitf TS* 

of 182.? , L.7,447,9S3 

Deduct assumed loss m 1826 - . • \ . . . , 47,»23 


Estimate for 1826 


L.7,400,001> 
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Taxes. 

Produce of 1625 • • L.4,990.9C1 

Deduct loss from reduction m 1825 190,961 


Estimate for 1825 . . L.4,800,000 


Post-Office. 

Produce of 1825 

Deduct assumed loss in 1825 45 461 


^ ^ Estimate for 1826 . . L,l, 550,000 

Miscellaneous. 

Produce of 1825 L.619,088 

Add — Payment from Holland, Lottery, and East India Com- 


pany, on account of naval force .... 340,912 

Add also— Silver from Ireland 400,000 

^ .. L.740,91« 


Estimate for 1826 . . L.l, 360,000 

p — 


I assume, under these circumstan- 
ces, that (as I before stated) the con- 
dition of the revenue, during the 
present year, will be such as to leave 
us a surplus, a clear surplus, after ail 
the deductions which I have descri- 
bed, of 714,000/. I apprehend that 
our choice as to its application is very 
limited on account of the unintention- 
al alteration of the duty on tobacco. 
1 have no hesitation to recommend to 
continue the reduction of that one- 
shilling duty. I should greatly have 
preferred carrying this reduction still 
furl her. A great deal of good has arisen 
from it, small as it is ; it has had no 
inconsiderable effect in checking the 
smuggling of tobacco, particularly 
in Ireland, where that practice is 
carried on to an extent beyond all 
imagination or belief. The amount 
of the loss resulting from the aban- 
donment of this part of the tobacco 
duty, I estimate for the whole year at 
about 600,000/. There is another 
subject, to which I now wish to call 
the attention of the committee. On 
the 5th of January, 1826, the Bank 
of England held Exchequer bills, upon 
advances to the government, to the 


extent of about 6,000,000/. These 
bills were independent of any which 
the Bank might have purchased in 
the market, but in the month of Fe- 
bruary, the Bank, at the instance of 
government, consented to purchase 
2,000,000/. of outstanding Exchequer 
bills. The object of this was partly 
to relieve the money-market from the 
pressure which at that time seemed to 
operate with peculiar force upon this 
species of security ; and partly in* the 
hope that the community might ob- 
tain a degree of relief from extending 
the general circulation. But, how- 
ever willing the Bank might be to 
purchase these Exchequer bills, it 
would not have been prudent for 
them to do so, unless they received 
an assurance that the amount should, 
if necessary, be repaid them at no 
very distant period ; and accordingly 
they were informed by government, 
that the amount should be repaid in 
the present year — I believe in the 
month of June. At a subsequent 
period the Bank consented to make 
advances to a large amount on goods, 
for the purpose of still further con- 
tributing to relieve the difficulties of 
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the commercial world ; and it thus 
becomes^ still more important, that go- 
yemment should provide itself with 
the means of giving to the Bank 
every facility .in their operations, 
which can be derived from a dimi- 
nution of their general advances to 
government. The proposition, which 
.intend to submit is, that in the 
course of the present year, the Bank 
shall be repaid 6,000,000/. of the Ex- 
chequer bills in their possession. The 
committee will observe, that the Bank 
hold of these bills, first, the 6,000,000/., 
which they possessed on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary last ; secondly, the 2,000,000/., 
of, which they became possessed;' by 
purchase, in February; and thirdly, 
rather more than 3,000,000/., upon 
which they had made advances for 
the purpose of paying ofl* the four 
per cent dissentients: and the total 
these various sums is rather more 
than 11, 000,000/. „ With respect to 
the last class of advances, provision 
has already been made for them by 
their being charged upon the Sink- 
ing Fund; and at the close of the 
present year they will be nearly ex- 
tinguished. There remains then the 
sum of 8,000,000/. ; §,000,000/. of 
which, I propose to pay off in the 
course of the present session. In ad- 
dition, I cannot but think that it is 
desirable to effect some reduction in 
tlMt portion of the unfunded debt 
which is in the hands of the public ; 
and I conceive that “we may carry 
that arrangement to the extent of two 
or three millions. In order, therefore, 
to effect these two purposes, I propose 
to fund, in the course of the present 
session. Exchequer bills to the amount 
of eight or nine millions. At the 
same time, I can see no re^on why, 
after the present year, when the Siq}£- 
ing Fund shall have been relieved 
ftbm the payment of that portion of 
the unfunded debt which is now char- 
ged upon it, it should not he made 


applicable to the reduction generally 
of the unfunded, as well as of this 
funded debt. Parliament has alreildy 
so connected the two descriptions 6f 
debt with the Sinking Fund, as to 
render such an application of it quite 
consistent with the principle of its 
formation, f have thus endeavotired 
to state the circumstances under wbich 
our revenue stands at present. I am 
not afraid or ashamed td*use the word 
“ prosperous.” I say, that a nation 
may safely be termed prosperous, 
when, combining within itself all the 
great elements of wealth and power, 
it finds the legislature and the go- 
vernment striving, with a generous 
emulation, to promote the develop- 
ment of the national resources, by 
correcting what is defective, removing 
what is obstructive, and giving life 
and scope to what is active. I see 
the foreign policy of this country con-: 
firming and extending that just and 
independent influence amongst other 
nations, which the fair dealing, the 
honesty, and the prudence of Eng- 
land have heretofore entitled and 
enabled her to maintain. I see, year 
after year, the most vigilant attention 
paid to all practicable improvements 
in the construction and administra- 
tion of the laws ; whereby, whilst the 
liberty of the subject is never over- 
looked, justice is rendered more in- 
telligible to those by whom it is dis- 
pensed, and more satisfactory, as well 
as accessible, to those for whose be- 
nefit its dispensation is intended. 1 
see the commercial policy of the 
country adapted to more enlightened 
views, and every amendment of the 
system pursued with a spirit and a 
perseverance worthy of so good e 
cause, and essential to its final suc- 
cess. I see, that in the management 
of our finances, the ruling principle 
is, to combine a due provision for 
what the honour, the dignity, and the 
safety oNhe country require, with a 
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circumscription of unnecessary 
pntronage^ and a welUconsidered re** 
Auction of excessive taxation. I see 
all these useful measures suggested, 
enforced, and sanctioned by the deli- 
berate, and I might almost say the 
unanimous, voice of P^trliament : and 
when, in addition to all this, I see 
tliat, as respects the people at large, 
the light oficnowledge and of reason 
is gradually dispelling the mists of 
ignorance and of prejudice, and open- 
ing their minds to a discriminating 
appreciation of what ought to be the 
conduct of those to whose care their 
interests are confided — am I using 
the language of exaggeration and 
over confidence, when I say, that the 
afiPairs of thil kingdom are in a right 
and prosperous course ? There may 
still be many difficulties to meet us 
on our way. We may have to un- 
dergo, as we recently have experien- 
ced, the sudden violence of the un- 
expected tempest we may have at 
times to encounter the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune ;**— but, 
sir, if we have only resolution and 
constancy enough— 

To take up arms against that sea of 
troubles, 

And by opposing— end them 

if we pursue our path with steadiness 
and fidelity, we shall find our dangers 
and our difficulties diminishing with 
our progress ; and we shall advance 
with systematic regularity towards 
the great end of all good government 
~the happiness and well-being of the 
people. 

Mr Maberly said the right hon. 
gentleman had taken his estimate 
from 1816, and quoted that year as 
instancing the diminution of the 
charge of debt, as compared with last 
year. But that was by no means a 
fair estimate, as, in 18^3, a charge of 
8,000,000/. was made uppn the debt* 
Instead of a decrease, upon a fair 


computation, it would be found tlint 
there was an increase, taking 1819 
and 1886 as the years of instituting 
a comparison. He proceeded to con- 
tend, that compared with later years 
the amount of oiir debt had been in- 
creased instead of diminished. As to 
the estimate of revenue for this year, 
he should be most glad to coincide with 
the right hon. gentleman, but he was^ 
afraid the calculation had not been 
made on sufficiently certain data. As 
to the reduction of the unfunded debt, 
he did not object to it ; but a more 
favourable moment might have been 
sel|?cted. 

Mr Hume objected to the mode in 
which the right honourable gentleman 
had made his calculations. Though 
so much had been talked about the 
reduction of taxes, there was more 
money taken from the pockets of the 
people within the last three years, 
than there had been within the three 
preceding. He would repeat his as- 
sertion, and prove it. He would not 
follow the right honourable gentle- 
man back to 1816 ; but he would take 
the returns of revenue of the years 
1817, 1818, and 1819. By those re- 
turns it appeared that the amount of 
revenue was — in 1817, 51,000,000/. ; 
in 1818,52,000,000/.; and in 1819, 
51,000,000/. In the last three years, 
the amount of revenue was— in 1823, 
52,561,000/. ; in 1824^, 52.685,000/. ; 
and in 1825, 52,04?4,000/. ; thus ma- 
king an average increase of 1,000,000/. 
and nearly 4?0,000/. per year. So that 
in the eleventh year of a peace, we 
found ourselves in the actual payment 
of a progressively increasing taxation. 
Taking a review of the last seven 
years, it would be found that we had 
to pay, by the transactions between 
the government and the Bank, and in 
a variety of ways, fully fifteen mil- 
lions more of charge really imposed 
upon the country, than in any of the 
preceding seven years. The right ho- 
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nourabl^ gentleman had referred to 
the amount of consumption in 1816 
and 1825, to establish that there was 
an , increase in the quantity of con- 
sumption. He would take a period 
of ten years, as furnishing a sufficient 
space of time whereon to ground a 
fair estimate, to show, that tlie con- 
sumption of malt, and beer, and tea, 
and several other articles on which 
they were told that a large increase 
had taken place, had diminished ; ta- 
king, as they were bound to do, the 
increase of the population into consi- 
deration. It was not a little remark- 
able, respecting the consumption, of 
malt, that, taking the period between 
1788 and 1792, and a similar period 
preceding 1825, the consumption in 
the former period was greater, al- 
though the population of England*, 
had, since the former period, at least 
increased to forty per cent. Sugar 
also, notwithstanding the statement 
j)ut forth by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, had decreased. As to tea, 
on which an increase had been stated 
of 20 per cent, every one knew that 
the consumption of tea for the last 
twenty years had been stationary. In 
short, no j)art of the statement of the 
right honourable gentleman was fair- 
ly siipjmrted by the returns laid upon 
the table of the House. Tlie right 
honourable gentleman had stated that 
the public had saved much by not 
funding exchequer bills a few years 
ago. Last year the government might 
have funded their Exchequer bills 
Mdth the funds at 97. They will now 
have to fund at a loss of 20 per cent, 
which they might have avoided. This 
loss would be equal to the amount of 
the assessed taxes for one year. The 
right honourable gentleman had taken 
credit for the reduction of the Scotch 
Customs and Excise boards, but he 
(Mr Hume) wished that the right 
Jiott. gentleman, instead of boasting 
of the past, had informed the Ilojig^. 


how the country was to go on. BeV 
tween four and five millions were an^* 
nually extracted from this country, i 
on account of Ireland, He believeiV 
that all the upper classes in the 
ploy of government were over-paid, 
whilst the uilder classes were very 
much under-paid. In proportion as 
the national debt decreased, Uie go- 
vernment augmented tlv^ establish- 
ments and expenditure of the country. 

Sir J. Newport said, that he thought 
that the country was greatly indebted 
to the right honourable gentlemen 
(the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Mr Huskisson) for the measures which 
they had adopted since they had been 
in office. 

Mr Baring thought that, whilst the 
country was filled with bubble for- 
tunes, there must be a bubble reve- 
nue ; but on the whole, he had never 
heard a speech which had given him 
more satisfaction than that of the, 
right honourable gentleman. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in explanation, observed, that al- 
though he could not calculate upon 
so much as 400,000/. or 500,000/. yet 
the increase, next year, would no 
doubt be considerable. 

Sir Charles Forbes hoped that if 
the rigiit honourable gentleman per- 
sisted in interfering with the Scotch 
system of bunking, the Scotch mem- 
bers would do their duty, taking a 
pattern from the members for the sis- 
ter country, and stick together. He 
would oppose such a project night 
after night ; and if only one membei: 
would stand by him, he pledged him- 
self to defeat the measure. 

Mr Ellice would put it to the ho« 
nourable baronet why, when a bill 
had been prepared for the regulation 
of bankers, it should not be extended 
to those of Scotland ? If there had 
been any suclv thing as overtrading, 
the Scotch ^bankers had been guilty 
oi‘ it, and this ite pledged himself to 
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proVie, if occasion ofTerecl. As he was 
upon his legs, he would beg to ask 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr 
Huskisson) with respect to the tax 
on soap, %vhcther any relief was in- 
tended to be afforded to the silk trade 
in that particular ? ’ 

Mr Huskisson, in answer, stated, 
that it was intended that the relief to 
be afforded the silk trade, was the 
same as that afforded to the woollen 
trade— namely, a drawback on the 
quantity of soap consumed. As to the 
ditty on dye-drugs, he would be glad 
if\he honourable member would say 
upon what articles the duty could be 
reduced. He thought that the state- 
ments of the honourable member (Mr 
Maberly) wei% calculated to obscure 
the very clear and satisfactory state- 
ment of his right honourable friend. 
According to the honourable gentle- 
man, the debt, capital as well as charge, 
had increased since 1819. It was a 
common observation, that by means 
of figures any result could be gained ; 
and certainly the honourable gentle- 
man had demonstrated the truth of it. 
7'he 1 louse wouldbe surprised to learn, 
that by an account moved for by the 
honourable member, and now on the 
table, it was made to appear, that be- 
tween 1821 and 1825, the debt of the 
country had increased 70,000,000^., 
and the charge 20,000,000/. This was 
an entire misconception — a fallacy 
which the form of the account moved 
for by the honourable member, tend- 
ed to produce. — An honourable mem- 
ber (Mr Hume) said that the country 
paid more taxes now than in 1816; 
but in proportion as taxes Were redu- 
ced, consumption was increased, and 
consequently the aggregate amount 
of the taxes. 

On the motion that the usual 4s. in 
the pound upon all pension^, offices, 
8:c. should be voted, the resolution 
was put and carried, after some slight 
opposition by Mr Hume. 


Friday, March 10.— -The pfdelr of 
the day for the House resolving itself 
into a committee of supply, was read. 
On the question that the Speaker 
now leave the chair, 

Mr Maberly said that, thfe go- 
vernment had, in concert with the 
Bank of England, added greatly to 
the existing causes of distress. He 
felt it to be his duty to point out 
where the great error in their conduct 
lay. The statement he had to make 
he should divide into two parts. The 
first would relate to the mismanage- 
ment of the unfunded debt, and the 
lattor to the misarrangement and mis- 
management of the funded debt ; both 
of which had, in his opinion, added 
greatly to the inconveniences of the 
country. Beginning with the manner 
in which government had managed 
the issue of Exchequer bills, the ho- 
nourable gentleman made a number 
of observations, and stated, that upoA 
that subject he w^ould read the resolu- 
tions he meant to propose : — 

That it appears by returns to the 
House, that on the 6th of Jan. 1826, 
the amount of Exchequer bills out- 
standing and unpaid was 37,502,017/. 
9^. 7ri. ; that on or about the 20th of 
December they were at a discount of 
80s., and that it therefore became ne- 
cessary to raise the interest previous- 
ly granted on them, in order to pre- 
vent their being paid into the Exche- 
quer as revenue, or a part of them 
being demanded in cash. And that, 
notwithstanding this advance of the 
rate of interest on Exchequer bills, it 
became necessary to relieve the mar- 
ket by reducing the quantity sale, 
which was effected by means of a large 
portion of them being absorbed ih 
purchases made by the Bank, which 
brought them to about par at the end 
of the month. 

That on the 11th of February 
they were again at or about 2ls, per 
cent discount, when the Bank came 
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tnxNre into the market, and 
Ifronditthem to par. 

That the Bank, from various cir- 
t?i)tmstances, might not have been able 
Aus to relieve the market without en- 
dangering its credit : yet, had not re- 
lief been afforded^ bills paid in as re- 
venue might have left the Exchequer 
without any means of paying the di- 
vidends, provided the Bank could not 
advance the whole amount of them. 

' That the Bank, in order to pay 
die Jan. dividends, having already 
advanced 5,548,817/. 9s. 7d.f it was 
highly improbable that it could at 
au'eb a moment make a further^ad- 
Vance of 3,128,183/. (the additional 
$utti necessary) without placing itself 
In a most hazardous situation : and it 
appears, therefore, that although the 
prompt relief in the purchase of Ex- 
chequer bills given by the Bank did 
at the moment avert these calamitous 
consequences, still the danger of ha- 
ving such a large unfunded debt be- 
comes strikingly obvious, by the bank 
being obliged a few days since to 
^ovae into the market a second time 
to prevent a further depreciation of 
them. 

" That, notwithstanding the low 
rate of interest which has been paid 
on Exchequer bills, it has been both 
inexpedient and dangerous to leave so 
large an amount of debt unfunded ; 
not only for the reasons stated in the 
foregoing resolution, but because it 
might have been funded on most ad- 
vantageous terms, and at a saving of 
some millions to the country, whilst 
by leaving it unfunded untU a period 
of political difficulty arrives, it cannot 
faU seriously to anect public credit, 
and to impair the energies of the 
country ; and that it appears therefore 
to this House, that it is highly expe- 
dient to reduce the unfunded debt 
within more reasonable limits.” 

He now came to the mismanage- 
ment which had prevailed in the fund- 


ed debt ; his comments upon which 
he concluded by reading his other 
resolutions ; — 

That although, by a vote of this 
house, 5,000,000/. were declared ne- 
cessary as a sinking fund tfO uphojld 
public credif’by diminishing the na- 
tional debt, yet, in the course of a 
very few days after that declaratipn, 
the House came to a determination of 
granting m annuity of 2,800,000/. 
for 45 years, thereby increasing the 
public debt many millions (by re- 
turn to the House, March 1826, 
74,632,051/.), and at the sarne tirtic 
violating the very principle which it 
had declared to be the only one by 
which public credit could be sup- 
ported. t 

That part of the said annuity, 
amounting to 585,740/., for 44 years, 
was sold to the Bank of England for 
13,089,424/., payable by instalments, 
the last of which falls duein July, 1 828, 
and part, amounting to 2,214,200/., 
still rernmns unsold, to the value of 
nearly 50,000,000/. ; and that, under 
present circumstances, it will be ex- 
pedient to sell the remaining part of 
the said annuity, and that it will be 
expedient to repeal so much of the 
act granting the said annuity as re- 
lates 10 the part unsold, and to charge 
the amount necessary to defray the 
naval and military pensions from July 
1828, on the consolidated or sinking 
fund. 

That the capital of the funded 
unredeemed debt of the United King- 
dom stood in the finance accounts 
of the 5th of January, 1825, at 
781,123,222/. 15s, 6d,; whereas the 
real capital debt of the country ap>« 
proaches to nearly 900,000,000/., in- 
asmuch as the capital of the termina- 
ble annuities is not included in the 
above sum.” 

Mr jierries. — The hon. member 
had accused the government of coii,- 
fiision in making up the accounts of 
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funded debt. The eonfusion ex- 
ifitfed only in the ideas of the hon. 
member, and greater confusion than 
prevailed there he had never known. 
The hon. member, some time ago, 
called for a paper, to show the state 
of the funded debt, whiph the House 
ordered to be produced. The hon. 
member had directed, that in that 
paper an estimate should be made of 
the total vdlue of the annuity of 
2,800,000/. set apart for providing for 
the charge of the military half-pay. 
This estimate was set down under last 
year’s alone ; and the conse- 

quence was, that in that year, as com- 
pared with former years, there ap- 
peared an enormous difference in the 
amount of tl^e funded debt. Upon 
this mistake, created by the hon. 
member himself, he had raised his 
argument. The hon. member had 
charged the government with not ha- 
ving effected tlie reduction of the na- 
tional debt. He begged to call the 
attention of the House to this subject. 
The bullion committee of 1819 re- 
commended that the unfunded debt 
should be reduced to the extent ©f 
10,000,000/. ; and government had not 
only complied with that recommenda- 
tion, but gone beyond it. It had 
discharged^upwards of 13,000,000/. 
of the unfunded debt. That debt was 
divided into two parts. One part, 
consisting of Exchequer bills, was 
called the unprovided debt ; and the 
ptlier part, existing by anticipation of 
the funds, by which at a limited pe- 
riod it was to be discharged, was 
called the provided debt. When he 
spoke of the reduction of the un- 
funded debt, it would be understood 
that he alluded only to that part of 
it which was unprovided. To the 
unprovided debt no addition had been 
made since the date of the report of 
the bullion committee ; on the con- 
trary, it had been made the subject 
of gradual reduction. On the 5th of 


January, 1819, the unprovided debt 
stood at 19,480,000/. ^ on the 5th 
January, 1826, it stood at 6,139f000/. 
The question raised by^ the hon« 
member was this— .whether it wo^^ 
have been wiser for ministers to haye 
funded the Exchequer bills, or raised 
money to pay them off, or to have 
adopted those measures which bad 
relieved the country from a portion 
of taxation, and enabled us to enter 
upon a more liberal system of com<^ 
mercial policy.^ It was impossible 
that government could have adopted 
both plans. They could not rowr 
twq ways at once. During the last 
few years Exchequer bills had been 
at a premium. It was true that these 
securities had recently suffered a dcf 
preciation; but it was impossible 
that government could anticipate the 
late convulsion. The whole amount 
of unfunded debt at present out- 
standing in the hands of the Bank 
and the public, might be called 
30,500,000/. On the 5th of Januwy, 
1819, it was about 44,000,000/. With 
respect to all that the hon. member 
had said about the embarrassment of 
the Bank, owing to their transactions 
with government, he was sure it was 
completely fallacious. 

Mr Baring. — As to the question, 
whether the unfunded debt was or 
was not too great, it would have been 
a wise measure on the part of go- 
vernment, when the stocks were at 
95, to fund a portion of this debt* 
Every debt the government was liable 
to pay, they should then have paid. 
No explanation had been given by 
the hon. member (Mr Herries) of the 
difficulties of the Bank. The story 
told by the Bank was — that during 
the bubble period they bad a circula- 
tion of 21,000,000/. on an average. 
The exchanges going up, the Bank 
took fright, and in three months 
brought down their circulation to 
17,400,000/. When they found th^ 
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ineas^re unbearable, the Bank then 
came forward. Some might say^ 
that the government were in fault, 
and others might lay the blame on 
the Bank ; but no man who under- 
stood the subject would hesitate to 
say that between them the blame 
rested. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that as to the transactions of the 
last three years, the hon. member 
(Mr Baring) had unfairly represented 
them. In 1823, when the hon. 
member said the government should 
have funded, the three per cents were 
not ranging between 90 and 100, hut 
had been so low as 72. The hon. 
'member had stated that no attempt 
was made to reduce the unfunded 
'debt in 1824 ; this he denied. When 
the unfunded portion of the debt was 
at a high premium, funding was not 
an easy operation. When the secu- 
rities were at a premium of 60^., 
people w'ould not part with them 
without some advantage being offer- 
ed. It would, besides, have been 
inconsistent in 1824 to fund a mass 
of exchequer bills, whilst government 
was reducing the four per cents, 

Mr Hume said, that if he (Mr 
Hume) personally calculating the full 
extent and value of all lie owed in the 
world in the year 1 8 19, found it amount 
to 20,000/., and, after applying a sink- 
ing fund for six years to liquidate it 
• — viz. up to the year 1825 — found it 
then amount to 22,000/.; the infer- 
ence, which it would be rather difficult 
to get over, would be, that he had lost 
2000/. by his liquidating operation. 
On the 5th January, 1819, the value 
of the whole debt of the country, as va- 
lued by the public accountant, amount- 
ed, in present money, to 832,000,000/. 
That sum, in cun-ency, would have 
^cleared the kingdom from the principal 
debt, and the yearly amount of interest 
paid was 29>000,00p/. Now, what was 
our situation .when our sinking fund 


had been seven years at work, in 1 826 ? 
Why, we had an increase of revenue 
over expenditure to the extent of 
19^000,000/. ; this was exclusive of a 
sum of 500, 000/. received from the East 
India Company, and another sum from 
Austria of more than 2,000,000/., and 
yet the value of the whole amount of 
our debt was now 89^,700,000/., be- 
ing an increase, as regarc^pd principal, 
of 61,7000/. ; and the interest whicli 
we paid u^as increased bj^about 31 ,000/. 
a-year. Then where was our surplus of 
revenue, 1 9,000,000/. Where was 
the money that had been borfowed ? 
It was all lost. These were the advan- 
tages and bounties of the sinking fund. 
In 1822, a loan had been contracted 
for with the Bank of 13» 000,000/., in 
which we had given 100/. 3 })cr cent 
stock, for every 73/. 5.v. in m(mcy that 
we received. What followed ? The 
commissioners of the sinking fund 
carried this 7J/‘ 3s. into the market, 
and bought stcK;k, ])ayiug .00/., 95/., 
and even 100/., for that which we luul 
sold for the JSL 5s, Here was a loss 
of no less than 15/. per cent upon the 
average upon the sum paid iij), vi hicli 
was 8,000,000/. He now came to the 
manner in which the unfiindetl debt 
of the country was managed, wliich 
was just as satisfactory as t^ic rest. Tlie 
right hon. gentleman made much of 
the mischief which the issues of the 
Bank paper had done to the country 
— how came it that they said nothing 
of their own excessive issues of Ex- 
chequer bills, which had done ten 
times more towards deranging the mo- 
ney-market, and producing the causes 
which had led to the late distress? 
In 1817, they had had 49,000,000/. of 
Exchequer bills out; in 1818, they 
had issued 12,000,000/. more, making 
61,000,000/. If the issues of bank 
paper had raised prices through the 
country, what must have been the ef- 
fect of such an issue as this ? In 
1819, fkc Exchequer bills nut had 
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.been 48,000,000/. 14,000,000/. liaviiig 
. been paid off. 

Mr Mabcrly declined pressing a di- 
vision, and the resolutions were nega- 
tived. ^ 

On Monday, April^ 17» the Chan- 
<5ellor of the Exchequer, in a commit- 
tee of ways and means, rose to propose 
certain resolutions respecting thefund- 
ing of Ext'hcquer bills, a measure 
>vnich had been adopted by ministers 
for the purpose of relieving the Bank 
from a portion of the advances which 
had been made to government, and of 
diminishing the amount of Exchequer 
bills in the nuu’ket. Government had 
sent a message to the Bank, explain- 
ing that it jjvas intended to fund Ex- 
chequer bills, by creating a new stock, 
which should yield 4 per cent, fixing 
the amount of stock at 107/. for each 
subscription of lOOZ. Exchequer bills, 
or lOOZ. 10 a*. cash ; and it was farther 
proposed, in order to make the pro])o- 
sition more acceptable, that the sb)ck 
should not be redeemable iu less than 
seven years. In consequence of this 
measure, books were opened at tlic 
Bank on Wednesday last, and it was 
fixed that the interest should coin- 
mciice on the 3th of April current, and 
that the first payment should be made 
on the 10th of October next. The 
total amount projK)sed to be subscribed 
for was 8,000,000/. He was happy 
to state tluit the measure had been 
most successful ; 8,0(X),O00Z. or nearer 

9,000,000/., had been purchased. All 
that remained now was, to state the 
charges wdiich would te created by 
this funding of Exchequer bills, and 
to propose the resolutions wdiich he 
meant to submit to the House. The 
addition thus made to the funded debt 
wwld be 8,560,000/., the interest on 
which would amount to the annual 
sum of 342,400/. ; the JuJdition of the 
sinking fund would be 5600/., not upon 
the stock created, as the only sinking 
fund necessary would be 1 per cent 
upon Hie funding and capital created, 


making a total of 350,368/., including 
2368/. for the management of the con- 
cern. The two sums of 3600/. and 
the 2368/. he did not .mean to meet by 
levying a new tax, but he proposed to 
place it to the account of the consoli- 
dated fund. The right lion, gentle- 
man concluded by moving several re- 
solutions, which merely repeated the 
condition of the subscription. 

The resolutions were put and agreed 
to. 

Mr Grenfell rose to move for ac- 
counts, first of the balances of public 
money in the hands of the Bank of 
England, and next of the charges for 
the management of the public debt, 
and other services performed by the 
Bank for the public. He remembered 
that at one time the average amount 
of the public balance lodged in the 
Bank for current use, amounted, for 
10 or 12 years, to no less a sum than 

11.000. 000/. or 12,000,000/. a-year. 
Of late years, this amount had con- 
siderably decrease^. In 1821 it w^as 
diminished to 3,900,000/. In 1822, it 
rose again to between four and fiv’e 
millions ; in 1823, to between five and 
six ; in 1 824, it had advanced to above 
seven millions. It was right to call 
attention to this circumstance, for, 
when the expiration of tlie bank char- 
ter arrived, it w ould be for tlie govern- 
ment to consider what bargain it would 
renew for the transaction of the pub- 
lic business wdth the present Bank, 
(for he thought it would still be pre- 
ferable to deal with them ;) or wlictbcr 
a second bank on a large scale would 
agree to give the public a large par- 
ticipation in the profits arising from 
heavy balances in hand, and take such 
a sum as 10 or 20,000/. a-year for the 
management of the national business. 
Let them consider how the public 
cash account stood at the Bank of 
England. The Bank had advanced 

15.000. 000/. the whole of its cai>ital, 
to the publicy at 3 per cent interest, 
and this large premium they were re- 
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celvihg *f<rf tlie year 1824*, while they 
actual^ were holders of nearly Seven 
millions and a half of the money of 
that same public. Surely there ought 
to be a balance of mutual probt struck 
under cirairastances like these. The 
liext subject that he wished to refer to 
was the allowance made by the public 
to the Bank for the management of 
the public debt ; the trouble of this 
management consisted in the dmly 
transfer of stock, and the payment of 
the annual dividends. When the char«* 


ter should expire, he hoped this mat- 
ter would also be taken into the con- 
sideration of government before they 
renewed the contract ; indeed, on an 
equitable revision of this part of the 
bargain, the ^public ought to save 
250,000/. a-year— He concluded by 
moving for the returns. 

After a few observations by Mr 
Pearse, Mr Hume, and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the motion was 
agreed to. 
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CHAPTER IV 


King and Royal Family— Salary of the President of the Board of Trade*-^ 
Army Estimates— Ordnance Estimates. — Mr Hobhouse*s Motion to reduce 
the Estimates. — Mutiny BilU — Half-Pay, and Pensions.— Navy Esti- 
mates. 


It is essential! to a popular govern- 
ment that jealousy should be felt by 
the people's representatives regarding 
the expenditure of tJie public money ; 
but under our government, never does 
this jealousy appear more active and 
unreasonable than when propositions 
are brought forward having in view the 
accommodation or the dignity of the 
royal family. Of the principle we 
have alluded to— the constitutionality 
of which we have no disposition to con- 
demn, Mr Hume, from his indefati- 
gable habits of scrutinizing the public 
accounts, and opposing public grants, 
may be considered the very personifi- 
cation ; and he would have been act- 
ing out of character, had he not been 
at his post to oppose the very small 
grants of ^i8,000/. and 70,000/. which 
were moved for, in a Committee of 
Supply of the House of Commons, on 
13th March, to meet the expense of 
re{)airs on Buckingham House and 
Windsor Castle. 

Mr Hume wished to know from what 
source the expense of the alterations 
now going on at Buckinghani-housc 
was to be paid ? 

Mr Herries said that the charges 
n ere to be defrayed, as the House was 


aware, from the surplus revenue of tho 
woods and forests. 

Mr Hume wished to know what the 
whole expense would be ? 

Mr Herries was not prepared im- 
mediately to state the amount, but the 
question had been discussed generally 
in the last session. 

Mr Hume said, that the surplus of 
the woods and forests was part of the 
public revenue — just as much as the 
customs or excise ; and no part of the 
public revenue ought to be disposed of 
Avithout an estimate laid before parlia- 
ment. With reference to the bill of the 
last session, he certainly had under- 
stood that the House was to be called 
upon to vote the money required for 
these alterations from year to year. 
Would there be any objection to the 
furnishing an estimate of all the fur- 
ther expense which the country was 
likely to be put to on account of Buck 
ingham-house and Windsor ? 

On the first of these grants being 
moved for, 

Sir C. Long said, that such an esti- 
mate could be given if the hoiu mem- 
ber thought fit to move for it. 

Mr Ellice thouglit that the House 
and the countrv would be much bettei' 
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iufonned of what was gping on, if the 
surplus revenue of the woods and fo- 
rests was regularly brought to account, 
and^the money for these works regu- 
larly voted. 

Mr Huskisson said, that, according 
to the existing act of parliament, trien- 
nial accounts of expenditure must be 
rendered. As he took it, the whole 
matter had been fully explained in the 
discussions of last session. The ex- 
pense of each year was not to go beyond 
the year's surplus chi the revenue of the 
woods and forests. 

On the vote of 70,000/. for repairs 
and works at Windsor Castle, * 

Mr Hume again urged the necessity 
of furnishing parliament with proper 
estimates of the charges incurred, and 
themoneyM'anted to complete the work. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
admitted that the expense had exceed- 
ed the estimate considerably. But it 
was impossible that any correct esti- 
inate could have been formed. 

Lord J. Russell thought that the 
House ought in tlie hrst instance, ac- 
cording to the suggestion of his hon. 
friends about him, to have had clear 
and satisfactory estimates prcKluced. 

Sir C. Long felt quite certain that 
the expenses ultimately would not ex- 
ceed S()O,O 0 OL, which m as the sum first 
named by his right hon. friend, 

Mr George Lamb did not object to 
the money which had been thus ex- 
pended ; and if more mxtc wanted for 
the completion of that royal residence 
he would cheerfully vole that it should 
be granted. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
continued.— A purchase had been made 
of private proj>crty to the amount of 
16,000/. to carry on the works. It 
would be for the pleasure of parliament 
to ^y, whether tliey would continue 
the improvements which were now pro- 
secuting at Windsor Castle. Great ad* 
vantage >vould arise to the underta- 


king by the removal of several old build- 
ings, which now detract, ed frofn the 
beauty of tlie Castle ; but it would de- 
pend upon parliament to grant the ne- 
cessary funds. 

Mr Hume considered tliat for all 
the use that Would be made of Windsor 
Castle, it might have remained as be- 
fore. The country would be drained 
by these grants. » 

The vote was then carried. 

Mr Hume was much more success- 
ful in resisting a proposition brought 
forward by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer for raising the salary of the Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade to 5000/., 
tliough he continued to hold the office 
of Treasurer of the Navy at a salary 
of 3000/. I'he proposition was, in no 
point of view, of much real importance, 
hut an extraordinary ideal importance 
happened to be attached to it by the 
country. It rested, in our judgment, 
upon the grounds of substantial jus- 
tice ; hut by the public, it was felt to 
be indecorous in ministers to make an 
attempt to increase the salary of oinr 
of their numi>er, at a time when all 
classes were groaning under a load of 
unexampled distress; and the mea- 
sure, besides, was calculated to dis- 
turb the confidence which the public 
had been induced to re]>ose in the eco- 
nomical professions of the government. 
The measure, during the first sttige^ 
of its progress, was supported by a 
great majority ; but, at length the mi- 
nority bixamc j>owcrfuI, and so veil 
was it understood to represent the 
sense of the country, that ministers 
agreed to abandon the measure. 

It was first brouglit forward on the 
6tli of April, by the Chancellor of tlnj 
Exchequer, in a Committee of the 
House of Commons upon the Civil List 
Act. 

The right hon. gentleman said, that 
in rising to move a resolution regard- 
ing the salary of the President of the 
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Bdaiid of Trade, lie tliouglit it neces- 
8^ to observe^ tlie state of that 
olii^liad joot alone been considered 
defective by colleagues in office on that 
aide of the House^ but had actually, 
on eeveral occasions, drao^n forth oh^ 
so^Pvations from the gentlemen oppo- 
siter inany of whom, during the last 
session, had Repeatedly given utter- 
ance to an opinion that the salary of 
the right lion, gentleman (Mr Hus- 
kkson) was totally incompatible with 
the duties which it became necessary 
for him to jierforrn. Prior to the year 
J 782, all matters connected with the 
trade and commerce of the country 
had been managed by a board com- 
posed of various members of the go- 
vernment. After having been for a 
time subjected to the lash of Mr 
Burke’s ridicule and invective at that 
period, the Board was finally abolished. 
It was soon found, however, that in 
this country commerce affected such a 
variety of interests, as to render it 
impossible that it could be safely left 
without some superintendence more 
particularly devoted to its |)eculiai‘ 
objects; and, in consequence, about 
the year 1784, the concerns of trade 
and commerce were intrusted to a 
committee of the Privy Council, under 
the direction of a president and vico- 
prcsident. As nothing could be more 
absurd than the paying of an office 
without any reference to the sort of 
mind and character required to per- 
fi&riu its duties, he conceived it would 
be both just and proper to apply to the 
Presidency of the Board of Trade the 
same acale of allowance which had 
been thought fit for the Vice-Presi- 
dcnc) on a former occasion ; and con- 
sidering the salary of that office, and 
tlie labour of body and mind required 
fmra tbejierson upon whom its various 
and important duties devolved, he 
thought that 5000/, a-year was no 
more than what might be considert'd 
a fair compensation for his labours. 
* VOL. \ 1 X. TART I * 


To ilie arduous nature of those duties^r 
lie (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
could> from experience, bear amplp 
testimony; and he would now vcn» 
ture to declare, that however arduous 
lie might have found those duties, 
they must have since become of a 
ture which would require a devotion 
both of bodily and mental powers, not 
repaid too largely by the sum he now 
proposed. It would be very liad taste 
in him to attempt to pronounce any 
fiourishing panegyric upon his right 
hon. friend : but be would take leave 
to a;^ert, that no man ever brought to 
that, or any other office, greater zeal 
and devotion — no man ever brought 
greater assiduity to all the various 
details of his duty — ^nonc a more com- 
prehensive intellect — ^none a more re- 
solute mind — and none ever had dis- 
charged all the functions of his office 
with more real benefit to bis country. 

Mr Hume said, he had no objection 
to give the right hon. President of the 
Board of Trade the addition proposed, 
while he continued to hold that situa- 
tion ; but be begged to know, whether 
it was the intention of ministers that 
tlie right hon. gentleman should con- 
tinue to receive 3000/. as Treasurer 
of the Navy, or whether it was their 
intention to reduce the expense of 
that sinecure office by joining it with 
some other ? In looking over the act 
of the 22d Geo. III. cap. 8.2, by 
which the Board of Trade was created , 
he observed that tlie preamble of the 
bill began with a Wherejis it is ex - 
pedient to carry into effect the new 
economical plan which has been re- 
commended for various public offices 
now he wished to know whether the 
Chancellor of tl^e Exchequer, before 
he made his proposal to the House, had 
read this preamble ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that in reply to the question of 
the hon. gentleman with respect to 
the office of Treasurer of Ike Navy, 
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he could say, with sincerity, that no 
intention or uniting the two offices 
ever entered into his mind, or that of 
his right hon; friend.— His right hon. 
friend had been at one time agent, he 
believed, to Ceylon, but he gave that 
up after his ap[>ointmeut to his pre- 
sent office, and he did not hold now 
any other situation excej)t tlic Tiua- 
surership of the Navy. It was cer- 
tainly the intention of ministers to 
bestow that office on some other per- 
son with its present income, with the 
single exception of a house at the pub- 
lic expense. He could not by any 
means allow that the office was a sine- 
cure. M’ben be (the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer) licld it in the year 
18 18, the salary had been reduced from 
4000/. a-year to 3000/. ; but certainly 
liot on account of its duties being con- 
sidered nominal. 

Mr Calcraft thought no person more 
able, or more zealous in the discharge 
of his high duties than the right hon. 
President of tlie Board of Trade. He 
had no objection to tlw; grant of 5000/. 
hut he was opposed, to the mode in 
which the grant was to be made. By 
it they were creating a new office 
for the disposal of government. The 
right hon. gentleman had now 3000/. 
a-year as Treasurer of the Navy ; he 
would give him 2000/. as President 
of the Board of Trade ; and thus he 
would have 5000/. a-year, at an ex- 
pense to the country of 2000/. a-year. 
The duties of the Treasurer of the 
Navy had nothing in them incompati- 
ble with the duties of the President of 
the Board of Trade. Mr Dundas, 
when he was Secretary of War, was 
also Treasurer of the Navy; and a 
Speaker of the House of Commons 
had held the same office. 

Mr Robertson begged to call the 
attention of the House to the charter 
which had been last year granted by 
the President of the Board of Trade, 
to incorporirtt' a c(‘rtain silK (‘oinpanv. 


At the head of that company stood the 
name of Mr Baring ; and he (Mr Ro- 
bertson) could not hut remark it as a 
very singular coincidence, tliat early 
in the month of June, 1825, a short 
time after tke charter had been grant- 
ed, Mr Baring rose up in his place to 
projwse an increase to the salar}^ of 
the Pi ffsidcnt of the Board of Tra<lc. 
The hon. member (Mr Baring) on 
another occasion had proposed remu- 
neration to the same individual ; and 
he (Mr Robertson) con Id not hut think 
that there must have been some secret 
understanding l>etween the parties. 
He could not agree in the propriety 
of granting an increase to the Pre- 
sident of the-iloard of Tr^de, under 
the circumstances which he had stated. 
He knew^ of no measure ad(q)tcd by 
that right honourable gentleman for 
the good of tlie country, tliat had not 
originated with the other side of the 
House. 

Mr Baring could assure the hon. 
gentleman that he had totally mis- 
taken his motives in moving for an 
increase of salary to the right hon. 
the President of the Board of Trade. 
Pie certainly had voted for that in- 
crease from a conviction that it was 
called for, and in giving his support 
to the present measure, his opinion as 
to its justice and expediency was un- 
altered. He would go even furthei', 
and state, that there never was a vote 
more justly called for. With respect 
to the allusion which had been made 
to the company of which he had be- 
come a member, he had never in his 
life spoken a word on the subject of 
the company to the right hon. gentle- 
man ( Mr Huskisson), and he could not 
but express his surprise that the hon. 
entleman (Mr Robertson) should 
ave thought fit to advance so un- 
warrantrfble a statement. 

Mr Peel said, that if the charges 
brought forward by the hon. mem- 
ber (Mr Hoherlson) were confined 
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ivithin the walls of the House, he 
would not hare thought it necessary 
to notice them, and, in the name of 
his right hon. friend, to repel them, 
as he now did. His right hon. friend 
bad lent his name to thc^silk company 
nominally, because he thought that 
by so doing lie might forward the 
concern ; but if the whole wealth of 
India could h!avc been gained by lend- 
ing himself to any company, his right 
hon. friend would spurn the offer. 
He (Mr Peel) wondered that the hon. 
gentleman who had uttered those 
charges, did not feel asliamed of the 
part which he acted. He hoped that 
the House would agree in the pre- 
sent motion, and that there would he 
no want of unanimity in passing a 
vote which was founded in justice. 
He could not see why the offices 
should be connected, and he thought 
that their respective duties would be 
best performed by placing them in 
separate hands. 

Mr Maberly entirely concurred in 
the view taken of the question before 
the House by the right hon. gentle- 
man who Iind just sat down. 

Mr Calcraft repeated, that he would 
certainly ojiposc the present vote, un- 
less he received some pledge that the 
Treasurership of tlie Navy would be 
modified, and the business done, as 
it might be, by the Paymaster. 

Mr T. Wilson considered that the 
present was not the lime for taxing 
the country for an increase of official 
salary. 

Mr Hume moved as an araend- 
mient, that 5000/. a-year be the salary 
of the President of the Board of 
Trade, but with this accompanying 
qualification, — that it be expedient to 
inquire whether any of the existing 
offices could be abolished to save and 
make up the above amouuTof salary. 
He could point out many offices from 
which the saving migJit be made. 

Mr R. Smith propof'Cd to limit tin* 


amendment to the office of Treasurer 
of the Navy. 

Mr Ellice hoped his hon. friend 
would withdraw his amendment, or 
allow the inquiry to be limited as 
proposed. It would then be, that 
the sum of 5000/. a-year be given as 
the salary of the President of the 
Board of Trade,- but that inquiry 
should be made whether the office ol* 
Treasurer of the Navy could not be 
modified or abolished.’' 

Mr Hume would not withdraw his 
amendment until the House pronoun- 
ced an opinion on the original motion.* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
thought that the question before the 
committee had no connexion with that 
of any other office. However, he 
would not object to postponing the 
farther consideration of tins subject 
till to-morrow. 

After a few words from Mr R. 
Smith, the (’Jiairman reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

On the following day, tlic H<>uso 
having resolved itself into a conmiiltC(* 
of the whole House, 

The Chancellor of tlie Exchequer 
said, that if he could persuade him- 
self that the office of Treasurer oi'the 
Navy was a sinecure, he would rea- 
dily consent to its abolition, and pro- 
vide for the increased salary of llu» 
President of the Board of Trade out 
of the saving thus made. As to tlu‘ 
duties of the office, he had held it, 
and he could assure the committtH? 
that it was very far from a sinecure. 
If tlie duties and responsibility of the 
Treasurer were thrown upon the Pay- 
master, who had only 1000/. a-ycar, 
he did not think that those duties 
would be efficiently performed* He 
did not mean to assert that those du- 
ties were sucli as occasioned grt'at 
bodily labour or mental anxiety, hut 
still the respoiiblbilily was Tor- 
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merly, the Treasurer was in the re- 
ceipt of large sums from prohts on 
the money which was allowed to be 
in his hands; but, subsequently, those 
profits were t^ken away, ana a sa- 
lary of 4000/. a-year allowed instead* 
Hie committee of finance, in 1817, 
recommended that the office of Tre^ 
surer of the Navy should be assimi- 
lated in point of salary to that of the 
Paymaster-General of the Forces. 
Formerly, that office was divided be- 
tween two persons, each of whom 
had a salary of 2000/* a^year : after- 
wards, by the recommendation of the 
committee of finance, the second 
Paymastership was abolished, and a 
salary of 2000/. a-year, with a resi- 
d^ce and some small emoluments 
added, which made it worth about 
2500/. a-year. The committee re- 
commended a similar establishment 
for the Treasurer of the Navy ; but 
at the same time it was understood, 
that if that office were held along 
with another of public and active em- 
ployment to which no salary was at- 
taehed, it should continue to yield 
the full salary. When he got it, the 
salary was only 3000/* a-year, which 
was 1000/. less than any of his pre- 
decessors in the office had received. 
Now he would admit, that if the two 
offices — that of Treasurer of the Navy 
and that of President of the Board of 
Trade— were disconnected, there was 
no reason why the former should not 
be put upon the salary recommended 
by the committee of finance ; but as 
the present residence attached to it 
might more advantageously for the 
dispatch of public business be ap- 
plied to other uses, and as that, with 
cods and candles allowed, might be 
estimated at about 700/. a-year, he 
would add 500/. a-year to the 2000/., 
thus bringing it on a level with the 
office of Paymaster-General of the 
Forces. He would conclude by re- 
peating whart he said last night — that 


there was no necessary connexion be-* 
tween the regulation of the office of 
Treasurer of the Navy and the vote 
before the committee* f ^ 

Mr Tierney wished that the vote 
before the committee should pass nn^ 
animously, in order to express the 
sense which was entertain^ on all 
sides of the great ability with which 
the right hon. gentleman (Mr HiiS- 
kisson) had discharged the important 
duties of his office. He could by nb 
means concur with those who thought 
that the office of Treasurer of the 
Navy should be abolished. It was 
an office of very old standing, of con- 
siderable public importance, and of 
great personal responsibility to the 
holder. He had held the office, and 
speaking from the recollection of 
twenty-three years back, he could 
assure the committee that it was by 
no means a sinecure. On the con- 
trary, it was one which required no 
inconsiderable degree of care and at'* 
tention, though perhaps the business 
to be done might be gone through by 
one hour’s application every day. In- 
stead of making the two offices sepa- 
rate, he would suggest that 2000/. a- 
year should be added to the salary of 
Treasurer of the Navy, when that ot- 
fice was held by the President of the 
Board of Trade. He thought the 
duties of the two could be efficiently 
performed by the right hon, gentle- 
man who at present held them. 

Mr Huskisson said, that in the 
peculiar situation in which he was 
placed, it could not be expected that 
lie should offer any opinion, as to the 
amount of compensation which should 
be given to the holder of the offices 
which he hod the honour to fill. A& 
ter what had been said by his right 
hon. friend near him and his right 
hon. friertd who had just sat down, 
it would be unnecessary for bina to 
enter into any detail of the duties of 
the office of Treasurer of the Navy* 
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He would^ homiever^ remark that those 
duties had been very considerably 
increased by the attention required 
to seamen’s wills. Gentlemen who 
supposed that the odice of Treasurer 
was a mere banking concern^ were 
very much mistaken, dt was one of 
great responsibility and anxiety^ and 
consistently with his other employ- 
ments, he cpuld not give to it that 
strict attention which was requisite 
for an adequate performance of its 
duties. With respect to the situa- 
tion of President of the Board of 
Trade, he had exerted himself to the 
utmost of his abilities, to render him- 
self useful, and to give satisfaction to 
the country at large. — In concluding 
his observatibns, the right hon. gen- 
tleman left the question entirely to 
the House. The measure was not 
of his seeking ; and in whatever man- 
ner the committee should be inclined 
to dispose of it, he would be satisfied 
with their decision. 

Mr Calcraft observed, that the right 
hon. gentlemen opposite had a pecu- 
liar talent of magnifying the import- 
ance of their respective offices. He 
apprehended, however, that neither 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer nor 
the noble earl at the head of his Ma- 
jesty's councils, were ever obliged to 
beat up for recruits, and to offer a 
bounty for the acceptance of a place. 
He contended that one of the main 
motives which influenced government 
in bringing forward the present ques- 
tion was to throw additional patron- 
age into their hands, and secure 
another member td fill their own 
Yanks. If the House was of his oju- 
snonf they would be cautious how 
they admitted another placeman with- 
in the walls of parliament. This 
Was not the time to add td the pecu- 
niary burdens of the public, for the 
saire of diminishing the olfficial bur- 
dens of the servants of the public. 
It was idle to contend that the two 
/ 


offices could not be managed by the 
sartie individual. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer boasted that he had 
given up a lord of the treasury, id 
order to prove further his d^ire to 
reduce the national expenditure % but 
he had forgotten that the lord eff the 
treasury had not been thrown over- 
board by the rest of the crew until 
they had been defeated on the ques- 
tion respecting the supernumerary 
lords of the Admiralty. 

Sir I. Coffin said, that having held 
the situation of Treasurer of the 
Navy for some years, he did not by 
an 3 ; means look upon the situation as 
a sinecure. 

Mr Denison. — The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had stated, that while 
he had filled the office of President of 
the Board of Trade, he had been re- 
sponsible for a sum of 35,000/., which 
had been lost owing to the defalca- 
tions of.two subordinate individuals. 
He begged to ask if that sum had 
ever been refunded by the right hon. 
gentleman ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that the principal sum made 
away with amounted to something 
about 30,000/., but government, ha- 
ving learned the route of the defaulter, 
were fortunate enough to catch him 
in America. They could not make 
him a prisoner in that country, but 
after some threats 15,000/. or 16,000/. 
were refunded, and his securities were 
obliged to pay largely ; but, notwith- 
standing, the public lost by the trans- 
action. About 6000/. was the sum 
which the other defaulter made away 
with, but nearly the entire amount 
Was recovered from his securities. 

Mr Abercrombie expressed his re- 
gret that this proposition had been 
brought forward, as he had the most 
sincere respect for the right hon. 
gentleman, and a high sense of Jji:5 
services to the public ; and it was 
distressing, that this salary sliuuld be 
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[iroposed in a shape which compelled 
him and others to oppose it on public 
grounds. It was unfortunate, that 
the popularity which the President 
of the Board of Trade had so justly 
acquired in the discharge of his du- 
ties to the public, should be exposed 
to so much risk by a proposition like 
this, A great deal had been said 
about the incompatibility of the office 
of President of the Board of Trade 
with that of Treasurer of the Navy. 
From all that he had heard about the 
matter, it appeared to him that there 
was no incompatability between them, 
and that botn offices might be |}eld 
and adequately managed by one per- 
son, They had the advantage of ex- 
perience on the subject. Lord Mel- 
ville had held the office of Treasurer 
uf the Navy along with that of Secre- 
tary of State. To be sure, Lord Mel- 
ville had the services of his right hon. 
friend as his under Secretary; but 
then the President of the Board of 
Trade had the assistance of the Vice- 
President. The object, in short, ap- 
peared to be to make a separate Trea- 
surer of the Navy, in order to get 
another placeman's vote in parlia- 
ment. It would be, the duty of the 
House, to take care that the influence 
of the Crown, already too great, 
should not be increased by the ad- 
mission of another government oflicer 
into parliament. There was a Vice- 
Treasurer of Ireland, who had nothing 
to do in that country but to sign his 
name to some papers, and therefore 
that officer took care to attend par- 
liament in this country, while this 
Vice-Treasurer had another Vice in 
Ireland. There was another office 
that might be united with that of Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade — he 
meant the office of Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster ; and why should 
not the salary of that office be increa- 
sed so as to affi^rd ample remunera- 


tion to the President rf the Board of 
Trade ? 

Sir John Newport. — There was 
only one opinion as to the merit of 
the President of the Board of Trade, 
and it was distressing to force the 
House to oppose this resolution, which 
they could not support without a vio* 
lation of their public duty. 

Mr Canning.— To vote for this sa- 
lary would not compromise the right 
of any gentleman to call for an inqui- 
ry into the office of Treasurer of the 
Navy. He denied that this measure 
would increase the influence of the 
crown. It might be right or wrong 
for the Treasurer of the Nav}*' to sit 
in that House, but it was not matter 
of course that another' office should 
be held by the same person. Lord 
Melville, it was true, held the office 
of President of* the Board of Control 
with the Treasurership of the Navy. 
But Lord Harrowby, the right hon. 
gent, opposite (Mr Tierney), he him- 
self, and Mr Sheridan, had each helil 
the Treasurership of the Navy, with- 
out any other office. During all that 
time, it had nevCi’ been iiiatle a ques- 
tion whether the Treasurer of the Na- 
vy ought not to be allowed to sit in 
the House, It was incorrect to talk of 
the office as a sinecure — it was not so 
in any one sense of the word. The 
increase in public business was almost 
overwhelming in every department. 
Concerning his own office, he could 
only say that he did not spare him- 
self; but certain it was that no man 
who held it could call one hour of his 
time his own. As to the salary to the 
President of the Board of Trade, it 
was a question which stood on its own 
merits. It was nothing more than 
restoring the salary which had been 
taken away by Mr Burke’s bill, and 
that upon circumstances so entirely 
diflerent, as to furnish a complete jus- 
tification of the measure. 
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, Ml* Calcrat^ tlicn proposed that tlie 
chairman should report progress, and 
as}i: leave to sit again on Monday. 

On the amendment being put, the 
numbers were, 

For the amendment, 44— ^Against 
tt^ 8 J — Majority in favgur of the ori- 
ginal motion, 311. 

Mr Hume thought an inquiry ought 
now to be instituted whether the of- 
fice of Treasurer of the Navy could 
not be dispensed with altogether, or 
so moditied that another individual 
might be enabled to hold it, and the 
salary be saved to the country. He 
moved an amendment— That it is 
the opinion of this committee, that a 
salary of 5000/. should be attached to 
the office of President of the Board of 
Trade ; but that it is expedient that 
an inquiry should be instituted, to as- 
certain if any, and what, alteration 
can he made in the office and salary 
of tJie freasurer ol* the Navy/' 

Mr Maberiy seconded the amend- 
ment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
contended tliat it was neither proper 
nor parliamentary to discuss in a com- 
mittee of supply, the question whe- 
ther the Treasurer of the Navy ought 
to be permitted to have a seat in pju*- 
Uament. 

Mr Baring said that nothing gave 
him greater pain than to vote against 
the resolution for affording compensa- 
tion to the right honourable gentle- 
man who at present filled the office of 
President of the Board of Trade ; but 
the fact was, that the shape in which 
the present resolution was worded, 
rendered it quite impossible for him 
to afford his consent to it.. He con- 
ceived this to be as decided and as bad 
a government job, as any that had 
ever come under the notice of parlia- 
ment ; and he hoped that tliosc mem- 
bers who were tenacious of the pub- 
lic purse, and also of the constitution- 
al principle of opposing the entrance 


of placemen into that House, would 
give it every opposition in tlieir power. 
As ministers refused to institute thai 
inquiry, all he could do was, to meet 
their resolution with the most deter-^ 
mined opposition. 

On a division, the numbers were— 
For tlie amendment, 35 — ^Against it, 
71 — Majority, 36. 

The original resolution was then 
put and carried. 

On April 10, Mr Brogden appear- 
ed at the bar with the report upon 
the Civil List Act. 

On the question That this report 
be brought up," 

Mr Hobhouse said, he would take 
that opportunity to enter his protest 
against this proceeding, and to express 
his astonishment, that his Majesty’s 
ministers should have chosen this pe- 
culiar time for proposing an unneces- 
sary addition to the number of place- 
men and pensioners whom they now 
saw in the House of Commons. The 
o?ms of proving the necessity of this 
proceeding rested with ministers. The 
right honourable gentlemen on the 
other side of the House were bound to 
show that the duties attached to the 
office of Treasurer of the Navy, and 
President of the Board of Trade, had 
not been heretofore efficiently per- 
formed by one person. Nothing of 
this kind had, however, been asserted. 
Here let it be observed, that he made 
no objection to the increase of that 
right honourable gentleman's salary. 
Very far from it. That was not the 
question ; but whether they were to 
have two officers of the Crown in the 
House of Commons instead of one ? 
His right honourable friend (Mr 
Tierney) had told them, on Friday 
night, that when he filled the office of* 
Treasurer of the Navy, in time of 
war, he performed the duties ade- 
quately, by devoting one hour each 
uay to that object. That statement 
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remijiined uncontradicted. His Ma* 
lOiniaters had not treated the 
ritfht iionourablegenttenian (Mr Hus- 
fairly. That right honour- 
alAit gentlemaa undoubtedly deserved 
much of his country; He had ac- 
jquired popularity^ and it was hard 
upon him that his welLearned po- 
pularity should be obliged to carry 
weight-*-that ministers should endea- 
vour to take advantage of it, in order 
to fasten upon it a measure altogetlier 
unjustifiable. From his unwillingness 
to show the slightest disrespect to the 
President of the Board of Trade, he 
hardly knew how to shape a motion ; 
but, as he was bound to resist ^his 
proceeding, he should take the course 
of protesting against the report. Out 
of doors but one opinion prevailed on 
the subiect, where it was considered, 
aa the honourable member (Mr Ba- 
ring) had termed it— a ministerial 
job# 'Nothing could more plainly show 
the distress of ministers upon this oc- 
casioni than Che fact, that the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade himself 
had been d)liged to make a speech in 
favour of the motion. 

« Lord Glenorchy observed upon the 
obvious difference between the prin- 

X ' IS and the practice of the Chan- 
r of the Exchequer. Ministerial 
influence in that House was already 
more than sufficient, since many 
benches were filled by those who 
were placemen and pensioners of the 
Crown* 

. Mr. Canning.— The hon. member 
(Mr Hobhouse) had asked why the 
present unfavourable time was taken 
for introducing such a proposition ? 
The answer was plain : the question, 
in fact, originated with those whom 
the ))on« gentleman had designated 
hie Majesty's Opposition. Govern- 
meut had not entertained the slight- 
est intention of proposing the change 
until the suggestion came from the 
oUier side of the House in a former 


session. If be were compelled to^ 
purchase one of these offices,^ by 
sacrifice of the other, he would' 
tamly sacrifice the Presidency of die 
Board of Trade, and retain that of the 
Treasurership of the Navy. This'^hc 
would do witli a view to the general 
advantage of the government. It 
seemed to be contended that the two 
offices were so naturally united, that 
nothing "^but the most Barbarous po- 
licy could ever separate them. But 
the office liad been held as often alotie 
as conjoined with another. The of- 
fice was certainly not a sinecure. 
What the right hon, gentleman oppo- 
site (Mr Tierney) had said on a tor^ 
mer night, he (Mr Canning) said now 
— that the Treasurer of the Nav)', 
being an officer high in public trust, 
ought to hold his time and his talents 
at the disposal of government, in or- 
der to spare those servants of go-* 
vernment who were generally over- 
laboured. This was not merely his 
opinion— he was stating only what 
had been said by a committee of that 
House in 1817, at the time Mr Rose 
held the office alone, with a salary of 
^OOO/. There was nothing which 
contributed so much to break down 
the physical strength of a noble 
lord (Castlereagh), whom he (Mr 
Canning) was not worthy to have suc- 
ceeded, as his laborious exertions in 
a select committee of that House; 
The gentlemen opposite had con- 
fessed, that government had done 
some good things $ but, on this sup- 
posed object of ministers to catdi 
another vote, they had bestowed 
every vituperative epithet that could 
be appliea to it* Now, he insisted 
that the present government had 
shown no disposition to increase the 
patronage of the Crown, or to make 
offices for the sake of votes. What 
did it signify to them to gain a few 
single votes ? They did not wmit sach 
votes. Government must be sup^ 
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portied by the confidence and trust 
reposed m it by the great body of 
the liouse and the country. If mat* 
y tees came to that pass that ministers 
most depend for their support on ten 
or twenty votes, it would be time for 
them to think of resigning their of- 
fices. The present government had 
even been very lax on this point, and 
1ml not insisted upon manji officers 
being in parliament who really ought 
to be there. He remembered when Mr 
Pitt, who was himself equal in debate 
to any ten or twelve men of the pre- 
sent day, was supported by the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls (Sir William Grant), 
and the Master of the Rolls sat in par- 
liament until Sir Thomas Plumer was 
appointed to ’the office. This was 
another instance, in the case of One 
who held an office which bore some 
relation, with respect to the civil law, 
to the office of Attorney-general, who 
, had formerly usually sat in parlia- 
ment, and had no seat there at pre- 
sent. In ISOI*, he remembered, when 
a very warm and long debate arose 
on a certain occasion, the whole brunt 
of which-fell on the Masterof the Rolls 
and the King’s Advocate. In what 
period was there such a number of 
the profession of the law among his 
Majesty’s Opposition as existed there 
at the present moment ? What an ad- 
vantage, then, would it have been to 
the ministers, to have had the Master 
of the Rolls and the King’s Advocate 
. in the House on such occasions, for 
instance, as the recurrence of the 
Chancery deMtes, and others of a si- 
milar^ nature, which lawyers alone 
could best understand ? It was of the 
greatest importance to the country, 
that the Crown should look to the 
Houses of Parliament for persons to 
fill bi^ and responsible public situ- 
ations. He knew no law that pre- 
vent the Crown frbm making any 
one who was not in parliament Prime 
Minister. But be bad never beard 


it said, that it would be a good thing 
for the country that the Crown sWld 
choose for ministers persons not in 
parliament. The gentlemen opposite 
might, themselves, soon succeed to 
offices, and he was, therefore, doing 
them a ^reat favour in resisting their 
proposition. If it were acted upon, 
they would have for the great offices 
of state persons of no higher quali- 
fications for them tban those of bank- 
ers’ clerks. The parliamentary charac- 
ter ought never to be separated from 
high and honourable office. So much^ 
then, for the notion of excluding the 
Treasurer of the Navy from parlia- 
ment; and now one word with re^ 
spect to the salary. That salary was 
before 4000/. per annum, and at the 
present time it was SOOO/. It was now 
proposed to reduce it to 2000?. He 
knew no principle upon which any one 
of these sums should be preferred to 
the others. But he found, in the re- 
port of the finance committee, a state- 
ment, that when this office was held 
alone, it should be put on the foot- 
ing of that of Paymaster of the For- 
ces. Here, then, was a rule ; and, 
as the case mentioned by the com- 
mittee was now likely to arise, that 
rule might be applied to this office. 
The salary of the Paymaster of the 
Forces was 2000?. witli a house. It was 
now intended to give the Treasurer 
of theNavy a salary of 2500?. — the ad- 
ditional 500?. being in lieu of a house. 

Mr Tierney . — “ The true and only 
question before us is, whether the sa- 
lary of the President of the Board of 
Trade shall be increased 2000?. more 
than he now receives ; and I beg that 
we may not be talked out of it. Now, 
what, I ask, has that question to do 
with the influence of the Crown, or 
any of the other topics which the 
right hon. gentleman has pressed into 
his service this evening? My hon. 
friend (Mr Hobhousc) calls us his 
Majesty’s Opposition, and I think it 
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is an eatccllent phrase. My lion, 
friend could not Jiave invented a bet* 
ter phrase to designate us than that 
which he has adopted, for we are cer- 
tafinly, to ali intents, a branch of his 
Majesty's Government. Its proceed- 
ings for some time past have proved, 
that though the gentlemen o])posite 
are in odice, we are in power. The 
measures are ours, but all the emolu- 
ments are theirs. It ap])cars, by the 
right lion, gentleman's showing, that 
this is our motion. He contends that 
we liave no right to oppose it, be- 
cause it was we who originally sug- 
gested it. It is in my opinion imma- 
terial from what quarter the sugges- 
tion proceeded. But it seems to have 
lain heavily on the right hon. gentle- 
man (Mr Canning). He steps for- 
ward to relieve himself, and, as he 
assures us, to gratify us ; and he says, 
^ I will accede to your wishes ; I will 
take the salary you suggest for one 
otfice, and I will keep the other office 
with the salary just as it is/ No won- 
der that we do not know our own 
child. Under his nursing, he has 
changed it for a lusty bantling, in the 
shape of a new Treasurer of the Navy ; 
an office which I undertake to prove 
utterly useless, in a ^ensc which I 
will hereafter explain. The right 
hon. gentleman says, that we are not 
sufficiently on the alert with regard 
to our own interests ; and he has de- 
clared that government is in no want 
of such supporters as it may gain 
from this measure. I differ from liim 
widely. I think that government do 
want support. I never saw a session 
when they wanted it more. 'J'hc 
right hon. gentleman may not be 
aware of the full extent of his obliga- 
tions to this side of the House ; but 
I can assure him, that if, as he as- 
serts, he would not consent to stay 
in office with a pitiful majority of 
twenty, he would, without our sup- 
port, have been long ago driven from 


his present honours. If we take away 
our siipjiort, out he must go to-mor- 
row. The right hon. gentleman has 
taken credit somewhat too largely for 
the reduction of the official seats in 
this House, True, we have lately 
had no Master of the Rolls here. 
Hut Sir Thomas Pluraer, towards 
the close of his life, could not, if he 
would, have given his.ncrsonal sup- 
port to the measures of government. 
His infirmities rendered him incapa- 
ble of attending. If we have no 
Master of the Rolls now in this House, 
it is because he is in another place, 
where he is required to be bodily 
present for the aid and support of the 
Lord Chancellor. But the right hon. 
gentleman complains that- the oppo- 
sition is made up of lawyers. It is 
true that we breed some lawyers on 
ibis side, but it is also true that we 
sometimes breed them for the other 
side of the House. Half their strength 
has come out ol’ our nursery, not 
much improved certainly by trans- 
planting. ^ You have two civilians,’ 
the right honourable gentleman says ; 
‘ there is an advantage !’ Hut what 
has he, let me atk ? He has one civi- 
lian (Dr Phillimore), — and a judge 
(Si** J. Nicholl), and as one judge is 
at least worth two civilians, the ba- 
lance is on the other side of the House. 
As to lawyers in general, there are 
surely enough on the other side of 
the House. They have the Attorney- 
General, and the Solicitor-General, 
and the Chief Justice oOJiester-— he, 
by tlie by, is one they^ave borrow- 
ed of us — and they have a Welsh 
Judge, and perhaps they will have 
Mr Kenrick next; while we have 
only those who maintain their station 
by the independent exercise of their 
talents. The real question before us, 
however, is, whether the proposed 
salary of 5000/. shall be given tq my 
right hon. friend the President of the 
Hoard of Trade, in consideration of 
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the great ability with which he has 
hlled tliat office ? That is the footing 
^on which I wish to see the question 
stand. 1 mean to consider the pro- 
^tosition as a compliment to the riglit 
hon* gentleman (Mr Huskisson), for 
1 am not convinced that his office 
ought permanently to belong to the 
cabinet. I am favourable to the pro- 
position^ beciiusc I am of opiaion that 
government will be strengthened by 
increasing the rank and importance 
of this officer. 1 therefore heartily 
hope he may have the augmentation 
desired. The right hon. Secretary 
(Mr Canning) says that the sugges- 
tion originally came from our side. 
So let it be, if he pleases ; but in 
what shape did it go from us ? Wliy, 
undoubtedly, as a suggestion to add 
2000/. to the salary of 3000/. already 
received by my right hon. friend (Mr 
Huskisson) as Treasurer of the Navy. 
'I'here is the less reason for giving a 
large separate salary to the President 
of the ^Boarcl of Trade, as it is the 
necessary tendency of the labours of 
my right hon. friend to reduce the 
number and weight of the duties of 
that office in future. I regard it as a 
wanton waste of the public money ; 
and I am equally apposed to the mi- 
serable projeotfor reducing the salary 
of the Treasurer of the Navy from 
5000L to 25001., in order that it may 
be given to somebody for his support 
in this House ; and for aught that I 
know, too, to a lawyer.'* 

Tlie House then divided, when the 
numbers were — For the motion, 87 — 
Against it, 76— Majority for Minis- 
ters, 11. 

Mr Canning expressed his regret 
that the smallness of the majority 
would prevent him from persevering 
in the course, which, as a matter of 
principle, he had conscientiously sup- 
ported ; but which, as a matter of ex- 
pediency, he now felt himself bound, 
under all the circumstances of the 


case, to abandon. The expression 
of opinion had, undoubtedly, been 
very strong, and his Majesty's go- 
vernment would no furtlier press tlie 
measure. As it seemed to be the 
wish of the House, they would con- 
sent to the union of the ancient office 
of the Treasurer of the Navy with 
that of the President of the Board of 
Trade. 

Mr Tierney rose, with heartfelt 
pleasure, to assure liis Majesty's Go- 
vernment that they had, by this act, 
justly earned the approbation of his 
Majesty's Opposition. 

'I5he Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that his right hon. friend had 
intimated the course which govern- 
ment intended on this occasion to 
pursue. It was his duty to carry that 
intention into effect, and it appeared 
to him consistent with right feeling, 
and with a due sense of what belong- 
ed to his situation, to move the pro- 
position himself, without suffering 
any restraint from false shame. He 
felt it his duty to move, That the 
resolution be amended by inserting 
the sum of 2000/. as the salary of the 
President of the Board of Trade, in- 
stead of 5000/." 

Sir M. W. Ridley seconded the 
amendment, which he had intended, 
to move himself, if the right hon. 
gentleman had not anticipated him. 

The resolution, as amended by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was 
then agreed to, and a bill ordered to 
be brought in to carry the same into 
effect; 

On Friday, March 3, on the motion 
of Lord Palmerston, that the House 
should resolve itself into a Committee 
of Supply, * 

Colonel Davies proposed the ap- 
pointment of a committee to take 
into consideration the wliole of the 
military expenditure of the country* 
The honourable member entered into 



156 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL KEGISTEll, ICuav. 1. 


a comparison between the expendi- 
Ciiref and military establishments of 
French and American govern- 
ments^ and those of Great Britain. 
He recommended that colonial corps 
dkould be raised^ instead of sending 
troops from this country, which oc- 
casioned a heavy expense. If the co- 
lonial resources were properly ma- 
naged, and the pensioners on them 
ware got rid of, he thought that they 
might be fully available for defraying 
tire costs of their governments. The 
iionourable member considered that 
tlie mode in which the militia of this 
country Avas called out, created o se« 
irtous expense, without any real bene- 
fit* After adverting to their mean 
appearance in the held, he suggested 
that a portion of them should be called 
out and embodied for a longer time. 
The hon. member concluded by mo^ 
ving, as an amendment, to omit the 
woras after ^^that,” and insert, in- 
stead, a select committee be ap- 
pointed to examine into the whole 
military expenditure of the country.'* 

Lord Palmerston observed, tnat 
the committee was the proper place 
for discussing these details. He 
should therefore reserve what he had 
to say on the subject until the Speak- 
er left the chair. 

The amendment was then put, and 
negatived without a division. 

The Speaker having left the chair, 
the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

Lord Palmerston began by remark- 
ing, that any person who had heard 
the honourable member (Col. Davies) 
would think that the estimates now 
proposed had been greatly increased, 
whereas the sum estimated was near- 
ly the same^^as that voted last year. 
The difference in men amount^ to 
about 300, occasioned by three com- 
panies raised in Newfoundlandi and 
paid by that colony ; and tlic sum 
was greatgr by of which 


84,000/. was occasioned by the change 
in the currency of Ireland. The re- 
mainder was occasioned by certain 
items being charged for a Vi^hole 
twelvemonm, which in ilie liirat esti- 
mates were only calculated for three- 
quarters of a’year. The estimates of 
the first class, including the land far- 
ces, staff, amounted to 1 04,000/. 
more than those of tjte last year. 
The increase in the land forces was 
94,000/. ; in the staff, 2620L ; part of 
which arose from the change of the 
currency in Ireland ; the remainder 
was occasioned by the augmentation 
in the medical staff on the coast of 
Africa. The medical staff at home had 
been diminished by 941 L In the War- 
office there had also been a diminution 
of 947/* Under the head of medical 
charges, there had been a diminution 
of 941/., effected by the conversion 
of the Royal Military Infirmary into 
an hospital. In the estimate for vo- 
lunteer corps, there was an increase of 
B 966 /; arisibg from its being suppo- 
sed that the services of more yeoman- 
ry for permanent duty would be re- 
quired this year than the last. The 
addition, therefore, would arise from 
the expenses of the corps whilst on 
permanent duty ; for the number was 
diminished by 800 men) so that there 
Avould be a saving in contingent al- 
lowances. But the pay of 5s. per day 
eiK^h man, for himself and his horse, 
was insufficient for the expenses in- 
curred by this class of persons whilst 
engaged in a temporary military ser- 
vice, and it was therefore proposed 
to increase the allowance 2s., which 
would make it 7s. per day. In the 
second class of expenditure there was 
no materiar variation. In the diird 
class there was an increase of 28,7914 
There was no materia variation In 
respect to the Royal Military College. 
There was an increase of 5839/. m the 
Estimate for the pay of general offi;» 
cers. In that for garrisons, there was 
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no tni^erial variatlom In the full pay 
;to reduced officers there was a dimi« 
iitttion of 7500/. ; in the half pay and 
reduced allowances to officers of fo- 
reign corpSt S414/. The charge on 
account of in-pensionei% of Chelsea 
Hospital was increased 3300/. ; that 
for out-pensioners was increased 
44^653/., in cqpsequence of additional 
casualties. The Royal Military Asy- 
lum was much the same as the last 
year. The widows* pensions were in- 
creased 6070/. ; the allowances on the 
compassionate list were increased 
4190/. The superannuation allowan- 
ces were diminished 1759/. The Ex- 
chequer-fees continued the same as 
last year. The estimate for the vete- 
ran corps was diminished 3959/* The 
numbers and expenditure of the two 
ears, therefore, stood thus :~Num- 
er of men in 1825, 7d, 345— -number 
of men in 1826, 76,57^ ; making an 
increase of 227 men. Charges in 
1825, 6,476,000/. — charges in 1826, 
6,602,000/. ; making an increase of 
126,000/. The army had been increa- 
sed last year, it was true : but this 
increase had been acquiesced in by 
tlie House, and likewise by the ho- 
nourable member (Col. Davies) him- 
self. The only criterion by which the 
House could judge of the amount of 
force required, were the present exi- 
gencies of the service, and not the 
necessities of any antecedent period. 
The colonial service required a large 
force in actual employ ; and it was 
necessary to have also a disposable 
reserve. The honourable, gentleman 
had suggested that colonial regiments 
should be raised, in order to dispense 
with the services of the regular army ; 
but he (Lord Palmerston) conceived 
that, if officers we»e commissioned for 
general service, they would ^not like 
to be required to serve in perpetual 
banishment, at all events not without 
an increase of pay, in which case there 
would be no saving of expense. The 


force would likewise be locked up ; 
would not be available for general ser- 
vice; and would consequently become 
infinitely inferior in point of effictanh 
cy. Under the present system, re^ 
ments were constantly coming home, 
and by undergoing inspection, were 
kept up in a state of discipline. With 
respect to the proposal of the honour- 
able member to substitute militia for 
a part of the regular force, the House 
would be aware that, under the exist- 
ing law of the country, it could not 
be carried into effect. The Crown, at 
present, bad no power to keep the 
militia permanently embodied in time 
of peace, unless under circumstances 
of apparent dan^^er from invasion or 
rebellion. Upon the colonial force he 
would not detain the House farther 
than to observe, that he denied db- 
tinctly that it was at all greater than 
it ought to be. The noble lord sat 
down by moving, that a force not ex- 
ceeding 87^^40 men should be mauv 
tained, exclusive of our force in the 
East Indies, for the service of the pre- 
sent yean 

Lord Milton objected to the esti# 
mates altogether, as founded upon an 
erroneous view of the interests of the 
country. The latter part of the noble 
lord’s speech showed clearly that, in 
the opinion of the higher authorities 
of this country, our security depend- 
ed uppn the maintenance of a large 
military force. He (Lord Milton) was 
yet quite unconvinced that there was 
the least necessity for any larger es- 
tablishment than the country, in for- 
mer years, had been in the habit of 
maintaipiog* If our colonies had in- 
creased in one part of the world since 
the period to which he alluded, in 
another part they had been diminish- 
ed. Fifty years since, it would be re- 
collected, the whole of the United 
States had been under our control. 
But he objected to the principle upon 
which the estimates before the House 
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were framed. In the year 1822, the 
-vote had been for (>9,000 men. In 
the present year, and in the last year, 
it ivas for 87,000. What was the ob- 
ject of this increase of 18,000 men in 
three years, and in three years, too, 
of prosperity ? The noble lord said 
that the estimate for this year was not 
greater than the estimate for the last. 
He did not inquire about that : he 
asked, why it was greater than that 
for 1 822 ? He would tell the House 
why it was greater. It was because 
in 1 822 the distress of the landed in- 
terest was such that the noble* lord 
could not have counted upon his rows 
of county members, without reducing 
every establishment to the lowest pos- 
sible point ; and as a measure of po- 
li<3iy, let the noble lord take that course 
again, without the loss of an hour ; 
for he might depend upon it that, 
whatever had been the distress of the 
landed interest in the year 1822, it 
would be at least as great before the 
end of the year 1827- 

Mr Hume thought that the whole 
estimates of the country — army, navy, 
ordnance, and civil list— -might be re- 
duced by one-half, with prodigious 
advantage. The army estimates for 
this year were greater than for the 
last ; while the nation was fairly en- 
titled to look for a considerable re- 
duction. From the year 1785 to 179'% 
oUr whole army had never exceeded 
8(),000 men. Now, our officers alone, 
of the army and navy, mustered 
27.000. The ]>oor paid for these enor- 
mous establishments, by which the 
rich and powerful benefited. Upon a 
moderate calculation, the higher class- 
es received more from the public purse, 
through the medium of pensions and 
employments, than the amount of the 
taxes which they paid into it. The 
noble lord (Palmerston) thought it 
unnecessary to go liack to the state of 
our affairs TB 179‘i ; hut the committee 
appointed to inquire into the wlnde 


revenue and expenditure of the coun- 
try, had been of a different opiniem. 
The expense of onr establishments 
might be reduced 12,(X)0,()00/. a-year, 
without the smallest ill consequence 
or Inconvcni^ce The only difUiretn'c 
would l)e, that the noble lord, (Pal- 
merston,) and many others al>out him, 
would (hid their incomef^ reduced oue- 
half. The extravagant eXpenditfire (»f 
tlie jwesent period, as compared udth 
that of the time gone by, Mas most 
alarming. In 1792, the whole exjicnse 
of the army, including the force in 
Ireland, was 2,330,000/.; the ordnance 
amounted to 44,000/., for which de- 
partment they would this year he call- 
ed on to vote 1,200,000/. ; and the 
navy mms under 2,000,000/. sterling. 
The whole expense for those cstablisli- 
ments did not, at that period, amount 
to more than 4,700,000/. Bui tln'y 
now cost four times that sum. Here 
was ample room for retrenchment. 
The finance committee had taken a 
view of the military force maintained 
by the country from 1785 to 1792. 
During the whole of that ])erlod of 
peace, the average nun)l)t*r of troops 
employed never exceeded 32,000 men. 
In 1786, 1787, and 1788, the number 
was 30,000; in 1792, it m^is 33,000, 
and no more. The disembodied mili- 
tia consisted of about 34,000 men. 
But now the noble lord called for, no- 
minally, 76,000 troops, but in reality 
for 86,000; for he had omitted tlie 
10,000 officers who were employed. 
Taking into account the r(»yal artil- 
lery, the marines, and every other 
species of troops, the total numl}er in 
1792 was about 53,000 men. But 
now Parliament was called on to vote 
86,764 nnen, besides the royal artil- 
lery, engineers, and horse artillery, 
consisting of 8446 men, and 9OOO ma- 
rines, who were available for the land 
service, forming a total of 104,000 
regular troops, which the people M^ei^ 
called on to mainta^iK in tliis the 1 Ith 
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y«ar of peivcc. Besides this regular 
force, there were in England 55,000 
militia, and 22,000 in Ireland, making 
a body of 77,000 men, which cost the 
country upwards of 150,0004 per an- 
num. There were also 74,000 yeo- 
manry maintained at an expense of 
15.^,0004 a-year. These were exclu- 
sive of the c|donial corps, which were 
stiitiouod at Ceylon, the Cape, &c. 
amounting to Initween 4000 and 5000 
men. Taking these different bodies 
togetlier, they gave a grand total of 
25<),()()() men in arms, or ready to be 
called into servic^e on any emergency. 
If from this gross amount they deduct- 
ed the militia and regidars which were 
provided for in 179-^ they would find 
an increase in the present, as compared 
with the forriier period, of 173,000 
men. Surely this was wholly incon- 
sistent with the recommendation of 
the finance committee in 1817* Let 
gentlemen (joiisider who were the 
members of that committee. Among 
them were the late Lord Castlereagh, 
Mr Bankes, Mr Tierney, Mr Vansit- 
tart, (the then Chancellor of the Ex- 
checpier,) Lord Binning, Sir J. New- 
jK>rt, Mr Iluskisson, Mr Peel, Mr F. 
Lew is, Mr D. Giddy, Mr Gooch, and 
Sir Thomas Acland. They sat for 
nearly tw'o years, and produced no 
less than eleven comprehensive reports. 
The following passage Avas contained 
in their second report : — Your com- 
mittee, ill making a reference to the 
year 179i2‘ desire to call the notice of 
the House to the low establishments 
of the latter part of that year, which 
were deemed sufiicieiit for all national 
purposes at tliat time, in the contem- 
plation of a long continuance of peace ; 
and although many circumstances are 
materially changed, by events which 
have subsequently taken place, so as 
to prevent any exact parallel from be- 
ing ilrawn between the two cases, cs- 
]iecially iu the amount of pecuniary 
chiHge, yef tln^v^^iibinit that as near 


au approximation to that low scale of 
est^iblishinent and expense, as may be 
found consistent with our more ex- 
tended possessions, and with the aug-* 
men ted rates of various fixed disburse- 
ments, would be highly a<ivaiitagoous 
in relieving the burdens, and in sup- 
porting the public credit of the coun- 
try.” Those wlio were members of tlie 
House at that period, must rewillect 
the speech of the noble lord, (Castle- 
reagh,) which he (Mr Hume) had 
afterwards read, and which held out 
the most flattering hopes of a reduc.* 
tiomof the national expenditure. The 
noble lord then observed, tliat the re- 
duced establishment at which they had 
arrived, was not near so low as tliat 
which might be expected in the course 
of a few years. The committee went 
farther than the noble lord, and de- 
clared their firm opinion, that by an 
arrangement with res])(‘ct to the half- 
pay, the country w^ouJd, in a very few 
years, be relieved from a very large 
portion of the expense incurred by the 
military establishment. Rut it ap- 
peared that the House and the coun- 
try were completely deceived. The 
jiensions and every portion of the fixed 
establishment, instead of being de- 
creased, had gone on progressively in- 
creasing. He did not blame the noble 
lord opposite (Lord Palmerston) on 
account of these estimates. He was 
only the organ employed to lay them 
liefore the House ; and the censure 
ought to fall, not on him, but on his 
Majesty's ministers* The committed! 
of 1817 stated, in their second report, 
that it was only by adhering to a rigid 
system of retrenchment and economy 
during peace, that this country could 
bo enabled successfully to encounter a 
period of warfare, should circumstances 
render it necessary that recourse 
should be bad to hostilities ; and there- 
fore they recommended tlic utmost 
economy in all disbursements of tin* 
public Tin)ney, as (\ssentiallv necessarv 
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to the substantial benefit of the coun« 
try. At the period of 1822, the no- 
ble member for Yorkshire (Lord Mil- 
ton) gave the landed proprietors a lit- 
tle go^ advice, but they would not 
take it ; and they pursued the most 
absurd course that any set of men ever 
adopted. When attempts were made 
at that time to bring down those esta- 
blishments to their proper scale, the 
country gentlemen refused to give 
tteir assistance in effecting that de- 
sirable ol^ect. They voted for the 
continuance of those extravagant es- 
tablislunents ; and then, with the most 
extraordinary inconsistency, they turn- 
ed r(>und, and called for the reduction 
of those very establishments in favour 
of which they had previously raised 
their voices. The estimate which the 
noble lord now presented, amount- 
ed exactly to within 41,000^. of that 
which he submitted to the House in 
1821. The estimate for this year 
was 6,602,13:3/. ; for 1821, it was 
6,643,000/. On the 27th of June, in 
that year, the House addressed his 
Majesty, requesting him to cause 
every possible saving to be made in 
tlte public expenditure, so fai* as such 
retrenchment could he eflfected with- 
out detriment to the public service in 
the different establishments. The ex- 
penditure in the military department 
was particularly adverted to. He pro- 
posed a motion, which, though in sub- 
stance the same, would liave expressed 
the determination of the House more 
decidedly ; and although the late no- 
ble lord bail declared, at the com- 
mencement i)f the session, that the 
service of the country could not go on 
if a single man were reduced, in a few 
months after the address to which he 
had alluded was voted, a reduction 
was effected in every department. He 
believed the retrenchment in the army, 
navy, and ordnance, in the next year, 
amounted to 1,500,000/. In 1821, 
81,000 men were called for; hut in 


the next year after fliat adJiess, ther^,, 
was a reduction of no less than 26,0160 
men ; and the reduced number was 
found amply sufficient for^ carrying qu 
the service of the country.. In 1822» 
the militsry estimate was 6^103,000/^ 
a reduction of half a million having 
been made on the estimate of the pr^-, 
ceding jjear. The ttousecjrould, there- 
fore, see the good which had been ef- 
fected by the address that had beep 
agreed to in 182L In 1824, the num- 
ber of troops was raised to 73,000, 
and, unfortunately, in 1825, that 
number was augmented to 86,438. 
At the present moment, there were 
32,670 regular troops in Great Bri- 
tain ; and in Ireland, there were 2 1,900. 
Where was the occasion for such a 
force, wlien it was known that during 
the period of peace, from 1785 to 1 79^> 
the number of troops in Great Britain 
never exceeded 17,000 } Why should 
they now keep up a regular force bei- 
yqnd the number which was deemed 
sufficient in 1792? He had, he thought, 
said enough to show ministers the ne- 
cessity which existed for following 
the recommendation of the finance 
committee of 1817. It was their duty 
to reduce taxation, and this undoubt- 
edly they could do, without impairing 
the strength of their establishments. 
Impressed with tliese sentiments, he 
should move — That, in the opinion 
of this committee, it is expedient, un- 
der the present circumstances of the 
country, to make a large reduction in 
the amount and extent of the milibwy 
establishment, and to approximate it, 
as soon and as nearly as possible, to 
the establishment of 1792, as r'eeom- 
mended in the re])ort of the finance 
committee of 1817, in the following 
words.”— [Here the hon. member in- 
trcKluced the passage from the report 
which he had read in the course of his 
speech.] 

Lord Palmerstori said, that the hon. 
niembor would not obtain much even 

> Ki I 
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if his amenclment were oarruMl. The 
hoiri. ineml>er Jiad made tlio report 
of the committee of 181 7 a very con- 
renlciit instrument of debate. He 
used it on all occasions, as best suited 
Ms purpose ; and he (I^ord Palmer-. 
fttob) recollected when he had not 
treated tliat cotnmittee with the same 
respect and deference. If the hon. 
mfetnber wouM take the trouble of 
looking at what that committee had 
estimated as the probable prospective 
expense of the military department, 
he would find that the amount now 
called for fell considerably short of 
that est i in at e. I n th e report, 8 , 500,000/. 
was set forth as the prospective ex- 
pense, including 800,000/. for the mi- 
litia. The hon, gentleman had re- 
peatedly stated, tliat if his recom- 
mendations had been attended to as 
they ought to liave Ijeen, government 
would, by tins time, have reduced the 
expenses of all the establishments full 
one-half. If the House would look 
at the whole of tliese estimates, they 
would soon discover that about one 
half of the charges were ascribable to 
the efficient ])art of the establishment ; 
the other half to the liquidation of 
half-pay, jiensions, and other charges, 
which were of a nature not in any way 
liable to reduction, even by the plan 
of the hon- gentleman. He appealed 
to the House, if government had not, 
since the peace, by repeated reduc- 
tions of taxation, shown an earnest 
desire to relieve the country from its 
burdens, and to put the establishments 
the country on a reasonable and ef- 
fective footing. As to dis]dayiiig too 
much of a military spirit — a charge 
which had been repeatedly urged 
against the government—- for himself, 
and for those with whom he acted, he 
disclaimed it. He would just give one 
instance of the effects of too rapid a 
reduction of our forces. In 1821, the 
. govern men t effected a considerable re- 
duction of the establishment. What 
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was the consequence There iitimedi- 
afely occurreil an urgent necessity for 
a great increase in the colonial ser- 
v i(!e. Great embarnissments were ex- 
perienced by the government, and at 
last, after trying for three or four 
years, they found it necessary to come 
to Parliament for an augmentation of 
forces. I^ast year be bad slated iti 
bis ])lace, that this augmentation was* 
not wxinted for any purpose at home 
— not for coercing the ])onulation— 
not for ojipressing Ireland, but for 
colonial ]>urposos^ On that ground, 
and on no other, he now askeil for hisi 
vote.'* The augmentation then grant- 
ed by Parliament had fully answered 
the purpose, and had been applied as 
the government had undertaken to 
apply it. He did not sup])Osc that 
any gentleman would assume it as the 
ground of his argument, that the co** 
lonial service ought to be a perfect ba- 
nishment of officers and men— tliat 
they should be compelled to pass the 
whole of their lives in tropical climes^ 
or other places equally unfavourable 
to their health. Yet sucli was the 
effect of the former mctliod. He could 
not conceive hov/ the honourable gcu- 
tleman could include the marines as a 
body applicable to the service of in- 
ternal defence. To the same purpose 
of argument the hon. gentleman had 
applieti the disembodied militia, as 
well as 22,000 Irish militia ; and n hicU 
existed only in his own imagination, 
— the latter being a force wliicli was 
not even enrolled- By the same en- 
larged optics, he had discovered an 
effective force of 74<,000 volunteers. 

Mr Hume would have been satisv 
fied with the application of the new 
forces to the relief of foreign garrisous, 
but his comjdaint still was, that they 
were ch icily kept at home. It did not 
appear that they had been sent out 
since 1821. If government were sint- 
cerc, the increase w^ould only have been 
mntle in available corps. Bui how' 
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stooil the fact ? The Life Guards were 
785 men in 1792 ; t^iey were now 
J S05* The increase of the regiments 
of cavalry was from 3037 to 7014 
Were these additional cavalry wanted 
for the garrisons abroad ? The Guards 
had been increased from 3572 to 5726 
~but they were never sent to the gar- 
risons abroad. Why not re<luce these 
8000 additional men, of the most ex- 
pensive class in the service — the ca- 
valry in particular^ which cost 74/. per 
man— infantry only 31/. The inai’ines 
had been augmented since the peace 
by 3000 men, with the express jmr- 
pose of making them efficient as a*‘gar- 
rison force, and ought, therefore, to 
be reckoned with the others. The 
noble lord accused him of mistake and 
delusion in considering the militia as 
a part of the effective force. But if 
they were really ineffective, why keep 
them up at an expense of 150,000/. a- 
year ? Let the noble lord only guaran- 
tee to the House, that the half-pay 
should not be filled up again with 
young officers. But that charge had 
actually been increasing every year 
since 1816; the country being now 
in the eleventh year of a peace I 

The House then divided, when there 
appeared — For the original motion, 
144^ — Mr Hume's amendment, 45-— 
Majority, 99. 

Mr Hume then objected to an ad- 
ditional grant for the yeomanry and 
volunteer establishment. 

I-.ord Althorpc contended that this 
additional grant was perfectly uncalled 
for. 

Mr Peel said, that, as he understood 
tlie hou. member, (Mr Hume,) his 
proposition was, that the volunteer 
establishment should be abolished. He 
begged to remind the bon. gentleman 
of the remarks of the finance commit- 
tee, whose labours were so fortunate 
as to meet with the approval of the 
bon. gentleman. The opinion of tliat 
committee was fiivourablo to the vo- 


lunteer system, and in tliat opinion 
he most cordially concurred. They 
had maintained the tranquillity of uie 
country, and had not been employed to 
keep down the people, as had Ixkhi so 
frequently stated by the hon., member. 

Sir Robert Heron considered that 
every grant of money that went to 
the support of volunteer cavalry, was 
so mncli thrown awa)ft He would 
ask the House what were these troops 
fit for ? In cases of internal disturb- 
ances, they by no means were found 
to be fit persons to quell riot and dis- 
order, and for this obvious reason-^ 
that their local connexion made them 
parties in every disturbance, and they 
were therefore unfitted to interpose 
between conflicting parties. The dis- 
turbances at Manchester afforded a 
strong instance of this. It was other- 
wise with the regular army. 

Lord J. Russell objected to the ex- 
istence of a volunteer establishment, 
for be believed in most instances it 
could be proved that volunteer corps 
were kept up for political purposes, 
and to gratify the party feelings of 
those by whom they were established. 

Sir II. Fergusson seconded the 
amendment. If yeomanry were to 
be kept up in the country, let them 
pay for their horses as heretofore. 

Mr Bonnet conceived that it was 
impossible for a yeoman to pay Iun 
expenses out of Ss\ a-day ; he thought 
that 7s. was not too much for man 
and horse. He had himself witness- 
ed the exertions of yeomanry to keep 
the peace in times of disturbance, 
and be bore willing testimony to the 
prompt and efficient manner in which 
they acted. 

Mr Wynn defended the yeomanry 
force as a useful constitutional body. 

Lord Althorpe approved of the yeo- 
manry system, because it brought the 
gentry and the farmer together ; but. 
he strongly objected to permanent 
duty. ^ 
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Sir H. Vivian bore testimony to 
the merits of the yeomanry, and ap- 
proved of their constant inspection 
by daValry officers. 

jMr Brougham said, that afterjia- 
ving voted such an inamiense stand- 
ing army during a time of profound 
peace, there could be no real neces- 
sity for the expense of this auxiliary 
force. * 

Mr Hobbduse said, that on the re- 
port on Monday he would propose a 
reduction of this estimate by sOme 
definite number, as he thought so 
large an expenditure in time of peace 
unjustifiable. 

Sir F. Burdett wished to protect 
himself against being supposed to 
participate in the views of his hon. 
friends, who thought that the inter* 
ference of a standing army with the 
civil power was preferable# in a Con- 
stitutional point of view, to that of a 
yeomanry force. He could apeak of 
that which was orgr.nized in the coun- 
ties of Wilts and Berks, in which he 
chiefly resided, as being composed of 
a very respectable body of volunteers# 
who would, he believed, if called out 
in a time of invasion, or under any 
circumstances, do credit to their 
country. He objected, however, to 
the principle of permanent duty, in- 
asmuch as it tended to destroy the 
real yeomanry force of a country, by 
assimilating them too much to a 
Rtitnding army. With respect to that 
unfortunate massacre at Manchester, 
he must say that it was not perpe- 
trated by what he would call a yeo- 
manry force, but by a body of armed 
partizans most improperly brotight 
into action, against a defenceless and 
unarmed populacef, against whom 
these armed persons were at the mo- 
ment in a high state of excitement. 
Though he objected to the permanent 
duty, and wished as much as possible 
to diminish the expenditure of the 
country, there was no part of it he 


thouglit so little objectionable as this 
for tile yeomanry. 

The two amendments were then 
put and negatived, and the original 
resolution carried. 

Monday, March 6. — On the motion, 
in a committee of supply, for granting 
13,155/. 11.?. 1 Or/, for the charges of 
the Royal Military College, 

Mr Hume asked, whether all tlic 
young men educated at the establish- 
ment obtained commissions ? 

Lord Palmerston . said, that the 
number of students furnished with 
cadetships during the last two years 
was 113. Of these 4?6 w^ere by pur- 
chase, and 67 by gift. 

Mr Hume objected to the appoint- 
ment of new officers in the present 
distressed state of the country, whilst 
there were many meritorious officers 
on half-pay who would be glad to ob- 
tain employment. He also objected 
to the high salaries which the staff 
officers of the college received. 

After some slight discussion, the 
motion was agreed to. 

The House then divided, When the 
numbers were — For the grant, 87—-* 
Against it, 22 — Majority, 65. 

On the House resuming, a grant of 
35,498/. was proposed for garrisons at 
home and abroad. 

Mr Hume objected that, in a va- 
riety of cases, governors and lieuten- 
ant-governors were kept up whose 
appointments were merely nominal. 
Some never resided at all ; and in 
many places the garrisons .were only 
kept up for the purpose of placing a 
certain number of sinecures at the 
disposal of government. 

Lord Palmerston said, tlwit many 
of the posts were not sinecures ; and 
that such as were, were rewards given 
to merit Drious officers for services 
which they had performed. 

Mr Hume wished to know wliy 
Fort Augustus and Fort 
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two places which the Military Com- 
mission had recomiBended for reduc* 
tion^were not given up ? and why 
there was an increase in the estimate 
ftwr them for the present year ? He 
understood that they were still main- 
tained at the desire of the Duke of 
Wellington. 

Lord Palmerston said, that if they 
had been demolished, of coursfi the 
officers attached to them wouUl have 
retained their pa}^ during life ; so 
that nothing would liave been gained. 
Tlife trifling increase in the estimate 
arose from some addition of pay given 
to non-commissioned officers. Real- 
ly, the question came shortly to this 
—whether the Crown ought or ought 
not to have it in its power to reward 
long services ? 

Lord John Russell said that he had 
changed his opinion since the last 
year upon this point, and could not 
vote with his hon. friend (Mr Hume), 
fie thought that the Crown ought to 
have the power of providing for offi- 
cers ; and that a place was better 
than a pension, because there was 
something of honour attached to it. 

Sir 11. Hardinge said, that the iniH- 
tary commission had certainly thought 
with Mr Hume; but that since the 
C aledonian canal had been construct- 
ed, one of these forts stood at the 
very entrance of it. And if it were 
not for this fort, any privateer with a 
couple of guns might come up to the 
lock gates and blow them offi, which 
Would do very serious miseliief. 

Mr Htune said, that the present 
vote, as it respected the colonies, was 
'«tremely unjust to this country. 
He should therefore move, that the 
rescdiition now before the House be 
ceduoed by the deduction of the sum 
^59001. being the charge for Cana- 
Gibraltar, and the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Mr Wilmot Horton slwwtly defend- 
ed the propriety of the vote. 


The committee divided, when there 
a)ipeare<l — for the aioeiidmeut,. 21 
against it, 111); majority, 95. 

Oil the motion that 107^S96f* be 
granted for half-pay and reduced al- 
lowances to officers of disbanded fo- 
reign corps, for pensions to wounded 
foreign officers, and for allowances to 
the widows and children of deceased 
foreign officers for the year J 826, 

‘ Mr Hume inquired, whether those 
foreign officers were allowed to sell 
their hulf-pny? 

Lord Palmerston answered thattliey 
were, on tlie same ])rinci})Je as officers 
on the British half-pay were allowed 
to sell, M itii tins ditference, that the 
allowance to the foreign half-pay of- 
ficer was not so great as that granted 
to the British half-pay officer. Very 
few of the foreign half-pay officers 
Iiad availed themselves of this pei- 
tnission. 

Mr lluine said, this portion (»f th** 
half-pay diminishi d very slowly. Jo 
1817, the charge w as 1 '>5,()()(i/. and 
now it was 107,000/. ; from this he 
inferred tlmtas yonng(*r <»fficers would 
buy the half-|)ay of older officers, the 
charge would Iw ]»erpetual. 

The resolution was agreml to. 

The next resohition w as for 49.27 1 /• - 
on account of the in- pensioners of Che! * 
sea HovSpital, 34,8^8/.; and of the 
Royal Hospital, near KiJmainham, 
Dublin, 14,917/. 

Mr Hume Siiid, the majority of tlie 
}>ei sons sup|K>rted at Kilmainham Hos- 
pital would, to-morrow, receive, with 
pleasure, one half of the uiuount wluch 
was at present expended in keeping 
up that large building. They would, 
by such a change, be enabled to live 
far inbre comfwtably. 

Sir G. Murray said, most of the 
pensioners w'ere natives of Ireland ; 
and it wits only projver that old sol- 
diers should liave a refuge and a rest- 
ing place in their own country. 

The motion was then agreed to. 
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' The next rcsoluthui* w«1s, for the 
snni of 1,285,5667. for the charge of 
the out-pensioners of Chelsea, Hospital, 
for the year 1 826* 

' IVf r Hume saW he could not conceive 
,why tlii^ expense should go on in- 
^-rea^ittg. I'he increase since 1822 
319,000/. 

Lord Palmerston said this charge 
depended ^ contingencies, which 
must, of necessity, increase it some- 
times, and decrease it at otWs. It 
was clear thal^ many who had served 
M ith honour in the war, and had spent 
the vi^ur of their Jives in the service 
of their country, must Iwive since be- 
4:<>inc chargeable on this fund. 

. Mr Hume wished to know what 
must be the result if all tlic charges 
increased in this proportion. After the 
great reduction of the army in 1816, 
when the amount of the half-pay did 
fiot much exyreed 400,000/., the finance 
coiiunittcje directed the House to look 
iitr a considerable decrease on this 
head of expense. Instead of which, 
it increased up to the year 1822, in 
the following amounts:— In 1817, it 
Mas 647,000/.; in 1818, 651,000/.; 
ifi 1819, 737,000/.; in 1 820, 783,000/. ; 
in 182 1 , 765,000/. ; in 1822, 8 J 8,9()5/. ! 
So that after ten years from the peace, 
this charge had increased upon the 
country upwards of 300,000/. 

Sir C. Long said, that the hon. 
member (Mr Hume) had ^ot ttikeii 
notice of the fact, that in 1822, the 
<oitt-j>ensloris of Kilmainham had hoca 
•incorporated with those of Chelsea. 
He admitted, however, he had looked 
for a diminution under this head ; but 
instead of it he w\as surprised by an 
increase. He had also found the ut- 
most difficulty in accounting for it. 

1 le knew that it could be accounted 
for ifi part by the reduction of veteran 
bititalions, and in part also by the re- 
calling of trooj)s fioni llie Last and 
West liidies. But these two nicKles 
M'cre not enough to account for a gra- 


dual an<l progressive increase. He 
had Sent persons into vaidous purls 4if 
England to detect fraud aud intposi- 
tion, if they existed among the pen- 
sioners in England. No frauds or im- 
positions were detected. He had «ent 
parties into Ireland upon the same 
errand. As yet he had no satisfactory 
returns. He. could not say whei*e the 
fault lay. Certainly the government 
was not hlameable. They could not 
refuse the pensions. He, however, 
attributed the bulk of the evil to the 
service pensions. The act which gave 
that right was passed (he S{)oke it 
wilji due respect for all concerned) as 
a party measure. A great deal of 
alarm existed at the time, and the en- 
thusiasm of Mr Wyndham had acted 
but too sensibly on the House* 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The next vote was fur 25,545/. hw 
the Royal Military Asylum, which 
M as agreed to. 

The next rcsolutioinvas fur 1 42,039/^ 
for widows* pensions. 

Mr Hume wanted to know whether 
there was any rule for granting these, 
pensions, which, like those of tlic of- 
ficers, were in a continual course of 
increase# 

Lord Palmerston answ'eied that the 
pensions were granted by fixe<l rules, 
under warrants bearing the sig»i ma- 
nual. The widows of half-pa}'^ of- 
ficers were as eligil)le as those of of- 
ficers dying in full pay ; so that the 
Ciisudlties rather (ended to an increase. 

The next resolution was for grant-, 
ing 190 , 798 /. fi>r the compassionate 
list, county warrants, aud pensions for 
wounds. 

Mr Hume again complained of the 
increase. 

On the motion for granting 23,683/. 
foivthc veteran service for Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, 

Mr Hume had seen veteran x:orps 
conlimially raised and disbanded witli- 
out any reason, lie desired to know 
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if those corps were to be kept up or 
not ? Their maintenance caused, in 
his opinion, a very useless expense. 

Lord Palmerston replied, that all 
officers who had previously enjoyed 
half-pay in other regiments, were 
dearly entitled to the addition of half- 
pay from the veteran service, provided 
they were duly enrolled. 

Sir*H. Hardingo, in proposing the 
estimates for the ordnance department, 
informed the committee, that three or 
four departments had been consoli- 
dated for the ])urpose of being under 
the control of one responsible bo^rd, 
the members of which could have the 
best means of forming a correct opi- 
nion on the subjects laid before them. 
Another advantage was, that several 
etxpenscs which were before scattered 
in different estimates, were now 
brought under one head. Among the 
ordnance supplies was now to be found 
a naval vote# During the whole of 
the last century, it had been the cus- 
tom to insert the naval vote among 
the navy estimates ; but, as the par- 
ticular subjects of this vote (the am» 
munition and arms) were supplied by 
the ordnance department, it was now 
thought better to introduce them 
among the expenses of that depart- 
ment to which they more properly 
belonged. The sum required for this 
particular item, in this year, amounted 
to 98,133/. In the last year, the sum 
required was only 94,250/. making an 
increase for this year of 3,883/. The 
whole sum required was 1,754,403/., 
which only exceeded the vote for last 
year by the sum of 55,140/.; but as 
tlie estimate of this year was credited 
by an increased sum of 9,645/., the 
real increase in the sum required was 
only 45,495/. The sum now required 
w^as smaller than any other that had 
been required for tlic last thirty years, 
excepting only tlio year 1825. A 
sum of more than 22,000/. had been 


added to these expenses by the neces- 
sary augmentation of a regiment of 
artillery. The number of companies 
had been increased. Each compawy 
consisted of 70 men, and we had for- 
merly what was cal!^ a driving corps. 
In the year 1821, we had 400 drivers, 
who were now incorporated in the 
marching artillery gunners and dri- 
vers. The increase was, only the re- 
sult of the absolute necessity of the 
case, the artillery having actually been 
diminished below its p#per standard. 
This, however, had been done at the 
recommendation of the House, which, 
after having been fully tried, was 
found to be attended with such incon- 
veniences as to render it impossible to 
be continued. He wished to add, that 
the au^entation of the companies 
had taken place without any augmen- 
tation of officers. He would now refer 
to the item of cadets. The number 
of cadets at Woolwich was 146, in the 
year 1821 ; they now only amounted 
to 40 ; but in the estimate they were 
stated at 80, because it supposed 
that the artillery corps could not he 
supplied with skilful officers, unless 
that number of students was kept up, 
iind it was therefore necessary to pro- 
vide the means of maintaining that 
number. The extraordinaries formed 
but a small item in the present esti- 
mates; and a sum of 16,919/. out of 
those to Be voted for Ireland, was at- 
tributable partly to the expenses of the 
Irish survey, and partly to the differ- 
ence occasioned by the payments being 
made in British instead of Irish cur- 
rency, and also to some expenses in- 
curred in repairs. The Irish survey 
was now in a state of great pogress. 
It was going on as rapidly as such a 
work could be carried forward. The 
Irish c(;untry gentlemen had called 
for the survey, which they expected 
would be productive of the greatest 
benefit. Maps had been drawn, al- 
lowing six inches for a mile as thr 
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scale of measurement order to af- 
ford the fullest means of information 
on the subject. The barracks were 
the next items to which he wished to 
call the attention of the House. The 
sum required for the barracks in Eng- 
land was 165,087/.; in Ireland, it 
was 185,703/.; the expense in Ireland 
being 6898/. less than last year. The 
increase in England was candied prin- 
cipally by the alterations which had 
lately taken place in the King's Mews, 
and which amounted to 25,000/. There 
had been a great diminution of our bar- 
rack accommodation in this country. 
The number of men formerly capable 
of being accommodated in barracks 
amounted to 170,000 in England, and 
to 80,000 in Ireland, making a total 
of 250,000 men. At present, barrack 
accommodation could only be afforded 
to 76,000 men in England, and to 
42,000 in Ireland. In the military 
store branch, there was a diminution 
of 11 , 309 /. The hon. member con- 
cluded by moving the first item of the 
ordnance estimates, That a sum of 
52 , 349 /. be granted to bis Majesty, to 
defray the salaries of the master-ge- 
neral and the other officers of the ord- 
nance.” 

Mr Hume was extremely sorry to 
find that the estimates submitted to 
the House had so far exceeded every 
reasonable expectation. We had an 
increase in almost every item enu- 
merated in those estimates, and the 
country had the additional satisfac- 
tion of hearing that a further increase 
was contemplated for the approach- 
ing year. He feared that the coun- 
try would be destroyed by those un- 
wise and unwholesome expenses. He 
complained strongly that thirty-five 
companies of artillery were at the 
present time maintained, when ten 
ought to be deemed sufficient. 

Sir Henry Hardinge defended the 
present scale upon which the ord- 
nance cstablishuicut was framed ; and 


said, that so far from its showing an 
increasing expense in the particular 
department alluded to, tliere was a 
reduction of 67,000/., as compared 
with the estimates of 1820, and of 
193,000/, as compared with those of 
1821. He also pointed out that a 
system of economy was apparent in 
all tfie details. 

Sir Joseph Yorke said, that witli 
reference to the reduction in this 
branch of the public expenditure un- 
der Mr Pitt's government in 1792> he 
must say that the great pilot who 
weathered the storm never made a 
greater mm (to use the nautical 
phrase) than he had done on tliat oc- 
casion ; for it afterwards exposed 
this country to the necessity of send- 
ing the Duke of York, with only a 
corporal's guard, to the continent, to 
protect England from insult. 

Sir lionald Fergusson could not 
disapprove of the maintenance of the 
artillery force, which ought, in his 
opinion, to be the last corps subject- 
ed to reduction. There was no com- 
parison between the present state of 
the artillery and that of 1792 . What- 
ever they were at the former period, 
they were at present the most efil*- 
cient corps in Europe. 

General Townsend, Colonel Da- 
vies, and Colonel Johnson, agreed as' 
to the expediency of keeping soldiers 
in barracks. 

Mr. Hobhousc said, his objection 
was to the principle of having sol- 
diers too much separated from inter- 
course with the citizens,— a practice 
disapproved of by Blackstone, who 
had written in strong terms against it. 

The remaining resolutions were 
then agreed to by the committee. 

On March 7 , on the order of the 
day being read for bringing up the 
report of the Committee of Supply, 

Mr Hobhouse said, that it was his 
iutcution, in purauance of the notice 
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^hich he had given on a ibrmer even- 
ing, to propose a specific reduction 
of the number of troops which his 
Majesty's ministers had thought fit 
to call on the House to vote. The 
noWc lord^ (Palmerston,) in the speech 
which he delivered when he proposed 
the army estimates, gave the House 
no reason whatever for continuing 
the present military establishment in 
time of peace ; and still less did he 
assign any ground for the increase 
which he had proposed. An obser- 
vation had been made by an hon. 
member on a former evening, that 
before ministers called on the House 
forthose enormous supplies, the Chlm- 
cellor of the Exchequer ought to have 
laid before the country something like 
a fihancial stateraent. Nothing of the 
kind had been done: and all they had 
heard, inside and outside of the doors 
of parliament, was, that there was a 
great difference in the state of the 
country in the present and in the last 
year. And w'hat was it in 1821 ? The 
amount of positive taxation was then 
very nearly 1,000,000/. less than in 
1825; and yet, in 1821, the House 
deemed it necessary, under the sanc- 
tion of his Majesty's ministers, and 
loudly called on by the agricultural 
interests, to come to a unanimous 
vote, recommending in the strongest 
terms, that every possible reduction 
should be effected immediately. The 
noble lord (Castlereagh) then at the 
head of his Majesty's government, de- 
<*lared that the business of the country 
could not be carried on if tlie reduc- 
tion of" a single soldier took place. 
The hon. member (Mr Hume) moved 
for a reduction of 10,000 men, and 
his proposition was negatived. How- 
ever, very shortly afterwards, the 
noble lord (Palmerston) came down 
to the House, and stated that minis- 
ters had been able to reduce 12,000; 
and that the reduction would have 


been carried still farther, if it had.not 
been for the disturbed state sof IrcK? 
land. That country was now in g 
state of tranquillity— so were the co- 
lonies. Why, then, in a period <4' 
profound })eace, should this immense 
force be continued ^ Above ajl, why i 
should it be augmented? When ftO; 
attempt was made to keep up the mi- 
litary establishment in 1815 and 1816, 
Lord Grenville said, it is useless to - 
discuss minor matters, so long as you 
keep up this enormous military esta-o 
blishment, which cuts at the root ' of 
the British constitution, and leaves 
no other rights worth talking about." 
The noble lord had told the House, 
that the situation of the colonies de- 
manded the augmentation. If, how- 
ever, such relief were necessary for 
the colonies, it did not follow that 
so large a force should be kept up at 
home. There were now 32,670 sol- 
diers in England, and no less than 
15,000 on the recruiting service; 
while, in 1792, there were only 17,000 
military in Great Britain. Ministers 
liad no pretext whatever for this in- 
crease.— The hon. gentleman conclu- 
xlecl by moving — ‘'"That it appears to 
the House that the regular military 
force of the country in 1822, exclu- 
sive of the troops employed in India, 
amounted to 69,088 men ; and, ac- 
cording to the estimate presented to 
the House, the same description of 
force in the present year amounts to 
S7,24 j 0 men ; being an increase, over 
and above the number employed in 
1822, of 18,152 men: That it ap-,, 
ears to this House, that no change 
as taken place cither in the foreign 
relations or internal condition of the 
country, since 1822, to justify so large 
an increase of our standing army; 
and that, in order to return as early . 
as possible to the military establishr 
ment of that period, it is expedient 
to reduce the regular troops for the 
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service of ilie Unitcil Kingdom and 
tlie colonics, exclusive of India, to 
77,000 men.” 

Colonel Johnson seconded the mo- 
tion. 

Lord Palmerston said, that al- 
though he could not agree in the pro- 
josition of the hon. gentleman, yet 
le was not disposed to object to the 
general principle which he had laid 
down — ^namely, that it was incum- 
bent on the House to apportion, as 
scrupulously as possible, the amount 
of the military force to the actual 
wants of the country. He most dis.^ 
tinctly declared last year the grounds 
on which he called for an augmenta- 
tion of 13,000 men. At that time he 
explicitly denied that any part of 
tliat increase was rendered necessary 
by the internal state either of this 
country or of Ireland. The plain 
grounds were the state of the colonial 
scMwicc. But the hon. member said. 

If a smaller force were sufficient in 
1822, why have you demanded a lar- 
ger force since The fact was, that 
in 1822 the government, anxious, as 
they ought to be, to give in to the 
general feeling of the House and of 
the country, consented to a reduc- 
tion, which, in their sober judgment, 
they felt when made would be great- 
er than they could possibly adhere 
to, with a due regard to the proper 
performance of their duty to the 
country. Having tried this reduced 
system for two or three years, and 
liiiding that it did not succeed, they 
I’elt it necessary, as a public duty, to 
declare that the experiment had failed, 
and to ask for an augmentation. Much 
liad been said about the force employ- 
ed in Canada and the West Indies; 
but if gentlemen would look to the 
troops employed in those possessions 
in J792, they would find the present 
increase very trilling indeed, when 
tliey compared the extent of territory 
which we posscfjacd formerly with 


that which we possesj^ . now. The 
infantry of the line consisted, of 83 
j*egiments. Of these, 9 were in Great; 
Britain, 23 in Ireland, and 51 on fo- 
reign stations. Besides the 9 regi- 
ments of the line in this country, 
there were depots for the 51 regi- 
ments abroad, where recruits, and in- 
valids were received. Taking the 9 
regiments at home at 74*0 men each, 
it gave a total of 6660 men. Suppo- 
sing 224 men at each of the 51 de- 
pots, the total was 11,424 rank and 
file. Add to these, six battalions of 
loot guards, 4400 men ; and staff 
corp.% 300 men ; and the gross total 
would be 22,784 men. Of these, 
1 1,424 were not on actual service ; 
they were in depot, and were ready 
to go abroad when called for. The 
object in keeping up this part of the 
establishment was, that the places of 
non-effective men might be itnnuedi- 
ately supplied ; and by tliat me.ans the 
regiments abroad be continued in a 
perfectly complete and efficient con- 
dition. In speaking, therefore, of the 
force at home, it would be proper to 
deduct this body of 11,424 men. 
There were 51 regiments abroad, of 
which 20 were in the West Indies, 
Now, supposing those regiments thus 
employed on foreign service to be 
absent only for ten years, (and he be- 
lieved no person who was acquainted 
with foreign service would say that 
ten years was too short a period,), 
then it became obvious that there 
must be sent out from this country 
annually, seven regiments to foreign 
stations, while seven others came 
home from foreign stations. And 
as one regiment did not quit a fo- 
reign station until it was regularly 
relieved by another, it followed tjiat 
there were, in the course of the year, 
14 regiments neither employed abroad 
nor in this country, but occupied ci- 
ther with their passage out or home, 
faking one station with anollicr, be 
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might say that the reliefs sent out 
were equal to five regiments^ which 
ouglit to be deducted from tlie gene* 
ral establishment for the whole year. 
If, then, the five regiments thus con* 
stantly withdrawn for relief were de- 
ducted from nine, it would leave at 
home, independent of cavalry and of 
4400 guards, a disposable force of 
only four regiments of the line. 

The House then divided, when 
there appeared — For the amendment, 
34 — Against it, 106 — Majority, 72. 

On March 10, Lord Palmerston 
rose for the purpose of proposing two 
clausestothemutiny bill. The first was 
for the purpose of exempting persons 
who served in the capacity of consuls 
from being billeted upon by sol- 
diers ; the second would repeal a law, 
by which, if a soldier destroyed game, 
his officer was fined 2/. for every 
head of game he might kill. 

Mr Hume stated, that persons in 
Edinburgh complained, that, although 
barracks were plentiful, soldiers were 
billeted on persons as if there were 
none. Such persons were obliged to 
find hay and straw for the soldier's 
hors^, which would amount to 2s, 6d. 
per day, and they would only be al- 
lowed IGjd, 

Lord Palmerston said, that it often 
happened that where barracks were 
full, or there were no barracks, sol- 
diers were obliged to be billeted. 

The clauses were then agreed to. 

Mr Hume then rose for the pur- 
pose of submitting a clause for the 
abolition of a practice which had 
long existed in the army of this coun- 
try— -he meant the punishment of 
Hogging. The evil of flogging did 
nof consist merely in the bodily tor- 
ture inflicted on the individual who 
was thus punished ; it had also the 
bad effect of rendering those who 
were obliged to witness such scenes 
more callous ami indifferent than be- 


fore. No man ever became a more 
diligent or a better soldier by the pu- 
nishment of the whip. In the Wor- 
temberg army, under the government 
of the late king, a system of discipline 
of a most severe and cruel kind had 
been carried* on ; but on the acces- 
sion of the present king, an end was 
put to that system, and the change 
was attended with thf^ happiest ef- 
fects. He did not know what was 
the practice of the French army in 
this respect, though lie was informed 
that in Several regiments in that scr- 
%dce flogging was not practised ; but 
in Wurtemberg there were two regi. 
ments to which men were draughted 
who had been punished twice or 
more in their own regiments. An- 
other regiment was appointed to re- 
ceive those who had been punished 
only once. We were now m a time 
of profound peace, and no danger 
could arise to the general discipline 
of our army from at least making the 
trial. He was not disposed to carry 
the experiment too far at first, and 
therefore, in the resolution which he 
would submit, he would limit the 
suppression of flogging to regiments 
in tne United Kingdom. In the co- 
lonies, the present system might be 
continued until it was ascertained 
how far the suppression could be 
made effectual at home. He would 
also limit his resolution to a time of 
peace, so that if a war were to break 
out unexpectedly, resort might be 
had to the old system, if necessary. 
Thus no possible danger could arise 
from the trial. The House was not 
without an example of flogging ha- 
ving been abolished without any dan- 
gerous effect upon military discipline. 
In America the punishment of fled- 
ging had been abolished, and that, 
too, at a time when she was engaged 
in a war. This was eftected without 
producing any bad effect in the dis- 
cipline of llicir army. On the con*- 
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tr»vy» that discipline was kept up in 
a more effectual manner than before. 

^ Mr J. Smith said, that he did not 
think the present moment a proper 
one for the discussion of a question of 
such importance as that which the 
lion, member had introduced* The 
principle of the resolutions he fully 
concurred in toils full extent. But 
he tliought that instead of beiag thui^ 
introduced at a late hour, the question 
should be made the subject of a spe* 
cilic motion as it had been when for** 
•inerly introduced by an hon. baronet, 
(Sir F. Burdett,) to whose humane 
exertions might be attributed the im- 
provement which had already been 
made in our military discipline oil this 
point. 

Sir J. Brydges gave his entire con- 
cumnee to the resolutions of the hon. 
inembcri (Mr Hume,) because he was 
convinced that the system of dogging 
in the army was improper, and ought 
to be alwlislicd. It was improper, be- 
cause honour was the essence of a sol- 
dier's profession, and when he was 
disgraced, by being subjected to sudi 
punishment, he considered his lionoqr 
tarnished, and he was no longer capa- 
ble of any heroic feeling. 

Sir G* Murray said he was no friend 
io severe punishment of any kind; 
but he thought that the power of in- 
dicting corporal punishment was ne- 
cessary to the discipline of an army. 
He knew of no instance of any army, 
ancient or modern, without similar 
punishments. If it were a fact that 
the punishment of flogging was alto- 
^ther abolished in America, what 
comparison was there between an 
aimjr of 6000 men, scattered over 
the immense surface of that country, 
and the extensive army kept up in 
this ? With respect to the army in 
France, it was well known that be- 
(ore the present dynasty returned io 
the throne of that country> a system 
of discipline of the mo^t severe de- 


scription was kept up at an expense 
of human life that would strike 
tish feeling with horror, and the pre- 
sent system would scarcely be taken 
as a pattern. He had learned front 
a' gentleman* well acquainted with 
the regulations of the Prussian and 
Saxon armies, that in the Prussian 
army the punishment of the cane was 
universal and arbitrary ; but the coin- 
stitution of that army was essentifdly 
difierent from that of the English 
military force ; for there every man 
was obliged to serve. The army was 
Composed of two classes— a soldier, 
m entering, belonged to tlie £t5t* in 
which he was exempted from cor- 
poral punishment. But if he vio- 
lated the military regulations, he was 
transferred to the second class, in 
which corporal punishment might be 
inflicted. The punishment of 'tlie 
cane was inflicted by non-commis- 
sioned officers, and in secret. Would 
the hon. member wish to see such a 
system of secret flogging adopted in 
our army ? Another regulation was, 
that only forty stripes could be in- 
flicted without the sentence of a 
court-martial. Would the hon. mem- 
ber desire to see an arbitrary system 
of this kind adopted in the British 
army ? There were other species of 
punishment to which the Prussian 
soldiers were liable : as confinement 
of severaLsorts : first, sending a luah 
to the guard-room, or for a short time 
to solitary confinement. The second 
was to solitary confinement, pn bread 
and water, with a forfeiture of pay ; 
and there was another species of con- 
finement in which tlie prisoner was 
not permitted to lie down. Was the 
hon» member aware of these facts^ 
when he stated that torture was abo- 
lished in foreign armies? Another 
species of punishment was, fastening 
the criminal to a tree, or a wall, with 
his face turned towards it, and keep- 
ing him in that posture for. a tunsi- 
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ilcrablc period, without permitting 
liim to lie down. This was an out- 
line of the discipline in the Prussian 
^'rvice, which was described as the 
mildest on the continent. In the 
Siixon, the highest punishment was 
shooting ; but, in many cases, after 
death the body w'as delivered over to 
the common hangman, to be stretch- 
ed upon the rack. 'J’here were, be- 
sides, several degrees of punishment 
by solitary confinement — sometimes 
with the addition of bread and water 
<liet — sometimes with leg-irons of 
321bs. weight : after the infliction of 
this punishment a second time, the 
eulprit was declared altogether un- 
worthy to remain in the army. Under 
another description of punishment, 
a soldier was kept in solitary confine- 
ment, in chains, in a cell, without 
bed or bedding, and frequently in a 
position called crouching — the body 
bent forward, the bunds and feet 
fastened together, (was not that tor- 
ture ?) so that he could not lie down. 
The longest period during which this 
punishment might be inflicted at fre- 
quent intervals, was eight months; 
in some cases it was limited to six. 
The military jiunishments of Hanover 
were full as severe iis the latter. 
These statements >voiild serve to con- 
fute the assertions that otlier nations 
were less severe than we in their mi- 
litary punishments, and that there 
had been an abandonment of torture 
ill all nations except in England. As 
to the proposal that the system of 
.flogging slioiild be relinquished in 
this country, and retained in our co- 
lonies, such a regulation would be 
most highly unjust, and attended with 
4.he most pernicious consequences. 

^ Sir 11. Wilson thought the system 
of flogging ought to be altogether 
abolished. Every other power iu 
Lurope had given it up, and without 
any aetriment to military discipline. 
Xiic severity with which the disci- 


pline of the French army had been 
formerly maintained, had been very 
much exaggerated, and its present 
condition was highly commendable. 
If flogging were to be abolished in 
our array, it would soon be composed 
of a differ^t class of persons. In 
consequence of the adherence to this 
system, our soldiers were at present 
frequently tlie outcasts of society, 
who resorted to this profession be- 
cause they were neither fitted for, nor 
could get admitted into, any other. > 

Lord Palmerston was ready to ad- 
mit, that whenever punishment was 
accompanied with ignominy, it must 
necessarily have the effect of harden- 
ing the oifender^ but he conceived 
the doing away with this punishment 
would have the effect of introducing 
other and greater evils. He could 
assure the House that a disposition 
existed in the highest quarter to 
have recourse to corporal jiunishinont 
as seldom as possible ; and wheiii 
from the returns made to the Com- 
mander in Chief, it appeared that 
corporal punishment had been fre- 
quently inflicted in a regiment, the 
conclusion which ho universally drew 
from it was, that the oflicers were not 
doing their duty. When it w\ms con- 
sidered that our army was raised by 
voluntary enlistment, and not by con- 
scription, it would be readily con- 
ceived that there must necessarily be 
no small difficulty in controlling a bo- 
dy of suchdilferenttempers and habits. . 

Sir IL Fergusson had always ob- 
.served that the best discijdinc was 
preserved in those regiments where 
corporal punishment was least fix% 
quentJy inflicted. 

General Townshend was of opmidrt 
that gentlemen were much mistaken 
who thought that the discipline of 
the army could be maintained ivith' 
inii corporal punishment. 

Fhe House then divided, and the 
numl)er> were-— 
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Ayes, 47 ; Noes, 99. — Majority, 

52 . ‘ 

Friday, Feb. 17, Sir G. Clerk mo- 
ved that the order of the day be read 
for the House resolving itself into a 
committee of supply, to consider of 
the navy estimates. It was read ac- 
cordingly. 

On the qneStion that the Speaker 
do leave the cliair, 

Mr Hume rose, and after remind- 
ing the House of the report of the 
iinance committee of 1816, and the 
language of Lord Castlereagh, in 
both of which it was held out that the 
public expenditure of the country 
would not exceed 17,350,0007. com- 
plained that in every year subsequent- 
ly to that period this expenditure had 
been very considerably increased ; so 
that last year it was 3,000,000/. more 
than in 1818. The House ought not 
to go into a committee until the 
r’haneellor of tlie F.xchcqner had 
slated the amount of the resources of 
the country, and what taxes he meant 
to reduce, for it was not possible for 
ll»e country to sustain the same load 
of taxation in a metallic currency as 
it could in a paper one. Hie naval es- 
tablishments of all the nations in llic 
w^orld, tak<*n together, did not amount 
to one half ol’our own. 'fhe whole 
number of line-of-battle sliips in the 
American navy was only seven, 
whereas the number of our ships of 
war was SOp. 'I'he hon. member con- 
cluded by moving an amendirteut to 
the followingcffect, viz. — “ That it is 
desirable, before the House shall vote 
any part of the naval and military es- 
tablishments for the year, that the ex- 
tent of those establishments and the 
estimates of them should be laid be- 
fore the House, particularly as the 
estimates for the navy this year ex- 
ceeded those for the last.*' 

Colonel Davies having seconded 
the amendment, 


The Chancellor of the Exche^quer 
contended that it would he more ex- 
pedient to go first into the commit- 
tee, and ascertain item by item why 
the estimates of the present year ex- 
ceeded those of the last. 

Mr Hume forbore to press his 
amendment to a division, and it was 
then negatived. * 

The House having then resolved 
itself into a committee of supply, 

Sir G. Clerk observed, that the 
navy estimates of the present year 
were drawn up with every attention 
to economy. Owing to the great ex- 
tension of our commerce with the, 
nations of South America, the calls 
on the Admiralty for ships of War to 
afford it protection had very much 
increased. For the same reason, a 
necessity for increasing our force in 
the Mediterranean had risen out of 
the war now raging I)etween the 
Greeks and the I’urks. 4'he situation 
of the Spanisli ^V'est India Islands, 
also, iTcpiired the presence of a force 
to put down the piratical squadrons 
which had recently cruized in their 
iieighboiirliood. A large fdree was 
also stationed ofl’the coast of Africa, 
to put d(*wn the traffic in slaves, and 
another was stationed, for the same 
purpose, off the Cape of (Jood Hope. 
If the committee, therefore, would 
consider the various calls which were 
made upon the Admiralty, it would 
see that a force of 2f),000 men was 
not more than sufficient, — indeed, 
that it scarcely w'as sufficient, — for the 
service. For the present yes^r a force 
of .30,000 men was deemed absolutely 
necessary. A requisition had been 
presented to the Admiralty from the 
East India Company, praying that 
an additional naval force might be 
sent Into the Indian seas, on account 
of the hostilities between the Burman 
empire and the East India Company* 
A thousand men was the force re- 
quired by them. A'? ilwt. force w as 
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sent in<5 the rndiati seas, not to pi'o- 
teCt British commerce, but to assist 
the East India Company, and to se* 
cure their territory, an arrangement 
was now in progress, by which the 
greater part of the expense of provi- 
ding for it would be thrown upon 
the East India Company. They were 
to furnish the sum of 60,0001. for that 
purpose. The amount of the esti- 
mates for the present year showed an 
excess above those of the last, of 
180,000/. One cause of this increase 
was the additional force of 1000 men* 
Another cause was, that the expense 
of victualling the navy had increased, 
in consequence of the advanced price 
of all kinds of provisions, and parti- 
cularly of Irish pork and beef, of 
which the consumption was very con- 
siderable. An addition of 3s. a-month 
in the victualling of each man had 
therefore become necessary. The 
expense of the civil establishments of 
the navy had not increased ; on the 
contrary, in some respects, it had con- 
siderably diminished. There was this 
year a diminution of 320,000/. under 
the head of wear and tear. Under 
the head of ordnance there was a con- 
siderable increase; but, in the two 
articles of wear and tear, and of ord- 
nance put togetlier, there was a sa- 
ving of 30,000/. With regard to the 
head of ordnance of the navy, as it 
was a matter over which the Navy 
Board had no control, it had been 
omitted in these estimates. He did 
not think it necessary to say any- 
thing on the ordinary estimates of 
the navy, as they were the same as 
last year. Ministers had reduced them 
to the lowest possible scale; and a 
proof of it was, that with a force of 
SOiOOO men, our expenditure would 
not be greater than in 1821, when we 
liad only a force of 23,000 men. There 
was one item which was inserted in 
tliese estimates ibr the first time for 
some years; and that was an item for 


the mending niul repairing of ships 
at Bombay. After the year 1 822, this 
item had disappeared from the list ; 
but the quality of iht Indian timber 
had been found so excellent, the la- 
bour so clie^^p, and the workmanship 
sp completely equal to that of our 
dockyards at home, that it had been 
deemeej expedient to continue the 
building of vessels at^ Bombay; In 
the extra-estimates would be found 
an account of the sums to be expend- 
ed upon works of the yards. He had 
stated on a former occasion, respect- 
ing the works at Sheerness, that if 
government were provided with funds * 
to finish them in foin: instead of ten 
years, it would make about a saving 
of 14 per cent to tlie public. Tlu* 
cost of erecting the proposed works 
had been calculated by the late Mr 
Rennie at 921,000/., but an offer had 
since been made to government, to 
complete them in four years for 
780,000/. The plan containing that 
offer appeared so beneficial to the 
public, that government had no hesi- 
tation in acceding to it; so that in- 
stead of calling on tlie committee for 
the vote originally mentioned for tliis 
head of expense, he should call upofv 
it this year for a vote for 150,000/. 
There was an item of 50,000/. for 
completing the works of the break- 
water, on which it was found neces- 
sary to employ a greater number of 
men than had yet been employed 
there. Under these two heads there 
was an increase of 181,000/. in the 
estimates. This, added to the in- 
crease of nearly 100,000/. for which 
he had before accounted, made a to- 
tal increase of 281,000/. ; from thi^ 
was to be deducted a sum of94*.000/. 
voted on account of the ordnance 
stores last year, and not yct^ expend* 
ed; so that the real increase of ex- 
pense to the country, after makings 
allowance for the ordnance, S:c. would 
leave the estimates of the year great- 
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or than those of the last by 187,000/- 
The lion, baronet concluded by mo^ 
the following resolution : That 
it is the opinion of this committee, 
that 30,000 men be employed for the 
service of his Majesty’^ fleet for 13 
lunar months, commencing the hrst 
day of January, 1826, including 9000 
Royal Marines.” 

Mr riume» observed, thaf it was 
difficult tor him to say wlicther 29,000 
or 30,000 men were the exact number 
required for the aca-service. But he 
could not understand why the num- 
ber should be increasedv When he 
objected to the increase of our naval 
force three years ago, the right hon. 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs iaid 
that it was impossible to protect our 
commerce with the states of South 
America without a large disposable 
force, on account of the unsettled 
nature of their governments, and their 
war with the parent state. He was 
now surprised at hearing the same 
cause alleged for another increase, 
when these states were at peace with 
one another, their struggle with the 
parent state at an end, and three dis- 
tinct treaties of peace made between 
us and them. The revenue at home 
required protection, because they kept 
up a system of high duties, and so 
spent, ill maintaining the preventive 
service, a sum larger than tliat which 
would have been lost to the revenue 
by establishing a system of low du- 
ties. The keeping up a naval squa- 
dron on the coast of Africa, appeared 
to him to be a measure that ought to 
be dispensed with ; of every negro 
whom they intercepted, for they could 
not save them from slavery, the pur- 
chase was the life of an English sail- 
or. On the whole, he thought that 
30,000 men were not wanted for the 
service of the navy. Tlie hon. gentle- 
man made a number of other ob- 
jections to the resolution ; after which, 
the resolution was^iut and agreed to. 


The motion for a grant of 955,600/. 
for the wages of 30,000 men for 13 
lunar months, was then put, and 
agreed to. 

Gn the motion for a grant of 
682,500/* for the victuals of the said 
men, 

Mr Hume asked, why this estimate 
was higlier than that of the last year, 
since everything was now admitted 
to be considerably cheaper ? 

Sir George Clerk thought he had 
explained that a great increase bad 
taken place in many of the articles of 
provision. In salt beef particularly, 
which was one of the chief articles, 
there was a difference of 16 per cent 
from the prices of 1824‘; it being 
then 6/. 2s. 6d. a-tierce, and now 7/- 
6s. 9d. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

On the motion for a grant of 
835,957/., the cliarge for timber and 
all other materials for the building, 
repair, and fitting of all his Majesty's 
ships. See. 

Sir I. Coffin asked, whether any in- 
quiry had been made on the subject 
of the ships in the navy which were 
said to have the dry rot, particularly 
those mentioned by JMr Burridge in 
his petition lately presented to par.^ 
liament ? 

Sir T. B. Martin said, the ships of 
the British navy were the soundest 
in the whole world, and that those 
alluded to had not the dry rot. 

Sir George Cockbiirn said, it w'as 
true, that in the course of the last 
war, in consequence of thp exigen- 
cies of the times, sliips had been rim 
up in a great hurry, and little atten- 
tion was paid to the sort of wood 
employed about them. The conse- 
quence was, that the dry rot attacked 
many of them. Now, however, all 
new ships liad been built with well- 
seasoned timber, and all the work 
clone under cover, and many of them, 
lie was sure, were bcttci* now tlmu 
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tliey were on the cky they were built ; 
and every precaution had been taken 
to prevent the possibility of prema- 
ture decay. 

Sir G. Clerk then moved that the 
sum of 896,000/. be granted to his 
Majesty for defraying the expense of 
the half-pay of the unemployed offi- 
cers of his Majesty’s fleet for 1826. 

Mr Gordon complained that officers 
of the navy on half-pay were subject- 
ed to a species of tax which applied 
to no other officers in his Majesty's 
service. He alluded to their being 
compelled to pay certain fees on 
obtaining leave of absence to’ go 
abroad. 

Mr Croker said, that the practice 
alluded to had been adopted in order 
to operate as a check upon officers 
going abroad. 

The Chancellor of Exchequer sta- 
ted, that for his part, he had no ob- 
jection to ^ive up tlie small sum of 
J,50/. or 2()0/. «a-ycar, which was de- 
rived from the fees At the same 
time he could give no opinion with 
respect to the principle on which the 
practice was founded. 

Mr rinine objected to the expen- 
diture ofaiiy more money upon Sheer- 
ness dock -yard, lie would now move, 
by way of amendment, that the esti- 
mate be reduced i 5(),(K)0/.; and would 
move in a day or two for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to inquire into 
the subject. 

Idie resolution was agreed to. 

T uesd;iy, F ebruary 21 . — Mr Brog- 
den a])peared at the bar with the re- 

E ort of the committee of supply re- 
itive to the navy estimates, which 
was ordered to be brought up. 

The resolution, granting 30,000 
seamen for the sea-service for 13 ca- 
lendar months, was then read a ffrst 
time. 

On the motion that it be read a 
second time^ 


Mr Hume said that he must oppose 
the naval or any other establishment 
being formed on so large a scale as 
his Majesty’s ministei*! rvcmed incli- 
ned to propose at the present mo- 
ment. He wjshed to know whether 
there was any prospect of a return to 
what might fairly be denominated a 
])eace establishment? At this awful 
moment) when distress Knd difficulty 
threatened the land in every direc- 
tion — when no irnme/liate relief ap- 
peared in view — when thousands and 
tens of thousands were in a state of 
destitution atid want, it would wa*!! 
become his Majesty's ministers to re- 
flect a little on what they were about 
to do. They were now going on in- 
creasing the burdens of the country, 
without any reason whatsoever being 
assigned for their conduct; and lie 
believed if 12,(K)C),000/. instead oi’ 
6,000,000/. were demanded for the 
naval senwice, it would be at once 
voted, although 2,000,000/. hail l>et*n 
found sufficient at the end of former 
wars. From the estimate now before 
the House, they learned, that a sum 
of 6,297,000/., including the receipts 
for old stores, was to be expendinl on 
the navy for the current year. This 
was more than the estimate for tlie 
hist two or three years : and the sys- 
tem of wasteful expenditure which 
was now adopted could not be car- 
ried on, unless ministers made uf) 
their minds, ere long, to rob the pub- 
lic creditor. Thehon. gentleman eon. 
eluded by moving, That this i louse 
cannot take into consideration the re- 
port of the naval estimates of this, the 
11th year of peace, amounting to 
6,135,000/., without expressing their 
concurrence in the opinion which the 
committee of flnance of 1818, ex- 
pressed in their 8th report, in the fol- 
lowing words ; ^ that ships, military 
stores, &c. were nut only necessary 
to the glory of the country in the 
event of war, but that finances re- 
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cruited during peace are at least of 
equal imp ortafice ; but that a strict 
regard to financial arrangements^ by 
which wealth and industry were ge- 
nerally diffused through the nation^ 
and by the operation of which the 
people were relieved far as was 
practicable, from their burdens, was 
of equal importance on these grounds, 
the House recommends to the minis- 
ters of the Crftwn the reconsideration 
of tlie naval estimates, in order that 
they may be reduced, in consonance 
with the opinion of the finance com- 
mittee, above recited, and the better 
to suit the present circumstances of 
the country/* 

Lord John Russell seconded the 
amendment. 

Sir G. Cockburn was surprised that 
the honourable member (Mr Hume) 
should have asserted, that no reason 
had been given for the increase in the 
navy estimates. He begged the hon. 
member to recollect that his hon. 
friend (Sir G. Clerk) in bringing those 
estimates forward, had stated that 
the increase this year was owing to 
the war in India, and to the necessity 
which existed for keeping up a naval 
force in various parts of the world. 
The general state of the commerce of 
the country was such, that ministers 
could not withhold this force, without 
creating general discontent amongst 
the merchants. There was no part 
of the world in which the commerce 
of Great Britain was not going on at 
this moment ; and armed ships had 
been sent abroad for the purpose oi' 
protecting that commerce. The Ad- 
miralty took care to see that those 
vessels w^ere properly distributed, 
‘fhey were obliged to send ships up 
tlie Mediterranean, where the British 
were likely to be attacked by the bel- 
ligerents on both sides. Again it was 
necessary to station vessels of war in 
the West Indies, and they were like- 
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wise called for on tlie coast of Africa, 
There was no part of the world ifi 
which a British naval force was not 
looked up to for protection. If that 
House were filled with merchants, he 
was convinced they would all rise 
with pne accord, and bear testimony 
to the benefits they had derived from 
the system pursued by the Admiralty. 
The hon. member had stated, that 
the claim of no man was listened to 
at the Admiralty, unless he possessed 
family interest. He (Sir G. C.) de- 
nied the charge altogether. He at- 
tended himself at the Admiralty iti 
rotadon ; and he would say, that no 
person, from the highest to the low- 
est, ever asked to see him, whom he 
did not see, and whose business he 
did not hear. And he would tell the 
hon. member, in the face of the House 
and of the country, that he paid less 
attention to a man who had family 
interest than to one who was without 
it. He would say more. He would 
tell the hon. member, — and many of- 
ficers would bear witness to the fact 
—that when men without interest 
had stated their cases to him, he had 
done his utmost to bring them for- 
ward. 

Mr Robertson complained, that on 
so important a vote there was not a 
minister of the crown in his place. 
The apology for keeping up a large 
naval force made by the hon. lord of 
the Admiralty, was totally inadequate 
— namely, the war in India. 

Sir C. Cole defended the Admiralty 
i'rom the charge of an unfair use of 
favour and affection in promotions. 

Mr Herries complained that this 
was an unfair application of that great 
but just and necessary power which 
the House had of disputing the esti- 
mates. This was at once to stop the 
progress of public business. 

Mr Tremaynefelt himself compel- 
led, from a sense of the publio dii- 
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tress, and the necessity of more eco- 
nomy in the finance, to support the 
amendment. 

Mr Hobhouse had no wisli to em- 
barrass the measures of jnfovernraent : 
on the contrary, he had voted with 
them on every occasion during the 
season, excepting last night, when 
they introduced a measure which 
tended to subvert tlieir own princi- 
ples. This was another occasion upon 
W'hich he felt bound to oppose them. 
Our establishments were too large. 
There was but one opinion out of 
doors, that such establishments could 
not be kept up for any continpance 
of time, especially if ministers were 
resolved to persevere in that measure, 
which he must deem on tlieir parts 


an eminently wise on^, of returning 
to a metallic currency. 

On a division, the numbers were — 
For Mr Hume’s amendment, 15 — 
For the original motion, 43 — Majori- 
ty, 28. 

On the motion that the sum of 
896,000/. be granted to bis Majesty 
for defraying the expense of the half- 
pay of:the unemployed ofiicersof his 
Majesty's fleet. 

Sir Ghristoplier Cole rose to express 
his regret at the hardships which luilf- 
pay officers of the navy were obliged 
to undergo, in consequence of their 
being obliged to employ themselves 
in other professions, owing to the 
very inadequate provision afforded to 
them by government. 
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CHAPTER V 


( 'ont Laws. — Silk Trade.^--^ Navigation Laws. 


At a very early period of the session, 
ministers declared their determination 
not to l>ring the Corn Laws that ses- 
sion under the considemtion of Parlia- 
ment ; notwithstanding which, innu- 
merable petitions both for and against 
an alteration of tliesc laws, were preseiit- 
c*d to botli Houses of Parliament, which 
occasionally led to very animated and 
angry discussions. TJie distress of the 
manufacturing districts having at length 
rcjached a most deplorable height, mi- 
nisters appear to have been induced by 
that circumstance to relax a little from 
their first determination, and to intro- 
duce into parliament two bills, one for 
the liberation of bonded corn, at cer- 
tain duties, and for a limited time ;.the 
t>ther for authorizing the Privy Coun- 
cil to admit the importation of 500,000 
quarters of foreign wheat during the re- 
cess of parliament, should circumstan- 
ces occur to render the measure expe- 
dient. The alleged grounds of these 
two measures were a supposed defi- 
ciency in the stock of corn in the coun- 
try, owing to the eaiiiness of the pre- 
vious harvest, and the 'prospect of a 
late and deficient harvest in the cur- 
rent year ; should which prospect be 
realized, corn, it was maintained, might 
reach to famine prices. How much 
truth there was in these grounds we 
do not take it upon^ourselves to say ; 
blit we arc inclined to suspect that one 


great reason of the two measures was 
a wish, on the part of ministers, to ex- 
tend a boon to the working classes, 
(whose feelings had ever been exasper- 
ated against the Corn Laws,) for the pa- 
tience with which most of them had 
endured their very trying privations; 
and to give them a proof that the Le- 
gislature sympathized in their distresses. 
It was for that reason alone, indeed, 
that several members of both Houses 
supported the measure, though, view- 
ing them apart from it, they could not 
acknowledge either their efficacy or 
their expediency. It was distinctly 
declared by ministers that the two mea- 
sures were meant to be temporary in 
their nature, and lliat any decision which 
Parliament might come to nigarding 
them, should not at ail compromise the 
question as to the principle of the Corn 
l-aws, which was to be left as open for 
discussion as ever. 

In the House of Commons,* May 1, 
Mr Canning spoke as follows ; — “ I 
rise, sir, to give notice of my inten- 
tion to submit to the House, to-mor- 
row, a measure for some modification 
in the Corn Laws, with reference to 
the existing distresses in the manu- 
facturing districts. The accounts re- 
ceived this morning of the sufferings of 
the people, in these districts, are such 
a must deeply affect every liumau 
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heart not altogether callous to the dis- 
tresses of our fellow-creatures. What- 
ever may be the expediency of inter- 
fering in this way for their relief upon 
general principles, there are some cases 
of such peculiar hardship, that they call 
for extraordinary measures for the im- 
mediate alleviation of the calamity, as 
far as that can possibly be done by any 
regulations that can be adopted. The 
measure wliich I intend to propose ap- 
pears to me the best calculated to meet 
the existing evil, and the least objec- 
tionable in point of principle that can, 
at present, be devised. In the neigh- 
bourhood of the places in which the 
distress is most s(*vevely felt — in the 
ports of lAvcrpool, Hull, and other sea- 
ports — there is a considerable quantity 
of bonded corn, which cannot, as the 
law at present stands, be brought out 
for sale in this country. What I pro- 
pose is, tliat a law should be passed for 
enabling the proprietors of bonded com 
to bring their grain into the market. 
The amount of bonded wlieat is under- 
stood to be from 250,000 to 300,000 
quarters ; and the infusion of tliis quan- 
tity into the corn market may prove 
beneficial to the people, without any 
material injury to tlie agiicultural in- 
terests. But as we cannot, at this time, 
he sure of the state of the next harvest, 
I mean further to propose, that in the 
hill to he submitted on this subject a 
clause should be inserted to enable his 
Majesty in Council to open the ports 
for the admission of foreign coin, ei- 
ther ])artially or generally, at the dis- 
cretion of government, iluring the re- 
cess of parliament, in case sucli a mea- 
sure should appear to be necessary or 
expedient. With respect to the open- 
ing of the ports — if that shall be found 
expedient — I propose, that the minor 
duty of twelve shillings per quarter 
should be imposed upon foreign grain 
imported into this country. J believe 
the regular mo<le of proceeding will be, 
to move ta-morrow that the House go 


into a committee on the Com Act of 
3d Geo. IV., with a view to the intro- 
duction of the measure now in contem- 
plation; hut 1 wish it to be distinctly un- 
derstood, that 1 do not mean to propose 
any alteration in that act, beyond the 
two points wliich I have mentioned.’" 

Mr Tierney rose to express his great 
gratification at the measure proposed, 
and his” entire concurrence in its pro- 
priety. 

On Mr Canning’s, next day, moving 
the order of the day for the House resol- 
ving itself into a committee on 3d Geo. 
IV. cap. 60, respecting the corn law^s, 

Sir T. Letlibridge said, to the first 
proposition of the right hon. gentleman, 
that of letting out the corn in bond on 
paying a duty of 125. per quarter, there 
might be no objection ; but it was to 
the next proposal, that of enabling go- 
vernment to permit the importation of 
foreign corn at their discretion, tliat he 
wanted now to call attention, because 
it involved the whole principle of the 
Corn Laws. But a little fortnight ago, 
when an hon. member (Mr Whitmore) 
had proposed to deal with the whole 
system of the com laws, the proposi- 
tion had been ovenuled by a large ma- 
jority. He would ask what bad arisen 
since to justify the alteration which had 
taken place in the opinion of ministers? 
The distress now complained of existed 
then, and it was only because it had 
been of longer duration, that it was now 
greater. There had been no rioting then, 
and lie had heard, he did not pretend 
to say how truly, that the cause of the 
riot since, might be in a great measure 
attributed to the manner in which that 
question bad been treated in the House. 
He, however, was much more disposed 
to attribute those riots to the distress. 
— Much was to be hoped in relief of 
the present distress, from the charity 
of individuals. The poor-rates were 
also available. Even, if it were neces- 
suy, a pecuniary grant might be pro- 
posed, in aid of the poor-rates ; and 
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for his own part, lie was of opinion that 
it would have been a much more ra- 
tional and justifiable course than that 
which was now contemplated. It was 
stated by the right hon. gentleman that 
the quantity of corn now in the coun- 
try under bond, consisted of 250,000 
or 300,000 (piarters. He had reason 
to suppose that the quantity was un- 
derrated : and/rom the accourtt given 
by Mr Jacob, he found that (500,000 
quarters formed about one week s con- 
sumption in England ; whence, suppo- 
sing this statement to be correct, it was 
obvious that the introduction of such a 
quantity as was said to be in bond, 
could have little effect in alleviating 
the present distress. He therefore 
thought, that under the pretext which 
was held out, the real object was to 
get rid of the Corn Laws by a side-wind. 
He was sure that imposing a duty of 
I2s* a-quarter on foreign corn, would 
have the immediate effect of throwing 
out of cultivation a vast quantity of 
land, and that distress similar to that 
which had been felt in 1821 and 1822 
would again be experienced. Would 
it be said that the manufacturers were 
entitled to the protection which it was 
now proposed to give them, at the ex- 
pense of other anil not less important 
interests? It was plain, from Mr Ja- 
cobis report, that the continental grow- 
ers of corn regulated all their opera- 
tions by the state of the British mai- 
ket. 80 long as they could command 
high prices in the mai'kets of this coun- 
try, the corn growers of the continent 
encouraged their crops. When, in 1821 
and 1822, their importations were 
checked, the cultivation of com was 
given up, and wool was grown to a 
great extent instead. It appeared by 
the returns, that in 1821, 7 millions of 
pounds weight of wool were imported ; 
in 1822, 11 or 12 millions ; in 1824, 
18 millions, and in 1825, 4*2 millions. 
Who then could doubt that the imme- 
diate consequence o£ the proposed mea- 


sure must he to reduce the importation 
of wool, and to increase the importation 
of corn?' Without going further into 
the principles of free trade than as a]>- 
plied to corn, he contended that it was 
impossible to put that upon the foot-< 
ing of other articles until it had been 
relieved from the burdens ^vliicb it at 
present bore to the same extent. Let 
the House look at the expenses which 
the country bad to pay. Look at tin* 
amount of the annual revenue ; look at 
our immense establishments, and say 
whether it was possible to make corn 
cheap. They must conskler that they 
had 30 millions yearly to pay the public 
creditors, 

Mr Bennet said, that oven tliose who 
advocated this measure did not pretend 
that it would remedy the distress. If, 
then, it was not likely to act as a re- 
medy, what could he said to induce the 
House to adopt it ? He was much more 
disposed to attribute the distress to the 
change in the currency tlian to the Corn 
Laws. If the price of corn was not 
greatly reduced, the present measure 
would not alleviate the distress ; and 
if it should he reduced to a consider- 
able extent, it would transfer tlio dis- 
tress from the manufacturing to tlie 
agricultural classes. 

Mr Canning assured the hon. mem- 
ber (Mr Bennet) tliat no man could 
think more unworthily of ministers than 
they would think of themselves, if there 
were any foundation for the charge, 
that they were attempting, by a side- 
wind, to alter the established system of 
the Com Laws. For the present mesu 
sure, he proposed it under peculiar cir- 
cumstances, without the slightest re- 
ference to the merits of the general 
question. There existed in this coun- 
try a large quantity of corn, which had 
been imported under a law which for- 
bade its coming at present into circu- 
lation ; upon the very site of the gra- 
naries in which this corn was lyingV 
there was a grindinc: and destructive 
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disti’ess ; then could there bo A ques- 
tion as to the propriety of at once let- 
ting that corn into circulation, and so 
gaining a considerable immediate re- 
lief at little or no sacrifice on the part 
of the community ? This was the fii*st 
part of the measure proposed : the se- 
cond was to give government a power, 
prospectively, to admit foreign com, in 
case an extreme necessity should make 
it, in their estimation, advisable to do 
so. Now, he was no alarmist as to tlie 
quantity of com in the country, nor did 
he know how far prices were likely to 
rise ; but for the last six weeks, no 
ihatter from what cause, we had had a 
rising market ; and there were symp- 
toms of a rising market still. This was 
so clearly the case, that he thought that 
the bonded com admitted would have 
no more effect than to prevent a farther 
rise. As the law stood, if, between 
this time and August next, com did not 
rise in price to 80,!?., whatever the dis- 
tress or inconvenience, nothing could 
be done. It might rise to 79^., and the 
distress might be most pressing, and 
still no relief could be bad. To pro- 
vide against these contingencies, go- 
vernment now desired to be furnished 
with authority. . Personally, they felt 
tlie power to he an infliction, but it was 
one which they preferred submitting to, 
to iiicuiTing the risk of mischief. — The 
observations of the hon. member (Mr 
Bennet) as to amount of duty, seemed 
to him founded in error, because the 
question was not one of amount ; a re- 
viving trade, with a high price, would 
assist the country more than a modified 
price with the existing state of com- 
mercial affairs. 

Mr Bankes said, that there was a pre- 
vailing opinion among the lower classes, 
that they were suffering from the ope- 
ration of the Com Laws; the right 
hon. gentleman, who denied in words 
that this opinion was well-founded, 
admitted it in spirit ; for it was by tam- 


pering with the Com Laws that he pro- 
posed to relieve the distress. What 
would the letting in of the bonded corn 
avail ? Suppose it mduced corn to 30.t. 
a-quarter, how would that help people 
who had no money to buy it at any 
2 )rice ? ‘ 

Mr Robertson thought that the mea- 
sure proposed would serve only to ag- 
gravate' the existing evil. The distress 
arose from a failure of demand conse- 
quent upon the recent commercial dis- 
tresses, and from the glut of British 
manufactures which existed in all the 
markets of the world. If the bonded 
com was allowed to be brought into 
the country, the agricultural interest 
would take the alarm, and a panic would 
follow its introduction, which it would 
not be easy to allay. He had a propo- 
sition to submit to the House, which 
would extend the most effectual relief 
to the distressed manufacturers, with- 
out in juring the interests of the landed 
proprietors. He proposed that the 
House should grant a sum of money — 
he would name half a million-— which 
should be placed at the disposal of go- 
vernment for the relief of the distressed 
districts. The way in which this re- 
lief could be best effected would be to 
let government, with this sum, pur- 
chase the bonded corn, and the money 
collected in subscriptions tlirougliout 
the country might repurchase tliis corn 
for the relief of the starving manufac- 
turers at 30^., or less than half its pre- 
sent price; and not only would that 
measure produce the effect of allevi- 
ating the present misery, hut it could 
be effected without injuring in any way 
the landed interest. 

Mr Whitmore. — Under the pre- 
sent afflicting circumstances, he was of 
opinion that the measure proposed by 
government would have the best effect ; 
and, looking at the existing distress, he 
was persuaded, that if Pnrliament se- 
parated without alleviating that distress 
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as far as mi^bt be practicable, conse- 
quences the most disastrous would fol- 
low. 

Colonel Wood said, that in answer 
to the hon. gentleman’s (Mr Whit- 
more/s) observation that this country 
had liardly grown corn eqdal to its con- 
sumption, he would state that for the 
last seven years the country had been 
living on its own produce, and* no im- 
]>ortation had taken place. — He had no 
ol)jection to let out tlie bonded com at 
; but he thought it impossible to 
look at the discretionary power which 
was proposed to be invested in govern- 
ment with respect to the impoi-tation of 
foreign grain, without reference to the 
Corn Laws. 

Lord Milton. — Unless he was much 
mistaken as to these calamities and 
their causes, the remedy now propo- 
sed had no relation to them. It was 
not want of food which was the grie- 
vance. The manufacturing interests 
wore now suffering the extremity of 
distn’ss which had assailed every com- 
mercial liouse about six months ago. It 
was not a want of food, neither was it 
a want of capital in the country ; the 
real want was a want of credit; and 
liis complaint against ministers through- 
out the session was, that their measures 
had a tendency to destroy the remain- 
ing credit of the country, and to pre- 
vent its revival. With respect to the 
proposition for a vote of money to re- 
lieve the distressed population, his opi- 
nion was, that if private individuals 
were called upon to subscribe, the Le- 
gislature ,«|should come forwai*d. Pau- 
pers were entitled to parochial relief : 
in the present case, the manufacturers 
of Lancashire were the paupers, and 
the state was the parish. 

Mr Caleraft thought that no measure 
was more likely tlmu the present to 
create disunion between the agricultu- 
ral and manufacturing interests. Ta- 
king off the restriction on foreign corn 
would have no effect in relieving the 


distress ; neither could individual sub- 
scriptions do it. Wlien it was recol- 
lected what^had been done for the Rus- 
sians af^'d the Hanoverians, the artizans 
would think it strange that Parliament 
did not do something for them. He 
hoped that ministers would not perse- 
vere in the second proposition, but 
that a vote would pass for the relief 
of the distressed manufacturers. 

Sir J. Newport would vote for the 
committee, on the express condition 
that it he an instruction to it, that after 
considering the question as to letting 
out the bonded com, it should after- 
wards take into consideration the ge- 
neral question of the Com Laws, in or- 
der to see how far the second measure 
proposed would be proper, under pre- 
sent circumstances. — He would add, 
that whatever might be expected from 
the issuing of bonded com, it was Ills 
opinion that it would he ineffectual 
unless accompanied with a pecuniary 
gi*ant. 

Lord J. Russell thought it was mat- 
ter of just complaint against ministers, 
that they bad a few days ago refused 
to interfere with the Com Laws du- 
ring the present year, and now proposed 
a direct interference, as a necessary 
means of relief. As to the letting out 
the bonded com, the necessity of such 
a measure would of course depend upon 
tlie stock of corn now in the country. 
He was of opinion that the com about 
to be brought into market would not 
have much effect in lowering the price 
of corn. He would now come to the 
second measure — that of giving to Go- 
v^ment the power of o])*euing the 
ports during the recess. He for one 
would hesitate before be left such a 
power to the discretion of ministers — 
a power which, by ojiening the ports 
even at the duty of 17^., might in 
the course of a few months so fill the 
country with foreign corn, as to destroy 
the agiicultural interests for years U> 
come. . . 
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. Mr Huskisson said, that honourable 
members appeared to have caught the 
notion, that government intended to 
proclaim to the country that the pre- 
sent distress* arose from the operation 
6 f the Corn Laws. He must repeat, 
what he had always said, that those 
laws were not the cause of the distress, 
and he should be able to satisfy the 
House that the present measure was 
not proposed on any such assumption. 
A few facts would he sufBcient on this 
point, and he would, therefore, call the 
attention of the House to tlie state of 
the country at the coiTesponding period 
of last yeai*. At that period, when the 
most active employment prevailed in 
tlie cotton trade, corn was Ga* or 7 . 9 . 
higher per quarter than it was at pre- 
sent* When corn was so much lower 
now, it followed as naturally as effect 
could fellow cause, that its price had 
no direct effect on the condition of the 
manufacturers. The price of corn, there- 
fore, was not the cause of the distress. 
But it was said that want of credit was 
the cause : if so, how could that be re- 
medied, unless by an increased de- 
mand ? Now, if the proposed measure 
would so reduce the price of com, or 
prevent its* rising beyond its present 
price, it would accomplish no ineonsi- 
deralile good. A similar measure, in 
one respect at least, was proposed last 
year, and received the sanction of the 
legislature. In tlie six weeks before 
the measure to which he alluded the 
prices of corn were — in the first week, 
68r. ; in the second week, 685. 9 d * ; in 
the third week, 095 . ; in the fourth 
week, 685. ; in the fifth week, 675. ; 
and in the sixth, 665. Gd* Now, under 
these circumstances of a Rilling price, 
the legislature sanctioned the letting 
out into the market between 4 and 
500,000 quarters of bonded corn, not 
because the price was then considered 
too high, but to prevent the chance of 
its rising so high as to open the ports, 
and inundate* the country with foreign 


corn. When this was done in 1825 , 
from such motives, was it too much to 
ask in the present state of distress, to 
guard against the danger of com rising 
to a very high price ; especially when 
they considered that in 1825 , corn was 
falling, whereas in the last six weeks it 
had risen ? He now came to the se- 
cond, and aa he perceived the more ob- 
jectionable measure* By the returns 
of the several towns from which tlie 
averages were ma<le up, it appeared 
that the supply in the market was now 
less by several hundred thousand quar- 
ters, when compared with the same pe- 
riod of last year. He would contend, 
tberefoi*e, that it was not a visionary 
assertion, that between this time and 
the approaching harvest, the country 
might be placed in difficulties of whicfi 
tlie consequences might be most seri- 
ous* Let it be borne in mind, that 
without the measure now proposeil, 
com might rise, not merely to 8O5., 
but to IOO5., and still the ports could 
not by law be opened before the first, 
week after the 15 th of August, unless 
parliament were called together in tln^ 
interim. But suppose parliament were 
called together. Would that be a jwo- 
per time to enter Into a discussion on 
ti;e Corn Laws, when famine sialked 
through the land ? Was it not, there- 
fore, better to provide* in time, and not 
to depend on such contingencies ? L<*t 
not gentlemen go away with the im- 
pression, that by the adoption of this 
measure, the ports must necessarily h<* 
opened. They would remain abut, 
unless such circumstances ocuuiTed as 
would render their opening necessary. 
If it should be thought right to ad<l to 
the limitation of time and circumstances 
the limitation of price — as, for instance, 
that the ports should not be opened un- 
less tlie price were at 655 .— ho would 
say, that for that or for any other pru- 
dent limitation which parliament might 
give them in the exercise of the power 
which it intrusted to their hands, he 
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for one nhould be thankful. If parlia^ 
ment refused ininisters that power, 
those wIk) induced it so to act would 
incur a responsibility, of which they 
would do well to contemplate the ex-, 
tent. He protested beforehand against 
the consequences whichnnust ensue, if, 
for three months or more, govemment 
should be left without the power of re- 
lieving a starving population by the 
introduction of foreign corn. He knew 
that there had been a glut of our ma- 
nufactures in all the foreign markets. 
It was in the cotton manufacture that a 
market was most particularly wanted. 
Now lie believed, he might say, that 
two-thirds of our cotton manufactured 
goods were made for the foreign mar- 
ket. If, therefore, an increase of the 
foreign demand could be created by the 
purchase of corn, relief would be ad- 
ministered to the cotton manufacturer, 
Mr E. Wodehouse said a few words, 
inculpatory of Mr Jacob s report. 

The House then divided. For the 
amendment, 82 — Against it, 214> — 
Majority against the amendment, 132* 
The House then went into a com- 
mittee, when the resolutions were pro- 
posed as follows : — 

1st. “ That all foreign corn, meal, 
and flour, which was secured in ware- 
houses ill the United Kingdom on the 
2d May, 1826, shall be admitted to 
entry for home consumption on pay- 
ment of the following duties (that is to 
«ay); 

s, d. 

For every quarter of wheat - 12 0 
For every qufirter of rye, pease, 

and beans - - - 8 0 

For every quarter of barley, bear, 

and big - - - 6 0 

For every quarter of oats - 4 0 
For every cwt. of wheat, meal, 

and flour^ • - - 3 3 

2d. That it is expedient to em- 
power his Majesty, by any order of 
liis Majestyin Couijril, to permit, under 


certain regulations, and for a time to be 
limited, the entry for borne consump-* 
tion of an additional quantity of foreign 
corn, meal, or flour; subject to the 
duties which may be imposed by any 
act to be passed in this session of Par- 
liament.** 

The first resolution was then put, 
and agreed to unanimously ; and seve- 
ral members desiring that the second 
resolution should not be passed without 
farther discussion, 

Mr Canning consented to adjourn 
the committee. 

On Friday May 6, the House being 
in committee, 

Mr Canning : — “ Before I proceed to 
an explanation of the resolution which 
I am about to propose, I will clear away 
some general objections to which the 
whole of the measures have been sub- 
jected. Most undoubtedly, I did, on 
the first day of the present session, make 
a declaration, which I have often renew- 
ed since, that I was of opinion that the 
present was not a convenient season to 
enter into a consideration of the corn 
trade, with a view of making any alte- 
ration in the laws which affected it. 
Upon that opinion I have acted through- 
out the session ; and I now declare 
without hesitation that it still remains 
unchanged. And still more, that if any 
one will consider these resolutions with- 
out prejudice, he will find that they 
are characterised by a strict conformi- 
ty with such an opinion, and solely in- 
tended to enable ministers and this 
House, without inconvenience, to post- 
pone any consideration of fhose laws 
until another sessioil. I hope 1 have 
cleared tlie question from some of those 
impediments, with regard to its propo- 
sers, which stood in the way of a free 
and impartial discussion of its merits, 
and that the proposition will now, at 
least, be allowed to stand upon its own 
grounds. I hope it will not be consi- 
dered an niifnir inference, ihnt if I sliew 
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wliat we have already done, and the 
expectation of what we are about to do^ 
to be producing gi*eat good, 1 may be 
allowed to anticipate still greater from 
the consummation of our intentions. 
The account of what we proposed upon 
the subject of the corn trade reached 
Liverpool on Wednesday morning ; and 
on this day there are letters in town, 
one of which was put into my hand 
just before I came down to the House. 
It is not from any friend of mine, nor 
an acquaintance, nor a political sup- 
porter either of mine or of my right 
honourable friend. I know him, how- 
ever, to be a man of high honour, (un- 
questioned integrity, and possessing 
great estimation as a mercantile charac- 
ter in the city where be resides. In 
this letter he says, there has been a 
sliglit improvement to-day in Manches- 
ter goods, but the moment it became 
known that it was the intention of mi- 
nisters to introduce a measure for re- 
lief, by removing the resti-ictions which 
kept the bonded coni out of the mar- 
ket, cotton could not be obtained at an 
advance of 5 per cent, and there seem- 
ed to be a very general restoration of 
confidence, arising from the feeling that 
government would do all in their 
power to relieve the sufferers. This is 
the language of one letter. Since I en- 
tered the House, however, I have recei- 
ved another, which is also not address- 
ed to me, nor to any friend of mine, 
and (although I am not quite certain) 
I believe the writer to be opposed to 
me in politics. I know, however, that 
he is a person of respectability. His 
letter, dated tlie 3d of May, runs thus ; 

The account ofVliat has been propo- 
sed by ministers has made us all alive, 
and led to a very general improvement 
in trade. Holders of cotton are all spe- 
culating upon a rise, and there are no 
sellers to-day.” Surely it cannot be 
said, after this, that the measure re- 
commended is not founded upon good 
principles ; and even if the practical 


effect may be in some measure over- 
rated, it must be a matter of congratu- 
lation to its proposers, and an encou- 
ragement to their perseverance, when 
they see that the expectation of its ef- 
fects is likely to produce a retuni of 
that confidence, without which the ma- 
nufacturers cannot hope to be rescued 
from their present difficulties. I am 
quite prepared to admit that, because 
there is so much good anticipated from 
the fimt proposition— that of the admis- 
sion of bonded com — we are not there- 
fore to infer that this is an argument 
for the second proposition. The good 
of the first proposition is plain and im- 
mediate ; that to be anticipated from 
the second is distant, and depends on 
contingencies ; but, although the second 
may rest upon a somewhat different 
foundation, they tend to the same ends. 
Every one knows that, for three weeks 
before the honourable member (Mr 
Whitmore) made his motion, there had 
been a gi*adual inclination to a rise in 
price ; for three weeks since there has 
been the same ; so that for six weeks— 
with the exception, I believe, of the 
last few days, when we can mark a 
slight decline — a constant tendency to 
rise has been visible in the corn market ; 
and that rise has been accompanied by 
a state of terror and alarm, which, al- 
though I do not mean to make any 
prophecies of famine, indicates an ap- 
proach to a state which no man can 
contemplate with satisfaction. When 
we consider that the consumption of 
the last year began even before the get- 
ting in of the Ijarvest, and that the har- 
vest of this year may he a month later 
than the last, I say, that there is ground 
for an apprehension which would not 
exist in ordinary times. Let us take 
with that the circumstances which have 
occurred in the manufacturing districts, 
and there, I say, we may find tiiat there 
are matters of more than ordinary im- 
portance, which did not exist when the 
subject was disci«ssed before, and point 
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out to ua the propriety of making such 
an amendment, as may guard against 
possilile consequences. How far those 
consequences may operate I do not 
pretend to predict — a fortnight of mild 
weather and a west wind may avert all 
pro!)able danger; while* half the time 
may be the parent of famine. In a for- 
mer year (1816) a change of one night 
<lestroyed our expectations, * and the 
promise of the Monday was totally 
i»lighted by the succeeding Wednesday. 
I would call upon the House to consi- 
der what government has done on 
somewhat similar occasions ; and I 
mean, for that purpose, to take a very 
remarkable occurrence of the last cen- 
tury — not more to be held up as an 
example to this House, than to be con- 
templated, with attention, as a warning. 
In the beginning of 1766, Loi*d Cha- 
tham, the most distinguished man of 
his day, was the leading member of the 
government in this House ; while Lord 
Camden, the most popular lawyer who 
ever sat upon the bench, appeared at 
the head of the peers. Never had this 
country seen so popular — ^never so com- 
manding an administration ; scarcely 
any who could lay claim, with such ap- 
parent hope of escaping censure, to the 
exercise of that power which has been, I 
think, a little too loosely stated by some 
honourable members, when they advi- 
sed us to take measures for infringing 
the law, under the pretence of the salus 
popnli^ as inherent in the Crown. Those 
great men, however, relying on their 
high favour with the nation, did take 
this course ; and, by an order in coun- 
cil, took upon themselves the responsi- 
bility of giving their resolution the ef- 
fect of law. The course which they 
pursued was very different from that 
which we are called upon to adopt. 
'11 le harvest had proved a bad one ; 
there was an apprehension of a famine, 
and they had, in the performance of 
their duty — for this occurred during the 
recess— to do the very converse of that 


for which we require the power of par- 
liament — they had to shut those porta 
which it would be necessary for us to 
open. When parliament met, the ex- 
ercise of such a power by this popular 
ministry, produced the most violent 
debates ; and while every man who 
took any part in them, admitted the 
absolute necessity of what had been 
done, the greater portion regarded it as 
a violation of the principles of the Con- 
stitution, as an extension of the prero-* 
gative of the Crown, and these attacks 
were actually successful in both Houses. 
Here, then, is a warning to us ; and 
though the circumstances are not quite 
the same, are we, after this, to be bla- 
med, because we do not think our 
course sufficiently secure without sub- 
jecting it to the approbation of parlia- 
ment ? There are gentlemen who say 
we have not done right to come before 
pai'liament, and that we ought to wait 
the possibility of any contingency which 
may happen, and then act upon our 
discretion. They say to us, ‘‘ Go on— 
let the circumstances arise — then use 
the power of the Crown in the emer- 
gency, sod come down to us for a Bill 
of Indemnity.” If then, I ask, those 
circumstances had happened, and we, 
relying on the precedent before us, had 
exercised this power — would this Bill 
of Indemnity, I ask, have been readily 
granted ? Who that has witnessed the 
spirit in which we have been cathecbi- 
sed here for the mere attempt to ask 
for that power— can say so? What 
earnest have we here, I ask, of the spi- 
rit and the tone in which we should be 
treated, if, instead of asking for permis- 
sion to exercise that power, upon a con- 
tingency which may never arise, we 
were now beseeching this House to 
grant us indemnity for having exercised 
it upon a contingency which had arisen, 
and without that permission which we 
now call upon it to confer. No other 
course, therefore, remained to us, hut 
to come at once for the sanction of par- 
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liament. I say, that those who now re- 
fuse us their sanction, must take on 
themselves the consequences of what- 
ever license we may be compelled to 
usurp. As to the extensive discretion 
which this measure proposes to give, I 
can safely assure the House that there 
is no mode of limiting that discretion 
on one hand ; and on the other, of 
maintaining a faithful adherence to the 
assurance which has been given, of not 
discussing this session, and not inter- 
fering with the principle of the Com 
Laws, which we would not gladly adopt 
and which we do not anxiously solicit. 
As to the responsibility which thei act 
would confer, there are three modes by 
which its exercise may be regulated : 
the first by the imposition of a duty ; 
the second by a restriction of price — 
that is, the price at which importation 
should be permitted ; the third by a 
Rmitation of quantity. When first I 
brought forward this measure, I was 
inclined in favour of the imposition of 
a precise duty of 12^. But it has been 
objected to that course, that it would 
have the effect of fixing 12$. as a duty 
in future, when it was intended only to 
apply to the present case. It was also 
urged that we had taken too Iowa rmxi* 
m%m, 1 admit that there is a great 
deal in both these objeotioQS ; and feel- 
ing their force, I consent to sink the 
limitation of duty. As to tlie limitation 
of price — ^by which it was meant that 
the importation should not take place 
until com had reached a certain price 
^ — it was suggested 65^. — it was liable 
to the same objection, that it might be 
assun^ed hereafter as the importation 
price. Besides, the fixing any absolute 
price was liable to this further objec- 
tion, that what was a fair price at one 
period might not be so at another. In 
mlation to the state of the country, 
65s. or any absolute sum, might be 
sometimes high and sometimes low. 
For ^s reason, and for the purpose of 
mamtaining throughout good faith with 


those who might think the fixing a price 
would be the infringement of the con- 
ditions of any previous pledge, or un- 
derstanding, 1 consent to place no re- 
striction upon it. There remains but 
one other mode — that relating to quan- 
tity ; and on fhe quantity of import(Ml 
grain, and on nothing but the quantity, 
do I propose to place a limitation. A dis- 
cretionary power, so limited, will leave 
the future debates on the Corn Laws as 
free as if no discussion had now taken 
place, and as if no temporary mea- 
sure liad been resorted to, to relieve a 
temporary distress. I propose to admit 
something more than half the amount 
of the largest quantity that has ever 
been imported in one season-^tbat is, 
600,000 quarters, exclusive of w!mt 
is now in bond. The principle upon 
which I propose this is, tliat as the 
warehouses are cleared, they may be 
again replenished ; and that, ultimately, 
the same quantity may be admitted in 
bond as is now in the country. The 
act, then, (independent of the bonded 
com which has been disposed of by the 
first resolution,) will render it lawful 
for his Majesty, at any time from the 
close of the preseii') and until the com- 
mencement of the next session of Par- 
liament, by the advice of bis Majesty’s 
Privy Council, to issue any order for 
the permission of importing wheat, 
meal, or flour, into the different ports 
of this kingdom, provided the whole 
quantity so to be admitted do not ex- 
ceed 600,000 quarters ; and further, 
that any order so issued sliall not con- 
tinue in force more than two months 
from the time of its date ; an<l tliat 
none of the benefits provided in the 
act shall accrue to the party to whom 
the order was granted, unless it were 
executed according to the specified 
terms, and on the performance of such 
conditions as were directed by it. This 
is the outline of the provisions of the 
act. It is not in our power to antici- 
pate what exigency may* arise to re- 
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(|ulre the exercise of the provisions of 
this hill. In shaping its provisions to 
encounter such an exigency, we are, I 
think, free from the imputation of bad 
faith to the landed interest." The right 
honourable gentleman concluded by 
moving the second resolution. 

Sir T. Lethbridge said, that the right 
honourable gentleman had shown no 
reasonable ground for apprehending any 
clanger of famine during the recess, or 
before the next meeting of parliament. 
Surely 65^. was not a famine price ? at 
any rate, if ministers thought so, their 
opinions differed widely from those en- 
tertained by government in 1822. If 
the average price during the recess 
should amount to 65^., he supposed they 
would consider themselves at liberty to 
open the ports to foreign com, to the 
tune of 500,000 quarters. Upon the 
back of that was to be placed the quan- 
tity now in bond, which he believed 
had been under-rated at 400,000, quar- 
ters. Thus there would come upon the 
market little short of a million of quar- 
ters at a duty of 12«. the quarter. He 
put it to the government, whether, if 
such a quantity of com was imported 
at this duty, they could ever after look 
for a higher duty ? He pressed this on 
the particular attention of the House, 
for he believed if they lost sight of it 
now, they would have to repent it ever 
after. 

Mr Portman did not believe that the 
high price of corn was in any degree 
the cause of the distress, which he at- 
tributed to the want of employment for 
the manufacturer, and the depression 
of general credit. With respect, how- 
ever, to these resolutions, he must say 
that he was not disposed to take upon 
liis shoulders, either for them or for 
himself, the responsibility which they 
must incur by such an opposition to 
this measure as the principle of it de- 
served. 

Mr Peel.— -Honourable members had 
argued, that it tva» of no use to lower 


the price of corn, for the distressed 
manufacturers had no means of purcha- 
sing it at any price. Did they imagine 
that there was no class in the country 
between those who abounded in wealthy 
and those who were in the opposite ex- 
treme? But, with reference even to 
those who were deprived of the means 
of purchasing com at any price, were 
they not supported by the contributions 
of the affluent ? — ^and if the affluent 
were to support the distressed, was it 
of no consequence to either party, that 
the price of com should be reduced ?— 
Ministers were accused of an intention 
to invade the Com Laws. For any pre- 
judice to the general question, he de- 
nied that it could result, even in idea, 
from that measure: the very duty 
which was to be paid upon the import- 
ation was afflxed arbitrarily, in such a 
way as to make it impossible that it 
should be constraed into a principle- 
still less could it attach any weight to 
the argument that the present mea- 
sures were dangerous, inasmuch as they 
might seem to be extorted by the cla- 
mour and violence of the people. No 
man could be more disposed than he 
was to counsel resistance, at all ha- 
;sard8, to clamour ; but there were two 
kinds of courage — the courage to re- 
fuse that which was wrong, and the 
courage to do, in spite of misrepresen- 
tation, that which was right. For the 
clamours of the mob, he had no appre- 
hensions from tiiem. There was a moral 
energy in this country, that would al- 
ways suppress the violence and defeat 
the designs of a mob. Where know- 
ledge was extensively diffused through- 
out the population of a country, a mob 
could never acquire any permanent 
ascendency. Let not, then, the House 
of Commons forbear to do that which 
was right from any pusillaniipous ap- 
prehension that their motives should 
be misconstmed; and let the people 
have justice. It might be necessary 
to restrain the riotous, and even to pu- 
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jiish the guilty ; hut the privations in 
the main, to which the manufacturing 
classes had been subjected, had been 
bonie with infinite firmness and endu- 
rance. The disturbances at Manches- 
ter and the neighbourhood had been 
greatly over-rated. It was in the power 
of a very few men to do a great deal of 
mischief in destroying power-looms. 
But where had these disturbances ta- 
ken place? In a small part only of the 
manufacturing country. He Was con- 
vinced, that if any course was likely 
to procure a cool and impartial discus- 
sion of the Com Laws next session, it 
was the success of the measure uow 
before the House. Looking back to 
the case of 1766, which had been quo- 
ted by his right honourable friend, he 
found the circumstances connected with 
that occurrence peculiarly analogous 
to those belonging to the present. On 
this occasion, Lord Mansfield was re- 
presented to have expressed himself 
thus ; — “ I will say, in general, that 
lie is not a moderate minister who will 
rashly decide in favour of prerogative, 
in a question where the rights of par- 
liament are on the other side ; and I am 
sure he is not a prudent minister who, 
even in a doubtful case, commits the 
prerogative by a wanton experiment, 
to what degree the people will bear the 
extent of it. But, my lords, rashly and 
wilfully to claim or exercise as prero- 
gative, a power clearly against law, is 
too great boldness for this country; 
and of all things in the world, the sus- 
pending or dispensing power — ^that ed- 
ged- tool which has cut so deep-— is the 
last that any man in his wits would 
handle in England ; — that rock which 
the English history has warned against 
with such awful beacons; — an at- 
tempt which lost one prince his 
crown, and another both his crown and 
his head, and which at length expelled 
their family out of this land of liberty 
to the regions of tyranny, as the only 
climate timt suited their temper and 
genius -a power, the exercise of 


which stands branded as the subver- 
sion of the constitution, in the front of 
that truly great charter of your liber- 
ties — the Bill of Rights. A minister, 
who is not afraid of that power, is nei« 
ther fit for the sovereign nor the sub- 
ject. I love a* bold minister, when he 
keeps in the true sphere. In times of 
distress and danger, boldness is a jewel ; 
and witb joy I have seen bold, even 
wild enterprises succeed, though hard- 
ly within the die when undertaken. 
But the enemies of onr country are the 
proper objects of our boldness, not the 
constitution.’’ 'Now the power which 
ministers asked for was one that could 
be exercised without apprehension ; 
which, iu fact, might possibly not ho 
resorted to at all I — ^Looking at the 
subject in every point of view, he con- 
ceived that the rejection of the present 
measure would be fraught with serious 
mischief. 

Lord Althorpe opposed the motion, 
because its effects would be to leave 
every man s farm at the discretion of 
ministers. 

Colonel Davies expressed his inten- 
tion of voting for the motion, although 
he did not approve of the conduct of 
ministers. 

Mr Calcraft admitted that the pie- 
sent modified measure was far less ob- 
jectionable than the original plan. It 
was no longer a settlement of the ques- 
tion of the CoiTi Laws by a side-wind. 
He saw, however, vast difficulties in 
the execution of the plan, but he wait- 
ed for the details before he came to 
any final decision. 

After a few remarks from Colonel 
Trench and others, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

In the House of Commons, on May 
8, on the motion that the report of the 
committee on the Corn Laws (Act 3, 
Geo. IV. c. 60) he now brought up, 

Mr Heathcote opposed the motion. 

Lord Bclgrave oaid, that he could 
not approve of the motion, It had 
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been shown, that if the goveniment 
should give the manufacturers the whole 
quantity of com which it was proposed 
to admit, it would afford them no re- 
lief ; to sell it, therefore, even at a re- 
duced price, would be only to mock 
their sufferings, • 

Mr H. Sumner also objected to the 
motion. 

Mr Stanley said, that if the? honour, 
able gentleman had lately come, as he 
(Mr S.) had done, from the distressed 
districts, and seen in those places where 
there was absolutely the least suffering, 
weavers working 15 hours a-day for 3s. 
a- week, he would hardly be disposed 
to resist any course which was likely 
to give them even a temporary relief, 
lie had seen these weavers bearing 
their privations with a resolution which 
deserved the highest praise ; and sub- 
sisting, with their families, upon one 
scanty meal of oatmeal a*day rather 
than apply to the parish for relief. 

Colonel Wood was anxious, for the 
sake of the manufacturers themselves, 
not to ruin the home market by dis- 
tressing the -agriculturists. He wished 
that a price should be fixed — say, for 
instance, 70f. — at which ministers 
should at once have the power of open- 
ing the ports to the 500,000 quaiters 
of corn. 

Sir M. W. Ridley saw no peculiar 
necessity for the second branch of this 
measure now : as far as his infoima- 
tion went, there had never been less 
likelihood of any approach to scarcity 
in the country. 

Mr F. Lewis thought the measure 
likely to produce gi*eat immediate re- 
lief to the manufacturer,* and incapable 
of doing the slightest injury to the 
agriculturists. It would (lloubly assist 
the trading interests ; because it would 
render food cheap, and lead to the ex- 
port of commodities. 

Mr J. Smith said, that they who de- 
clared that the proposition made by 
ministers would injure the agricultural 


interests, were bound to take a more 
extended view than they had done of 
the relation which that interest bore to 
other classes of the community. 

Mr Baring could not agree to leave 
in the hands of government the power 
of shifting the price of corn. By the 
course proposed, neither the grower, the 
dealer, nor the consumer, would know 
what was to be the price of com ; it was 
left entirely at the will of his Majesty’s 
government. They began the session 
by meddling with the cmTency, which 
they should have left alone; and if 
they had left it alone, all the difficul- 
ties,® and all the distress, would long 
since have subsided. They would have 
heard nothing of want of food in Man-» 
Chester and other parts of the country, 
and next year they might have safely 
retraced their steps with respect to the 
1/. notes. The reason the ship did not 
right herself, was the unfortunate med- 
dling with the currency at the most 
inauspicious moment that could have 
been selected. The country was, in 
fact, suffering under the doctor rather 
than the disease. It appeared to be the 
feeling of almost everybody, that with 
open ports and a permanent duty, the 
corn trade might be safely and benefi- 
cially carried on ; the only difficulty 
would be, to fix the amount of duty 
to be exacted, and the rate of price to 
which that duty should be applied. 
Now, though he was inimical to the pre- 
sent Com Laws, he was not an enemy 
to a considerable degree of protection. 
He would suggest, that a duty of not 
less than 15^., or more than iSs., which 
would give protection to wheat at from 
55s. to 60^. per quarter, might be 
found sufficient. In the early part of 
the session, the state of the currency 
was urged as a reason for not consider- 
ing this question. The necessity of 
introducing gold to meet the deficit oc- 
casioned by the withdrawal of the 1/. 
notes, was strongly dwelt on; and it 
was said, ‘‘ If you introduce corn, you 
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cannot import gold." This alignment 
could not now be put forward ; because 
the taking out of the bonded corn would 
aet the merchants to fill the warehouses 
with fresh corn. Last year there were 
400,000 or 500,000 quarters let out of 
bond, and there was also what was 
called a fine harvest. Yet they had, 
in the face of these circumstances, a 
certain evidence, not of an absolute scar- 
city — nor yet sufficient to produce a 
just alarm of scarcity — but quite suffi- 
cient to prove that this country did not 
grow enough for its own consumption. 
He wished to point out one consider- 
able, advantage which would accrue 
from beginning the experiment in the 
com trade in the present year. It was 
evident from Mr Jacob’s report, that 
the supply which could now be sent to 
England from the Continent was not 
very great. In making the experiment 
on the Corn Laws, a new rate of duty 
must be imposed ; and if that duty were 
very low, the foreign merchant had it 
not in his power this year to take ad- 
vantage of it, and to inundate the Eng- 
lish market. But when the foreign 
growers put their seed in the groimd 
next year — and in their power of sup- 
plying this country he differed from Mr 
Jacob — knowing that England could 
not do without them, they would take 
care that there should be an abundant 
supply. His advice, therefore, was, 
that ministers should take the question 
up boldly, and that they should adopt 
some permanent principle, instead of 
having recourse to vacillating measures, 
as they had hitherto done. 

Mr W. Whitmore must admit that 
the investing government with such a 
power as that of admitting 500,4)00 
quarters of corn, without check or con- 
trol, was calculated to produce very 
iserious effects upon the agricultural in- 
terests. He feared that the knowledge 
of such power being placed in their 
hands, might produce unfortunate re- 
mits amongst the farmers, 


Mr Irving concurred in all that had 
fallen from the honourable member (Mr 
Baring) as to the causes that had pro- 
duced the late calamitous distresses. 
Long before the month of November, 
or December, ministers ought to have 
taken some fiieasures to prevent the 
evils not arising from what had been 
called over-trading, or speculation, but 
from a ^reat and rapid reduction of the 
currency. He could not agree with 
the honourable member (Mr Baring) as 
to the operation of the Corn Laws.’ If 
he (Mr Irving) understood their senti- 
ments, the farmers were well satisfied 
with the law as it stood ; it had work- 
ed well for them and for the country. 
The Com Laws might not, indeed, square 
with the present fashionable system of 
political philosophy — they might not 
accord with the fanciful theories of the 
metaphysicians and reviewers of Edin- 
burgh ; hut, as a plain practical man, 
he could not help rejoicing in the con- 
tinuance of a system which had bene- 
fited one class without doing injury to 
another. 

Mr Huskisson. — He had stated on 
a former occasion, that the com in bond 
proposed to be admitted into the mar- 
ket would not materially afreet the 
prices. The great alarm, however, ap- 
peared to arise from the introduction of 
the 500,000 quarters. But gentlemen 
appeared to forget that it did not fol- 
low, from the vesting of this discre- 
tionary power in the government, that 
they were bound to admit this quantity 
of com. No foreign corn would be ad- 
mitted, unless the necessity of it should 
he evident. He begged to recall to the 
recollection of the House what had 
happened in 1816. In that year the 
harvest was very deficient ; and yet the 
ports were not opened till November, 
although the price of wheat was at 100^. 
per quarter. They remained shut du- 
ring August, September, and October, 
notwithstanding the great advance of 
price ; and then, when the ports were 
10 
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at length opened in Noirember, other 
countries in which the harvest had been 
also deficient, came into competition 
with this country in the market, and 
prevented that ample supply that might 
otherwise have been obtained. He was 
as sensible as the honourable member 

S ^r Baring) of the inconvenience of 
is occasional legislation. cBut he 
challenged the stanchest supporters of 
the Corn Laws, to say, that under the 
present circumstances, these laws ought 
to he allowed to come into full opera- 
tion. No one would venture to say so ; 
and they were bound, therefore, to give 
this discretionary power to ministers, or 
adopt some other measure that might 
obviate so great a calamity. 

Sir £. Knatchbull, for one, would 
have agreed to let out the bonded com, 
in consideration of the present dis- 
tresses ; but representing a large por- 
tion of the landed interest of the coun- 
try, he should consider that he compro- 
mised his duty if he gave the measure 
his full support, 

Mr Canning must say, that even 
those who hadtllitered into the great- 
est length of discussion on this subject, 
had kept far wide of the practical ques- 
tion. That question was this : — Here 
was a law for regulating the trade in 
corn, enacted under peculiar circum- 
stances, such as perhaps justified the 
act, but a law of which the extreme 
provisions had never been suffered to 
come into operation. No man, how- 
ever attached to the corn restrictions, 
had ventured to say, that the extreme 
provisions of that law could be brought 
into operation in the existing circum- 
stances of the country, without produ- 
cing a high degree of apprehension and 
alarm. Why, then, if this were granted, 
he had every thing that was necessary 
to support his view of the subject ; and 
it was clearly the duty of government 
to oppose tlie prejudices of those who 
objected to the proposed measure, al- 
though it was not necessary to combat 
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their arguments, for no alignments had 
been adduced. If there was a necessity 
for any measure, that measure must be 
either the alteration or the suspen- 
sion of the law. Some raemlmrs had 
spoken for an alteration. He thought 
otherwise. The very existence of any 
reason for preventing the law from now 
coming into full operation, was a rea<*> 
Hon, as it seemed to him, why it would 
now be inconvenient to make any al- 
teration in the law ; and that inconve- 
nience would be principally felt by the 
landed interest. He protested, that 
whatever might be the construction 
put on this measure by the landed in- 
terest, if he were called on to describe 
it, he should say it was a bill for the 
protection of the landed interest. 

The House then divided. For bring- 
ing up the report, 185 — Against it, 58 
^Majority, 127. 

On the question that the resolutions 
be read a second time, 

Mr Baring observed, that it would be 
better, under all the circumstances, to 
go at once to a committee, where the 
whole subject might be considered in 
all its bearings. In order to afibrd an 
opportunity for reconsidering the whole 
subject, he should move as an amend- 
ment, ‘‘ That the resolutions be recom- 
mitted.’' 

Lord Milton seconded the amend- 
ment. 

The House divided, when there ap- 
peared — For the amendment, 51 — 
Against it, 167 — Majority in favour cf 
the resolutions, 116. 

The report was then agreed to, and 
two bills (the Warehoused Corn Bill, 
and the Importation of Corn Bill) 
founded thereon, were then read a first 
time. 4 

In the House of Lords, on May 11, 
the Eai‘1 of Malmesbury, in rising to 
introduce a resolution against any al- 
teration in the Corn Laws At the pre- 
sent moment, assuied their lordships 
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ilinl lie ft*lt at pain and cinbarrass- 
inent in addressing them. It appeared 
from the i' 0 lt.*s of tin* House of Com- 
mons, that there were two measures 
< onneeted with the subject of tlie Corn 
I.aws before that blouse. The neces- 
sity of previously considering the sub- 
ject before the bill came up from tlie 
other House, was obvious ; because no 
alteration could be made in a bill of 
this kind, by that House, without cau- 
sing the measure to fall entirely to the 
ground. Their lordships might recol- 
lect, tliat in March 1825, a right ho- 
nonmble gentleman (Mr Huski^son) 
declared, that although he thought a 
revision of the Corn Laws necessary, it 
was not intended to agitate the subject 
that session : it was understood to be 
postponed to the present session ; hut, 
notwithstanding, two minor questions 
were brought forward at the close of 
last session, both of them bearing on 
the Corn Law^s, and both of tliem invol- 
ving a violation of the principle of those 
laws. Jn the beginning of the present 
siission the noble earl again postponed 
liu» consideration of the question of 
the C'orn Laws, on account of the great 
‘ c*ommerc,ial distress, and the measures 
which it was tliouglit necessary to adopt 
with regard to the «*urrency. About 
ten days ago, wlion the distressi's whicli 
prevailed in the manufacturing districts 
assumed a more alarming character, a 
iiohle marquis (Lansdowne) suggested 
a vote of money to he applied towards 
the r(*li<*f of the distressed* The noble 
earl (1-iverpool) stated that govem- 
mroit bad no intimtioii of granting 
money. They relied, be said, on pri- 
\ate charity and the poor-rates. Now, 
of the poor-rates, it was not stating the 
pro]>onion too high when he said, that 
the landed interest already paid at least 
7-lOths, In addition to this, govern- 
ment propos<‘d the two mi'iisures which 
were now before the other I louse. Of 
these, he (Tftainly saw objections to the 
lirst measure • hiil lie would not occu- 


py their lordships’ time in stating them, 
as he did not mean to oppose it* But 
if their lordships would have the good- 
ness to indulge him so far, he wouhl 
state how inucli foreign corn had — in 
violation, as ^le contended, of the ex- 
isting Corn Laws — been introduced into 
the home market since the 21st of last 
June. uOf bonded corn there were 

433.000 quarters; of Canadian corn, 

95.000 quarters ; and, by the first, of 
these measures, there would he, fuitlier, 

300.000 quarters ; altogether making 

828.000 quarters in eleven months. 
Then, if to that were to be added the 

500.000 quarters to be introduced by 
tlie second measure, they would have 
a quantity of 1 ,328,000 quarters of fo- 
reign corn introduced into the home 
market within one year. Now, the 
annual average importations liad been 
about 450,000 quaiters, including years 
of war as well as peace ; so that this 
year they would have admitted a quan- 
tity greater than the average amount 
of two former years. — Looking at the 
question, with a view to the probabi- 
lity of a scarcity, he <|S>uld first consi- 
der the average prices of past years, 
and then the average price of this year. 
In November, 1815, the price was 50^. ; 
in May, 1816, itwas75.v. ; in Novem- 
ber, 1816, it was 98.V. ; and in May, 
1817, it was 105^. In this year the, 
quarterly averages ran time : — In May, 
1825, it was 60.v,, wliich was 4.5, v. less 
than in 1817. On tho 14th of No- 
vember, two months aft<?r the liarvest, 
in 1825, it was 6Lv. 5r/. ; in the fol- 
lowing February, w^liicb w^as five months 
after the liarv est, it was 60^. 5f/., which 
was less by .5s. than it bad been in two 
months ^ter the harvf'st ; and in May, 
which was eight montlis after the har- 
ve.st, the price was 60cV, 4^/. ; so that it 
w'as now full 5s, less than it had been 
two months after the liarvest. Tliere 
was, ther(?fore, no great probability of 
high prices this ..year. Now. it was 
said that the stock in hand was defi- 
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dent; but that he begged leave to 
deny. With respect to the noble 
oarFs measures, he (Lord Malmesbury) 
must first beg leave to ask one thing — 
what was the cause of the distress ? 
The master*manufactiy:er said it was 
the combinations of the workmen. The 
workman said it was the machinery. 
Old-fashioned people like himself (Lord 
Malmesbury) said it was the free-trade 
principles^ Whatever it was, he be- 
lieved in his conscience that the Corn 
Laws liad nothing to do with it ; and 
that being the case, their lordships 
should prove it to the world. When 
the cry against the Corn Laws was, he 
would not say encouraged, but counte- 
nanced, by the measures proposed by 
government, he thought it incumbent 
on the House to adopt some steps to 
disabuse the public mind on the sub- 
ject. Another reason why he was 
anxious for inquiry arose from rather a 
singular circumstance — namely, an ex- 
pression which dropped from the noble 
earl in introducing these measures— 
the words, famine price.” Now, 
how could that price, which, in 1822, 
w'as fixed by ministers, in four short 
years become a famine price ? He 
must do the noble earl the justice to 
say, that Avhen he used the expression, 
he added, that what might not be a 
fainiii.i price one year, might, owing to 
a change of circumstances, become a 
famine price the next; but the pro- 
posed duty of 12s. was liable to the 
same observations ; for this also might 
in time become a famine duty. If the 
words famine price applied to corn, so 
did they apply to other articles of life, 
which were equally dear. Hats, coats, 
shoes, might be said to cost a famine 
price ; as the noble lord might see, if 
he had time to look into his tailor s or 
his shoemaker s accounts. The same 
observation applied to education, and to 
tea, which had now almost generally 
become a necessary, and which was as 
high as it was in 1822. If, therefore. 


one thing was at a famine price, so was 
every other. Having mentioned edu- 
cation, he would observe that he was 
partial to the education of the lower 
ranks ; he always rejoiced at wliat was 
called the march of intellect, because it 
enabled the people to overcome preju- 
dice. He would now only refer to one 
point — namely, Ireland, which ailbrded 
one of the greatest resouices to this 
country against scarcity. The average 
quantity of corn which had been im- 
ported from Ireland, according to the 
statement of Mr Tooke's book, during 
the first three years after 1806, when 
thS importation duty was taken off 
Irish corn, was 63,000 quarters ; and 
in the last three years down to 1822, 
beyond which the tables did not ex- 
tend, it averaged 484,000 quarters; 
equalling in amount the former import- 
ation of foreign corn. But their lord- 
ships had a document lately laid before 
the House, which put this in a stronger 
point of view. From that it appeai'ed, 
that the quantity of meal, flour, and 
grail), imported from Ireland in 1815, 
was 1,600,000 barrels ; in 1825, it 
increased to 3,700,000 : so that the 
greatest dependence niiglit be placed 
on the supplies of tliat country. — If 
the power of im])orting these 500,000 
quarters of corn could be intrusted to 
any hands, it might be to tliose of the 
noble eai'l. But it ivas too great a 
trust for any hands. What would be 
the effect of this measure upon the 
market for tlie next eight months ? No 
man would buy wheat for what he 
might purchase it for to-day, if lie ex- 
pected that 500,000 additional quarters 
would be brought into the market to- 
morrow, Suppose 200,000 pairs of 
shoes were imported here from Fi ance, 
and placed in the hands of the noble 
earl, to be brought into tlie market 
when he thought fit, it would imme- 
diately produce* an insuri-ectioii amongst 
the shoemakerK of t he mjetropolis. The 
noble earl mijrht sav to them, tlial 
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200,000 paii*s of shoes bore no propor- 
tion to tiie quantity required for this 
great metropolis ; to which, they would 
instantly reply, No ; but .*=-0 long as the 
public expected this additional supply 
to be thrown into the market, they 
would not buy any shoes from them ; 
and thus the uncertainty which the 
anticipation of that supply produced 
destroyed their sale. The noble lord 
concluded by moving a resolution to 
the following effect; — That this 
House, although most anxious to con- 
tribute to the relief of the suffering 
classes of the community, is of opinion 
that it would not be expedient to make 
any alteration in the existing system of 
the Com Laws, with regard to the im- 
portation of foreign com, without in- 
stituting a previous inquiry as to tlie 
necessity of such alteration, and the 
effects which it might produce upon 
the interests of the grower and con- 
sumer of British produce.” 

Earl Bathurst. — His noble friend 
wished the House to make a declaration 
of their sentiments, even before the pro- 
posed measures were brought under 
their consideration. But certainly the 
resolution proposed by his noble friend 
would not declare their sentiments : it 
was a resolution on which no two in- 
dividuals would be agreed as to its 
meaning. What did the noble earl 
mean by the present system of the 
Com Laws ?” In 1815, the law, until 
wheat reached 80s., prohibited the im- 
portation of corn ; at 80s. it was ad- 
mitted free of duty. In 1822, it was 
determined that foreign com should be 
admitted when the market price was 
70s*.; but then it was to be suljject to 
a duty of 17s. for the fii*st three months, 
and of 12s. afterw^ards, until it was at 
BOs., when a proportionate reduction 
was to be allowed, and it was then to 
pay a graduated duty. In addition to 
this, there was a provision that this 
law was not .to come into operation 
until the market price arrived at 80s. ; 


the effect of which was to suspend the 
law until com should rise to 80s. a* 
quarter. Now, then, what was the ex*, 
isting system of the Com Laws ? He 
(Earl Bathurst) said that foreign com 
was to be adnntted when the market 
price arrived at 70s. Now, if that 
were so, according to his noble friend s 
propositipp, that part of the law ought 
to be repealed ; hut, on the other hand, 
those who would say that 80s. ought 
to be the protecting price, were pledged 
against this alteration, unless tliey first 
went into inquiry. His noble friend 
wished the House to’declare against any 
alteration in the Com Laws ; yet he was 
willing to allow the admission of bond- 
ed corn. This was a complete infrac- 
tion of the laws ; but, though he ad- 
mitted this, he was unwilling to go a 
step farther, f.nd admit foreign com 
under any exic;:ency. He (Lord Ba- 
thurst) would ask, had noble lords re- 
fiected what might be the state of the 
country in such a case ? The noble 
earl said that the farm-yards were full 
of corn, if the granaries were not. He 
did not know from what authority the 
noble earl drew his statement, hut he 
(Earl Bathurst) knew that last year 
there had been a very early harvest, 
arid there was the prospect of a very 
late one this year. Let their lord- 
ships, therefore, give ministers .some 
discretionary power to provide against 
an emergency. He should now move 
" That the house do adjourn.” 

The Marquis of Salisbury was will- 
ing to place a proper degiee of confi- 
dence in ministei’s, and he would have 
readily done so in the present instance, 
hut that there was something in the 
manner adopted, 'and the time chosen, 
for bringing forward these two import- 
ant measures, that rendered them ex- 
tremely exceptionable. From an opi- 
nion often expressed by a right hoii. 
gentleman (Mr Huskisson) that the 
Corn Laws should be revised, with a 
view to their being am(‘lioraU'd, if not 
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totally r^jpeaJed, it was generally tiiought 
tliat it was the intention of government 
to abolish the Corn Laws altogether. 
Addetl to this, a belief had gone abroad, 
tliat the Corn Laws had been so long 
kept up, in order to support the landed 
interest. This was an unfounded ca- 
lumny on the land-owners. Whatever 
might be the theoretical objections to 
the,CornLa ws, they had had tbft practical 
merit of securing low prices, and there- 
by contributed most materially to the 
intei*ests and well-being of that very 
class of persons who were led to view 
them as an evil. 

The Eail of Limerick, considering 
as he did that the present measures 
were likely to be injurious to the 
country, was obliged to withhold bis 
concurrence. It was argued against 
inquiring into the cause of the distress, 
that it would occupy too much time. 
Why, tills was but the beginning of 
May, and their lordfliips' time could 
not be better occupied tnan by endea- 
vouring to prevent a famine. Could 
there be any apprehension of a famine 
price while the average was 5Ss. 6d, 
with a falling market, and the certainty 
of 300,000 quarters being brouglit into 
consumption ? There was a very great 
stock of com in Ireland ; and if mini- 
sters persisted in their measures, that 
corn would go to a bad market, and 
the consequences would be ruinous to 
the landed interest of that country. 

The Earl of Rosebery. — If the pro- 
position of ministers bad been confined 
to the letting out tlie bonded corn, 
they should have bad bis support ; not 
wiUi a view to relief, because he sbouhl 
have been aware that the measure 
could not have alleviated the distress ; 
but in order to show the distressed ma- 
nufecturers that Parliament wjis will- 
ing to do all in its power to assist them. 
With regard to the introducing 500,000 
quarters of corn, at the discretion of 
government, he thought it a measure 
l)regimnt with ( vll ; and In' thought 


that tlune was as much luisciiicd iu 
asking for, as iu exercising, that power. 
The Earl <*f Aberdeen. — Notwith- 
standing all the sneers and jests which 
he had heard directed against the laud- 
ed interest, both in and out of tiiat 
House, he was still of opinion tliat on 
that interest was founded the constitu- 
tional government of the country ; but 
he thought that no friend of the land- 
holders who impartially considered the 
subject could think that these measures 
would injuriously affect their interests • 
It was rather singular, too, that those 
noble lords who were loudest in cou- 
deittning ministers for agitating tlic^ 
subject at all, were the first to propose 
a full inquiry into the whole system of 
the Corn Laws. Some noble lords were 
disposed to consent to the admission of 
bonded com, but objected to the dis- 
cretionary power. Inhere, again, was 
an inconsistency; they ron.sente<l 1o 
the direct interference with the (Jorn 
Laws, and objected to that which was 
only contingent ; for it was possible* 
that the power which ministers de- 
manded, might never be called into ex- 
ercise. It would he wise on the ))ari 
of the landholders not to put forth a 
strong opposition to these measures. 
They were hound to make some sacri- 
fice, if it were only to the ])r(»ju(lu‘es 
of that large class wlio w(.*n.‘ looking 
forward with anxiety to the decision of 
this question. 

Lord Ellenhorougli observed, that 
tlie resolution had been complained of 
as ambiguous. To him the motion jip- 
jieared to he one of the simplest tliat 
had evei- been submitted to the House. 
Ministers had '^stated that there was 
great reason to apprehend a famine. 
He was astonished that persons having 
experience, should set up a cry of fa- 
mine, which was just as dangerous as 
the cry of fire in a crowded tlieatr<*. 
If he looked at the average prices for 
the last two years, or at the increasing 
produce of Ireland, he sirw no jrf nund 
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for apprehending an unusual scarcity. 
He begged their lordships to recollect 
that what was innovation one year be- 
came precedent next year, and rule the 
next. If the present measure should 
be agreed to, the result w’^ould be, that 
we must always admit bond(*d corn. 
He thought the landed interest de- 
served every encouragement consistent 
with the general interest of the coun- 
try. He objected to an extensive fo- 
reign trade in corn — he desired never 
to see our granaries placed in the hands 
of those who were jealous of our na- 
tional greatness. 

Earl Grosvenor was of opinion fiiat 
the proposed limitation as to quantity 
was ohjectionahle, because if a scarcity 
arose, or any necessity for the exertion 
of the power, the limitation would de- 
stroy the benefit expected from the 
measure. As to ministers, so fai- from 
deserving confidence, their conduct 
would afford abundant reason for with- 
drawing it. 

The Earl of Damley regretted the 
manner in which this subject had been 
hrouglit forward ; but much as he re- 
probated the principle of the measure, 
yet with the possibility of com reach- 
ing a famine price, and the chance of a 
starving population, lie could not bring 
liis mind to reject the proposition of 
ministers. 

Lord King did not wish to detract 
from the merit of the noble lords oppo- 
site ; he believed the members of his 
Majesty’s cabinet were possessed of 
great experience, and understood pretty 
well the nature and constitution of no- 
ble lords. Tlie noble i^arl (Malmes- 
bury) wished for an inquiry ; hut an 
inquiry would last for a year. Tiie 
House knew enough of inquiries from 
one which had taken place elsewhere. 
And who were the persona who stood 
up for inquiry?—- the friends of the 
Corn I.aws. He flionght that after tlie 
<.;hange8 whii li had tulni place during 
eleven years— afUi the experienre we 


had gained in that space of time— after 
the alteration in the cun’eftcy, and 
other material changiis, it was mere 
drivelling to say that the Com I^aws 
required no change. The freedom of 
the com tradev was necessary to tln^ 
prosperity of our manufactures. Every 
quarter of corn imported from abroad 
purchased British manufactures of equal 
value. Unless foreign corn was ad- 
mitted into this country, our own 
commodities could not be purchased 
by foreigners. No steady system of 
prices could he hoped for until the 
scheme of our Cora I^aws was altered, 
and our prices of grain assimilated 
more nearly to those of the continent. 

The Earl of Caernarvon considere<l 
the whole policy of ministers upon the 
present question to have been vacilla- 
ting and unintelligible. For the ‘‘ pos- 
sibility” of failing crops, to which they 
adverted, when was it that such “ j)os- 
sihility” would n^ bo capable of being 
made an argument ? The true secret of 
the change in ministers’ opinions — and 
they might as well speak openly and 
say so — was the partial tumults whicli 
had taken place in the country. It was 
said by some that if this measure would 
not relieve the manufacturers, it would 
conciliate them. He desired to pur- 
chase no such popularity. If the mea- 
sure now proposed was carried, the ef- 
fect would be to throw the whole coun- 
try into confusion. 

Lord Dudley and Ward said, that 
if he were governed by the dislike whi<*li 
he felt to the Corn Laws, he should 
certainly oppose the measure brought 
forward by ministers ; liecause he was 
sure that it was only by the aid of oc- 
casional alterations that those laws 
could possibly continue. It would hi* 
well for noble lords, however, to con- 
sider in what condition govirninent 
would he left by a refusal of the jmvver 
which it now d(‘rnanded. It would he 
a very diflerenl state of (hiiigs, the not 
luiNing |>iovided sncli a power, and tlie 
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having ask<^(l for it and been refused^ 
Suppose the most nerious scarcity, ami 
rou8<^((tient distress, to arise ? Fie ho- 
ped, that should such pressure arise, iiii> 
nisters would spurn all bamers, and 
do, at all hazards, that which seemed 
to them to be for the acfvantage of tlie 
country. 

The Earl of Liverpool. — He had, 
early in the present session, sfated with 
l^eriect good faith, that he thought the 
present perioil unlit to go into the ques- 
tion of the Corn Laws ; that opinion 
he still euteitained ; and it was chiefly 
on tlmt account that he objected to the 
present motion, because, if it should he 
carried, it would he absolutely neces- 
sary to go into the question. Nohle 
lords asked, where was the necessity 
for these propositions ? Ulie necessity 
was to h(? found in the condition of 
the counlry ; the tirm?, the <*jrcnnistau- 
ces, th(^ aspect of tfie harvest. He 
must admit that tlie distress in the ma- 
nufacturing districts had increased until 
it had arrived at an almost unprece- 
ilented height, and assumed so serious 
an a])peiu'aiice, that it became at last 
imperatively incumbent on the govern- 
ment to secj if some specific remedy 
could not be devised for its alleviation. 
Now lie by no means thought the liigh 
price of corn was the origin of the pre- 
sent distress. But at the same time it 
would be absurd to say tliat the high 
price of provisions was no addition, to 
the evil. Every one who had examined 
this matter must have ascei-tained that 
this country grew scarcely sufficient corn 
for its own consumption. We were not 
without sad experience on this subject. 
If the accounts of the various liarvests 
for a period of 32 years, commencing 
in 1791, and ending in 1822, were ex- 
amined, it would he found that tliere 
had been eleven defective harvests. 
There was no trusting to first appear- 
ances or fair prospects in this matter. 
He himself recollected an instance. In 
June 1810, there was every prospect 


of a most abundant harvest, when one 
single day entirely destroyed this pros- 
pect, and caused an excessive scarcity ; 
HO that the price of corn rose from 
to lOOx. and llOx. per quarter, li 
such a calamity were to occur, in the 
existing state of the country, what ter- 
rible consequences might be appre- 
hended I But, it would he said, this evil 
might not happen ; and why should 
this power be required now more than 
in any other year? He would maktt 
no scruple in saying that he did con- 
sider it a defect, and a very great one, 
in the present system, that it shouhi 
require such a power to he lodged any- 
where at any time, in order to correct 
the evils which might otherwise ai'ise 
from “it; but lie conceived this power 
was peculiarly called for at present un- 
der the existing circumstances. — It had 
been urged against this measure, that 
people wanted work, not bread ; y(?^, 
they did want work, but they want(*(l 
wages too. Di<l noble lords recoliiM t 
that those who in other times earned 
eighteen or twenty shilliugs a-week, 
could now scarcely obtain, witli tlie 
most indefatigable exertion, six or se- 
ven shillings? When he asked for a 
power which it was unusual for thai, 
House to give, as it was irksome foi 
the government to receive, he was ask- 
ed, if we grant you this power, wJiat 
security have we that you will not 
wantonly use it to the iiijury of the 
landed proprietors ? The question was 
not to be tried by the confidence which 
they would repose in one administra- 
tion or another ; for they must repose, 
under sucli circumstance's, the same 
confidence in wliat they might eoiisidc'r 
the very best as well as the very worst 
of administrations. They were not, he 
repeated, to try the question of confi- 
dence by the character of the ministry, 
hut by what tliey considered to be most 
conducive to the interests of iht* coun- 
try. A nohle lord (lillenhorough) hud 
insinuated a suspicion <hat these were 
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not hits (Lord Livcr|)oor8) measures. 
Now, he begged to say, most distinctly, 
that if any man was more culpable tliaii 
another, with regard to bringing for- 
ward these propositions, he was that 
man ; and he was ready to claim his 
full share of all the odium which miglit 
attach to them. Before he concluded, 
he wished to answer an observation of 
a noble earl, who had accused minis- 
ters of bargaining away the trade of 
the country, for the purpose of carrying 
into execution some visionary and theo- 
retical views upon the subject of trade. 
Now, in the negotiations with the dif- 
ferent powers who had felt it their cn- 
terest to accept the benefits of a sys- 
tem of reciprocity, and among others 
with Prussia, the country most feared 
by the agricultural interests, there un- 
doubtedly had been, very naturally, a 
wish to enter into a bargain for the ad- 
mission of com ; but so far from mi- 
nisters sanctioning any such proposal, 
lie would read to their lordships an 
extract from an answer of government 
to that proposition. The extract was 
this — “ The tendency of the proposi- 
tion now submitted to the undersigned 
is of such a nature, that he feels con- 
vinced the government of bis Britannic 
Majesty never could entertain it for a 
moment. Any proposal for altering 
the Com Laws of the country — laws so 
closely connected with the welfare of 
all the other branches of our commerce 
and manufactures, must be decided by 
circumstances arising within the Bri- 
tish dominions, under authority and 
with tlie consent of those immediately 
interested in them.” 

The Marquis of Lansdowne said, that 
either the noble earl intended by these 
regulations to effect an indirect, though 
nominally a temporary, alteration in the 
Corn Laws; or there existed apprehen- 
sions in the mind of the noble earl, the 
grounds of which he had not stated 
fiully to the House. He thought, how- 
ever, that it would be much better that 


ministers should act on their own re- 
sponsibility, in case the anticipated em- 
ergency should occur, than that they 
should call on the House to legislate 
on this subject in the dai*k, without 
being made acc^uainted with the circum- 
stances which rendered it necessary. 
TJiere might he a system had in itselfv 
but he could tell them one wliich was 
much wofse, and that was an unsettled 
system — vaiying with accidental cinw 
cumstances, adopting the views of one 
party to-day, and of another to-morrow 
— altering all ideas of expenditure and 
outlay of capita], and unhinging and 
overturning all the plans and specula- 
tions of private life and public com- 
merce. When the noble earl attempted 
to point out to them the consequ<?nce8 
of a famine in the country, and the ne- 
cessity of guarding against such a fright- 
ful evil, did he think that they had li- 
ved, or were about to live, without a 
government in tlie country ? He would 
say that no man deserved to he intrust- 
ed with power, wdio would not, on the 
slightest appearance of the approach of 
a famine, he pre.‘pared to avert its con- 
sequences, by taking all the responsi- 
bility of the most energetic measures. 
The transactions of the year 176G had 
been misstated in a moat extraordinary 
manner. What was the blame really 
imputed to Lord Chatham and Lord 
Camden at that time ? It was not that 
they had no claim to indemnity, but 
that they claimed a dispensing power, 
and refused to acknowledge that they 
Jiad exceeded the just hounds of their 
authority. TJie great men of that day 
thought that recourse ought to liave 
been had to the constitutional advice of 
Pai'liarnent ; the answei* was then tliat 
there was not time, hut how little could 
it apply now ? Then Pai'liainent could 
not be called together in less tlian 40 
days, and now, by the alteration of the 
law, it could be brought together even 
in 14 days. The noble earl had talked 
of the powssibility of a rise to 12Q«. ami 
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even to 130$.; bnt could it be imagined 
that such an alteration could t'lke place 
in pric(*8 before Parliament might l>e 
brought together? or would it not be 
more reconcilable to policy and to pre- 
cedent, to leave the govewiment to pro- 
vide for such an emergency in the or- 
dinary method, than to determine to 
take a course upon an uncertain con- 
tingency, whicli operated most preju- 
dicially upon the whole of the agi'icul- 
tui*al interests ? 

The Plouse then divided, when the 
numbers were— For the motion, Con- 
tents, (proxies 18) 67 — Non-contents, 
(proxies 70) 166 — Majority against 
tlie motion, 99. ^ 

The same day, in the House of Com- 
mons, on the question that the Impor- 
tation of Com Bill be read a second 
time, 

8ir T. Lethbridge said, that he must 
continue to oppose the bilk 

Sir W. Wynn said, that considering 
this merely as a temporary measure, he 
would vote for the second reading ; but 
he would reserve himself as to the de- 
tails of the measure, until the bill should 
be in the committee. 

Colonel Wood, thinking that the ge- 
neral question would lose much in tlie 
opinion of the countiy by frequent divi- 
sions on tliis hill, would vote for the se- 
cond reading. He would, however, pro- 
pose in the committee, that foreign corn 
should be imported, with a duty of 65$. 

Mr Bankes said, that notwithstand- 
ing the alterations that had been made 
in the measure, he still thought it ex- 
tremely objectionable. This was no fit 
moment for the agitation of the Com 
Laws. What, he would ask, had occur- 
red since the 18th of April, when the 
House decided not to agitate that ques- 
tion ? 

Probitas laudatur, et alget,” 

was an observation of some antiquity, 
and had been verified in the present 


instance. Whilst the people were quiet, 
iio aid bad been administered to their 
distress ; but as soon as they gi*ew riot- 
ous, measures were devised for their 
relief. He should therefore move that 
the bill be read a second time “ this 
day month.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, that the honourable member had 
talked of these measures liaving been 
adopted by ministers through fear. He 
had admired the patience with which 
the distressed manufacturers had endu- 
red then* sufferings ; and when it was 
foun^i that they had been driven to com- 
mit some outrages from the excess ot 
those sufferings — for it was excess of 
suffering, and not political disallection, 
which had led them astray — it would 
have l>eeii the extremity of fear on the 
part of the government if it had abstain- 
ed from proposing any plan of relief tor 
those sufferings, merely because some 
individuals had been driven by their 
distress from that forbearance which it 
was the duty of all men to show to the 
property of others. 

Lord Clifton hoped this measure 
would be merely temporary, but con- 
fessed that he felt hilliself bound, in the 
choice of evils which were before him, 
to vote with ministers. 

Mr Bennett declared the cause of the 
existing distress to be the recent tam- 
pering with the cuH'ency, and not the 
Com Laws. The relief which this mea- 
sure professed to give to the manufac- 
turers would be quite inefficient, if it 
were not attended by a paper cun*ency. 

Lord Milton observed, that they who 
supposed that this measure could get 
through the House without bringing on 
a discussion of tbft Corn Laws, would 
find themselves mistaken. With respect 
to the measure before the House, he did 
not tliink that it would he of any effect ; 
neither did he suppose that ministers 
thought that it would be of any effe<‘t, 
except in preventing an aggravation 
of the existing distn^ss. In whatever 
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view thm question was taken, it resolved 
itself at la^t into the amount of tlie bur- 
dens which the different classes of the 
community bore. Now he maintained 
that the landed gentlemen formed that 
class of the community which had the 
least cause to complain of these burdens. 
(Cries of No.) He said “ yes ;* for who 
tvere the chief cause, who the great in- 
stigators, who the main supporters of 
the late war, which had imposed such 
a weight of taxation on the nation, but 
the country gentlemen ? He should not 
he put down by cries of “ no, no.” He 
said ‘‘ aye, aye,” and he defied hopour- 
able members to prove that he was in- 
coiTect. The country gentlemen were 
the cause, the instigators, and the pro- 
moters of the^ late war. He did not say 
that in so doing they had acted wi’ong- 
ly — he knew that members of his own 
family had supported it as strongly as 
any persons ; hut he repeated that it 
was the couiitiy gentlemen, who had 
pledged tlieinsclves to expend life and 
fortune in support of that war^ What 
was the case now ? W hen the fortune 
became really affected — lie said nothing 
of the life — by the diminution of two 
shillings or even dike shilling in the rent 
of the { r<?, they declared that they had 
already paid for the war in the shape of 
direct taxes, and ought not to suffer 
any further diminution of their income. 
Now he could show that the Coni Laws, 
which were the creature of tlie tvar, 
added lOs. to the price of every quarter 
of wheat gi‘own in this country ; and as 
the consumption of the country amount- 
ed to r4, 000, 000 or 15,000,000 an- 
nually, they inflicted an annual tax of 
7,000,000/. on the people of England, 
for the benefit of th<? landowners alone. 
Let the landowners controvert that po- 
sition it they could ; and when they 
could, then, but not till then, they might 
say, that they had expended their for-^ 
tunes in support of the war. The plain 
fact was, and it was impossible to dis- 
guise it, that they had raised tlicir for- 


tunes, instead of having spent them in 
the war, and they now emleavoured by 
the operation of the Cora Laws to keep 
up the high rents which they had con- 
trived to get during that period. 

Mr Peel regi*etted that the noble lord 
had made a speech, which, with what- 
ever good-humour it might have been 
deliverei}, was calculated to interrupt 
the temperate course in which tlie de- 
bate had hitherto proceeded. The no- 
ble lord Iiad said that the country gen- 
tlemen were opposed to the reduction 
of rents ; as if they were at this mo-» 
meat in possession of high rents; where- 
as it was a notorious fact, that rents at 
this moment were not high, and that it 
was not more tlian three years since the 
agricultural interest was involved in the 
severest distress. During the whole of 
the time since, corn had never horiu^ an 
exorbitant price, and tbe landlords were 
now only beginning to recover from tbe 
great depression mider which they suf-r 
fered in 

Mr H. Sumjicr contended, in oppo- 
sition to the noble lord, (Milton,) that 
there was not a single member in that 
house whose rents were not at this mo- 
ment 30 per cent lower than they were 
during the war. There were no gen- 
tlemen who bad a more national ciia^ 
racter than the landlords, or who more 
deeply sympathized with tlie distiesses 
of the community. 

Mr Wharton felt hound, as a coun- 
try gentleman, to observe, that he had 
opposed the late war from the outset-*- 
that be had supported every motion for 
terminating it, and that, whatever the 
consequences of that war might be, lie 
held himself innocent of them. 

The House then divided. — For the 
second reading, 189 — Against it, f>5 
— Majority in favour of the second 
reading, 124. 

On May 12, the House having re- 
solved itsidf into^ a committee on the 
Importation of Corn Bill, some 



CllAl*. /).] 


IIISTOilY. 


203 


portant tliscnssion took place, after 
wliich the order of the day was read, 
that the House resolve itself into a 
e-ommittce on the Warehoused Corn 
Bill. 

On the question that* the’" Speaker 
do leave the chair, 

Mr Bennett moved that the House 
resolve itself into a committee^ on the 
3d Geo. IV. c. 1)0, for the purpose of 
raising the duty from 125. to 175. per 
quarter on warehoused corn. He con- 
tended that the difference between the 
two rates of duty, which would amount 
to 75,000/., would all go into the 
pfjckets of gambling speculators, if 
some suTth measure were not adopted. 

Mr Port man seconded the motion, 
which, after some remarks hf Mr 
Huskisson and others, was negatived, 
iind the House went into a committee. 

Mr Stanley proposed an amend- 
ment. — '‘That on a certificate by three 
members of a local committee, stating 
that bonded corn, with a specification 
of the quantity, had been distributed 
for the relief of persons in the distress- 
ed districts, the lords of the treasury 
be empowered to remit the M hole of 
the duty thereon ; the duty to be ap- 
plied to" the relief of those districts, 
where it might be wanted.'* 

Mr Stanley afterwards wu’thdrew his 
clause. 

The report was ordered to be 
brought up on the 17th. 

On that day, upon the order of the 
day for bringing up the rejmrt on the 
Importation of Corn Bill lieing i*cad. 
Sir T. Lethbridge said, he did not 
rise for the purjiose of offering any 
further opposition to the measure, 
which would be both useless and vex- 
atious. But he took this o})])ortunity 
of calling for a ])ledge from govern- 
ment, tliat nothing which had been 
done respecting this measure, should 
1 mi consitlercd as jiledgiiig either this 
oratin' other House towards suppewt- 
ioguiiypropf^silioii respecting fin* Corn 


Laws; a question, he understood, wliich 
was to be fully adjusted in the next 
session of parliament. He did this in 
spite of all the intimidations he had 
received from quarters which he de- 
spised from the very bottom of his 
heart, and which intimidations he 
knew had been sent to him in order td 
stop the honest expression of his opi- 
nions, which he had presumed to utter 
in the full discharge of the duty which 
he owed the country at large. No de- 
gree of intimidation, however gross, 
personal, or dangerous it might be, 
could, ever deter bim from the dis- 
charge of bis conscientious duty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said, be could have no sort of hesita- 
tion in declaring, that it would be the 
shabbiest conduct which any govern- 
ment had ever pursued, if they depart- 
ed one single iota from the pledge, 
which he would now repeat, that no- 
thing which had taken place ought or 
could be taken to prejudge the deci- 
sion of the House as to the main ques- 
tion of the Corn Laws. 

The report was then brought up, 
and the bill was ordered to be read a 
third time to-morrow, (when it pass- 
ed). 

The order of the day was tlicn moved 
for bringing up the Warehoused Cora 
Bill. 

Sir R. Heron observed, it was ex- 
traordinary that the country should be 
deprived of the bonus which was to go 
into the pockets of the holders of bond- 
ed corn, and which ought to be applied 
to the distresses of the people. It 
could not escape observation, that the 
greater portion of this benefit was to 
go to the people of Liverpool. 

Mr Huskisson said, that if he were 
to act according to the spirit evinced 
by the honourable baronet, be should 
say that his two speeches would al- 
most justify a suspicion that he was 
about to stand for some grc^jit agricul- 
tural county. With respect to the 
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statement uf tlie honourable Uironet, 
he c^uld only there was a larger 
portion of tiiis corn in the port of 
London than in Livcrjwol ; and all tlio 
property of the honourable baronet 
would not cover the losses which tluvse 
parties would suffer, even with the 
duty of 12^. 

After a few words from 3Vir J. Ben- 
nett, the report was received, the re- 
solutiods agreed to, and the bill or- 
dered to be read a third time to-mor- 
row, (when it passed). 

In the House of Lords, on May 23, 
the Earl of Liverpool rose to move the 
second reading of the Importation of 
Corn and Warehoused Corn bill, which 
he prefaced by a few observations. 

The Earl of Malmesbury said, that 
his objections to the second bill re- 
mained wholly unsbaiten. 

TJie Lord Cbauccllor said, that he 
should think that the ministry were 
committing one of the greatest {>ossi- 
hle offences against the state if they 
were to, propose measures calculated to 
injure tlie lauded interest ; for he was 
most fully persuaded that every other 
interest in the country was so inter- 
woven with this, that all classes of the 
community would be sufferers by any 
neglect on tlie part of the government 
to protect the agriculturists with the 
most fostering care ; Iwit he did not 
see that the present measures were 
likely in any way materially to affect 
the landed interest. With respect to 
the measure for letting out the bond- 
ed corn> he could see no objection to 
it ; indeed, if corn were to advance to 
a certain price, the bonded corn 
would he brought.out under the exist- 
ing law. On the other bill more might 
be said. No one could bo more averse 
than lie was to the exercise of acts of 
power against the Jaw, but under cer- 
tain cii^Cumstanccs, the exercise of 
such a power miglit be rendered ne- 
ccsstiiy; ‘where ministers, however. 


could fo 4 *esee that such circumstances, 
were likely to occur, generally s|>cak- 
ing, it would be tlioir duty to provide 
against the emergency, by applying 
parliament for flu? power of meeting 
theui, wlien«»they sliould occur. But 
th!> rule must be received with some 
qualification, for if the applying for 
this po^^'er, which he would term ah in- 
demnity in advance^ were likely to be 
more mischievous than the acting with- 
out it, no doubt it would be the duty 
of government to pursue the latter 
course, and come to [larli ament for au 
indemnity aftel*wards — for a tyranny 
in this country, whether for forty days 
(as Lord Camden had called the exer- 
cise of the prerogative in or one 

minute, could never be endured. 

Lord Grey said, that the learned 
lord had styled this an indemnity in 
advance. But M^here was the necessity 
in tlie present tase? — when did it 
arise On the 18th of April last, al- 
tliougli ministers tlien stated that the 
country was in a state of great dis- 
tress, they also expressly declared that 
any proposition which would material- 
ly tend to diminish the price of corn, 
would considerably aggravate the dis- 
tress. Now when government declared 
tliat they saw no means of alleviating 
the distress but by adopting measures 
for the reduction of the price of corn, 
what was this but hofding forth an idea, 
that tlie Corn Laws were the cause 
of the calamities ? Could it be possi- 
ble, after this, that a cool and unpre-? 
judiced consideration of that great 
question could be entered upon ? The 
landlords were held up, by these mea- 
sures, as selfisli and opjiressive persons, 
who prevented the poor from having 
that relief which the reiieal of the Con.i 
Laws alone could give. I le (Lord Grey) 
had no wish to make professions, re- 
specting his sense of public duty ; but 
for his own part he disclaimed any 
sordid or ungenerous siintinients in 
defending himself and Ins interests 
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from those who atlacko<l them. He 
would appeal to his whole life whether 
he had suffered views of personal in- 
terest to bias him ? But he would not 
deny that he felt a natural anxiety to 
preserve that property to his family 
which had been handed down to him 
from a long line of ancestors. What- 
ever might be the odium attached to 
opposing the present measure, he was 
prepared to encounter it. If he thought 
it likely to produce even any tempera- 
•y relief, he would assent to it ; but he 
was convinced the measure was illu- 
sory as regarded the present, and 
touJd be mischievous with reference 
:n the future. Even in the course of 
‘ he recent discussions, the justification 
of the measure had shifted its ground 
most peculiarly. First, parliament had 
been told of probable evils, — of cold 
W’inds, bleak nights, and the strong 
prospect of a late harvest in the pre- 
sent year,: now the excuse dwindled 
down to an allegation of merely possi- 
ble dangers, dangers which were no 
more likely to befall us in this year 
than in the next, or in auy of the 
20 years next to come. He gathered 
from the best authorities, that there 
was not only every prospect of a full, 
but of an early harvest. With respect 
to the stock of corn on hand, his in- 
formation was directly in the teeth of 
the statements which had been made 
by ministers. With such facts before 
him, he was bound to say that minis- 
ters had made out no case ; and the 
mischief which the proposed measure 
would do was enormous. Ministers 
^'ad been latterly engaged in making 
many alterations in our commercial 
system, in order to increase our means 
of prosperity. He confessed, that as 
far as his judgment wenf, the more he 
saw of the new principles, the less he 
liked them. He would not attempt to 
dispute the pretensions of the teachers 
of political economy; because, in all 
ln!!ui]ity> it l)ecanie litm to acknow- 
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ledge that their d(K!trines were in ina* 
ny instances quite almve his coin])re^ 
hension. Their theories imleed were so 
perfect, that no sufficient objection 
could be stated to tliem in argument ; 
but it generally happened that some lit- 
tle circumstance or other occurred in 
practice which overturned all theoreti- 
cal calculation, and ended by producing 
some great national calamity. He was 
not averse to a revision of the Corn 
Laws, though he distinctly denied that 
the laws, as they stood, had done any^. 
thing to prejudice the country ; — but 
be opposed, beyond any course, that 
uncertainty which the present measuiti 
would introduce — that constant liabi- 
lity to change, which \voiihl leave 
every man in doubt and anxiety as to 
his daily transactions. 

The Earl of H:ttTow!)y observed, 
that it had been asked when it was 
that the new lights upon which they 
were acting had broken upon minis- 
ters ? That was a question which, 
from the nature of it, it was impossi- 
ble to answer. There were circum- 
stances in the present state of the 
country which induced ministers not 
to stand in the way of allowing the 
supply of bonded corn, but it did not 
therefore follow that at all times foreign 
corn should be admitted when the 
price was 6 ’Oa’. For the same reason, 
they had acquiesced in allowing corn, 
to a certain extent, to be imported at 
a duty of 17.?. They allowed this at 
the present moment ; but they were 
not prejudging the price, prospective- 
ly, at which corn might hereafter be 
admitted. 

The Earl of Lauderdale. — Before he 
proceeded to investigate the subject, 
he requested that the two first para- 
graphs of his majesty's speech on the 
3d of Feb. 1825, should be read. 

[[The paragraphs were read as fol- 
lows :[] 

We are commanded by his Majes- 
ty to express to you the gnatification 
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wliich hid Majesty derives iroiu the 
a)utiuuauec and progressive increase 
of that public prosperity upon which 
Jus Majesty congratulated you at the 
jipening of the last session of parlia- 
ment. 

There never was a period in the 
history of this country when all the 
great interests of the nation were at 
the same time in so thriving a condi- 
tion, or when a feeling of content and 
satisfaction was more widely diffused 
through all classes of the British peo- 
ple/' 

Here there was a most flattering 
picture of the prosperity of the coun- 
try ; and yet wheat was actually (w. 
4fd, a-quarter dearer then than it was 
now, when the measure before the 
House was proposed. Now, he must 
distinctly object — ^not, perhaps, to the 
first measure — which came with a good 
grace— and he never did object to any 
^measure that seemed likely, however 
-remotely, to benefit the people ; but he 
did object to the two measures combi- 
ned ; and farther, lie must object to 
the language used by the noble earl 
(Liverpool) in giving up the principle 
on which the Corn Laws of this coun- 
try stood. The noble earl declared that 
this was a measure of relief. Surely 
it was not a measure of relief for the 
manufacturers ; because, when they 
had no money, they could not purchase 
corn. No ; it became a measure of re- 
lief, it appeared, for the cliaritahlc 
subscribers, because it would make 
their money go a little farther. \\'hat 
was the price of wheat in November 
last t It was lOcV, per quarter dearer 
than now. At tliat tune, too, ten 
months must intervene before the har- 
vest could be brought to market; 
whereas, at the present moment, the 
.-harvest was but three months distant* 
Those, it should be recollected, M'ere 
summer months, when it was more 
easy to subsist than during the w inter 
anfi sprujg. At this time la.st year 


wheat was Hx. dearer than it was when 
the noble earl proposed this bill ; but 
in neither instance did he think it ne- 
cessary to ask Parliament to pass such 
measures as these. In his opinion, 
whatever injght be said to the contra- 
ry, the line of policy adopted by mi- 
nisters would have the effect of setting 
the manufacturers against the agricul- 
tural interest, and would prevent, for 
years to come, a temperate discussion 
of that great subject. What possible 
reason could the noble earl advance, to 
show that the present was not as fit a 
moment for inquiry as any other ? The 
noble earl, it seemed, had found out 
that Great Britain could not rely on 
its own agricultural industry for corn. 
Now he must declare, that this was 
one of the most dangerous doctrines 
that could be laid down. All the evi- 
dence went to prove that Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland could, on all ordina- 
ry oc,(‘asions, grow sutticient corn for 
their own f>eo])le. 'J'he most mischie- 
vous principle that could be adopted 
by this country was, to rely on foreign- 
ers for a supply of grain. If it were 
true, that when the crop was small in 
one part of Europe, it was sure to be 
great in another, then there would be 
seme certainty about the matter. But 
the fact was not so. If they looked to 
the corn-trade throughout Europe, 
they would find tliat, when there was 
a bad season here, there u^as also a bad 
season on the continent, especially in 
the nortli of Europe, whence the great 
supply was to come. Therefore they 
would be inundated with corn in a 
year of plenty, but in a year of scarci- 
ty they would not be able to procure 
the requisite sujqily. The law of na- 
ture was opposed to such a system ; 
but, independent of that, it w'ould be 
affected by municipal laws. If they 
examined the law of Eraiice, the law 
of Sweden, and the law of other coun- 
tries, on this subject, they would find 
that provisifoi’ was made to pr(‘\ont 
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corn from being exported when it tt as 
at a certain price. It was not the 
cause of the landholders, but of the 
consumers, that he now advocated. It 
would be found in the history of this 
country, that by an eflicacious law, 
passed in 16*70, in the reign of Charles 
1 1., before foreign corn could be ad- 
mitted, the price in the market here 
must have risen to 50.y., which, with 
a duty of ILv,, brought the importing 
price to SL Ia*. Looking to the value 
of money at that day, that sum was 
equal to 8/. 4.y. at the present time. 
During the first thirty years after 
the passing of that act, they had wheat 
at \L 19 a *. per quarter. That system 
was continued down to 1765 ; and du- 
ring the last thirty years of that pe- 
riod wlieat was at 1/. 14.?., showing, 
that during the whole of that period, 
a low, and irnlced a declining price, 
under those restrictive regulations, 
w^as constantly maintained. It was 
also a curious circumstance that, du- 
ring the whole of the period he had 
mentioned, the highest price was 
never more than two-thinls of that to 
wdiich it rose wdien the system was 
changed to that of a free trade. At 
tin* period he had mentioned, a really 
iVee trade was allowed ; and, at the 
end of eight years, the average price 
of grain was found to have been 2/. 
IOa*. }0(l, a-quarter, being 1 5s, lid. 
higher than it had been for the long 
])eriod under the formidable protec- 
tion that had been granted in the time 
of Charles II. In 1774 another law 
was passed, fixing the importation 
brice at 50^.; and again, in 1791*8- 
law was enacted, admitting the im- 

i )ortation of foreign grain at 2/. 8^. 
f they looked to the average of wheat, 
from the time when the act of Charles 
w^as given, up to the end of the year 
179L whtin the act of 1774 was" re- 
pealed, they w^ould find the general 
Hverage to be 8/. 2s, a-quarter, and 
during a considerable ])ortion of that 


time this was actually an exporting 
country. In 1792, a new act was 
made, which continued till 1804, by 
which wheat was admitted to be im- 
ported when it had reached the price 
of 2/. 9‘t* 8t a duty of 2s. 6d. Under 
that protection wheat rose to 31 , 1 4a. 
6d. After 1804, another scale of pro- 
tection was adopted. It was then 
thought proper to go back to tlie pro- 
tection of Charles 1 1., and the average 
was struck at 5/. 4 a. ; being consider-* 
ably greater than that recently im- 
posed. What was wanted w'as equa- 
lity tof price. The noble earl then 
|)rocecded to contend, that the landed 
interest were subjected to ]»eculiar 
burdens to a great extent. The land 
tax, Ccalled 4a. the ])ound, in fact, 
amounted to about 10 per cent on 
the value of the rcjit. The poor-rates 
and tithes taken together araounte4^ 
to about ,33 per cent on tlic value of 
the rent. 7’his was not all ; the 
lan^ded interest were obliged to furnish 
the means of forming roads, bridges, 
&c. and to indemnify the owners of 
property for all losses occasioned by 
the riotous proceedings of distressed 
manufacturers. 

Tbe Earl of Liverpool would tell 
the noble lord it w as well known that 
when the measures were first pro})08ed 
in the other House, they were liailed 
universally as well by tliosc who sup- 
ported the agricultural interest as by 
those wdio supported the manufactu- 
ring interest. The noble carl was not 
correct in stating that previously to 
1765 there were no great flifctuations 
in the price of grain. It^ the begin- 
ning of the last century (1706), wheat 
was 23a. per qtfarter; in 17O8 it was 
S6a.; in 1709 it was 69a. Thirty 
years afterwards, in 1740, wdieat w^as 
48a.; in 1741 it was 41a.; in 1742 it 
was 28a.; and in 1743 it was only 
22a, He did not state this as an ar- 
gument for one system or the other, 
but inerelv to show that there had 
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always been great fluctuations in the 
price of corn. The Com Laws, he re- 
were not the cause of the dia. 
tress; but the distress being in ex- 
istence, it itiust be of material advan- 
tage to lower the price of the principal 
article of food. 

Lord King congratulated tlie noble 
earl (Liverpool) on the signal success 
which he had obtained over the great 
domestic enemy. Everybody must have 
observed the reluctant support which 
hail been given to the measures in a 
particular quarter ; indeed, it was more 
like opposition than support : 

ira leonum 

Vincla recusantum.” 

Many people in that^House were ini- 
mical to free trade, — there were per- 
sons who were enemies to free air, and 
to free conscience— 

' Havening wolves, whose conscience is their 
maw.** 

One interest would shut out com? 
another wool, another butter. This 
was the essence of the celebrated codex 
CLgrestis of the members for Somerset 
and Suffolk. All their arguments pro- 
ceeded upon a supposition that we were 
to be sellers only and not buyers ; but 
how could we be sellers, unless we al- 
lowed other nations to buy? The 
noble earl (Lauderdale) vsaid he would 
renounce paradox, and argue logically ; 
and immediately after said that low 
prices would produce distress, which 
was as great a paradox as was ever 
uttered. 

The Earl of Caernarvon complained 
of the difficulties in which ministers 
were likely to be placed by these bills. 
Tliese measures had been introduced 
to their lordships by the noble earl, 
in a speech by no means complimenta- 
ry nor constitutional — a speech that 
amounted almost to menacing their 
lordships with the public execration, 
should they refuse to pass these mea- 
sures. 


Lord Redesdale felt no disincHnf^- 
tion to relieve the manufacturers ; but 
a partial tax on the agriculturists, for, 
their relief, was an unjust t8?c. Every 
buyer of corn — ^all engaged in trade 
and manufacture, were to be benefited 
at the expense of the grower of corut 
He should, therefoie, pppose the mea- 
sure : for we were not to steal leather 
to make poor men’s shoes. 

The Earl of Darnley thought that 
it would have been much better that 
the measures never had been brought 
forward : but after they had been in- 
troduced, after the people had looked 
up to them as sources of relief, he could 
not bring his mind to vote against 
them. 

The Earl of Malmesbury. — An ob- 
servation liad fallen from the noble 
earl (Liverpool) that these measures 
would have passed over with silence, 
unless for the opposition in that House. 
The opposition arose, on his (Lord 
Malmesbury’s) part, from a wish to 
discharge his duty as a peer of the 
realm. 

The Duke of Somerset opposed the 
measure, and was for inquiry into the 
Com Laws generally. 

The House divided on the second 
reading of the Warehoused Corn Bill. 
For the measure, 84 ; against it, 23— 
majority for the admission, 61. 

They then divided on the Importa- 
tion of Corn Bill For the hill, 78 ; 
against it, 28 — majority for the mea- 
sure, 50* 

On May 24, the order of the day 
being moved for committing the corn 
bills, 

The House went into a committee 
after a few observatioiKS by the Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne. Tlie repo^rt was 
agreed to, and ordered to be received 
to-mom>w, (when the hills were 
passed). 
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From the general depression of ma-* 
nuiactures, the silk trade was not ex-- 
empted ; tod an universal outcry was 
raised by those en^ged in it against 
the application whidi had been recent- 
ly^ and very partially, made to it of the 
freedom of trade principles. It was too 
much to assume, because distress in 
the silk trade eiHsted, that t^e new 
law affecting it was the cause of that 
distress ; when, in fact, all branch^ of 
trade suffered equal distress. It would 
have been much fairer to suppose, that 
since distress was general, the cause 
or causes of it must have been equally 
general. But considering the readiness 
with which the silk manufacturers had 
acquiesced in the new law, and the ex- 
traordinary impetus which confessedly 
the hopes they were inspired with of 
increased prosperity to be derived 
from the change, had communicated 
to the trade, the clamour raised by 
them ivas truly barefaced. The dis- 
cussion of ^ question was distin- 
guished by Ito very odious feature. 
The great opponents of the new law 
were Messrs Ellice^i Baring, and J. 
WDliams ; the two former of whom 
had particularly distinguished 'them- 
selves previously by their advocacy of 
those principles of free trade, to wj^ch 
the andient monopoly in favour of the 
silk trade was diametrically opposed. 
It could not escape observation, that 
the present was the last possible ses- 
sion of the present Parliament, and 
that each of the three honourable gen- 
tlemen represented a town, the staple 
trade of which was that of silk. We 
do not say that these concurrent cir- 
cumstances warped the judgments or 
influenced the conduct of the honour- 
able gentlemen ; but one of the argu- 
ments of Mj: Ellice was so very ex- 
traordinary, that we cannot conceive 
how any man, not feeling as if he were 
pleading the cause of his clients, could, 
in the utmost eagerness of debate, 
have resorted to it. His argument 

VOL. XIX. PART. I. 


was, that the machinery in the silk map 
nufacture of the continent, Was 
superior to that of our own. Ti^in^ 
into view the infinite superionty of au 
our other manufactures, in point of hia- 
chineiy, to those abroad;^ the unri- 
valled inventive genius of our mecha-' 
nists, and dexterity of our workmen,' 
what was this but saying in effect, that 
such had been the lethargic influence 
of monopoly upon the silk trade, that 
it — and it alone— had repressed both 
the spirit of enterprise, and the p^enius 
of invention, with respect to th^'^pAr- 
ticulaj trade; and that, in fact, while' 
the monopoly lasted, the country had 
all along been paying a heavy premium 
for the supineness, indifference to im? 
provement, and incapacity of those en- 
gaged in it ? 

In the House of Commons, on Feb. 
23, after numerous petitions had been 
presented against the importation of 
foreign silks, 

Mr Ellice rose to move that the pe- 
titions relating to this subject be re- 
ferred to a select committee. In bring- 
ing forward this mbtion, he could state, 
in the outset, that he was not acting 
in opposition to those principles which 
ministers had introduced Vith respect 
to trade. In acting on the principles of 
free trade he did not think that minis- 
ters had begun at the right end. They 
should first have established the cur- 
rency on a solid basis ; they should 
have brought about a steady state of 
prices; they should have placed the 
labolurer in a condition to compete with 
foreigners, by sucH an alteration of the 
taxes as would relieve the artisan, by 
throwing the weight of them on classes 
bettw able to bear it. Had they done 
this, they might have proceeded with 
less difficulty to the next step, an al- 
teration in the Com Laws. These 
points he wished to state, lest he should 
be accused of deserting his principles. 
— If the Hftuse examined the evidence 
laid before it, especially that taken 
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before a committee in another place, 
and which formed the chief ground of 
the measure, he (Mr Ellice) thought it 
would appear that the legislature had 
acted with less caudon than it should 
hare done* The petitioners, with a 
view of ascertaining the state of the 
trade abroad, had deputed experienced 
persons into other countries, whose re- 
ports had been laid before the right 
honourable gentleman ; and he trusted 
they would induce the House and mi- 
nisters to airest the measure. There were 
several branches in this trade — there 
were the throwsters, the dyers, (who he 
thought had not been fairly dealt with,) 
the broad trade, and the narrow trade. 
He should first call the attention of the 
House to the case of the throwsters. 
From all that bad been communicated 
to him upon the subject, it did not ap- 
pear that the throwsters had any com- 
plaints to make with respect to ma- 
chinery, nor did they expect any im- 
provement to he made in their present 
machines. This branch of the trade 
bad, however, made out a case, which 
entitled them to a protection from the 
competition of foreigners. The duty of 
7s. 6d. in the pound was utterly incon- 
sistent with a competition as to other 
branches of the trade. The throwsters 
had set forth, that, notwithstanding the 
state of their machinery, labour enter- 
ed so much into the necessary expen- 
ses of carrying on their manufacture, 
that unless they were able to procure 
that labour, at a price approlcbing that 
at which foreigners procured it, it would 
he impossible for them to continue their 
trade at all. The next branch was the 
Broad Trade, or manufacture of Broad 
Silk. The statements made to him 
by the broad silk manufactureri^ were, 
that the cost of labour in France was 
so low in proportion to that of England, 
that it made, upon an average, a disad- 
vantage of from 45 to 50 per cent to 
England, upon the general Hhinches of 
the trade. Under these circumstances, 


it was evident that the proposed pro- 
tection of 30 per cent would be per- 
fectly nugatory. One object of ihe pro- 
posed alterations was, to encourage an 
export trade ; hut the China and East 
India silks could be brought into the 
European markets at half die price of 
the English silks ; and all the markets 
of the world would be open to them. 
One very important branch of the Silk 
Trade was that of the dyers. During 
the time that the Silk Trade had been 
subject to these expenments, a great 
proportion of the former duties con- 
tinued upon all the articles used in 
dying. He knew no reason why the 
duty was so heavy upon barilla, ex- 
cepting, that a certain person of landed 
property in Scotland had contrived a 
duty upon foreign barilla, so that the 
barilla feom bis own country might 
enjoy a monopoly of the market. The 
principles of free trade must he ap- 
plied generally. To talk of appl\dng 
them partially was ridia|||ons. There 
was a duty of 4/. 10^. ^ cwt. on fo- 
reign soap, which operated nearly as a 
prohibition; and the excise duty on 
soap manufactured here was 28^. per 
cwt* The foreign manufacturer had 
not to encounter such duties as these ; 
and therefore the introduction of his 
goods was peculiarly unfavourable to 
the British manufacturer. He would 
now call attention to the situation of 
the Narrow, or Riband Trade. He 
was almost afraid to quote the state- 
ments made to him on the subject ; be- 
cause they might be supposed to be a 
little exaggerated. It had, however, 
been stated to him, that in Switzerland, 
the same quantity of silk was manu- 
factured for 63^, which, if manufactu- 
red in England, would cost 71s. or 
nearly that sum. With respect to the 
state of the machinery used in this 
country in the riband trade, some very 
important information had beeu/elicit- 
ed in the last two years. In the city of 
Coventry there were 9700 looms, 7500 
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of which were the property of the opera- 
tive weavers, who applied their manual 
labour as well as their machinery to the 
manu^tnre of ribands. Those looms 
were for the most part of the worst possi- 
ble construction ; and it would be scarce- 
ly believed, that the improved loom in 
France would in a given time produce 
five times as much riband as J;he com- 
mon loom in England, with the same 
degree of manual labour. What he 
had stated was, however, only half the 
case. He could state, that, at present, 
there were not less than ten thousand 
looms in actual employ in Switzerland, 
for the manufacture of common riband 
alone, and three thousand of these could, 
if actircly firorkcd, supply England 
with common ribands At Si Etienne, 
and at Lyons, there were no less than 
twelve thousand looms for the manu* 
facture of fine ribands, and it was cal- 
culated that, of these, three thousand 
were sufficient to supply all the mar- 
kets of Europe. But there were other 
improvements in machines applicable 
to another article, which had heisk pro- 
duced in this country. He allud^ to 
the making of velvets and velveteens. 
With respect to this manufacture, he 
could state, that there now existed an 
improved machinery in Germany, by 
which one man could make 48 times 
as much as could be made in an equal 
time by an English machine. The 
silk manufacturers in Switzerland and 
in France bad very large capitals em- 
barked. He was informed, that in one 
little town in Switzerland more real 
capital was embarked in this branch of 
manufacture than was employed in it 
throughout the whole of this country. 
There was another subject which go- 
vernment had overlook^, and to which 
he wished to call the attention of the 
House. He alluded to the custoiki of 
granting patents to the importers of 
machinery, who were not the inventors 
of what they introduced. The import- 


er had the exclusive patent-right, and 
although be was the mere carrier, and 
might be incapable of either using or 
improving the machine, no manufac- 
turer could use it, and no machinist 
could improve upon it for' fear of in- 
fringing the importers patent. Al- 
though a knowledge of the improve- 
ments made in French machinery liad 
recently been obtained, such was the 
alarm existing in England as to the 
present measures, that there had not 
been a single attempt made to put up 
one of the improved machines in this 
couii|^ry. The honourable gentleman 
after indulging in a few other details, 
concluded by moving-— “ That a select 
committee be appointed, to inquire 
into and examine the statements con- 
tained in the various petitions from 
persons engaged in the silk manufac- 
ture ; and to report their opinion and 
observations thereon to4be House.” 

Mr J. Williams understood it to be 
always desirable that experiments in 
the way of trade Shot^d be made when 
countries were in a state of ease and 
tranquillity, and not in'times of difficulty 
and danger like the present. As he was 
desirous, however, of occupying as lit- 
tle of the time of the House as was con- 
sistent with the importance of the sub- 
ject, he should at once proceed to the 
situation of the silk interest, and to that 
which would be the effect of a perseve- 
rance in the contemplated measures. 
To begin, ^ therefore, with the town of 
Macclesfield — ^that town, under our 
old and erroneous system, had increa- 
sed, since 1780, from a population of 
4000 persons to a population of 23,000. 
The number now in employ, and in 
scanty employ, and at low wages, was 
8700 ; |»eing 14,000 thrown out of work, 
only by the operation, as the silk ma- 
nafij^urers contended, of the new mea- 
sures. Sixteen bun^d families, in 
Macclesfield only, were supported, by 
voluntary contributions, upon potatoes 
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and oatn^* In Manchester the state 
of things was scarcely less calamitous 
than at Macclesfield. Of 10,600 looms 
which had been at work there, in the 
hrt>ad silk trade, in the spring of the 
last year, the number left, last month, 
was only 4100, being a reduction of 
upwards of 6600. In the parish of 
Bethnal Green, no less than 1000 silk 
workers, of various kinds, were sustain- 
ed by parish relief, and it was said that 
the numbers were daily increasing. The 
whole of those distresses had been attri- 
buted by the right honourable gentle- 
man and others to the spirit of over- 
trading and over-speculation, which 
had seized upon the manufacturers, as 
well as almost all othor classes of socie- 
ty. And how did the right honourable 
gentleman propose that the evil should 
be cured ? By leaving all to the natu- 
ral course of things. What the present 
petitioners asked was, that the minis- 
ter would reconsider the measure he 
bad proposed, and that he would delay 
its execution till a more convenient op- 
portunity — till the hospitality he was 
ready to exercise towards foreigners 
was in some measure met by them— 
till that system of reciprocity, of which 
he had spoken so much and so triumph- 
antly, had been established. When that 
was done, opposition would no longer 
be offered ; but till that time, he (Mr 
Williams) should have the pain of ap- 
pearing to oppose measures of liberali- 
ty, with the principles of which he fully 
agreed. Had any foreign nations per- 
formed one single act— had they ac- 
knowledged one principle of reciproci- 
ty to justify the present measure, or 
the conduct of the right honourable 
gentleman who was now urging this 
measure, to support his own principles, 
and to show that we understood politi- 
cal economy better than our ancestors ? 
— He had now only to advert to one 
other point, ft was said that this mea- 
sure only in furtherance of otliers 
of a more general nature, which had 


received, in a great degree, the appro- 
bation of the House. He confessed that 
if it was a proof of stupidity not to see 
the value of general principles in the 
abstract, he must plead guilty to the 
charge ; but at the same time, he would 
say, that there was no quackery more 
common and notorious, nor any more 
injurious — no theory, nor want of 
theory, when reduced to practice, so 
dangerous, as to attempt to reduce 
everything to certain general principles, 
without having recourse to the particu- 
lar circumstances, or the particular 
times in which those principles were to 
be called into practice. ‘‘Ye gods 1 an- 
nihilate both space and time,’’ had been 
allowed undei particular ciicuiiistanccs 
to he a cuiijparatively reasonable peti- 
tion. So he would say here ; let gods 
or men destroy time, taxes, and poor- 
rates ; and then let any newly-enlight- 
ened minister open his eager arnis to 
admit the unrestiicted commerce of the 
world. But until that were done, to 
talk of free trade, what was it but to 
propose tliat a man bound in fetters 
should try his strength or agility with 
one whose limbs were wholly free? 
For his own part, he could not allow 
600,000 persons to be sacrificed to ab- 
stract principles, however true tliose 
principles might be. Mr Burke, with 
whom he fully agreed, had said, when 
speaking of those hard-hearted theo- 
rists, who pursued their abstract prin- 
ciples independently of any conse- 
quences, that they were actuated by 
“ the quality of heart possessed by a 
perfect metaphysician, which exceeded 
that of the devil himself in malignity, 
and in contempt for the happiness of 
mankind.” 

Mr Huskisson.— Whatever may be 
the motives of the learned gentleman 
who* spoke last, I confess that I have 
listened with the utmost astonishment 
to the speech which he has just deli- 
vered. With regard to the general 
tone of the leanied gentleman’s speech, 
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I entertain no sentiment bordering upon 
an^er, nor any other feeling) save one, 
a feeling of surprise and regret, at 
finding that learned gentleman now, 
for the first time, launching forth his 
denunciations and invectives against 
principles and measures, which have 
received the supjmrt of men the most 
intelligent and b^t informed, on both 
sides of this House, and throughout 
Europe. In opposing the proposed 
inquiry, I feel that I may be repre- 
sented as insensible or indifferent to 
the sufferings of those on whose be- 
half it is called for. When the learned 
gentleman allows himself to talk of 
hard-hearted metaphysicians, ex- 
ceeding the devil in point of malig- 
nity,** it is for me to meet that insi- 
nuation (as far it was levelled at me) 
with those feelings of utter scorn with* 
which I now repel it. The lion, 
mover and the learned member have, 
by some strange perversion, argued 
the whole case, as if I, and those who 
act with me, were hastily and prema- 
turely pressing on some unheard-of 
measure ; instead of which, we have 
proposed nothing, and are lying upon 
our oars, quietly waiting for the going 
into effect of an act of Parliament, 
passed more than eighteen months 
with the unanimous concurrence 
of this House ; an act which is now 
the Jaw of the land ; and of the enact- 
ments of which, all the parties con- 
cerned were as fully apprized on 
the day when it first passed this 
House, as they can be at this mo- 
ment. The point at issue is, not whe- 
ther we shall grant the committee, 
but whether we shall re-establish the 
prohibitory system ? If we re-esta- 
blish it in one instance, we shall very 
soon be called upon to do so in many 
others. If we once tread back our 
steps, we shall not be able, in this re- 
trograde motion, to stop at that point 
from which we first set out : we must 
go further, and, qre long, we should 


have in this country a system of com- 
merce, far more restrictive than that 
which was in force before the late' 
changes. The present question, there- 
fore, is not simply the motion before 
the House— but, neither more nor 
less than, whether a restrictive or an 
enlarged system of commercial poli- 
cy be the best for this country ? In 
order to come to a sound decision 
upon 60 important a subject, it be- 
hoves the House to look back a little 
to the course of events, and to bear in 
mind some of the occurrences which 
have materially contributed to those 
relaxations in the restrictive system, 
of which it is now the fashion to com- 
plain. With this view, I must *ask 
the permission of the House to call 
its attention to a petition, presented 
in May 1820, a period which, like the 
present, was one of great difficulty 
and public distress. The petition 
conveys to the House the deliberate 
judgment of the merchants and tra- 
ders of the city of London ; the re- 
sult of their daily observation of the 
evils inflicted upon the country by 
the unnecessary restrictions imposed 
upon their industry and pursuits. 
(The hon. gentlemaq here read the 
etition.) It will be clear to all who 
ave attended to the very able docu- 
ment which I have just read, that it 
embraces all the great principles of 
commercial policy, upon which par- 
liament has since legislated. Why do 
1 lay sQ^uch stress upon this peti- 
tion? For the purpose of showings 
first, that if the government have pur- 
sued this course, we have done so, not 
on the recommend^i^ns of visionaries 
and theorists, but m:practical men of 
business: secondly, that the merchants 
of the city of London — the great 
mart of the commerce and wealth of 
the country — felt convinced, in 1820, 
that the distress of that period was 
greatly aggravated by the narrow' and 
short-sighted system of restrictions 
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and prohibitions which then prevail* 
ed. This morning I took the trouble 
to look at the names of the merchants 
who signed it ; and the first signa* 
ture I read is that of one of the most 
distinguished of that class in the city 
of London — I mean Mr Samuel 
Thornton. And, besides his name, 
the list contains the names of others, 
who, like him, have been Governors 
of the Bank of England ; of several 
who are now in the direction of that 
great establishment; and of many 
who hold the highest rank in the com* 
mercial world. By a reference to 
many other petitions and proceedings 
of a like nature with those to which I 
have already adverted, I could show 
that, in all these matters, the first im* 
pulse was not ^iven by the govern- 
ment. We claim for ourselves no 
such credit. Year after year, have 
we been urged, by the force of public 
opinion out of doors, and by the ear- 
nest remonstrances of hon. members 
within, to adopt the very measures 
against which a senseless clamour is 
now attempted to be excited. Who 
were the first, and the most earnest, 
in suggesting these measures — ay, 
and in wishing to push them to ex- 
tremes— but some of those very per- 
sons whom we now find arrayed 
against us, and against those princi- 
ples which they formerly supported ? 
By whom was the petition which I 
have j ust read to the House presented ? 
By whom was the prayer of it advo« 
cated ? After great note of prepara- 
tion — after a fprmal notice of what 
was about to come— >this petition, sir, 
was brought doir^, on the 8th of 
May, 18^, by the hon. member (Mr 
Baring.) The period at which this 
petition was laid upon our table, was 
one of great public distress ; and, in 
that respect, it but too much resem- 
bl|^l the present time. In the opi- 
niSh of the hon. member, at that time, 
a free trade was the very essence of 


commercial prosperity; and, there- 
fore, he pressed us to adopt, all at 
once, the system which we have since 
gradually introduced. The hon. mem- 
ber then went on to say, that he per- 
fectly agreed with him — that the first 
doctrine which the petitioners wished 
to combat was tha^ fallacious one, 
which had, of late years, arisen, that 
this country ought to subsist on its 
own produce ; that it was wise, on the 
part of every country, to raise within 
itself the produce requisite for its 
consumption.^' It is really absurd 
to contend, (continued the hon. mem- 
ber,) that if a country, by selling any 
article of manufacture, could pur- 
chase the produce which it might re- 
quire, at one half the expense at 
which that produce could be raised. 
It should nevertheless be precluded 
from doing so. — This is unquestion- 
ably sound doctrine, and I readily ad- 
mit it. But, how is it to be recon- 
ciled with the doctrine, which is now 
maintained by great authorities out 
of doors, as that which ought to be 
the rule of our commercial policy? 
According to these authorities, to 
which we have now to add that of 
the learned seconder of the present 
motion, prohibition is the only effec- 
tual protection to trade. But, if this 
^stem be wise and just in itself ; if, 
for the reasons alleged in its support, 
it be necessary for the protection of 
British industry, let us see to what 
it leads. Can this country command 
labour on the same terms as Ireland ? 
Is the scale of taxation the same? 
Are the poor-rates the same in the 
two countries ? Is there any country 
in Europe which, more than Ireland, 
differs irom Great Britain in these 
and many other particulars, affecting 
their commercial relations ? Does it 
not follow, that, if we admit the sys- 
tem of prohibitions now recommend- 
ed to us by the learned member, we 
must prohibit all commercial inter- 
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course with Ireland ? I have no desire 
to disturb the partizans of the oppo- 
site system, in the enjoyment of their 
favourite theory. Ail I ask of them 
is, a similar forbearance towards us. 
Let each system be fully and fairly 
tried. But can prohibition ever be 
tried under circumstances of greater 
favour than it now experiences in 
Spain? In that flourishing ^jountry, 
prohibition has been carried to the 
very extreme. Spain is the best sam- 
ple of the prohibitory system; the 
most perfect model of &llen ^eatness 
and of internal misery, of which mo- 
dern civilization forms an example. 
I must now beg the House to indulge 
me for a little, while I endeavour to 
go through the detail of the specific 
measures recommended in the speech 
of the hon. member (Mr Baring) on 
presenting the I.ondon petition. The 
first measure pointed out upon that 
occasion, and recommended in the 
warmest terms to the attention of 
ministers, for the relief of the coun- 
try, was an alteration of the duty on 
the importation of wool.” What, at 
that time, was our answer to this pro- 
position ? Why, this , — ** We have no 
objection to take off the duty on the 
importation of foreign wool, provi- 
ded you will consent to allow the free 
exportation of British wool.” No,” 
said the woollen manufacturers, ^^take 
ofl‘ the duty on foreign wool, if you 
please; but keep in force the law 
which prohibits the exportation of 
British wool from this country.” To 
this proposal we would not agree. 
After years and years of struggle, we 
at last succeeded in convincing our 
opponents that the duty on foreij^n 
wool might be taken off, and the pro- 
hibition to export British wool be re- 
pealed, without endangering their in- 
terests. And what has been the re- 
sult ? Where is the ruin that was so 
confidently predicted? Why, that 
since the removal of the restrictions 


on the export, we have sent abroad 
the amazing quantity of 100,000 lbs. 
weight of British wool ; while of fo- 
reign wool we have imported no 
less a quantity than 40,000,000 lbs. 
weight The second measure pro- 
posed by the hon. member, was a ge- 
neral revision of the revenue laws, 
with a view to their simplification. 
The task was one of great magnitude 
and difliculty ; but we did not shrink 
from it. Of the difficulties of the 
undertakings the House will be ena- 
bled to judge, when I state that there 
were no fewer than five hundred sta- 
tutes, relative to the Customs alone, 
to wade through ; independently of 
the numerous ena^ments concerning 
smuggling, warehousing, the planta- 
tions, &c. And now, sir, in one little 
volume, which I hold in my hand, 
are comprised all the laws at present 
in existence, on the subject of the 
management and the revenue of the 
customs, of navigation, of smuggling, 
of warehousing, and of our colonial 
trade. Then comes the third recom- 
mendation of the hon. member ; 
namely, that we should do away with 
prohibitions altogether; and substi- 
tute, in all cases, protecting for pro- 
hibitory duties. I will beg leave to 
read a short extract from what I con- 
sider a very accurate report of this 
part of the hon. member's speech : 
** Another desirable step,” said he, 
would be to do away with prohibi- 
tions, as much as possible.” Now, 
here we have the opinion of a practi- 
cal roan, who had coroe to this con- 
clusion, after collecting the. best ew- 
dence upon the subject, during ms 
repeated visits to Paris. Even in the 
year 1817 — also a period of distress— 
I find the hon. member declaring to 
the House, that, in the article of 
silk, smuggling was carried on to a 
very great extent ; a proof of which 
was to be found in the fact, that al- 
though silks were in much greater 
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now than formerly, yet that the 
British manufacturer was ruined.’* 
So that it appears, sir, that in the year 
1817, the silk manufacture, which, 
according to the doctrines of the pre- 
sent day, can only flourish under a 
system of prohibition, was, in a state 
of ruin, owing to prohibition. The 
stagnation and embarrassment which 
took place in 1816 and 1817 were fol- 
lowed by a state of unusual commer- 
cial activity. In like manner, the de- 
pression of 1822 and 1823 terminated 
in the extraordinary spirit of specu- 
lation which marked the autumn of 
1824*, and the spring and summer of 
1825. In 1816 and 1817, during the 
first absorption of treasure by the 
Bank, the amount of silk imported 
was, upon the average of the two 
years, 1,150,807 lbs. in 1818, du- 
ring the first flight of our coin to the 
continent, that importation was raised 
to 2,101,618 lbs., being an increase 
of 81 per cent. Of sheep’s wool, the 
average importation of the first two 
years was 11,4'16,853 lbs.: — in the 
year 1818 alone, the quantity was 
24,505,486 lbs., being an increase of 
ISO per cent. Of cotton wool, the 
average of the two first years was 
423,580 bales ; — the amount in 1818, 
was 660,580 bales, being an increase 
of 57 per cent. Let us now compare 
the import of the same articles in the 
years 1823 and 1824, with the import 
of 1825. It. will turn out as follows ; 
—Silk, average import of 1823 and 

1824, 2,780,600 lbs. : — import of 

1825, 4,231,673 lbs., being an in- 
. crease at the rate of 50 per cent 
Itheep’s wool, average, import of 1823 
and 1824, 19,225,306 lbs. : — ^import 

. of 1825, 38,705,682 lbs., being an in- 
. crease at the rate of 100 per cent. 
Cotton wool, average import of 1823 
and 1824, 167,120,^065 lbs. import 
of 1825, 222,457,616 lbs., being an 
increase at the rate of 33 per cent 
. return, sir, to the speech of the 


lion, member (Mr Baring.) The 
fourth point to which he called the 
attention of government was, the state 
of the Navigation Laws. The change 
which the hon. member recommended 
woflld, in fact, have amounted to the 
total repeal of those laws. We pro- 
fessed ourselves ready to inquire, how 
far some of their regulations, inconve- 
nient tq trade, might be dispensed 
with, without prejudice to the higher 
political objects for which these laws 
were originally enacted. This inquiry 
was gone into with great care by a 
committee ; and the result has been 
that, by its zeal and diligence, several 
measures have been introduced to the 
House which have led to a relaxation 
in those laws, highly beneficial to the 
commerce of the country, and in no 
way injurious to our strength as a 
maritime power. But the principle of 
those laws is still retained. In this 
instance, certainly, we have not been 
able to go all the lengths recommend- 
ed by the practical men ; but be it re- 
collected, that the charge against 
which 1 am now upon my defence is, 
that we are theorists. The fifth point 
which vras strongly recommend^ by 
the hon. member (Mr Baring), was 
the removal of the transit duties on 
German linens, and some other arti- 
cles of foreign produce. The transit 
duties have l^en all removed ; and the 
system of bounties and drawbacks has 
undergone an entire revision, and been 
remodelled on an improved plan. To 
come to the sixth recommendatfon of 
the hon. member. He told us that 
it was of importance that we should 
alter our commercial regulations with 
respect to France.” This advice of the 
hon. member, government have also 
attended to. What have we to do in 
this case ? We have begun at home. 
We have set an example to the nations 
of the continent. We have put an end 
to the restrictive system affecting 
France, as far as wc could put an end 
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to it ; and wfe have invited France to 
follow in our track, by doing away 
with the obstacles existing on her part 
to a greater freedom of trade. France 
has taken a first step towards placing 
the intercourse between the two coun- 
tries upon a footing of greater facility. 
This is a practical approxfenation on 
her part to the principle of a more en- 
larged system of commerce. Seventh- 
ly, and lastly, the hon. member re- 
commended to government an exten- 
sion of our trade with British India.” 
In answer to this suggestion, it is only 
necessary for me to say, that our at- 
tention has been incessantly directed 
towards that desirable object. We 
have left no steps untried^ to prevail 
on the East India Company to consent 
to an enlargement of the private trade. 
To a certain point we have succeeded, 
though not to the extent of our wishes. 
If all that tlie hon, member sought for 
has not been done, the fault is not 
ours ; we have no means of compelling 
the Company to comply with the 
wishes of the merchants. These are 
the principal improvements which 
were urged on the government of the 
country, in the year 1820, by the hon. 
member (Mr Baring) ; speaking, be it 
always remembered, in the name and 
on the behalf of the merchants of Lon- 
don. To all of these suggestions, I 
say, his Majesty's ministers attended. 
The consequence was, a determination, 
on their part, to institute an inquiry 
before a committee of this House, in 
order to ascertain how far the steps 
recommended could be acted upon for 
the general improvement of commerce. 
In the other House of Parliament, a 
‘ committee was sitting, whose labours 
were directed to the same object. One 
of the subjects which particularly en- 
gaged the attention of that committee, 
was the state of the silk trade. They 
heard evidence, tliey called for papers, 
and they examined witnesses from 
every quarter. What was the result 


of their investigation ? .Why, sir^ 
state in their report, that, " it appeals 
to the committee, that there are no 
bounds to smuggling under the pro- 
hibitive system ; and that, in the opi- 
nion of the committee, protecting du- 
ties might advantageously be substi- 
tuted for prohibitive ones.” Nothing 
further took place till 182S, when the 
hon. member for the city of London (Mr 
T. Wilson) came down to this House 
with a petition from the master ma^ 
nufacturers of Spitalfields, praying for 
a repeal of what is generally called 
" The Spitalfields' Act.” This, as the 
Hoijse well knows, was a law for re- 
gulating the mode of working in that 
district, and for enabling the magis- 
trates to fix the rate of wages to be 
given for each description of work. 
The petitioners stated, “diat with our 
unlimited supply of silk from our ter- 
ritories in India, we might be inde- 
pendent of the rest of the world ; that 
with our great command of capital, 
and the unrivalled skill of our artisans, 
the manufacturers did not fear the 
competition of any foreigners; and 
that with a free trade, silk would be- 
come, like cotton, one of the staple 
manufactures of the countiy.” I re- 
fer to that petition, as well as to the 
more general petition of the merchants 
of London, to show that the^easures 
which ministers have taken, are nei- 
ther the offspring Of theory, nor mea- 
sures which they carried in opposition 
to the prevailing opinion of the coun- 
try, or of the trade. So far was go- 
vernment from any precipitation in 
carrying them into effect, that it was 
not till the year 1824, that they de- 
termined to propose the repeal of the 
duty on the raw material, and to per- 
mit the importation of foreign manu- 
factured silk, subject to a protecting 
duty. From that moment, we lost the 
support of the hon. meml^r (Mr Ba- 
ring) to whom I have so often alluded ; 
and his voice was only heard in opposi- 
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turn to measures, which he had so loog 
been recominending for our adoption. 
Then it was, that he declared, that, 
by the end of the two years, which I 
proposed to allow before the prohibit 
tion should finally cease, the silk trade 
would be destroyed. This delay 1 
now consider to hare been the great- 
est error that was then committed, 
and the origin of our present difficulty, 
as far as this trade is concerned. Let 
us now see how far the predictions of 
the hon. members (Mr Baring and Mr 
Ellice) have been realized. The bill 
passed this House in the spring of 
1824; and during the i*e8t of« that 
year, the silk trade went on flourish- 
ing and increasing. In the spring of 
1825, there prevailed an extension of 
demand in this manufacture, to a 
greater degree than had ever been 
witnessed Iwfore, in^ almost any branch 
of trade. The old mills were not suf- 
ficient ; many new ones were raised, 
the erection of each of which, I am as- 
sured, did not cost less than from 
10,000/. to 15,000/. ; and several of 
these new mills have not even yet 
been roofed in. The learned member 
(Mr J. Williams) has alluded to the 
present condition of the town of Mac- 
clesfield. 1 know what misfortunes 
and bankruptcies have occurred there. 
But I eannot help thinking that the 
learned member, in stating their situ- 
ation, should also have stated some of 
the circumstances which have aggra- 
vated, if not created, their present dif- 
ficulties; for certain it is, that the 
spirit of speculation has in that town 
been carried to the greatest extrava- 
^Dce. According to the last census 
in 1821, the whole population of Mac- 
clesfield amounted to 17>746 souls. 
Now I will suppose that, between that 
year and the year 1 825, it increased 
to 20,000. What, then, in that year, 
was the demand for additional labour, 
in the silk manufacture alone, of that 
town? 1 have seen, in a Macclesfield 


newspaper, of the 19 th of February, 
1825, the following advertisement 
" To overseers, guardians of the poor, 
and families desirous of settling in 
Macclesfield* Wanted immediately, 
from four to five thousand persons.” 
The House may well express their 
surprise jfilmt I beseech tneir atten- 
tion to the description of persons re- 
quired ky this advertisement — from 
seven to twenty years (»f age” — so that 
the silk manufacturers were content 
to receive children of the tender age 
of only seven years — to be employed 
in the throwing and manufacturing of 
silk. The great increase of the trade 
having caused a great scarcity of work- 
men, it is suggested, that this is a 
most favourable opportunity for per- 
sons with lai'ge families, and. overseers 
who wish to put out cliildren” — (chil- 
dren of seven years of age) — " as ap- 
prentices, to ensure them a comfort- 
able livelihood. Application to be 
made, if by letter, post paid, to the 
printer of this paper.” Very soon 
after this advertisement, and before 
the mills were finisbed, in which these 
children were to be immured, there 
appeared, I have been assured, another 
auvertisement, nearly in the same ex- 
travagant style:— Wanted to be 
built immediately, one thousand 
houses I”— doubtless, to contain the 
five thousand new inhabitants. Yet, 
all this took place in 1825 ; just one 
year, according to the hon. member 
(Mr Baring), before the silk trade was 
to expire for ever. Can any man 
wonder, after such an enormous ex- 
tent of speculation — after such an in- 
fiux of population — at most of these 
new comers being out of work at Mac- 
clesfield — or at the fact stated by the 
learned member (Mr J. Williams)— 
his hair almost standing on end with 
horror— that eleven orders for tlie 
removal of as many paupers, had been 
made out in one week (The hon. 
gentleman then proceeded to vindicate 
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the measures of commercial poHcy 
which had been adopted the preceding 
session^ and then returned to the spe- 
cial subject of the silk trade.) I come 
now to the real jet of the silk ques- 
tion ; and which has not been in the 
slightest degree touched upon yet. 
The object of the British manufac- 
turer is, as much as possiblcffto shut 
out the competition of his •foreign 
riral. If smuggling could be prevent- 
ed, I would concede to him, that pro- 
hibition would be most effectual to 
this object. But, if it cannot, what 
is the advantage of prohibition over a 
protecting duty of 30 per cent ? I 
say of 30 per cent, because I never 
yet conversed with a single merchant 
or manufacturer, who did not admit 
that, if a higher protecting duty were 
imposed, the supply of foreign silk 
goods would be thrown into the hands 
of the smuggler. The question, then, 
looking at it practically, is this In 
what aegree is prohibition better, as 
against smuggling, than a well-regu- 
lated duty? In the first place, it 
cannot be denied, that the feelings of 
mankind are more likely to restrain 
them from committing a fraud, than 
from violating a custom-house prohi- 
bition. I am sure it will be conceded 
to me, that many hon. persons would 
feel very little scruple in wearing an 
article that is absolutely prohibited, 
and the introduction of w4ich is not 
in opposition to any moral duty. But 
the gi*eat, indeed the only argument 
in favour of prohibition, in preference 
to a protecting duty, is this — that 
after the forbidden goods have been 
landed in this country, and when they 
are in the possession of* individuals, 
even for their own use or consumption, 
you may follow them into private 
dwellings, nay, into the very pockets 
of the wearers, and seize them upon 
their persons, in the King's name, at 
the' bare suggestion of any common 
informer. To what, does this power 


of seizing and examining all who may 
be suspected of possessing prohibited’ 
articles amount ? Sir, it amounts to 
this— that if any man—* no matter 
what may be his rank, be he the hum- 
blest peasant or the highest peer in the 
realm— be suspected of wearing, or 
possessing, a silk handkerchief of fo- 
reign manufacture, be is liable to have 
it taken from his neck or his pocket, 
and to have his house ransacked, from 
the garret to the cellar, in quest of 
contraband articles. If, without such a 
subsidiary regulation as this, prohibi- 
tion cannot he sustained, then, sir, 1 
say, ill preference to such a system, 
let us, in God’s name, have a well- 
regulated duty. But, even with the 
aid of this power of search and seizure, 
is prohibition an effectual remedy 
against smuggling? I have lately 
taken some pains to ascertain the 
quantity of smuggled silk that has 
been seized, inland, throughout the 
kingdom, during the last ten years : 
and I find that the whole does not 
exceed 5000 /. a-year. I have endea- 
voured, on the other hand, to get an 
account of the quantity of silk goods 
actually smuggled into this country. 
Any estimate of this quantity must 
be very vague ; but I have been 
given to understand, that the value 
of such goods as are regularly en- 
tered at the custom-house of France 
for exportation to this country, is 
from 100 , 000 /. to 150 , 000 /. a-year ; 
and this, of course, is exclusive of 
the far greater supply which is poured 
in, through all the channels of smug- 
gling, without being subjected to any 
entry. In fact, to such an extent is 
this illicit trade carried on, that there 
is scarcely a haberdasher’s shop, in 
the smallest village of the kingdom, 
in which prohibited silks are not sold ; 
and that m the face of day, and to a 
very considerable extent. The hon. 
mover has mentioned the silk goods 
from India, as those against which 
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anythitigbiit prohibition would prove 
an unavailing protection* Now, in’ 
my opinion, it is scarcely possible to 
conceive a stronger case than those 
very silks furnish against the bon. 
member’s own argument. I believe 
it is universally known, that a large 
quantity of Bandana handkerchiefs 
are sold, every year, for exportation, 
by the East India Company. But 
does any gentleman suppose, that 
these Bandanas are sent to the conti- 
nent for the purpose of remaining 
there ? No such thing ! they are sold 
at the company’s sales, to the num- 
ber of 800,000 or a million of hand- 
kerchiefs each year, at the rate of 
about four shillings each. They are 
immediately shipped off for Ham- 
burgh, Antwerp, Rotterdam, Ostend, 
or Guernsey — and, from thence, they 
nearly all, illicitly, find their way back 
to this country. Upon every infor- 
mation laid under this prohibitory 
law, the chances are, that the informer 
and the constable have Bandanas 
round their necks, and that the ma- 
gistrate, who hears the charge, has 
one in his pocket ! But, since the 
repeal of the old law, a further dif- 
ficulty has occurred in respect to pro- 
hibition. Two years ago, when a 
piece of silk was seized as foreign, 
the British manufacturer could, upon 
inspecting it, at once say, I know, 
and can prove, that this is not of the 
manufacture of this kingdom." If 
asked, What is your proof.^^" he 
would reply, The superior quality 
4 nd workmanship of the article." This 
is a very natural answer for monopoly 
to make; but it comes with a bad 
grace from a British manufacturer. 
But, it may be asked, if excellence 
of fabric was, at that time, the proof 
that the article was not British, why 
is it not so still ? I shall give the 
,best answer to tins question, by sta- 
ting what has recently occurred. Soon 
gfter the alteration of our law, an ex- 


tensive French manufacturer removed 
from Lyons to this country. He 
brought with him his looms and his 
patterns. Under his management and 
superintendenc|, two establishments 
were formed, one in SpitalHelds, the 
other at Manchester* At both of 
these places he set weavers to work ; 
fully satisfied, that a duty of 30 per 
cent would afford him sufficient pro- 
tection. His improved methods— 
with sorrow I state it — excited the 
jealousy, and drew upon him the per- 
secution, of the English^ manufac- 
turers. They charged this industri- 
ous foreigner, most unjustly, with 
carrying on his trade here merely as 
a cloak to cover the smuggling of 
foreign manufactured goods. They 
even went the length of charging my 
hon. friend, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the whole Board of 
Customs, with bein‘g cognizant of the 
fact. This accusation was not merely 
insinuated in whispers : it was con- 
tained in a published report, inserted 
in the newspapers. This was not to 
be endured. The Treasury deter- 
mined to sift the matter to the bot- 
tom. They inspected the manufac- 
turer’s books, and found the charge 
to be wholly unfounded. But the ac- 
cusers persevered in their charge, and 
insisted that the whole was a con- 
certed plot. The Treasury, in con- 
sequence, resolved to sift the matter 
still farther ; and it was left to the 
accusers to point ont the mode. In 
order to prosecute the inquiry, they 
selected from their own body, the 
person whom they considered the 
most skilled in the knowledge re- 
quisite for the detection of such ar- 
ticles as might be contraband. And 
what, towards him, was the conduct 
of the party accused } Go to my 
warehouse," said the Frenchman, 
turn over all my goods ; select from 
among them whatever pieces you 
please ; and, on the proof of their 
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being of English or French manufac- 
ture, let my guilt or innocence be 
finally established.” The offer was 
accepted. The person employed by 
the British manufacturers turned 
over and over several hundred pieces 
of silk ; and at lengthy after the whole 
ordeal was passed, the Board of Cus- 
toms made known the result. , What 
is the substance of it ? Why, that 
thirty-seven pieces had been selected 
by this agent of the accusers, as be- 
ing, beyond all doubt, of French ma- 
nufacture. What followed ? These 
thirty-seven pieces were seized ; and 
the Frenchman was put upon his 
proof, that they were made in this 
country. How did he prove it ? By 
producing, one after another, the very 
men by whom every one of these 
thirty-seven pieces had, been made, 
who proved, upon their oaths, in the 
most irrefragable manner, that every 
inch of these goods had been woven 
by themselves — Where ? Not at 
Lyons — not in France— but in.Spital- 
fields and Manchester. I have stated 
these facts with feelings, I own, bor- 
dering on disgust. It shows, in the 
clearest manner, that, if you continue 
to seize silk goods, in private houses, 
in shops, or upon individuals, you 
have now lost your former test, by 
which you could prove them to be of 
foreign origin. But appeals have 
been made to our compassion ; and 
our feelings have been alarmed by 
the statement, that above 500,000 
individuals are at present engaged in 
the silk trade. Now, supposing that 
the number of persons who are em- 
ployed in thesilkmanufactureamounts 
to 500,000, — their wages, I assume, 
cannot be less, one with another, 
than 10^. a- week for each person. 1 
have been told, indeed, that a con- 
siderable portion of this number are 
children, some of whom do not re- 
ceive more than 1^. 6d, a-week. If 
this be so, let us not talk of the dif- 


ferencein the expense of labour bei 
tween this count^ and France. Will 
it be said, that a French child cannot- 
earn in the silk manufactory bv. M, 
a-week ; and that, without working 
from fourteen to fifteen hours out of 
the four-and-twenty ? Certainly not. 
Supposing, however, the average^ 
earnings of these 500,000 persons-^ 
(eh exaggerated number, 1 am con^ 
vinced)<^to be ten shillings a-week,: 
thirteen millions of money would them 
be the annual amount of wages alpue* 
in this manufacture. To this are to* 
be added, the interest on capital, and 
the price of the raw material : so that 
the value of the goods sold could 
not be less than eighteen oi^twenty 
millions sterling. This, however, I 
consider too high a calculation. The 
Leeds' Report estimates the whole 
amount at only ten millions ; but al- 
lowing for increased consumption 
since 1821, it may, perhaps, be fairly 
rated at twelve or fourteen miliiohsy 
exclusive of the quantity smuggled in 
from|}ie continent. If, then, four- 
teen millions of silk goods are about 
the annual consumption of this king-, 
dom, what would happen, if, accord- 
ing to the predictions of the. hon. 
member ( Mr Baring) the British ma- 
nufacture should be annihilated after 
next July ? We should not, I take 
it for wanted, consume a less quan- 
tity of silk goods : the only change 
would be, that we should have them, 
as it is alleged, of a better quality, 
and at a less price. But all the gooda 
so consumed would, on this supposi- 
tion, haye paid a duty, of thirty per 
cent on their importation ; and the 
produce of that duty, consequently, 
would exceed four millions sterling. 
This large sura would be levied with- 
out, in the smallest degree, abridging 
the comfort or enjoyment of any other 
class of the community. It would 
simply be the premium of monopoly 
transferred to the exchequer. But 
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of such an issue^ I am persuaded, 
there is no risk. The whole con* 
sumption of silk goods in France is 
not equal to the consumption in En^* 
land. Now, supposing when the bill 
comes into operation, there should be 
a greatly increased demand in this 
country for French silks — this new 
and additional demand would pro- 
duce a corresponding advance in the 
price of the goods, and in the Wages 
of labour, in France. To a certain 
extent, there may be such a demand, 
especially at the first opening of the 
trade ; but I am convinced that, with 
the attention to economy which*fcom- 
petition excites, with our improved 
machinery, our industry and inge- 
nuity, and perhaps with the lowered 
prices of labour and the means of sub- 
sistence — a protecting duty of thirty 
per cent will be found to be sufficient. 
The House is called upon, by the 
motion of the hon. mover, " to in- 
quire.” Has it never inquired be- 
fore ? Has the House of Lords en- 
tered into no investigation of t^ sub- 
ject ? And did not that investigation 
take place at a period, when taxation 
and prices were very considerably 
higher than at present? Was that 
inquiry loosely conducted ? Certainly 
not. It was the opinion of that com- 
mittee, after taking a mass of evi- 
dence on oath, that a duty of fifteen 
per cent would be an adequate pro- 
tection, instead of a duty of double 
that amount, under which the expe- 
riment is now to be made. 

Mr Baring rose, but the cries for 
an adjournment becoming general, 
on the motion of Mr Canning, the de- 
bate was adjourned to to«>morrow. 

Feb. 24. The order of the day having 
been moved for resuming the ad- 
journed debate on Mr Ellice’s mo- 
tion, 

Mr Baring said, that after the able 
and eloquent speech of the right hon. 


gentleman (Mr Huskisson) it was 
with great diffidence that he rose to 
address the House. The right hon. 
gentleman had conpmented upon the 
etition which he (Mr Baring) had 
ad the honour of presenting from 
the bankers, merchants, and traders 
of London, in 1820, and also upon 
the remarks which he had offered to 
the House in laying it upon the table. 
The country, however, was then in a 
very different condition from its pre- 
sent one. The merchants were ham- 
pered by various regulations, which 
owed their existence to the war. The 
laws of customs and finance were in 
such a state of intricacy and confu- 
sion, so full of embarrassment and 
contradictions, and so productive of 
charge and trouble, that it was im- 
possible for any man, without the 
study of a life, to know what he was 
entitled to do under them. The evil 
was so universally felt, as to render 
the application of some remedy a mat- 
ter of urgent necessity. With respect 
to the principles of free trade, all that 
he hacl ever meant to say was, that 
they did not preclude the consider- 
ation of peculiar circumstances, and 
had nothing in them which prevented 
us, in their application, from yielding 
to the force of events, when the ne- 
cessity of making an exception to the 
general rule was clearly proved. For 
the science of political economy he 
entertained a due respect. It was a 
notorious fact, however, that there 
were scarcely any two writers, on the 
question of the Corn Laws, who did 
not differ radically from each other 
on the most material and important 
point. When this difficulty was ob- 
viated, and when the learned profes- 
sors of Oxford and of London should 
have established the perfection of po- 
litical truth, he would admit the force 
of all their conclusions; but until 
that consummation should take place, 
—until the theorists should cease to 
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abuse each other as the greatest of 
dunces and fools^ for not drawing the 
same conclusions from the same facts^ 
he should consult," before he legisla- 
ted, the more humble practical man^ 
who looked at the effect, whilst they 
were calculating upon the cause, and 
who told them that a thing was not so, 
when they proved by direct ratiocina« 
tion that It must be so. Hisri^hthon. 
friend had undertaken to entertain 
the House, by pointing out the incon* 
sistency which prevailed between the 
sentiments which he (Mr Baring) 
avowed at present, and those which he 
had expressed in 1 820. He had coi|i- 
pletely forgotten how open he him- 
self was to a similar charge, and 
that, too, not upon trifling ouestions* 
He (Mr Baring) could not but com- 
plain, that in all cases which had 
recently come before them, ministers 
had displayed a wish to push theory 
beyond all proper bounds. In the 
case of the ]/. and 2/. notes, they 
had shown a disposition to come to a 
definite conclusion without consult- 
ing the practical men. In every case 
principles were pushed to the utmost 
extremity; and out of this mistake 
of the government arose mucli^of the 
distress of the country. We lived 
in times and amid relations which 
were of too complex a nature to suf- 
fer in safety the rigorous application 
of principles. His hon. friend, (Mr 
Ellice,) in asking them to refer this 
question to the considi^ration of a 
committee, disf^uted the principle on 
which the late regulations for the silk 
trade were founded. It was said that 
we had laboured till the present day 
under a complete ignorance of the 
mode in which this trade was con- 
ducted in foreign countries. Tlie 
persons carrying on tlie trade in this 
country were as ignorant upon the 
point as the government itself ap- 
peared to be. They sent, however, 
a deputation of welUqualtfied indivi- 


duals into foreign countries, for the 
purpose of acquiring information a& 
to the silk trade in those countries ; 
and those individuals found to their 
surprise, that the silk trade in this 
country bad no superiority of capital 
•—that our workmen were inferior in 
skill — ^that we were behind them in 
machinery — and that with an inferi- 
ority of skill, machinery, and capital, 
it was not likely that we should drive 
their silk manufactures from any mar- 
ket. He was convinced that the ca- 
pital employed in the town of Basle 
alone beat tW employed in the town 
of CAventry out and out. It appear- 
ed, upon the whole, that at Lyons 
those manufactures were 45 per cent 
lower than in England, and that in 
Switzerland the average difference in 
favour of that country was from 50 
to 60 per cent on plain goods, and 
from ^ to 100 per cent on figured 
goods. Besides the advantage which 
the foreign manufacturers had over 
those of England, in the nlentiful 
supply of the raw material,, they had 
the great advantage of cheap labour. 
Not only was bread at a much less 
price, but the foreign labourer lived 
in a very different way from the Eng- 
lish artizan. He had heard that the 
manufacturers of Lyons lodged' and 
fed their workmen; and upon in- 
quiry, be learnt that the master cram- 
med forty of his workmen into a long 
garret over his workship, where they 
slept upon straw. He did not believe 
bis right hon. friend opposite was so 
great an advocate for all the dogmas 
of political economy, that h*e meant 
to set up the rigid doctrine, that if 
the trade could not support itself it 
ought to be destroyed ; but he had 
expressed his belief that a duty of 30 
per cent would be enough to protect 
it against the competition of other 
nations ; which was going quite far 
enough. After a trade had been fos- 
tered and nursed up to this state— 
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after it had been protected for so 
many years by a system of prohibi- 
tion, would the House now consent 
to a measure which must have the 
effect of driving all the workmen con- 
nected with it to the poor-rate for sub- 
sistence? In the whole of his right hon. 
friend's speech he had never touched 
upon the question of the possibility 
of carrying on the trade. Now the 
fact was, that the situation of this ma- 
nufacture opened a very serious case 
as concerned the country at large, 
and all the other manufactures which 
it contained ; for what was now done 
with the silk, might be, and must be, 
done hereafter with respect to cotton 
and woollen. If things should remain 
in this state, the inevitable conse- 
quence must be, that the manufac- 
tures would leave us, and those which 
were most advantageous would lose 
even the home-market which they 
enjoyed at present. It was known 
that the seat of manufactures had se- 
veral times been changed. We were 
losing a little every now and then ; 
and if the progress of our loss was not 
q^uickly and satisfactorily arrested, we 
Miould be left in the most miserable 
of all possible conditions— that of a 
nation, from which its wealth had de- 
parted. It was true, that there were 
many circumstances in this country 
which tended to the preservation of 
its manufactures. Amongst these, 
its naval superiority was a principal 
source. The power which had the com- 
mand of the sea must, in war times, 
have the command also of all the 
markets which could be reached by her 
ships. This naval preponderance was 
of course lost to us when the war 
ceased ; and he must remind the House 
that every day’s continuance of peace 
helped to wear away the advantages 
which our manufacturers had derived 
from this cause. If his right hon. 
friend was resolutely bent upon ap« 
plying free principles to the silk 


trade, he must give them entire and 
universal operation, or he would 
great injustice. I|e must take that 
other step, and must not refuse to 
the cries of the people whom this 
measure would throw out of bread, 
that without which they could not 
exist — a free trade in corn. In tKe 
present .state of the subject, he did 
not see upon what ground his right 
hon. friend could refuse to go into ah 
inquiry. Here were hundreds of 
thousands of poor honest men who 
found on a sudden that tjiey were to be 
ousted from the earnings of their in- 
dustrious and patient labours. These 
people were loyal, orderly, and well- 
behaved, and yet they found them- 
selves on the very brink of the most 
painful distress, owing to the dis- 
coveries of the political economists. 
It hhd been said by his right hon. 
friend that the great cause of the in- 
convenience felt in the silk trade had 
been occaisioned by over-trading ; but 
no proof bad been offered in support 
of this assertion. On the contrary, 
the stock in hand was not greater 
than usual— a circumstance which 
could not exist if there had been any- 
thing Ifke that over-trading which 
had been imputed. The right hon. 
gentleman said, that if the House were 
to take a retrograde step, it would 
be looked upon as a failure of the li- 
beral system of policy in which this 
country had embarked, and we must 
give up all flto^pect oj^seeing the ex- 
ample, whiciiwe had set, imitated by 
foreign nations. He (Mr Baring) 
would, however, wish the House to 
consider the situation in which we 
should be, if we made the attempt 
and failed. What encouragement 
would then exist for adhering to the 
right hon. gentleman’s liberal system ? 
He thought the right hon. gentleman 
was proceeding on wrong grounds 
with respect to the whole of his com- 
mercial system. The right honour- 
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al)l6 gentleman ought to begin with 
the corn laws. Upon the price of 
corn depended the price of labour. 
So long as there was a monopoly with 
regard to corn» there could be no real 
freedom in any other branch of trade. 
The right hon. gentleman knew that, 
and he wished to settle the question 
of the corn-trade as much«as any 
man ; but he could not do so at the 
present moment. 

Mr C. Grant supported Mr Hus- 
kisson*s views at considerable length, 
observing that the question was, sim- 
ply, were they to continue a compe- 
tition — for competition they would 
have — under the protection of the 
laws, or leave the same competition, 
as it had hitherto been left, to work 
its way in the dark, silently under- 
mining the exertions of the manufac- 
turer, — in order to preserve a mono- 
poly to the foreign manufacturer and 
the smuggler ? With regard to the 
incapacity of our manufacturers to 
compete with foreign ones, he ob- 
served, we had always complaints of 
incapacity, until capacity, was put 
to the trial : he understood that al- 
ready, in the very prospect only of 
the trade being thrown open, im- 
provements in the silk machinery were 
carrying into execution. According 
to a letter only yesterday received 
from Manchester, an attempt to weave 
by steam had been made, and suc- 
ceeded. Two pair of gros-de-Na- 
ples looms, weaving each 108 yards 
of silk a-week, were attended by a 
woman at 14^. a-week wages: this 
was about 3d. a-yard for wages ; and 
the cost of house-rent, with the inte- 
rest of the value of the loom, which 
was 12/., might be taken at a farthing 
more; then the price at which this 
work was done was Sid, which could 
not be done in France under 7d 
^ Mr Dickenson denied the exces- 
sive speculation for which ministers 
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blamed the silk-manufacturers, and 
attributed much of tlie general dis- 
tress of the country to their own un- 
founded and delusive statements as 
to its prosperity. We should get no- 
thing by these new measures, or new 
principles : where was the reciprocity 
which had been so promised and 
talked about ? Other countries said 
plainly that they saw how we had 
grown rich — by our system of exclu- 
sion ; that they desired no participa- 
tion in our liberal modern policy. It 
was the misery of Englancl, that she 
was always run away with by some 
visionary speculation or other. One 
year, Mr Owen -figured with his pa- 
rallelograms. The next, some other 
gentleman came from Scotland to 
prove that absenteeism was no evil 
to Ireland ; and it was difficult to ima» 
gine any absurdity, however mon- 
strous, which some philosophers might 
not be found, upon the most liberal 
Rnd Indisputable principles, to at- 
tempt to prove. 

Mr Ware said, that it did not seem 
to him that the hon. member (Mr 
Ellice) had made out any case for 
his motion. If the introduction of 
French silks into the English market 
would have ruined our manufacturers, 
they would have been ruined long 
ago ; for our preventive service peo- 
ple admitted that spirits might be kept 
out, but that dry goods could not. 

Mr P. Moore, after describing the 
distress of the silk-weavers, implored 
government to abandon all principle, 
and think only of saving the’ people. 

Mr Palmer said, that at a meeting 
which had recently taken place, he 
had stated to his honourable friend 
(Mr Ellice,) that he felt inclined to 
support the motion for a committee. 
But he would ask of the House, whe- 
ther a speech had not been subse- 
quently delivered, which proved to 
demonstration that his hon. friend was 
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in the wrong. He bould assure his 
honourable friend that if going into 
a committee were likely to do even a 
trifling good to those individuals 
whose case he had so ably advocated, 
he would cheerfully vote with him ; 
but feeling that, so far from doing 
good, it would effect much harm» by 
holding out fallacious hopes to those 
individuals, — he must oppose the pro- 
position. 

Mr Canning : — The House, on 
the one hand, will not suspect me 
of having the bad taste, after the lu- 
minous, exposition of my right hon. 
friend, to intrude on their time, by 
discussing the whole of this vast sub- 
ject ; — on the other hand, it would 
feel that I did not do my duty by the 
Houae, by the country, or by my 
•*ight hon. friend, if, leaving to him 
the whole weight of the debate, I 
omitted to claim for myself a full par- 
ticipation in the responsibility incur- 
red by the introduction of those mea- 
sures which he has so successfully ex- 
plained and defended. It is for this 
purpose, then, that I now present 
myself to the House ; and I do so be- 
cause I have witnessed for the last 
six months, the diligent, the systema- 
tic attacks made upon the plans and 
measures, as well as upon the public 
character of my right hon. friend ; 
attacks made, no doubt, with the hope 
that they would prove injurious to 
his fame and subversive of the sound 
commercial principles which he has 
;so long and so anxiously exerted him- 
self to introduce and establish. What, 
I will ask, would be the effect of our 
going into the proposed committee ? 
The question, let it be beaten out into 
.as many shapes as you please, is sim- 
ply this, — would a prohibition of fo- 
reign silks protect our trade as well 
as our moderate duty, such as that 
proposed by my rig lit hon. friend ? 
1 will not fatigue the House by an un- 
necessary repetition of the arguments 


which have proved the negative of this 
proposition ; but» to m^ mind^ it is 
clear that a law of prohibition would 
fail as a measure of protection, while 
it would re-introduce into our system 
those vicious principles which we have 
found such difficulty in expelling from 
it. The evil which we have put down 
would ^-eappear, and, like a noisome 
weed, rapidly increase in growth, till 
it overspread the whole soil of our 
commercial industry. But, sir, this 
is not the point upon which I felt my- 
self most immediately called upon to 
answer the appeal of hon. members. 
It cannot be denied, sir, that, under 
cover of the measure which the hon. 
gentleman (Mr Ellice) has thought 
proper to bring forward, an opportu- 
nity has been taken, not by the hon. 
member, hut by others, to attack the 
commercial regulations now in pro- 
gress ; measures more seriously deli- 
berated upon, and introduced with 
the more universal consent of all those 
whose judgments were likely to be 
best enlightened on such matters, than 
any other acts of our public policy 
within my recollection. The learned 
member (Mr Williams) has not dis- 
dained to call to liis aid in the course 
of his address, all the vulgar topics 
of ribald invective with which my 
right hon. friend has been assailed 
elsewhere ; and in the spirit of these 
attacks, has attributed to him feel- 
ings unknown to his heart, and senti- 
ments utterly alien from his nature. 
And why, I ask, has my right hon. 
friend been subjected to these at- 
tacks? Because, sir, with an industry 
and intelligence never exceeded, and 
rarely equalled, he has devoted his 
daily labour and his nightly toil to 
the improvement of the coniinercial 
system of his country. Sir, when this 
attack was made, the House felt, as 
.one man, the injustice done to niy 
right hon. friend.,; and if, in addition 
to tlic conscious rectitude of hi.s own 
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mind, and to the gratifying acknow- 
ledgment by this House, of his splen- 
did exertions, he wished for another 
gratification, he had it in the univer- 
sal feeling of indignation at the at- 
tempt so wantonly made to lower 
him and his measures in the public 
opinion* And then, forsooth, came 
the assertion, that nothing personal 
was meant. — Nothing personal, sir! 
Did we not hear mention made of 
hard-hearted metaphysicians, and of 
the malignity of the devil ! Nothing 
personal ! — certainly nothing perso- 
nal to the devil, who, by the way, and 
it is a curious coincidence, is, accord- 
ing to an old ])roverb, the patron saint 
of the city which the learned gentle- 
man represents. These topics, sir, 
are as vulgar as they are unjust. 
Why is it to be supposed that the ap- 
plication of philosophy — (for 1 will 
use that odious word)— why is it to 
be supposed, that to apply the refine- 
ment of philosopliy to the affairs of 
common life, indicates obduracy of 
feeling or obtuseness of sensibility? 
We must deal with the affairs of men 
on abstract principles, modified of 
course according to tifnes and circum- 
stances. Is not the doctrine and the 
spirit which now animate those who 
persecute my right hon. friend, the 
same which, in former times, stirred 
up persecution against the best bene- 
factors of mankind? Is it not the same 
doctrine and spirit which embittered 
the life of Turgot? Is it not a doc- 
trine and a spirit such as these, which 
consigned Galileo to the dungeons of 
the Inquisition ? Is it not a doctrine 
and a spirit such as these, which 
have, at all times, been at work to 
stay public advancement, and to roll 
back the tide of civilization— a doc- 
trine and a spirit actuating little 
minds, who, incapable of reaching 
the heights from which alone extend- 
ed views of hum*an nature can be 
taken, console and revenge themselves 


by calumniating and misrepresenting 
those who have toiled to those heights, 
for the advantage of mankind. Sir, 

I have not to learn that there is a fac- 
tion in the country — Imean not a po- 
litical faction — I should, perhaps, ra- 
ther have said a sect, small in num- 
bers, and powerless in miglit, who 
think that all advances towards im- 
provement are retrogradations to- 
wards jacobinism. These persons seem 
to imagine that, under no possible cir- 
cumstances, can an honest man en- 
deavour to keep his country upon a 
line with the progress of political 
knowledge, and to adapt its course 
to the varying circumstances of the 
world. Such an attempt is branded 
as an indication of mischievous inten- 
tions, as evidence of a design to sap 
the foundations of the greatness of 
the country. Sir, I consider it to be 
the duty of a British statesman, in 
internal as well as external affairs, to 
hold a middle course between ex- 
tremes; avoiding alike the extrava- 
gancies of despotism, or the licentious- 
ness of unbridled freedom — recon- 
ciling power with liberty ; not adopU 
ing hasty or ill-advised experiments, 
or pursuing any airy and unsubstan- 
tial theories ; but, not rejecting, ne- 
vertheless, the application of sound 
and wholesome knowledge to practi- 
cal affairs, and pressing, with sobriety 
and caution, into the service of his 
country, any generous and liberal 
principles, whose excess, indeed, may 
be dangerous, but whose foundation 
is in truth. This, sir, in my mind, is 
the true conduct of a British states- 
man ; but they who resist indiscri- 
minately all improvement as innova- 
tion, may find themselves compelled 
at last to submit to innovations, al- 
though they are not improvement^;. 
My right lion, friend has been actu- 
ated by the spirit which I have en- 
deavoured to describe. Conviiiced in 
his own mind of tlic justice and ex- 
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ediency of the measure which he 
as proposed for the improvement of 
our commercial system, he has per- 
suaded the House to legislate in that 
sense ; and, as the fruits of that le- 
gislation, I anticipate increasing pros- 
perity and growing strength to the 
country. — Two objections have been 
stated to the course which ministers 
Are pursuing under the guidance of 
my right hon. friend ; we are char- 
ged with having abandoned the prin- 
ciples of Mr Pitt, and of having bor- 
rowed a leaf from the book of Whig 
policy. If the latter accusation re- 
fers to the useful and honourable sup- 
port which we have received on ques- 
tions of commerce from some of those 
who are habitually our antagonists in 
politics, I have only to admit the 
fact, and to declare the satisfaction 
which I derive from it. But if it is 
meant to say that the commercial po- 
licy which we recommend to the 
country is founded on the principles 
of Whiggism, history proves that pro- 
position to be untrue. I mean neither 
praise nor blame of Whig or Tory in 
adverting to matters which passed 
long before the political existence of 
the present generation ; but, histori- 
cally speaking, 1 must say, that free- 
dom of commerce has, in former 
times, been the doctrine rather of 
Tories than of Whigs. If I look back, 
for instance, to the transactions be- 
tween this country and France, the 
only commercial treaty which I can 
find, besi^le that which was signed by 
me and my right hon. friend but the 
other day, since the peace of Utrecht, 
is the convention of 1786. But, by 
whom w’as the convention of 1786 
proposed and supported? — by Mr 
Pitt. By whom was it opposed ? — ^by 
Mr Fox. I will not go into the ar- 
guments which might be used on 
either side. I enter not into the ques- 
tion, who was right or wrong. I 
mention the circumstance only to 


show how easily facts are pervertetl fof 
particular purposes of vituperation- 
Equally false arc the grounds of the 
charge brought against us of having 
deviated from the principles of our 
great master. Sir, I deny that we 
have departed from the general prin- 
ciples o^Mr Pitt. It is true, indeed, 
that no man, who has observed the 
signs of the times, can have failed to 
discover in the arguments of our op- 
ponents, upon this occasion, a secret 
wish to renew the Bank restriction ; 
and it is upon that point, and with 
respect to measures leading in our ap- 
prehension to that point, that we are 
accused, and not unjustly, in differ- 
ing from those who accuse us — that we 
are charged with a deviation from 
the principles of Mr Pitt, because we 
declared our determination not to re- 
new an expedient which, though it 
was forced upon Mr Pitt by the parti- 
cular circumstances of t he times, is one 
that ought not to be dragged into a 
precedent. It never surely can be 
quoted as a spontaneous act of delibe- 
rate policy ; and it was an act, he it re- 
membered, of which Mr Pitt did not 
live to witness those consequences 
which effectually deter his successors 
from the repetition of it. But it is 
singular to remark how ready some 
people are to admire in a great man, 
the exception rather than the rule of 
his conduct. Such perverse worship 
is like the idolatry of barbarous na- 
tions, who can see the noonday splen- 
dour of the sun without emotion ; 
but who, when he is in eclipse, come 
forward with hymns and cymbals to 
adore him. Thus there are those 
who venerate Mr Pitt less in the 
brightness of his meridian glory, than 
under his partial obscurations, and 
who gaze on him with the fondest 
admiration when he has accidentally 
ceased to shine. My admiration, on 
this side only of idolatry,** of that great 
man, is called forth by the glorious 
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course which he ran» and the illume 
nation which he shed over his country, 
Hut I do not think it the duty of a 
most zealous worshipper to adopt 
even the accidental faults of the iU 
lustrious model whom we vainly en- 
deavour to imitate. I do not think 
it a part of fealty to him to adopts 
without necessity, measureawhich ne- 
cessity alone forced upon him! Tread- 
ing, with unequal pace, in his steps, 
1 do not think it our duty to select 
by preference, those footmarks in 
which, for a moment, and from the 
sUppevincss of the times, he may have 
trodden awry. 

The House divided — 

For the motion, 40 — Against it, 
222 — Majority, 182. 

The changes — absolutely necessary 
changes we think— which had been 
made the previous session in the Na- 
vigation Laws, were particularly of- 
fensive to the shipping interest ; the 
persons connected with which, like 
those engaged in the silk trade, as- 
sailed Parliament with complaints 
that they were eventually to be ruin- 
ed, unless government retraced its 
steps, and again resorted to the old 
restrictive and prohibitive system. 
The question as to the propriety of 
these changes, was manfully brought 
forward, in the House of Commons 
by Mr Huskisson himself, the chief 
author of them, on May 12 ; and his 
speech on the occasion had the effect 
of giving a quietus to the question, at 
least for that session. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 14, Mr Huskisson, 
in moving the order of the day for the 
House to resolve itself into a commit- 
tee on the Navigation Laws, wished 
to offer a brief explanation. Two 
treaties were before the House, en- 
tered into by this country with the 
Independent States of La Plata and 
^Colombia, in whieJh treaties was in- 


serted a stipulation that, for a certain 
number of years, ships not built in 
those countries, but manned by their 
subjects, should be allowed to hold 
intercourse with Great Britain upon 
the same terms as if they were in fad 
8h|||tt built in the ports of La Plata 
or Colombia. By the existing Navi- 
gation Laws, ships built in any foreign 
country, bringing the produce of that 
country, and manned by its subjects, 
were entitled to admission, and to 
certain privileges. That principle it 
was right to maintain : but when ' 
countries suddenly passed from tlie 
contfition of colonies to that of inde- 
pendence, they could have few or 
ships of their own, and they could 
have no reciprocal commerce, at least ' 
with Great Britain, if the provisions 
of the Navigation Laws were rigidly 
enforced. It had, therefore, been 
thought a fair arrangement f ‘or a cer- 
tain number of years, until the new 
states could build ships of their own, 
and place themselves on a footing 
with other countries, that they should 
be allowed to send their produce and 
manufactures in foreign bottoms, and 
that those foreign bottoms should en- 
joy the same privileges as national 
vessels. The alteration now pro- 
posed in the Navigation Laws, was to 
legalize this provision in favour of the 
states of La Plata and Colombia, 
making at the same time such ar- 
rangements as would require the due 
proportion of bond fide native crews. 
He proposed also to give the Oown 
a prospective power of making simi- 
lar arrangements with other states 
that might establish independent go- 
vernments under the same circum- 
stances. He should move for leave 
to bring in a bill to enable his Majes- 
ty to carry these stipulations into ef- 
fect. 

. After a few remarks by Mr Robert- 
son, Mr Heathcote, and others, the 
House resolved itself into a cpminifc- 
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tee of the whole House, and agreed, 
on the motion of Mr Huskisson, to a 
resolution for making application to 
the House, for leave to bring in a 
bill to carry into e6ect treaties of 
commerce entered into with certain 
^countries of South America, wl||ph 
are not at present provided with na* 
tional mercantile shipping.” 

The House tlien resumed, and the 
bill was subsequently brought in. 

On February 22, the bill was read 
a second time. 

On Friday, May 12, Mr Huskibson, 
on rising to move for returns relative to 
British shipping, seamen, &c., spoke, 
in substance, as follows : — “ Sir, tlie 
House is aware that our Navigation 
Laws have a two -fold object ; first, to 
create and maintain in this country a 
great commercial marine; and se- 
condly, to prevent any one other na- 
tion from engrossing too large a por- 
tion of the navigation of the rest of 
the world. Acting upon this system, 
the general rule of our policy has 
been to limit, as much as possible, 
the right of importing the productions 
of foreign countries into this countr}’^, 
cither to ships of the producing coun- 
try, or to British ships. But, when 
I state that the first object of our na- 
vigation system was to create and up- 
hold a great commercial mai'iue, I 
think I may add, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that that object could not 
have been effected solely by regula- 
tions, restrictions, or prohibitions, 
however judiciously devised. The 
only true and durable foundation of 
a large commercial marine is to be 
laid in the means of affording to it be- 
neficial employment. These two 
great elements of our power and 
wealth are, of necessity, closely and 
intimately connected. J do not meali 
to say that their interests are always 
identii^d. 1 am, however, at the same 


time, bound to say, that those regu- 
lations are founded en the first and 
paramount law of every state,*— the 
highest ground of political necessity^ 
—the necessity of providing for our 
own safety and defence ; the neces- 
sity of being prej)ared to afford secu- 
rity to our numerous colonial posses- 
sions scattered throughout all the seas 
of the world ; the necessity of pro- 
tecting the different branches of our 
widely-spread commerce against all 
the risks attendant on a state of war ; 
and, lastly, the necessity of preserving 
our ascendancy on the ocean. En- 
tertaining these opinions, I am as 
ready as any man can possibly be, to 
say that it is our duty, on all occa- 
sions, to look to the peculiar nature 
of this state necessity; and that, 
whenever the interests of commerce 
and navigation cannot be reconciled, 
the feeling which ought to be upper- 
most in our minds should be, that the 
interests of commerce, in all such in- 
stances, ought to give way, and those 
of navigation to have the preference. 
I begin with laying it down as a ge- 
neral position, that, in looking to the 
interest of the ship-owner, we ought 
not to cramp commerce beyond the 
degree which state necessity requires 
for the protection of our navigation. 
The questions, therefore, which we 
have to consider are these : — First, 
whether the alterations which have 
been made in the system of our Navi- 
gation Laws have, or have not, expo- 
sed the great public interests, for the 
support of which that system was 
established, to jeopardy and hazard ? 
Secondly, whether those alten^tions 
are such as to have placed any parti- 
cular branches of the shipping inte- 
rest of the country in a situation of 
difficulty, such as to entitle them to 
specific consideration.?* Thirdly, whe- 
ther, in the alterations which have 
been adopted, his Majesty's govern- 
ment iiavc been attuated by a mere 
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gratuitous desire to make experi- 
ments, and to try the effect of inno- 
vation ; or whether those alterations, 
even if attended with some inconve- 
nience to particular interests, were 
not called for by circumstances, in 
order to obviate greater inconveni- 
ence which might have arisen to the 
general interest, if we had rigidly 
persisted in the course whicli we for- 
merly pursued ? The great charter 
of the navigation system of this coun- 
try is the act of the twelfth of Charles 
II. The different modes which that 
act provided for the encouragement of 
shipping, may be arranged under the 
five following heads: — First, the 
Fisheries. It was our interest to take 
care that so much of those produc- 
tions as might be wanted for the con- 
sum [)t ion of Great Britain, should be 
exclusively procured by British in- 
dustry, and imported in British ships. 
'Fhis is so simple and reasonable a 
rule, that, in this part of our naviga- 
tion system, no alteration whatever 
has been made. The second object 
which the Navigation Laws had in 
view, was to give to the shipping of 
this country employment in what is 
called the Coasting Trade. In this 
important part of our policy also 
there appears to be no motive for al- 
teration. The third object of our na- 
vigation system was the European 
Trade. The rule laid down, with re- 
gard to that trade, was, that the ships 
of the other states of Europe were to 
l>e at liberty to bring, from any port 
in Europe, any article of European 
production, with the exception of cer- 
tain articles, since known in trade by 
the name of 'enumerated articles.' 
With respect to these, the exception 
was this — that they should not be 
brought to our ports in any other 
than British ships, or ships of the 
country in which they were produced, 
proceeding directly from such coun- 
try to this. I'his ^as the general state 


ef the law, in respect to European 
commerce. Its provisions, however, 
were more rigorous and exclusive to- 
wards Flolland and the Low Countries. 
The fourth object of our navigation 
system was to regulate our commerce 
with Asia, Africa, and America. The 
rule of law on this head was, that no 
article, the produce of either of those 
three quarters of the globe, should be 
allowed to be brought into an Eng- 
lish port, except in a British ship. 
The fifth and last part of the system 
of our Navigation Laws related to our 
colonies. The principle on which we 
actdil towards those colonies was 
strictly to confine them, in all matters 
of trade, to an intercourse with the 
mother country. This, I apprehend, 
is a fair summary of our Navigation 
Laws, as those laws existed from the 
twelfth of Charles II., down to the 
year 1783. In mentioning this latter 
period, I advert toit now as the com- 
mencement of that miglity cliange in 
the state of the wi»rld, the foundation 
of which had been then laid in the 
progress, and unfortunate issue, ol 
the American war. Sir, the war 
which began in the year 1756, coni- 
monly called the Seven Years' war, 
was a war for colonial privileges, co- 
lonial claims, and colonial ascenden- 
cy. In the course of that war, British 
skill and British valour placed in the 
hands of this country Quebec and tlie 
Havannah. By the* capture of these 
fortresses. Great Britain became mis- 
tress of the colonial destinies of the 
western world. What use we made 
of our successes in that quarter, I 
will not now stop to inquire. But if 
the proceedings of the government 
of this country, after the peace of 
1763, be closely examined, we shall 
find, that many of the causes which, 
ten years afterwards, led to the un- 
fortunate rupture with our then colo- 
nies, now the United States of Ame- 
rica, may be traced to our unseason- 
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able attempts to enforce, m their 
most rigid and exclusive application, 
our Colonial and navigation system* 
One instance of the character of that 
legislation will be sufficient. A ship 
from our American possessions^ laden 
with their produce, was stranded on 
the coast of Ireland. It will naturally 
be supposed, that the cargo was land- 
ed, and the ship repaired, in that 
country. No such tiling. The law 
compelled the owners to send another 
English ship from England, for the 
purpose of bringing away the cargo. 
It is generally believed, that the at- 
tempt to tax our American coloiVies, 
without their consent, was the sole 
cause of the separation of those colo- 
nies from the mother country. But, 
if the wdiole history of the period be- 
tween the year 1763 and the year 
1773 be attentively examined, it will, 
I think, be abundantly evident, that, 
although the attempt at taxation may 
have contributed somewhat to hasten 
the explosion, the train had been 
long h?id, in the severe and exasper- 
ating efforts of this country, to en- 
force, with inopportune and increa- 
sing rigour, the strictest and most an- 
noying regulations of our colonial and 
navigation code. The result is well 
known. The country found itself en- 
gaged in a civil war. That war, in 
its progress, involved us in the great- 
est difficulty and embarrassment. Ire- 
land, towards which we had acted in 
the same spirit of commercial jea- 
lousy, took advantage of our difficul- 
ties. To the parliament and volun- 
teers of Ireland, we had also to capi- 
tulate. The peace with America gave 
the first great blow to the navigation 
system of this country. It was im- 
possible lor us, in this new state of 
things, to enforce the system of our 
Navigation Laws. After the peace of 
1783, each of the different States, 
then composing the Union, was at li- 
berty to act independently of the 


others, in matters relating to its trade 
with foreign countries. Accordingly^ 
almost every State established a dfc 
ferent rule of commercial intercourse 
with this country. The general cha- 
racter, however, of their legislation 
was conceived in a spirit of peculiar- 
hostility to Great Britain. This state 
of things continued until the year 
1787, when the general congress met, 
and one uniform system of commer- 
cial policy was laid down. By that 
system, a heavy blow was aimed at 
the navigation system of this coun- 
try. It was resolved, that all foreign 
ships, trading to America, should pay 
half a dollar — which was afterwards 
raised to a dollar — per ton duty, be- 
yond what was paid by national ships. 
And further, that goods imported in 
foreign vessels should pay a duty of 
ten per cent, over and above what 
was demandable on the same descrip- 
tion of goods imported in American 
vessels. This system was likely to be- 
come seriously prejudicial to this couru 
try. The proper authorities, therefore, 
set about considering what w’^as to be 
done in order to counteract it. After 
inquiry, and a long struggle to coun- 
teract the navigation system of Ame- 
rica, this country found it necessary 
to adopt the system of reciprocity, on 
which, since the year 1815, the com- 
mercial intercourse between the two 
countries has been placed. In the 
practical consequences of this ar- 
rangement, our adherence to another 
part of our Navigation Laws, appears 
to me to have shackled the shipping 
interest of this country. Our law still 
provides that goods, the produce of 
Asia, Africa, or America, shall not be 
imported in foreign ships, unless they 
be the ships of the country of which 
the goods are the produce. The 
Americans retaliate this restriction by 
applying it to all goods the produce 
of Europe. An American ship tra- 
ding to this country has, iu conse- 
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qtienoe, a great advantage over a Bri- 
tish ship trading to America. The 
American vessel, on her voyage to 
England, is* freighted with a cargo 
wholly produced in the United States. 
She has nothing else to bring here. 
For her return to America she may 
load in the ports of this country with 
a cargo, partly the produce or manu- 
facture of Great Britain, and partly of 
any other country. The British ship 
is debarred from this advantage. Her 
cargo, when trading to the United 
States, must be exclusively of British 
origin. Is it not, therefore, fairly to 
be presumed, that a further relaxation 
of our system, would be rather an ad- 
vantage than an injury to the ship- 
ping interest? Shortly after the com- 
mercial legislation of the United 
States had assumed, in 1787, a regu- 
lar shape, and an uniform character, 
the war of the French Revolution 
broke out ; a war which lasted near- 
ly a quarter of a century. It is cer- 
tain that the commerce of the United 
States was greatly benefited by the 
war. It is equally true, that Great 
Britain did extend her commercial 
marine, in spite of all difficulties, 
wdiilst that of the other countries of 
Europe was greatly reduced. Peace 
being restored in 1815, and with it, 
the independence of the states which 
had been incorporated with France, 
the commerce of the world began to 
revert to its ancient channels. This 
gave a check to the shipping of the 
United States, which was also felt by 
the shipping of this country. Besides 
this material circumstance, there were 
others, which had a natural tendency 
to interfere with, and diminish, the 
employment for shipping in this coun- 
try. The first to which I shall allude 
is the abolition of the slave trade. I 
may, 1 think, fairly adduce the abo- 
lition, of that trade as having taken 
away one source of employment. — 
After the general pacification of E\i» 


rope, we insisted upon the powers of 
Barbary desisting from the practices 
of maritime warfare. Whilst this 
system was tolerated, scarcely any 
trading vessels, those of Great Bri- 
tain excepted, could navigate that 
sea in safety. However high-minded 
in principle, it is not the less true 
that the result of our interference 
was injurious to the shipping inte- 
rest of this country, in the Mediter- 
ranean. With the termination of hos- 
tilities, there was necessarily a dimi- 
nished demand for ships in the public 
servij^e. The greatest proportion of 
those which had been taken up as 
hired transports was discharged. 
The diminution is not less than 1226 
vessels, amounting to 270,382 tons. 
In the next place, we had to sell out 
of the King's service a number of 
vessels of small burden. Of this 
class, there has been sold no less a 
number than 333, the amount of 
their tonnage being 93,530 tons. But 
this is not all. During the last war, 
we were obliged, in almost all cases, 
to place our merchant ships under 
the protection of convoy. Four or 
five hundred merchantmen were some- 
times collected together atone point, 
before the required protection couhl 
be afforded them. And when, at 
length, these large bodies did pro- 
ceed to sea, they were under the ne- 
cessity of keeping together ; so that 
the rate of sailing, during a whole 
voyage, was necessarily to be regu- 
lated by the progress of the slowest 
sailing vessel. In time of peace it is 
otherwise. Ships can then traverse 
the ocean singly, without fear of in- 
terruption ; and in their passage from 
one port to another, as well as in 
loading and unloading, every exertion 
is used to ensure dispatch. Upon the 
whole, I shall not be overstating the 
proportion when I say that two-thirds 
of the number of vessels, necessary 
in time of war, are fully sufficient for 
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all tlie purposes of the samd extent of 
commerce, in time of peace. — There 
is yet another circumstance to which, 
before I quit this part of the subject, 
I must refer. I mean the alteration 
made in the 3 'ear 1815, in the foreipjn 
corn trade of the country. During 
the war, this trade afforded regular 
employment to no inconsiderable 
quantity of shipping, but since the 
law has been altered, and the ports 
have been generally shut against the 
importation of foreign corn, that em- 
ployment has ceased. I must now 
crave the indulgence of the IJouse 
while 1 show what was the situation 
of this country, with regard to its 
shipping, previous to the last war. In 
1792, one of the most prosperous 
ears which the country has ever 
nown, — the number of registered 
sliips in the several ports of the Bri- 
tish empire w as 1(),()79 ; the amount 
of their tonnage 1,510,145 tons. In 
the present year, that is to say, in the 
year ended the 3Ut of Dec. 1825, 
the number of registered ships was 
24 , 174 , ; and the amount of their 
tonnage 2,542,21G tons ; showing an 
increase of one-third in the number 
of ships, and of two-fifths in the ton- 
nage, w^ithin that period. In 1815, 
the number w'as 24,860, and the 
amount of their tonnage 2,681,726 
•tons. It appears, therefore, that 
there has been, since the conclusion 
of the war, a decrease in our shipping 
of 686 vessels, and 139,060 tons. 
From tlie returns, I find that the num- 
ber of ships built, last year, in the se- 
veral ])orts of the British dominions, 
exceeded the number built in any one 
year of the whole period to which I 
have referred. In the year 1814, 
when tlie war with France first ter- 
minated, the number of ships built 
was 818 ; the amount of their ton- 
nage, 95,976 tons. Last year the 
number of‘shij)S built was 1312; the 
amount of their tonnage 171,827 ivm. 


So that in fact the tonnage of the 
ships built last year was little short 
of double the tonnage of those built 
in the year 1814, and exceeded con- 
siderably that of any year upon re- 
cord. The only other comparison, 
growing out of the documents which 
I hold in my hand, is that of the 
iiumbei; of ships which have entered 
inwards, and cleared outwards, to and 
from the ports of (keat Britain, in 
the several years since the alterations 
which are objected to in our Naviga-- 
tion Laws. I will confine the com- 
parison to the returns of vessels, Bri- 
tish and foreign, entering inwards ; 
1 find, that, in the year ended the 
25th of Dec. 1824, the number of 
British vessels that entered inwards 
was 19,164, and the amount of their 
tonnage 2,364,249 tons. The num- 
ber of foreign vessels that entered in- 
wards, during the same year, was 
5280, the amount of their tonnage 
being 694,880 tons. In the year ended 
the 25th of Dec. ltS25, — a year in 
which the modifications made in our 
Navigation Laws were in lull opera- 
tion, — the number of British vessels 
that entered inwards was 21,78() ; 
the amount of their tonnage 2,786,844 
tons. The number of foreign vessels 
that entered inwards in tliat year had 
increased to 6561, and the amount of 
their tonnage to 892,601 tons. Tlie 
year 1825 was, it is well known, a 
year of unexampled speculation in 
every branch of cciiimerce. And 
what, as regards British shipping, wan 
the result } Why, that the positive 
increase of British vessels entered in- 
wards, as compared with the year 
1824, was 2622; and of tonnage 
422,595 tons ; while the increase of 
foreign vessels entered inwards, du- 
ring the same year, was in number 
1281 ; and in tonnage 197,721 tons. 
The attention of the House has been 
specially referred to the sUite of the 
trade between this country and the 
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northern parts of Europe, especially 
Prussia. I must beg leave to enter 
rather more specifically into that part 
of the case. The number of British 
ships trading to the ports of Prussia 
in the year 1 824, was 470 ; in tlie 
year 1825, 942 ; being more than 
double the number of tlie preceding 
year. The number of Prussian ships 
which came to this country, in the 
year 1824, was 682; in 1825, the 
number was 887 ; being an increase 
of about one-fourth. Having advert- 
ed to tlie apprehensions which are 
entertained respecting our trade with 
the ports of the Baltic, I liavc natu- 
rally been most anxious to sift to 
the bottom this important part of our 
inquiry. Fortunately, the state paper 
office has furnished me with these re- 
turns, this account I hold in my hand, 
from the year 1783, to the year 1792. 
I also hold in my hand a similar ac- 
count, from the year 1816 to the year 
. 1 825, both inclusive. Thetotal number 
of ships which passed the Sound was : 


Ships of all 
British ships, other nations. 


the year 

1821 . 

■ 2819 

. 6358 

Do. 

1822 , 

. 3097 

. 5.386 

Do. 

18:^3 . 

. 3016 

. 6187 

Do. 

1821 

. 3510’ 

. 6<)78 

Do. 

1825 , 

. 5186 

. 7.')7-l 


In the hope of finding some remedy 
for shipping difficulties, the House, in 
the year 1 820, appointed a select com- 
mittee to iiKpiire into the state of our 
foreign commerce. One change re- 
commended by that committee, in the 
Navigation T/aws,was to the following 
effect; — to allow the importation of 
‘ enumerated articles’ in the shi[)s of 
any country into which they had been 
previously imported. The recom- 
mendation of the committee was 
adopted by the legislature. That this 
relaxation has been beneficial to our 
commerce and navigation is now, I 
believe, placed beyond all doubt. It 
' was desirable, also, ft)r the interest of 
our foreign trade, that we should no 


longer rigidly adhere to that part of 
the navigation act which prohibited 
the importation of the ^ enumerated 
articles/ if brought from countries 
other than those of which they were 
the produce. Such a restraint, it is 
hardly necessary to say, could not 
fail frequently to prevent specula- 
tions of trade. It interfered, like- 
wise, to prevent the advantageous as- 
sortment of cargoes, and other com- 
mercial arrangements, as w'cll in 
foreign ports as in the ports of this 
country ; and, in this and many other 
ways# contributed, directly and in- 
directly, to diminish the employment 
for British shipping. — Another alter- 
ation in our navigation system has 
since been adopted, which certainly 
ought not to have been so long de- 
layed. This alteration consists in 
putting the trade between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland upon the footing of 
a coasting trade. But these were 
not the only deviations from the an- 
cient rules of our navigation system. 
There has grown up over the whole 
continent of America, a situation of 
affairs similar to that which the Uni- 
ted States presented, after their se- 
paration from the mother country. 
This change, from a colonial to an 
independent existence, necessarily 
draws after it, in eacli particular case, 
the application of the new rule, which, 
as I have already stated, unavoidably 
grew out of the independence of the 
United States. The first application 
of that rule occurred in respect to 
Brazil. This principle has been ex- 
tended from time to time, as new 
states have risen up in America. Those 
states were anxious to encourage their 
commercial marine, by granting ex- 
clusive advantages to their own ship- 
ping, and imposing certain restric- 
tions upon that of this country. This 
disposition was frequently manifested 
by the ministers of those states ; and 
certainly there are not wanting soiue 
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who arc constantly endeavouring to 
excite in these new countries a jea- 
lousy of the naval power of Great 
Britain. I lave we acquiesced in these 
views ? Have we compromised any of 
the acknowledged principles of ma- 
ritime law? No, sir — whilst we liavc 
explicitly refused to listen to any 
such compromise, we have disarmed 
all suspicion as to our commercial 
pretensions, by frankly declaring, that 
Ave sought no exclusive advantages 
for British ships or British trade, and 
that the principle of our intercourse 
with the new states, as with the old 
states of the w’orld, would be that of 
a fair and equal reciprocity. I'his 
brings me to the gravamen of the 
charge made against his Majesty's 
government ; namely, the step taken 
by them, in furtherance of this prin- 
ciple, by the introduction of a law, 
enabling the Crown, with the advice 
cd'lhe Privy Council, to remit all dis- 
criminating duties on the goods and 
shipping of such countries, as may 
agree to impose no higher charges or 
duties upon British sliips, and the 
goods imported therein, than upon 
their o^^ n ships, andthe like goods iin- 
j)orted in such ships. If the system of 
discriminating duties for the encou- 
ragement of shipping were a secret 
known to tliis country alone; if a si- 
milar system were not, or could not 
be, put in force in every other coun- 
try, I should not he standing here to 
vindicate the measure to which I have 
just referred. 8o long as, in fact, no 
independent trading community ex- 
isted out of Europe, and so long as the 
old governments of Europe looked 
upon these matters as little deserving 
their attention, and were content, 
either from ignorance or indifference, 
not to thwart our system, it would 
have been wrong to disturb any part 
of it. But is this the present state of 
the world? Did not the Unite<I States 
of America, for the purpose of rai- 


sing to themselves a great commercial 
marine, and of counteracting our Na- 
vigation Laws, adopt, in their utmost 
rigour, the rules of* those laws? ('an 
weshutoureyestothe fact, tliat othei 
nations have followed, or are follow- 
ing, their example ? Do we not see 
them, one after the other, taking a 
leaf out of our own book ? Is not 
every government in Europe, if pos- 
sessed of sca-ports, now u>ing its ut- 
most endeavours to force a trade, and 
to raise up for itself a commercial 
marine ? Have we not boasted of our 
Navigation Laws, till we have taught 
other nations to believe, (however er- 
roneous that belief,) that they are al- 
most the otdy requisite, or, at least, 
the.y/we^///^/ ;/om, of commercial wealth 
and of maritime power? Did these 
vauntings excite no envy, no spirit 
of rivalry, no countervailing opposi- 
tion in otlier countries ? Did tlicsiu*' 
cess of the Ignited States of* America 
create no desire in those countries to 
follow lier oxa\nple ? — It wouhl be 
worse than idle, it wouhl be danger- 
ous, to dissemble to ourselves llie 
great changes whicli have heeii 
wrought, since the establishment of 
American independence, in the views 
and sentiments of* J'airope, upon ail 
matters connected with commerce aixl 
navigation. I'hey now occupy a 
leading share in the attention of al- 
most every govennncMit. 'Lhey are 
everywhere a subject of general in- 
quiry and interest. In this altered 
state of the world, it became our duty 
seriously to inquire, whether a system 
of commercial hostility, of wliich tlie 
ultimate tendency is mutual prohibi- 
tion, was a contest in which England 
was likely to gain. I will lay aside, 
for the moment, every consideration 
of a higher nature, moral or j)olitical, 
which would naturally lead us to look 
with some repugnance to the enga- 
ging in such a contest. 1 will equally 
lav aside all consitieration for ttic in- 
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terest of our manufacturers, and for 
the general well-being of our popula- 
tion ; and I will view tlie quebtion 
«oleIy ill reference to the shipping in- 
terest. What are these discriminating 
duties, but a tax upon commerce and 
navigation? Will not the hefiviest 
share of that tax fall, therefor^, upon 
those who have the greatest amount 
of shipping and of trade ? Before we 
embark in such a contest, we owe it 
to the character of the country, as 
well as to its interests, to satisfy our- 
selves, — tirst, that it is necessary for 
its welfare ; and, secondly, that once 
committed to the trial with all the 
commercial powers of Europe, the 
country would have the firmness and 
fortitude necessary to go through with 
it. J)o not let gentlemen too hastily 
decide this last point in the aflirma- 
tive. Let them call to their recol- 
lection the famous orders in council ; 
—let them, above all, bear in mind, 
that we have yet had but one trial of 
this discriminating warfare, — the trial 
with the United States of America, — 
and that we came out of that trial, 
after several years’ perseverance, by 
conceding the very object, for the 
maintenance of which it had been 
carried on. Would it be politic or 
dignified to engage in a like struggle 
in Europe, with the risk of arriving 
at the same result? In commerce, in 
navigation, in naval power, and ma- 
ritime pretensions, the United States 
arc our most formidable rival ; and 
we are now arraignetl for not with- 
holding from Prussia and Denmark, 
what parliament and the country, ten 
years ago, concurred in yielding to 
America ! — Lhider what circumstances 
did I’higland found her navigation 
system? When her commercial ma- 
rine was comparatively insignificant, 
her wealth inconsiderable, before ma- 
nufactures were established, and when 
.she exported corn, wool, and other 
raw materi.ils ; — when, on the other 


iiand, Holland and the Netherlands 
were rich, possessed of great manu- 
factures, and of the largest portion of 
the carrying trade of Europe and the 
world. What has followed ? The com- 
mercial marine of the latter countries 
has dwindled away, and that of Great 
Britain is now immense. But, in the 
progress of the change, England is 
become the great seat of manufac- 
tures and trading wealth, frequently 
importing, and never exporting, corn; 
drawing rawmaterials from, and send- 
ing o*it manufactured goods to, all 
parts of the world. This was our 
state, though in a far less degree 
than at present, when America be- 
came independent. She started by 
applyingtowards us the system, which 
we had applied towards Holland. She 
was then poor, with a very small com- 
mercial marine, without manufac- 
tures, having corn and raw materials 
to export ; — and we know what her 
shipping now is. Let us for a mo- 
ment suppose that, at all hazards, we 
have embarked in this warfare of 
counteracting duties. They who re- 
commend this policy have no right to 
assume that, in the progress of the 
struggle, the discriminating duties 
imposed by the foreign country (Prus- 
sia, for example) on British shipping, 
will not be, at least, equivalent to the 
like duties levied in Lngiand on Prus- 
sian shipping. The United States 
did not content themselves with equi- 
valency, — they went more boldly to 
work ; — so might any Europeanpower. 
If equivalent duties be established on 
both sides, how will they operate? 
Our principal exports to the north of 
Europe are manufactured goods and 
colonial produce ; our imports— tim- 
ber, hemp, flax, pitch, tar, (occasion- 
ally corn,) and other raw materials. 
The former must be sold dearer in 
the foreign country, the latter in this 
country, — by all the amount ol the 
tax. VVhat is this in the foreign 
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roiinlry, but a premium a^jfainst our 
luaiiuractures, iu favour of tlie rival 
manufactures of other states, or of the 
importinp^ state itself; — and in this 
country, but a tax upon raw materi- 
als requisite for carrying on our own 
manufactures ? If the end of this war- 
fare should be, that each country 
should export its own productions in 
its own ships, and no country import 
the productions of another in the ships 
of that other, which would be the 
greatest loser, the country manuhic- 
turing, or the country producing the 
raw materials ? Indeed, I have no 
doubt I shall be told by some prac- 
tical men that all this is theory, to 
which they have a short answer. 
That answer is, ^ Wc do not want 
anything from the Baltic.* I be- 
lieve the Baltic can do to the full as 
well withou us ns wc can do without 
the Baltic. We import quite as mucli 
timber from Canada as can be used 
for the purposes for which that tim- 
ber is fit. For other and more im- 
portant purposes, w^e w ant timber of 
better and more durable qualities. 
Whilst I entreat the House to bear in 
mind the circumstances which I have 
already stated, in respect to the ge- 
neral feeling wdiich prevails in the 
maritime countries of Europe and in 
America, I must now call their atten- 
tion to the steps which had been ac- 
tually taken by Prussia, (the first 
power, after the United Slates, with 
which wc entered into a treaty upon 
this subject,) before the negotiation 
of that treaty was entertained by his 
Majesty’s government. I liold, sir, 
in iny hand a report made on the 6th 
of August, 1822, by the British con- 
sul at Dantzic, also reports of the 
vice-consuls at Konigsberg and Me- 
mcl, to the Secretary of State for I'o- 
reign A Hairs. — (The fir»t of these wms 
read by the rigfit hon. gentleman, and 
was as follows :) 


Extract of a lyispalchfrom Mr Cou* 
siil Gihson, dated Dantzic^ the ^ih 
August, 1822. 

^ My Lord — I do myself the ho- 
nour to transmit t(» your lordsldp a 
translation of the Order of Cabinet 
(whiclicl have only now been able to 
procure) respecting an iiuTcasc of tlic 
government port-charges in tln‘ Prus- 
sian ports, on vessels l)elonging to 
countries between which and Prussia 
no reciprocity has been fixed by treaty, 
or which do not otlierwise treat Prus- 
sian ships and their cargoes as advan- 
tageously as their ow n. Prussia has 
made arrangements wdth Htdland, 
Denmark, and America, for establish- 
ing a recipiaxaty in this res])ect, and 
the present regulation lias evid<'ntly 
for its object to indiiee other countries, 
parliciilarlj/ Britain, to enter into a 
similar arrangement. At })rescnt, 
Prussian, Dutch, Danish, and Ame- 
ricaui ships pay, as public }M)rt-charges 
here, about common groshes, or 
about sterling, per last of 

TOOOlbs. (about 4d 10 lbs. English,) or 
about tons Britisli measurement; 
while British and (»ther vessels pay 
about 77.^ common groshes, or about 
sterling per last, making 8 jhi. 
sterling ])er ton measurement more. 
The advance tliat is to take place will 
make, as it will be ])ayable in gold, at 
a losing valuation, viz. 

Rtcrlinpj, per 
Ton measurement. 

On ships coming in with a full cargo of 

goods, about 

Po. with a quarter of a cargo or less 21b/. 
Do. going out witli a full cargo . . 21)//. 

Do. with a quarter of a cargv> or less 1*1^//. 

Thus vessels arriving even in ballast, 
and taking a cargo back, will in fu- 
ture be burdened wdth about STJjh/. 
sterling per ton measurement more 
government port-charges than Prus- 
sian ships; which, however, is not so 
great an advantage to the latter as 
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British vessels have over Prussian 
vessels in Britain, by l)aying lower 
port charges, light money, &c. and 
less duty on the cargo, if of timber 
for instance, which gives the chief 
employment to Prussian ships. I'he 
Prussian government make this new 
port-cliarge regulation professedly 
from the interest created by the situ- 
ation of their ship-owners, who arc 
indeed all going to ruin/ 

In such circumstances, what course 
did his Majesty’s government take ? 
W e felt it to be our duty, in the first 
instance, to communicate with the 
Ih'ussian minister in this country ; 
and our minister at Berlin was, I be- 
lieve, also directed to confer with the 
Prussian government on the subject. 
I myself Jiad a conference with the 
Prussian minister at this court, and I 
well recollect the substance of his 
reply to me; ‘ You have,* he said, 

‘ set us the example, by your port 
and light charges, and your discri- 
minating duties on Prussian ships ; 
and we have not gone beyond the 
Innits of that example/ Against such 
a rcpl}^ what remonstrance could we, 
in fairness, make to the Prussian go- 
vernment ? By others it may be said, 

‘ Your duty was to retaliate, by in- 
creasing your own port-charges and 
discriminating duties on Prussian 
shipping/ I have already stated 
generally my reasons against the po- 
licy of this latter course. We w^erc 
not prepared to begin a system of 
commercial hostility, which, if fol- 
lowed up on both sides to its legiti- 
mate consecjuences, could only tend 
to reciprocal prohibition. In this 
state of things, more prudently, as I 
contend, we entered upon an amica- 
ble negotiation with the Prussian go- 
vernment, upon the principle of our 
tr( aty with the United IStates, — that 
abolishing, on both sides, all dis- 
criminating duties on the ships and 


goods of the respective coim|;rics in 
tlie ports of the other. Having con- 
cluded an arrangement with Prussia 
upon this basis, we soon found it ne- 
cessary to do the same with some 
, other of the northern states. Similar 
conventions were accordingly entered 
into with Denmark and Sweden. Re- 
ciprocity is the foundation of all those 
conventions ; but it is only fair to 
add, that they contain other stipula- 
tions for giving facility to trade, and 
from which the commerce of this 
country, I am confident, will, in the 
result, derive considerable advantage. 
— When his Majesty’s government 
bad successively made the concession 
of these discriminating duties to the 
United States, to Prussia, to Den- 
mark, and to Sweden, 1 should have 
been ashamed of the councils of this 
country if we had liesitatcd to enter 
into a similar agreement w ith the free 
Hanseatic towns of Hamburgh, Die- 
men, and Lubeck. If we look at the 
present question, as connected with 
our maritime strength, I contend that 
there can l)e little or no danger from 
the arrangements which I have now 
described. In time of peace, it is 
well known, the policy of this coun- 
try excludes, as much as possible, 
from our commercial marine the na- 
tives of all foreign countries ; but, in 
time of war, when our native seamen 
are required for the kiiig’s service, 
we are under the necessity of admit- 
ting volunteers from other countries 
to man our merchant- ships. On the 
restoration of peace, these volunteers 
are, most of them, forced to seek em- 
ployment again in the merchantmen 
of their owm countries ; and their re- 
turn thither contributes to give in- 
creased activity to the commercial 
marine of those countries. I f, there- 
fore, by this system of extended re- 
ciprocity, a somewhat larger share ol 
the carrying trade between Ureat 
Britain and these secondary states. 
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devolve to theb shipping in time of 
peace, it is some consolation to know 
that the corresponding increase else- 
where is divided among those coun- 
tries which cannot be dangerous, and 
are likely to be most useful to us i» 
time of war. The timber trade with 
Norway has, at all times, been car- 
ried on chiefly in the ships of that 
country; they are so rudely con- 
structed as to be unfit for the convey- 
ance of almost any other article. In 
respect to the Prussian timber ships, 
they are also of a construction, very 
inferior to the shipping of this coun- 
try. We are told by most of the pe- 
titioners that they are sent to sea and 
navigated at less than one half the 
expense of British ships. If it be 
so, the restoration of the discrimina- 
ting duty, to the repeal of which 
these petitioners attribute all their 
present difficulties, would be of little 
avail to protect them. It has been 
alleged, that the Americans build 
their ships upon cheaper terms than 
we do. This I do not believe. Tim- 
ber, I admit, is cheaper in the United 
States, but almost every other article 
employed in ship-building is as dear 
as, and several of them dearer than, 
in this country. I.abour likewise is 
dearer, and the pay of the crew full 
ns high as, if not liiglier than, in 
England. After all, there is nothing 
new in the complaints now made of 
the increased employment of the 
shipping of the northern powers in 
their trade with this country. Simi- 
lar complaints were made after the 
American war. The northern powers 
bad not then complained of our ex- 
isting alien charges upon their ship- 
ping ; they had taken no steps to 
countervail those charges in their 
ports ; but did it^ follow that they 
would continue passive, if a question 
then at rest had been disturbed ? In 
rny opinion, to leave the question at 
rest as Jong as possible, was the wisest 


policy for this country. It was th^ 
policy pursued until the matter wa$ 
taken up, not by us, but by thaUmted 
States of America, and in subcessioH 
by other powers. In that state of 
things I felt, in the course ofthelaat 
session, that it would be better tp 
make qpr laws upon this point square 
with our practice ; — better, as one 
general rule, — first, to tender .to all 
nations alike, and indiscriminately, 
equal facilities of commerce and na- 
vigation, and equal inducements to 
visit the ports of this country with 
their merclmndize, either for our own 
consumption, or in the way of transit 
{entrepot) to other parts of the world : 
— secondly, to abolish all discrimina- 
ting duties aflPecting differently tfib 
like productions of foreign countries, 
and, in lieu thereof, to establish one 
uniform tariff for the whole: — and, 
thirdly, to reduce that tariff' to the 
lowest degree, consistent, in each par- 
ticular article, with the two legiti- 
mate objects of all duties,-— either 
the collection of the necessary public 
revenue, or the protection requisite 
for the maintenance of our own in- 
ternal industry.’' After alluding to the 
various concessions we had been 
forced to make to the United States, 
especially allowing their ships to trade 
directly between their own couni^y 
and our West Indian and North Agie- 
rican Colonies, the right honourable 
gentleman thus proceeded : — “ Now 
let me ask, was it politic, "was it al- 
together consistent with impartiality, 
and our friendly relations with the 
north of Europe, to grant to the slip- 
ping of tlie United States, first, in 
the trade between them and this 
country, by the treaty of 1815 ; ami, 
secondly, in the trade, by this act 
regularly legalized, between those 
states and our colonies, privileges 
which wc continued to deny to the , 
shipping of IVussia, of Denmark, of 
Sweden, of Hamburgh, and of other 
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trading communities of Europe ? Up« 
on what principle of sound policy, 
were we to continue this preference 
exclusively to a power, towards which, 
43od knows, 1 entertain no feeling of 
hostility 4iut, when 1 am speaking 
of that nation in a British House of 
Commons, it is not improper to say 
that, in matters of navigation and 
naval power, there exists towards us 
a spirit of rivalry in the United States; 
~a spiiit of which I do not com- 
plain, hut which should incline every 
Englishman to doubt the wisdom of 
any measure tending to encourage 
the growth of the commercial marine 
of America, by giving to it privileges 
greater than are permitted to the 
shipping of other states. Shipping, 
like other branches of business in this 
country, is liable to fluctuation. Last 
year, for instance, the demand far 
exceeded the means of the British 
ship-owners to supply it. Such was 
the unbridled rage for speculation, 
that our tonnage could not keep pace 
with it, and foreign vessels were taken 
up in every port of Europe, because 
British ships could not be procured. 
Connecting this rage for speculation 
with the employment of shipping, 
the House will be surprised to hear in 
what a degree the quantity of bulky 
articles from foreign countries, and 
from our possessions in North Ame- 
rica, in the last year, exceeded the 
importations of former years. In the 
year 1822, the total importation of 
timber from foreign countries was 
140,715 loads — in 1825, it amounted 
to not less than 301,548. Of flax, 
in 1822, 607,143 cwts.; in 1825, 
1,042,956 cwts. Of tallow, in 1822, 
805,238 cwts.; in 1825, 1,164,029 
cwts. Of w ool, in 1822, 19,048,879 
lbs.; in 1825, 43,700,553 lbs. Of 
linseed, in 1822, 1,411,137 bushels ; 
in 1825, 2,876,571 bushels. From 
British America — of timber, in 1822, 
345,741 loads; in 1825, 467,565 
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loads. Ashes, in 1 822, 135,983 cwts. ; 
in 1825, 210,781 cwts. Number of 
masts from all parts of the world, 
under twelve inches in diameter, in 
1822, 14,484; in 1825, 19,016;— 
above 1 2 inches in diameter, in 1 822, 
4577 loads; in 1825, 8698 loads. — 
The result of all this over-trading of 
last year, of which I have selected 
only a few instances, is the depres- 
sion which now prevails. We must 
also recollect that shipping, in com- 
mon with every other mo(ie of em- 
ploying capital and industry, when 
it se^s a foreign market, is liable to 
be affected by a competition with 
other countries, and by acts of foreign 
states, over which we can have no 
control. As far as exclusion is with- 
in our reach — in the coasting trade — 
in the fisheries — in the trade between 
this country and our foreign posses- 
sions— we grant a strict monopoly to 
the British ship-owner. It is our 
duty to maintain and enforce that 
monopoly, not for his special advan- 
tage, but for the public interest; We 
are all agreed that our commercial 
marine is the foundation of our naval 
power, and that the maintenance of 
that power is the paramount duty of 
those who administer the affairs of 
this country. In an inquiry like this, 
therefore, the most important ques- 
tion is, not the detail of each separate 
branch of our commercial marine in 
any particular year, but its aggregate 
amount at this time, compared with 
the aggregate amount at some ante- 
cedent period. Now, sir, I have al- 
ready stated what that amount was 
at the breaking out of the last w^ar in 
1793, and what it is at the present 
time. The comparison, taken by it- 
self, certainly affords no ground for 
despondency or alarm. But we are 
also to bear in mind, that in 1793, 
both the military and commercial 
marine of France and Spain were 
much more numerous than they are 
Q 
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at present. The navy of Spain, once 
so powerful, has dwindled almost to 
Nothing ; lier merchant ships have 
nearly disappeared from the ocean. 
Tlie navy of France is less numerous 
6nd less forirfidable than it was at 
the breaking out of the revolution; 
and her commercial shipping, though 
reviving since the peace, is probably, 
at this moment, not more than one 
half of its amount in 1792. Can wc 
forget the period when the combined 
fleet of the house of Bourbon was 
master of the British Channel — when 
a West India convoy was obligjd to 
assemble at Leith, and go north about, 
in order to escape capture by an 
enemy’s fleet, within sight of our 
principal sea-ports? Can wc forget 
when Gibraltar, blockaded by the 
united naval forces of those same 
powers, >vas relieved, as it were, by 
stealth? — These are among the re- 
collections which belong to the Ame- 
rican war. How different from those 
which connect themselves with the 
war ’by which it was succeeded ! 
When we began that war, in the 
course of which we achieved so many 
victories, our commercial marine was 
three-fifths of its present amount. 
Our seamen in the king’s navy, 16^000, 
instead of 30,000, their present num- 
ber. \V''e Jiad then no reserve of ve- 
teran seamen, receiving for former 
services an annual allowance from the 
state. We have now such a reserve, 
amounting to many thousands, all of 
whom are liable, upon an emergency, 
to be called upon by the Admiralty. 
But we are told a new and formida- 
ble power has grown up in the 
United States of America. I have 
already stated, that the maritime 
means of that country had been consi- 
derably benefited during the late war. 
3ut, if the commercial marine of the 
United States increased during that 
period, our own advanced in a greater 
amount. Since the restoration of a 


general peace, the shipping of botTt 
countries has rather decreased. The 
diminution in that of the United 
States has been stated at 168,000 
tons, which I believe to be fully eqiial 
to any diminution that has occurred 
in this country. If any hon. mem- 
bers entertain the opinion which ex- 
ists in some quarters, that the distress 
under which the country now labours^ 
is produced by the recent changes in 
our navigation system, and in out* 
commercial policy, let them appoint 
a da}' for the discussion of the sub- 
ject. This is the only favour I ask 
of them, and of those who heap abuse 
upon the measures in question, or 
who excite clamour out of doors 
against the individual upon wdiom 
has devolved the task, however im- 
perfectly executed, of submitting 
those measures, on the part of govern- 
ment, for the approbation and sanc- 
tion of Parliament.” — Mr Huskis- 
son concluded by moving for the re- 
turns mentioned in his speech. * 

Mr Baring said, that as to the ship- 
ping trade with the north of Europe, 
it was so much affected by our Corn 
Laws, that in considering it, those 
laws met us at every turn. The 
navies of the north of Euro|*e were 
manned by fewer hands, who were 
fed on cheaper food, and paid at a 
lower rate of wages than ours, — cir- 
cumstances which must continue as 
long as our Corn Laws remained. — 
With respect to our North American 
colonies, he thought that if we wished 
to keep them, we must give them the 
full benefit of their connexion with 
us, by opening their trade as much as 
possible in every direction. As to 
the West India colonies, the case was 
different. We knew that wc might 
irritate and tease them without dan- 
ger. Some of the islands, however, 
particularly Jamaica and Trinidad, 
were great depots for the trade of 
South America ; and If we Wished to 
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become the successful rivals of the 
French and Americans in that trade, 
we must, for the sake of our own in- 
terests, extend the benefits of free 
trade to our West India colonies. 

Mr Robertson contended, that the 
foreign shipping trading to this coun- 
try had increased threefold within 
the last four years. This ^crease 
had been occasioned by the measures 
pursued by the right hon. gentleman ; 
and besides giving this superiority 
to foreign shipping, these measures 
tended to destroy our warehousing 
system. These same measures would 
have the effect also of putting into 
the hands of the North Americans 
the whole of the trade with South 
America, which ought to belong to 
our West India colonies. He did 
not blame the abandoning a great 
part of our navigation laws ; but then 
the shipping of this country had as 
much right to protection as any other 
trade. 

Sir M. W. Ridley said, that docu- 
ments had been furnished to him, 
which placed this matter in a very 
different light to that in which it had 
been represented by the right hon. 
gentleman. From these documents, 
which contained an account of the 
entrance of shipping into the port of 
London, it appeared that there was 
no foreign country with which we 
bad carried on trade, which had not 
doubled its amount of shipping tra- 
ding to this country within the last 
few years. And with regard to the 
imports and exports, it appeared that 
imports from Sweden, Norway, and 
Russia, had been increased during 
the same period very considerably, 
whilst our exports to those countries 
had undergone a very great decrease. 
It was impossible that we could ex- 
pect our shipping interests to be suf- 
ficiently protected whilst they had to 
contena with the difficulties and dis- 
advantages which afpresent oppress- 


ed them. The expense of ship-build-* 
ing abroad was about ?/, or 81, per 
ton, whereas here it was from 16/. to 
171, A vessel from most foreign 
ports could be fitted out at one half 
the expense it could be fitted out at in 
England ; and the wages of seamen 
abroad were only 20s, or indeed fre- 
quently only i2s, Gd, per month, 
whereas here they were 3/. — in- 
deed they had been 4/. 1 Os, 

Mr Ellice said, that all that it ap- 
peared to him to be in the power of 
the right hon. gentleman to do was, 
to reduce every tax which affected 
our stiipping interests : and by this, 
and this alone, they might be enabled 
to compete with foreigners. 

Captain Gordon, in alluding to the 
increased quantity of foreign ship- 
ping which had been in our ports 
since the passing of tlie reciprocity 
acts, took occasion to observe that he 
was not at all surprised at it. Foreign 
ships could be bought and navigated 
at a much less expense than our own, 
in consequence of our ship-builders 
having to send abroad for most of 
their materials, and also in Conse- 
quence of their having to pay a greater 
sum for wages and provisions. 

Mr T. Wilson admitted that when 
the freights were high last year, we 
were enabled to compete with the fo- 
reigner ; but now that they had fallen, 
we were unequal to that competition. 

Mr Rumbold said, that there were 
certain duties affecting our shipping, 
which, though they were of small ac- 
count when considered separately, 
became of some importance when 
considered collectively. He had fre- 
quently fiigssed upon tlie House the 
necessity OT making some reduction 
in pilotage. 

Mr Hume thought that if the right 
hon. gentleman would leave out of 
his calculations the increase of our 
shipping which had taken place last 
year, in consequence of the specula- 
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dons which were tlien so pretalent, 
he would not find that there was any 
just ground for exultation in the ex- 
isting state of it. The whole of the 
difficulties of our shipping interest 
resolved themselves into the increase 
of our taxation. In 1792, the amount 
of our ships was 16,000 ; in the pre- 
sent year it was 21,000. Here was 
an increase of 50 per cent ; but the 
increase of taxation was 400 per cent. 
He advised the right hon, gentleman 
not to continue the tax upon certain 
articles used; in ship-building, as 
cordage, timber, &c. which amounted 
to at least 10 per cent on the value 
of every vessel. Now a tax of 10 
per cent on the hull of a vessel, was 
enough to make the builders direct 
the trade to any other country. He 
was convinced that unless our ship- 


owners could get provisions much 
cheaper — unless they could reduce 
the rate of wages, which might easily 
be effected by abolishing impress- 
ment — unless they could have the* 
duties on policies taken off, and the 
fees on pilotage lessened, their pre- 
sent sufferings must continue, and our 
shipping interest must be entirely 
ruined. — In conclusion, he regretted 
the outcry which had been raised 
against the principles on which the 
right hon. gentleman had been re- 
cently acting. The evils under which 
the shipping interest now laboured 
were not to be attributed to the 
diange of system, but to the weight 
of taxation under which it laboured, 
and which alone prevented it from 
flourishing. 

The motion was then agreed to. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


fJrimiml Laws.^^Court of Chancer tf. 


This system aftbrded a memorable 
instance of Mr Peefs perseverance in 
those labours^ (to reform the Criminal 
Law of England and its administra- 
tion,) by which he has acquired al- 
most boundless popularity ; and, we 
may safely say, immortal honour. 
The previous work of legislation, 
with respect to misdemeanours and 
crimes, hud all along been conduct- 
ed in the most slovenly manner, of- 
ten without the least deliberation, 
and without regard to connexion be- 
tween the new and old parts of the 
body of laws ; and hence, while the 
law's were so exceedingly multifari- 
ous, as not to be generally known, 
many of their provisions, referable to 
the same species, or class of offences, 
were perfectly discordant. Another 
inconvenience was, that penalties for 
particular offences had frequently 
been most incongruously introduced 
into, or tacked to statutes, which 
chicHy related to subjects of a totally 
different nature ; but the greatest 
evil, perhaps, of all was, that some 
statutes, from the peculiar wording 
of them, and the nice construction 
put upon that wording by the courts, 
did, in point of fact, create an impu- 
nity for certain offences genetically 
the same as those wdiich it was de- 
signed they should suppress. Closely 
connected with this latter evil was 
another, existing irv the practice of the 


courts, requiring a peculiar and very 
punetilious verbiage in the framing of 
indictments, much of it worse than 
superfluous to innocent persons when 
on their trial, but often affording to 
really guilty persons convenient loop- 
holes by which to escape. 

To remedy those^vils, Mr Peel, on 
the 9th March, moved the House of 
Commons for leave to bring in two 
bills ,* and prefaced his motion by the 
following admirable speech 

I hope, sir, that the House is 
prepared to give me its attention, 
wdiilst I explain the object of those 
measures connected with the crimi- 
nal law which I am about to sub- 
mit to its consideration. To many, I 
fear, this subject may appear barren 
and uninviting. It can borrow no 
excitement from political feelings, 
nor can it awaken the hopes or fears 
of conflicting parties ; but it involves 
higher interests, it concerns the secu- 
rity of property— the prevention of 
crime— the moral habits of the people 
—and it prefers, therefore, a just and 
imperative demand on the serious at- 
tention of parliament. I claim that 
attention on another ground. Of all 
the subjects which fall within the 
range of our deliberations, none per- 
haps has been more neglected than 
the criminal law. Inter arma nitent 
leges, is a trite remark applied to pe- 
riods of civil dissension. I fear that 
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it i^ight with equal justice be said, 
tliat amidst the excitement of party 
conflicts, the true principles which 
should regulate the criminal jurispru- 
dence of tlie country have been too 
frequently disregarded. The two 
measures which I mean to submit to 
the House, are a bill for the consoli- 
dation of the statute law of England 
relating to the crime of theft ; and a 
bill to improve the administration of 
justice in some particulars, which I 
will hereafter specify. And first, with 
respect to the bill for the consolida- 
tion of the law relating to theft. I 
resume that I shall not have to *com- 
at at the outset any objections to the 
principle of an attempt to consolidate 
and simplify the criminal law. It ap- 
pears so conformable to the dictates 
of common sense, that the law, of 
which all men afe supposed to have 
cognizance — and which all arc bound 
under heavy penalties to obey, should 
be as precise and intelligible as it can 
be made — that it is almost needless 
to fortify by reasoning or authority, 
the first impressions of the under- 
standing. If authority were required, 
I could cite some of the most illus- 
tJ’ious names that have adorned the 
civil and judicial annals of this coun- 
try, the names of lawyers and of 
statesmen. To one of these, the first 
in point of antiquity, as the first in 
weight and esteem, I will refer, and 
thus preclude the necessity of sum- 
moning other less important testimo- 
ny. The Lord Chancellor Bacon sub- 
mitted to King James I. a proposal 
for ameftding the laws of England. 
The lapse of two hundred and fifty 
years has increased the necessity of 
the measure which Lord Bacon then 
proposed, but it has produced no ar- 
gument in favour of the principle, no 
objection adverse to it, which, to use 
words of Cowley applied to Ba- 
con himself^ ^ from the mountain top 
of his exalted wit/ he did not antici- 


pate. The House will allow me to sub- 
stitute for my own imperfect expres-^ 
sions the emphatic terms in which 
Lord Bacon has recorded the sugges- 
tions of a mighty intellect. In ad-_ 
dressing his sovereign, he says that his 
object is not to tax the laws ; ^ I 
speak,' says be, * only by way of per- 
fecting them, which is easiest in the 
best things; for that which is far 
amiss hardly receiveth amendment, 
but that which hath already, to that 
more may be given. Besides, what I 
shall propound, is not to the matter 
of the laws, but to the manner of 
their registry, expression, and tradi- 
tion : so that it giveth them rather 
new light than any new nature.* — 
He proceeds to state that for the safe- 
ty and convenience of the proposal 
which he makes, ^ it is good to con- 
sider and answer those objections or 
scruples which may arise or be made 
against this work/ Objection the 
first, ^ that it is a thing needless ; and 
that the law as it now is, is in a good 
estate comparable to any foreign law ; 
and that it is not possible for the wit 
of man, in respect of the frailty there- 
of, to provide against the uncertain- 
ties and evasions or omissions of law/ 
The following is the answer of Lord 
Bacon : ^ For the comparison with 
foreign laws, it is in vain to speak of 
it, for men will never agree about it. 
Our lawyers will maintain for our mu- 
nicipal laws— civilians, scholars, tra- 
vellers will be of the other opinion/ 
— But, sir, I must interrupt my refer- 
ence to Lord Bacon by remarking 
that the lapse of years has supplied 
us with an answer to the first part of 
this objection which Lord Bacon had 
not to urge. Foreign nations have 
condensed and simplified their laws, 
and have disentitled us to vindicate 
the confusion or uncertainty of our 
own statutes, by the boast (weak and 
fruitless as an argument, if it were 
well founded,) that those statutes are 
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less confused and less uncertain than 
ihc ordinances of other states. ^ Cer- 
tain it is/ says Lord Bacon, * that 
our laws as tltey now stand arc sub- 
ject to great uncertainties, and va- 
riety of opinion, delays, and evasion/ 

* Mark/ he observes, * whether the 
doubts that arise are only in cases not 
in ordinary experience, or in cases 
which happen every day. Lf* in the 
first onl}^ impute it to the frailty of 
map^s foresight, that cannot reach by 
Jaw to all cases ; but if in the latter, 
be assured there is a fault in the law. 
There is an inconvenience of penal 
laws obsolete and out of use : for tlj^at 
it brings a gangrene, neglect, and 
habit of disobedience upon other 
wholesome laws that are fit to be 
continued in practice and execution ; 
so that our laws endure the torment 
of Mazentius. — The living die in the 
arms of tlie dead.* — The second ob- 
jection foreseen by Lord Bacon is 
this ‘ I'liat it is a great innovation, 
and innovations are dangerous be- 
yond foresight.' He replies, ^ All 
purgings and medicines, either in the 
civil or natural body, are innovations, 
so ati tliat argument is a common- 
place against all noble reformations. 
But tlic truth is, that this work ought 
not to be termed or held for any in- 
novation in the suspected sense. Be- 
sides, it is on the favourable part ; it 
easctli — it presseth not — and lastly it 
is rather a matter of order and expla- 
nation than of alteration.* — Another 
objection stated by Lord Bacon, and 
that which is perhaps most frequent- 
ly urged at present, is this ; — ^ That 
it will turn the judges, counsellors of 
law, and students of law, to school 
again, and make them to seek what 
they shall hold and advise for law — 
and it will impose a new charge upon 
all lawyers, to furnish themselves 
with new books of law.’ The reply 
is ; — ' For the former of these— 
touching the new labour, it is true it 


would follow, if the law (the common 
law) were new moulded into a text 
law, for then men must be new to 
begin, and that is one of the reasons 
for which I disavow that course. But 
in the way that I now propound, the 
entire body and substance of law shall 
remain, only discharged of idle and 
unprofitable or hurtful matter, and 
illustrated by order and other helps 
towards the better understanding of 
it and judgment thereupon. For the 
latter— touching the new charge of 
books, it is not worthy the speaking 
of in a matter of so high importance 
— iUmight have been used of the new 
translation of the Bible and other like 
works.' Lord Bacon adds this brief 
sentence, pregnant with a trufh too 
often disregarded — a truth of ever- 
lasting and universal application : — 
* Books should follow sciences, and 
qpt sciences books/ Having urged 
these reasons for the sifnplification of 
the statute law, he lays down the 
principles upon which it should be 
conducted. ^ For the reforming and 
recompiling of the Statute Law, it 
consisteth of four parts.* The first, 
‘ To discharge the books of those 
statutes, where the case by alteration 
of time is vanished ; as Lombards, 
Jews, Gauls' halfpence, &c. Those 
may nevertheless remain in the lib- 
raries of antiquities, but no reprint- 
ing of them ; the like of statutes long 
since expired and clearly repealed. 
The next is, to repeal all statutes 
which are sleeping and not of use, 
but yet snaring and in force ; in some 
of these it will perhaps be. requisite 
td* substitute some more reasonable 
law, instead of them, agreeable to the 
time ; in others a simple repeal may 
suffice. The third, that the grievous- 
ness of the penalty in many statutes 
may be mitigated, though the ordi- 
nance stands. The last is, the redu- 
cing of concurrent statutes, heaped 
Olio upon another, to one clear and 
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uniform law.* Such, Mr Speaker, 
arc the t^asons upon which I have 
uhdeitaken the measure I shall pro- 

f ote, and such the principles by which 
have guided myself in the prepara- 
tion of it. May I not addi in the con- 
cluding 'words of Lord Bacon, ‘ this 
is the best way to accomplish this ex- 
cellent work ; of honour to your Ma- 
jesty’s times, and of good to all times?' 
I will for their satisfaction produce 
another authority more recent, and 
more practical — the authority of a 
committee of the House of Commons. 
In the year 1796, a committee was 
appointed to inspect and consider all 
the temporary laws then about to ex- 
pire. ‘JThis report observes, * That a 
general revision of the statute law ap- 
pears to have been often recommend- 
ed from the throne — to have been pe- 
titioned for by both Houses of Par- 
liament— to have engaged the labouts 
of successive committees, and to have 
been undertaken by individuals un- 
der the sanction of royal and parlia- 
mentary authority, but never to have 
been carried tbrward to any degree 
of maturity. After the Restoration, 
Finch, Solicitor-General, (afterwards 
Lord Nottingham and Lord Chancel- 
lor,) Serjeant Meynard, Mr Robert 
Atkyns, Mr Prynne, and others, were 
appointed in 1666, to be a commit- 
tee, * to consider of repealing such 
statute laws as they shall find neces- ' 
sary to be repealed, and of reducing 
all statute laws of one nature, under 
such a method and head as may con- 
duce to the more ready understand- 
ing and .execution of such 
This seems to be the last recorded in- 
gtahte of this sort. ^ And thus it is,* 
says the report, ^ that parliament has 
hitherto failed to accomplish this ge- 
neral revision ; and has now suffered 
it t6^1eep for more than a century, 
although the delay of it has annually 
augmented its necessity/ Now, sir, 
what I propose is, to break this sleep 


of a century ; of more than a century 
indeed, for thirty years have passed 
away since the report of 1796> and 
each successive year has add^ its 
own heavy ^incumbrances to the sta- 
tute-book. I shall, sir, with the leave* 
of the House, present a bill uniting 
into one statute all the enactments 
that exist, and are fit to be retained, 
relating 'to the crime of theft, and to 
offences immediately connected with 
tlieft ; such, for instance, as the re- 
ceiving of stolen property. I select 
the laws relating to theft in the first 
instance, because 1 consider the crime 
oi^eft to constitute the most import- 
ant class of crime. By a reference to 
the criminal returns for England and 
Wales, it will be found that in the 
year 1825, 14,4?37 persons were char- 
ged with various crimes ; of this num- 
ber, not less than 12,500 persons 
were charged with the crime of theft. 
There were charged with burglary, 
42S ; cattle-stealing, 42 ; horse-steal- 
ing, 229 ; stealing in a dwelling-house 
to the value of forty shillings, 265 ; 
from the person, 835 ; robbery on the 
person on the highway and other 
places, 189 ; sheep-stealing, 166 ; 
simple larceny, 10,087. If any other 
offence be taken, it will be seen that 
the numbers charged with that offence 
bear a very trifling proportion to the 
numbers charged with theft. In the 
same year were committed for the 
crime of arson, 22 ; for murder, 94 ; 
for manslaughter, 122. If a longer 
period be taken, the result will be 
nearly the same. In the last seven 
years there have been convictions for 
forgery, 331 ; for murder, 121 ; for 
pei^ury, 43 ; for arson, 50 ; while, for 
simple larceny alone, there have been 
in the same period not lessthan 43,000 
convictions. The number of the sta- 
tutes at present in force relating to 
this offence amounts to about 92. 
The number of these laws will pro- 
bably create an apprehension that 
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tlite attempt to simplify thelf language, 
to dassify theit provisions, and to 
condense them into one statute, is a 
hopeless undertaking. But, sir, I hold 
in my hand the visible proof that the 
undertaking is not hopeless. Here 
is the draft of a bill, and in the short 
compass of thirty pages, are included 
all the provisions of the statute law 
relating to the offence of Iarc*en 3 ^ It 
is clear that criminal legislation has 
been heretofore left to the desultory 
and un concerted speculations of every 
man who had a fancy to legislate. If 
an offence were committed in some 
corner of the land, a law sprung up 
to prevent the repetition, not oi the 
species of crime to which it belong- 
ed, but of the single and specific act 
of which there had been reason to 
complain. The new enactment too 
was frequently stuck into the middle 
of a statute passed probably at the 
latter end of a session ; to the com- 
pounding of which, every man who 
saw or imagined a defect in the pre- 
existing law, was allowed to contri- 
bute. To give an instance or two of 
legislation of this kind ; some mem- 
ber has been injured, or he has a con- 
stituent >vho has been injured by, the 
stealing of madder roots, and a pro- 
vision is forthwith made for the 
special protection for the future of 
madder roots, not by a single sta- 
tute, but by including the enactments 
directed against the stealer of mad- 
der roots, in a law of which the fol- 
lowing is the comprehensive title. 

* An act to continue several laws 
therein mentioned for granting liber- 
ty to carry sugars of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of any of his 
Majesty's sugar colonies in America, 
I will mention another instance 
of the same kind. There are not less 
than twenty statutes relating to tlie 
preservation of trees from theft or 
wilful injury. It seems to have been 
discovered about fifty or sixty years 
«ince, that the various laws did not 


afford sufficient protection to boliies^ 
thorns, and quicksets ; and tof^ve the 
trouble of amending the formerlawa-— * 
these neglected shrubs were provided 
for in an act, which, in taking charge 
of them, took charge also of the other 
matters referred to in the following 
title. ‘An act for the better securing 
the duties of customs upon certain 
goods removed from the outports and 
other places to London ; for regula- 
ting the fees of liis Majesty’s customs 
in the province of Senegambia in 
Africa ; for allowing to the Receiver 
General of the duties on offices and em- 
ployments in Scotland a proper com- 
pensation ; for the better preservation 
of hollies, thorns, and quicksets in 
forests, chases, and private grounds, 
and of treesand underwoods in forests 
and chases; and for authorizing the ex- 
portation of a limited quantity of an in- 
feiSor sort of barley, cfilledbigg, from 
the port of Kirkwall in the island of 
Orkney !’ I will proceed to explain 
the material points in which 1 pro- 
pose either to simplify and consoli- 
date the law, or in which I propose 
to remed}^ what appear to be glaring 
defects in the law. There are on the 
statute book, twelve statutes relating 
to the offence of stolen goods. They 
are so numerous, because they are 
founded not upon any definite prin- 
ciple, but because they refer to indi- 
vidual articles of property. One sta- 
tute punishes the receiver of stolen 
lead, iron, copper, brass, and bell- 
metal. Then follows a statute to pu- 
nish the receiver of stolen pewter. 
Another refers to jewels, plate, and 
watches. Then comes the general act 
as to all goods and chattels— but even 
this was not considered general 
enough to apply to bank-notes and 
negotiable securities, and therefore an 
act was passed in the present reign 
for their special protection. Now, I 
shall expunge from the statute book 
all these special provisions, and sub- 
stitute in lien of this legislation di- 
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reeled to particulars, one simple and 
gCpera^ enactment, founded oh this 
plain principle, that he who receives. 
Knowing it to have been stolen, any- 
thing whatever, tlie stealing of which 
amounts by law to a felony, shall him- 
self be deemed guilty of felony. I 
come now to a subject of at least 
equal importance : the supplying of 
those omissions in the law which en- 
sure the impunity of guilt. Of those 
omissions I will give some examples. 
Under the law as it stands at present, it 
has been decided that it is notan offence 
to rob a ready-furnished house, not- 
withstanding that it is a very strious 
offence to rob a ready-furnished lodg- 
ing. It is upon record, that after the 
conviction of a man who robbed of 
some articles of j)late the house which 
he had hired, the sentence was re- 
spited, upon a doubt whether the case 
were within the statute, which (Uses 
the word lodging, and not lodging- 
house. It was agreed by all the 
judges that the case was not within 
the statute, and Chief Buron McDon- 
ald ordered the prisoner to be dis- 
charged, saying, ^ j sorry the 
laws of England have not provided 
for your case, for I have no doubt 
wliatevcr of your guilt.' Again, the 
statute which makes it an offence to 
steal or destroy fish in streams, ex- 
pressly refers to such streams as pass 
in or through an estate. If the stream 
passes between two estates, the ow n- 
er of the fish forfeits his protection 
under the statute. Can any man 
doubt that these are examples of im- 
perfection and omission in the law, 
whicli can and ought to be supplied ? 
Can any man doubt that it is expedi- 
ent to extend, as I propose to ex- 
tend, the protection which the law at 
present gives to securities for pro- 
perty in the British funds, to securi- 
ties for property in the funds of fo- 
reign states, and to mercantile in- 
Atruments of all kinds, entitling the 
holder to payment of money abroad? 


Is it fitting thatthese securities and in- 
struments should be liable to be stolen 
with impunity ? The law with respect 
to a very frequent and very aggravated 
offence, the embezzlement by servantjK 
of their masters' property, is at present 
very defective. Among the principal 
defects are these: It is necessary to 
state in the indictment, and to prove 
in evidence, the embezzlement of spe- 
cific monies, not merely of the sum 
in the gross of wdiich the master may 
have been defrauded, but of the par- 
ticular coin or notes of which that 
sum consisted, which may have en- 
tirely escaped the recollection of the 
master. Again, if the servant has de- 
frauded his master by the means of 
receiving change, he cannot be con- 
victed at all. Supposing, for instance, 
the servant, having ten shillings to 
receive for his master, gives ten shil- 
lings to the party from whom the 
money is due, and receives a one- 
pound note, which he embezzles, he 
commits no offence against the law. 
The prosecution therefore often fails 
from the impossibility of laying the 
whole case, the whole tissue of fraud 
before the jury, I propose to make 
the crime a misdemeanour, instead of 
a felony, and thus to admit the proof 
of the whole series of embezzlement, 
in which he may have been engaged. 
I propose to extend the grasp of the 
law, but in no instance do I increase, 
in some, 1 mitigate its severity. I will 
mention two important examples of 
the abatement of penalty. The law 
which makes it an offence punishable 
with death to steal in a dwelling- 
house to the amount of forty shillings, 
extends at present to all out-houscs 
within the curtilage, as it is called. 
It is intended to except for the fu- 
ture from the operation of this law, 
so far as regards capital punishment, 
the stealing in all out-houses which 
are not connected with the dwelling- 
house by sonic, internal communica- 
tion. Another ease in which it ii 
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proposec! to reduce tlie penalties of 
the law^ arises out of an act of the last 
session of parliament, which make^ 
the robbery of gardens, without any^ 
distinction of circumstances, a trans- 
portable felony. The severity of the 
penalty renders this law in many in- 
stances inoperative. We shall give 
more effectual protection to tlje own- 
er of this species of property, if, while 
we retain the severer penalties for all 
cases of aggravated delinquency, we 
empower a magistrate to hear the 
complaint, and if he shall think fit, 
to dismiss die offender for the first 
offence on payment of a reasonable 
fine. I will now proceed to explain 
the outline of the other, and not less 
important bill, which is intended to 
effect improvements in the adminis- 
tration of the penal law generally. 
It is impossible, sir, to contemplate 
without painful reflections, the state 
of this country with respect to the 
number and the increase of criminal 
offences. In the seven years, ending 
December 181(), there were commit- 
ted to the several gaols in England 
and Wales 47, ^>22 persons charged 
with criminal offences. In the seven 
years, ending December 1825, the 
number was nearly double, amount- 
ing to 98,7 1 8. Ill the former period 
there were 29,861 convictions. In 
the latter 68,41 8. In the former pe- 
riod there were sentenced to death 
4126 persons. In the latter 7770. 
In the former period 536 persons 
were executed. In the latter period 
579; being an immense reduction, 
let it be observed, in the number of 
executions as compared with capital 
convictions. It is a circumstance 
worthy of remark, that there has 
been by no means a corresponding 
increase in the number of criminal 
offenders in London and Middlesex. 
Taking the more serious offences, we 
shall find that in London and Mid- 
dlesex 1018 persons received sentence 


of death in the seven years ending 
December 1816. In the seven year# 
ending December 1825, 1124. The 
total number of convictions general- 
ly in the first period was 7421. In 
the latter period 11,624. In seven 
years, ending with December 1793, 
there were in London and Middlesex 
272 persons executed. In the same 
period, ending with December 1825, 
there were 165. In two years alone, 
1786 and 1787, there were 138 exe- 
cutions for offences committed in 
London and Middlesex. In the three 
last y gars there were only 39. From the 
year 1810 to the year 1822, inclusive, 
there were 173 executions in England 
and Wales, for robbery on the high- 
way; being at the rate of about four- 
teen in each year. In 1823, there 
were five executions for this offence. 
In 1824, six. In 1825, six. For the 
seven years preceding 1 823, the num- 
ber of convictions for the last offence, 
were at the rate of 140 in each year. 
In the last three years they have not 
exceeded on the average 110. From 
the year 1810 to the year 1822, in- 
clusive, there were 260 convictions in 
England and Wales for murder, being 
at the rate of twenty in each year. 
In the year 1823, there were twelve 
convictions for murder; in 1824, 
seventeen; in 1825, twelve. I trust, 
therefore, that although there has 
been so great an increase in late years 
ill the total amount of committals for 
crime, I am warranted in the infer- 
ence that crimes of the deepest die 
are less frequent than they formerly 
were, and that they are gradually de- 
creasing in number. With respect to 
the fact, that crime has not increased 
in London and Middlesex, in the 
same proportion in which it has in- 
creased in every other district of Eng- 
land, I cannot but think that the 
cause of this is chiefly to be looked 
for in the efficiency of the police es- 
tablishment. This bill will regulate 
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in some respects the proceedings con* 
nected with the administration of the 
law. It will re-enact, and more clear* 
ly define the duty of the coroner as 
taking evidence upon an inquisi- 
tion of manslaughter or murder — the 
binding by recognizance — and the 
certifying of the evidence, the recog- 
nizancesy and the inquisition, to the 
court before wdiich the trial is to be. 
In respect to the magistrate — it will 
define what is generally understood 
to be the law as to the power of ad- 
mitting to bail. It will make it ob- 
ligatory on the magistrate to take 
the examinations upon which a pri- 
soner is either committed to prison, 
or admitted to bail, in the actual pre- 
sence of the prisoner himself. It will 
extend this obligation to cases of mis- 
demeanour. It will extend to subse- 
quent and to future acts the principle 
of an act of King William, which places 
the felon in the same situation as to 
the consequences of his guilt, whe- 
ther that guilt be proved by evidence 
—or confessed by himself — or admit- 
ted by his standing wilfully mute — 
or by bis sufieriiig outlawry. This 
bill will extend to accessories to fe- 
lony after the fact, the principle of 
the existing law, which makes acces- 
sories before the fact triable, either 
in the county in which the principal 
felony was committed, or in the coun- 
ty in which the offence of becoming 
an accessory was committed. By this 
bill a discretionary power will be 
given to the judges of assize and to 
the court of Quarter-sessions to award 
to the prosecutor, in certain cases of 
misdemeanour, the actual expenses 
incurred by him. I am fully sensible 
that this power ought to be strictly 
defined and controlled. It ought not 
to extend to cases of assault ; and it 
might probably be expedient to limit 
it to prosecutions for those offences to 
which the punishment of hard labour 
can be by law attached. Take the 


case of gross abuse of authority, or 
gross neglect of duty, by some public 
officer, amounting to misdemeanour, 
Iban we expect that private indivi- 
duals will take upon themselves the 
invidious duty of lodging the com- 
plaint, the painful task of arranging 
the proofs, and finally, the whole cosU 
of prosecution, and all this out of a 
pure abstract love of justice and ten- 
der care for the public interest ? It 
is ridiculous to expect it : to withhold 
public aid from the prosecutor in 
such instances as these, amounts to 
the frequent denial of all reparation 
to the poor man, and to the impuni- 
ty of great offenders. I would have 
a public prosecutor acting in each 
case on principle, and not on the 
heated and vindictive feelings of the 
individual sufferer on which we main- 
ly rely at present for the due execu- 
tion of justice. I would therefore 
make the prosecution of these public 
wrongs much more a matter of public 
concern than it is at present. In 
Scotland, crimes are prosecuted in 
this manner through the agency of a 
public officer, responsible for the jus- 
tice and propriety of the prosecution 
when undertaken at the public 
charge, and for the conduct of it 
through its various stages. The pub- 
lic prosecutor in Scotland has another 
power devolved upon him — the ex- 
ercise of which is frequently of the 
utmost advantage. In the prosecu- 
tion of a crime, to which the penalty 
of death is attached by law, he is 
enabled to restrict the sentence in 
case of conviction to a punishment 
short of death, thus empowering the 
jury to find a verdict of guilty with 
a perfect assurance that the death of 
the prisoner cannot be the conse- 
quence of that verdict. Whether such 
a power can be safely and properly 
transferred to the institutions of uiir 
own country, I am not now prepared 
to give an opinion. Of this, however, 
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I am confident, that if it should be 
found possible to borrow from the 
laws of Scotland suggestions for the 
improvement of our own law, no Eng- 
lishman would be found to decry the 
adoption of such suggestions as the 
badges of disgrace to the country for 
whose benefit they were intended. In 
the detail of the chief provisions of 
this bill, I have reserved for the last, 
that alteration in the existing law to 
which I attach the greatest import- 
ance. It appears to me, sir, that when 
a prisoner charged with a heinous 
crime, and proved to be guilty on 
clear evidence, escapes the penalty 
of the law upon some technical quib- 
ble, or in consequence of some omis- 
sion of useless forms, a grievous in- 
jury is done to society. Not only is 
justice defeated in the particular case, 
but the law is discredited, and the nu- 
merous class that speculates keenly 
on the advantages to be derived from 
crime, compared with the risk of its 
punishment, sees in every instance of 
undeserved impunity a fresh encou- 
ragement to the adventure. That 
law, I apprehend, to be most perfect, 
w'hich most certainly ensures the con- 
viction of the guilty man, and the ac- 
quittal of him who has been unjustly 
accused. I ought to add as a qualifi- 
cation, that the law ought to ensure 
that conviction and acquittal upon 
principles not capable of being mis- 
applied and perverted. There are, 
for instance, provisions in the crimi- 
nal law of France, calculated no 
doubt in individual instances to elicit 
truth, but which I should never wish 
to see ingrafted on the practice of 
this country. If any one will review 
the grounds upon which great offend- 
ers, whose guilt there could not be 
a (question, have escaped punishment, 
•he cannot rise from that review with- 
out lamenting such melancholy tri- 
umphs of legal forms over substan- 
tial justice. Ought* the murderer to 


have all the benefit of acquittal, ' be- 
cause the murdered man had three 
Christian names, and only two of 
them are set forth in the indict- 
ment ? or because the wound which 
caused his death is not described with 
entire accuracy Surely we may 
rely on the dictates of common sense, 
and be assured that these things are 
not perfections in the law. But if I 
am called upon for professional au- 
thorityi I will cite the beautiful ex- 
pressions of Sir Matthew Hale, and 
let them stand as the fitting preamble 
to the enactment I propose. In the 
hial8ry of the Pleas of the Crown, Sir 
Matthew Hale concludes the chapter 
on the forms of indictment with these 
memorable remarks : — ^ And thus 
far, touching the forms of indictment, 
wherein generally we are to take no- 
tice that in favour of life great strict- 
ness has been in all times req^uired 
in points of indictments; and the 
truth is, that it is ^rown to be a ble- 
mish and inconvenience in the law, 
and the administration thereof ; more 
offenders escape by the over-easy ear 
given to exceptions in indictments, 
than by their own innocence, and 
many times gross murders, burglaries, 
robberies, and other heinous and cry- 
ing offences, escape by these unseem- 
ly niceties, to the reproach of the law, 
to the shame of the government, and 
to the encouragement of villainy, and 
to the dishonour of God. And it 
were very fit, that by some law this 
overgrown curiosity and nicety were 
reformed, which is now become the 
disease of the law, and will, I fear, in 
time grow mortal, without some time- 
ly remedy.’ 1 shall propose to limit 
the enactment, at least for the pre- 
sent, to a specification of those de- 
fects which shall not (as at present 
they do) vitiate an indictment after 
verdict, or after confession or default. 
I have now detailed the objects of the 
two measures which I propose to in- 
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troduce* They may not perhaps an- 
swer the expectations of some who 
call out for the immediate and simul- 
taneous revision of the whole of the 
criminal law. To those I answer, in 
the hrst place, that they are little 
aware of the difficulties of far less ex- 
tensive projects, of the labour, and 
caution, and judgment, which are re- 
uisite in every stop of such an un- 
ertaking as that to which the pre- 
sent motion refers. In the second 
place, I answer, that nothing would 
be more unwise than to force on the 
country, in too rapid succession,, these 
alterations in the law. It cannot, I 
think, be justly said, that of late years 
at least, the march of amendment in 
the law has been too slow. During 
the four years that I have held the 
appointment which I now hold, the 
following measures have been carried 
through parliament : — The whole of 
the statute law relating to prisons and 
prison-discipline, has been, after de- 
liberate inquiries, commenced by my 
predecessor, ( Lord Sidmouth,) conso- 
lidated and amended. The severity 
of the criminal law has been mitiga- 
ted by extending the benefit of cler- 
gy to many offences that, before, 
were capital felonies ; and one great 
objection to that severity has been 
altogether removed, by enabling the 
judges to abstain from passing sen- 
tence of death in every case, except- 
ing that of murder. The laws rela- 
ting to the punishment of transporta- 
tion, have been revised and collected 
into one statute. The laws relating 
to the effect of pardons from the 
crown, and to the rights of convicts 
after pardon, and after the fulfilment 
. of their sentence, have been placed 
^upon just principles. The abuses 
that grew out of the practice that pre- 
vailed with regard to writs of error, 
have been corrected. And, lastly 
the jury act, comprising the regula- 
tions that were previously dispersed 


in sixty-six acts of parliament, which 
now no longer encumber the statute 
book, has been passed, and has, I 
have every reason to believe, mate*- 
rially improved the constitution of 
juries, I should be open to the charge 
of presumption, if, in presenting tliese 
bills to the House, I were offering my 
own crude speculations, unaided by 
the learning and experience of pro- 
fessional men. No, sir ; it has been 
my good fortune to profit by the will- 
ing assistance of men who yield to 
none in respect to general acquire- 
ments, to profound knowledge of the 
principles of law, or to experience in 
its practice.” The right hon. gentle- 
man concluded his speech, amidst the 
acclamations of the House, with 
moving, That leave be given to 
bring in a bill to consolidate and 
amend the laws relative to larceny, 
and to such offences of stealing, and 
embezzling, and of receiving stolen 
property, as are cognizable in Eng- 
land.” Also, a bill for amending 
the laws relating to felonies, to the 
trial and punishment of accessories, 
and the ex[)enscs of prosecutions and 
of the apprehension of offenders, and 
to the taking of examinations, infor- 
mations, bailments, and recogniz- 
ances, and returning the same to the 
proper tribunals in England.” 

Mr Calvert liad never listened to a 
speech in that liouse wliich gave liim 
iiiOre satisfaction than that of the right 
hon. gentleman. But he thought the 
system, with regard to the punisiimeut 
of offences, required correction. If a 
man did not (commit a capital crime, 
he might continue to offend, going to 
prison and coming out thence worse 
than he went in. 

Mr Lockhart remarked thati^.gPE^t 
advantage would accrue to the coun- 
try from the .introduction of a protec- 
tive poli(X). As it appeared from the 
statement of the right hon. secretary, 
that crime had increased in the 
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try two-fold, and had not increased 
in tlie metropolis, the non-increase 
must, ill his opinion, be attributed to 
the {>olice system, and it ought, there- 
fore, to be extended to^he country. 

Mr J. Abt^rcrombie entirely concur- 
red in the tribute of respect which had 
been paid to the speech of the right 
hon. gentleman. He wished* to ex- 
press his great satisfaction at having 
lived to see the day wdien a minister 
c>f the crown had risen in his jilace to 
declare his opinion that the criminal 
law of the realm needed revision. 
Many members must recollect the dif- 
ficulties which a friend of his (Sir S. 
Homilly) had to encounter when he 
endeavoured to alter the criminal law. 
He had been told that it was pre- 
sumption to attempt it. Upon the 
suggestion of that distinguished per- 
son, the House did, indeed, recognize 
the principle that promptitude and 
certainty were essential requisities in 
punishment. — 'Fhe hon. member sat 
down by declaring, that he attributed 
the gi'cat jiroportion of the increase 
of crime, which w^as observable in the 
agricultural districts, to the operation 
of the game law^s. 

Sir J. Sebright concurred with his 
hon. friend (Mr Abercr(»mbie) in his 
o[)inion of the game laws. He belie- 
ved that a great mass of the crime of 
every description had its origin in the 
violation of those statutes. 

Mr Sykes returned thanks to the 
right hon. geptleman for his measure 
generally; and particularly for that 
part of it wdiich repealed the law under 
which it was felony to steal an apple. 
An act which had probably been com- 
mitted by every member of that House 
ought not to be punished, in any man, 
with such a degree of severity. 

Mr Estcourt thouglit that it was a 
mistake to attribute the increase of 
crime in the country to the operation 
of the game laws; hp rather looked 
for the cause of that increase in the 


poverty and privation with was endu- 
red by the lower classes. 

Leave was then given to bring in the 
brll. 

On Monday, April 17, on the mibtion 
of Mr Peel, the House went into ti 
committee on the Criminal Justice 
bill, when its difiTercnt clauseiS were 
unanimously agreed to. 

On the chmse being moved that all 
felonies, without benefit of clergy, 
should be ousted of that benefit under 
all circumstances conseejuent on the 
indiclanent, 

Mr Hume said, that the right hon. 
gentleman, whilst he was improving 
the criminal law, would he doing a 
great benefit if he were to do away 
with the distinction as to the benefit 
of clergy altogether ; indeed, the mean- 
ing of this term was far from being 
generally understood. 

Mr Peel said, that it was his inten- 
tion to attempt the consolidation of 
the whole criminal law ; that next ses- 
sion he purposed to consolidate the 
statutes relating to injuries of the per- 
son, coining, and forgery, and that till 
a great progress had been made in 
this consolidation, it would be difficult 
to adopt the suggestion of the hon, 
member, inasmuch as the doing away 
with the benefit of clergy now would 
have the effect of making a great num<^ 
her of oifences capital which were not 
so at present. — The clause was then 
agreed to. 

Mr Peel next moved the order of the 
day for the further consideration of the 
Larceny Laws hill, and after intima- 
ting that he might think it expedient 
not to pass the bill through the House 
this session, but to suffer it to stand 
over for consideration, in its amended 
state, till the next session of parlia*^ 
nient, stated to the House two or thre^' 
of the alterations which he desired tt^ 
make* 

The report was received, and ordev- 
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ed to 1^ further di8'cu9$ed on that day 
se’ennight* 

In the House of Lords, May 9, on 
the Earl of Liverpool having, in mo- 
vingTor its commitment, described the 
heads of the Criminal Justice bill, the 
bill was committed, some amendments 
were made, and the report brought up. 

On Thursday, May 18, the Earl of 
Liverpool having moved the third 
reading of this bill, 

The Earl of Malmesbury not only 
had no objection to the pritjci|)le of 
the bill, but highly approved of it, 
and was of opinion that the name of 
the framer of this and other bills of 
a similar hind would descend with 
distinction to posterity, while the me- 
mory of the political economists would 
be buried in oblivion. But he wished 
to bring under the notice of the House 
a clause which maintained a practice 
that appeared to him to be founded 
on partiality and injustice. This bill 
allowed expenses to poor prosecutors, 
which, indeed, was the old law with 
respect to cases of felony. The hard- 
ship of such a measure would evident- 
ly appear, by considering the burden 
which the county-rate already impo- 
sed. 

The Earl of Liverpool, with re- 
spect to the principle of the clause to 
which the noble lord had referred, 
observed, that it had not been adopt- 
ed without due consideration, and 
communication with persons interest- 
ed in its operation. All charges were 
not thrown by the bill on the county- 
rates, but in special cases power was 
given to the judges to award certain 
expenses. 7'he burden had always 
been borne by the county-rate in 
cases of felony ; but whether the 
;whole mode of conducting this busi- 
pess might not be placed on a different 
footing, was a question which he con- 
sidered open to discussion. It would 


be a fit question ^or their lordships* 
consideration, whether the law 
Scotland should not be followed^ and 
the law officers of the Crown mde 
public prosecutors* 

The bill was then read a third ♦ime, 
and passed. 

We,#in Scotland, although here 
too the law^'s delay is complained 
of, cannot reconcile with our reason 
the tenacious adherence to a prac- 
tice so fraught with misery and ruin 
to suitors as that of the Court of 
Chancery. That practice, however, is 
not without its defenders in Eng- 
land ; but even there, notwithstand- 
ing the national tenacity of ancient 
observances and forms, the abuses 
in Chancery had attained to such a 
height as to produce a very general 
desire to see them corrected or abated. 
The enormous amount of sequestra- 
ted money, an amount constantly in- 
creasing in that court, was itself de- 
monstrative proof that its practice 
was rotten and vicious ; and much 
better calculated for the infliction of 
w^rongs than the redress of them. 

A number of petitions were pre- 
sented to the House of Commons, 
detailing instances of extreme hard- 
ship to suitors, arissing from the ex- 
pense, delays, and arbitrary powers 
of the Court of Chancery. Much 
ingenuity was displayed by the crown 
lawyers in repelling these desultory 
attacks; but they wl^o conducted 
them had one great advantage in the 
eloquence of facts ; and it was obvious 
to all but lawyers, that were the state- 
ments made true to only a tenth of 
their extent, some very material refor- 
mation of the court had become not 
merely expedient, but, for the honour 
of the nation, indispensably necessary. 

It had long been observed with re- 
gret, and a feeling even still more 
painful, that not only had the I.ord 
Chancellor exerted tlic whole of his 
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tppreyeiu a^ygar-. 
the practice 

ef^Pian^k had made 

$0W^hSvw} 'ioi cefrect, by Mg own 
ilHSnnrftjrfAr eV^^ suggest a remedy 
for MV qtf m evils, tne existence of 
^M^ ^iSt^iwledged. This re- 
sistance to all change by others^ and 
disinclinatiotn towards any change by 
hl^sell) i|i|^^ted td the pubire as the 
stillen dd^gedhess oi^mortided pride ; 
a haughty indiderence to public opi- 
nion> and a revolting heartlessnessf as 
respects the interests of such as were, 
or mr^ht becomoi suitors in the court 
over which hi presided. 

Much had been gained the previous 
session by the appointment of a royal 
commission to inquire into the prac- 
tice of Chancery, which commission 
had produced a very voluminous re- 
port. In that report, the Attorney- 
General, on May 18, moved the 
House of Commons for leave to bring 
in a bill, the provisions of which were 
to embody the various improvements 
recommenfied by the commission. 
The learned gentleman, after noticing 
a number of objections that had been 
made to the commission, proceeded 
to remark that he had heard it said 
out of the House, and insinuated 
within it, that the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Chancery ought to be abo- 
lished. He had heard it insinuated 
— nay more, boldly stated — that this 
jiirifidiction was not founded oft Cnra- 
mk)tt law, was supported by no sta- 
tutory enactments, was prejudicial, 
arid pii^t, therefore, to be got rid 
of He i^buld take the liberty of 
|id!ming but some of the principal 
bl^jeqts ftf this Jurisdiction. Every 
person’ Vho knew anything of law, 
must bb aware that almost ml the real 
property in the country was vested 
in t^stees for a variety of purposes, 
and a great deal of the personal pro- 
perty was in the same' Situation. %as 
It not hfcessary thA a jurisdiction 
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should .qxbt somewhere .for ,th^ pn]r« 
pose ciHhlferciiig the hiHSlmefti of inQie 
trusts ? But there was no jorisdicttoA* 
over these trusts in the common law. 
The jurisdiction of the Court 
eery, with respect to injuhcri|i« 
every description, was highly iRS^s- 
sai'y. In the case of the imingemeftf 
of a copyright^ for instance, the com- 
mon law provided no adequate remedy. 
There was no means of checking it, 
except by the interventioh of the 
Court of Chancery. In another c&ss 
of cases touching tlie specific pbrfpr- 
munce of contracts, the common law 
had rfo jurisdiction. A court of com^ 
mon law could merely give damages 
for the breaking of the contract ; but 
they could not comjiel its specific pep^* 
formance. In another class of cases of 
great importance in a commercial 
country — namely, cases of accounts 
between parties-— the common 
courts possessed no adequate jurisdic- 
tion. Another class of cases, in which 
the jurisdiction ofthe Court of Chance- 
ry was eminently useful, was that of 
fraudulent transactions. The jurisdic- 
tion being admitted to be essential, ft 
was clear that ft must cither be exer- 
cised by aseparatetribunal, or engrafted 
on the common law. There Were some 
persons who contended that a sepa- 
rate jurisdiction was inexpedient, and 
said that if the jurisdiction were uni- 
ted with that of a court of law the system 
would work better. He totally differed 
from the persons who entertained that 
opinion. ’ Tfe inconvenience resulting 
from the union of the two jurisdictions 
in the Court of Exchequer hdd been 
found so great that a learned gentle- 
man’ accustomed to vote on the other 
side of the House, some years back 
brought in abill, which was passed, to 
Separate the two jurisdictiohs — not 
entirely, but substantially. In conse- 
uence of that bilb the equity juris- 
of the Court of ®X(mequer was 
now discharged by the Chief Baron 
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exclusively, in one court, whilst the 
legstl jurisdiction was administered in 
another by the rest of the judges. 1'he 
next question w^us, could any essential 
change be effected in the machinery 
by n||ich the juris(lictit>n was auini- 
liisSred ? The first subject to which 
the connuissioners lind directed their 
attention was the subpoena. It was 
objected that (he form of the subperna 
was such that an unlettered man could 
not make himself a(;quiiiuted with its 
object. This was an important ob- 
jection, and accordingly tlie commis- 
sioners altered the form of the sub- 
pama, so as to make it <|iiite evident 
to the party upon wlioni it was served 
what it was the court required him to 
do. The next ste]) in the case was to 
compel the defv^iidant to put in an an- 
swer to the plaintiff’s bill. It was evi- 
dent that mueh of this machinery was 
unnecessary^ and the commissioners, 
therefore, thought it [)roper to in(|uire 
how far the time which a defendant 
was allowed for }mtting in an answer 
could be shortened. The c<mimis- 
bioners, after having considered the 
subject with great care and att(*ntioii, 
recomnumded that a defendant should, 
after appearance, be allowed eight 
weeks to answer in a town cause, and 
ten we(‘ks in a country cause, and that 
if he did not answer within that time, 
tlie bill should be taken pro amfesw* 
Suppose, Jiowcver, that the defendiuit 
put in his answer. It might Im* evasive. 
It was essentially necessary that the 
plaintiff sliould have the pOwer of com- 
pelling a clear and specific answer to 
the questions which he proposed. The 
commissi^)ners had Ix^stoM'ed the most 
anxious attention on the subject, and 
their opinion was, that the decision of 
the master sliould be final, unless he 
himself chose to refer the question to 
a higher authority. It sometimes hap- 
pened, that after an aovswer was put 
in, the plaintiff fouml the answer to be 
completely decisive as to the merits of 


the case, and was satisfied that be 
could not proceed farther. After the 
cause was thus substantially at an 
end, the bill could not be dismissed 
for three-quarters of a year. This 
was not all. The plaintiff might then, 
by taking advantage of a mere form, 
prevent the bill from being dismissed 
for three* quarters of a year longer. 
This was a practice wdiich called for 
remedy. Tlie commissioners had in 
consequence recommended, that if a 
plaintiff did not undertake to speed 
the cause within the first term after 
the answer was put in, the bill should 
be dismissed. But, almost in the hist 
stage of a suit, when delay after de- 
lay had taken place, anti when the 
party was on the eve of being dis- 
missed, all he had to say was, ‘‘ 1 am 
advised to amend and, on the pay- 
ment of nominal costs, the case had 
to begin de noro, and all the former 
procedure was renewed. 'This could 
ne repeated ; he had the same power 
in every stage ; he had only to sayi 
1 wish to amend.” The commis- 
sioners had theroforc said You shall 
not amend after a particular stage, 
and not more than once.” Anutlier and 
a most important check suggested by 
tiie commissioners was tlie payment of 
costs. By the present course the evi- 
dence was taken before the examiners 
by interrogatories, not viva / ore, as in 
a court of law ; and it iormctl a very 
important subject of consideration 
for the commissioners, wliether this 
practice should be continued or not. 
After reading the evidence taken be- 
fore the commissioners, he was con- 
vinced that no advantage would be 
gained by a change in the mode of 
taking evidence in that court* but, on 
the contrary, great injury. He be- 
lieved that there were several persons 
who had entered upon the inquiry 
with the^ame prejudices upon this 
point as himself, and who, in the pro- 
gress of the inrjuiry, had arrived at 
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the samcconclugion as he had. Every- 
body must be aware that great delays 
existed in the master^s office. Under 
the present system the master was 
passive; the solicitors managed the 
case ; and there was every induce- 
ment for delay on the part of the so- 
licitors. When, therefore, the cause 
was known, the remedy was easy. If 
tlie master passive, all that could 
be done was to arm him with autho- 
rity, and enable him to act. It was 
also proposed, in such a case, to take 
the agency from the party in delay, 
and let the other be the actor. Let 
the masters be invested with these 
jINswers — let them attend to their duty 
well and faithfully, and delay in the 
master's office would no longer be a 
subject of complaint. He now came 
to the consideration of a most import- 
ant point — of what use was expedi- 
tion in the progress of a cause, unless 
there was an expeditious decision ? 
This point had not escaped the com- 
missioners. Before he inquired into 
the extent of the evil, he would men- 
tion the remedy they had prescribed. 
With respect to appeals, — according 
to the present practice, on the hear- 
ing of an appeal from the Vice-Chan- 
cellor before the Lord (diancellpr, 
new matter was introduced ; although, 
from the very nature of an appeal, it 
ought to be decided on the old facts ; 
instead of which, a cloud of new af- 
fidavits was introduced before the 
Lord Chancellor, who, in fact, deci- 
ded on a new cause. Nothing was 
more unjust to the character of an 
inferior judge than this proceeding. 
I'he commissioners hkd recommend- 
ed tha^ there should be no appeal al- 
lowed, eiccept on a consideration of 
the same facts. The effect of this re- 
gulation would be to diminish the 
number of appetls ; for it was owing 
to the admission of new facts that ap- 
peals had so much increased. There 
was another measure of considerable 


consequence recommended by the 
commissioners. The measure to which 
he referred was the limitation of the 
number of counsel to speak in a cause. 
The time which would be thus saved 
was evident. In page 96 of tt||| re- 
port, Mr Hamilton was asked, ‘‘Tlow 
many counsel, to the best of your 
knowledge, were heard on each side 
He replied, I think I counted seven 
on one, anti five or six on the other ; 
and there were many in a case ari- 
sing under Howard and Gibl/s bank- 
ruptcy." In another part of the evi- 
dence it was said, There were seven 
or eight counsel in that cause : each 
of them spoke at great length.'" The 
Lord Chancellor made it a rule to read 
all the affidavits in a cause ; and in 
the case of Senior against Smith," 
there were eight counsel and ninety- 
six affidavits. If the commissioners, 
however, had made a regulation pre- 
judicial to the junior members of the 
bar, they had recommended another 
which was advantageous to them. 
Formerly, it was the practice in the 
Court of King's Bench for tlic senior 
counsel to proceed with his motions, 
and then the next ; and it often hap- 
pened that a junior counsel had no op- 
portunity to move during the whole 
term. This very practice existed at 
the present day in the Court of Chan- 
cery ; although, in the time of Lord 
Mansfield, this practice was altered in 
the Court of King's Bench. It Wiis 
intended that the same alteration 
should now be made in Chancery. 
The commissioners had also ])roposed, 
that no person should be allowed to 
prosecute an appeal, except on a cer- 
tificate of counsel, pledging himself 
that the application was fit and pro- 
per to be made to the Lord Chancel- 
lor. The necessary regard which every 
man had for his own reputation would 
liecome a sure protection, under such 
an arrangement, against the prosecu- 
tion of a])peals in any cases M’herc sub- 
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stantial grounds did not exist for find- 
ing fiiult with the original decision. 
He now came to a part of the subject 
upon which greater difierence of opi- 
nion might exist> — tlie management 
of pijj|ceedings in cases of bankruptcy* 
The measure which was recommended 
by the commissioners had two objects, 
-—the first, to Jessen the iminlKW of 
bankruptcy cases brought before the 
liord CliaiicelJor ; and the second, to 
facilitate the decision' of such cases as 
should stilJ continue tb be brought be- 
fore him. No\r \rliat was proposed 
was, that, in the first instance, a cer- 
tain nnmlier of coininissioncrs should 
be elected, who should be the first 
judges applied to in all cases of bank- 
ruptcy. These <jommissioncrs were to 
form a court, which should decide, not 
upon atiidavit, Imt by witnesses exa- 
mined vkui voce before it upon all dis- 
puted facts, in cases of bankruptcy ; 
and after their decision, each party 
was to have a right to appeal to the 
Lonl Chancellor. In addition to the 
measures already detailed, it W'as in- 
tended to relieve the Lord Chancellor 
from his jurisdiction in cases of habeas 
corpus. With respect to what %vere 
(tailed the arrears of the Court of Chan- 
cery, it was ^scarcely conceivable what 
a mass o( misrejircsentation had gone 
forth. With respect to the Vice-Chan- 
cellor’s Court, in which all causes were 
first heard upon petitions, the arrear 
of business was very small indeed. 
Substantially, there was no occasion 
to provide for any arrear of business 
in the Court of the Vice-Chancellor. 
The portion of the Lord Chancellor's 
business which the House would now' 
have to look to, lay in tlie rehearings 
and appeal.s. The fact was, that in 
the month of January last, the total 
amount of causes in arrears had been 
109* How little that arrear of busi- 
ness lijul been increased within the last 
few years might be gathered from the 
fact, that, by the return ordered in 


the year 1822> the arrear of causes 
then stood at 10.5. I’he (juestion then 
Mras— how should this arrear be got rid 
of? It was easily answered. The 
Vice-Chancellor 8 court needed no al- 
teration at all ; ami all that w^as to he 
done was wanted only for the court of 
the Lord Chancellor. In that court, 
then, every thing which went to save 
time would tend to reduce the arrc'ar 
(which was not increasing) ; but it 
M^as hoped that the measures rec'oin- 
mended by the commission — which di- 
minished the number of counsel allow'- 
ed to l>e heard — limited the quantity 
of business to Ih^ done in the court, 
and simplified that wdiich was fictuall^ 
transacted — it was hoped that, subject 
to the operation of these measures, the 
existing arrear of lOf) causes w'oiild 
soon entirel y disappear. Having point- 
ed out, as briefiy as lie might, the 
inodes by whicth it was pro])osed both 
to diminish and facilitate the details 
of business in tin* Court of Chancery, 
he (the Attorncy-Oeneral) had little 
more to add be*) ond a hope that the 
House would feel that the commission 
bad done its duty. The learned gen- 
tleman concluded bis speech liy pro- 
nouncing a high enlogium upon the 
industry and talents of the Lord (Jiari- 
cellor ; and by moving ‘‘ for leave to 
bring in a bill to carry into efi’oet the 
measures recommended by the late 
commission upon the practice of the 
Court of (Jiancery.” 

Mr John Williams observed that 
the report would do good, no doubt, as 
far as it went. The only question was, 
whether it went far enough ; and upon 
that point be wHs compelled to say he 
thought not. What was to be jeffected 
by this bill which might not have b<?eii 
done 25 years ago by the simple inter- 
losition of the authority of the noble 
ord at the head of tile court himself? 
He spoke now upon the best authori- 
ty— the best evidence, that of Mr 
Bell and Master 8tnitford. W|th re- 
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forence to the report itself, it did not 
appear that it had by any means been 
^(‘iierally assented to by the eomniis- 
sioii ; and it M'as not so much as sign- 
ed by L(»rd liedesdale. As to the re- 
medies which were recommended by 
the commissioners’ report, it was 
Tiiuch doubted by tlie members of the 
profession whether, if carried into ef- 
fect, they would jwoduce an/b(inefit. 
It had been stated by the Att<wney- 
General, that tlie <!oinmission had af- 
forded every facility to inquiry. But 
neither the solicitors, nor the metro- 
politan l:iM^ societies, were applied to 
or consulted. Solicitors M^ere not duly 
represented in that commission. Judges 
were well represented, and learned 
gentlemen with stuff gowns, and with 
silk gowns, and the masters and ofheers 
of the court, were all duly rejiresented, 
but nut a single solicitor had a voice in 
the commission. The reason imj)lied, if 
not assigned for this exclusion, might 
Ih^ found in the 23d page of the report, 
where it was said that the delays in 
Cliauecry were to bc#nainly attribu- 
ted to the solicitors, lie (Mr \V'i|. 
liams) did not believe one word <»f that 
charge. Witli what show of truth or 
consistency could it be maintained, 
that solicitors were the cause of delays 
in Chancery, \vheii their dearest inte- 
rest lay the otlier way ? With respect 
to the subject of injunctions, the re- 
port had stated nothing satisfactory on 
tliat head, Wlieii a plaintiff at com- 
mon Jaw had obtained judgment and 
a writ of execution by a jirocess which 
certainly could not be esteemed too 
short, he was often stopped by an in- 
junction, and subjected to the vexa- 
tious delays of the C^ourl of Chancery, 
ilavinlf tried and succeeded in his 
cause in a court of commoji law, he 
had to go over the whole ground again, 
in a court igumrant of the merits of 
the previous proceedings, and acting 
On different rules of justice?. Upon 
that point the reptwt did not touch. 


On the subject of contempts, also, the 
ref)ort was silent, fie remembered 
that his honourable friend (Mr Hume) 
had some weeks since presented a pe- 
tition from a man of the name of Rich- 
ardson, who stated, that it was not his 
fault that he was held in contempt 
and imprisoned for the same. In the 
discussion to which that petition had 
given rise, it had l)een stated, that a 
child was also a prisoner with its father; 
and he remembered very well that the 
right hon. Secretary (Canning) ex- 
pressed his surprise at that assertion, 
and said that it was quite impossible 
that • any such circumstance could 
have happened. He had, therefore, 
taken the trouble of writing to the 
Governor of York Castle, the prison 
in which Richardson was confined. 
A reply had been forwarded to him, 
verifying the truth of the statement 
in every paiticuiar. The terms of 
the commitment ran thus — ‘‘ Here- 
with, by virtue of a writ, 1 command 
you, in the name of his Majesty, to 
take charge of the bodies of James 
Richardson and his boy, and that 
you receive them into y^our safe keep- 
ing, there to answer to his said Ma- 
jesty, for contempt to the High Court 
of Chancery,” Tins was the system 
that was without reproach- — the im- 
maculate, unerring Court of Chan- 
cery ! There was another subject 
which the commission had touched 
upon with a degree of gentleness that 
was truly edifying — he meant the 
subject of conveyancing. He would 
now come to the most important 
points which the commission Itad 
overlooked in their report. Had the 
commissioners taken pains to examine 
into the abuses which arose during 
the progress of a suit? Did they 
not know, in cases of appeals, that 
five or six years had elapsed from 
the time of setting down for a hear- 
ing unfjl the hearing actually took 
place ? In the case of “ J’lic Atuu- 
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ney-General against Brooke,” six 
years elapsed from the setting down 
to the hearing ; and the case of The 
Attorney-General against Brown and 
De Tastet,” it was nine years from 
the setting down to the hearing. In 
cases of motions, some of them had 
occupied two or three years before 
they were disposed of. Mr Basil 
Montague, the commissioner of bank- 
rupts, had given three instances of 
prolonged cases of bankruptcy. It 
appeared that they severally occupied 
nine, eight, and seven years, up to 
the year 1824, and in 1825 tw'o cases 
out of the three still stood upoli the 
paper. He himself knew of a case 
in w’hich 1000/. had been expended 
upon attendances to obtain judgment. 
A case of a singular nature had lately 
reached his knowledge. The learned 
gentleman detailed a number of cases 
of extraordinary and ruinous delay ; 
among which was the following 
The suit w'as commenced in 1814. 
Before the Mcc-Chancellor a demand 
was established by the plaintifl', Mr 
Welling, against the estate of the de- 
fendant, who w^as represented by a 
woman named Kinnersley, who was 
formerly in partnership wdth him. 
An appeal w'as made from the Vice- 
Chancellor, and from 1819 to the 
close of 1 824, the cause stood some- 
times at the top and sometimes at the 
bottom of the Lord Chancellor’s 
paper, where it still remained witii- 
out having been heard at all. In 
duly 1825, one of the parties wrote 
to the Lord C hancellor, requesting 
his lordship to give judgment. The 
answer he received from the Lord 
Chancellor was, that he would that 
month state his opinion on the case, 
and hand down to the register the 
minutes of a decree. In tlie Novem- 
ber following, Mr Welling, the 
plaintiff, who wa a partner in the 
Ludlow Bank, and to whom 82,000/., 
the sum at issue, was at that time of 


great importance, went personally 
into the Court of Chancery, and ad- 
dressed the Lord Chancellor, com- 
plaining of the delays and disappoint- 
ments he had suffered, and begging 
that his. suit might be speedily ter- 
minated, for which nothing was re- 
quisite but his lordship’s decision. 
He stated that he was upwards of 
70 year's of age, and that, at his time 
of life, having 17 children and 27 
grand-children, he was desirous of 
being able to close his affairs. The 
Lord Chancellor, after some reflec- 
tion, remarked, that he had given 
judgment in that case six months be- 
fore. The register was applied to, 
but it appeared that the minutes of 
the decree had not been written ; and 
they were not >vritten yet. The 
mischief, unfortunately, did not end 
there. Mr Welling was, as he (Mr 
Williams) had stated, a partner in a 
country bank. In March last, a run 
took place upon the bank ; the 
32, OCX)/, in Chancery might liavc 
saved it fronAruin, but it fell ibr 
want of support, and the old man 
Ijecanie a bankrupt. What effect, the 
learned gentleman asked, bad tbeso 
delays in increasing the expenses (ff 
this court.?* Let the House refer 
again to tlie evidence of the member 
for Maline.sbury (Mr Leake). He 
stated tliat, as solicitor, his bill for 
costs aliuie amounted, in one case, to 
1(;00/. ; in another to 1(K)0/. ; in a 
third, to 1500/. ; in a b»urth, inclu- 
ding the common law c osts, to 12,000/. 
This part of the inquiry w as not gone 
into by the commissioners, though it 
was obviously essential to the du(‘ con- 
sideration of the general question. It 
was incumbent on somebody, he (Mr 
Williams) maintained, to originate 
some measure' to carry off this great 
and crying evil of everlasting and 
ruinous delay. 

The Solicitor-General defended the 
report of the commissioners, anti the 
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measure betore tbe House^ at consider- 
;ible length. 

Mr M, A. Taylor would admit that 
iliat report did possess some merit, 
but it had fallen far sliort of the ob- 
ject which it ought to have effected, 
and it had left very much undone 
which it ought to have performed. 
He wished the House to look to the 
evidence of Mr Shadwell, a iliost able 
riiauccry barrister. When this gen- 
tleman was asked by the commission- 
ers whetlier he considered the judges 
of the Court competent to get through 
the business of it, his reply was, that 
he was })eriiiiade<l three angels could 
m)t do it. Yet the Commissioners 
lijul entirely passed tifis matter over. 
'J'liey ought to have recommended the 
se})arution of the bankru))tcy business 
from the great seal. The Court of 
Chancery ought also to Ik; a court en- 
tirely independent of political power 
or principles. 

Mr Peel said the object of his 
h‘arne(l friend (the Attoriiey-Cicncral) 
was merely to get tin' bill })rinted, in 
order that a full opportunity of con- 
sidering its piincij»tes might W af- 
forded before i»ext session. This was 
not the preci.'^e time for <!iscussing 
those principles. I Ik' right hoii. gen- 
tleman, after re])lying to the argu- 
ments of Mr M. A. Ta\lor, ]>r(»ceeded 
to remark u})oii the charge u liicli had 
been made against the Lor<l Chan- 
cellor in n*s])ecl of the delay of his 
decisions. The e\idence to which he 
MUshed to call the attention of the 
House was that of a gentleman who 
possessed a very high character for 
talent (Mr Basil Montagu), an nn- 
j>rejudiced witness, who said, “ There 
are delays in the judgments which the 
Lord Chancellor is calletl upon t<»give. 
I cannot deny it; btit I impute them 
to three distinct circumstances : The 
iirst is, that the Lord Chancellor 
takes a different view from tliat taken 
h is predeccss(ivs of his duties as a 


judge ; for he feels himself eddied upon 
to decide not only on the law, but on 
the controverted facts of the case. 
Other judges had referred the decision 
on controverted facts to a master or to 
a jury ; but the Lord Chauccllur 
makes up his mind to tin* facts fis well 
as to the law in all cases of bankruptcy.’" 
If the delay imputed to liis lordship 
arose from his indulgence in pleasure 
or in frivolous arnuseinents, he should 
be one of the first to condemn it ; but 
when he saw a man devoting twelve 
out of twenty-four Jiours, without re- 
mission, to the public business, and 
allowing himself no longer a vacation 
than tliree weeks out of iifty-two, he 
would j)ass over with a light hand the 
venial fault of him who decided slowly, 
from the pec-uliar constitution of his 
mind, and his ultra anxiety to decide 
justly. I'he presence of the Lord 
Chancellor before the C'oinrniosion on 
all occasions Mhere his presence was 
necessary, ami liis absence on all oc- 
casions where his presence was likely 
to exorcise any control over the wit- 
nesses, were facts which must tell to 
Ins immortal lionour. 

Dr Lusliington defended the con- 
duct of tlie Commissioners, of wliom 
he was one ; but r(‘grette(l that tlie 
report contained no recommendation 
of a change in the system of e(minjis- 
siouers of bankrupts, \Vilh reference 
to the sys^tem of conveyanc ing, he said 
iliat no country gentleman could guess 
tin* tax (until his solicitor’s bill was 
brought in) which the present system 
im{>osed upon him. It never could be 
right that the abstract of a man’s title 
should take u]) BOO brief sheets, as 
appeared from the re})ort to have lH‘cn 
the case in one instance. Of a large 
estate which he (Dr Lushington) 
held as a trustee, and wliicdi was va- 
lued at 8(X),000/., many small plots 
were to be sold ; and would tlic House 
believe it when he told tliem, tJiat the 
ab.®, tract to the title of those small 
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plots filled 400 large brief sheets? 
Such a ^lystem inevitably led to injury 
and concision. He therefore called 
upo*i the House to devise a remedy for 
an evil which had increased, was in- 
creasing, and which he believed every- 
body noiild admit ought to be di- 
nii wished. 

Mr Brougham said, it appeared to 
him that there was an omission of the 
most material importance in the la- 
bours of the commission. That omis- 
sion priricipallv (Consisted of a want of 
inquiry into the causes of delay be- 
twt^en the final bearing of a cause, and 
the decision by the Lord Chance-Mor. 
That there was an expense and abuse 
arising from the delays of the Court 
of Chancery, was not to be denied at 
this time of day. The country wished 
to be inforrned whether it was owing 
to the system of the court ; if so, to 
which of its branches, — and then, Innv 
it was to be remedied. Other indi- 
viduals entertained similar opinions 
to his own as to the causes of delay ; 
nor would there have been any difii- 
culty in extracting such o])inioiis from 
the witnesses examined, had not the 
commissioners intentionally shrunk 
from the task of extracting them. He 
%vould give one proof of it out of many 
which were contained in the report. 
In fol. 95 of the evidence attached to 
the report : Q. After a cause has 

been lieard, is there, gen cf ally speak- 
ing, much delay in obtaining a deci- 
sion ? — A. That depends ijp(»n the dif- 
ferent judges before whom it is heard. 
Q. Supposing the cause to 1)6 heard 
before tin* Lord Chancellor, is there 
much and what time elai>8es bcifore 
obtaining a decision ? — A. Certainly; 
frequently months ; sometimes years ; 
and 1 have heard of many cases in 
which the parties have not been able 
to obtain any decision at all.” What 
did the House think was the next 
question ? — Is not the Chancellor 
much occupied in hearing appeals ?” 


— a question evidently asked, to afibrd 
an excuse for the Lord Chaneellor^t. 
and to turn aside the exaiiii nation 
from the course which it then seemed 
to take. It was in vain to deny that 
it was his political distraiitions of 
which his cxmrt had principally reason 
to complain. There was also in the 
Lord Chancellor a certain doubting 
disposition, of which he could not 
easily divest himself, infirmity 
of temper which led him to over-much 
subtlety, and disceptatioii, which 
made him, as it were, lay traps ibr 
that sound judgment which in gene- 
ral distinguished him. He^iontended, 
however, that with all this tendency 
to doubt, his lordship was not long 
in making up his mind to pronounce 
the opinion which he had deliberate- 
ly formed. Amongst other disadvan- 
tages of the various avocations, to 
which his lordship >vas subjected, the 
suitors had to experience this mate- 
rial and important one — that the Lord 
Chancellor could not attend conti- 
nuously, at any one time, to hear the 
whole of a case, so as to be able to 
take a full view of it, and to decide 
at the moment that all the arguments 
on both sides were fresh upon his 
mind. So it was now, and would con- 
tinue to be, until the judicial was se- 
parated from the political character 
of the Lord Chancellor. — Tlie learned 
gentleman proceeded to advert to the 
opposition which was always given, 
if not by the Lord Chancellor himself, 
at least by his friends, to any measure 
of reform in the (now at lengtli) ad- 
mitted abuses of his court. On one 
occasion a committee was appointed, 
and was so constituted (though a ma- 
jority of his friends was to be found 
in it), yet it was so constituted as to 
promise some prospect of effectual 
reform. Its proceedings went on 
smoothly for two or three days ; but 
at length some delicate point was 
started, and down, poured his lord- 
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ship's friendff and allies — principally 
Masters in Chancery — some of them 
Masters in existence, or Masters in 
esse^ and others Masters in cxpecta^ 
lion, or Masters in 'j^sse ; and the 
cfynseqiience was, the inquiry was sti- 
fled. In 1810, 1811, 1813, 1821, and 
1822, exertions had been made to pro- 
cure a committee without eflect ; and, 
during the whole of that period, the 
Lord Chancellor himself had made no 
single exertion, not one effort — no, 
not so much as to the moving of the 
little finger of his left hand to procure 
the remedy of one evil — the correc- 
tion of any, even the smallest, abuse, 
that under his own eye, and with his 
own knowledge, existed in his court. 

Mr Robert Smith said, that the 
commission was not authorized to in- 


quire into the conduct of the Lord 
Chancellor; and he should have es- 
teemed an inquiry on ex-parte state- 
ments most unconstitutional. 

Mr Denman thought that an inqui- 
ry into the conduct of the Lord Chan- 
cellor was the most important duty of 
the commission ; and that if, as had 
been alleged, the dek^s of the court 
originated with him, it ought to have 
been specified in the report. 

Mr Tindal defended the report, and 
augured much advantage from the 
measure before the House* 

Mr Abercrombie thought that it 
woulS have the effect of considerably 
increasing the appeals. 

Leave was given to bring in the 
bill, which was not farther proceeded 
in during the session. 
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The livprcNintadon of Edinburgh. — Parliameniary Reform. — Private Vommii* 
ices, — RtTcrsals of Attainder, 


The Scottish Reformers, having fail- 
ed in their grand object to effect a ra- 
dical and complete change in the mu- 
nicipal governments of their countr}^ 
were encouraged by a variety of cir- 
cumstances to endeavour to advance 
their cause, by struggling for minor 
changes ; and anjong tliese the most 
practicable and plausible, v^as to vest 
the right of electing the representative 
in Parliament of Edinburgh, in the 
great body of the inhabitants of that 
city. The change in question was prac- 
ticable,as I 'dinburgh is the only Scotch 
borough which singly returns a iiiem- 
ber to Pailiament ; and it was plausi- 
ble, on account of the consequence of 
Edinbuigh, as the metropolis of the 
kingdom, and of the wealth and intel- 
ligence of a great proportion of its 
inhabitants. We are^' certainly far 
from being enamoured of any part of 
the borough system, whether in Scot- 
land or England. On the contrary, 
We regard it, particularly in Scotland, 
wdiere it is altogether close, as a pe- 
rennial source of moral evil to an 
incalculable an)ount. But we would 
wish to know, how' was the empire at 
large, or Edinburgh in particular, to 
be benefited by conferring upon the 
inhabitants of that city the right of 
electing their own representative f It 
will readily be admitted, that a popu- 
lar election is, in itself^ a great evil to 
those wdio have to exercise the right, 


by suspending among them all active 
industry for a time, and leading to 
much dissipation, strife between indi- 
viduals and families,'^ constraint ol* 
conscience in many cases, and infi- 
nite corruption. Tor all this, it ks 
true, they may be indirectly compen- 
sated by the advantages which flow 
to them, in common with the rest ol‘ 
the nation, from the representative 
system ; but according to the views 
entertained by tlie reformers them- 
selves, the addition of only one popu- 
lar membe r made to the body of repre- 
sentatives, would be an improvement 
so minute as to lie of no advantage 
whatever ; it could make not the small- 
est change in the general disposition 
or policy of that body ; and, there- 
fore, without any compensating ad- 
vantages, tlic right of electing that 
one member would be a positive and 
unallayed evil to the connnuiiity 
which had to return him. 

The citizens of lildinburgli, how- 
ever, thought differently ; and having 
intrusted their cause to Mr Abercrom- 
bie, that Jionourable gentleman, (by 
whom a petition from 6000 or 7000 
persons, praying for reform in the re- 
presentation of Edinburgh, had been 
previously presented,) on March 9, in 
moving for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the representation in parlia- 
ment of the city of Edinburgh, com- 
menced by assuring tlie House, that 
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the course which he proposed to take 
was the result of anxious and careful 
investi^^ation. An election of members 
for Edinburgh by a body of only 33 
voters out of a population of 100,000 
people, was not a state of things 
which could be openly defended. He 
was ready to confess, that if he suc- 
ceeded as to Edinburgh, he was so 
far a parliamentary reformer, that he 
should not be jjnclined to rest there, 
but should endeavour to extend the 
same advantages which would then 
be procured for the capital of Scot- 
land, to her^owns and boroughs ge- 
nerally. He had preferred calling 
upon parliament first to attend to the 
case of Edinbdrgh, because that city 
had members for itself, and was not 
joined with any c^tributory borough. 
For any charge w hich might he made 
against him of republican spirit, he 
repelled it by reference to the peti- 
tion which he had presented. There 
was not one vrord contained in that 
petition which was not of the most 
respectful as well as of the most con- 
stitutional character ; and the peti- 
tioners, after setting out their grie- 
vance, did not venture even to pre- 
scribe what should be the remedy. He 
knew that it would be argued against 
him, that Edinburgh iiad prospered 
under the present system. But Edin- 
burgh had prospered, not through, 
but in despite of, the town-council, 
and against their most desperate ef- 
forts to prevent it. Since he first had 
the honour to sit in the House, a great 
many questions of vital importance to 
Edinburgh and its inhabitants had 
been brought forward in parliament. 
In one and all of those subjects the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh were found 
arranged on one side, and the town- 
council on the other. He was not 
bound to show any case of particular 
abuse. All that was incumbent upon 
him was to sliow% that the measure 
he proposed was safe; and well quali- 


fied to benefit the public. Though 
the act of 1469 was passed to prevent 
election broils among the people, its 
intention was also to secure the fide- 
li^ of the representatives by making 
their election annual ; but from the 
passing of that act till the civil wars, 
many laws had been passed to correct 
the gross abuses which the system 
had generated. In the reign of Charles 
II. the abuses had again become for- 
midable, and the subject of complaints 
so clamorous, that a royal commis- 
sion was appointed, and the report of 
that commission found that there was 
great corruption and disorder in the 
boroughs, because of adventurers who 
squandered away their money in the 
purchase of votes. Little good was 
done in the way of remedy. At the 
revolution another commission set 
forth the same evils as abundantly ari- 
sing from the same causes, and the 
“Convention Parliament recommended 
as a remedy, what was called by them 
the only true and rational mode of 
free elections. Scotland in the follow- 
ing reigns became twice convulsed, 
and it was no wonder that during that 
stormy period nothing was done. 
From 1784, down to the present day, 
the subject had been forced upon the 
observation of parliament again and 
again. No remedy had been applied, 
and the evil remained as before. The 
people had been excluded from all 
control over those who managed their 
affairs, and the corporations had be- 
come venal and corrupt bodies, who 
had lost the confidence of the public, 
and were not worthy to be trusted 
with the powers and privileges which 
they held. This was not liis opinion 
only. It was that of a philosopher, 
an enlightened author, and a learned 
judge, who had thus instructed his 
descendants, and enlightened posteri- 
ty upon the subject. The greatest 
evil of all, respects the claims ot' some 
few men in the royal burghs to elect 
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the representatives to sit in parlia« 
ment/* The passage was from Lord 
Kaimes, who described the excessive 
venality of corruption which had been 
introduced into those corporatioi]^. 
It would be objected to him, that 
any alteration of the rights of these 
boroughs would be an infringement 
on the articles of union. Let the 
House recollect what parliament had 
done in the case of the heritable juris- 
dictions of J 747, which had been most 
distinctly reserved by the articles of 
union, which were much more mat- 
ters of property than the rights of the 
burghs, vrhich were legally sn\)jects 
for sale, mortgage, or the claims of 
creditors ; yet parliament abolishM 
them. It went farther : it re-organi- 
zed the court of session, and esta- 
blished a mode of trial which before 
had been unknown in Scotland. He 
enlarged on the unmeaning dread en- 
tertained of the enlightened and edu- 
cated householders of Edinburgh, as 
if they could have an interest in mis- 
rule. Those who were hostile to ra- 
dical or any other reform in England, 
ought to vote for reform in Scotland. 
Here there was, in particular cases, 
at least something like the represen- 
tation and free expression of ihe pub- 
lic sentiment and opinion in parlia- 
ment. In Scotland there was nothing 
of the kind. There w^as not one open 
borough, and popular election was 
altogether unknown. The most un- 
justifiable system of representation in 
a free government ever heard of was 
that of Scotland. 

Mr W. Dundas was not surprised 
that the learned gent, appeared now 
as the chosen champion of borough re- 
form. The learned gent, was himself 
a . splendid example of purity of elec- 
tion. What was the shape in which 
the boon was proffered to Scotland ? 
It was presented to them by the re- 
j)resentative of the free and incor- 
juptible borough of Caine. He 


would himself object to any diange 
in the system of representation. But 
if the House should at any time en- 
tertain a project for altering that sys- 
tem, (and he should call that indeed 
England’s evil day,’*) he flattered 
himself that such had been the exem- 
plary conduct of the royal boroughs, 
that they would receive so much com- 
miseration from the House, asto be de- 
nounced last. Let them not take this 
upon his word. About seven years 
ago, a noble lord had moved for a 
committee to inquire into the repre- 
sentation of the city of .Edinburgh. 
He succeeded in his purpose— he 
named ids own committee, according 
to the courtesy of the House, of which 
privilege he very fully availed him- 
self. What followed ? The fullest 
inquiry was instituted, all the offi- 
cers of the corporation were sent for, 
and a ship-load of books and papers 
was examined. I'he result was per- 
fectly triumphant to the parties ac- 
cused. No abuse was shown ; and 
therefore there could be no pretence 
for proceeding. 

Mr J. P. Grant denied that they 
were arguing a subject of personal 
right merely. These corporators 
were in possession of a right which 
they lield as a duty and a trust for 
the public* He was entirely opposed 
to any general and sweeping plan of 
reform. But to this degree of reform, 
those who resisted it on every other 
occasion ought to agree. 1 n Scotland 
there was no such thing as a popular 
election. But it was said that popu- 
lar elections were attended with dan- 
ger. If so, then England at the pre- 
sent moment was in a most dangerous 
situation, for her elections were of 
that character. He thought it would 
be impossible ever to govern Scot- 
land otherwise than as a province or 
colony, until she obtained something 
like a fair representation in the Le- 
gislative Assembly of the empire. 
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Sir George Clerk rose to protest 
against the doctrine, that the ques- 
tion before the House did not involve 
that of general reform ; for when 
once the safe-guards which protected 
the ancient rights and privileges of 
boroughs were broken down, it would 
be impossible to say where the work 
of innovation was to stop. Ip Eng- 
land no interference with the rights 
of boroughs was ever attempted by 
parliament, except in cases of cor- 
ruption ; and it was required that the 
clearest proofs should be given of ve- 
nality, before the right of election 
was impugned. Why should Edin- 
burgh be the first to be thus interfe- 
red with ? It had its peculiar mode 
of election. So had the cities and 
boroughs of England. He would ad- 
mit that in Edinburgh the number of 
electors was small, but in some cities 
in England the electors were not 
more numerous. Why, then, begin 
' with Edinburgh ? It would be much 
more safe not to interfere ; for it 
would be impossible to do so even 
in a slight degree, without letting in 
the whole question of general parlia- 
mentary reform. If he looked at the 
state of Scotland— at the rapid ad- 
vances she had made in the arts and 
sciences — at the great improvements 
in the moral condition of the people, 
he saw no ground for changing a 
system under which such a state of 
things had grown up. 

Sir II. Fergusson briefly supported 
the motion. 

Sir F. Burdett : — ‘‘ On the former 
occasion, when this question was dis- 
cussed, I felt great ditficulty in taking 
part in the debate, from a kind of 
feeling, that if I had interfered, the 
advocates of this question might have 
exclaimed Nm tali auxilio. But the 
question has been discussed this even- 
ing upon such broad and general 
grounds, that I now feel no hesitation 
in joining in the debate. The con- 


duct of the right hon. gentleman (Mr 
W. Dundas) who represents the cor- 
poration of Edinburgh, has undoubt- 
edly been such as to furnish the in- 
habitants of that city with a cogent 
reason why they should persevere in 
that claim of right which, I am glad 
to hear, they are determined, by all 
constitutional means, to urge and 
maintain, because he has exhibited 
the zeal with which a representative 
will always defen<| the interests of 
those who are really his constituents. 
Yet he could not deny that the sys- 
tem of* representation in Scotland is, 
as a system, complete in all its parts, 
a scandalous and unblushing viola- 
tion of all the rights of the people, 
and directly at variance with the best 
interests of the country. The case 
stated this evening by my learned 
friend (Mr Abercrombie) is so com- 
plete and unanswerable, that it has 
remained not only unanswered, but 
even unattempted to be answered. 
It is, in fact, like the political cor- 
ruption of Scotland, a * perfect chry- 
solite,' without flaw or blemish ; 

‘ Totus, teres, atqiie rotundus.’ 

Talk to the enemies of every species 
of reform of one evil, and they meet 
you by mentioning the existence of 
twenty others ! the hon. baronet (Sir 
George Glcrk) does, indeed, admit 
that the case of Edinburgh is atro- 
cious ; but then he says that of Bath 
is quite as atrocious. I perfectly agree 
with him. But it is in this way that 
all complaints are met in this House. 
Let any case, however scandalous, 
be brought forward, twenty others, 
equally scandalous, are immediately 
cited as reasons why no reform should 
be attempted in any case, because it 
cannot be applied to every one. 1 
trust that my learned friend will re- 
ceive the support of some part of his 
Majesty’s government. I can hardly 
call the present an administration ; it 
is rather two halves of one, drawing 
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together like galley slaves at the same 
oar. They have not one mind or sen- 
timent as to any one great question 
a^ecting the public welfare. What 
power keeps together so incongruous 
amass — what Mezentius is able, com- 
pkxn miserOi to join them like the 
living and the dead, I cannot divine. 
Like Calibans double monster, they 
have two heads and two voices.” — In 
conclusion, the hon. baronet called 
upon the right hon. gentleman (Mr 
Canning) in the spirit in which he 
had reprobated the principles which 
had consigned Galileo to th^ dun- 
geon, which, to use his phrase, had 
rolled back the tide of civilization, to 
support a motion which, without his 
aid, stood on a firm basis, and which 
defied even his ingenuity to shake. 
If this motion should be rejected, it 
would show the determination of the 
House to resist all improvement, and 
would compel men, when all rational 
Iiopes were destroyed, to go even 
further than their cooler judgments 
would prompt them. If the House re- 
jected the motion, the people of Eng- 
land, Ireland, and Scotland, might 
bid adieu to all reform from that 
House. 

Mr Keith Douglas could see no* 
thing special in the case of the city 
of Pldinburgh to call for the present 
motion. 

Lord A. Hamilton : — The only ar- 
gument that had been offered against 
tliis motion was, that it was contrary 
to the provisions of the union ; but 
this, in fact, was no argument at all, 
and could not be relied upon as a 
principle by which the opinion of the 
Houseshould be governed. The union 
with Ireland, and the interference 
with heritable jurisdictions, had ma- 
terially altered the question. 

The Lord Advocate said, he wish- 
ed this to be treated as a British, and 
not merely as a Scottish, subject. If 
a reform in the representation was to 


be attempted, he thought it would be 
but fair that the trial should extend 
to the whole empire, and not be con* 
fined merely to one of the weaker 
parts of it ; for, unless it were for the 
purpose of effecting some such gene- 
ral reform, he could not discover on 
what principle the charter of a bo- 
rough^ was to be taken from it, and 
the articles of the union violated, 
merely because it was imagined that 
its elective franchise might be placed 
in better hands? Where the elective 
franchise had been interfered with in 
England, it had always been on ac- 
count of some corruption or very im- 
proper conduct in the parties who 
had the exercise of it ; but against the 
borough of Edinburgh no misconduct 
had been, no misconduct could be, 
alleged. He believed the electors in 
this borough were less exceptionable 
than the electors of any other bo- 
rough in Scotland ; and it should be 
recollected, that although their num- 
ber only consisted of thirty-three, 
still these thirty-three were chosen by 
a very numerous body. Neither were 
they all of the same political prin- 
ciples ; six or seven of them, amongst 
whom was the convener of the guild 
of trade, agreed in their political opi- 
nions with the hon. gentlemen who 
sate on the same side of the House 
with the author of the motion. He was 
convinced that the giving votes to all 
those who occupied tenements of the 
value of L.5 a-year, and which were, 
in fact, generally occupied by gentle- 
men's servants, would, instead of im- 
proving the representation, have a 
directly contrary tendency. 

Mr Canning. — I have been called 
upon by the honourable baronet (Sir 
F. Burdett) to answer certain ques- 
tions which have been y^roposed to 
me, connected with the general ques- 
tion of reform, and to declare upon 
what ground I can, in any consisten- 
cy with some former declarations of 
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mine on another occasion, oppose 
that degree of improvement which is 
supposed to be contained in the pre- 
sent proposal. It is perfectly true, 
that on the occasion alluded to by the 
honourable baronet, I did make use 
of those expressions which he has 
taken as the foundation of his argu- 
ment ; and that I did state, ^ that I 
would not resist change, merely be- 
cause it was change, neither would I 
resist innovation, as innovation, — pro- 
vided they were accompanied by that 
degree ot‘ improvement and advan- 
tage which would sanction a depart- 
ure from established order, and war- 
rant the propriety of adopting them. 
And I confess I am very much at a 
loss to understand how any inference 
can be drawn from those professions, 
wliich w'ould warrant the assertion 
that 1 am bound to support reform at 
this moment more than at any other 
period of my political life ; and still 
less can I comprehend why it could 
be supposed 1 would support the 
measure now before the House, from 
any former declaration : for of it 1 do 
not hesitate to say, that if 1 had never 
opposed reform before, still I would 
give this motion my most determined 
opposition. I consider it, whether 1 
look to tlic circumstances of its intro- 
duction, or to the consequences which 
it professes to obviate, as being one 
of the most objectionable of all the 
measures of reform which I have yet 
known submitted to this House. The 
noble lord (A. Hamilton) has said 
that he hopes I do hot intend to rest 
my opposition to a reform in the Scot- 
tish boroughs, on the articles of union : 
to a certain degree, 1 will admit that 
I do not. If, on other grounds, I 
c<mld bring myself to think that a 
great and sweeping plan of reform, 
which would go to the reform not 
oidy of the Scottish boroughs, but of 
the whole system of representation 
in the empire, could be made practi- 


cable and beneficial ; and if these ar- 
ticles of union stood in the way of 
that general improvement, I would 
go with the noble lord in his view of 
the case, and say that nothing in that 
act with respect to a particular por- 
tion of the empire could be conclu- 
sive against the power and opinions 
of the legislature, when considering 
the advantages which would result to 
the whole community. But 1 think 
that no such gooli would result from 
any such sweeping or general reform ; 
that the present motion would not 
do good, either as advancing tlie ge- 
neral question, or putting a termina- 
tion to a particular abuse ; and I can- 
not blit be of opinion with the learn- 
ed lord who spoke before me, that 
we are bound to oppose any experi- 
mental plan of reform when about to 
be applied to that party who is the 
weakest in the compact, and that she 
has a right to say, Try the measure 
first upon yourselves, befoi’e you 
subject us to its consequences, and 
do not select the viler vessel to make 
upon it a trial of your experiments. 
Since the commenceinent of the pre- 
sent debate, I have had the articles 
of union put into my band ; and in 
them I find that the article upon the 
subject runs thus : — And be it pro- 
vided, that from and after this date, 
no one shall be capable to elect or be 
elected a member of the parliament 
for the United Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland, except such as may 
have been capable to elect or be elect- 
ed for the parliament of Scotland.*' 
Now I say, that as long as England 
preserves that state of representation 
which she possessed at the period of 
this union, so long has Scotland a 
right to plead that she should not be 
compelled to adopt any plans of re- 
form which England mays^not think 
it expedient to try upon herself; — but 
if, I repeat, the whole empire was to 
be affected by any such alterations, 
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then I would contend that Scotland 
could not plead this act of union in 
bat of the claims of that empire, for 
the purposes of universal benefit. 
Again I admity with the noble lord 
and the learned movers that there 
may not be in Scotland such an ex- 
pression of pcmular feeling as might 
be desirable. But we are not arguing 
the question with regard to Scotland 
alone. I am prepared to contend that, 
taking Scotland with its representa- 
tion, to be, as it virtually is, a part 
and parcel of an empire, in which so 
many classes of things and sentiments 
find, and must have, an organ of their 
opinions, it is fully and truly in pos- 
session of a representation of its opi- 
nions in the parliament of the king- 
dom. I do not mean to say that if I 
were allotting the portion of repre- 
sentation, I would not give to Scot- 
land a larger share of that popular 
infusion which I consider desirable ; 
but I do say, that the infusion of other 
parts of the empire, where the repre- 
sentation is of a character more po- 
pular, produces such a commixture 
in the general parliament of the em- 
pire, as 1 think sufficient to ensure 
all, even the highest, objects for 
which such a body may be desirable 
in this rich and populous country. 
Let us for a moment consider the case, 
as applied to Scotland, in the view of 
public benefit Have we any reason 
to believe that country to have been 
exposed to any difficulties, to have 
.suffered any distresses, because the 
representatives of that kingdom have 
not b6en chosen with the same re- 
gard to the popular voice as in the 
elections of this more wealthy and 
more populous nation } If we look 
to Scotland, can we say that in these 
tiroes, when the whole empire has 
been flourishing, she has not advan- 
ced in power and importance ? So 
far from that, I would say the very 
reverse is nearer the truth. She has 


even outstripped us in the race of 
prosperity, made advances to wealth; « 
and greatness, in a ratio much beyopd 
those who enjoyed in its fullest exr 
tent, the benefits of free and uncon-^ 
trolled election. The learned gen- 
tleman has said, that he has been in- 
duced to bring forward this motion 
from the disparagement which has 
been tliro#n upon the character 
the Scotch representatives. I own I 
have observed no shrinking — ^no awk- 
wardness of feeling on their part ; I 
have perceived no symptoms of that 
disparagement. Whatever may be 
said of Scotch representation, it must 
be admitted that Scotland makes 
good her own. Whatever may be the 
grievances of which she complains, 
she cannot complain of this country 
having made any idlrusion or any im- 
pression upon her representation — at 
least not permanently. There was, 
it is true, the exception of Mr Fox, 
who, having been once rejected by 
Westminster, sought refuge in the 
arms of Kirkwall. But I never heard 
of any southern invaders having made 
a permanent lodgment there — whilst 
they (the Scotch) are not satisfied 
with filling their own representation, 
but, besides, keep representatives in 
reserve for filling the boroughs of 
England. The very motion of this 
night proceeds from a gentleman 
who comes from that country ; who 
has nestled himself in an Englisir 
borough ; and who, having so nestled 
himself, undertakes with filial piety 
to reform the abuses in tlie represen- 
tation of his mother country. For 
my part, were 1 an advocate for the 
measure of parliamentary reform, 
which 1 am not, 1 would move an 
amendment to the motion of the 
learned ^ntleman, and instead of a 
motion for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the law relative to cbooT* 
sing a representative for Edinburgh,” 

I would propose that Edinburgh” 
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be otniUed, and that Caine*’ be sub- 
stituted for it. I would say to those 
who complain of smallness as an ob- 
jection to the exercise of elective 
rights, Look at home before you 
go abroad.** If this objection is to 
be an available one, why Kselect Edin- 
burgh, when the learned member, by 
looking at home, would find a fitting 
subject for the experiment he pro- 
poses? I have argued this question 
as it is connected with the place to 
which the motion has reference, and 
1 shall briefly proceed to notice it, 
as it is connected with the more ge- 
neral question of parliamentary re- 
form ; and first, 1 would say, that 
this is the single instance in which 
the paucity of the numbers of the 
electors has been made a ground of 
disfranchisement — on every other oc- 
casion, it has been deemed necessary 
to allege and prove an abuse in the 
exercise of the franchise; and I con- 
tend, that without the proof of such 
itbuse, there is no conclusive ground 
established for an alteration in it. J, 
besides, object to this motion, because 
it is the first time that such a change 
would be made on the ground that 
the electing portion of the inhabitants 
of a place is disproportionate to the 
bulk of its i)opulation— and because, 
by entertaining it now, a scries *of 
discussions leading to endless con- 
tentions and individual squabbles, 
would be let into that great question 
of parliamentary reform, of which the 
noble lord (Lord J. Russell) has given 
notice for an early day. 

Mr Hobhouse supported the mo- 
tion, and Mr Abercrombie having re- 
plied, the House divided. For the 
motion, 97 ; against it, 122 — majority 
against the motion, 25. 

The question of Parliamentary Re- 
form was agitated at considerable 
length upon Lord John Russell ha- 
ving;, on April 27, submitted a re^io- 
lution to the House of -Commons, to 

VOL. XIX. TART 1. 


the effect that the present state of 
the representation of the people of 
England requires the serious consi- 
deration of the House.’* The argu- 
ments on both sides were thread-bare, 
and often-repeated ones, with which 
the public is perfectly familiar. The 
motion was tupported by Lord AI- 
thorp, Lord Glenorchy, and Mr Hob- 
house ; and opposed by Mr J. Deni- 
son, Mr Ross, Lord Leveson Gower, 
and Mr William LamI), On a divi- 
sion, there appeared, for tlie motion, 
123, against it, 247 ; majority, 124. 

Lor4 John Russell was more suc- 
cessful, when, upon May 26, he, agree- 
ably to notice, rose to propose certain 
resolutions on the subject of bribery, 
and corruption. He observed, that in 
1775, a resolution was come to by the 
House, that if any member should ob- 
tain his scat by bribery and corruption, 
he should be visited with the utmost 
severity of the House ; but, notwith- 
standing this, it w^as notorious that 
bribery and corruption prevailed to 
an enormous extent, and that in many 
boroughs it was the practice for the 
agents of the candidates to give sums 
of money to the different voters, after 
the expiration of the fourteen days 
during which petitions might be pre- 
sented to the House, complaining of 
undue elections, by which expedient 
parties were enabled to practise the 
most gross bribery with impunity. 
Unless the House were resolved to 
put an effectual stop to such proceed- 
ings, it would be much better that 
voters should be allowed to sell their 
suffrages to the best ladder, in the 
same way as they sold their chattels 
or other articles of merchandise ; be- 
cause it was quite a farce that there 
should be bills in the statute-book, 
and resolutions on the journals of the 
House, against bribery and cor- 
ruption, whilst so many members 
procured their seats there by such 
means, jind totally sot these acts and 
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resolutions at defiance* He concluded 
by moving the resolutions: 

** 1. That whenever a petition shall 
be presented to this House, after tlje 
expiration of the time allowed for 
presenting petitions against the vali- 
dity of the return of any member of 
this House, by any person or persons, 
affirming that at any time within 18 
calendar months previous to present- 
ing the said petition, general bribery 
or corruption has been practised, for 
the purpose of procuring the election 
or return of any member or members 
to serve in parliament for ^any bo- 
rough, cinque port, or place, and it 
shall appear to the said House that 
such petition contains allegations suf- 
ficiently specific to require furtherin- 
vestigation, a day and hour shall be 
appointed by the said House for 
taking the said petition into consi- 
deration, so that the space of 20 days 
shall intervene between the day on 
which the said petition shall have been 
presented, and the day appointed by 
the said House for taking the same 
into consideration ; and notice of such 
day and hour shall be inserted, by or- 
der of the Speaker, in one of the 
two next Londoji Gazeffes, and shall 
also be sent by him to the returning 
officer of the borough, cinque port, 
or place, to which such petition shall 
relate: and a true copy of such notice 
shall by such returning officer be af- 
fixed to the door of the town-hall or 
parish church nearest to the place 
where the election of members to 
serve in parliament for such borough, 
cinque port, or place, has been usu- 
ally held. 

2. That at the hour appointed 
by the said House for taking such 
petition into consideration, the said 
House shall proceed to appoint a se- 
lect committee to inquire into the 
truth of the matters contained in the 
said petition, and report the result of 
their inquiry to the said House ; and 


such select committee shall consist of 
13 members, to be chosen by lot, ac- 
cording to the directions^ provisions, 
rules, and regulations, and subject to 
the exemptions for choosing 49 mem- 
bers by lot, contained in the various 
acts to regulate the trials of contro- 
verted elections, or returns of mem- 
bers 40 serve in parliament, so far as 
they are applicable thereto, and of 
two others to be appointed by the 
said House out of the members then 
present in the said House ; and the 
13 members so chosen by lot, toge- 
ther with the two members to be so 
appointed by the said House, shall be 
a select committee, and shall inquire 
into and try the matter of such peti- 
tion, and shall report their opinion 
thereof, together with the evidence 
given beforethem,tothe said House/' 

Mr C. W. Wynn said, that there 
was already a proper tribunal for in- 
vestigating and redressing the evils 
of which the noble lord complained, 
and moved the previous question. 

Mr Peel, for nis own part, did not 
disapprove of the principle contained 
in the resolutions ; but at the same 
time, without having bestowed some 
further attention upon them, he could 
not concur in them. 

Lord Milton observed, that this 
motion w as by no means improper to 
be introduced at the close of the par- 
liament; but if left till next sessionj 
some of the boroughs might, undei 
the present system of the House, Iiav£ 
a right to complain ; and it would in- 
duce some persons to look with a le- 
nient eye to them. 

Mr Lockhart was of opinion, tha! 
the words of the resolution were nol 
sufficiently comprehensive, so as to 
reach every species of bribery, 

Mr Brougham said, that the prac- 
tice referred to by the hon. member, 
of paying the electors after the elec- 
tion, though unconnected with any 
previous promise, was illegal. He had 
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ho doubt of Us being an act of cor- 
ruption, and of gross illegality. Al- 
though ail act of bribery, it might be 
a question how far the vote was dis- 
qualified thereby. His noble friend 
might, however, modify the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr Hume begged to state, .that he 
had received a letter from an elector 
in a certain place, intimating that 
they were prepared to receive any 
person who would pay L.3000. 

Mr Hudson Gurney would suppor 
the motion for the previous question. 
He believed that no member could 
be returned without doing some act 
against the law as at present consti- 
tuted. Either in meal or malt, it was 
the common understanding amongst 
persons to accommodate themselves 
more or less to the general practice. 
The bribery laws should be rendered 
more plain, simple, precise, and just. 

Mr Alderman Wood felt called 
upon to notice the extraordinary as- 
sertion of the hon. member (Mr 
(xurney) in which he represented all 
as havjiig their price. But if he as- 
serted that all members must pay 
either in meal or malt, he (Mr Wood) 
would tell that hon. member, that he 
had been three times returned for the 
City of London, and had never spent 
a shilling, even for conveyance of 
electors. 

Sir Robert Wilson observed, that 
the hon. member (Mr H. Gurney) 
was but little acquainted with South- 
wark. He (Sir Robert Wilson) had 
never paid one shilling, either in meal 
or malt; neither had his hon. col- 
league, in the one or the other. 

Tlie House then divided ; when the 
numbers were found to be equal, 
namely — for the first resolution, 62 — 
against it, 62. 

The Speaker gave his casting vote 
in favour of the resolution as follows : 

It now being his. duty to give his 
vote, and considering the proposed 


resolution, as merely declaratory of 
what are the powers and what is the 
duty of the House, and that any in- 
accuracy in the wording of the reso- 
lution might be amended when in the 
new parliament it must be revoted, 
he should give his vote in the affirma-* 
tive.” 

The second resolution was then 
put, and agreed to. 

Wednesday, April 19 Mr Little- 

ton said, in laying before the House 
the resolutions he was now about to 
propose, he knew that the com- 
plaints which were made against the 
proceedings of committees, out of 
doors, could not be effectually cured 
by any regulation of those commit- 
tees, or even by the interference of 
the House itself. They were all 
aware that the conduct of conflicting 
parties, out of doors, was such as im- 
posed great labour, and inflicted no 
little pain, on those who were obliged 
to attend private committees. Ef- 
forts of every description were re- 
sorted to, for the purpose of effecting 
the particular object of each of these 
conflicting bodies. I’he parties by 
their litigious conduct harassed and 
wearied the members of the House ; 
and the proceedings they frequently 
adopted to carry their point were 
alike destructive of the ends of public 
and private justice. They knew that 
cases had occurred in which members 
had conducted themselves in a way 
which showed that they were regard- 
less of their own honour, and’ of the 
interests of the public. He therefore 
thought the safe and preferable course 
would be, to adhere as far as possible 
to the system established at present, 
providing, that where any case of de- 
cided abuse in a committee up stairs 
was fairly made out, the parties com- 
plaining should be entitled to apply 
ior a select committee, to be appoint- 
ed by ballot, who should proceed 
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with the corsicleration of the bill. Tt 
appeared desirable to him that an aU 
(eration sliould he made in the pre- 
sent distribution of counties for the 
formation of' committees on private 
bills, 'file resolutions which lie was 
about to propose, would secure an ef- 
ficient attendance for each county, 
if these resolutions were carried, they 
must be considered only in tlie light 
of trial and experiment, and not as 
intending to interfere in any degree 
with the present established system. 
The lion, gentleman then moved his 
resolutions : "" 

“ That the present distribution of 
counties Ibr the purpose of forming 
committees on private bills, preparcil 
under the direction of the Speaker, 
.some years ago, has, from the great 
Inetjuality of the numbers of iriem- 
hers contained in each list, and from 
other causes, been found not to an- 
swer the object ibr which it was 
i rained. 

I’llat, with a view more nearly to 
equalize numbers, and to correct too 
strong a prevalence of local interests 
on committees on private bills, it is 
expedient that a new distribution of 
count ie.s sliould be made, containing 
ill each list, as nearly as may he, 120 
members ; one-half only, or llicrc- 
abouts, to be taken from the county 
immediately connected with the ob- 
ject of the hill, and the adjoining 
eountie.s; and the other half from 
otlier more distant counties of Great 
Britain and Ireland; and that the 
memlxTs serving for such counties, 
and the places wdtliin sucli counties, 
should constitute the commitiec on 
each bill. 

* 'iliat Mr Speaker be requested 
to direct a new distribution of coun- 
ties to be prepared at the commence- 
ment of each session, in such manner 
as shall be approved of })y Iiim, con- 
formably to the principle of the fore- 
going resolution. 


That every committee on a pri- 
vate hill he required to report to the 
House tlie hill referrorl to it, with 
the evidence and minutes of the pro- 
ceedings. 

That a committee he appointed 
at tlie commencement of every ses- 
sion of parliament, to be called * The 
Uommittee of Ap])eals upon I Vi vat e 
Bills vvliich committee shall con- 
sist of all tlie knights of the shire, all 
the members for cities, and such 
other members as may he named 
tlierein ; so that the wdiole munber 
appointed to serve upon such com- 
mittee shall amount to 2(X) at least. 

“ That where any party interested 
in a private bill, wdio shall have peti- 
tioned the House, and shall have ap- 
peared in supfiort of his petition by 
Jiimself, his counsel, or agent, in the 
committee upon such bill ; or, wliere 
the promoters of a private bill shall 
be dissatisfied with any vote of tlie 
committee upon .'-ucli bill, and shall 
petition the ilouse, setting forth the 
particular vole or votes obpicted to, 
and praying that they may be beard, 
by themselves, their counsel, or agent, 
against such vote or voles, such pe- 
tition shall, together with the report 
of the committee upon the })ill, and 
the minutes and evidence taken be- 
fore such committees, be referred to 
a select committee of seven members 
of the House, to be chosen by ballot 
from the committee of appeals upon 
private bills ; which select committee 
shall hear the arguments of the par- 
ties complaining of, and also of the 
parties supporting, such vote or votes, 
and shall report their opinion there- 
on to the House. 

That wlienever a petition shall he 
presented, cot'q laining of any vote 
of a committee upon a private bill, 
the House ‘hall fix a day wliercon to 
ballot for a select committee, to whom 
such petition shall he referred; upon 
w'Uich day, at "a quarter past four 
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o’clock, or as near thereto, as the 
question wliich may be then before 
the Jiouse will permit, the Speaker 
'shall order the doors of the House to 
be locked, and the names of the mem- 
bers composing the coinniittce of ap- 
peals upon private bills being written 
upon separate pieces of paper, and 
put into the glass, the clerk shall 
<lraw therefrom the names, untH seven 
members of such committee who shall 
be then present, and who shall not 
have voted in the committee upon 
the private hill to wliicfi the petition 
refers, shall have answered to their 
names; which seven members shall 
he the select committee to v/homsuch 
petition shall be referred, and such 
select committee shall meet for busi- 
ness the following day, at eleven 
o’clock, and continue to sit, de die in 
dir/n, until they shall have reported 
upon the same. 

That no member of such select 
committee shall absent himself there- 
from during its sitting. 

That such select committee shall, 
if they think fit, after the hearing of 
such argument, order the party or 
parties complaining to pay the whole 
or any part of the costs attending the 
same:” (to which these .words were 
added, as an amendment) and that 
\^nly one counsel or agent shall be 
heard in support of the petition oi‘ 
any one party.'' 


That the party or parties com- 
plaining shall, previously to the bal- 
loting for sucli select committee, en- 
ter into recognizances, he, slie, or 
they, in the sum of 3(K)/., and two 
sureties in the sum of 150/. each, for 
the payment of such costs as may be 
awarded against him or them.” 

After some unimportant discussion, 
the House divided on the seventh re- 
solution — ayes, 42 — noes, 34 — ma- 
jority, 8 ; after wliich, the resolutions 
were agreed to. 

In the House of Lords, on April 
25, tUc Karl of Liverpool moved the 
first reading of certain bills, which 
were to restore James Sutherland, 
Esq. to the dignity and title of Baron 
Duffus — to restore David Ogiivy, 
Esq. and others, from the ciTects of 
the attainders of James, eldest son of 
David, Earl of Airlie ; and of David 
Ogiivy, taking upon himself the title 
of Lord Ogiivy — to restore Patrick 
Murray Threipland, of Fingask, to 
the dignity of a baronet — to restore 
Francis iWon Wemyss and others 
from the effects of the attainder of 
David Wemyss, commonly called 
Lord Elcho. 

lliesc bills were read a first time, 
and subsequently passed. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


DmoluHon of Pa rUament.^ Summoning a New Parliament, —Siaic of the 
Cvuntri/. — Expedition to PortugaL-^JVar with the Burmam a7id the 
Rajah of' Bhnrt pore* 


On May i2i2d, Parliament was pro- 
rogued till the l ith of June, by the 
following royal speetdi, delivered by 
Commissioners. 

The Commons being summoned to 
the House of Lords hi th^ usual form, 
and the commission being read, the 
Lord Chancellor read the following 
speech : — 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

His Majesty coinniands us to in- 
form you, that th.e state of the public 
business enabling his Majesty to close 
the session at a period of the year the 
most convenient for a general election, 
it is his Majesty's intention to dis- 
solve, without delay, the present Par- 
liament, and to direct the issue of 
writs for the calling of a new one. 

His Majesty cannot take leave of 
you, without commanding us to ex- 
press his Majesty's deep sense of the 
zeal and public spirit which you have 
constantly displayed in the discharge 
of your several important functions. 

His Majesty in particular acknow- 
ledges the promptitude and discretion 
with wliich you have applied your- 
selves to the objects specially recom- 
mended to you by his Majesty at the 
commencement of this session ; and 
bis Majesty confidently hopes that the 
good efect of your deliberations will 
be manifested in the improved stabi* 
Ijity of public and private credit. 


His Majesty has the satisfaction 
to inform you, that the distinguished 
skill, bravery, and success with which 
the operations of the British arms, iu 
the dominions of the King of Ava, 
have been carried on, have led to the 
signature, upon highly honourable 
terms, of a preliminary treaty with 
that sovereign, which his Majesty has 
every reason to expect will be the 
foundation of a secure aud permanent 
peace. 

“ His Majesty further commands 
us to repeat to you, that bis Majesty's 
earnest endeavours have continued to 
be unremittingly exerted to prevent 
tjie breaking out of hostilities among 
ndtious, ana to put an end to tliosc 
which still unhappily exist, as well in 
America as in Europe. 

‘‘ Gentlemen of the House of 
Commons, 

His Majesty commands us to 
thank you for the provision whicli you 
have made for the service of the year. 

His Majesty's attention will be 
constantly directed to the reduction of 
the pubhc expenditure in every de- 

f ree that may be consistent with the 
lie maintenance of tlie security, ho- 
nour, and interests of his kingdom. 
My Lords ami Gentlemen, 

'"We arc especially commanded to 
assure you, that his Majesty's 
nal feelings have been deeply anected 
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by the distresses which have prevail- 
ed among the manufacturing classes 
of his Majesty’s subjects, and by the 
exemplary patience with which those 
distresses have been generally borne. 

His Majesty trusts that the causes 
out of which the partial stagnation of 
employment has arisen, are, under the 
blessing of Providence, in a course of 
gradual abatement. . 

** His Majesty is confident that your 
presence and example in your scvei^al 
counties will contribute to maintain 
and encourage the loyal and orderly 
spirit which pervades the great body 
of his people; and his Majesty relies 
upon your disposition to inculcate that 
harmony and mutual good-will among 
the several great interests of the coun' 
try, upon which the common prospe- 
rity of them all essentially depends.'^ 

The Lord Chancellor then signified 
his Majesty’s royal will and pleasure, 
that the present Parliament be pro- 
rogued to Wednesday, the 14th day 
of June next ; to which day it was 
prorogued accordingly. 

On May 24th, the King issued a 
proclamation dissolving the Parlia- 
ment, and calling a new one, the writs 
to be returnable on the 25th July. 

The last parliament, which, when 
dissolved, was in the seventh, and le- 
gally the last year of its existence, 
will be memorable for the many great 
and important changes introduced un- 
der its sanction, into the judicial and 
commercial system of the country. It 
was a great point gained by the advo- 
cates of improvement, that it had 
given the broadest possible sanction to 
the truth, that all changes ought not 
at all times to be pertinaciously re- 
sisted. It cannot be doubted, now- 
cver, that nmch of its character of li- 
bendity was impressed ujmn it by mi- 
nisters themselves; and it has beeu 
surmised by some that the liberal part 
of the administration would have push- 
ed tlieir policy still farther, had they 


been more certain than they were that 
their views would be seconded by 
Parliament. 

The general election, which suc- 
ceeded the dissolution of Parliament, 
contributed in a considerable degree 
to diminish the distress of the lower 
orders, by throwing into circulation 
large portions of the wealth of the 
aristocracy. The different contested 
elections were, in general, remarkable 
for the absence of all asperity of party 
feeling ; and in no previous instance 
of a general election, had ministerial in- 
fluence been less openly and less acti vely 
exerf;pd. These, and the general re- 
sults of the election, were signs of the 
times, which strikingly indicated that 
tone and temper* of the public mind, 
to which we have already adverted. 

During the spring, and most of the 
summer, the working classes in the 
manufacturing districts, owing to the 
want of employment, were reduced to 
a state of misery, deplorable beyond 
all former example. Famine itself* 
in this country, had never subjected 
the working classes to more cruel and 
trying privations than they were fated 
to endure. The benevolence and chari- 
ty of the public were not slow in pro- 
viding at least a partial relief for suf- 
ferings, the contemplation of which 
agonized humanity ; and which ex- 
cited more powerful sympathy on ac- 
count of the resignation and fortitude 
with which they were borne. Public 
meetings were held in London and 
the great provincial towns, and large 
sums were subscribed in aid of the 
funds which were collected in the dis- 
tressed districts for relief of’ the suf- 
ferers. 

Though the prevailing distress led 
immediately to no popular disturb- 
ance, yet that, combined with the re- 
cent introduction into the weaving 
trade of engines of stupendous power, 
called power-looms, by which much ma- 
nual labour was superseded, provoked 
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the weavers, iu several ilistricts of Lan- 
cashire and YorksJiire, into open out- 
rage. Collecting in large masses, they 
destroyed immonse numbers of the 
obnoxious engines ; and resisted not 
only the civil power, but the military 
Force whicl* was emj)Ioyed to quell 
them — a duty which was executed 
witli singular forbearance and hu- 
manity, but not without bloodshed. 

The new Parliament assembled on 
the 20th November ; but we must re- 
serve noticing its proceedings for our 
ensuing volume. 

Under the liead of Spain and Por- 
tugal, we shall have occasion to relate 
at length a series of important politi- 
cal and military events, wliicb led the 
Portuguese government, in virtue of 
ancient obligations of alliance and 
amity subsisting between the two 
eountrics, to demand of ours, its aid 
against a hostile aggression from 
Spain. Tiic deimuul was made on 10th 
December; next day it was commu- 
nicated by royal message to botli 
Houses of Parliament; and, on the 
clay folI(»wing, addresses were, w ith al- 
most unexampled unanimity, voted by 
lw)tb Houses, assuring his Majesty of 
their cordial co-operation in carrying 
into effect such niea§ures us his Ma 7 
jesty might think proper to adopt to 
repel the aggression, whieli was the 
subject of the message. Witli such 
admirable decision and celerity did 
government proceed on this occasion, 
that Mr Secretary Cauriing was ena- 
bled on the 12th, only two days from 
the date of tlie demand made by the 
Portuguese ambaste;ulor, in name of 
his govetnment, to announce to the 
House of Commons, when moving tlic 
address, tliat British troops for Portu- 
gal were already on their march ; and 
in less than a fortnight, the whole ex- 
pedition, (whicli was t(^ lie reinforced 
from Ireland and Gibraltar, and tO' 
consist altogetlnu* of 5000 men, in- 
Hiidijig four squadrons of cavalry, and 


commanded by Lieutenant-General Sir 
William H. Clinton,) had embarked 
at and sail(‘d from Portsmouth. 

must now^ direct attention to 
the state of British affairs in the IJast 
Indies. In our last volume, in rofiT- 
eiice to the war with the Burmans, 
we mentioned, that the British army 
having established itself at I^ata- 
noogh on the 27th December, 1825, a 
truce was concluded with tlie enemy, 
and an agreement entered into that 
negotiations for peace sliould com- 
mence on the 1st of January. Accord- 
ingly, on the day fixed, the British 
commaiuler-in-cbief, and the second 
commissioner, Mr Rol>ertsoii, attend- 
ed by the brigadiers attached to our 
army, met the tw'O Burmese com- 
missioners, Kelicn Merzjee and the 
Kce Wongcc. The place of confer- 
ence was a boat moored in the mid- 
dle of the river, between Patanoogh 
and Melloone. The following were 
tbe terms of the treaty of peace, de- 
finitively agreed to at that confer- 
ence : — 

The four provinces of Arracan 
to be definitively ceded to tlie Ho- 
nourable Company in perpetuity. 

“The provinces ofMcrgui, Tavay, 
and Zca, to be ceded to the Honour- 
able (^.ompany in perpetuity. 

“ The Burman government en- 
gages to pay the Honourable Com- 
pany one crore of rupees, by instal- 
ments, the periods for the payment 
of w'bich to be settled this day. 

“ The provinces or kingdoms of 
Assan, Ca^har, Zeatung, and Muni- 
pore, to be placed under princes to 
be named by the British govern- 
ment. 

“ Residents, with an escort of fifty 
men, to be at each court : British ships 
to be admitted into Burmese ports, 
to land their cargoes free of duty, not 
to unship their rudders or land their 
guns ; Burmese sliips to have the 
same privilege in British ports ; no 
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persons to be molested for their opi- 
nions or condact during the war 
hereafter. 

The Siamese nation to be inclu- 
ded in the peace." 

A treaty, in the above form, was 
signed on the 3d January; and it 
was arranged that the ratification of 
it by the Burmese monarch, and the 
British prisoners then at Amara- 
poorah, were to arrive on the 15th at 
Batanoogh. 

It might have been thought that 
the Burmans had been too eftectualiy 
humbled to venture upon eluding the 
terms of the above treaty, and re- 
newing their resistance to British de- 
mands. But their courage was not 
yet wholly subdued, nor their trea- 
chery exhausted. The 15th of Ja- 
nuary passed, without the arrival of 
the ratification or the British prison- 
ers ; and the commander-in-chief 
having observed a great augmenta- 
tion of the enemy's forces at Mel- 
loone, and that he was busily em- 
ployed in multiplying his stockades, 
determined upon attacking that town 
on the 19th. Accordingly, having 
made his preparations, he passed the 
river, and attacked the enemy’s camp 
with tlie most decided success. The 
enemy fied in all directions ; and the 
town, with all the ordnance, boats, 
commissariat stores, and a small 
quantity of treasure fell into the 
hands of the victors. 

In the meantime. Colonel Pepper 
of the Madras army, and command- 
ing in Pegu, was threatening the ca- 
pital on the side of Tonghoo. In- 
tending to reduce Zittaun, a stock- 
ade on the eastern bank of a river of 
tliat name, and midway between 
Shogheen, where he lay encamped, 
and Martaban, he dispatched the 3d 
regiment, light infantry, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Corry , on that service. 
At two o’clock, on 7th January, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Corry caused the 


attack upon Zittaun to be made ; but, 
unfortunately, it completely failed, 
with a severe loss to the attacking 
regiment in killed and wounded. 
Among the former was the command- 
ing officer himself. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nm Pepper, on receiving intelligence 
of this sad event, hastened in person 
with a reiiiforcement to Zittaun, 
which he reached on the 11th, and 
immediately prepared of new to at- 
tack the place. It stood on an emi- 
nence, and was garrisoned^^by 3000 
or 4000 men. The British artillery, 
having taken up a position, com- 
menced a fire of shot and shells upon 
the enemy ; while the other troops, 
formed into columns, prepared to 
ford a creek which flanked the north 
side of the stockade. They advanced 
up to their necks in water, exposed 
all the time to a most destructive fire ; 
and having gained their different po- 
sitions, the advance was sounded to 
storm simultaneously; and in less 
than twenty minutes, the place was 
in their possession. The loss of the 
British was very considerable. 

The main force, under Sir A. 
Campbell, after the capture of Mel- 
loone, advanced by rapid marches 
upon Amarapoorah, the capital. He 
was met by repeated messages from 
the Burmese sovereign, offering terms 
of peace, not so advantageous to us 
as tnose which had been agreed upon, 
and which were consequently reject- 
ed. Several skirmishes also took 
place between the two armies, which 
uniformly ended in the repulse of tlie 
enemy. At length, the British having 
reached Yandaboo, within four days* 
march of the capital, the barbarous 
monarch, alarmed for its fate, on 24?th 
February, formally made his sub- 
mission, and ratified the agreed op 
treaty. At the same time, he paid 
down the first instalment of twenty- 
five lacs of the crore of rupees, ami 
restored all his prisoners. In addi- 



292 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. CCHaf. 8; 


tion to the former conditions of the 
treaty^ the enemy agreed to acknow- 
ledge Gumbeer Singh as Rajah of 
Munipore^ and that in addition to the 
other provinces ceded to the Ho- 
nourable Company, they were to re- 
tain Ramree, Cheduba, and Sanda- 
mey. 

Our troops commenced their re- 
turn by the Irawaddy, on the 5th of 
March, and arrived in safety at Cal- 
cutta, having been preceded by the 
gallant Sir A. Campbell, and Mr Ro- 
bertson. 

While our Indian government was 
engaged in that war with the' Bar- 
mans, which had commenced so in- 
auspiciously, and under the most dis- 
mal forebodings, but ended so ho- 
nourably and gloriously, it found it- 
self compelled to undertake hostili- 
ties against another power, of less re- 
nown and fewer resources, but still 
fat from contemptible. 

The late Rajah of Bhurtpore had 
appointed his son Bulwint Singh to 
be his successor, and the Indian Com- 
pany to be his guardians. A native 
chieftain of Agra, named Doorgu 
Sail, chose to take up arms against 
the youthful prince, and succeeded 
in expelling him from his dominionc, 
after having taken tlie redoubted fort- 
ress of Bhurtpore, which, in a former 
war. Lord Lake had vainly endea- 
voured to reduce. In discharge of the 
sacred trust which it had un&rtaken, 
the Company’s servants resolved upon 
measures for dethroning and expel- 
ling the usurper, and restoring Bul- 
wint Singh to his lawful rights ; and, 
accordingly, dispatched a large force. 


under Lord Combermere, against 
Bhurtpore, the seat of the usurper’s 
government. 

Having taken up a position in 
front of that formidable fortress, on 
10th December 1826, his lordship, 
being desirous to save the women and 
children within it from the horrors 
of a siege, addressed a letter to Door- 
un Sml, on the 21st, calling upon 
im to send them out of the fort, 
and promising them a safe conduct 
through his camp. To that letter an 
evasive reply was returned. On the 
25th, the trenches were opened ; 
and on the 18th January, the place 
was carried by storm. Among the 
prisoners, were the usurper himself^ 
and two sons, who, with an escort, 
attempted to force a passage through 
the light cavalry. The English loss 
during the siege was so astonishingly 
low, as scarcely to exceed 500 men 
and 18 officers killed and wounded; 
and some of that loss was caused by 
the explosion of a mine under the 
north-east angle of the fortress, in an 
unexpected direction ; which explo- 
sion was the signal for the storm. 
The enemy’s loss was not short of 
4000 killed. Few escaped, owing to 
the dispositions of the cavalry. The 
military power of Bhurtpore having 
been annihilated by the capture of 
the fortress, and the ammunition and 
arms contained within it, the prison- 
ers, after having been disarmed, were 
set free. All the other places of 
strength within the Bhurtpore terri- 
tory, successively surrendered to the 
British force. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Francc^Spain.^ Portugal 


The affairs of these three king- 
doms were this year, in some import- 
ant respects^ so connected and inter- 
'lyoven, as scarcely to admit of a se- 
parate discussion; and, on that ac- 
count, we have classed them under 
one head. 

In France, since the closing of the 
Chambers of 1 825, the Jesuitical party 
in the state had been most assiduous in 
pushing their schemes for evangelising 
the public mindy and augmenting and 
consolidating their unconstitutional 
influence. The king seemed to be 
entirely at their disposal ; and Villele, 
the minister, moderate in his views, 
cautious and intelligent, but ambi- 
tious and tenacious of his power, felt 
himself constrained, in every instance, 
to adopt a line of policy moderately 
conformable to their views. With a 
Chamber of Deputies, the majority 
of which was most obsequious to him, 
be there experienced no opposition to 
his measures ; and, anomalous as the 
fact may seem, it was in the Chamber 
of Peers that the national temper and 
spirit found their most efficient re- 
presentatives. 

The Chambers opened their session 
on the 1st February. The royal 
speech commenced by stating that 
there existed no necessity, in the judg- 
ment of his majesty, for anticipating 
the period originally fixed for calling 


the Chambers together ; and his ma-> 
jesty therefore expressed the satis^ 
faction he felt at not having abridged^ 
the repose on which they were al- 
lowed to depend. The death of the 
Emperor Alexander was briefly de- 
plored, as that of one of the king's 
most magnanimous allies. The con- 
vention concluded with Great Bri- 
tain, for the purpose of rendering 
more uniform the condition to which 
the reciprocal navigation of the twa 
kingdoms and their colonies was sub^ 
ject, was described as a measure from 
which his majesty anticipated happy 
results to the commerce of France* 
The fate of St Domingo having been 
fixed, it was intimated that one of the 
subjects to which the Chambers would 
have to direct their attention, would 
be a law for the division of the in- 
demnity which had been reserved for 
the ancient planters. His majesty 
assured them, that the progress of the 
national prosperity would allow of 
the reduction of those burdens, which 
pressed most upon the people ; but 
It also intimated, that increased al- 
lowances would be proposed for the 
ministers of religion. The speech 
then referred to the law of primo- 
geniture (which had no footing in 
France) and some intended modifica- 
tions of the existing laws as affecting 
the succession to property. 
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In the course of the session a law 
was proposed by ministers for the in- 
demnification of the St Domingo 
planters, which, after undergoing 
some amendments, was adopted by 
both Chambers. Being of little im- 
portance, excepting to the planters 
themselves, it requires no farther no- 
tice. The other law, which was al- 
luded to in the royal speech, was of 
a different character ; and as it affect- 
ed the established law of succession, 
which the public had been taught to 
consider as their great security against 
the restoration of feudalism and the 
entire of the old regime, it threw the 
whole of France into extreme agita- 
tion. 

■ The measure was brought forward 
in the Chamber of Peers on the 10th 
February, by the keeper of the seals, 
who took great pains to show the in- 
compatibility of the existing law of 
succession, "by which children suc- 
ceeded in common to the landed pro- 
perty of their ancestors with the 
ihnonarchical principle.” The indi- 
vidual in a monarchy,** he observed, 
** is a family, a man collective, who 
succeeds himself and perpetuates him- 
self, a man who never changes his 
position and wishes to change no- 
thing. In democracies,'* he proceed- 
ed to observe, of which, not dura- 
bility, but division and change were 
the principle — the individual is the 
man, the isolated man, the man of a 
day, the man without care or regard 
as to what is passing, or what may 
occur ; the man who has not time to 
establish anything, because in the 
state to which he belongs everything 
is constantly changing." After ma- 
king this rather broad, and at same 
time metaphysical distinction between 
monarchical and republican govern- 
ments, he proceeded to expose the 
inconveniences to a monarchical go- 
vernment, in which the people were 
allowed to participate, from the in- 


finite division of landed property, to 
which the existing law necessarily 
conducted ; and concluded, by sub- 
mitting the following project of a 
new law upon the subject. 

Art. 1. In every succession devia- 
ting from the direct line of descent, 
and paying 300 francs of land-tax, it* 
the deceased had not conveyed the 
disposable quota, that quota shall be 
ascribed as a legal provision the 
eldest of the deceased's male children. 

If the deceased has conveyed a part 
of the disposable quota, the legal 
provision shall be made up of the un- 
disposed portion of the quota. 

The legal provision shall be drawn 
from the real estate, and in case of 
a shortcoming, from the personal 
estates, 

2. The enactments of the two first 
of the preceding paragraphs shall be 
of no effect when the deceased shall 
have formally expressed his inten- 
tion by a deed, inter vivox^ or by will. 

3. The property wdiich it is per- 
mitted to make over in terms of the 
Articles 9, 1 3, 15, and 16, of the Civil 
Code, may be disposed of in whole or 
in part by a deed inter vivos y or by tes- 
tament, but burdened with the provi- 
sions due to one or more of the tes- 
tator's children, born, or to be born, 
even to the twelfth degree inclusive. 

The project was warmly resisted in 
both Chambers, chiefly on the grounds 
that it was a stroke aimed at the or- 
der of things which had prevailed in 
France for many years ; that it was 
an attempt to re-create a privileged 
aristocracy; and that what agricul- 
tural prosperity the country had to 
boast of was ascribable to the existing 
law of succession. 

After the project had undergone a 
variety of amendments, it was finally 
put to the vote in the Chamber of 
Peers on the 8th of April, when there 
voted for the first and second articles 
in it 04‘, against them 120» The 
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third article was adopted by a tnajo- 
rity of 54*. 

This result of the discussion was 
considered by the public as a defeat 
of the ministry, and a t»'iumph over 
the ancient aristocracy, and as such 
was celebrated with great rejoicings 
in the capital. These led to some 
rather serious disturbances, •which 
ended in tlie commitment to prison 
of a few youthful offenders. 

It was conceived that, the project 
having been deprived of most of its 
virtue by the rejection in the Cham- 
ber of Peers of its first and second 
articles, ministers would not press it, 
in its mutilated state, to a decision in 
the Lower Chamber, In this expecta- 
tion, however, the public was disap- 
pointed; for, on the 8th May, the 
third article of the project was put 
to the vote in that Chamber, when 
there voted for it 261, against it 76. 

In Spain no event of any public 
importance occurred which was not 
connected with the affiiirs of Portu- 
gal, of which we shall immediately 
treat. Ferdinand continued under 
the besotting influence of Caloraarde, 
the chief, or rather tool, of the Apos- 
tolical party, and continued to display, 
in liis treatment of all who were sus- 
pected of liberal principles, his usual 
intolerance and cruelty. And yet it 
was by the machinations of the Car- 
lists that his government was con- 
stantly disturbed and endangered.* 

The King of Portugal hping been 
attacked with an apoplectic flt, toge- 
ther with e|>ilep8y, on 4th March, ex- 
pired at Lisbon on the 10th of that 
month, at the age of 58 years. At the 
lime, his hopeful son, Don Miguel, 
in honourable exile at Vienna, and his 


consorti the great originator of plots 
against the government, was kept in a 
state of exclusion at the palace of 
Quebeira. The Emperor of "Brazil, 
as eldest son of the deceased king, 
succeeded by law to the vacant throne ; 
and thus Portugal and Brazil became 
again united under the same save- 
reign. In order, however, to prevent 
the disorders which might ensue upon 
his death, and any disturbance be- 
ing given to the lawful order of suc- 
cession, the late king had, by a decree 
issued when be was on his deathbed, 
vestedL the government in his fourth 
daughter, the Infanta Donna Isabella 
Maria, who was t wen t)^- four years of 
age — a well-meaning, but, as was 
discovered by experience, a passive 
and weak-minded woman. With a 
view to counteract the rebellious ac- 
tivity of the Queen’s faction and the 
monks, whose aim it was to have 
Don Miguel proclaimed Absolute 
King, the British government had 
caused a fleet to be stationed in the 
Tagus ; owing to which mainly, 
Donna Isabella Maria was enabled to 
enter upon the discharge of the func- 
tions of regent without opposition. 
She exercised those functions in the 
name of her brother, Don Pedro, the 
king and emperor ; and to the asto- 
nishment of many, the queen dow- 
ager gave in her adhesion to the re- 
gent’^ authority. Soon after, her 
royal highness received a letter from 
her brother, Don Miguel, at Vienna, 
in which he expressed his readiness 
to submit in all things to the will of 
the late king ; and disclaimed 'point- 
edly the most distant intention of 
sanctioning or countenancing, either 
directly or indirectly, any machina- 
tion against the tranquillity of the? 
state ; and he called on his sister, in 


• By a new convention entered into by him and the King of France, the French army in 
Spain, which, by the treaty of lOth December l»24, was reduced to 25,000 men, was still far- 
tlu r reduced to 15,000, and only Cadiz and Pampeluna were to he garrisoned by them. 
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the possible event of any persons at- 
tempting to create disturbances, un- 
der the pretended sanction of his 
name, to make use of his letter, for 
the purpose of disproving, on his 
part, anything approaching to par- 
ticipation in their councils, or appro- 
bation of their measures. 

It is highly probable that the above 
letter was written at the dictation of 
the Austrian ministers, since the 
Austrian emperor was naturally in^ 
terested in the succession of his son- 
in-law, Don Pedro, to the Portuguese 
throne ; but be that as it may, no 
one supposed it to have been con- 
ceived in a spirit of sincerity. 

Among the earliest measures of 
the new government, was the dis- 
patching a deputation of noblemen 
to the Court of Brazil, for the pur- 
pose of endeavouring to prevail on 
Don Pedro to return to his Euro- 
pean dominions. The deputation 
sailed from the Tagus, in a line of 
battle ship, on 29th April. The re- 
sult of this mission was looked for- 
ward to with much anxiety. It was 
clear, that if Don Pedro believed that 
monarchical institutions could be per- 
petuated in Brazil, and consulted the 
dignity of his dynasty, he would re- 
main where he was, in a country des- 
tined to become one of the most 
powerful on the globe ; but that if he 
studied only his personal ease and 
dignity, he would return to Portugal, 
which still was as powerful as Brazil 
then was, and where the legitimacy 
of his.title of king would command a 
respect from his brother potentates, 
which they would scarcely allow to 
bis newfangled one of emperor. 

' But before the above deputation 
could have reached Brazil, Don Pe- 
dro himself had matured a scheme 
for the government of Portugal, in 
the event of the death of his father. 
According to this scheme, he was to 
mount the Portuguese throne, but 


bis residence was to be fixed in Bra- 
zil ; at the head of the regency M^as 
to be placed his eldest daughter, the 
Princess de Beira, Maria da Gloria, a 
diild seven years of age, with whom 
were to be associated such Portu- 
guese as possessed the esteem and 
confidence of the nation ; when the 
Princ&s arrived at maturity, she, in 
virtue of a dispensation by the Pope, 
(who, among his other ghostly pre- 
rogatives, claims that of sanctioning 
violations of the law of nature,) was 
to be married to her uncle Don Mi- 
guel, when the kingdom was to be 
transferred by Don Pedro to her and 
Don Miguel. 

On receiving the news of the death 
of his father, however, the views of 
Don Pedro underwent considerable 
modifications. With the decision 
which marks his character, he, by a 
decree of 25th April, confirmed the 
regency which had been nominated 
by the late king, and authorized its 
exercise of the power of government, 
until the installation of the one to be 
nominated in the constitutional char- 
ter, which he designed to bestow 
upon the Portuguese, By a second 
decree, of date 27th April, he grant- 
ed a general amnesty to all Portu- 
guese, arrested, or under judgment 
for political offences, or for desertion. 
By a third, dated 29th April, he gave 
to the Portuguese a constitutional 
charter, consisting of 8 titles and 145 
articles. By this charter, the crown 
of Portugal was vested in the person 
of the Princess Maria da Gloria, and 
her descendants; and the govern- 
ment was strictly modelled after the 
form of the British one, by the esta- 
blishment of two Chambers and other 
provisions. By other decrees, dated 
wth April, his Majesty nominated, 
individually, the persons who were to 
compose the Chamber of Peers, per- 
sons of the first distinction in the 
state, at the liead of whom was placed 
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the Duke de Cadaval^ as their presi- 
dent ; and directed the regency im« 
mediately to proceed with the elec- 
tions of the deputies, conformably to 
the charter. These decrees were fol- 
lowed up by another more important 
one, of date 2d Ma^. By tnis, his 
majesty abdicated his rights to the 
crown of Portugal, in favour of his 
daughter Donna Maria da Gloria; 
but, at same time, ordained that she 
should not leave the Brazilian domi- 
nions until she had sworn to observe 
the charter, and her marriage with 
Don Miguel was concluded, it being 
expressly declared, that, in the case of 
the non-fulfilment of these conditions, 
his abdication was to be considered 
null and of no effect. 

These measures were universally 
ascribed to the advice and influence 
of Sir Charles Stuart, the British am- 
bassador to the Brazils ; and the be- 
lief in the fact was confirmed by the 
circumstance of his being employed 
by the emperor and king to convey 
his royal decrees to Lisbon. 

His excellency arrived in the Ta- 
gus on 2d July ; but it was not until 
the 7th that the corvette, on board 
of which he was, was permitted to 
enter the port. This delay arose from 
some doubts in the regency as to the 
propriety of acknowledging the char- 
ter, of which it was known Sir Charles 
Stuart was the bearer. At the head 
of the doubters was the Count de 
Porto Santo, minister for foreign af- 
fairs. At length, the princess, find- 
ing a speedy decision unavoidable, 
dismissed Porto Santo from office, 
and on the 8th gave an audience to 
the ambassador. On the 11th, the 
decree of Don Pedro, which con- 
firmed the regency, was published ; 
and on the 13th, appeared a procla- 
' mation announcing, that the charti^r 
would speedily be made public. 

This proclamation was gratefully 
received by the inbtcbitants of the ca- 


pital and other large towns ; but by a 
great part of the army, and the rus- 
tic part of the population, it was re- 
garded with extreme abhorrence. In 
the mountainous province of Tras-os- 
Montes, the inhabitants of which are 
the most bigoted, and, at the same 
time, the most hardy and warlike in 
Portugal, and strongly attached to 
the Silviera family, particularly the 
Marquis de Chaves, who had headed 
the counter-revolution of 1823, and 
had since resided at Madrid, a coun- 
ter-proclamation appeared, urging the 
people to insurrection. In this do- 
cument, it was affirmed that Don Pe- 
dro had forfeited hi^ rights to Portu- 
gal, by making choice of Brazil for 
his empire, after its independence 
was declared ; that by the fundament- 
al laws of the kingdom, the crown 
had devolved upon his younger bro- 
ther Don Miguel, and that the de- 
crees of Don Pedro were inspired by 
a revolutionary faction, who sought 
to subvert the liberties of Portugal. 
This proclamation had its effect upon 
the peasantry, who, in great numbers, 
took up arms, expecting to be rein- 
forced from the side of Spain. But 
Saldanha, the commanding-general 
at Oporto, by prompt and vigorous 
movements, succeeded m dispersing 
these rude and disorderly hordes, ana 
in capturing their chiefs, among 
whom was a brigadier-general of mi- 
litia, named Madeira, and an ex- 
colonel of the name of Silva. 

The charter was at length pro- 
claimed on the 31st July, through- 
out the whole kingdom, without any 
opposition, and with great rejoicings^ 
after the oath to it had been taken 
by the princess regent, and the prin- 
cipal civil and military officers in the 
State, as also the bishops and arch- 
bishops; and soon afterwards, the 
functions of the former council of 
State having ceased, a proclamation 
by the princess regent appeared, in 
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iN^hichoKbfi announced^ that by virtue 
of thet^charter, she had entered u^on 
the exercise of the regency during 
the minority of her august niece, and 
i^ititnate queen, Donna Maria da 
t^loria. I will enforce,*' she said, 
and cause to be enforced, that im- 
mortal constitutional code, which se- 
cures to us our constitutional exist- 
ence ; woe to those who oppose it I 
The law shall punish them, and 1 
shall be as inexorable as the law.*' 
The same day, her royal highness 
formed a new ministry, composed of 
Don Francisco de Almeida, foreign 
adkirs ; Don F. M. Trigozo d' Aro- 
gano Morato, the interior ; Don Pe- 
dro de Mello Urey tier, the affairs of 
the church and of justice ; Don So- 
bral Hermano, finance ; Don J. C. 
Saldanha, war. These appointments 
fi^e great satisfaction, as the above 
mdivkluals were well known to en- 
tertain, some of them liberal, and the 
rest of them moderate opinions. 

But the troubles of the regency 
were about to commence# On the 
night of 27th July, the 24?th regi- 
ment of infantry stationed at Bra- 
ganxa, revolted, and put under arrest 
the bishop and governor of the town, 
and such of its officers as would not 
participate in its measures ; but the 
rebels, learning that General Correa 
de Mello was marching against them, 
retired into Spain, their number be- 
ing reduced to about 200. At their 
bead w%s the Brigadier Viscount 
Monto-Afegre. On the 2d August, 
the oath to the constitution being 
tendered to the 17th regiment of in- 
fantry, stationed at Alemtejo, it also 
revolted^ and, passed into Spain with 
its artns and baggage, beaded by the 
Bnigadier Magessi, and accompanied 
by eighty soldiers of the 2d regiment 
of dragoons. Seditifus movements 
took pkee in other corps, but were 
repressed, layf the energy of their 
commanders. 


A decree of tire Jregant 
consequent on these events, 
ing for ever the 24th and 174ii 
ments of foot, and 2dregimedl^ df ^ 
valry, as the chastisement oftheit^ 
bellion ; and directing that the 
cers and soldiers who had shared' J# 
that crime should be prosecuted 
the utmost rigour, but ofihring 
don to those who should repent thete^ 
offence, and present themselves with- 
in eight days before the authorities 
of Tras-os-Montes and Alemtejo, and 
claim the benefit of the amnesty. ' ^ A 
few of the criminal soldiery availed 
themselves of the amnesty ; but the 
advantage gained by tlieir repentance 
was more than counterbalanced by 
the desertion of a great number of 
soldiers from corps, other than those 
which had revolted. 

The princess regent, indignant at 
the open countenance and succour 
given by Spain to the Portuguese re- 
volters and deserters, dispatched a 
letter to King Ferdinand, in which 
she complained that the governors on 
the Spanish frontier permitted entire 
regiments, in a state of rebciliou 
against the established government 
of their country, to enter the Spanish 
territory, armed, and with their co^ 
lours displayed. Ferdinand replied, 
that orders had been dispatched ia 
the captains general of the frontier 
provinces, to disarm the revolters 
who had penetrated the Spanish ter- 
ritory ; and beyond this the law of 
nations could not require him to pro- 
ceed. 

We may here observe, what will 
be very apparent iiuthe sequel# tha€ 
there existed a perfect understanding# 
as there must have been a cprrespour* 
dence, between the Portuguese &Cf 
tion of the queen mother and Don 
Miguel, and tlie Spanish mpnarc^* 
The charter bestowed upon Portugal 
had y^y naturally produced a great 
sensation in Spain. It provoked 
10 
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Afmtcktical party^ in Beveral of the 
gf«atlown8> to commit the most atro- 
cious outrages at the expense of those 
who had incurred their suspicion ; and, 
at the same time, so elated and put in 
motion the constitutional spirit which 
still prevailed in the army, that large 
mama of troops deserted and march- 
ed into Portugal. Thus the extraordi- 
nary spectacle was exhibited of troops 
of two nei;:jhbouring kingdoms, sway- 
ed by political feelings diametrically 
opposite, and yet by a sentiment com- 
mon to both-— a dislike of the insti- 
tutions of their own countries, taking 
refuge, at the same time, the one in 
the country of the other. The ex- 
pense of maintaining the Portuguese 
rebels in the Spanish territory, and 
the other measures which Ferdinand 
latterly resorted to, so far exceeded 
his means, that it was vehemently 
suspected, and, indeed, we have no 
doubt of the fact, that he was secret- 
ly supported in his policy by pecuni- 
ary remittances from the Apostolical 
pai ty in France, whether from the 
national treasury, or the contribu- 
tions of private individuals, is very 
uncertain. That party had at least 
sufficient sagacity to comprehend a 
chain of causes, consisting of only 
two links. They could perceive, tliat 
were constitutional freedom fairly 
established in Portugal, despotism 
could not long survive in Spain : And 
already they had shown to the world 
their perfect conviction, that the esta- 
blishment of freedom in Spain was 
utterly incompatible with the schemes 
which they meditated with regard to 
tJieir own country^ The French am- 
bassador at Madrid so openly en- 
couraged the Portuguese revolt, and 
so notoriously instigated Ferdinand 
to pursue a line of policy inimical to 
ihe Portuguese charter, that, to ob- 
serve appearances of decency, his go- 
vernment thought proper to recall 
liiin ; but it was reiimrkcd, upon his 
VOL. XJX. TAUT I. 


return to Paris, that he seemed io 
enjoy high favour with his sovereign. 
Totally different was the conduct of 
the British ambassador, who, aware 
that the open encouragement and 
assistance given by Ferdinand to the 
Portuguese rebels, would, in the 
event of the latter invading their 
own country, constitute a case of Ag- 
gression on the part of Spain, which 
his government was bound to repel, 
was unceasing in his remonstrances 
and protests against the conduct of 
Ferdinand. 

The conduct cf Ferdinand hither- 
to, masked as it was under deceit- 
ful appearances, had the effect of en- 
couraging the counter-revolutionary 
party in Portugal, which was so far 
successful as to corrupt even the 
military pnlire of the capital. On 
thp 22d August, it was discovered 
that the cavalry corps of the police 
had favoured a scheme to subvert the 
government, and to proclaim Don 
Miguel the sovereign. It had been 
arranged by the conspirators, that in 
case they did not collect a sufficient 
force to accomplish their project, 
they were to proceed to Villa Franca, 
there to watch the movements of the 
capital and its garrison ; and if they 
found their enterprise abortive, to 
follow the example of the revolted re- 
giments, and retreat into Spain. The 
conspirators were arrested and dis- 
armed ; the officers among them were 
delivered over to the criminal courts ; 
and most of the soldiers were em- 
barked for the Azores. The garrison 
of Lisbon and its population display- 
ed very considerable spirit in quelling 
this conspiracy. In a proclamation 
regarding it, which was issued on the 
spur of the moment, by the Princess 
Regent, she affirmed, without any 
circumlocution, ibat the Spanish go- 
vernment had promised the rebels of 
Tras-os-Montes decisive support. 

About this time the appointment 
T 
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to the oflSce of lotendant General of 
Police of Don Arriago da Silveira 
having given great offence to the 
constitutional party, he was super* 
seded by de Bastosi corregidor of 
Oporto. At same time, by ano- 
ther decree, the press, which now 
teemed with journals and pamphlets, 
was subjected to a censorship, com- 
posed of two censors to be appointed 
by the dhemhargo de paco, the body 
by whom the municipal government 
is conducted. 

Soon afterwards, a decree appear- 
ed regulating all that related to the 
elections under the charter. It as- 
signed one deputy for every 25,000 
inhabitants, wliicn gave in all 1S8 
deputies, of whom 1 20 were for Por- 
tugal, 1 1 for the islands, and 7 for 
Africa and Asia ; and decided that 
the elections should be conducted by 
ballot. 

The results of the elections, which 
terminated on 8th October, gave a 
great preponderance in the Cortes to 
the constitutional party, the far great- 
er part of those returned having been 
members of the Cortes of 1820, 

In the meantime, desertions into 
Spain continued to an alarming de- 
gree, notwithstanding a decree of 
^cl September, which directed the 
authorities of towns and villages to 
ascertain those, whether military or 
ecclesiastic, who had emigrated, and 
to place their estates and benefices 
under sequestration. What tended 
much to extend the spirit of disafiec- 
tion, a report widely circulated, 
and apparently not without founda- 
tioii, that Don Miguel had refused to 
take the oath to the charter. The 
queen-mother, too, was not idle in 
gaining partizans to the cause of her- 
sierlf and Don Miguel. By an unac- 
countable error in policy, the new 
government, instead of sending this 
mischievous personage out of the 


country to Brazil, or elsewhere^ kept 
her at the palace of Queluz, in a state 
of loose and honourable confinements 
It was soon discovered that the.taili- 

S detachment stationed at Qii^k 
been corrupted by secret larges- 
ses of money, and were deeply inl.« 
buedwith counter-revolutionary prin^ 
ciples. Vhis determined the govern* 
ment to withdraw these troops from 
the palace, and to supply their place 
with a guard of militia, consisting of 
merchants. 

About this time the flames of re- 
bellion were kindled at both extre^ 
mities of the kingdom. The garrison 
of Almeida deserted en masse^ and 
took refuge in Spain; and on 5th 
October, a new insurrection was ex- 
cited in the town of Villa Real, in 
Tras-os-Montes, by Chaves. The in- 
surgents consisted of 800 or 4f00 pea- 
sants, and officers and soldiers of va« 
rious corps, who attempted to seduce 
the garrison, by raising seditious 
cries ; but the troops, faithful to their 
duty, charged ana dispersed them« 
Chaves himself gained the mountains, 
and arrived at Orense with his family 
and only six attendants. 

Another and more formidable in- 
surrection broke out at Villa-Beal- 
San-Antonio, in the Algarves. The 
llfth regiment of infantry and a corn* 
pany of the 4th chasseurs, at the in^ 
stigation of the commandant of the 
lacc, Martinez Mestre, whp bad 
cen an associate of the Count Ama- 
ranth in 1828, hoisted the flag of re- 
bellion, and took possession of the 
town of Tavira, where they estaUish- 
ed a provisional government in the 
name of Don Miguel, whom they 
proclaimed king, under the regency 
of his mother. At the head of ibis 

f overnment was placed a magistrate 
f the name of Mascarenbes, a de^ 
puty to the Cortes. The rebels then 
mai’chcd upon Faro, the capital of 
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the AlgamSf which was evacuated 
by Count Alva, the governor of the 
province^ upon their approach. 

When the news of these revolts 
reached Lisbon, the ministers dis- 
played much vigour and energy. 
They Jinstantly resolved to employ 
die garrison ^^hat capital, with the 
exception of we regiment, aagainst 
the rebels, and to commit the tran- 
quillity of the city to its people and 
militia, whose general spirit was ex-* 
ccllent. A part of the garrison was 
embarked in two frigates, to be con- 
veyed to Largos in the Algarves ; 
another part was formed into a divi- 
sion of operation, to consist, with 
the reinforcements it was to receive 
on its route, of two divisions of infant- 
ry, and one of cavalry and artil- 
lery, to be commanded by Saldanha, 
the minister of war, who had charge 
of the whole expedition. A num- 
ber of officers of all grades, who 
had been discharged the service 
when the counter-revolution of 1823 
succeeded, were restored to their 
ranks ; but an offer made to organize 
a battalion of the emigrant Spaniards, 
to be employed against the enemy, 
was rejected, probably from a dread 
of coining to an open rupture with 
the Spanish government. The fleet, 
with tlie troops on board, arrived 
safely at Largos ; while the division of 
operation arrived by forced marches 
in the same neighbourhood, and was 
joined by Count Alva, who had re- 
assembled several companies of the 
line and of militia. The rebels, who 
had been disappointed in not being 
joined by the {^asantry, determined 
tx> retreat before the advancing con- 
^itutional forces, and defer their 
enterprise till another time. After 
distributing 4heir seditious placards 
about the country, they evacuated 
the town and castle of Faro upon 
16th October, and retired upon Ta- 
vira, which they also abandoned on 


the 20th. Their only point of retreat 
now was across the mouth of the 
Guidiana, where Uiey embarked for 
Ayamont with such precipitation, be- 
ing pursued by the constitutionalists, 
that many were drowned in throwing 
themselves into the boats. Three 
hundred of the rebels had surrender- 
ed to the Count Alva at Tavira; 
they who escaped into Spain were 
disarmed, but liberally supplied with 
rations. 

The whole province being now 
pacified, the militia of Algarves and 
Alerntcjo, who liad signalized their 
zeal for the charter in this brief cam- 
paign, were dismissed ; and tlie troops 
returned to Lisbon with Saldanha, the 
minister of war, who gained great 
popularity by the success of his ex- 
pedition. The news of that success 
diffused great joy throughout the ca- 
pital, which, however, was damped 
by the intelligence of a battalion of 
the 7tli chasseurs, stationed at Villa- 
Franca, near Villa-Real, having, on 
21st October, also revolted and fled 
into Spain. 

During the absence of the army, 
Lisbon had been extremely agitated 
by the circumstance of the British 
Vice-Admiral, Lord Beauclerk, who 
commanded in the Tagus, having, 
upon the requisition of the Princess 
Regent, directed a biU;talion of his 
marines to mount guard at the palace 
of Ajuddf and put his ships in readi- 
ness to prevent an attack, which it 
was apprehended would be made upon 
the royal family. Whether there wa« 
any ground for such apprehension is 
uncertain ; but it is not unlikely that 
it was excited in the mind of her 
royal highness by some concealed 
Miguelites, who wished to make her 
distrustful of the loyalty of tlie peo- 
ple. ^ 

The negotiations between the 
courts of Lisbon and Madrid, about 
this time took a turn decidedly hos- 
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tile. They mutually upbraided each 
other with permitting the insurgent 
troops of the one to enter the terri- 
tory of the other, with a design to 
levy war against their lawful govern- 
ment* Betwixt opinions and inte- 
rests so very conflicting, a war seemed 
all but inevitable ; but, at length, by 
the influence of tlie British and other 
foreign ambassadors at the court of 
Madrid, a convention was entered 
into by the two powers, by which it 
was i%reed, that either receiving de- 
serters from the other's territory, 
should deprive them of their horses 
and arms, and compel them to retire 
into the interior. On the part of 
Portugal the terms of this convention 
were faithfully observed ; but, on the 
part of Spain, they were evaded with 
the most scandalous openness, not- 
withstanding the repeated remon- 
strances and protests of the Portu- 
guese and British ambassadors. 

In tine meantime, the new govern- 
ment seffemed to derive some stability 
from the circumstance of Don Miguel 
having at length, on the 4?th October, 
at Vienna, taken the oath to the con- 
stitution ; to which, it was believed, 
he bad been urged by the friendly 
counsel of the Emperor of Austria. 
Copies of the oatli, as taken by the 
prince, and in bis own handwriting, 
were transmitted to the Portuguese 
and Brazilian ministers at the court 
of Vienna. At the same time, a disi- 
pensation was obtained from the Pope, 
for the celebration of the betrothal 
of the prince and the young Queen 
Maria da Gloria. The ceremony of 
tlie betrothal afterwards took place 
(29th), her majesty the queen being 
i;epresented, in virtue of specid 
pDvvers ibr that purpose, by the Bra- 
zilian minister. 

On 30th October, the ceremony of 
installing the Cortes was conducted 
with great pomp in tlie hall of the 
jviiacc of Ajuda, The princess re- 


gent having arrived with a nuiherbUS 
cortege, ascended the throne, and dc-? 
livered, to the assembled peers and 
deputies, a speech, in which shie' al- 
luded to the ancient constitutibn tit 
the kingdom, which was that of ia 
limited monarchy; and stated th^.^ 
at a later period, th^ing had ex- 
tended to the commcfflrthat share itt 
the representation which a barbarous 
age had refused them ; that this sys- 
tem, not being based on fixed laws, 
fell into disuse; that its restoration 
was projected by her father, and had 
been happily accomplished by her 
brother, the Emperor of Brazil. The 
prudence and justice of the govern- 
ment, she observed, had diminished 
the alarms of Spain ; she calculated 
upon the decisive support of one Eu- 
ropean state, bound to her by the 
faith of treaties (meaning Britain), 
and upon^he good will and fraternal 
reciprocity of others. She informed 
the Cortes of Don Miguel having 
taken the oath to the constitution; 
and, finally, called on them to con- 
tinue their eflbrts to give Portugal the 
full benefit of the institutions she 
possessed. 

The Duke de Cadaval, President 
of the Chamber of Peers, then re- 
ceived ihe oath to the constitution, 
taken of new by the princess regent ; 
after which her royal highness re- 
tired. 

In the first of their sittings, the 
Chamber of Deputies were occupied, 
in terms of the charter, with prepa- 
ring a list of five of its members, out 
of which the executive might select 
one for the office of their president. 
At the liead of their list stood the 
Bishop of Coimbra, deputy for the 
province of Minho, for whom no 
fewer than 71 out of 83 had voted. 
Her royal highness was pleased to 
confer the presidency upon that pre- 
late, with a pension of 6000 crusadoes, 
and the vice-presidency upon M* 
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G^erireirp, who had resijgrned tlie port- 
feuille of justice to M. de Mello- 
Breynen 

Among other propositions submit- 
ted tp t|ie Chamber of Deputies, at 
an early period, were the following, 
by M. Pereiro da Carmo : That by 
an act^ to he subscribed by the whole 
members of the Cortes, Don Pedro 
IV. should be proclaimed King of 
Portugal and Algarve : That a mo- 
nument should be erected to that 
prince, having the inscription, ^ To 
tlie Restorer of the public Liberties."* 
The first of these propositions in- 
volved a question at once delicate and 
difficult. Don Pedro had resigned 
the crown in favour of the princess 
his daughter; and though he had 
done so conditionally, the time had 
not arrived for fulfilling the condi- 
tions ; and it was only in the event of 
their non-fulfilment at the proper pe- 
riod, that he was entitled to resume 
the right he had abdicated. The 
first proposition was put to the vote 
and rejected ; the other was adopted 
unanimously. 

On 7th November, a communica- 
tion was made to the Chamber by the 
minister of finance to the effect, 
that there would be a deficiency in 
the revenue for the incoming year of 
2,300,000 reis; but he hoped tliat, 
without adding to taxation, he would 
be enabled to make good the defi- 
ciency by a loan to be raised upon 
the sum {2,000,000/. sterling), which, 
by the treaty between the two coun- 
tries, Brazil was bound to pay to Por- 
al. 

n the sitting of 23th November, 
there came to be discussed the pro- 
ject of a law proposed by M. Guer- 
reiro, having for its object to declare 
guilty of high treason all Portuguese 
who should retire to Spain, and re- 
enter the country with arms in their 
hands. It will appear in the sequel, 
that the impunity which was invaria- 


bly, extended to the defeated reWLT 
and the non-enactment of such a l^w 
as that proposed by Guerreiro, were 
the grand errors committed by the 
new government. They indicated a 
large infusion of anti-constitutional 
spirit, and of fears for the stability of 
the charter in both the Chambers anil 
the cabinet; and were the forerun- 
ners of that revolution in the senti- 
ments and conduct of the regency 
which eventually took place. The 
proposition by Guerreiro was got rid 
of by the minister for foreign af- 
fairs presenting himself, and asking 
leave to make certain communications 
in a secret sitting. These communis 
cations were understood to relate to 
new invasions meditated by the Por- 
tuguese rebels, and to the necessity 
there would be of applying to the 
British government for aid, in virtue 
of existing treaties. 

While the Portuguese executive af- 
fected to repose confidence in the pro- 
mises of neutrality made by Spain, it 
received the most alarming accounts 
of new desertions into that country $ 
and though, by order of the Spanish 
ministers, the rebels were disarmed 
upon their arrival, open protection 
was alForded, and provisions, money, 
arms, and all the munitions of war, 
were liberally furnished to the rebels, 
who had a number of divisions in Gal- 
licia, upon the frontiers of Portugal. 
The principal of these divisions, con- 
sisting of 5000 men, exclusive of pea-< 
sants and Spanish royalist volunteers 
who had joined them, was command- 
ed by Chaves, whose head-quarters 
were at Zamora, and was afterwards 
reinforced by the rebels who had been 
cantoned at Salamanca and Beneven- 
tum. Magessa commanded another 
division, and had his head-quarters at 
Badajos. 

About the middle of December, 
Chaves* division marched across the 
Spanish territory, as if it had been 



m 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. . 


the country of an ally, with all the 
pomp of war, and burst into Tras-os- 
montes, where it was joined hy large 
masses of peasantry. The constitu- 
tional generals, Stubbs, Azaredo, and 
Claudino, lost no time in concentra- 
ting their forces, and establishing 
their communications. The garrison 
of Braganza having evacuated that 
place, in dread of an attack from a 
division of the rebels stationed at 
Sanabria, Colonel Valdez arrived with 
a reinforcement of 600 men, and on 
the 23d encountered the rebels. The 
conflict was obstinate, and caused a 
severe loss on both sides; but at 
length the constitutionalists re-enter- 
ed Braganza, where they soon found 
themselves invested by the entire in- 
surrectionary force, and, on the 25th, 
were compelled to surrender the place. 
By the terms of the capitulation, the 
common soldiers were pardoned ; but 
their chiefs and the constitutional in- 
habitants of the place were to be re- 
tained prisoners of war in the fort, 
as the means of saving their lives 
from the outrages of the people."' 

After this conquest, one party of 
the febels advanced upon the town of 
Chaves, and another upon Villareal, 
where the Marquis de Chaves gave 
the signal of insurrection ; after which 
these two divisions re-united, and di- 
rected their march upon Oporto, 
which was thrown into the most vio- 
lent alarm, especially by « knowledge 
of the excesses to which the rebels 
addicted themselves. But Generals 
Stubbs, the governor of that place, 
Claudinp, Hello, and Azaredo, dis- 
puted every inch of ground with the 
rebels, and succeeded in maintaining 
their positions. They were even so 
successful as to push detachments 
into Tras-os-Montes and Beira ; where, 
though uniformly successful in their 
encounters with the rebels, they sus- 
tained very severe losses. 

In the meantime, the division of re^ 


bels under Magessi, consisting of 
2000 men, well armed and equipped, 
was put in motion. It set out frdm 
Badajos, having been preceded by a 
number of inflammatory prodahia- 
tioiis, entered Alemtejo, end otrived 
on 26th November at Viltavicit)^, 
which it carried without resistance, 
and took prisoners a detachment oif 
the 7th regiment of cavalry. This 
was the only notable exploit it was 
destined to perform. Count Villaflor, 
governor of Alemtejo, having assem^ 
bled a body of troops, forced 
gessi to recross the Guidiana. 
ving passed some days at Mora, Ma*. 
gessi next made an unsuccessful at« 
tempt upon Algarve, and then, despair^ 
ing of accomplishing anything with 
his own force, he turned northward 
and joined the commander in chief, 
the Marquis de Chaves. 

This double enterprise of the in-* 
surgents threw the constitutional party 
into the greatest dismay. The coun« 
try, besides, was on the eve of a war 
with Spain. The Count Villareal, 
the Portuguese ambassador at Madrid, 
had returned to Lisbon, having found 
all his remonstrances unavailing, and 
incensed by the duplicity of the Spa** 
nish king and his ministers. On hia 
return, it was intimated to the Spa- 
nish ambassador at Lisbon, that thO 
regency had ceased to have any obttiw 
munication with him ; and that tlie 
usual relations between the two pow- 
ers were suspended, until the Spanish 
government made satisfaction for the 
countenance and encouragement' it 
liad given to the rebels. 

On 4th December, the minister for 
foreign aiFairs made a report to both 
Chambers on the state of the nation, 
la this report he detailed, at great 
length, the various events which had 
occurred since tlie establishment ofthie 
charter, and dwelt upon the immlcal 
spirit of Spain, as displayed by vari- 
ous proceedings qn her part. He con- 
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eluded tiy attributing the troubles and 
daggers to which the government was 
exposed, lst> to the instigations of 
Portuguese rebels, particularly the 
CouiitCaineIlas,the Marquis deCbaves, 
the Viscount Montealegre, Magessi, 
and others ; 8d, to the apostolic Junto 
which had long ruled the Spanish go* 
vemxnent, and had its ramifications in 
Portugal ; and} Sd, jto the nftichina- 
tions of the Marquis de Moustier, the 
French ambassador to Spain} though 
bO} the minister, did not wish to con., 
found him with the governnient he 
r^esented. Along with this r^ort 
there were submitted a variety of do- 
cuments relative to the insurrection} 
and the manoeuvres which had been 
employed to precipitate Portugal and 
Spain into a war. 

When the minister had concluded 
his report in the Chamber of PeerS} 
the Chamber was addressed by Count 
Villareal, who entered upon an inte- 
resting explanation of his negotiation 
with Spain for the recognition by 
that power of the legitimacy of the 
Portuguese charter. In his speech 
he drew a vivid picture of the perfidy 
of Ferdinand and his ministers, in 
the encouragement and entertainment 
given, if not directly by them, indi- 
rectly, and by their connivance, to the 
Portuguese rebels, and of the impos- 
sibility of his obtaining satisfaction or 
redress, though his endeavours were 
energetically seconded by those of the 
Bvitishambassador, who had even gone 
so &r as threaten to quit Madrid, if 
satisfaction were not given. He sta- 
ted, that though the ambassadors of 
Russia and Prussia, to the court of 
Madrid liad, in the names of their re- 
spective sovereigns, recognised the 
legitimacy of his government, he had 
fSed in all his attempts to procure a 
similar recognition from the French 
ambassador in the name of his. 

The Count Linhares having de- 
manded information from the mini- 


ster of the means of defence wldcfa 
the government possessed against the 
invasion of the rebels, the minister 
replied, that the army was in a state 
of disorganization, and that there 
would be a necessity of having re- 
course to the militia, and also to the 
employment of guerillas; but tlyat 
government had demanded from Bri- 
tain an auxiliary force. This an- 
nouncement made a deep impression ; 
and it was voted that there should 
be printed an address to the nation 
upon its present crisis^ 

The minister for the interior pro^ 
posed three laws : — 1st, For suspencU 
ing, for three months, all individual 
guarantees for the liberty of the sub- 
ject ; Sd, For authorizing the 
tive to suspend judges from their o£* 
fices, without the formalities required 
by the charter ; 3d, For forming in 
all cities, towns, and villages volim- 
teer corps for the defence of p^lic 
tranquillity, and the charter. Theses 
propositions were adopted. 

M. Leonil proposed to declare the 
country to be in danger, and the siu 
tings of the Chamber permanent ; to 
suppress all judicial formalities with 
regard to the trial of the enemies of Uie 
constitution ; and to direct the imme- 
diate arrest of all civil, ecclesiastic, 
and military functionaries in commu- 
nication with the rebels. These pro- 
positions were referred to special com- 
mittees. 

The ministers of the regency, with 
the exception of Saldanlia, bad be- 
come extremely unpopular ; and* ha- 
rassed by the perpetual attacks made 
upon them by the public journals, 
the ministers of justice, the interior, 
and mai^, gave in their resigna- 
tions! and were replaced, the first by 
Don Louis de Mauro Cabral, the se- 
cond by the Bishop of Viseu, and the 
third by Don Manuel de Noronha. 
The ministers for foreign affairs and 
finance wished also to resign, from 
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same motive, but were prevailed 
on by tlie regent to temporarily re* 
main in office. 

On Ipth December, an important 
communication was made to the two 
Chambers, in name of the princess 
regent. Its import was, that the 
more effectually to combat the hostile 
invasion of the realm, her royal 
highness had demanded from Great 
Britain the accomplishment of the 
treaties wbicli existed between the 
two countries ; that the British go- 
vernment, cognizant of the condition 
of Portugal, Irad resolved on the ful- 
filment of these treaties; that the 
zeal and activity with which that go- 
vernment and parliament had adopted 
that measure, were above all eulogy ; 
that Great Britain had declared, that 
she would not confine her assistance to 
the succours already on their way, 
(estimated by her royal highness at 
10,000 men,) but would afibrd all the 
assistance whicli Portugal stood in 
need of ; that the arrival of the in- 
fthtry might be daily expected ; and 
that the cavalry and artillery w^ould 
arrive in the course of six or ten 
days^ 

This communication was received 
with great applause ; after which the 
Cliambers proceeded to authorize a 
loan of 2000 contas de reis, and to 
settle the civil list ; after which the 
first session of the Cortes was decla- 
red to be closed. 

In the meantime, the insurgent cliief 
Chaves, having completely counter- 
revolutionized the province of Tras- 
os-Montes, invaded the province be- 
tween the Douro and Minho, and 
again threatened Oporto, while Ma- 
gessi succeeded in promoting insur- 
rection in Alemtejo and Algarve. 
The two then prepared to advance 
upon the capital. Chaves was so far 
successful that he took Braganza, 
Chaves, Villareal, and chased the 
constitutionalists from the whole of 


Tras-os-Moiites, with the cxceptioti 
of a few fortified points^ such as 
meida. Having passed the Douroi 
by the way of Lamego, heestablishedl 
a new regency, in the name of Don 
Miguel, composed of himself as pre^ 
sident, the Viscount Montealegre,^ 
the Viscount Villa Garcia, and 
Gaetano de Mello. But having/ on 
14th ETecember, attempted to pai^s 
the Tamego, in order to approach 
Oporto, he was vigorously repulsed 
by the constitutionalists under Clau- 
dino. 

The operations of Magessi in the 
south-east were less fortunate. That 
cliief entered Villaviciosa on 26th 
November without resistance; his ad-! 
vanced guard was attacked on 7th 
December by the Count Villaflor, 
who took a number of prisoners, both 
soldiers and guerillas, and forced the 
whole division to again repass the 
Guidiana, Magessi next made a 
flank movement upon San-Antonio, 
in the direction of Montforte; then 
advanced upon Pontalegre, where he 
was beaten, and forced to throw him- 
self into Spain. There, having re* 
ceived reinforcements, he re-entered 
Portugal by the province of Beira, 
while Chaves penetrated the king- 
dom from the north. 

This was the most brilliant period 
of the insurrection. Almeida, whidi 
had been almost dismantled by the 
French, under Massena, in their re- 
treat from Portugal, was taken by 
the rebels on 20th December. From 
Lamego, the seat of the regency^ 
Chaves moved towards Viseu, which 
opened its gates to him. He mena- 
ced Coimbra, the students in the uni- 
versity of which declared for him ; 
but their seditious movements were 
suppressed by Generals Claudino and 
Azaredo. Many regiments of militia 
passed over to the rebels, and the* 
whole province of Beira was prepa- 
red foi' revolt ; but a division under 
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ttoCpmit Vilkfloir, which had follow^ 
ed iti the footsteps of Magessi^ sad* 
denly arrived, and dispersed a large 
body of goerillas^ who had assembled 
at Penamacor. At length, Chaves, 
alarmed at the approaching debarka- 
tioa of British troops, abandoned his 
project against Lisbon, and retired 
to the right of the Monde^o, and, 
abandoning tlie whole country around 
Viseu and Lamcgo, he witlidrew his 
forces into Tras-os* Montes, and the 
east portion of Beira> hordering upon 
Spain, with which country he secu- 
red his communications. 

Such was the position of affairs 
when, at the end of the year, the first 
portion of the British expedition land- 
ed at Lisbon, and was received by 
the people with every demonstration 
of gratitude and welcome ; the rest 
immediately followed. 

It was evident to the most ordinary 
observers, that the situation in which 
Great Britain and France were re- 
spectively placed with regard to 
the two peninsular kingdoms, might 
very naturally resolve into a gene- 
ral war, involving the whole states 
of Europe. It was certain that Bri- 
tain would not long content herself 
with defending Portugal against in- 
vasions from Spain, should the policy 
of Che Spanish government remain 
unaltered ; but that it might be ne- 
cessitated to carry the war into that 
country, and, by offensive operations, 
cpmpel its sovereign into indemnity 
for tW past and security for the fu- 
ture. It was equally clear, that the 
subversion of the Portuguese charter 
was as much the scheme of the court 
party of France as of the Spanish 
cabinet ; and that party was ex- 
tremely incensed by certain reflec- 
tions which had been cast by Mr 
Canning, in the British House of 
Commons, upon the invasion and 
occupation of Spain by a French 
army. It was no doubt possible, and 


proBuble> that the French cabinet 
might ostensibly acquiesce in the de- 
fence of Portugal by British troops ; 
but it was more than doubtful whether 
it would consent that Ferdinand 
should receive from the hands of Bri- 
tain ti^at chastisement which might 
be found necessary to stay him in his 
frantic course, and reduce him to rea- 
son and a sense of justice. It farther 
obviously appeared, that not only had 
Britain determined to defend Portu- 
gal, but was prepared to contest 
with all Europe the claim which 
any state, or combination of states, 
might set up to restrain the exercise 
by a sovereign prince of his legiti- 
mate powers in favour of free insti- 
tutions — such an exercise of power as 
that by which Don Pedro had con- 
ferred a charter upon his Portuguese 
subjects. The Holy Alliance ha^ m 
truth, set up such a claim^ an4^^ 
forced it. It had, in many instances, 
trenched upon the sovereign righ|s of 
the smaller states, by preventine 
tain political ameliorations which t|||^ 
had been anxious to adopt. iLWff 
not unlikely, therefore, that iii 
event of a rupture between BrJ^ih 
and France, the powers composing 
the alliance might, in defence of tbi^ir 
own principles, take a side with Um 
latter, while the lesser powers would 
naturally be disposed to espouse the 
cause of the former. Mr Canning, 
in his speech in the House of Com- 
mons, when moving an address in 
reply to his Majesty’s message 
garding the affairs x)f Portugal, ap- 
pears to have considered a g^eral 
war far from improbable ; for, in rec?* 
koning up the resources of this coun- 
try, he included, ‘^the tremendous 
power,” which she would possess in 
all the restless and discontented 
spirits of other countries,” which, in 
tne event of a war, would rush to Iier 
banner. War, then, if it did break out, 
might become a war of opinions, as 
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extensive and sanguinary M Ibe unf 
which had precwed It; anti 
the near prospect of such a war« the 
public mind throughout Europe was 
violently agitated. 

The session of the French Cham- 
bers for 1826, like that of thb Bri- 
tish Parliament, opened towards the 
close of the preceding year, namely, 
on 12th Dumber. The King's 
speech was sufficiently pacific. After 
mentioning that his Majest}r conti- 
nued to receive from all foreign go- 
vernments the assurance of the most 
amicable j^spositions, and the most 
conformalMo to his own sentiments 
for the stphtenance of peace, it pro- 
ceeded observe, Troubles have 
receni^^|flK>ke out in a part of the 
PeoilfliM^ t I shall unite tny efforts 
' my allies to put an end to 
to prevent their conse- 
The hopes of peace which 
^inspired were still farther 


by a speech of themi- 
foreign affairs, addressed to 
ih» Chamber of Peers, in which he 
vindicated, in the fullest manner, the 
conduct of our government ; and 
strongly censured and even menaced 
the gwemment of Spain. Still there 
prevailed a strong suspicion of the sin- 
cerity of the French cabinet in the 
avowal^ it made of the policy whicfi 
it meant to observe ; and it was obser- 
ved of the minister's speech particu- 
larly, that it enunctated no principle 
which would tie it down to neutrality, 
in the event of Britain commencing 
operations against Spain ; that, on the 
contrary, it contained expressions 
which could only be construed into 
hints that should Spain be attacked, 
France would interfere for her pro- 
tection. We must defer a closer con- 
sideration of these documents for a fu- 
ture volume. 
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CHAPTER X. 


The German Coftfedkralwn*-^Ausifia.^IIu7igary,<-^Prussia,^^Bavaria*^ 
Denmark^’^Swedm*^ The Netherlands* 


Tub Diet of the German Confeder* 
ation resumed its sittings on 20th 
January, under the presidency of M. 
de Nagler, the Prussian minister, 
when t1^ long-agitated question of 
the navigation of the Rhine came un* 
dcr its consideration. But, owing to 
the conflicting interests involved in 
the question, the Diet could come to 
no decision regarding it. Having 
disposed of a few other matters of 
little importance, the Diet adjourned 
on 4th August. Subsequent to this 
adj[Ournmeiit, conferences were open- 
^ at the palace of Joannisburgh, the 
teat of Prince Metternich, which were 
attended by the president of the Diet, 
and the ministers of tlie great powers, 
and continued six weeks. The na- 
ture of the discussions which took 
place has never publicly transpired ; 
anly it is known that the (]^uestion 
of the navigation of the Rhine was 
again brought upon the tapis, but 
nothing definitive arranged with re- 
gard to it. 

However harsh and unfeeling may 
be the treatment by the Austrian Em- 
peror of his Italian subjects, he ap- 
pears to possess, in a high degree, the 
love and esteem of the people of his 
hereditary dominions. Of this, a stri- 
king proof was exhibited in the univer- 


m 


sal grief which seiked them^li March, 
upon its being known that lie was so 
dangero|ply ill of an inflatj^atory 
fever, that his life was desp^ll^ <^, 
and in the extravagant joy iq, ^Jbiioh 
they yielded, when his reoor' 
announced. 

In June, the Emperor and 
paid a visit to the King and 
of Bavaria, who were then 
Lambach. It was declared by 
iicial journals that their joucu ^ 
only pleasure for its object. In 
tember, another circumstance 
curred, which gave rise to manyi^ 
jectures. About the time tha3|,^, 
ceremony of the Russian Emptfi 
coronation took place, and while 
war between Russia and Persia, 
tlio conferences at Ackermann 
still in dependence, a congr^esi 
formed at Vienna of tlie whole 
bers of the Imperial family, ini 
the cadet branches of Tuscany and 
dena. The ostensible object of 
regulate the succession to the 
domains belonging to the family, in 
the event of the decease of the emper- 
or. The meeting of the congress was, 
on account of a contagious disease 
which had appeared in the family of 
the Archduke Cliai les, deferred till the 
beginning of October, when it assem- 
bled ; and at its sittings, Prince Met- 
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ternich figured as chancellor of the, 
august house — a circumstahpe which 
gave to it a character of importan<^« 
What were its deliberations or its re- 
solves, were concealed from the know- 
ledge of the publicr; 

On 7th August, a decree was is- 
sued b}'' the government, which pro- 
hibited its subjects, under the seve- 
rest penalties, from engaging in the 
slave trade, (the trade in negroes,) 
and provided for the protection of 
slaves against ill treatment* Such a 
provision will appear very superero- 
gatory, when It is considered that 
Austria has no possessions in which 
negro slavery prevails. 

The Diet of Hungary continued its 
sfttings. On SOtli January, it voted 
a representation to the Emperor, in 
whi^h it thanked him for the expla- 
nailfon he had been graciously pleased 
to^ive of his message of 9th Novem- 
ber; but demanded, that, for thepur- 
of tranquillizing all doubts and 
flsaVs, his majesty should give the Diet 
Obtain assurances regarding the rights 
ef %he realm, to be incorporated with 
Ike code of laws, which then would 
ftWiH an eternal monument/* In 
Ijbis representation, the Diet also ob- 
mfved with grief, that his majesty 
bad not touched upon the right which 
it claimed with regard to contribu- 
tions, nor upon its complaints re- 
specting suras which had been ille- 
^lly exacted, nor upon the right of 
the Diet to fix the quota of imposts to 
be‘ levied from one session to another, 
cut also /he amount of recruits which 
the kingdom was bound to furnish. It 
concluded by praying his majesty to 
permit the publication of the laws 
and acts of the session in Hungarian 
as well as in Latin. 

An imperial resolution upon the 
above representation of the Diet, was 
adopted and signed upon 9th April. 
In this document his majesty obsev- 


Fitb regard to qontribi^^n^?, 

reco^ised the principle laid!upwu 
by the Diet, but absolutely refused 
its demand relative to sums which 
had been levied without its consent 
in the interval of two sessions, on ac^ 
count of the necessity there was of 
continuing the annual payment of tlie 
Contribution, without which the safi^ 
ty of the state could not have been 
maintained. With regard to the pe- 
riodical convention of the Diet, be 
conceded that it should be convened 
every three years, but denied the 
right of one Diet to fix a date for the 
convention of that which was to suc- 
ceed it — that being one of the rights 
of the crown. And lastly, his majesty 
willed that tlie acts of the Diet should 
be recorded both in the Hungarian 
and Latin languages, but that tbe La- 
tin text alone should be regarded as 
the authentic one. 

The two Chambers of the Diet had 
hitherto cordially concurred in all 
measures ; but at length dissensions 
between them sprung up respecting 
the question, whether the lands be- 
longing to the nobility in the occur 
pation of boors, should be subject to 
the contribution. Ultimately, in thq 
sitting of 9th August, it was decide^ 
that all such lands sliould be subject- 
ed to the land-tax and the conscrip- 
tion, but that the nobility, who had 
not previously paid contribution for 
such lands, should be exempted from 
payment during their lifetimes. 

After many remonstrances to the 
emperor on the subject of the repay- 
ment of sums which had been ille- 
gally levied, to which remonstrances 
hi& majesty would by no means yield, 
the Diet at length consented tp fix the 
land tax as it stood in 1791, but with- 
out deciding as to arrears. 

Among other measures resolved on 
by the Diet, indicative of a dislike of 
Austrian rule, was a decree authori- 
zing the erection of a Hungarian pni- 




maAlSisiikfea 4,e con. 

byjHtte tioti to duct 6f various individuals, charged! 

maiiiiamiidtidhal distinctions between Witli being connected with secret as- 
th^ t#o countries. The Diet also de- sbciations. The commission of May- 
mabd^d flrom the emperor, that, in ence had previously, after much re^ 
terinS 'of his coronation oath, the an- search, declared that there existed 
C%dt dependencies of the kingdom, throughout Germany, a variety of se* 
atid tiibse recently acquired, such as cret associations, mysteriously con- 
Daitnatia and Gallicia, should be in- nected, and having in view the rege- 
Corporated with so that it might neration of Germany. But it was 
possess the political consideration evident to all men of sense that that 
which was its due. Harassed by its commission must have greatly exag-, 
incessant demands, his majesty invi- gcrated the extent of these societies, 
ted the Diet to designate, within the their means, and the criminality of 
space of a month, the whole subjects, their designs, though it was admitted 
tne discussion of which, in the course on all hands that such societies exist- 
of that session, it conceived to be in- ed, and that they aimed at the sub- 
dispensable, The Diet replied new version of the established order of 
statements of grievances and new de- things. (5h 25th March, the supreme 
mands. It demanded that, according court pronounced its judgment upon 
to ancient usages, the sovereign twenty-eight members of these asso- 
should reside four months every year ciations, who were imprisoned at Co- 
in the Hungarian capital; that the penick. Eleven of them the gover- 

royal commissioners, not citizens nor of a gymnasium, two refendaries 
. of Hungary, who had acted illegally of the tribunals, a teacher, four can- 
in' the administration of public af- didates for public instruction, and 
fairs, should be punished ; and that tliree students, were condemned to 
no one should be appointed to office, five years* imprisonment in a fortress • 
without liis taking an oath of fidelity an auditor of justice, and a candidate 
to the king, and of obedience to the for public instruction, were condemn- 
laws. It also reiterated its demands, cd to three years similar imprison- 
that the periods for convoking the ment ; a landed proprietor and a stu- 
diet should be fixed ; and that all the dent to ten years imprisonment ; and 
monies illegally levied from Hungary twelve other individuals to terrain of 
by Austrian commissioners, should be imprisonment, varying from one to 
faithfully refunded. eleven years. They were also de- 

Towards the end of the year, most prived of the right to wear any na- 
of the differences between the Diet tional decoration ; and those of them 
and the Court of Vienna, were happi- in the public employment were de- 
ly composed by the mediation of the dared to have forfeited their^places. 
Archduke Palatine ; and the Diet, and to be for ever incapable of being 
liaving already decided the amount reinstated. 

of the current contribution, engaged This year Prussia was much n^ri* 
to pay for all arrears, the sum of tated by religious disputes. Some 
forty millions of florins, by instal- . sects, aiming at a prefectibility in re- 
ments. ligion, became absolutely mystical, 

and propagated the most extravagant 
The most important event that oc- heresies, particularly respecting pre- 
curred this year in the history of destination and grace. To check 
Prussia, was the decision of the sii- the growing folly, the minister of 

jn 
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public 

lar to t#pStoww>ra of collies, 4ifeo*«i 
tors of ai5tflfenn«8> and parish prio8t8» 
in which he severely rebuked such of 
them as had countenanced, or 
glccted to discourage the heresies in 
question. A considerable sensation 
was about the same time produced 
by the publication of a letter address** 
ed by the king to his natural sister, 
the reigning Duchess of Anholt Koe- 
then, reproaching her on account of 
her having embraced the Catholic 
faith. It was a truly sensible, ortho- 
dox, and every way edifying letter. 
For the apostacy of the duchess, the 
Protestant part of the community 
was consoled by the conversion of the 
JViiicess de Liegnitz, the kftig's con- 
sort, from the Catholic to the Reform- 
ed faith ; a change w hich, the court 
gazette took care to inform the pub- 
lic, proceeded from her own free and 
sincere conviction. 

A number of measures were adopt- 
ed by government, calculated to give 
a iiomogencousiiess to the institutions 
and manners of the different states 
composing the monarchy. In 1818, the 
king had decreed the introduction 
of the Prussian code of laws into the 
Rhenish provinces, but reserving all 
rights and peculiar customs compati- 
ble with that code, and leaving it to 
the provincial states to point out the 
modifications in that code, and those 


number of the munieipulilicn^ 
cularly that of Cologne, 
plainipg of the imperfections 
code, both in matters civA 
minal, which gave rise to 
mated debates. Some members oflfali 
equestrian order objected to th0t4«fe» 
dresses being read, as being nothing 
less than disloyal ; but most of sbe 
deputies for towns and cotmmnbf 
contended against that opinion^ At 
length, the whole question was put to 
the vote, on 21st and 22d December^ 
when various propositions, the eifiset 
of which was to ameliorate the ad-* 
ministration of justice, were carried by 
a great majority. The most important 
of these propositions were, that the 
proceedings in courts, both civil and 
criminal, should be conducted viva 
voce and publicly ; that the tribunals 
of commerce should be maintained; 
that juries should be instituted under 
a perfect form ; that the institution 
of justices of the peace should be 
maintained ; and that all taxes on the 
administration of justice should be 
suppressed. 

These propositions as voted, were 
carried to the loot of the throne by 
deputies of the four orders composing 
the Assembly; and were attended 
with a result favourable to the views 
of the majority ol its members. 


customs which w^ere necessary, or 
might be of advantage to the public. 
His majesty, at same time, confided 
the discussion of those modifications 
to a commission, nominated by him- 
self^ and consisting partly of two de- 
puties of the first order, one deputy 
for the towns, and one for the com- 
munes of the provincial assembly. 
The labours of that commission were 
submitted to the jirov incial assembly, 
which vi^as opened at Diisscldorf on 
29tb October. 

The Prussian code, of course, l)c- 


Most of the other states of Ger- 
many had this year their legislative 
Diets ; but at none of them was there 
any question involving a public prin- 
ciple, or of the least interest to fo- 
reigners, decided upon or even de- 
bated. Ravaria, in particular, ap- 
peared to advance steadily in the ca- 
icer of economy and constitutional 
improvement ; while the King af- 
foided to Ills subjects and the whole 
world a proof of his liberal spirit, by 
remitting upwards of 100,000 florins 





Tot tilMi)«ii|[|^^ 

the cemtptKnk of tbdr fittnilia firom 

!j3iii. y6ar tbe court of Denmark 
coneliiiled treaties of navigation and 
cottimeree upon the principles of re« 
ciptt»idty> wkh Sweden^ and also the 
Uililed States! of America. » 

On. 18th Marche a similar treaty, 
and upon the same principles, was 
concluded between Sweden and Great 
Britain# The former power, at same 
time, removed the previous prohibi- 
tions of the importation of rum, 
brandiesi &c., lessened the import 
duties upon other articles, and totally 
abolished those upon foreign books. 

An event occurred, which was aus- 
picious to the reigning dynasty of 
Sweden. On 3d May, the Princess 
llegent was delivered of an heir to 
the throne, who, on his birth, received 
.the title of Duke of Scandinavia. The 
event was celebrated with great re- 
joicings, Afterwards the Swedish 
court received intelligence of the de- 
mise of the ex-Queen Frederica Wil- 
helmina Dorothea, who expired at 
Lausanne, on 25th September, after 
a long and severe illness, and after a 
separation from her husband of four- 
teen years. Her remains were in- 
terred in the family cemetery at Ba- 
den. Thecourt put itself into five days' 
mourning on the occasion. 

We now come to treat of the affairs 
of the Netherlands. On 25th March, 
the Chambers were closed by a speech 
ill name of his majesty, in which he 
expressedhis high satisfaction with the 
result of their labours. Previously 
to this, the legislature had approved 
of the budget submitted to it by the 
h‘gislaturc ; and made several changes 
ill the duties upon imports and ex- 
ports, which were deemed favourable 
io commerce. 


Sihip kinjf no 

Ikwf ^solution in m pre^ 

rogplive, and the tranqn^Ety of Uie 
kingdom against the arta of tike Ca** 
tlumc priesthood. At the same time, 
he permitted, by a decree, the publi* 
cation of a Papal bull, by which, on. 
certain conditions, the benefit of the 
jubilee was extended to all Roman 
Catholics who did not attend it in 
person ; but in the decree, his Ma- 
jesty declared, that his sanctioning 
the ])ubiication of the bull should not 
be construed into an approval of any 
expressions in it, which could be held 
as derogating from his royal rights, 
the rights of his kingdom, or the law 
of equal toleration which there pre.^ 
vailed. 

About the same time, the direction 
of the afiairs of the Catholic Church 
was sup[)ressed, and the functions of 
the office merged in those of the mi- 
nister for the interior. This measure 
greatly mortified the Catholics. The 
estates of Southern Brabant voted an 
address to the king, in which they 
prayed him to re-establish the small 
seminaries, and to grant that the stu- 
dents who were destined for ecclesi- 
astic offices might not be compelled to 
attend the Philosophical College of 
Louvain before entering the semina- 
ries. In answer to that address, the 
king declared his firm determination 
to enforce his decree of June 14, 1825. 

In the course of the summer, an 
epidemic bilious fever broke out in 
the provinces of Groningen and 
Friesland, and along the whole coast 
of the North Sea. It attacked hcarly 
tlu'ee-fourths of the whole popula- 
tion ; and vast numbers became the 
victims of it. The misery it occa- 
sioned surpassed all belief. The go- 
vernment, as well as private indivi- 
duals, contributed liberally towards 
tile relief of the suffbrers. The ma- 
lady did not subside until the setting 
in of the frosts. 
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On 16tli October, the States-Ge- 
neral were opened at Brussels bj the 
king in person, who was pleased to 
nominate, as president of the second 
Chamber, M. Reyphius, who was the 
first candidate on the list, and select- 
ed from the ranks of the constitutional 
opposition. 

On the 20th, the annual budget for 
1827 was presented to the second 
Chamber hy the minister of the inte- 
rior. It amounted to 21,070,409 
florins, and exceeded that of 1826 
by 987,926 florins. In the depart- 
ment of the interior, there was an in- 
crease of 2,100,000 florins, which was 
partly designed for the construction 
of a number of maritime works, and 
facilitating the navigation of the 
Rhine, and part of wliicb, 500,000 
florins, was meant for the support of 
the Catholic Church in the southern 
provinces. 

After Jong discussions, winch con- 
tinued till 23d December, the Chamber 
adopted the project of a law, which 
appropriated for 1827, 2,400,000 flo- 
rins to the redemption of the pub- 
lic debt ; but the project which was 
to fix the expenses was rejected by 
77 votes opposed to 23 votes. When 
this result was made known, his Ma- 
jesty, by a message, requested the 
Chamber to take the first project into 
farther consideration, and Avithdrew 
the other. He then replaced both by 
a new project, which authorized his 
government to collect taxes, and con- 
tinue the expenditure on the footing 


on which botli had been placed by 
the budget for 1826; and that for 
the first half of the year 1827. This 
provisional measure was agreed to, 
without opposition, by both Chambers. 

The news received from Java wae 
both distressing and alarming. The 
new governor. Viscount Dabus de 
Gisignies, who had sailed for that 
colony with fresh troops, had hoped 
to appease the insurgent natives, by 
introducing an improved system of 
government ; but was completely dis- 
appointed. The insurgents continu- 
ed to devastate the territory belong- 
ing to the Dutch, and compelled 
them to fortify themselves in seve- 
ral positions. A number of petty 
conflicts took place in August and 
September, attended with no results 
but the loss of lives ; but, about the 
beginning of October, a battle upon 
a grand scale was fought between Solo 
and Samarang, the Dutch being com- 
manded by General Van Green, and 
the Javans by their Palembang, Depo 
Negoro. The result was, according 
to the accounts received in Europe, 
that the Dutch army was almost an- 
nihilated, and the victorious general 
had advanced to the neighbourhood of 
Samarang, Whether these accounts 
are strictly correct, we have no means 
of determining ; but that the affairs 
of the Dutch in Java were in a most 
critical state, was evident from the 
demand made by the government 
upon the Statcs-General to have the 
army in that island reinforced. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Switxetland.^n(me.— Two Sicilies. 


The Swiss Diet assembled at Lu- 
cerne in the month of July, when it 
resumed the question which had been 
so long agitated regarding the pro- 
priety of establishing a peculiar police 
for the coercion of emigrant strangers, 
and also for restraining the liberty of 
the press, so that its labours might 
not be offensive to foreign powers. A 
variety of opinions were offered upon 
the question by the deputies of the 
different cantons ; but as the discus- 
sion advancedi it was evident that 
the friends of liberal principles had 
gained ground ; and, at length, it was 
agreed to adjourn the question until 
the succeeding Diet. 

Before separating, the Diet took 
into consideration a variety of reports 
of commissions. One of these recom- 
mended a revision of the penal code, 
which the Diet approved of. Ano- 
ther communicated the basis of a pre- 
liminary treaty, entered into by the 
French ambassador and the commis- 
sioners of the Helvetian republic, for 
a convention between the two na- 
tions,reciprocally regulating the rights 
of settlement and domicile of the citi- 
zens of the one who might establish 
themselves in the territory of the 
other. The federal directory was 
charged by the Diet to transmit the 
preliminary treaty to the different can- 
tons, who were recommended to make 
known their opinions of it before the 
1st January. 

XIX. PART I. 


There was this year formed at 
Thoun, an encampment of the national 
federal army, consisting of seven bat- 
talions of infantry^ four companies 
of dragoons, two companies of cara- 
bineers, and one company of artillery- 
men. Afler having been exercised 
for several days, and executing a num- 
ber of grand manoeuvres, the troops 
retired into their respective cantons. 

The great Council of Lucerne, ha- 
ving been petitioned to permit the 
introduction into that city of the Pro- 
testant worship, determined, upon 
29th December, by 5? votes against 
39, to grant the permission applied 
for, reserving to the Council to grant 
at any time afterwards a still greater 
latitude of toleration. 

The Pope of Rome busied himself 
exceedingly this year in fulminating 
bulls and edicts against the mem- 
bers of all secret societies whatever 
throughout the whole of Christendom, 
whom he denounced as guilty of high 
treason, and invoked all Christian 
princes to assist in their extirpation. 
These documents are chiefly remark- 
able, as proving the eager credulity 
of their author, and the vengeful spi- 
rit with which he was animated. They 
were displeasing to a party in the 
college of cardinals, who conceived 
them to have been dictated by that 
foreign influence which domineers 
over and oppresses Italy ; to have 
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been meant to serve as an apology for 
the continued occupation of Naples 
by Austrian troops ; and as likely to 
give offence to all constitutional go- 
vernments. 

In one instance, however, the Pontiff 
was pleased to make a display of com- 
mon sense and of clemency. By an or- 
dinance he reduced, by three-fourths, 
the punishments of about 300 persons, 
who had been condemned, in the pro- 
vinces of Ravenna, Cesena, and Forli, 
to imprisonment, for being implicfitcd 
in seciitious practices. The punishment 
of others who had been condemned 
for the same crime to not more than 
four years’ imprisonment, he entirely 
remitted. Meantime, these provinces 
continued to be agitated by serious 
troubles. The cardinal legate, Kiva- 
rola, escaped assassination in a sin- 
gular manner. A canon who was tra- 
velling in his suite, having been mis- 
taken for the Cardinal himselli was 
fired at, and mortally wounded by a 
pistol shot. Upon receiving intelli- 
gence of this outrage, the Pope sent 
an extraordinary commission into the 
provinces. A number of arrests were 
made ; but, notwithstanding, and 
though a reward of 10,000 pistoles 
was offered for the discovery of the 
assassins of the Cardinal, all the in- 
vestigations of the commissioners turn, 
ed out fruitless. 

As if in contempt of tlie spirit of 
the age and of public opinion, the 
Pope rc-erected tlie districts of Conca 
and Canemorto, in the Roman states, 
into perpetual fiefs, with civil and cri- 
minal jurisdiction, and the right of 
sanctuary. The first he bestowed 
upon the Inquisition ; the other upon 
the Chapter of St Peter of the Vatican. 

This year the dominions of the 
Neapolitan monarch were relieved of 
one part of the dead-weight which 
pressed so heavily upon them. ( )n 9(h 


April, the Austrian troops which oc- 
cupied Sicily, consisting of about 6000 
men, under tlie command of General 
Count Lilienberg, were embarked in 
transports, and sailed, one division of 
them for Trieste and Venice, and the 
other forNaples, where they wxre safe- 
ly landed. The place of the Austrians 
was supplied by 9000 national troops 
brought from the continent, who oc- 
cupied different points of the island. 

By a royal ordinance, dated 24*111 
May, two Councils of State were esta- 
blished, one at Naples, and another at 
Palermo. Military commissions also 
were established in all the provinces 
for the summary trial and punish- 
ment of seditious persons, and persons 
connected with secret societies. As 
some of the commissions seemed to 
proceed reluctantly in their work ol‘ 
blood, or at least to have great diffi- 
culty in discovering victims, the King, 
on 18th September, issued a new or- 
dinance for the purpose of stimulating 
their activity. I'here was a violent 
suspicion entertained at the time that 
these ordinances, as well as the bulls 
and edicts of the Pope, were at the 
instigation of Austria. 

Such was the distracted state of the 
finances, that it was found necessary 
to impose new taxes, and to increase 
some of the old ones, especially the 
personal contribution or poll-tax, and 
the duties upon luxuries; by which 
it was thought the revenue would gain 
an addition of 400,000 dollars, and 
an equality be established between 
the receipt and expenditure. On the 
other hand, the King promised to the 
landed proprietors and farmers some 
material relief from the billeting oi 
soldiers, by which he hoped to stifle 
the loud complaints that were made 
of the partial military occupation of' 
the kingdom by the Austrians beyond 
the term fixed by the treaty of 28th 
April 182A 
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CHAPTER XII. 
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The result of the insurrection, 
which unfortunately distinguished 
tlie accession of the Emperor Nicho- 
las, must have convinced the most 
infatuated of the conspirators, tliat 
the Russian peasantry, and people 
generally, were indisposed to a ra- 
dical change, and even not sufficient- 
ly ripe to look with favour upon any 
sensible improvement in their system 
of government. But the emperor 
conceived it prudent, under the cir- 
cumstances, to adopt a number of 
ameliorating measures. He forward- 
ed injunctions to all the provincial 
functionaries, to the effect of prevent- 
ing abuses in the treatment of the 
boors, and protecting the rights of 
the poorer classes, and of expediting 
the decision of causes before the tri- 
bunals. He also established a parti- 
cular section in the Imperial Chan- 
cery, to be under his own immediate 
surveillance, for the purpose of com- 
pleting a new code of laws, and pre- 
scribed to the committee the term of 
two years for the fulfilment of its la- 
bours. He also remitted all arrears 
of taxes then due, which did not ex- 
ceed 20CX) rubles, and the discharge 
of all those imprisoned for debts due 
to the state, which did not exceed 
the above sum. 

But, notwithstanding these and 
other bcnificent measure.s the capi- 


tal, and indeed the whole empire, was 
involved in the deepest gloom. The 
premature death of Alexander had 
given a severe shock to the feelings 
of the people ; and there was scarce- 
ly a distinguished family in the em- 
pire, which had not reason to be 
seriously apprehensive, on account 
of some of its members, of the result 
of the labours of the commission which 
had been formed to investigate the 
recent conspiracy. In order to put 
an end to a state of apprehension on 
the part of the mass of the soldiery 
engaged in the revolt, the emperor 
adjudged that, of the two regiments 
of the guards, about 300 of the most 
guilty should be confined in for- 
tresses, and the rest distributed among 
the troops of the line. But afterwards, 
on the occasion of a review, the em- 
peror, at the intercession of the Arch- 
duke Michael, remitted even these 
lenient punishments ; and, address- 
ing the insurgent regiments, told them 
he would give them an opportunity 
of proving their courage and loyalty, 
by sending them as a reinforcement 
to the army of Georgia, which was 
engaged in subduing certain preda- 
tory and rebellious tribes, inhabiting 
Mount Caucasus ; and that, in their 
absence, he himself would provide 
for their wives and families. Tin's 
communication of his majesty’s 
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cious sentiments was received by the 
troops with shouts of gratitude and 
applause. 

An official statement was published 
by government, from which it ap- 
peared, that, since 1823, there had 
been a gradual diminution of the na- 
tional expenditure to the amount of 
no less than 1 68,300,000 rubles ; and 
that in the course of these three years, 
there had been no new loan what- 
ever. 

Another very important document 
appeared about this period. It was 
an official report upon the military 
(colonies, by the governor of these 
colonies, Count Arackschejeff. It ap- 
peared from it, that the advantages 
which were proposed in the esta- 
blishment of the colonies, had not 
been obtained. It had been calcula- 
ted, that they would increase within 
themselves sufficiently to render any 
other mode of recruiting unnecessary; 
but the mortality among the sons of 
the soldiers had been so great, in 
comparison with the births, that 
( ount Arackschejeff was obliged, in 
order to complete the regiments, to 
take soldiers’ children from the crown 
and other villages. It farther appear- 
ed, that of the 15,061 males, and 
12,670 females, composing the north- 
ern district, only 4751 had not be- 
come a burden to the government ; 
consequently, government had to pro- 
vide for 23,251, instead of for 6000, 
which was the utmost that had been 
calculated upon. Thus, about six- 
seventh parts of these colonies did 
not support themselves, as it was ex- 
pected they would do ; on the con- 
trary, government would have to find 
support and provisions for the colo- 
nized battalions, as well as for those 
on service, and at the same lime 
provide for the other indigent indivi- 
duals, of whom there was a constant- 
ly increasing number in these settle- 
ments. 


After the death of the late empe- 
ror, his mortal remains were removed 
from the palace of Taganrog to the 
church of St Alexander Newsky, 
where they lay upwards of two months. 
They were then removed in great 
state, and under a numerous escorti to 
St Petersburg)!. In every city through 
which they passed, funeral ceremonies 
were performed over them in the prin- 
cipal churches, which, notwithstand- 
ing the inclemency of the season, were 
attended by nearly the whole neigh- 
bouring population. After having tra- 
versed 8000 wersts, the body arrived, 
on 10th March, at Czarskoje Selo, 
where the imperial family were as- 
sembled to receive it. It was then 
removed to the imperial palace of 
Tschesmo ; from whence, on the 18th, 
it was removed in grand procession 
to St Petersburgh. The procession 
was divided into thirteen sections ; 
in the last of which w as the hearse, 
drawn by eight horses, followed by 
the reigning emperor, who" was ac- 
companied by the grand Duke Mi- 
chael, the Prince of Orange, and 
Prince William of Prussia, and sup- 
ported by the Duke of Wellington, 
and other distinguished military cha- 
racters. The Empresses Alexandrina 
and Maria followed in one carriage, 
with the Crown Prince and Princess 
Maria of Wurtemburgh. On arriving 
at St Petersburgh, the body was depo- 
sited in the cathedral of our Lady of 
Casan, where it lay exposed eight 
days, during which, persons of all 
classes were admitted to pay their 
last respects to it. On the 25th, the 
body was removed to the church of 
St Peter and St Paul, where it was 
interred with great pomp in the ce- 
metery of Peter the Great, the mem- 
bers of the imperial family, and the 
foreigners of distinction then in the 
capital, having assisted at the cere- 
mony. 

Upon the j'.ccession of tlic new cm- 
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})eror, the Duke of Wellington was 
charged by the British government 
with a mission to the court of Peters- 
hurgh, ostensibly for the purpose of 
congratulating his majesty upon the 
event ; but the dignity of his grace’s 
rank, and the celebrity of his name, 
led the public to suppose that his 
mission had much higher objects« 
His journey was chiefly by land. He 
was received at Berlin, and also at St 
Petersburgh, where he arrived in the 
beginning of March, with all the ho- 
iK)urs that were due to the services 
which he had rendered to Europe. 
His grace held repeated and very 
long conferences botli with the em- 
peror and Count Nesselrode, the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs. It does not 
belong to us to penetrate the mys- 
tery in which these conferences are 
enveloped; but subsequent events, 
when viewed in connexion with the 
well-known interests and wishes of 
our government, have made it very 
evident that his grace’s efforts were 
directed to preventing a rupture be- 
tween Russia and Turkey, and ob- 
taining the co-operation of the former 
power, in putting an end to the 
war which still continued to ravage 
Greece. In point of flict, the proto- 
col of a convention between Russia 
and Great Britain was signed at St 
l^etersburgh, on 4'th April, which was 
notified to the ministers of tlie other 
great powers, and also to the Sublime 
Porte, and by which the two con- 
tracting powers declared their deter- 
mination to take measures for termi- 
nating the above war, which threat- 
ened the extirpation of a Christian 
people. His mission having termi- 
nated, his grace took his departure 
from St Petersburgh on the 6th April. 
Among the other honours which were 
paid to his grace, was the conferring 
his name upon the regiment of Smo- 
^ nsko, on the day of the anniversary 


of the capture ol' l^aris b}? the allied 
powers. 

In the month of May, the imperial 
family were visited with a new af- 
fliction in the death of the Empress 
Elizabeth, the late emperor's widow. 
No attention or kindness was omit- 
ted to be paid to her by the new so- 
vereign and his mother, which could 
assist in assuaging her grief ; hut all 
was unavailing. She cxj)ire(l at Be- 
leff*, in the government ol’ Twer, on 
the 16th ; and was afterwards, in ful- 
filment of her own desire, interred in 
the same tomb with her illustrious 
husband. 

General Zayonezek, who was char- 
ged with the civil administration of 
Poland, as president of the Council 
of State, having died in the month of 
July, the senator Wayvode Sabo- 
lewsky was appointed to succeed 
him ; and the Czarowitch Constan- 
tine was continued at the head of the 
military department of the I'olish go- 
vernment. 

The special commission appointed 
to investigate the origin and objects 
of the late revolutionary movements 
at St Petersbui’gh, after a most patient 
research, which lasted five months, 
presented their report on 30th May. 
In this report it was affirmed, that 
the conspiracy had been hatched so 
far back as 1816, that it origin- 
ated with several young officers who 
had served in Germany, and that, to 
accomplish it, the assassination of the 
late emperor had been resolved upon 
« by several of the conspirators. It is 
rather a remarkable, but easily ac- 
counted for circumstance, that of 
the persons implicated by this report, 
120 in number, there were only five 
or six of obscure rank, and among 
them were three barons, two counts, 
and seven princes, namely, Troubetz- 
kai, Obolensky, Bariatinsky, Serge- 

Walkonsky,StchcpinC“Rastoiisky,Vaf 
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Icrian Galitzin^anciSchakouskoi* The 
report separated the accused into 
two classes^ those who had been guil- 
ty of high treason, and those who had 
joined in the measures of the former 
from delusion and weakness of cha- 
racter,*' without any specific object, 
or having had any share in the re- 
volt. On this report being present- 
ed, the emperor constituted a high 
court of justice for the trial of the 
accused, consisting of, according to 
ancient usage, the three principal or- 
ders of the state, the Council of the 
Empire, the directing Senate, and the 
iloly Synod, to whom were join- 
ed certain civilians and military men 
high in rank. The trial was instant- 
ly proceeded in • and the result was, 
that thirty-six of the accused were 
condemned to death; of that number, 
five, viz. Colonel Pestcl, Sub- Lieu- 
tenant Rileieff, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Serge-M ouravieff’ Apostol, Sub-Lieu- 
tenant Bestaujef-Ruraine, and Lieu- 
tenant Kahovsky, were, on account 
of the peculiar enormity of their 
guilt, adjudged to be drawn and 
quartered. The others were con- 
demned to the minor punishments of 
exile, for ever, or for a limited pe- 
riod, to Siberia, and labour in the 
mines ; in addition to which, such of 
them as were of the class of nobles 
w'ere deprived of their titles. His 
majesty afterwards mitigated, in va- 
rious degrees, the punishments award- 
ed to the wdiole criminals. The hor- 
rid punishment decreed against the 
above five named individuals, he com- 
muted into the ignominious one of 
hanging, which had not been inflict- 
ed in Russia for upwards of sixty 
years. 

On 25th July, at three o’clock in 
the morning, the troops which were 
to assist at the execution of these 
criminals, were assembled on the 
glacis of the citadel of St Petersburgh. 
There was a demi-battalion iVoni each 


regiment of cavalry. From 1200 to 
1500 persons at most, were assem- 
bled on the occasion. The five con- 
victs were first brought in front of 
the site of the scaffold, which was 
not then erected, and remained for 
more than an hour spectators of the 
preparations. Afterwards, the other 
persons^ condemned, to the number 
of about 1(X), were brought out guard- 
ed, each of them, whose regiment 
was there, in front of his regiment ; 
those whose regiments were not on 
the ground, or not in the service, 
were collected before the scaffold. 
The sentence was read to them, and 
they w’ere degraded by being placed 
on their knees, and having their 
swords broken over their heads. 
They were afterwards clad in grey 
coats, and their uniforms, swords, 
epaulettes, and decorations, were 
thrown into a great fire, close to the 
gallows. They were then made to 
defile before the scaffold, and recon- 
ducted to the fortress. After their 
departure, Pestel, Releieff, Serge- 
Mouravieff' Apostol, Bestaujef-Ru- 
mine, and Kahovsky, ascended the 
scaffold. At the signal given for the 
execution, the ropes attached to 
Reh‘iefF, Mouravietf, and Besiaujef’, 
broke. After a quarter of an hour 
of c»*uel torture, taken up with new 
preparations, the two former ascend- 
ed the scaffold with great firmness; 
the other had to be carried. In an 
instant they were no more. 

Some days afterwards, the other 
condemned criminals set out for Si- 
beria, under a military escort. In 
the meantime, the emperor gave many 
new proofs of the amiableness of his 
disposition, by administering consola- 
tion to the relatives of the most emi- 
nent victims of his justice. To Madame 
Releieff, whom grief had deprived of 
her reason, he repeatedly sent mes- 
sages by one of his own aides-de- 
camp, assuring her of his favour and 
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protection ; upon the father of Colo- 
nel Pestel, he bestowed 50,000 rubles 
and other favours ; and the brother 
of Pe$tel> who was a colonel in the 
horse guards, was promoted to be an 
aide-de-camp to his majesty. 

There remained a number of other 
officers who had been involved in the 
conspiracy, but not included in the 
trial. Some of these were degraded 
to the ranks, while others were trans- 
ferred to other regiments, with the 
loss of a step in rank. 

On ‘liJHth July, an ukase was pub- 
lislied, providing for the government 
of the country, in the event of the 
deatii of the emperor, and also that 
of the d€?ath of his son, the Archduke 
Alexander Nicolavitch, and the fail- 
ure of heirs-raale of the direct line. 
Jn the former case, the Archduke 
Michael was declared to be regent 
during his nephew*s minority, and iii 
the other he was declared to be the 
hereditary emperor. 

On fid September, the coronation 
of the emperor and empress, which 
had been delayed till then, on account 
of the decease of the Empress Eliza- 
beth, was performed at Moscow, in 
the Kremlin, within the Cathedral of 
tile Assumption, in presence of the 
other members of the imperial fami- 
ly, the nobility, and foreign ambas- 
sadors. It were needless to enter in- 
to a detail of the ceremonial, of the 
festivities and rejoicings which ensued, 
or of the various imperial acts ofgracc 
by which the event was signalized. 
Suffice it to say, that the Czarevitch 
Constantine, with either a magnani- 
mity or a prostration of spirit which 
belongs to few— -with that peculiar 
turn of feeling which has rendered 
his character one of the greatest moral 
enigmas of the age, assisted at the 
coronation and its splendid accom- 
paniments, in the capacity of aide-de- 
camp to the emperor. On that oc- 
casion, the King of Qrcat Britain was 


represented by the Duke of Devon- 
shire, the entertainments given Iw 
whom were upon a scale of magnifi- 
cence which astonished even the Rus- 
sian nobility. The King of France was 
suitably represented by the Duke of 
Ragusa. 

At the close of the festivities at- 
tendant upon the coronation, intelli- 
gence was received at Moscow of the 
invasion of Georgia by an army of 
Persians. Throughout Europe it was 
generally thought at the time, that 
this hostile proceeding on the part of 
Persia, which w^as in fact the com- 
mencement of a w'ar against Russia, 
had been provoked by the encroach- 
ments or insults of the latter power. 
It was argued that Persia, as a jiowcr, 
existed at the mercy of Russia, which, 
by the treaty of Tehis, had acquired 
possession of nearly the whole wcst« 
ern coast of the Caspian Sea, and ad- 
vanced her frontier to within seventy 
leagues of Teheran, the Persian capi- 
tal; and therefore, that aggression 
on the part of Persia would be mad- 
ness, when even her resistance of 
aggression would be hopeless, and, at 
best, but an effort of despair. How- 
ever, from the necessity of the ease, 
we must content ourselves witli the 
explanations given by the Russian go- 
vernment of the origin of the (juarrel 
between the two powers; and thougli 
these must be received with consider- 
able scepticism, it is but fair to add, 
that in weighing the probabilities of 
the case, there ought to be opposed 
to the obvious interest which Persia 
had ill inaintainiiig peace, the igno- 
rance and capriciousness inherent to 
so barbarous a power. 

Among the various khanats which 
had been coded to Russia by the treaty 
of Gulistan was that of Talaschync, 
(now the province of Elizabeth,) with 
regard to which it was agreed, that 
commissioners should he appointed 
by both powers to lix for it ;^hnt 
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of demarcation; and it was farther 
agreed^ that in fixing the line^ should 
it be found necessary, for the conve- 
nience of bothj to detach a portion of 
the territory of the one and incorpo- 
rate it with that of the other, the one 
losing that portion was to be compen- 
sated, by receiving from the other a 
corresponding portion of its territory. 
During many years Russia neglected 
to proceed on determining the line* 
ana also to take possession of the ce- 
ded provinces of Georgiaand Immere- 
tia, the khans of which she left in 
possession of their ancient privileges 
and rights. The consequence was, that 
while Russia possessed the nominal 
sovereignty of these provinces, the 
chiefs who governed them maintained 
their ancient attachment to Persia — 
an attachment which was cemented 
by a community of religion and man- 
ners# 

At length Russia determined to 
put an end to a state of things so un- 
profitable to her, and to proceed at 
once to the demarcation of the fron- 
tiers, as far as the Araxes. As the 
first step towards this, she commen- 
ced occupying the shore of the lake 
Gotchka,inthekhanatofErivan; and, 
at the same time, offered to Persia, in 
the way of compensation, the Steppes 
of Moghan and other districts. It 
was thought that the influence of 
Abbas Mirza, second son of the 
Schah, Feth-Ali," and presumptive 
lieir to the throne, (whose claim to 
the succession Russia, by the treaty 
of Gulistan, was bound to support,) 
would prevail in reconciling the Per- 
sian court to the purposed arrange- 
ments of Russia ; but the news of 
the military conspiracies which had 
burst out in that empire seems to 
have inspired the Schan with the fal- 
lacious hope that it was about to be- 
come a prey to revolutionary passions, 
and that a favourable opportunity had 
occurred of his recovering possession 


of the provinces of which the fate of 
war had deprived him. He applied 
to Great Britain for support in the 
war which he meditated ; and, by the 
agency of Mussulman missionaries, 
inflamed the discontents of the tribes 
of Caucasusand theTchescheneSrwho 
had already revolted against their 
Russian masters. 

In the meantime. Prince Menche- 
koff arrived at the Persian court, as 
Russian envoy, charged with the no- 
tification of the new emperor's acces- 
sion, and of his amicable sentiments, 
and also with powers to definitively 
terminate all disputes connected with 
the frontier line. The diplomatic 
labours of Prince Menchekoff led to 
no result. According to a plan pre- 
concerted by the Persian prime mi- 
nister, Alair Khan, and Abbas Mirza, 
war was resolved on ; and while the 
Persian troops were nut in motion, 
the Russian envoy tooic his departure 
from Tauris to Sultane, where a 
camp was formed, which his majesty, 
the Schah, then happened to be vi- 
siting. Here the negotiations were 
renewed between Alair Khan and 
Menchekoff. The former demanded 
the restoration of the Gotchka coast, 
to which the other opposed a letter 
of Prince Abbas Mirza’s, by which 
he consented to the cession of that 
coast in exchange for the territory 
situated between Kassan and Kassa- 
hatschay. Alair Khan stated, that the 
prince s consent had not the approba- 
tion of the Schah; and that the cession 
would never be submitted to. Men- 
chekoff then expressed a wish for de- 
lay, until he received farther instruc- 
tions from his court ; on which it was 
proposed to him to reconduct him to 
Teflis, in order that negotiations 
might be renewed in some town upon 
the frontier. In the meantime, Ab- 
bas Mirza took his departure to as- 
semble his troops, said to amount to 
60,000 men, disciplined after the 
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Europeau fashion, upon the frontiers 
of Karaba, while the Schah removed 
to Ardebil. The English ambassador, 
Mr Willock, in vain endeavoured to 
get the negotiations renewed; and 
perceiving the Persians to be resol- 
ved upon war, dedared that, should 
the Schah advance hostilely towards 
the Russian frontier, as far as Arde- 
bil, be would be forced to quit his 
court 

The Khan ofTalaschyne bad already 
raised the standard of revolt; and, 
after overpowering the small Russian 
garrison of Arkivan, he demanded 
reinforcements from the Schah, to 
enable him to undertake the siege 
of Lenkeran. The Persians then 
thought proper to throw off the mask 
altogether. The persons attached to 
the Russian legation were put under 
arrest, and their papers secured ; and 
the ambassador himself was detained 
at Erivan, under a variety of pre- 
tences, for more than a month, before 
he was suffered to depart for the Rus- 
sian head-quarters. Several of the 
districts of Georgia were invaded, and 
the posts of Cossacks driven in. Eli- 
zabethpol was also evacuated. The 
Mahometan part of the Georgian po- 
pulation joihed the enemy ; while the 
Mingrelians, and other demi-savage 
tribes of Immeretia cither revolted, or 
were on the eve of revolt. Towards 
the end of August, the entire districts 
of Karabeg, Talaschync, and Shir- 
wan, were in the hands of the Per- 
sians. 

At length tlie Governor-General, 
Yermaloft^ having been reinforced 
from the army of the Don and the 
districts in tlie neighbourhood of Cau- 
casus, directed several divisions of 
his array upon the points occupied by 
the enemy. The first of these, under 
the command of Count Madatoff, ar- 
rived, on 14th September, in front of 
the advanced guard of the Persians, 
which was posted upon the right bank 


of the river Schainskhar. It consisted 
of 2000 regular infantry, and from 
7000 to 8000 cavalry, besides artillery, 
and was commanded by Mahmet- 
Mirza, son of Prince Abbas Mirza, 
and by the sirdar Amir Khan, uncle 
of the latter. After some smart firing 
on both sides, the Persian cavalry 
gave way; and the infantry, being 
left without support, soon yielded to 
a charge made by the Russian ca- 
valry, consisting of 800 Cossacks and 
a few Tartars. This affair cost the 
Persians two khans, 2000 men killed 
and wounded, and their whole camp 
furniture and baggage. Madatoff 
then advanced upon Elizabethpol, 
which had previously been abandoned 
by its garrison. It was taken posses- 
sion of by the Russians without a shot 
having been fired ; and great quanti- 
ties of wheat and munitions of war 
fell into the hands of the victors. 

On the night of the2l8t, Madatoff 
was joined, in the environs of Eliza- 
bethpol, by a division commanded by 
General Paskewitch. Abbas Mirza, 
being informed of this movement, ef- 
fected a junction with Alair Khan, 
and passed the Terter, in order to 
give battle to the Russians. The two 
armies encountered about seven wersts 
distant from Elizabethpol, and upon 
the banks of the small river Djeham. 
The Russian force consisted of 6000 
infantry and 3000 cavalry, besides 
artillery. That of the l^ersians num- 
bered twenty-four battalions of regu- 
lar infantry, of from 800 to 1000 each, 
12,000 cavalry, 8000 irregular troops, 
and 24 pieces of field artillery. The 
attack was commenced by the Per- 
sians ; but the conflict was of short 
duration. Their fire, slack and ill 
directed, was silenced by that of the 
Russians ; their infantry began to 
waver, and were thrown into disorder 
by the Cossacks ; their cavalry fled ; 
and, in short, the rout became general. 
The Persians lost of prisoners about 
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1100 soldiers, nine officers, and two 
khans, three standards, three guns, 
and eighty caissons. The loss of the 
Russians was trifling. 

Abbas Mirza, after rallying his fu- 
gitive troops, raised the blockade of 
the fortress of Chauchas, which he 
had caused to be invested, and repass- 
ed the Araxes with his cavalry on 
11th October, while his infantry 
threw themselves into the mountains, 
in the hope of regaining the frontiers 
of Persia. 

Another son of the Schah, Ali- 
Nachy Mirza, who had penetrated to 
the Russian provinces bordering upon 
the Caspian sea, with the design of 
exciting the inhabitants to revolt, 
commenced operations in the moun- 
tains between Shirwan and Daghes- 
tan ; but soon resigned the command 
of the army to Mustapha, the ancient 
Schah of Shirwan. Mustapha com- 
pelled the people of these countries 
to join his standard; but, on the ad- 
vance of a Russian division, com- 
manded by Major General Krabbe, 
many of them deserted, and the rest 
were afterwards delivered from the 
service by the operations of the Rus- 
sians, who soon subd ued the whole pro - 
vince of Kouba, which Mustapha eva- 
cuated, and retreated into the steppes 
of Moghan. 

The Schah was at the small town of 
Amar, when he was apprised bv his 
sons of the serious reverses which his 
arras had sustained. It is said that 
the news strongly inclined him to- 
wards peace ; but that his sons having 
threatened to dethrone him if he 
did not persevere in the war, he 
consented to furnish them with new 
troops. 

In the meantime, General Paske- 
witch effected, with a portion of the 
corps d’armee which he commanded, 
a movement in advance as far as the 
Araxes. On the f>th and 7th Novem- 
ber, he crossed that river, pushed 


through the defiles beyond it, and 
halted upon the banks of the Pasihala, 
where he received intelligence of 
Abbas Mirza having retreated to Ar- 
debil. On the 8th and 9th he sent 
out detachments in various directions, 
to collect the families of Russian sub- 
jects who had been driven into Persia 
by the enemy, upon his retreat from 
Karabeg — a humane object, which 
was successfully accomplished. These 
operations by the Russians, on the 
right of the Araxes, proved that the 
deep defiles and lofty ridges upon the 
Persian frontier, though a formidable, 
were not an insurmountable bulwark 
against foreign invasion. At length 
General Paskewitch, judging it need- 
less to pursue the enemy farther into 
their own country, which had been 
l^id waste, in an unfavourable sea- 
son, repassed the Araxes, and resu- 
med his former position upon the 
ri ver T ch erakan e. This was |he last im- 
portant event of the campaign of 1826 ; 
at the end of which Abbas Mirza en- 
camped with some new troops about 
seven worsts from the bridge of 
Khawdaporen, upon the same river. 

We must defer an account of the 
negotiations between Russia and Tur- 
key, which took place at^Ackermann, 
until we come to treat of the afifairs 
of the latter country. 

Towards the end of the year, a de- 
cree was issued by the Russian Coun- 
cil of State, and confirmed by his 
majesty, to the effect that titles and 
orders conferred upon merchants were 
to be considered only personal, and 
not as ennobling their descendants. 
It had been generally surmised that, 
as a consequence of the unfavourable 
report by (xeneral Arackschejeff, the 
military colonies would be abolished ; 
but by two ukases, respectively dated 
10th November and 7th December, 
the statutes of these colonies were 
confirmed, and additional immunities 
conferred upon them. ^ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Turkey and Greece* 


‘ruE history of Turkey was pregnant 
with important events. Its govern- 
ment pertinaciously persisted, in de- 
fiance of Russia and despite of the en- 
treaties of both Britain and Austria, 
in retaining military occupation of the 
provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia, 
the inhabitants of which she subjected 
to the cruellest exactions. The peo- 
ple of Servia were threatened with 
still greater severity ; and their depu- 
ties, who bad gone to Constantinople 
to make known their complaints, 
were thrown into prison. Russia, as 
the protector, constituted by treaty, of 
these three provinces, in vain em- 
ployed remonstrances and threats, to 
induce Turkey to relieve them from 
their oppressions. In reply to all her 
remonstrances,Turkey demanded that, 
in terras of the treaty of Bucharest, 
she should evacuate the v«arious Asia- 
tic fortresses which she had captured 
in the course of last war. Russia re- 
torted by charging Turkey with insti- 
gating to revolt the inhabitants of the 
ceded provinces, which rendered her 
continued occupation of these for- 
tresses indispensably necessary ; and 
also with maintaining a trade in slaves 
within the limits of Georgia. Even- 
tually, the Porte, with its natural 
haughtiness, refovsed to reply to the 
various notes addressed to it by M. de 
Minziaiky, the Russian minister, and 
observed the most obstinate silence 


with regard to all the controverted 
questions. On 5th April, M, de Min- 
ziaiky addressed a note to the Reis 
Eftendi, in which he demanded the 
immediate restoration of Moldavia and 
Wallachia to their just rights, the re- 
dress of their grievances, and their 
evacuation by the Ottoman troops; 
the liberation of the Servian deputies ; 
and satisfaction for the insult upon 
the dignity of Russia, by failing to 
reply to the notes of her minister. 
He also proposed that, on these terms 
being accepted, the Porte should ap- 
point plenipotentiaries to meet upon 
the frontier with those of Russia, to 
detennine the various questions which 
had been urged upon its notice at 
Constantinople, by Baron Strogonoff, 
from 1816 down to 1821. The note 
concluded by declaring, that if at 
the end of six weeks, the above pro- 
posals were not acceded to, the writer 
of it would take his departure, an 
event,” he observed, the immediate 
consequences of which it was easy to 
foresee.” 

This spirited note had the effect of 
restoring the Porte to its senses. On 
the evening of 14th May, at the ex- 
piration of the time allowed, the Rus- 
sian minister received a note from 
the Reis Effendi, acceding to the 
whole of his terms. At the same 
time, orders were dispatched to the 
Turkish troops in the two principal- 
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ities to retire behind the Danube ; 
•the Servian deputies were set at li* 
berty ; and Seid Mehnied Hadi Ef- 
fendi^ the comptroller of Anatolia, 
and the Mollah, Seid Ibrahim Asset 
Effendi, were appointed plenipoten- 
tiaries to settle with Russia the vari- 
ous questions between the two coun- 
tries which were in dependence. 

The critical situation of the Turks 
determined the Sultan to put in exe- 
cution a most important measure, 
which had been entertained by his 
predecessor Selim IIL, but cost that 
unfortunate sovereign his life. The 
body of Janissaries, which were ori- 
ginally formed by the Sultan Orcari, 
had much degenerated from their 
ancient virtue, discipline, and cou- 
rage ; and, instead of being, as for- 
merly, the terror of Christendom, 
they had become, by their insubordi- 
nation, mutinous spirit and exorbi- 
tant privileges, one great source of 
the weakness of the empire.* Re- 
peatedly had they fired the capital, 
their usual signal of revolt ; and 
many were the Grand Viziers and 
other state officers in those cases who 
had been put to death by the sove- 
reign's orders, as the only means of 
appeasing their vengeance. They 
exercised, in short, a mastery over 
the Sultan and his divan, utterly in- 
compatible with the dignity of the 
state, or the pursuit of any steady 
and rational system of policy. In ad- 
dition to these, their irredeemable 
bad qualities, the disastrous result of 
every war in which Turkey had been 
engaged, in modern times, had forced 
a conviction upon the minds of the 
most bigoted Mussulmans, that how- 
ever admirable the institution might 
have been in its origin, when the mi- 
litary art of Europe was yet in its in- 


fancy, it had become totally feeble 
and ineffective, as a defence to the 
empire, when opposed to modern 
discipline and t|ictics. This convic- 
tion was confirmed by comparing the 
disasters which had uniformly attend- 
ed the Turkish arms in Greece, though 
there encountered only by hasty and 
undisciplined levies, with the success- 
ful achievements of the African army, 
commanded by Ibrahim Pacha, which 
had been organized and trained upon 
European models. 

Selim IIL had made an attempt to 
introduce among the Janissaries the 
European exercise and discipline, 
(callm by the Turks the Nizzam^y^ 
dgedid^) which so incensed them, that 
they forced him to descend from the 
throne. His nephew, Mustapha, was 
substituted in his place ; and he, after 
reigning a few months, was ppt to 
death, along with his deposed uncle, 
in two revolts of the Janissaries* He 
was succeeded, on llth Aug. 1808, 
by the present Sultan, Mahmoud II., 
who was compelled to abolish the 
Nizzam-tf-dgedidi to swear to main- 
tain the sacred institution of the 
Janissaries, and even, as a farther 
pledge of his fidelity to their cause, 
to enrol himself of new in one of their 
ortax** 

From the commencement of his 
reign, Mahmoud II. had proved him- 
self a prudent, sagacious, and energe- 
tic prince ; and while he secretly de- 
termined upon the suppression of the 
Janissaries, he affected a great vene- 
ration for their privileges. The first 
overt act from which it could be in- 
ferred that he was not altogether sa- 
tisfied with the military institutions of 
his empire, was his organizing, short- 
ly after the treaty of Bucharest, a 
corps of artillery, ( Topsekis,) amount- 


• At the time of their suppression, there were 196 ort^s of Janissarits, each consisting of 

1000 men. Of these ortas, 40 were stationed at Constantinople, 
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ing to 14,000 men, upon ^rhose sup- 
port he confidently reckoned in the 
future changes which he meditated. 

On 28th May, a general council of 
state was held, at which were present 
the Grand Vizier, and other ministers, 
the Mufti, the Ulemas, (who, on all 
previous occasions, had sided with the 
soldiery,) most of the chiefs of the 
Janissaries, Hussein Pacha, who com- 
manded the troops assembled on the 
Bosphorus, and Aiany other distin- 
guished personages. At this council 
it was resolved that the time had 
come when it was the duty of all 
Mussulmans to arm themselves in 
defence of their faith ; that, in the 
actual state of the country, military 
subordination and discipline were the 
only means by which the dangers 
that threatened it could be averted ; 
and thateach orla of Janissaries should 
furnish 150 men, to be incorpora- 
ted with new troops, which were to 
take the name of Muallern esklndifi — 
meaning disciplined infantry. A hat- 
ti-scheriff to the above effect was pre- 
pared, received the signatures of all 
present, was sanctioned by the fetiva 
of the Mufti, and immediately pro- 
claimed and put in execution. This 
document was very cautiously con- 
ceived. It confirmed the privileges 
of the Janissaries, and abstained from 
all mention of the hated name Mz- 
/ it fixed the pay of the 
new troops at thirty paras daily for 
each man ; and prescribed for them 
their arms and uniform, the former 
consisting of musket, and bayonet, 
and sabre. 

The inscription of 150 men from 
each orta, to be drafted into the Mw- 
allem eskindify succeeded in the ca- 
pital without any difficulty ; but the 
moment that the process of exerci- 
sing these recruits after the European 
fashion commenced, which was con- 
ducted chiefly by officers of the Egyp- 
tian army, the discontent of the Ja- 


nissaries broke out into open violence* 
The first seditious movement took 
place on the night of the 14th Jane^ 
within their barracks ; from which a 
large party of them sallied, and march- 
ed towards the houses of their Aga 
and Nedschib-Effendi, whom they 
iSuspected of being the instigators of 
the recent reform. These persona- 
ges, however, apprised of their dan-« 
ger, had taken refuge with the Vizier ; 
and the mutineers, enraged that they 
had escaped their vengeance, set fire 
to their houses. The great body of 
the revolters, in the meantime, ad^ 
vanced against the palace of the Vi- 
zier, who had fled to Jali-koschk, a 
pavilion belonging to the Sultan, si- 
tuated near the seraglio, and within 
the line of the fortifications, where he 
collected the partizans of govern- 
ment, while some of the revolters 
were employed in pillaging his pa- 
lace, and the rest dispersed themselves 
among the coffee-shops, where they 
gave themselves up to the most fright- 
ful excesses. 

At day-break, those of the Janis- 
saries who had remained in their bar- 
racks, assembled in the Atmeidan, 
(the ancient hippodrome of the Em- 
peror Constantine,) and caused to 
be proclaimed by the public criers 
throughout the suburbs, that the 
whole of their body ought to assem- 
ble in that place for their common 
defence. 

The first intelligence of this revolt 
reached the Sultan at his country pa- 
lace of Besihcktasch, on the Euro- 
pean side of the Bosphorus. At once, 
with the decision which marks his 
character, he returned on horseback 
to his seraglio, where were speedily 
assembled the Vizier, and whole other 
ministers, the Mufti and principal 
Ulemas. In the meantime, Hussein 
Pacha, who commanded a camp of 
observation on the European coast, 
and Mehammed Pacha, who com- 
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manded a similar camp on the coast 
of Asia^ arrived with numerous troops, 
with whom were joined a number of 
battalions of artillery* 

In the grand council it was decreed^ 
the Mufti himself having declared 
the measure to be necessary, that the 
sacred standard (SandschakSherjf) 
should be displayed; and it having 
been delivered to the Grand Vizier 
by the hands of the Sultan himself, 
with the accustomed formalities, the 
public criers were directed to sum- 
mon all Mussulmans who were faith- 
ful to the law of the prophet, to arm 
themselves, and rally round the Sand- 
schak-Sherif, at the tomb of the Sul- 
tan Ahmed. The summons was zeal- 
ously obeyed by a fanatical popula- 
tion ; but it was addressed in vain to 
the revolted soldiery. Three times 
were they summoned to repair to the 
sacred standard. They replied, that 
they would never submit to the will 
of the Sultan, until he decreed the 
abolition of the new troops, and gave 
up to them the heads of the Grand 
Vizier, their Aga, Hussein Pacha, and 
Nedschib Effendi. The Sultan, then, 
instead of listening to a statement of 
their grievances, vowed the destruc- 
tion of their body ; and the Mufti ha- 
ving declared them beyond the pale of 
the law, Hussein Pacha was directed to 
march with his whole troops, and ex- 
tirpate them. The attack was rapid 
and terrible. The Janissaries, already 
disheartened by the circumstance of 
tlie populace having deserted them, 
retreated from the Atmcidan, after 
firing s6me volleys, and threw them- 
selves into their barracks, where they 
offered submission, which the Sultan 
refused to accept. By his orders, the 
barracks were fired, and the fate of 
the Janissaries was speedily decided. 
About 4000 of them were cut to 
pieces, or perished in the fiames. 
The remainder made an attempt to 
gain possession of the boats stationed 


at the different piers ; but they were 
overtaken, and slaughtered. A few 
only escaped through the compassion 
of such of their comrades as had re- 
mained faithful to the Sultan. Con 
siderable treasure was found ia the 
barracks, the fruit of the previous 
night's plundering, and which now 
became the prey of the victors. The 
gates of the capital were kept shut, 
to prevent the escape of any of the 
revolters. ’’ 

It was observed, on the following 
day, the 16th, that the Sultan, in go* 
ing to the mosque of Sul-Tchesme, 
was escorted, not by Janissaries, but 
only by Topschis and Khoum Ba- 
radjis, or bombardiers. In the mean-* 
while, the Vizier, Mufti, and other 
dignitaries, were encamped under 
tents, within the Atmeidan, where 
they formed themselves into a tribu- 
nal for the trial of rebels. The whole 
Janissaries who were taken with 
arms in their hands, particularly their 
chiefs, on being brought before this 
tribunal, were, after a few interroga- 
tories, directed to be strangled on thd 
spot. Others less culpable were sent 
to prison, and afterwards transported 
to Asia. 

On the 17th, amidst the executions 
which continued without intermis- 
sion, appeared a firman, which abo- 
lished for ever the name and institu- 
tion of Janissaries; and replaced 
them by a body of regular troops, de- 
nominated Assikiri'- ManmriuMuha- 
medije^ (Defenders of Islamism,) the 
supreme command of which was given 
to Hussein Pacha, with the title of 
Seraskier. In the same firman, an 
assurance was given to such of the 
Janissaries, over the whole empire, 
as had not shared in the revolt, that 
their entire privileges would be pre* 
served to them. 

At the same time, it was forbidden 
to all to assume the nam^ of Janis- 
sary ; the barracks of the suppressed 
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corps were razed to the ground ; and all 
their various insignia were destroyed, 
after being trampled under foot by 
the Mttfti. The peaceable inhabitants 
were directed to re-open their shops, 
which had been closed for three days ; 
and to hang lamps in front of their 
houses during the night-time. Nu- 
merous patrols of civic militia were 
formed in an inconceivably short time, 
and maintained the tranquillity of the 
city. 

'J'he same day, the sacred standard 
was restored to the seraglio, to which 
place the tribunal within the Atmei- 
dan transferred its sittings. The new 
Seraskier Hussein established his 
head-quarters at Esky-Serai, a posi- 
tion within the walls, which com- 
manded the whole city. On that day 
also the Sultan appeared on the pa- 
rade in the costume of the new troops. 

A body of troops, called Yamacks, 
who had the privilege of garrisoning 
the castles on the Bosphorus, had re- 
commended themselves to the favour 
of the Sultan, by the zeal with which 
they had offered to march against 
the rebels ; yet, notwithstanding, his 
highness resolved to substitute regu- 
lars in their place ; but to evince his 
gratitude, he made them a present of 
300 purses. 

It would be only disgusting to en- 
ter into a minute detail of the seve- 
rities exercised against the body of 
Janissaries. Executions of men of 
that class continued for many days. 
It was considered sufficient, to war- 
rant the execution of any one, that he 
was a Janissary, if he could not prove 
that he was not engaged in the re- 
volt. The company of Porters, many 
of whom had their names inscribed 
on the rolls of the Janissaries, and who 
had made common cause with that 
body in the late revolt, were called 
to a strict account ; and their chief, 
and a number of others, were put to 
death. ‘ The remainder, who were of 


Turkish origin, were banished to 
Asia, and their places supplied by Ar- 
menians. According to tne most mo* 
derate calculations, from 5000 to 6000 
of the proscribed body of Janissaries 
perished by the sword, the flamesy 
and the hands of the executioner; 
and from 15,000 to 16,000 of them 
were exiled to Asia. 

These extreme severities led to a 
reaction in the mind of the public* 
When the corps of Janissaries exist* 
ed, their insolences were felt to be all 
but intolerable; but associated as their 
name was with the glory of the em* 
pire, national prejudices came in aid 
of the compassion which their cruel 
fate naturally excited. Other mea- 
sures of the government tended great* 
ly to produce a spirit of discontent. 
The various corporations of the capi* 
tal were called to answer for the con- 
duct of their Riayas (Syndics) during 
the recent disturbances. Trade was 
generally depressed, particularly by 
vmxima having been officially put upon 
the prices of bread and butcher-nieat, 
and by a change in the currency ; and 
bigotry was violently offended by 
the suppression of the convents of 
a class of dervishes called bektachis, 
the memory of whose founder was 
reverenced as that of a saint. In spite 
of the remonstrances of the various 
foreign legations, the Janissaries who 
bad been appointed as their guards, 
and had not participated in the rebel- 
lion, were withdrawn and impressed 
into the new corps, and their place 
was supplied by other troops. The 
Ulemas, too, whose co-operation in his 
late measures the Sultan had so saga- 
ciously and adroitly secured, began to 
murmur at a system which seemed to 
set prejudice at defiance, and treated 
it as a crime. The plague, also, visit- 
ed Constantinople, and was construed 
to be a divine punishment of the im- 
pious policy adopted by the Sultan. 
The Sultan’s resolution, however, was 
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not to be shaken. Four of the most 
distinguished of the Ulemas, among 
whom was tsmael-Effendi, who had 
been ambassador at London, and Scha- 
ni-Zadi, historiographer of the empire, 
having been accused of speaking ir- 
reverently of the Sultan's projects, 
were banished to Asia ; and a Jew 
banker, who had been contractor for 
the Janissaries, was, without any form 
of process, arrested and strangled, and 
his whole property, amounting to no 
less than 68,675,000 piastres, confis- 
cated to the state. About the same 
time, by a firman of the Sultan, the 
corps of hostangis, who had charge of 
the imperial pmaces, was suppressed, 
and its members incorporated with 
the new troops. 

The firmans sent into the provinces 
announcing the suppression of the 
Janissaries, excited some little disturb- 
ances at Erzerum and Trebizond ; 
but at length the itew military regu- 
lations were quietly submitted to 
throughout the whole empire. Num- 
bers of the metropolitan Janissaries, 
who were on the lists of proscription, 
had escaped to the coast of Aclrian- 
ople, and the forests of Belgrade ; and 
it was feared they would succeed in 
exciting their provincial brethren to a 
general revolt ; but the only effects of 
their revenge and despair, were a pet- 
ty commotion at Adrianople, which 
was speedily quelled, and a few isola- 
ted robberies. 

By two firmans of the Sultan, the 
practice of confiscation of the proper- 
ty of criminals, whether Turks or 
Greeks, was abolished ; and the Mol- 
lahs and Cadis were strictly enjoined to 
distribute impartial justice, and to 
discountenapee all attempts at chi- 
canery.* 

* When tranquillity had been ap- 
parently established, a dreadful fire 
broke out in the capital on the 31st 
August. It originated in the shop of 
a butcher in the suburbs ; and being 


favoured by a previous long drought, 
and a high wind which blew at the 
time, soon extended to every 
in the city. It raged for 
hours before it was finally arrested ; 
and in its progress destroyed thege 
parts of the city most remarkabte for 
wealth and magnificence. It was cal- 
culated, that no fewer than 60d6 
houses, or an eighth part of the city^ 
including the Besestan^ the houses of 
the Kiaia-Bey and Nedschib-Effen- 
di, and the magazines of the Vider- 
Khan and Detgi-Khasin, were con- 
sumed ; and the total loss was esti- 
mated at SOCf, 000,000 piastres. 

The conflagration was generally 
supposed to be the work of disaffect- 
ed incendiaries ; and to guard against 
any spdden commotion, the whole 
regular troops were kept on foot du- 
ring its progress. The munificence 
of the Sultan was conspicuous on the 
occasion. He directed the walls of the 
seraglio to be thrown open, that the 
unfortunate wretches who had been 
deprived of their habitations might 
find refuge within them. Thousands 
of women and children were received 
into apartments of the palace, and 
had provisions liberally supplied to 
them. At the same time, the Sultan 
directed that a considerable portion 
of the expense of rebuilding the burnt 
down houses should be defrayed out 
of his treasury. 

A number of measures about this time 
were adopted by government, from 
some of which it may be inferred, that 
it did not enjoy that sense of perfect 
security which it affected. There was 
a new officer placed at the head of 
the police, named the Capedgi-bashi, 
upon whom were bestowed extraor- 
dinary powers. A proclamation was 
issued, warning all Mussulmans to be 
on their guard against the seditious 
practices of men, who, joining them- 
selves to the views of Oiose malefac- 
tors who had been executed ba- 
12 



HISTORY. 


Chap. IS.3 

nlipeiif ancf diaguisetl so that they 
Cpuld not knbwni spread the most 
rancours in all quarters ; 
that all persons who 
^hWld be found repeating such ru- 
mou^rSf or provoking disturbances in 
any way^ should be instantly seized 
anid punished, the men by beheading, 
and the women by strangulation and 
being thrown into the sea. A num- 
ber of executions followed this pro- 
clamatioa» and produced a powerful 
and salutary effect on the public 
mind. 

On 2d September a firman was 
published, authorizing the opening of 
2000 taverns, for the sale of wines and 
spirituous liquors, either by Turks, 
Greeks, Armenians, or Jews, upon 
their paying a licensc-duty. Tliis fir- 
man was preceded by a dictum of 
the mufti, that the precept of the 
prophet with regard to wine was not 
at all a prohibition, but only an ad- 
vice. 

To appease the bigotry of the more 
zealous Mussulmans, a firman appear- 
ed on the 30th, which renewed the 
ancient ordinances against rajahs of 
either sex wearing clothes of the co- 
lour or form appropriated to true be- 
lievers ; and directed the police to ap- 
prehend all who should offend against 
these ordinances, and subject them to 
rigorous punishment. 

We have idready stated, that the 
Parte had'^agreed to appoint pleni- 
potentiaries, to negotiate with those 
of Russia a settlement of the different 
questions pending between the two 
powers; and after much opposition 
on the part of the Porte, the proposal 
of Russia was at length agreed to, 
that the place of conference should 
be Aokermann» a town of Bessarabia, 
upon the Niester, 14.0 leagues N.E. 
ot Constantinople. After several de- 
lays in the dburse of their route, upon 
various pretexts, the Turkish pleni- 
potentiaries, Hadi-Effendi and Ibra-* 
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him-Effendi, at length arrived at Acf 
kermann, iriade their entry in great 
pomp, and were received with all du4 
ceremony and respect by Count Wo- 
rotiZolF and the Marquis de Ilibeau- 
pierre, the plenipotentiaries of Russia. 
The conferences were opened on the 
1st of August. Aftermuch andcompli.. 
cated negotiation, the demands made 
by Russia were reduced to eighty, 
embracing three jirincipal questions, 
1st, That relative to the evacuation of 
the Asiatic fortresses, chiefly on the 
Black Sea and the Phasis, which Rus- 
sia, by the treaty of Bucharest, was 
bound to restore to Turkey. Two of 
these she had restored ; but for the 
four others she ofiered compensation, 
alleging, that Turkish authority in 
that quarter was too feeble to restrain 
the commission of robberies by Turk- 
ish subjects within the Russian terri- 
tory, at the embouchure of and upon 
the river Phasis. 2d, The question 
relative to the rights and privileges 
of Wallachia and Moldavia, which 
Russia, in virtue of antecedent trea- 
ties, required to be restored and con- 
firmed ; and 3d, That regarding the 
civil and religious privileges of the 
Servians, who were oppressed by Mi- 
lesch, who was retained in the dig- 
nity of knez, contrary to the wishes 
of Russia ; and which oppression she 
demanded they should be relieved 
from. 

These peremptory demands, which 
were made on the 25th September, 
were so offensive to the Turkish ple- 
nipotentiaries, that they threatened 
instantly to break up the conferences ; 
on which those of Russia, with much 
nonchalance, offered to provide them 
with an escort as far as the Moldavian 
frontier. But the former, not wish- 
ing to incur the responsibility of so 
abrupt a departure, moved a delay 
of the negotiations, until they could 
receive fresh instructions from the di- 
van. The Russians agreed to a de- 
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iay, but limited it to 7th October ; 
and, at same time, dispatched instruc- 
tions to M. dc Minziacky, ambassador 
to the Porte, to urge the Ileis-elfendi 
to a satisfactory answer. The drago- 
tnan whp presented Minziacky’s note, 
verbally assured the Reis-eifendi, that 
were the whole demands of Russia 
not complied with by the 7th Octo- 
ber, the Russian army would pass the 
Pruth. 

The Turkish empire stood at this 
time in a very difficult crisis. It was 
evident, that the late reorganization 
of the Turkish army had been resol- 
ved on from a dread of Russia, and 
to enable the Porte to withstand the 
demands which that power now so 
peremptorily urged upon it. If de- 
lay was advantageous to the one, it 
was equally the object of the other to 
prevent it. The military arrange- 
inpnts of Turkey were sure to add 
to her strength ultimately ; but, in 
the meantime, while her troops were 
unaccustomed to the new exercise, 
discipline, and tactics, and prejudi- 
ced against them, instead of being 
sensible of their value, these arrange- 
ments, it was obvious, must intro- 
duce disorder and weakness into the 
army. The crisis was such, in short, 
that Russia might then, if ever, strike 
a blow at Turkey with decision, and 
the certainty of success ; and when 
there was no alternative for the lat- 
ter but war or submission. Alive to 
these considerations, and acted upon 
by the solicitations of the European 
ministers, the divan at length autho- 
rized their plenipotentiaries to ac- 
cede to the terms demanded by Rus- 
sia. Two sepai-ate treaties upon these 
terms were accordingly concluded 
and signed at Ackmermann on the 
7t|i October ; by the first of which, 
the Asiatic frontier between the two 
powers was restored to the slain qno 
ante helium ; and two years were al- 
lowed for the consideration of the 


best means of preserving tranqmllity 
on both sides of it ; and Siij^tan 
renewed and ratified the wlvole obli- 
gations he had contracted by tho treaty 
of Buclwest, particularly with regard 
to the rights and privileges of VV^Ja- 
chia, Moldavia, and Servia. By 
other treaty, which related to the two 
first of these provinces, it was deter- 
mined that their boyars were to have 
the right of electing from their nupi- 
ber their own hospodars, who were 
each to continue in office seven ye«irs ; 
but that the Sultan should have a 
vcio in the election of a bospodar, on 
showing reasons satisfactory to Rus- 
sia ; and that the territories which Iiad 
been detached from the two provinces 
should be restored to them. There 
were other subordinate provisions in 
the treaties, all to the advantage of 
Russia. The treaties were subse- 
quently ratified by both governments. 

About this time, a formidable con- 
spiracy was detected among such of 
the old Janissaries as had been incor- 
porated with the new troops- Their 
first design was, at a military review, 
to have their guns loaded with hidl 
cartridge ; and, on the first command 
being given to fire, to level tlieir mus- 
kets at Hussein I^acha, Mohamme^l 
Pacha, and other favourers of the new 
reforms, and the Sultan himself,, 
should lie happen to be present. They 
abandoned that ilesiga for another, 
whicli waS; that they should raise the? 
standard of revolt, inarch against the 
seraglio, and murder the Sultan an,d 
his ministers, as enemies to Islana^sm- 
A dervish of the order of' backtachi^, 
called Lullcdj-Ahmed, hy his , fana- 
tical prophecies, had gained a num- 
ber of the civil corporations over to 
the cause of the conspirators. The 
conspiracy was divulged to govern-^ 
ment by some iopseJus who had en- 
gaged in it ; and vigoroijs measures 
were adopted for its suppyessicui 
From 500 to GOO members of corpo-* 
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mtionift were arrested ; and of these, 
500 were executed, and the rest trans- 
ported to the coast of Asia- A great 
additional number of the old Janis- 
saries were sent into exile, while every 
day multiplied the executions ofguilty, 
or rather suspected persons. The 
dervish, Lulledj-Ahmed, after being 
put to the torture, which he bore 
with the fortitude of a martyr, and 
without making any disclosures, was 
also put to death. 

An approximation, at this time, was 
made by the government to the forms 
and usages of the governments of Eu- 
rope. Persons guilty of treason were 
divided into two classes ; those who 
had been actually engaged in a con- 
spiracy, and those who, knowing the 
existence of a conspiracy, failed to 
divulge it. To the first class was as- 
signed the punishment of death ; to 
the other, perpetual banishment. By 
a firman, of date 1st December, the 
practice of confiscating, for the use 
of the Sultan, the property of decea- 
sed persons, was for ever abolished ; 
and it was declared, that the families 
of persons deceasing, whether officers 
of state, private Mussulmans, ayars, 
wayvodes, or rayas, should succeed 
to the estates and eft*ects of their ances- 
tors. 

The new military organization and 
exercise of the troops continued with 
unabated activity, while the labours of 
the executioner were unremitting in 
extirpating disaffection. In short, at 
the end of the year, the greatest mi- 
litary and civil revolution ever re- 
solved on by a sovereign, was suc- 
cessfully achieved, in spite of the 
resistance opposed by the prejudices 
and customs of a fanatical and haughty 
soldiery, who till then had been the 
dictators of the state, and of the most 
bigoted population on the face of the 
earth ; and*thi$ chiefly by the saga- 
city, vigour, and courage of the Sul- 
tan^ the representative of a race in 
whom it was supposed these qualities 


had been extinct for nearly two cen- 
turies. 

At the commencement of the year, 
the affairs of the Greeks were in a 
state of the utmost possible distrac- 
tion and depression ; but still it was 
a proud boast, that, after five years 
of sanguinary warfare, a people na- 
turally so feeble were still able to 
maintain their independence against 
the gigantic force employed to sub- 
due them. 

It would be tedious and useless to 
recount the various marches and 
countermarches of the contending 
troops, the petty and inconsequential 
skirmishes which occurred between 
them, or the dissensions which pre- 
vailed in the Greek councils. We 
shall, therefore, chiefly confine our- 
selves to two most memorable occur- 
rences, the siege of Missolonghi, and 
the mismanagement and dilapidation 
of a large sum of money which had 
been raised in England, by loan, for 
the support of the Greek cause. 

The town of Missolonghi contain- 
ed a population of 13,000, to which 
it had been elevated from 2000 or 
3000, by the arrival of refugees from 
other parts of Greece, who had great 
confidence in its natural and artificial 
strong til. Its proper garrison con- 
sisted of 5000 warriors ; but after the 
disasters sustained by the Greek 
arms, in contending with Ibrahim 
Pacha in the Morea, it was strength- 
ened by the arrival of a considerable 
body of Suliots. Another Imdy of 
Suliots stationed themselves on the 
side of Salona, in order to harass the 
besieging army on its rear. 

The great successes oflbrahim, and 
the misfortunes of Redschid Pacha, 
liad determined the Porte to confide 
the siege of the place to the former. 
On 8th December 1825, Ibrahim ar- 
rived with his troops iu the neigh- 
bourhood of Missolonghi, and super- 
seded the Seraskicr in the command 
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His army amounted to 25,000 men, 
of whom 8600 were disciplined Arabs 
and Egyptians, and was entrenched 
at the mouth of the Achelous. 

Nearly the whole month of January 
passed away in ineifectual cannona- 
ding on both sides ; but on the 28th, 
the Greek fleet entered the waters of 
Missolonghi, where it burned a Turk- 
ish corvette ; and, seizing advantage 
of a favourable wind, dispatched six 
fire-ships against the fleet of the ene- 
my, which threw it into disorder, and 
thus enabled that of the Greeks to 
land supplies of ammunition and pro- 
visions on the isle of Vassiladi, for the 
relief of the garrison. It then sailed 
for Hydra to re-victual, and demand 
new reinforcements. 

At this time, the Greek govern- 
ment established at Napoli was abso- 
lutely without resources, but such as 
it received from Philhellenic societies 
established in different parts of Eu- 
rope, but particularly France; and 
could undertake no enterprise of mo- 
ment for the relief of Missolonghi, 
the fate of which involved that of 
Greece, It is true, that several expe- 
ditions were planned, one under Co- 
locotroni, for relieving the Morea from 
the presence of the Egyptians, which 
might have the effect of recalling Ibra- 
him from the siege ; another, under 
Fabvier, for the conquest of Negro- 
pont ; and another, under Gourras 
and Karaiskaki, to act on the side 
of Salona, from which the Suliots 
^ere stationed had been driven, and 
in the rear of the besiegers. But not 
one of all these expeditions was suc- 
cessful. In the meantime, the garri- 
son experienced the want of provi- 
sions, and also powder, the fleet, un- 
der Miaoulis, not having been in a con- 
dition to return from Hydra until the 
beginning of April. 

On 24th February, the besiegers 
opened a tremendous fire against the 
town, which lasted three hours, with- 


out in the least shaking the courage 
of the garrison. On the 28th, 5000 
Arabs having established themselves 
on a small hill in front of tlie bastion 
of Botzaris, were attacked by the 
Greeks, who, after a fierce contest, 
in which many lives were lost, suc- 
ceeded in possessing themselves of 
the position. ^ 

Ibrahim, at length despairing ofma- 
king an impression on the land side, 
determined to attack the town by 
sea ; but first to obtain possession of 
the two principal (ireek positions of 
Vassiladi and Anatolicon, which com- 
manded the sea-board and tlHi la- 
goons in front. He caused to be 
constructed pontoons and rafts mount- 
ed with cannon, for the purpose of 
preventing the approach of the Greek 
fleet, should it venture to appear, and 
of intercepting the communicatioa 
between the town and the two isles 
by which it w&s defended. The 
Greeks in vain attempted to destroy 
these floating batteries. Ibrahim, ha- 
ving completed his preparations, on 
9th March caused an attack to be 
made on Vassiladi, which had a gar- 
rison of only 200. It was long and 
gallantly defended, until a bomb, ha- 
ving fallen into its powder maga- 
zine, caused its explosion, and the‘ 
death of most of its defenders. The 
survivors, with the exception of a few 
who escaped to the town across the 
lagoons, were put to the sword by 
the Arabs. 

On the 13tb, Ibrahim, designing 
to attack Anatolicon, directed bis 
floating batteries along the canal of 
Poros, where they were fired upon by’ 
the Greeks from a fortified convent, 
named Kundro. A corps of Arabs 
was dispatched, by way of Stamma, 
to storm it. It was bravely assault- 
ed, and as bravely defended ; but the 
place was at length carrii^ll^ and its 
garrison, 400 strong, massacred. The 
garrison of Anatolicon, amounting to 
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from 400 to 500 men, then offered to 
capitulate. Both men and women 
ran to the $hore<, and implored the 
clemency of the enemy. Ibrahim, 
after directing the soldiers to ground 
their arms, allowed the whole to re- 
tire to Arta, carrying with them their 
effects. ‘ 

While these events were occurring, 
the Crreeks of Missolonghi, to the 
number of 700, made a sortie upon 
the Egyptian camp. The conflict was 
sanguinary. The enemy lost their 
chief of artillery and standar<l-bearer, 
a colonel, and a great number of sol- 
diers ; but the Greeks, overpowered 
by numbers, were at length driven 
back, with tlie loss of nearly half their 
number. 

Three weeks passed without Ibra- 
him having made any new attem[)t. 
In the meantime, the town laboured 
under the miseries of famine. The 
garrison was reduced to quarter ra- 
tions, except on days when sorties 
were made. Some small succours, re- 
ceived from the Ionian islands, only 
served to prolong the crisis, without 
mitigating its severity. The only 
communication between the town and 
the sea that remained, w^as the isle of 
Clissova, where the Greeks had forti- 
fied the Church of the Trinity, and 
garrisoned it with 100 men, to whom 
were now joined 150 Suliots under 
Tzavellas. Upon this position, Ibra- 
him, on 5th April, directed an attack 
to be made by 2500 picked men, 
commanded by Redschid Pacha. They 
were transported across on rafts, pro- 
tected by guns planted on the shore. 
The action was desperate ; but at 
length the assailants were forced to 
give way, after sustaining a great loss, 
and thtnr chief himself having been 
wounded. At the same time, Ibra- 
him in person attacked the position 
from the o|her coast with 2000 regular 
troops. He also was forced to beat a 
retreat, with the entire loss of two of 


his best regiments. The loss of the 
Greeks was inconsiderable. This 
brilliant affair greatly elevated the 
spirits of the people and garrison of 
Missolonghi, who, when the news of 
it reached them, assembled in the ca- 
thedral, and gave thanks to the Al- 
mighty for the victory. 

The condition of the people and 
garrison, in the meantime, was truly 
pitiable. They had been reduced 
to live upon horses, dogs, and mice, 
and upon crabs and sea- weed, col- 
lected under the very fire of the ene- 
my. About eight days after tlie af- 
fair of Clissova, their eyes were glad- 
dened with the sight of the Greek 
fleet, under MiaouUs, which brought 
them ammunition, provision, and some 
reinforcements. All ran to the walls 
to enjoy the inspiring spectacle. Their 
joy was fated to be of short duration, 
European skill and industry had been 
employed in the arrangement of the 
enemy's fleet. The vessels composing 
it ere drawn up in excellent order, 
and protected both in front and rear 
by immense rafts, covered with bat- 
teries, which effectually kept the 
Greek fire-ships at a distance. In an 
engagement which took place on 15tli 
April, Miaoulis in vain endeavoured 
to break through the line which op- 
posed his approach. I’he agony of 
the inhabitants, on witnessing the 
failure of his efforts, may be faintly 
imagined. 

After the capture of Vassiladi, Sir 
F. Adam, Governor of the Ionian 
isles, had made several attempts to 
prevail with tlie garrison to capitulate 
upon reasonable terms. They decla- 
red their willingness to surrender the 
place, provided they were allowed to 
march out with their arms, ammuni- 
tion, and baggage, and drums beat- 
ing ; but Ibrahim would listen to no- 
thing short of unconditional surren- 
der. The besieged still entertaiiicd 
hopes that they would receive sue- 
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c<niir« by land, and daily expected to 
fiec an army of their countrymen de- 
acendin^ Mount Aracynthus to their 
relief; but Providence had decreed 
that there was to be no relief for them 
but in their own valour. Fabvier 
Jmd made an unsuccessful and disas* 
trous attempt upon Negropont ; Gou- 
ras remained idle upon the coast of 
Athens ; Constantin Botzaris kept 
himself entrenched at Salona ; and 
Karaiskaki, oppressed with sickness, 
attempted no diversion whatever. 

On 16th April, the town was cutolF 
from all its communications. On 17th 
and 18th, many townsmen, women, 
and children, perished of famine. On 
the 20th, Miaoulis made another at- 
tempt to break through the enemy’s 
deet, but was again unsuccessful. Still 
the horror of their situation could not 
conquer the obstinacy of the Greeks. 
The soldiers declared they were ready 
to perish on the breach ; while the 
tradesmen and their wives determined 
to mine the town and perish undc\r its 
ruins. At lenjith, the chiefs having 
been assembled in council, it was re- 
solved that the garrison, with arms in 
hand, should open to itself a passage 
through the ranks of the enemy. In 
consequence, they wrote to Karais- 
kaki, and other chiefs, whom they er- 
roneously believed to be posted in the 
rear of the enemy, informing them 
of their resolution, which was to be 
put in execution on the 22d ; and di- 
recting them to raise their camp on 
that cky, and to co-operate with the 
garrison in making good a passage 
for the unarmed part of the popula- 
tion. They were fartlier directed to 
make a signal of their approach by 
firing their musketry on the heights 
of Mount Aracynthus. The letter 
containing these instructions was, by 
the treachery of a Bulgarian Greek, 
delivered into the hands of the ene- 
my's general. 


On the 22d, a census of the popw*t 
lation was taken, when it was found 
there were 5000 soldiers, including 
the wounded who were able to marchi 
1000 workmen, who were not in a 
condition to fight, and 5000 burghers, 
women, and children. The young 
women insisted on accompanying the 
men in the sortie, and dressed and 
armed themselves as men, A num- 
ber of positions within the walls of 
the town were speedily fortified ; the 
mines were loaded ; and those who 
were to remain declared their deter- 
mination to defend themselves to the 
last extremity. 

About six o’clock, the signal was 
heard of a salvo of musketry on Mount 
Aracynthus. The besieged at once 
assembled to complete their prepara- 
tions. They collected planks upon 
which they might descend the ram- 
parts, and disposed their cannons so 
that they might be thrown at once 
into the ditches. TJie powder was re- 
moved into the houses, within which 
those who were to be left behind were 
to entrench themselves. It was so ar- 
ranged that a chosen troop should re- 
main on the ramparts to alarm the 
enemy by a tire of musketry, and of a 
few pieces of artillery, while the ad- 
vanced guard of those making the 
sortie approached the enemy’s camp. 

At the hour fixed, eight (/clock m 
the evening, the first column, compo- 
sed of the best soldiers, chiefly Su- 
liots, marched out of the city on the 
east side, between two batteries erect- 
ed by Ibrahim ; while the second, 
formed of Missolonghiots, their wivea 
and children, were prepared to sally, 
out by a bridge much nearer to the 
sea, and less exposed to tlie enemy’s 
fire. 

The noise caused by lowering the 
flying bridges, and the cries of women 
and children, intimated to idle enemy 
that the sortie, of which l1|eir gene* 
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rftl aipptised^ had cofhmenced. A 
hn^dden shower of balk and bullets 
was poured upon the hrst column 
from the two batteries, and the whole 
Mrie of the eOemy, but with little ef- 
fect; for the Greek soldiers threw 
themselves on the ground, expecting 
ati attack to be made on the enemy's 
oitnp from the rear by Karaiskaki, 
and to be joined by the second co- 
lumn ; but at length, seeing no ap- 
pearance of the former, and being 
pressed by the latter, they raised the 
cry of ” Forward ! Death to the bar- 
barians!** and advanced, sword in 
hand, against the entrenchments of 
the Egyptians. 

The second column appeared to 
have no alternative but to follow the 
route of the preceding one ; but be- 
ing smartly attacked by the enemy, 
anti struck by the cries winch re- 
sounded through the city, they were 
driven ])ack upon the place, which 
was entered by the Turks and Egyp- 
tians along with them. Here a dread- 
ful conflict comnicncod. Street after 
street, and house after liousc, were 
defended with all the rage of despair. 
They who fell into the hands of the 
Mussulmans were massacred without 
respect to age or sex. A number of 
females ran with their children to the 
wells in the neighbourhood, into 
which they threw both children and 
themselves. When the wells were 
full, many precipitated themselves 
into the sea ; and a still greater num- 
ber found death by rushing upon the 
Egyptian bayonets, or into the dames. 
About 1200 who could find death in 
no shape, fell into the hands of the 
enemy. A considerable body of wound- 
ed and sick soldiers, citizens, and wo- 
men, had entrenched themselves with- 
in tlie powder magazine and the bas- 
tion of Botzaris, both of which were 
mined. The enemy rushed to the as- 
sault of the bastion ; and about 2000 
having found their way into it, an ex- 


plosion took place, which tore the 
building from its foundation, and bu«* 
ried both conquerors and conquered 
under its ruins. 

In the meantime, the first column 
bad passed the two forts of Ibrahim, 
and crossed the entrenchments of the 
Egyptians, who were stupified by their 
romantic courage. It was to no pur- 
pose that they crossed their bayonets. 
The Greeks overcame every difficulty, 
and reached the countr}^ about half 
a league distant from Missolonghi. 
Here they were overtaken by a body 
of Egyptian cavalry, including Ma- 
melukes, by whom the greater part 
were put to the sword. The rest pur- 
sued their route, and having been 
joined at the monastery of St Simeon 
by a band of the heroes of Clissova, at 
length gained Mount Aracynthus. 
There new dangers awaited them. 
The defiles were occupied by Alba- 
nians, whom Ibrahim l^icha had sta- 
tioned there to intercept their retreat. 
The fire of these Albanians carried 
death into the ranks of the unfortu- 
nate fugitives, whose desperate impe- 
tuosity might have been unavailing, 
but for the timely arrival of a corps of 
300 Greeks, commanded by Evange- 
lis Contaghianni, upon the appearance 
of whom the Albanians took to ffight. 

Arrived at the heights of Mount 
Aracynthus, the heroic column count- 
ed its loss, which amounted to 500* 
including Generals Stournaris and 
Sadimas, Papa-diaMautopolis, a mem- 
ber of the government, and other dis- 
tinguished patriots. Oppressed with 
wounds, disease, and want, the 8ur« 
vivors directed their course towards 
Salona, which they at length reached, 
with Nothis Botzaris, and Kitzas Tza- 
vellos at their head. Many and pain- 
ful were the deaths among them 
which occurred upon the road. 

After the taking of Missolonghi, 
the troops of Ibrahim, as they sur- 
veyed the smoking ruins, and the 
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(lead I^ft4jcs pf Uieir comrades^ black- vessels with a London enginoCT, whoie 
eiie^ witli fire and smoke, bore on incapacity was next to notoriooa, aw 
tbw countenances the expression of who, besides, had a son in the 
defeat rather than of triumph. On of the Paclia of Egypt. The vessela 
th^e 22d salonc, Ibrahim lost from might have been completed and fitted 
SOW to 4000 of his best soldiers. He out within a few months; and it w 
compensated himself, in some de- now well known, that, at different 
selling from 3000 to 4000 of ports. Lord Cwhrane had at his beck 
lu‘s female and infant captives into a number of picked seamen, both Bri- 
slavery, from which a considerable tisli and Americans, more than suffi- 
portion of them were afterwards re- cient to have manned them. But the 
deemed at the expense of the Phil- above triumvirate, instead of taking 
hellcnic Committees j and made the the engineer bound to complete the 
fame of his conquest known at Con- work within a given time, made the 
stantinople, by sending thither sacks bargain with him as to time sltoge- 
full of tlie heads and ears of butcher- ther indefinite. Repeatedly they were 
ed Greeks. implored by the Greek deputies to 

The news of the downfall of Mis- urge the completion of the work, as 
solonghi produced, not only through- the only means of saving Missolonghi 
out Greece, but throughout all Chris- and Greece ; but they withstood every 
tendom, the most profound and pain- importunity with the most provoking 
ful sensation ; and men’s attention indifference. The consequence was, 
was strongly directed to the question, that at the end of 1826 only two of 
How bad the proceeds of the last tliese vessels were built, and lying in 
loan negotiated in England for the the Thames, and even these were to- 
cupport of the Greeks been appro- tally unfit for the service to wliich 
priated ? That loan had inspired the they were destined, 
most sanguine hopes in the friends In addition to the above five ves- 
of the Greek cause; and it seemed gels, the Greek Committee corn- 
certain, that had its proceeds been missioned the French cavalry-gene- 
economically managed, and honestly ral Lallemand, (who was to be paid 
and judiciously applied, the disasters for his trouble the enormous sum of 
which had befallen that cause might L. 12,000,) inconjunction with aGreek 
easily have been averted. agent (salaried at L.4000), to get two 

ISo far back as August 1825, Lord frigates constructed in America. The 
Cochrane, whose great qualifications circumstance of intrusting such a 
for tlie office no one can doubt, en- transaction to a man like Lailemandy 
gaged to take upon himself the com- entirely ignorant of nautical affairs, 
mand of the Greek fleet. Three of is quite unaccountable, unless we are 
the London Greek committee. Sir to suppose, that the committee coi^ 
Francis Burdett, and Messrs Hob- ceived that his known liberal princi- 
house and Ellice, in concert with the pies best entitled him to the job ; but 
Greek deputies, undertook to furnish that they should have bestowed the 
his lordship with five steam- vessels, enormous salaries of L. 12,000 and 
upon a plan furnished by himself, to L.4000uponhim and the Greek agent, 
defraying the expense of which a part to be paid out of the funds of a mi* 
of the loan of 1825 was specially serably poor nation, struggling under 
appropriated. Sir Francis Burdett, every financial difficulty, at the very 
and Messrs Hobhouse and Ellice, con- time that they were invoking the peo- 
Iracted for the constructioji of’ these pie of this country, down to the hum- 
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mechanic, to contribute to the 
icfppoft of its cause, must excite the 
si>eck} wonder of every thinking per- 
son. 

Ah applicaticm wad made to two 
houses in New York, by Lallemand 
and the Greek agent, for the build- 
ing of the frigates, and they agreed 
to finish both in six months, for 
247,500 dollars each. In the space, 
however, of five months, the con- 
tractors had drawn for and received 
more, by 200,000 dollars, than the 
agreed on cost of both* The build- 
ing of the frigates was not announced 
as near its completion, till eleven, in- 
stead of six months from its com- 
mencement, and then the demand 
made for each was raised to 550,000 
dollars each; and the Greek agent 
was informed, that until the demand 
was complied with, the vessels should 
not be permitted to sail. At length 
the claims of the contractors were 
submitted to arbitration. The con- 
tractors maintained they were enti- 
tled to heavy commission for the risk 
they ran, on account of the two ves- 
sels having, under the United States* 
laws, been at all times subject to &eU 
zure and confiscation, although, at 
the time of entering into the contract. 


they had assured the other party ttot 
the transaction was strictly legal, 
that there was no risk whatever in 
completing it. The arbiters seem to 
have been as honest as the contract- 
ors. They awarded them 86|S81 dol- 
lars for commission, and allowed them 
all their other charges. The conse- 
quence was, that while the contract- 
ors exercised their right of hypothec 
over the one frigate, only the other 
could be got out to sea ; and this 
partly by providing security in Ame- 
rica for implementing the award of 
the arbiters. 

Several meetings of the Greek 
scrip-holders were held .at London 
on 22d September, and subsequently, 
when exposures were made of vari- 
ous transactions, which reflect the 
deepest disgrace upon those implica*. 
ted in them.* Over these we shall, 
in charity, draw a veil. Suffice it to 
say, that not a small portion of the 
loan of 1825, which was raised for 
the special purpose of relieving the 
immediate necessities of Greece, was 
applied to paying the interest upon, 
and extinguishing the principal of, 
former Greek loans, by which the 
Greek cause was grossly defrauded, 
and none but a few Philhellenists in 


• The following is a statement by the Greek Committee, of the application of the loan of 
1825 for two millions, the actual produce of which was stated at only L. 1,110,000. The 
vagueness of the statement conceals the improper transactions we have alluded to : 


8um8 remitted to the Greek government L.210,114 19 0 

Paid for ammunition . 16,500 0 0 

Paid for cannon purchased in England 25,000, 0 0 

Consigned for six steam-vessels 100,000 0 0 

Consigned for two frigates ordered in America 130,000 0 0 

paid for purchase of arms and clothing for regular troops . . . 15,330 0 0 

Paid for p urchasing strip of the first and second loans, amounting to L. 500,000, 228, 700 0 0 

Paid for the interest of these two loans 200,000 0 0 

Paid for the redemption of these loans 20,000 0 0 

Commission to Messrs Ricardo, the contractors for the loan . . . 61,000 0 OH t 

Hmmmag in Uje hands of the Greek deputies ..... 18,365 0 0 


L.1,110,000 0 0 

N. B. The Greek deputies refused to account for Uic application of the above balance ! 
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thip concerned in these ioans^ 

were the proiitefs* It was evident to 
all, that the cause had been culpably 
neglected by 8oine» and swindled by 
others, who had been most clamorous 
on behalf of it. It was asked, what 
hod the despotic government of Aus- 
tria, with all its enmity towards the 
Greeks, done, or could it have done in 
the way of injury towards their cause, 
compared with that which had been 
indicted upon it by certain liberty- 
preaching Englishmen ? It is a curi- 
ous circumstance, that while every- 
thing undertaken in this country on 
account of the Greeks was somehow 
baffled and defeated, various orders 
given here by the Egyptian pacha, for 
arms and ammunition, were executed 
with the utmost punctuality. As to 
the Greek govei-nment, it cannot es- 
cape reproaches. With even the sum 
of L.216,114 remitted to it, it might 
have made efforts, which it failed to 
do, for the relief of Missolonghi. 

The third Assembly of the Greek 
Representatives took place at Epi- 
daurus, on 18th April, when Panuz- 
zos Notaras was elected President. 
We mean not to notice at any length,, 
the proceedings of a body which 
wanted powx»r, and, aljove all, the con- 
fidence of tliose it affected to repre- 
sent. It is, however, a circumstance 
deserving of notice, that, in the in- 
structions given to most of the depu- 
ties, their constituents signified their 
wishes to have a king, instead of an 
oligarchy, such as had guided their 
affairs hitherto. 

After a very animated discussion, 
the Assembly came to a resolution, to 
invoke the mediation of Great Bri- 
tain with the Porte, on behalf of the 
Greek people. Thg terms upon which 
the Assembly expressed to Commo- 
dore Hamilton its willingness to treat 
with the Turks, were, that no Turk 
should inherit or possess property 
within the Creek territory ; that the 


whole fortresses should be deliversldf 
up to the Greeks } that the sultaw 
should have nothing to do with ito 
internal administration of the 
try ; that the Greeks should be em- 
powered to maintain an army and 
navy, for the protection of their coun-f 
try and their commerce ; that the 
rights so claimed should be extended 
to the whole continental provinces 
and the islands which had been in<* 
corporated under the Greek govem-» 
ment; that the Greeks should iiave 
their national flag, and the preroga- 
tive of coining money ; and that a 
fixed tribute sliould be paid to the 
Porte, either annually, or once for 
all. A commission was appointed, 
with powxr to correspond with the 
British ambassador, in order to pro- 
cure the mediation of his government 
upon the above terms ; and, in the 
event of the Porte refusing the terms, 
to demand for Cireece the supjx>rt 
and protection of all the powers of 
luirope. 

On 28th April the Assembly sepa- 
rated, al’ter having named two Com- 
missions, the one vested with the ex- 
ecutive, tlie other with the legislative, 
powers of the state ; which Commis- 
sions were installed at Napoli the day 
following. 

Notwithstanding the rigorous mea- 
sures adopted by tlie British, French, 
and Austrian admirals in the Medi- 
terranean, which were heartily second^ 
ed by Admiral Miaoulis, piracy con.* 
tinued to be carried on by Greek 
mystics to a very great extent; to 
repress which, the Provisional Go- 
vernment issued a severe decree on 
8th June. 

The plan of the campaign, on the 
part of the 'enemy, appears to have 
been, that, upon the capture of Mis&o«> 
longhi, Ibrahim should collect his 
whole troops, and, after securing his 
communication with the harbours of 
Modon, Coron, and Navarin^ coin«» 
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Iplete tl36 conquest of the Morea, 
port the operations of Hedschid Pa*^ 
ehO upon Attica, and conclude by re- 
ducing Napoli* 

While Hedschid Pacha advanced 
fiom Miasolongbi against Attica, with 
a dsrision of 8000 men, a body of re- 
troops, under Mehmed Deli- 
baasy, proceeded to Calavrita, rava- 
ging the whole country in its route. 
Another, with Ibrahim himself at its 
head, after threatening Napoli, direct- 
ed its course towards Modon, where 
it was joined by 3000 fresh troops 
from Egypt. With an army, amount- 
ing to from 7000 to 8000 men, he 
next advanced against Maina, the an- 
cient Sparta, and attacked a body of 
Mainotes, who were strongly posted 
at Verga. They defended themselves 
so well, that Ibrahim was compelled 
to retreat with a loss of about 500 men. 
At the same time, a body of 15,000 
Arabs were landed from the fleet at 
Dyro, also in Maina ; and, after burn- 
ing a number of villages, were encoun- 
tered by a Greek force under Con- 
stantine Mavromiclialis, who drove 
them back to the coast, where they 
took up a strong position under the 
protection of their ships ; but being 
besieged and spiritedly attacked both 
by the Greek soldiers and the inha- 
bitants of the country, they were glad 
to embark, afler a few hours* fighting, 
with considerable loss. A second at- 
tempt, made a few days afterwards 
by Ibrahim upon the Mainote en- 
trenchments at Verga, was completely 
defeated ; and Ibrahim retired to Ca- 
lamata, from which he sent out de- 
tachments to ravage the surrounding 
country. 

In the month of July, Hedschid 
Pacha arrived beneath the walls of 
Athens ; and at his approach, the wo- 
men, children, and artizans, as on for- 
mer occasioQg, deserted it. The gar- 
rison, amounting to abput 1500, was 
too feeble to demnd the walla against 


the assaults of the enemy, who brbkn 
through them on 15th August, and 
advancing from street to street, at 
length planted his batteries against 
the Acropolis, into whidhthegorrisoa 
had retir^. 

In the meantime, a body of troops, 
consisting of about SOOO irregulars, 
under Karaiskaki, and 600 regulars 
under Fabvier, which had been dis* 
patched by the Provisional Govern- 
ment to the relief of Athens, landed at 
the Piraeus. Fabvier prpposed to at- 
tack the Turks at once and upon the 
plain, while they were dispersed and 
ignorant of the Greeks having landed; 
but the Greek general, perhaps with 
more judgment, hesitated to risk the 
fate of the expedition in a pitched bat- 
tle. On the morning of the 17th, the 
Homeliots advanced to the heights 
winch separate the plain of Eleusis 
from that of Athens, when again Fab- 
vier vainly urged Karaiskaki to attack 
the Turks, who were now apprised of 
their approach. On the 18th, at day- 
break, Hedschid Pacha directed an at- 
tack to be made upon the Greek po- 
sitions at Thaidari by 1000 infantry 
and cavalry. The fire of these troops 
caused much loss to the Greeks, who 
advanced against the enemy with ra- 
pidity and firmness. The combat 
lasted upwards of five hours ; but at 
length the enemy retreated, leaving 
behind the whole of his artillery, and 
a number of killed and wounded. 

Notwithstanding this advantage, 
the Greeks were in no condition to 
attack the Turks in their entrench- 
ments, and returned to their positions. 
On the 20th, Hedschid Pacha having 
been reinforced by Omer Pacha, at- 
tacked the Greeks with the whole of 
his forces. The Greek regulars in 
vain attempted to sustain the charge, 
and take up a new position ; they lost 
four pieces of English emnon^ ikrea 
of which burst at the Jirsl discharge ; 
and, in attempting to regain the Py- 
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;^eeus, sustainisd a heavy loss in kill- 
edfed prisoners. The irregulars seem- 
ed bereft of all courage, and made a 
disorderly retreat to the plain of Eleu- 
liis, while the Turks returned to their 
entrenchments, against which Gouras, 
who commanded in the AcropoliS) by 
sorne unaccountable neglect, had made 
not the slightest demonstration during 
the engagement. 

The French Rear-Admiral de Rig- 
ny, whose frigate was anchored at Sa- 
famine, and the Count d’ Harcourt, 
the deputy of the Philhellenic commit- 
tee at Parts, had come upon land to 
witness the engagement ; and, on ob- 
serving its issue, the former sent boats 
to Eleiisis, to conduct the wounded 
Greeks on board his ship, where they 
were attended by French surgeons. 
He also visited the Seraskier in his 
camp, and prevailed with him to set at 
liberty such of the wounded Greeks as 
had fallen into his hands. On the 
22d, the Seraskier, with Omer Pa(!ha, 
visited Admiral dc Rigny on board his 
frigate, where they had the singular 
fortune to meet their two adversaries 
Karaiskaki and Fabvier, with whom 
they exchanged such civilities as might 
have been exj>ected from men of the 
^rorld. 

After the battle of the 20tli, and 
down to the end of the year, the gar- 
rison of the Acropolis made repeated 
and vigorous sorties, which produced 
no results. 

On the 27 th July, the fleet of the 
Cap! tan Pacha, >vith troops on board, 
presented itself before Samos, which it 
meant to attack ; but the (treek fleet, 
consisting of 30 vessels, and command- 
ed by Sachtouri, arrived in time to 
defeat the design. While the inhabi- 
tants of the island were betaking them- 
uelvcsto the mountains, Sachtouri took 
up a position on the coast. After se- 
veral ineffect’iial attempts to break tlic 
Greek line, the Capitau Pacha, on 1st 
August, directed a general attack to 


be made upon it by his whole fleet, 
which consisted of two ships of the 
seven frigates, andflfteen other vessels. 
After a 6])irited action, the Turks wei^ 
completely repulsed. On the side of 
the Greeks, the brave Fanaris receiveft 
a severe wound, which was dressed by 
a French surgeon. On the 11th Sep- 
tember, the Capital! Pacha made a new 
attempt on Samos, wliich led to an en- 
gagement betwet^n the two fleets of 
thirty-four hours' duration, and had 
the same result as the former. ^J'be 
Capital! Pai'ha, liaving approached the 
isle, in order to embark his troops, 
was aitackeil by Sachtouri, when the 
action became general. Often was 
it suspended, and as often renewed 
with equal mirage on both sides. At 
length, the Turkish Admiral retired 
to the coast of Asia without being pur^ 
sued, and soon afterwards returned to 
the Dardanelles. 

Ibrahim Pacha, with his numerous 
army, continued to overrun and lay 
waste the open country; and though 
be received some new checks in Maina, 
which were greatly magnified in the 
Greek journals, he might justly be 
considered undisputed master of the 
whole open country. A new expedi- 
tion was ]>]aniied by the CJ reeks fl>r 
raising the siege of Athens. It as ar- 
ranged that while Karaiskaki should 
land at the Pyrfeus, FabvieV should 
march upon Thelies, which was the 
point of communication IjctwtH^n the 
Seraskier and his troops in Jvivadia. 
In the meantime, Karatasso invadcil 
the isle of Euboea, which had been 
drained of troops, and carried away a 
great booty in cattle, which, fortunate- 
ly, w^as conveyed into the Acropolis. 
Ibrahim, apprised of the danger w hich 
the Seraskier would incur by the 
concentration of the Greek forc'cs, has- 
tened from Maina to Tripolitxa, 
with the intention of intercepting the 
troops which were marching across the 
Isthmus to join Karaiskaki. After 
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having a skirmish^ on 28th October^ 
witJi the troops of Colocotroni and 
Mikitas^ within a few leiigues of Na- 
poli, he returned to Tripolitza and 
then proceeded to Modon, wlierc the 
Egyptian fleet had arrived with stores 
of ammunition and provisions. 

At this tinie, there arrived in the 
port of Napoli a steani-vesseh tlie 
Perseverance, carrying from eight to 
twelve guns, fitted out at London, and 
also the frigate built in America, the 
Hellas, both destined for the Greek 
service ; as also, corisiderable supplies 
of stores from Paris and Geneva. These 
arrivals, accoinf)anied by the assurance 
that Lord Cochrane would speedily 
follow to take the command of the fleet, 
tended much to support the courage 
both of government and the people. 

Redscliid Pacha, towards the close 
of the year, found himself in a state of 
difficulty and embarrassment from the 
want of provisions, and other causes. 
General Coletti had made an incursion 
u)M)n the side of Talenti, and several 
tribes of Mount Olympus had risen in 
arms. Against these the Seraskier dis- 
pat(*hed a force of 2000 men under the 
command of his Kiaia Bey, Mosuta 
Be}''. Arrived near to Arachova on 
30th November, they found 500 Greeks 
posted in a strong position, from which 
they were driven, after a stout defence, 
ami the position was taken possession 
of by the enemy. Karaiskaki, how- 


ever, soon arrived with bis troops, atul 
drove the Turks from the place to ano-» 
ther position, wliere they were speedily 
surrounded by their pursuers. The 
Turks made several charges, all of 
which were repulsed ; and, at length, 
they demanded leave to return to their 
camp upon giving hostages. The 
Greeks offered them their lives, upon 
condition that they laid down their 
arms and all that was valuable alw>ut 
them, and that they retired to Saloiia 
and Livadia, leaving Mousta Bey as a 
hostage behind them- At last, the 
Turks, after having been ei^ht days 
without bread and water, resolved to 
cnit a passage for themselves through 
the ranks which encircled them ; and, 
on 18tb December, after sun-set, they 
ruslied from their entrenchments upon 
those of the Greeks, who received them 
with the greatest intrepidity. The 
conflict was most sanguinary. Finally, 
the enemy succeeded in escaping from 
the place, but with the loss of 1300 
men, the Kiaia Bey, and his principal 
officers, besides two standards, and the 
whole of their baggage. The Greeks es^. 
timated their loss so inconceivably low as 
eight men. No event of iinj)ortance oc- 
curred after this exploit of the Greeks ; 
but it remains to be mentioned, tlufct 
certain combined movements, made by 
Karaiskaki, Karatasso, and Coletti, t^) 
raise the siege of Athens, w'cre unat- 
tended with any result. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Vniicd States of America— Mexico—States qf South America. 


The session of the congress of the 
United States for 1826 was opened 
on 6th December, of the previous 
year. In the President’s message on 
the occasion, it was remarked, al- 
luding to the recent renewal of di- 
plomatic missions between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States, that as- 
surances had been given and recei- 
ved of the continuance and increase 
of the mutual xonfidence and cor- 
diality by which the adjustment of 
many points of difference had been 
already effected, and which afforded 
the surest pledge for the ultimate 
satisfactory adjustment of those which 
still remained open, or might arise. 
It was observed, that the proposal 
made by the act of Congress 3d 
March, 1816, to all the maritime na- 
tions, to lay aside the system of reta- 
liating restrictions and exclusions, 
and to place the shipping of both 
partied to the common trade on a 
footing of equality, in respect to du- 
ties, had been partially and successive- 

S ' adopted by Great Britain, 8we- 
the Netherlands, the Hanseatic 
towns, Prussia, Sardinia, Oldenburgh, 
Russia, and lastly France. It also 
referred to a mass of claims of in- 
demnity which citizens of the States 
had upon France, for property taken 
or destroyed under circumstances 


of the most aggravated and outra- 
geous character,” and the hesitation 
of the French government to reply to 
the representations made by the Ame- 
rican minister on the subject- It fur- 
ther alluded to similar claimsiipon the 
Netherlands, Naples, and Denmark. 
The message then proceeded to no- 
tice the relations of the United States 
with the new American republics; 
and went into a lengthened detail of 
domestic affairs, suggesting various 
improvements in their social institu- 
tions. It farther stated, that a treaty 
of navigation and commerce had been 
concluded with Colombia ; and that 
the United States had been invited 
to send representatives to the Con- 
gress about to be assembled at Pa- 
nama, and accepted the invitation. 

On l7th March, the President 
sent a message to tlie House of Re- 
presentatives, requiring a provision 
to be made for the expense of a mis- 
sion, on the part of the United States, 
to the Congress of Panama* It was 
of extreme length, and not very in- 
teresting. It laid down some prin- 
ciples which might admit of being 
questioned. For example, in reply 
to one objection made to the mission, 
that it might give offence to the 
Holy Alliance,* the President obser- 
ved, that since the United States had 
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never interfered in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, the powers of Europe could not 
be permitted to meddle with those 
of America. This reasoning appears 
to us anything but logical. The ab- 
stinence of the United States from 
foreign politics may have been owing 
to their having no interest in them, 
direct or indirect, or from a sense 
that they could not interfere with ef- 
fect, excepting to injure themselves ; 
but such abstinence, arising wholly 
from selfishness, could never be re- 
garded as creating a new rule in the 
law of nations which other govern- 
ments were bound to observe. The at- 
tempts to assign geographical bound- 
aries to the right of interference was 
whimsical and absurb. Abstractedly, 
the affairs of South America were 
as foreign to the United States as to 
any of the nations of Europe. The 
comparative remoteness of the latter 
could be of no consequence, since be- 
tween nations ever so remote most 
important relations may be formed 
and established. It is diplomacy and 
commerce, not propinquity of situa- 
tion, that create the most interesting 
ties between nations, and it is out of 
these that the right of interference 
most naturally springs. 

The message underwent much dis- 
cussion, both in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. The pro- 
posed mission was resisted by many 
of the members from the southern 
states, who disliked any close connex- 
ion being formed with the new repub- 
lics, on account of their having abolish- 
ed slavery within their respective ter- 
ritories; but at length, it was fully 
sanctioned by considerable majorities. 

In both the legislative bodies a strong 
opposition was formed of the parti- 
zans of General Jackson, and Mr 
Crawford, two of the unsuccessful 
candidates for the presidency at the 
last^ election ; and neafrly the whole 
session yras consumed in the most 
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violent reproaches and recriminations 
between them and the supporters of 
administration. The accusation of 
bribery, in particular, was bandied 
about from one to another in a way 
truly edifying to all who suppose 
that corruption is peculiar to mo- 
narchial governments. Owing to the 
dissensions which prevailed, the pub- 
lic business was, in a great measure, 
impeded, or rather neglected; and 
the only act of any importance that 
distinguished the session was one 
authorizing the survey of a line for a 
canal across the isthmus of Florida, 
for connecting the Atlantic and the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

On 28th April the President, with 
consent of the Senate, concluded a 
treaty with the Creek Indians, by 
which the latter ceded to the United 
States their whole territory in Geor^ 
gia, in consideration of* which the 
States engaged to pay them immedi- 
ately 217J>00 dollars, and a perpetual 
annuity of 20,000 dollars ; to allot to 
the partisans of the Creek Chief M - 
Intosh, a district of country west of 
the Mississippi, to be at the expense 
of transporting them thither, and sup- 
ply them with provisions for twelve 
months after their arrival; and be- 
sides, to pay to them a sum, accord- 
ing to their number, in the proportion 
of 100,000 dollars to 300,000 per-^ 
sons. The senators and members of 
the House of Representatives from 
Georgia, entered their protest against 
the above treaty. 

This year the United States sus- 
tained a melancholy loss in the deaths 
of two of their ex-presidents and- 
founders of their republic—Johni 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson; and 
it is not a little singular, that both 
died on the same day, and about the 
same hour. 

From official statements, it appear- 
ed, that the United States had made: 
very considerable progress in manu- 
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Attldrau Their yearly importation 
of wool bad increased to nearly ole* 
ven witlHons of dollars in value ; the 
oapitat engaged in manufactures of all 
kinds exceeded forty millions, which 
gave employment to 600,000 indi- 
viduals, and produced goods amount- 
ing to about thirty millions in value, 
per annum. 

The receipts of the national treasury 
for 1825, amounted to 28,787,455 dol- 
lars, 15 cents, and the expenditure to 
23,585, 804<l. 72c., the excess of the 
former over the latter being thus 
5,201,650d. 43c. The expenditure 
consisted of 2,748,544d. 89c., for the 
civil list; 5,692,831 d. 19c., for the 
military service ; 3,049,083d. 86c. for 
the navy ; and 12,095,344d. 78c. for 
the interest and redemption of the 
national debt. The treasury receipts 
for the three first quarters of 1826, 
amounted to 19,585,983d. 50c., and 
the expenditure to 18,71 4, 226d. 66c. 
The receipts for the whole of that 
year were estimated by the secretary 
of the treasury at 25,885,932d. 52c. 
and including the surplus of 1825, at 
91,087,582d. 93c., and the expendi- 
ture at 24,662,043d. 96c. The amount 
of the national debt on 1 st October, 
1826, was 75,923, 131d. 47c- 

The Congress of Panama, which 
had been so impatiently expected, 
opened its sittings on 22d June. Had 
the stability and power of the new 
states which it represented been at all 
commensurate with the extent of their 
territories, or had their governments 
atid people possessed a dignity of mo- 
ral character, corresponding in any 
degree with the nominal freedom of 
their institutions, this Congress would 
have been the most august and impo- 
sing that ever assembled. As it was, 
it too faithfully reflected that indeci- 
aioit of purpose, and that vague and 
iaapevfect knowledge, combined with 
a much larger proportion of surviving 
16 


ignorance and prejudice, which 4m 
the characteristics of their €oni^^» 
ents. The Congress consisted of^de- 
puties from only four of the hfW 
states, Mexico, Guatimala, Peru, an4 
Colombia, and was atterkled by 4 
commissioner for. Great Britain^ Mr 
Dawkins, and two commissioner* for 
the United States. The openir^ 
speech of its President, Don Manual 
Vidaurre, deputy for Peru, and a 
great lawyer, treated, de omnibus w- 
bus ct qiiibusdarn aim, excepting such 
things as were any way pertinent to 
the objects for which the Congress 
was convened. It became the sub- 
ject of universal ridicule, and threw 
an air of burlesque over the whole 
proceedings of the Congress. The 
effects of the climate produced a spee- 
dy dispersion of tliis body. Mr An- 
derson, one of the commissioners for 
the United States, and two secreta- 
ries of the Britisli plenipotentiary fell 
victims to it. The Congress speedily 
closed its sittings, after having, on 
15th July, signed a treaty of union 
and perpetual confederation, between 
the powers represented at it, to which 
the other American powers were in- 
vited to accede ; and a convention, 
which fixed the contingent to which 
each state was liable for the common 
defence. It was resolved, that the 
Congress should resume its sittings at 
Tacubaya, in the neighbourhood of 
the city of Mexico, but no time for 
its doing so was determined on ; from 
which we infer, that its membm w^e 
sufficiently tired of each other. 

On 2d January, the Mexican Con- 
gress opened its sittings. From a re- 
port of the minister of finance, it ap- 
peared that t]>e coinage in tbe^na- 
tional; mints had, in the first eight 
months of 1825, risen to 7,889,044 
dollars, and was upon the increase ; 
that the whole receipts for the trea^ 
siiry of 1 825, amounted to 17,656,942, 
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and its expenditure, comprehending 
tile interest of foreign loans, to 
16,666,463 dollars- 

A committee of the senate report- 
ed, that the Mexican nation ought to 
resist the extravagant pretensions of 
the court of Rome ; and that while it 
acknowledged the* Catholic religion 
to be that of the state, the Congress 
should have the nomination to all va- 
cant bishoprics, but pay to the Holy 
Sec, for this assumption of the right 
of patronage, a yearly voluntary ob- 
lation of 100,000 pesos. This pro- 
posal was afterwards adopted as a 
law, with considerable modifications. 

The session of Congress closed on 
the 23d May, after it had passed four 
resolutions ; the^/?rA/, that the repub- 
lic would listen to no proposition to 
be made by Spain, or by any other 
}X)wer, which had not for its basis a 
recognition of the republic’s complete 
independence ; second, that it would 
never accede to any demand-made by 
Spain, or any otlier power on its be- 
half, for indemnity or tribute, as a 
compensation for tlie loss by Spain of 
its former supremacy ; third, that any 
Mexican who should, by writing, or 
viva vov.e, publicly or privately, with- 
in the Mexican territory, or out of it, 
make any proposal repugnant to tlie 
first of these resolutions, should be 
held guilty of high treason, and pu- 
nished with death ; fourth, that any 
Mexican who should, in like manner, 
propose anything in opposition to the 
second resolution, should be punisii- 
ed with imprisonment for eight years. 

In a message addressed to the Co- 
)c>mbian Congress, upon the 2d of 
January, a vague allusion was made 
to a project which had been enter- 
tahred by the government, in concert 
ivith that of Mexico, for the invasion 
of Cuba, but which certain circum- 
stances had induced tliem to aban- 
don. 

VOL. XfX. PART I. 


A variety of reports were soon af- 
terwards submitted to Congress^ ^by 
the dilterent ininisterg of state* Tfie 
one by tiie minister of the Interior, in 
noticing the progress of cultivatiorr, 
stated, that two societies for tlie encou- 
ragement of colonisation from Eu- 
rope, having a capital of six millions 
and a half of piastres, had lately re- 
ceived a grant of^ and exposed to sale, 
600,000 fanegas of land ; and the 
minister demanded that another mil- 
lion should be added to the three 
millions which government was al- 
ready authorized by law to dispose of 
to European emigrants. He also sug- 
gested the propriety of having all the 
great roads repaired ; the encourage- 
ment of tire manufactures of woollens 
and cottons, which had gone into de- 
ea}' ; the introduction of machinery 
and steam-vessels ; the extension of 
the Lancasterian system of education; 
the suppression of all convents which 
had not more than eight priests ; a 
reform of the law regarding religious 
bequests ; and a prohibition against 
cither man or woman taking religious 
vows before the age of twenty years. 
Most of these suggestions were adopt- 
ed as laws by the Congress. 

The report of the finance minister 
was melancholy in tlic extreme. It 
appeared from it that the army alone 
more than devoured the whole reve- 
nue of the country. "J'lie total expen- 
diture for 1826 w'as estimated at 
15,487,719 dollars ; and the whole 
receipts that could be calculated up- 
on amounted to only 6,196,725 dol- 
lars ! 

On the 14 th of May, the constitu- 
tional term for the election of a pre- 
sident and a vice-president having ar- 
rived, Bolivar was re-elected to the 
former office by .583 votes out of 608, 
and Santander was unanimously re- 
elected to the latter office* Both liad 
expressed anxiety to be allowed to 
retire into private life, but events 

Y 
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occurred which gave a disastrous turn 
to tlie political position and aifairs of 
the republic, and rendered their ex- 
perience and the authority of their 
names indispensable to its salvation. 

. General Faez, military commander 
of Venezuela^ had executed with ex- 
traordinary rigour in that province, 
where it was very unpopular, the mi- 
litia law of 31st August, 1824; and 
it was particularly objected to him, 
that of his ow n uuthoritj'^, and not in 
concert with the civil power, he had 
employed the soldiery to arrest such in- 
dividualsasweresubjecttothelawjbut 
had failed, after three repeated sum- 
monses, to enrol themselves ; and tliat 
in discharging such duty, the soldiers 
indulged in gratuitous cruelties, at the 
expense of the reluctant conscripts. 
This conduct of Paoz was denounced 
to the Congress by the intendant ge- 
neral, Escalona, and municipality of 
Caraccas ; and, notwithstanding the 
weighty influence possessed by I^aez 
in tlie army, on account of his ex- 
ploits, his great wealth, and, above 
all, his connexion w'ith the Mulattoes, 
the House of Representatives, on f>tli 
March, had the courage, by a great 
majority, to decree liis impeachment. 
On the 30th, the Senate admitted 
the irnpeacinnent, suspended the ge- 
neral from his functions, and directed 
him to be replaced by General Es- 
calona. 

There were two parties in the re- 
public, one who desired the entire 
rights of sovereignty to be vtvted in 
the central government; another who 
conceived that a iederal system, such 
as that which obtained in the United 
States and in Mexico, was llie only 
one of a democratical character that 
was adapted to a republic of such 
amassing extent as that of Colombia, 
tod consisting of so many different 
firovioces. In fixing the constitution 
df 1821, the former party prevailed, 
mdy a clause was introduced into it, 


wlticli subjected it to a revision in 
1831, and to such changes as might 
then be found necessary; but expe- 
rience of the many inconveniences 
and evils resulting from the system 
which was adopted— of go veri: mg by 
delegated autiiority provinces situ- 
ate at an immense distance from the 
centre of power, had added greatly to 
the strength of the federal party, par- 
ticularly in Venezuela, With this 
party Paez thought proper to coa- 
lesce ; and, instead of repairing to 
Bogota, as he had been directed, to 
answer the articles of impeachment, 
he placed himself at the head of it. 

On 5th May, the city of Valencia 
revolted against the government ; 
and both the municipality and citi- 
zens, after having placed Escalona 
and his officers under arrest, implo- 
red Paez to resume the command of 
the troops, and bestow upon Venezue- 
la a separate adininihtration. Paez 
at first hesitated, and made many pro- 
testations of his fidelity to the consti- 
tution. In the meantime, the sedi- 
tious spirit of V alencia had cominu- 
jiieated itself even to the city of Ca- 
raccras, from which the accusations 
against the general had emanated ; 
and the citizens, having been convo- 
ked by their magistracy, resolved to 
accede to the measures juirsued by 
the f)eople of V alencia ; to dispatch 
a mission to Bolivar, then in Peru, 
imploring him to return to his native 
soil, and exert his great influence 
with the whole provinces, in order to 
have a grand national assembly con- 
voked for the immediate revision of 
the constitution ; and to nominate 
Paez civil and military chief of Ve- 
nezuela, with full authority to raise 
troops for the protection of the terri- 
tory and peace ol‘ the province, until 
the arrival of the Liberator. 

In a few d<iys the cities upon the 
coast, such as La Guayra and Porto 
Cabello, and also the plains of A pure. 
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| 2 ^nve in their adherence to the cause 
of federalism* and declared Bolivar 
dictator, and Paez his lieutenant, M'itli 
the uncontrolled power of levying 
zoldiers, taxes, and forced loans. Ge- 
neral Uermudes, who commanded at 
Cotnana, alone remained faithful to 
ills duty. 

In the meantime, the financial em- 
barrassment of the government had 
reiiched its acme. Peru had in vain 
trietl to raise a loan which might have 
er?abled it to pay the debt which it 
owed to Colombia ; the bills of ex- 
change drawn by the Colombian go- 
vernment upon the I.oiulon bankers 
had been dislionourcd ; and tliere 
were awanting the means of either 
paying the interest due upon foreign 
loans, or of upholding the army. 
Coder these circumstances, the Vice 
IVesident of new convened the Con- 
gress on 3d May; and on the 19th, 
tliat body passed a law recognising 
all the foreign loans that had been 
contracted, and assigning for the pay- 
ment of their interest, the revenue of 
tobacco, the eighth of the customs, 
and the produce of the national lands 
which liad been sold or allocated, 
and of the national mines. The other 
revenues were appropriated to pay- 
ment of the domestic debt ; and their 
excess to the extinction ol’ the fo- 
reign. Congress also made consider- 
able additions to the import duties ; 
after which it separated, and M. Fo- 
ley was dispatched to London as 
agent for the government, with some 
i’undKS but more promises, and instruct- 
ed to uphold the credit of the re- 
public in that great money-market 
of the world. 

The first news received from Bo- 
livar announced his speedy return 
from Peru, in order to reconcile the 
ilifferciices which had arisen in his 
absence. In a letter, replying to one 
addressed to him by Santander, be 
condemned the harsh* measures wliich 
had been adopted towards General 


Paez. In the whole correspondenese 
that was maintained between the Pre*» 
sident and Vice-President, there was 
an extreme dryness, and a ceremoni- 
ous tone observed, which showetl a 
total want of harmony between them. 
That Bolivar, who was at the head 
of the state, and also chief of the 
army, should, instead of supporting 
the executive, have sided with Paez, 
wliose conduct, whatever were hk 
motives, amounted to disobedience to 
the power which he was bound to 
obey, to treason against the govern- 
ment which it was his sworn duty to 
support — to that crime, in short, 
which, when committed, in a free 
state, by. an officer intrusted with a 
military command, ought never to be 
forgiven, inspired many with serious 
doubts of the liberator’s disinterested- 
ness and patriotism. That the Con- 
stitution of 1821 was chiefly his own 
work, and that he had sworn to de- 
fend it to the last drop of his blood, 
only made his proceedings the more 
enigmatical and suspicious. It was 
possible that experience had con- 
vinced him that the constitution was 
defective and faulty ; but since it had 
to be revised at all events in 1831, 
where was the necessity of anticipa* 
ting the period of revision ? It was 
shrewdly suspected that Paez would 
not have dared to resist the govern- 
ment and declare against the Con- 
stitution, but in consequence of an 
understanding with Bolivar, whose 
influence was all-powerful with both 
the army and people. It was no less 
suspected, that the constitution had 
been framed with a special view to 
Bolivar's advancement ; for at first it 
W41S only experimental, and liable to 
the most obvious objections, particu- 
larly that, were the federal plan reject- 
ed, the only government that could 
hold the vast provinces composing the 
republic together, must be j>ossessed 
of the vigour or despotism. ^ In ad- 
dition to these considerations, Bolivar 
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hA4l> in some recent proceeding's of 
bis in Peru, betrayed symptoms of 
an overbearing and arbitrary temper ; 
and it is not a little remaikable that 
the Colombian army in Peru, were 
about that time infected with the 
same suspicions of his political inte- 
grity which were entertained by their 
countrymen. 

Bolivar, on his route from Lima, 
entered Guayaquil on 22d Septem- 
ber ; on which occasion the people 
declared for the lederal system. lie 
was detained some time at Quito, in 
quelling disturbances which hud ta- 
ken place in that province. In the 
meantime, the insurrection in V^ene- 
zuela had assumed a still more seri- 
ous character. At Caraceas, on 6th 
November, an assembly of the peo- 
ple was held in the barracks, where, 
surrounded by bayonets, they decla- 
red the complete independence of the 
province, but engaged to send depu- 
ties to a general Congress of C’olom- 
bia, that Venezuela might be chaj-ged 
with its proportion of the public debt. 
Consequent upon that meeting, l*ae/ 
issued a decree, directing the ditier- 
ent colleges to proceed to the elec- 
tion of deputies, who were to compose 
the Venezuelian Legislature, which 
was to assemble on 10th January. 

General Bermudes had thought 
proper to blockade, with 400 men, 
the town of Cun)aua, which had de- 
clared for the federal system ; and on 
19lh November, an engagement com- 
menced between his troops and the 
militia of the place, wiiieh ended in his 
being obliged to retreat to Barcelona. 

• On the same day, Bolivar nmde 
Jiis entry into Bogota, under iriinn-. 
phal arches, amidst tlie acelamatiuns 
of the people, and accompanied by 
all the constituted authorities. He 
W'as congratulated by iSantaiidcr, in 
a Jong speech, upon his return, in 
reply, he imjdured the Colombian 
people to lay aside and forget all 


their past dissensions, and ossureil 
them, that liaving devoted his life 
to the independence and liberty of 
their common country, all his cares 
would be bestowed on upholding ils 
unif»n, and the authority of the iawa. 

On the 28th November, a decree 
was iwssued by Bolivar, in. which it 
w^as stated that the country was on. 
the eve of a civil war, and w'os far- 
ther threatened witli an invasion by 
the Spaniards from Cuba ; that tl»ere- 
fore the case provided Ibr by article 
128th of the constitution had arisen, 
in which case the ]»resident was au- 
thorized to assume extraordinary 
powders, and bound to convoke a con- 
gress witlmut delay : And, for these 
reasons, he, as president, did assume 
the extraordinary powers which the 
charter entitled him to under the cir- 
cumstances, and invested the vice- 
president with the same powers, in 
the event of his (Bolivar’s) absence 
from the capital. 

Having arrived at Maracaibo, on 
19tli Dcceniber, Bolivar issued direc- 
tions, that the departments of Matu- 
rin, Venezuela, Oronooko, and Zu- 
lia, should be subject to his particu- 
lar orders only ; and by a decree is- 
sued at Valencia, he, after observing 
that Paez, though he had been very 
culpable, had aaoed /n*.v couutrtf^ con- 
iirmed that general in the civil and 
military command of Venezuela* and 
extended to the conduct of all other.s 
amnesty and oblivion. 

1 he state of Peru next demands 
our utteinion. Wliile Bolivar was in 
Upper Peru, (Bolivia,) Rodil, the 
brave governor of Caiino, after ha- 
ving lost 4(X)() of his njen by famine, 
disease, and the fire of the besiegers, 
and expended Ids whole ammunition, 
consented, on 22d January, to sur- 
render the plat^e, w hich was the laat 
upon the continent that remained to 
Spain, to the Peruvian forces. The 
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terms of tbe suirender were, t^t the 
gsrrUon should march out with the 
honours of war, and be conveyed to 
Spain in British transports* at the 
expense of the l^eruvian government ; 
and that there should be a complete 
amnesty for all who were in the place 
at the time of its surrender. The 
Marquis of Torretagle, ex^presiclent 
of Peru, who and 13erindoaga, ex- 
minister of war, from hatred of Bo- 
livar, were the chief agents by whom 
Callao had been restored to the do- 
minion of Spain, had fallen a victim 
to disease in the course of the siege ; 
but Berindoaga* less fortunate, in at- 
tempting to escape on board of a fo- 
reign vessel, was seized by the Peru- 
vians ; and was some time afterwards, 
along with one Teron, who was in- 
volved in his offence, condemned to 
death ; and, notwithstanding the most 
moving intercessions made with Bo- 
livar for his life by the whole autho- 
rities of Lima, he and Teron were 
shot, in pursuance of their sentence ; 
and Berindongu's corpse, clothed in 
the garb of a criminal, was suspend- 
ed during the day upon a gibbet. 
Berindoaga had declared tohis judges, 
that he was the victim of Bolivar’s 
personal hostility ; and his execution 
certainly did not tend to exalt the 
Liberator in public opinion. 

The Congress having assembled, 
the majority of its members, inclu- 
ding the most talented and influen- 
tial, exhibited a strong desire that 
Bolivar should divest himself of his 
dictatorial functions ; at which Boli- 
var took great offence, and threaten- 
ed to quit Peru, with the whole of 
his army, and leave it a prey to its 
intestine factions. Afterwards, the 
Congress, from the force of an influ- 
ence which may be easily conceived, 
supplicated him to continue in pos- 
session of his functions ; to which, 
with apparent reluctance, he acce- 
ded. 


Having reconciled himself, at least 
in ajqjearance, to the Peruvian Cotii^ 
gress, Bolivar set out for Potosi, thd 
capital of Bolivia, with the scheme 
of a constitution for that republic, 
which he recommended to the people 
in long addresses, in which anarchy 
was represented as no less fatal to 
liberty than despotism. With more 
correctness he might have said, that 
anarchy is the certain harbinger of 
despotism. His plan was, that every 
ten citizens should nominate a person 
as an elector for the legislative body, 
so that at the elections, the people 
would be represented by a tenth of their 
number ; that there should be three 
legislative chambers, one of Tribunes, 
who alone should have the power 
to enact laws touching the revenue, 
and to declare peace and war ; one of 
Senators, who should have the super- 
intendence of the tribunals and reli- 
gion ; and one of Censors, who should 
resemble the Athenian Arcopagi and 
Homan Censors, and be the guardians 
of the constitution. It was proposed 
that the powers of the President 
should be vested in him for life ; and 
that he should have the command of 
the army, and the appointment to all 
offices, both in the army and connect- 
ed with the revenue. To complete 
this plan of government, it was far- 
ther proposed, that the Vice-Presi- 
dent for the time being should be the 
President's successor by right, and 
that the internaladministration should 
be conducted by means of Prefects. 
This plan, of course, met with no op- 
position from a people who crouched 
under Colombian bayonets, and was 
unanimously adopted by them ; after 
which, Bolivar returned to Lower 
Peru, having intrusted the provision- 
al exercise of his powers as President 
to the Grand Marshal of Ayacucho. 

The above scheme of government, 
it is evident, contains all the germs of 
a monarchy ; and, to be republican, 
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is altogether a solecism, especially 
as in effect it renders the chief magis- 
trate wholly uncontrolled and irre- 
sppnsible. It was believed, and events 
in some measure justified the belief, 
that its author designed a similar con- 
stitution for Lower Peru and Colom- 
bia ; and there were some who went 
so far as to suspect that he aimed at 
nothing less than a triple crown. 

In Lima, the dislike of the Colom- 
bian army and Bolivar rose to a dan- 
gerous height. On 25th July, Boli- 
var went to the theatre, where he was 
coldly received ; and after sitting 
some time, astonished the audience 
by going hurriedly out ; after which, 
the guards were doubled, and a num- 
ber of officers thrown into prison. It 
w’as alleged that a plot had been dis- 
covered for taking away the presi- 
dent’s life- Next day, more ofiicers 
w ere arrested ; and among others, 
three generals and eight colonels. It 
was now given out that the plot had 
its ramifications in the provinces, 
where also a number of arrests and 
banishments took place ; but nothing 
ever was proved to fix guilt upon any 
one. 

On 1 8th August, the Electoral Col* 
lege of the province of Lima, which, 
like the other colleges, had previously 
been arbitrarily remodelled by Boli- 
var upon the requisition of a small 
minority of tlie Congress, assembled 
to deliberate upon the form of a con- 
stitution most suitable to Peru ; when 
it was decided, that the one recently 
conferred on the republic of Bolivia, 
ought to be adopted ; and that Boli- 
var should be declared perpetual pre- 
sident. The same resolutions were 
afterwards adopted by the other elec- 
tors throughout the republic ; and on 
9th October, the new constitution 
was solemnly promulgated. At the 
jsaine time, a treaty of friendship and 
alliance, oftbnsivc and defensive, was 
^concluded between Peru and Bolivia, 


which thus, in effect, became om 
state, and assumed the name of the 
Bolivian Federation. 

Previously to this, Bolivar had set 
out on his return to Colombia, after 
having adjourned the meeting of Con-^ 
gress for one year, and conferred the 
supreme government of Peru, during 
his absence, upon the Grand Mafshsil 
Don Andrea de Santa Cruz, to be aia- 
sisted by a council of ministers of Bo- 
livar’s nomination ; and the command 
of the auxiliary Colombian army upon 
General Jacintlio Lara. 

Amidst many distractions, the Chi** 
lian government, at the commence- 
ment of the year, made a successful 
effort to wTcst the Chiloe islands from 
Spain. The ex]Xjdition engaged in 
that enterprise was commanded by 
the Supreme! )irector,Cjeneral Freyre, 
and sailed from Valdivia on 2d Janu- 
ary, and arrived on the 10th in the 
roadstead of Yustc. On the night of 
that day, the advanced guard surpri- 
sed and captured the battery of Bal- 
cacura, which defended the port of 
San Carlos. Next day that port was 
entered by the fleet ; while the troo|)s 
on land advanced against a ditficuii 
position, called Polquillihuc, which 
w^as occupied by 200 Spaniards. On 
the 1 4th, this position was cannona- 
ded by the fleet ; and at length car- 
ried by some companies of grenadiers, 
wlu> drove the Spaniards to another 
position called Bellavista, from wliicii 
also they were dislodged, with the 
loss of their provisions, artillery, and 
ammunition. The Spaniards next re- 
treated to the fortress of Callao ; hut 
on the J9th, agreed to a capitulation, 
by thetermsofwhichtheChiloe island* 
were to be incorporated with CldU; 
the artillery, arms, ammunition, co- 
lours, and stores, within the fortress, 
were to belong to the Chilian army; 
and the olficers and soldiers of tbe 
garrison were to be conveyed to Eu- 
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rope at the expense of Chili, or, if they 
preferred it, to be allowed to settle in 
the Chilian territory. 

Shortly afterwards, some disturb- 
ances, excited by the emissaries of 
O'Higp^ins, the former supreme direc- 
tor, who resided at Lima, took place 
in San Carlos, upon tlie continent ; 
the inhabitants of wliicli, on 2.5tli 
May, in a general assembly, resolved 
that, without separating from the Chi- 
lian republic, they should have for 
themselves a particular government, 
at the head of which they placed Don 
Manuel Fuentes. The other states 
having manifested similar sentiments, 
the national Congress, which had as- 
sembled for the express purpose of 
framing a constitution, resolved, on 
1 Ith July, by a majority of votes 
out of 3(j, and declared as a lun da- 
mental law, that the republic should 
be organized upon the federal sys- 
tem. 

The period of General Freyre*s re- 
tiring from the office of Supreme Di- 
rector having arrived, Admiral Blanco 
was appointed his successor ; but he 
having resigned on 7th September, 
General Frey re was recalled to of- 
fice. 

On 20th November, at Santiago, a 
treaty of alliance, commerce, and na- 
vigation, was concluded between Chi- 
li and Buenos Ayres. By one of its 
articles, the integrity of the territories 
of both powers was mutually guaran- 
teed ; and both engaged to act in con- 
cert against any foreign j)ower what- 
ever that should attempt to change 
the territorial limits of eitlier of tliein. 
This clause, it is probable, was sug- 
gested by a jealousy of Bolivar, whose 
proceedings had given great offence to 
both republics, especially by the erec- 
tion of the new republic of Bolivia, 
which Buenos Ayres refused to re- 
cognise, as it comprehended within 
its limits several provinces which had 
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formerly belonged to the Buenos- A V- 
rean Viceroyalty. 

The constituent general assembly 
of the Argentine republic having as- 
sembled upon 7th F ebruary, proceed- 
ed to the election of a president, when 
their choice fell upon Don Bernardi- 
no Rivadavia, formerly minister for 
foreign affairs. Soon afterwards, Con- 
gress appointed a committee to inves- 
tigate the question, whether the con- 
stitution to be framed for the republic 
should be upon the principle of unity 
or federation ^ The committee report- 
ed that the provinces of Cordova, 
Mendoza, San Juan, and Santiago, 
had pronounced for a federal govern- 
ment ; that those of Salta, Tucuman, 
and Rioja, were prepared to submit to 
the decision of Congress ; and that 
those of Buenos Ayres, Santa Fe, and 
Entrerios, as also the missions and the 
Eastern Province, had hitherto ex- 
pressed no opinion on the subject: 
That the committee, having consider- 
ed the advantages and disadvantages 
of both systems, particularly with re- 
ference to the circumstances of the 
different provinces, had resolved that 
the form of government ought to be 
representative and republican, embo- 
dying tlje principle of unity. 

The war between the republic and 
Brazil still continued ; hut was I’eebly 
conducted on both sides, so much so, 
that no engagement, deserving the 
name of one, took place either by land 
or sea. However, the Brazilians re- 
mained masters of the mouth of the 
Plata, and enforced the blockade of 
Buenos Ayres with such strictness, 
to give rise to many complaints on the 
part of foreign poAvers, particularly 
the United States. 

On 14th September Lord Ponson- 
by arrived at Buenos Ayres, as envoy 
extraordinary from Great Britain to 
the republic. The special object of 
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his mission was, to exert himself in 
procuring an amicable arrangement 
of differences between the republic and 
Brazil, lie had failed, when at Rio, 
in all his efforts to persuade the empe- 
ror to make concessions ; and it would 
appear that he was not more success- 
ful with the republican government. 

The republic, in the meantime, 
was threatened with serious dangers 
from intestine commotions. The pro- 
vinces of Cordova, Rioja, and Tarija, 
refused to recognise the authority of 
the President, or the validity of any 
constitution not upon the federal prin- 
ciple; while the weight of the im- 
posts, and a forced levy for the army 
of all males between sixteen and forty 
years, occasioned a general insurrec- 
tion in Tucuman, Catamarca, and 
other districts. The insurgents were 
suppressed by the regular troops 
which were sent against them ; but 
the districts in question still conti- 
nued a prey to almost every species 
of disorder. 

The congress terminated the work 
of a constitution ou 24?th December. 
It resolved, in defiance of the general 
opinion of its constituents, tliat the 
constitution should be founded upon 
the principal of unity, and that the 
sovereignty of the state should be 
vested in three distinct powers, — a 
Chamber of Senators and of Repre- 
sentatives ; a President, to be chosen 
for a limited period by the provincial 
juntos, and having the power to ap- 
point, with advice and consent of the 
Senate, the governors of provinces; 
and a High Court of Justice, to which 
all other tribunals were to be subject. 

The most important transaction in 
which Brazil was this year concerned, 
was a treaty of friendship and com- 
merce, concluded, on 8th January, 
between it and France, on the prin- 
ciple of reciprocity. We have already 
noticed, under the head of Portugal, 
to 


the resignation by the emperor of his 
right to the crown of that kingdom, 
in favour of his daughter Dona Maria 
da Gloria. 

On his return from Bahia, the re^ 
publican spirit of whose inhabitants 
had demanded his presence, to Rio 
Janeiro, the Emperor caused to be 
solemnly proclaimed in all the pro- 
vinces the constitution which the pre- 
vious year he had submitted to his 
subjects for their approbation ; and 
he himself was the first to take the 
oath to it. About the same time, on 
16th April, he established a new or- 
der of knighthood, called that of 

Pedro the First, Founder of the 
Brazilian Empire and made a large 
distribution of its decorations among 
the principal personages of his court 
and army, and the two chambers. 

The session of the two chambers 
was opened on 6th May, on which 
occasion they were addressed by the 
emperor in a speech, in which he 
apoke of the tranquillity enjoyed by 
the empire, with the exception of the 
Cisplatijie province — the recognition 
of its independence — the death of his 
royal father — and the arrangements 
he had made with regard to Portu- 
gal ; and pointed out the subjects 
which ought chiefly to occupy the 
attention of the chambers. To this 
speech, suitable addresses, in reply, 
were voted. 

On 10th June, M. Ledo presented 
to the Chamber of Representatives 
the project of a law upon the liberty 
of the press, which he described as the 
greatest ornament and main support 
of a representative government. The 
project was remitted to a committee j 
and, at length, after much discus- 
sion, was adopted by both chambers, 
with the addition of some repressive 
clauses, applicable to the case of the 
defamation of individuals. 

On 2d August, both chambers as- 
sembled in the hall of the senate, to 
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witness the registration of a solemn 
act, by which they acknowledged the 
Prince Imperial to be heir to the 
throne; and soon afterw?»rds, the bud- 
get ^ having been settled, the session 
was formally closed by his Majesty. 

Having at length ratified the com- 
mercial treaty with Great Britain, 
the emperor commenced preparations 
for prosecuting the war against the 
Argentine republic with great ar- 
dour. He directed forced levies both 
of men and equipages, which were 
executed with a rigour that excited 
much discontent. On 24fth Novem- 
ber, he himself sailed for the seat of 
war in a ship of the line, accompa- 
nied by a frigate and transports, ha- 
ving on board a foreign battalion, two 


companies of lancers, a train of ar- 
tillery, and military stores. On the 
29 th he landed at the isle of St Ca- 
tharine ; and on 2d December joined 
his army upon the frontiers of the 
Rio Grande province, where he is- 
sued a proclamation, inviting the in- 
habitants of the Cisplatine province 
to clioose between the blessings of a 
limited monarchy and the calamities 
inseparable from war. It is probable 
that the emperor intended to conduct 
the war in person ; but having recei- 
ved intelligence of the death of his 
empress, which took place on 1 st De- 
cember, and was caused by a bilious 
fever, he returned with speed to his 
capital* 


The receipts of 1826 amounted to 7, 578,473, 132 reis ; the expenditure to 7,427,213,631 reis* 
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Chart of the Island (f Ascension, with 
remarks on its Geognosy. By Cap- 
tain Robert Campbell^ R.N. 

r HIS island is situated in the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, in South Lat. 7® 55', West 


1.011". 14® 51', is about nine miles in 
length from the SE. to NW., and 
about five or six miles broa(L^ Du- 
ring the time of Bonaparte’s confine- 
ment in St Helena, it was judged 
prudent to keep a small force there. 


• The I^atitudc was settled by a series of observations of the sun’s altitude, taken in an ar- 
tificial horizon, when his northerly declination admitted of this being done. The I/ongitude 
was settled by means of numerous lunar observations, agreeing with a series of observations of 
the eclipses of Jupiter’s moons, some of which were also observed at (ircenwiclu 
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For some time T liad the command of 
the imrty, and employed myself in 
makinjjf a chart of the island, which I 
now communicate to tlie ]mhlic. In 
the cliart, the principal stations which 
served for its construction, and the 
more remarkable points, are marked O. 

The angles of the chain of triangles 
which connect the stations, wx're ta- 
ken M ith a sextant ; and as their sides 
were thcrefiwe not on a horizontal 
plane^ their inclinations M^ere measu- 
red, and their horizontal projections 
ffMiiid, by reducing the oblique lines 
in the projMwtion of radius to the co- 
'.ines of their inclination. 

The ]>o8itions of the intermediate 
{Kiints were determined by observa- 
tions made at the principal stations; 
but it was not thought necessary to 
apply reduction to the sides of these se- 
condary triangles, on account of their 
obliquity. 

The height of the Green Mountain 
(one of the stations) w'as found, by 
taking its elevation with the sextant 
and an artificial horizon, above a sta- 
tion on the sca-coast ; and the height 
of this station alwve the level of the 
sea was carefully measured. As the 
other mountains were too low to be 
seen from the sea-coiist in the artifi- 
cial horizon, their heights were found 
hy taking, with the sextant, their 
augk^s of elevation at their several sta- 
tions on the coast, alwvc objects on a 
level with the eye, and in vertical 
]danos passing through the eye and 
th<‘ir summits. The J(‘Yel was <leter- 
mined l»y looking through a tul^c to 
which a spirit level was fixe<l. 

The wiiole islaml ha.s a most for- 
hiddiiig and ruggeil asjK‘ct. Itsliigh- 
est mountain, named Green Mountain 
Peak, is 2818 feet above the level of 
the sea. The largest portion of the 
mountain is 2000 feet alnwc the sea ; 
and at this height there is a space of 
comparatively level ground, in wliicli 
the principal ^ardni in the islami is 


situated. J'rom the top of the Peak 
down to alxHit this level, or a little 
lower, the surface, excej)ting where it 
is precipitous, is covered w ith a coat 
of soil, which is iiowdierc deep, and 
having under it masses of pumice ami 
lava. The precipices around this 
height, are, in many instances, form- 
ed of sluggy lava ; ami, in the lava, are 
veins filled with opal, contmiiiiig im- 
bedded fragments of vesicular and 
slaggy lav’^a. In other parts, there an^ 
rocks of a felspar or tratdiyte ]»orphyry. 
Among the many ridges shooting from 
the Green Mountain (M. of the cliart), 
one of the most remarkable is that 
composed of black and dark -green 
perfectly formed obsidian, which, in 
some plac4^s, is disposed in bails and 
globular concretions, like that found 
in Kamtschatka; and in others, in 
large globular concretions, like those 
of basalt and green-stone. Associated 
with it there are grey varieties of 
pearl-stone* This vitreous mineral 
IS these associated with various por- 
phyries, apparently trachytic ; and, in 
some places, green pitchstone, with 
imbedued sphaerulite and common pu- 
mice and pumice-conglomerate, oci^ur. 
Nut far from the obsidian ridge, ther(‘ 
is a remarkable hill, named by the 
sailors The DeviVs Ilidin^Sch(M>K 
marked in the chart P. It" is about 
71K) feet above the level of the sea, 
and between 4<)0 and /5(X> feet abovi* 
the surface of the surrounding base. 
It has a circular Indlow on the top, 
wliirli jtrobably was formerly much 
deeper than at present, it lieing now 
filled up to within 30 feet ol the edge 
of the crater. This hill, as fur as can 
lie made out from the specimens 
brought home, ap]K^ars to be com]>o- 
eed of trachytic r<K;ks, In some va- 
rieties, the basis is like claystone, and 
contains inilxjdded portions of slaggy 
lava ; in otliers, the basis is of felspar, 
with imbedded crystals of glassy fel- 
spar, and fragments of slaggy lava; 
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and the trachyte porphyry sometimes 
contains^ in its cavities, crystals of Ve- 
suvian. Many of the rocks are in an 
earthy state, owing to the action of 
the weather; and occasionally they 
are observed decaying in globular and 
concentric lamellar concretions. The 
upper and middle parts of the hill, 
marked B in the chart, arc composed 
of vesicular, spumous, and corded lava. 
Some of the vesicular varieties much 
resemble the millstone lava of Ander- 
na<*h. The lower part of the hill con- 
sists of rocks of a dilFerent description, 
udiich form, as it were, a foundation 
on which the vesicular and corded la- 
vas rest. On the SW. side, the rocks 
are trachyte-porphyry,occasionally in- 
<^huling fragments of slaggy lava. On 
the NE. side is a bluish clinkstone- 
lava, with numerous imbedded felspar 
crystals. 

It thus appears, that the Green 
Mountain, and the hill P, are compo- 
sed of trachyte, and its congenerous 
rocks ; while B consists of vesicular 
and slaggylava, resting upon trachyte* 
AH those parts of the island coloured 
in the chart redduh-brorvn, are of the 
same description. The rugged parts 
of the island, all of which are coloured 
hhiu'h^hhck in the chart, are compo- 
sed of a greyish-black lava, slightly 
vesicular, and containing few crystals 
of glassy felspar. This lava presents 
a frightfully rugged surface, which 
forms irregular erniuenccs, varying in 
height from 20 to 50, and even 100 
feet. 

In the bays, and on such parts of 
the coast as are not precipitous, the 
beach is formed of a sand of comminu- 
ted shells, with fragments of echini 
and of corals. In some places near to 
the sea, the fragments of shells arc 
couglutinated together by a calcareous 
cement, and form a pretty solid mass. 
The solidity of the mass diminishes .is 
the distance from the sea increases. 
A turtle’s nest, with eggs, was obser- 


ved imbedded in this conglomerate. 
The rocks which rise through tliese 
calcareous beaches, and which are so 
near to the sea as to be washed by its 
spray, are incrusted with a calc-sinter 
and calc-tufF, formed by the action of 
the weather on the calcareous matter 
of the shells and corals. 

Lastly, it may be mentioned, that 
runs of a sand, composed of the mate- 
rials of the rocks, occur in different 
parts of the island, and that these an* 
]iointed out in the chart by the pafe 
yellow colour. 

Baron Von Biich divides volcanic 
islands into three classes, which he 
characterises in the following m, in- 
ner : 

1. BasaUic Islands* Composed of 
strata of basaltic rocks, in which there 
IS generally a crater of elevation (Er- 
hel mngserater.) 

2* Vdeanois* Isolated ; very elevji- 
ted ]>eaks, and domes of trachyte, and 
generally with a great crater on the 
summit. 

Erupted Islands* These have 
been formed by single eruptions, and 
scarcely ever occur without basaltic 
islands. 

The Island of Ascension is, by Von 
Biich, referred to the third division ; 
but it now apiiears, from the fiicts 
stated aWe, that this island belongs 
not to the third alone, but rather con- 
joins the characters of the second and 
third classes. 

Account of a Case of Poisoning, cau» 

sed by the Honey of the Lecheguana 

Wasp* By M. M. Auguste de St 

Hilaire* 

Aristotle, Pliny, and Dioscorides, 
inform us, that, at a certain time of the 
year, the honey of the countries in the 
neighliourhoou of Mount Caucasus, 
rendered those who have eaten of it 
insensible. Xenophon and Diodorus 
Siculus relate, that, at the siege of 
Trebisond, the soldiers of the army of 
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the Tea Thousand ate of tlie honey 
which they found in the iidds, and 
that afterwards they experienced a de- 
lirium of several days, some of them 
resembling drunken people, and others 
madmen, or persons in tlie agonies of 
death. Some modern writers hare con- 
firmed these statements, and liave dis- 
covered that it is the flowers of Azalea 
pontica, and perhaps also those of Rh<^ 
dodendnim ponticum, that communi- 
cate deleterious properties to the honey 
of Mengrelia. On the authority of 
the celebrated Tournefort, Lambert 
says, that the honey eolleeted upon a 
certain tree of Colchia occasions vo- 
mitings. Tournefort himself assertii, 
that a constant tradition has establish- 
ed, among the inhabitants of the coasts 
of tlie Black Sea, a belief that the 
honey extracted by the bees from the 
flowers of Azalea pontica is dangerous. 
Lastly, a later traveller, Guldenstaedt, 
the companion of Pallas, has himself 
seen the honey collected upon the Aza- 
lea ; he found it of a dark-brown co- 
lour, and having a bitter taste ; and 
in several places of his works, he says 
that this honey causes giddiness, and 
produces insensibility* 

Asia Minor is not the only country 
in which honey of a dangerous quality 
has been found. Roulox Barro, in 
his Voyage to Brazil, ejcpresses him- 
self on the subject as follows i ** The 
most inebriated of the Tapuies searcli- 
ed for wild honey and fruits, of u'hich 
they make a beverage, which is called 
^rappCf and of which, whoever drank, 
immediately vomited.” In the island 
of Maragnon, the bee Mumbuat some- 
times, according to Piso, rests upon 
the flower of the tree Tapuraiba, and 
then its honey, which is ordinarily de- 
licious, becomes entirely bitter. Az- 
zara is still more precise ; for he ex- 
presses himself as follows in his Voyage 
to Paraguay ; the lioney of a bee 
named Cahafatu, produces violent 
headach, and causes a degree of inebri- 


ation at least as great as that broug;ht 
on by spirits. That of another species 
occasions convulsions, and the most 
violent pains, which terminate at the 
end of thirty hours, witliout produ- 
cing any troublesome consequence. 
The country people are well acquaint- 
ed with these two species, and abstain 
from their honey, although its taste is 
as good as that of the others, and its 
colour is the same.” 

The honeyof Pennsylvania, of South 
Carolina, of Georgia, and of the two 
Floridas, when it has been gathered 
upon Kalima angustyblia, latifolia, 
and hirsnta, and upon Andromeda Ma- 
riana, often occasions, according to 
Smith Barton, vertigoes, to which 
succeeds a delirkim, varying in charac- 
ter.according to the individuals. The 
persons poisonedf” adds the same au- 
thor, " experience jxiin in the stomach, 
convulsions, vomitings, and sometimes 
these accidents are followed by death.” 

It is not alone in Asia and America 
diat these examples have occurred of 

C oisoning, caused by certain sorts of 
oney. Seringe relates, tliat two Swiss 
herds, who had eaten honey gathered 
from Aconiium Napellus and /ycoc/o- 
?ium, experienced violent convulsions, 
and were seized with a horrible deli- 
rium ; and iliat ope of them, who was 
not able to vomit, died, emitting foam 
by the mouth, tinged with blo(>d. 

So many united authorities were 
not, doubtless, unknown to tliose who, 
even in our own times, have treated 
as fabulous the recitals of the historiuti 
of the Ten Thousand; but if tliese 
recitals needed a fresh conflrmatioii, 
it would be found in the fact which I 
am about to relate, and which cKreur- 
red to myself. To make myself bet- 
ter understood, I shall first give an 
idea of the place in which the event 
took place, from the fatal effects of 
which I narrowly escaped. 

After having traversed the smiling 
plains of the Rio dc la Plata, I had 
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coasted the less inhabited banks of the 
Uruguay, and had come to the Camp 
of Belem, which occupied the site of 
the small town of the same name, de- 
stroyed by Artigas. Here I was in- 
formetl that I should be obliged to 
cross a desert, where I should neither 
find inhabitants, nor traces of a path ; 
but it was added, that, in case of need, 

I might have recourse to two detach- 
ments of Portuguese soldiers, posted 
upon the banks of the river; and I 
Avas willingly furnished with a guide 
to accompany me as far as the first 
post, ])laced toward the mouth of the 
(jiuaray. On the side; of this rfver I 
exchanged my guide for another, who 
Avas to conduct me to the brook of St 
Anne, where I was told the second 
detachment was. When we arrived 
at this brook, we searched two days 
for the iKwts of which we had been 
informed ; but, finding that our efforts 
bad proved unsticcessmli I sent back to 
the river of Ouaray the guide who had 
conducted me to the brook of St Anne, 
and who had never been farther. I 
gave him one of the soldiers who bad 
escorted me, to accompanjr him, and 
chargt*d the soldier to bring me an- 
other guide. I remained waiting un- 
til they should arrive upon the banks 
of the brook, in a place which is now 
tenanted only by a multitude of Ja- 
guars, and by immense herds of wild 
animals, deer and ostriches, opposite 
the right bank of the Uru^ay, which 
M^as constantly traversed by bands of 
insurgent Spaniards at war M'itb the 
Portuguese. 

I had already been four days in 
this desert place, baffled by the rains 
which fell in torrents; discommoded 
by swarms of troublesome insects, and 
having no other shelter than my cart, 
when at, last the weather cleared up, 
so as to allow me to undertake a long 
botanical excursion. I took two of my 
people w^ith me, and having armed 
ourselves so as to be able to keep off 


the Jaguars, should they attack us, 
we traversed the surrounding Helds, 
and the batiks of the Uruguay. At 
the end of some hours, hunger brought 
us back to the banks of the brook, 
and we assuaged it with our ordinary 
fare, manihot flour and cow’s flesh, 
roasted and boiled. 

During a short walk which we had 
made the day before, we had observed 
a wasp’s nest su^nded about a foot 
from the ground, from one of the 
branches of a small shrub. It was 
nearly oval, of the size of one’s head, 
of a grey colour, and of a chartaceous 
substance, like those of our European 
was^is. 

After dinner, the two men who bad 
accompanied me upon my excursion, 
went to destroy the nest, and took 
away the honey* We all three tasted 
itU The person who ate most of it 
was myself, and the quantity which 1 
took could not have exceeded two 
spoonfuls. I found it of an agreeable 
sweetness, and absolutely free of that 
pharmaceutic taste which the hooey 
of our own bees so frequently has. 

However, after eating it, I experi- 
enced a pain in the stomach, more 
disagreeable than acute. I lay down 
under my cart and slept. During my 
sleep, the objects dearest to me pre- 
sented themselves to my imagination, 
and I aAvoke deeply penetrjited with 
tender feelings. 1 rose up, but expe- 
rienced such a degree of weakness as 
to be utterly unable to walk fifty paces. 
I tlierefiwre returned to my cart, and 
threw rajself down upon the grass, 
when l.iromediately felt my face bathed 
in tears, which I attributed to a mc- 
landidly feeling produced by the dream 
which I had just had. Blushing at 
my weakness, I tried to laugh, but 
this laugh prolonged itself and became 
convulsive. However, I bad still the 
power to issue some orders, and, in the 
meantime, my hunter arrived, being 
one of the Brazilians who had partaken 
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with me of the honey, the baneful ef- 
fects of which I now began to feel. 

This man, who was the offspring of 
a Mulatto and an Indian woman, com- 
bined, with a rare degree of intelli- 
gence, the most whimsical character, 
and all the levity which is jieculiar to 
the Mulatto. Frequently, after ha- 
ving experienced long accessions of the 
most lively and agreeable good hu- 
mour, he was, without any apparent 
reason, seized with a gloomy melan- 
choly, which lasted for some weeks, 
and, on such occasions, he found causes 
of irritation in the most innocent 
words, and even in the most delicate 
attentions. Joze Mariano (for this 
was his name) came up to me, and 
told me, with an air of gaiety, and yet 
with somewhat of an odd expression, 
that half an hour ago he wandered in 
the country without knowing where 
he went. He sat down under the 
cart, and engaged me to take my place 
beside him. 1 bad much difhculty in 
<iragging myself so far, and, as I felt 
an excessive degree of weakness, I re- 
clined my bead ii|K)n bis shoulder. 

It was then that I licgan to expe- 
rience the most cruel agonies. A 
thick cloud darkened my eyes, I dis- 
tinguished nothing more than the fi- 
gures of my companions, and the azure 
of the sky, traversed by some light 
vapours. I did not ex|)erience any 
great degree of jiain, but I fell into 
the lowest state of debility. The con- 
centrated vinegar which my i)copIe 
made me breathe, and with wbicti they 
rubl)ed my face and temples, revived 
me with difliculty, and I experienced 
all the torments of death, tiowever, 
I have perfectly preserved the recol- 
lection of all that I said and appre- 
hended in these pmnful moments, and 
the recital which a young Frenchman, 
who then accompanied nic, has since 
jnade to me, is in perfect accordance 
with my own reeolletjtions. — A violent 
combat took place in my mind, but it 


lasted only a few moments ; I tri* 
uinplied over my weakness, and be- 
came resigned to death. What af- 
fected me most, was the loss of my 
Botocudo Indian, whom I bad taken 
from the woods, and who, I believed, 
would, after my death, be condemned 
to slavery. I conjured those who were 
about me to have pity on his inex[ie- 
rience, and to inform my friends, when 
they should see them %ain, that my 
last prayers had been for this unfor- 
tunate young roan. I felt an ardent 
desire to speak in my native language 
to the Frenchman, who lavish^ his 
cares upon me ; but I found it impos- 
sible to recollect a single word that 
was not Portuguese, and I could not 
account for the shame and backward- 
ness which caused this defect of me* 
mory in me. 

When I began to fall into this sin- 
gular state, I attempted to take water 
and vinegar ; but having obtained no 
alleviation from it, 1 asked for tejnd 
water. I perceived, that, as often as 
I swallowed it, the mist which covered 
my eyes was dissipated f(»r a few mo- 
ments; and 1 fell to drinking it at 
long draughts, and almost with<Hit in- 
terruption. 1 continually called for 
an emetic from my young Frenchman ; 
but as he was confounded by all that 
was passing around him, he was ut- 
terly unable to find one. He was 
searching in the cart; I was sitting 
beneath, and conseqiiently could not 
sec him; however, it seemed to me 
as if he were under my eyes, and 1 re- 
proaching liim for his delay. I'his is 
the only error into which I fell, du- 
ring the continuance of this cruel 
agony. 

During these transactions the hunt- 
er rose up without my perceiving it ; 
but presently my ears were stru<*l 
with the frightful cries wliich he ut- 
tered. At this moment I found my- 
self a little iKitter ; and none of the 
nj(»tions of this man escaped me. He 
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tore his clothes with fury> threw them 
away from him, seized a gun, and 
lirecl it off. The gun was wrenched 
from his hands, and he then ran off 
into the country, calling the Virgin to 
his assistance, and crying out loudly, 
that all was on fire around him ; that 
we were both abandoned, and that the 
trunks and cart would be suffered to 
be burnt. A Guarani workman, who 
formed part of my suite, having in vain 
attempted to keep him, was seized 
with terror, and took to flight. 

Until now I had not ceased to be 
carefully attended to by the soldier 
who partook, along with myself and 
the hunter, of the honey which had 
proved so baneful to us ; but he had 
now begun to be very unwell himself. 
However, as he vomited very readily, 
and was of a robust habit of body, ho 
very soon recruited his strength, 
ivhich he did not, however, entirely 
recover. I have since found, that, 
while he was attending to me, he pre- 
sented a frightful sippearance, and was 
extremely pale. I go,” said he, all 
id a sudden, to give notice of what 
is passing to the guard of Guaray.” 
I le mounted his horse, and gallofied 
off into the country, but presently the 
y«»uiig Frenchman saw him fall off; 
he got up again ; galloped off a second 
time, fell again ; and, some hours after, 
my ])cople found him sound asleep in 
the ]ilace where he had fallen. 

I then found myself, still almost in 
a dying state, left in company with a 
Rotocudo Indian, who at best could 
render me no assistance, and with the 
young Frenchman, whom so many ex- 
traordinary events had, in a manner, 
deprived of reason. All the morning 
we had perceived insurgent Spaniards 
u|M)ii the op]>osite bank of the river ; 
some of them even, who had crossed 
at a neighbouring ford, had shown 
themselves, at a <listance, upon the 
same side on which we were ; and if 
they did not attack us, it was, with- 


out doubt, because they supposed us 
more numerous than we were. The 
dangers of iny situation presented 
themselves in a lively manner to my 
imagination ; and, weakened as I then 
was, I felt my malady still augmented. 

I had calculated, that the soldier 
whom I had sent to Guaray would re- 
turn this same day with the new guide. 
I flattered myself that I might receive 
some assistance from them; and my 
imagination divided itself entirely be- 
tween the ardent desire of seeing them 
arrive, and the dread of the danger 
which I ran. I thought 1 perceived 
the dogs which accompanied my first 
guide; and the Frenchman assured 
me that I was not deceived. I thought 
they were returning with my soldier, 
and I felt myself reanimated with a 
glimmering of hope. Rut these ani- 
mals quickly disappeared, and left me 
to all my uneasy feelings. They had 
been some of the brown dogs which 
wander in the deserts of the Uruguay ; 
and having but little attachment to a 
master who fed them ill, they had 
without doubt been brought back by 
hunger to a place where they had l)eeii 
seen a few days before to worry a cow, 
of which we had given them a large 
j>ortion. 

During these occurrences, the hun- 
ter Jose Mariano came and sat down 
beside me. He was calmer, and had 
passed a cloth about his waist ; but he 
had not yet recovered the use of his 
reason. My master,” said he to me, 
" I have long accompanied you ; I 
was always a faithful servant ; I am in 
the fire, do not refuse me a drop of 
water.” Filled with terror and com- 
passion, I took him by the hand, and, 
so far as my strength would permit, 
spoke some words of consolation and 
friendship to him. 

However, the warm water, of which 
I had drunk a prodigious quantity, 
ended with ])nHlucing the effect wJjicIi 
I had hoped, and 1 vomited, along 
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with a great deal of fluid, a part of 
the food and honey which I had taheii 
in the morning. I then began to feel 
myself relieved. A rather painful 
numbness which I felt in my hngers, 
was of short duration. I distinguish- 
ed my cart and the neighbouring pas- 
tures and trees : the mist, which had 
formerly concealed these objects from 
iny eyes, only hid the upper part of 
them ; and if it sometimes fell, it was 
only for a few moments. However this 
might be, the state of Jos^ Mariano 
continued to give me great uneasiness ; 
and 1 was equally tormented by the 
dread of never being able to recover 
the entire use of my strength and in- 
tellei^tual faculties. A renewal of the 
vomiting began to dissipate these fears, 
and procured me fresh relief. I had 
now still less difliculty in distinguish- 
ing the objects with which I was sur- 
rounded. I began to speak Portuguese 
and my mother tongue at pleasure ; 
my ideas became more connected ; and 
I clearly pointed out to the young 
Frenchman where he would find an 
emetic. When he had brought it to 
me, I divided it into three portions ; 
and I vomite<l, along with torrents of 
water, the rest of the food which I 
had taken in tlie morning. Until the 
moment when 1 had discharged the last 
|iortion of the emetic, I had found a 
sort of pleasure in swallowing W'arm 
Mater at long draughts, but after this 
it liegan to jircKluoe a repugnance in 
riic, and I ceased to drink it. The mist 
entirely disappeared ; I drank some 
cups of tea, took a short walk, and 
soon found myself in my \isual state. 

Nearly at the same moment his rea- 
son suddenly returned to Joz^ Maria- 
no, without his having experienced any 
vomiting. He now assumed new ha- 
bits, mounted on horseback, and rode 
off to look for the soldier, whom he 
presently brouglit back. 

It might lie ten in the morning when 
we all three tasted the honey which 


had proved so injurious to us, and tlie 
sun was setting before we found our- 
selves perfectly recovered. ITie mo- 
mentary absence of the Frenchman 
and Botocudo Indian had preserved 
them from eating of the honey along 
with us. The soldier had presented 
it to the Guarani workman ; but the 
latter, knowing its deleterious quality, 
had refused to take it. The Brazilian 
laughed at his fear, and did not even 
think that they should offer me part 
of it* 

Next day I was still somewhat M'eak. 
The soldier complained of being deaf 
of an ear. Joz^ Mariano asserted, that 
he had not yet recovered his streiii^h, 
and that his whole body seeineil to 
him as if covered with a glutinous mat- 
ter. However, as our new guide had 
arrived the evening before, we set off 
betimes, in order to get away from a 
place which we could no longer look 
upon but with a kind of horror. 
1 nrough the whole day, I found it irn- 
])os8ible to think of anything else than 
the events of the preening day ; and 
when we halted, I noted them dou^n 
such as 1 have related them above. 

1 had said to one of my soldiers, 
that I should like to possess some 
wasps of the species which produced 
the honey, whose troublesome effects 
we had experienced. A little before 
arriving at the place where wc put up 
the day after the accident had liefallcii 
us, I was called by the soldier, who 
showed me a M^asp's nest similar to that 
of the day before. It had the same 
form, the same dimensions, the same 
consistence ; it M^as equally suspended 
from one of the lower branches of a 
small shrub ; and my Guarani labour- 
er, as well as the new guide, another 
lalKmrer, and sev^eral Indians whom 
the guide liad brought with him, re- 
cognised this wasp as belonging, like 
that of the preceding day, to the spe- 
cies known iq the country by the name 
of Lecheguana* My soldier took pos- 
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session of the nest^ and brought rnc 
some of the flies, as well as fragments 
of their abode. The combs which I 
liave sent, along with the wasp, to the 
Royal Cabinet, were similar to those 
which I had in my hands the day be« 
fore ; and the honey which they con- 
tained was of the reddish colour of that 
of the common bee, and was, like it, 
very fluid. 

One may easily imagine tlie asto- 
nishment and chagrin which I expe- 
rienced, when the soldier told me, that 
my Botocudo Indian, who had been a 
witness of the manner in which we had 
been affected, and the labourer of the 
guide, had eaten of the honey, and 
that their example had influenced my 
Guarani labourer. I could not help 
loading these men with all the marks 
of my indignation and disdain. This 
honey will do me no harm," replied the 
Botocudo to me, it is so sweet !"— 
words perfectly characteristic of the 
Indian, who is always full of the pre- 
sent, and never looks to the future. 

Expecting a recurrence of the scenes 
of yesterday, 1 prepared emetics. I 
sent niy {leople to lie down, and went 
to work in my cart. In a minute, all 
was ill tlie most prof<»und quiet around 
me. I awakened the Botocudo > he 
assured me he exceedingly well, 
and the night passed without any ac- 
cideuU 

As soon as I bad got out of the de- 
serts, in which I then was, and enter- 
ed the province of the Missions, I ask- 
ed a great many people about the ho- 
ney of the Lecheguanas^ All, whe- 
ther Portuguese, Guaranis, or Spa- 
niards, agreed in saying, that two spe- 
cies of Lecheguana were distinguish- 
ed in the country ; the one which af- 
fords a white honey {Lecheguana de 
ntcl bianco), and the other which pro- 
duces a reddish honey, (I^echcguana 
de mel vcrmclko). They added, that 
the honey of the former species never 
did harm ; that that of the other, the 


only kind w liich I have seen, did not 
always do harm, but that when it did 
prove troublesome, it occasioned a sort 
of drunkenness or delirium, which w^as 
removed only by vomiting, and which 
sometimes went so far as to occasion 
death. 

I was informed that the plant was 
perfectly w^ell known from which the 
Lecheguana wasp frequently extracts 
a poisonous honey ; but it was not 
shown to me, and I w^as unfortunately 
left to form conjectures regarding it. 

On the Preservation of Zoological Sp€-> 

cimefis from the Depredations of In^ 

sects. By Thomas S. Trail, M,D., 
F.R.S.E., 4cc. 

The difficulty of preserving zoologi- 
cal specimens from the depreciations of 
insects, is a subject of regret and an- 
xiety to ev«ry collector ; and various 
met nods have been proposed of accom- 
plishing this desirable object. The 
compositions into wdiicli arsenic and 
corrosive sublimate of mercury enter, 
are well known to be very effectual, 
when properly applied ; but, unless 
used with caution, they are apt to in- 
jure the natural pliancy of the skins, 
and they can scarcely be cATectually 
employed to protect collections of in- 
sects. I have known these substances, 
even in the hands of the most expert, 
produce such tenderness of the skins 
impregnated with them, as to form a 
considerable obstacle to the setting up 
of the specimens. To render them 
effectual, too, they must be carefully 
applied to each specimen ; by wduch 
the labour of collecting and preserving 
is materially increased. 

Of the method proposed by M. Tem- 
minck, viz. the introduction of tallmv 
into the cases containing zoological 
specimens, I am yet unable to speak 
from experience. It has been lately 
introduced into the Museum of our 
Royal Institution, where it will have 
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a fair trials although I confess that its 
modus operandi does not seem very ob- 
vious. 

Camphor has been long known as a 
preservative against the attacks of in- 
sects ; yet I have known s|)eciniens of 
birds to suffer from inoths^ though in- 
closed in boxes in wdiich camphor was 
present ; and to be efficacious, it ought 
to be used in considerable quantity. 

Every substance which 1 have yet 
tried, seems to be inferior in efficacy 
and ease of application to the follow- 
ing, — the metluMl of Mr William Gib- 
son, preparer ofobiects of Natural His- 
tory, residing in No. l6, London Road, 
Livcr|)ool, — which I shall transcribe 
from his own communication to me. 

I have found,'* says he, that no- 
thing destroys insects so effectually as 
rectified oil of turpentine, and my me- 
thod of using it IS as follows : — I put 
the tur|>entine in a bladder, the mouth 
of which is firmly tied with a w’axed 
string ; and nothing more is necessary 
than to place the bladder thus prepa- 
red in the box with the birds, or to 
tie it to the pedestal on which the birds 
are perched, in a case. If there be any 
maggots on the birds, I have invaria- 
bly found, that they will soon be dis- 
lodged from the feathers, fall to the 
lK)ttom of the case, and die in the course 
of two days. I have also made the ex- 
periment of introducing the common 
house-fly, the large blue-bottle-fly, and 
moths, into a case of birds so defended, 
through a small hole in the bottom of 
the case. The moment the flics enter 
the box, they begin to vomit a whitish, 
glutinous matter, they are much agi- 
tated, and the largest of them died in 
seven minutes. I have, in like manner, 
repeatedly introduced active American 
cockroaches, and these strong insects 
soon became uneasy, often rubl)ed their 
sides with their hind feet, and died in 
about an hour and a half. I next got 
a bird-skin full of living maggots, and 
placed it in my defended case ; in alxmt 


three hours they were seen coining out 
in all direi'tioiis, and fell to the bottom 
of the case, where they died. For large 
cases of birds, a pig's or a sheep's blad- 
der is sufficient ; for middle sized cases, 
a lamb's or a rabbit's bladder will do ; 
and for small ones, we may use a rat's 
bladder. The turpentine evidently pe- 
netrates through the bladder, as it fills 
the case with its strong smell." 

The powerful anthelmintic effect of 
oil of turpentine corroborates Mr Gib- 
son's account of its poisonous quality 
to the larvfic of insects ; and its insUin- 
taneously killing perfect insects, must 
be familiar to the entomologist. I may 
here remark, that I have found the 
common receipt of dipping the pin, 
with which the insect is to be trans- 
fixed, in aquafortis, is by no means so 
speedv a method of putting an end to 
its suiFerings, as applying a single drop 
of turpentine to the corselet. Though 
disap[M>inted in the use of the pin di])t 
in acid, I never found the largest in- 
sects, lAhellulm, Scarabcei, Bfattw, or 
Scolopendrtt, that could, for a moment, 
resist the application of oil of turpen- 
tine. 1 ought to add, however, that 
my entomological pursuits have lx;en 
few ; for the difficulty of speedily kill- 
ing insects, without injuring the sfie- 
cimen, early gave me a distaste to that 
branch of Natural History. 

The difficulty of destroying the mi- 
nute white acari, that infest the hairs 
of specimens in collections, is well 
known. On the neck of a large sjie- 
cimen of Phoca leonina (Linn.) in our 
Museum, I lately observed innumera- 
ble acari. 1 directed the skin to be 
carefully and repeatedly washed with 
a strong solution of corrosive sublimate 
in spirit, seemingly without much ef- 
fect. Some of them even crawled 
among the hairs while still wet with 
this solution ; but on brushing the part 
infested by these vermin with oil of 
tur})entine they speedily disappeared. 

Though similar fiicts are not un- 
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known to naturalists, it is singular that 
this liquid has not been hitherto ap- 
jdied to preserve dried zoological spe- 
cimens from insects ; and Natural His- 
tory will hereafter derive much bene- 
fit from this simple and effectual pro- 
cess. As far as 1 can judge, this me- 
thod promises, from its cheapness, and 
easy application, to be very useful, not 
only in collections of Natural History 
exposed to public view, but will mate- 
rialljr abridge the labour, and save the 
precWs time, of the scientific travel- 
ler in preserving his collections. It 
will also, I doubt not, prove an accept- 
able boon to furriers and other dealers 
in peltry. 

Account of ilie principal Coal Mines 
in France^ and the quantity of coal 
•which they yields 

England and Scotland contain the 
most extensive coal*works that exist 
in the world. They are there very nu- 
merous, lieing in the direct ratio both 
of the enormous consumption of Great 
Britain, and of the great annual export- 
ation. Several of these immense mines 
present the union of the greatest mo- 
ving |M)wers that can be imagined, and 
of the most simple and most economi- 
cal means of transport. It is by means 
of subterranean navigation, by means 
of canals and sluices lined with iron, 
and constructed in the very interior of 
these mines ; by means of inclined 
planes, artfully managed, in which the 
friction of the carriages is almost an- 
nihilated, by plates of cast*iroii on 
which they roll, and which allow them 
to be left to their own motion for $€• 
veral miles, that the coals are trans- 
imrted even to the place of embarka- 
tion ; and it is by these economical pro- 
c'eedings, which are a thousand times 
repeated every day, that the fuel in 
question comes t(» be delivered in Eng- 
land to the consumers at a trifling ex- 
pense. 


The Newcastle mines alone, which 
are in reality the most productive 
works known, employ more than sixty 
thousand individuals, and annually 
produce thirty-six millions of quintals. 

France contains no coal-works of so 
gigantic a nature as those which exist 
m England; but one would have a 
false idea of its richness in this respect, 
were he to judge from the small num- 
ber of coal-mines that are wrought on 
a large scale. This apparent smallness 
depends upon the circumstance that 
the consumption of coal is very limit- 
ed, as a deplorable prejudice, and an 
adherence to ancient custom, have hi- 
therto prevented the use of this com- 
bustible in such of our manufactories as 
consume the greatest quantity of char- 
coal, the great furnaces. 

About forty departments are known 
in France which contain beds of com- 
bustible substances belonging to coal, 
namely, the Allier, the High and Low 
Alps, the Arddche, the Aude, tlie 
Aveyron, the Low Rhine, the Mouth 
of the Rhone, the Calvados, the Cantal, 
the Corrdze, the Creuze, the two Sev- 
res, the Dordogne, the Finistere, the 
Gard, the Upper Rhine, the Upper 
Loire, the Upper Marne, the Upjier 
Saone, the Heralt, the Iscre, the Low- 
er Loire, the Lot, the Maine and Loire, 
the Maude, the Moselle, the Nicdre, 
the Nord, the Pas de Calais, the Puy- 
de-Dome, the Eastern Pyrenees, the 
Rhone, the Tarn, the Var, and the 
Vauoluse. 

In reality, several of these deposits 
are nothing more than merely known, 
and others of them arc only wrought 
to a small extent. However, there are 
already redconed in France 236 mines, 
from which 9 or 10 millions of quintals 
are annually taken, having a value of 
from 10 to 11 millions of francs on the 
spot, a value which rises to 40 millions, 
at least with regard to tlie mass of 
(X)nsuniers, as the carriage to the jflace 
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of consumption amounts to tliree times, 
four times^ and even in some cases to 
ten tiines> the price of the coal. 

These 9 millions of quintals, which 
are nothing in comparison of the con- 
sumption of England, which rises to 
75 millions of quintals annually, are 
furnished by the following mines : 

1. Three millions are furnished by 
the mines of St Etienne, Rive-de-Gier, 
and the neighbourhood, in which 1400 
workmen are immediately occupied, 
and where there exist 1 1 steam-engines, 
() hydraulic engines, and 70 madiines 
a molettes ou a chevaux, analogous to 
our jack-rolls with spur-wheels, and 
our whim-^ins worked by horses* The 
formation m which these mines exist, 
consists of sandstone and slate. The 
excellent coal which they produce is 
tran8{K>rted to all }>arts of France, and 
even to Genes. 

Three millions by the works in 
the Department du Nord, which em- 
ploy 4500 miners, and in which there 
are erected 7 horse ‘machines, 9 steam- 
engines for drawing off the water, and 
\G rotation ones, in constant employ- 
ment for the extraction of the coal. 

This country contains the mines of 
Anziu and Raiane, which arc the most 
considerable in France, and which pro- 
duce from 200 to 400 metres. These 
mines are situated in the formation of 
coal— sandstones, and slates ; but they 
are covered by a great thickness of 
limestone deposit, the overlying and 
unconformable strata of which are ho- 
rizontal. 

3. Lastly, The remaining third of 
the mass of coal which is annually ex- 
tracted in France, comes especially 
from the mines of Litry, in the De- 
partment du Calvados, which employ 
more than 400 workmen, and proouce 
upwards of 200,000 quintals of coal ; 
ofCarmeaux, in the Department du 
Tarn, which produce more than 
100,000 quintals, and employ upwards 
of 300 workmen ; of Creuzot and others. 


ill the Department of the Saotie and 
the Loi re, producing more than 400,000 
quintals of coal ; of Champagney and 
Roncharops, in the Department of the 
Haute Saorie, the products of which 
have been considerably increased of late. 
These mines may be mentioned as ex- 
amples of works well conducted, and of 
great inqmrtance for the pros|)erity of 
the countries in which they are situ- 
ate. 

Then comes the coal deposit of the 
l^ower Loire, whidi furnishes 6 mines, 
two of which are situate in the de- 
partment of that name, and three in 
the Department of the Maine and the 
Loire. Tlie whole quantity prixlucctl 
by them yearly is 250,000 quintals of 
coal, and they employ upwards of (iOO 
workmen. 

Then the Departments of the Nievre 
and Allier, which have also 5 coal- 
works. Here the want of channels of 
conveyance (especially in the Depart- 
ment of the Allier) has hitherto pre- 
vented the works from being carried 
on to a greater extent. This effect is 
still more sensible, with reference to 
the coal deposits situate in the midst 
of the mountains of the centre and 
south of France. Those of the neigli- 
hotirhood of Aubin, in the Department 
of the Aveyron, for example, might, 
from their extreme richness, furnish 
the whede of France with fuel, and yet 
the quantity annually extracted from 
them is not so much as 10,000 quintals 
eff coal ; and even this small quantity 
is taken from thirty different mills, by 
superficial wmrks conducted without 
any rale, and which are continually 
deteriorating the precious subterranean 
domain which the soil contains. The 
want of market also obliges a eonsidor- 
abJe quantity of small coal to be left at 
the bottom of the mines, in the De- 
partments of the Aveyron, the Card, 
the Loire, and others ; and this quan- 
tity, which is thus lost for (consumption, 
may be estimated at a twentieth part 
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lit least of the total product of the coal- 
mines of France. — (See Bonnard, In» 
irenienr en chef des Mines.) 

Lastly^ I'hc Department of the 
Mouths of the Rhone is the only one 
that remains to be noticed with refer- 
ence to the Bubiect in question. Eight- 
een mines in this Department employ 
^00 workmen, and produce annually 
180,000 Quintals of coal. 

The selling price of coal varies ex- 
ceedingly, according to the quality, the 
facility of working, and especially the 
abundance of the products, and the 
extent of the conveyance. Thus, in the 
Department of the Aveyron, the mean 
price is only from 55 to 40 centimes 
the quintal ; in the Department of the 
Loire, the price varies from 30 oen- 
times to 1 franc; in the Department 
of the Nord, the mean price is 1 franc 
^7 centimes ; in the Department of 
tlie Haute Saone, the price rises from 
80 centimes to 2 francs 50 centimes 
the quintal. Hie reason of so consider*. 

At Bordeaux, large coal of Rive<.de.Gr. 
Carmeaux coal, 

Aubin coal, 

At Paris, fit Etienne and Anzin, 

At Nantes, St Etienne, 

At Brest, fit Etienne, 

A t Cherbourg, Litry, 

At Bouen, fit Etienne, 

Belgium is rich in coal-mines ; those 
of the neighbourhood of Mons, Char- 
leroi, Liege, are very important ; they 
amount to 350, which employ 20,000 
workmen, and produce annually about 
12,000,000 quintals of excellent coal. 

Germany, taken altogether, is not 
rich in coal-mines ; the collieries of the 
country of Sauebriick, Roer, the coun- 
try of La Marck, those of the country 
I cf Tecklenburg, and the hundred mines 
' ^f Silesia, scattered in the neighboui*- 
; hood of Schweidnitz,. may, however, be 
I regarded as very important. Lastly, 
Saxony, Bohemia, Austria, Tyrol, Ba- 
s^aria, Hanover, the Hartz, and Huih 


able an augmentation is not difficult 
to imagine ; the conveyances are long, 
and there is no general market. 

In general, the small fat coal, and 
the meagre coal in large pieces, have 
nearly the same value, and sell at 25 
or 30^ per cent less than the fat coal in 
large pieces. 

According to correct accounts, it is 
estimated that, at present, 10 millions 
of quintals of coal may be annually ex- 
tracted in France, which are soldon 
the spot for 12 millions of francs ; 
which make the average value of the 
quintal 1 franc 20 centimes, and proves 
that coal is wrought in an economical 
manner in France. These works em- 
ploy immediately 10,000 miners, and 
a much greater number of individuals 
for the carriage of the fuel. — {Annales 
des Mines, MM. D* Hellancourl and 
Cordier.) 

The price of coal in France in some 
of the principal places of consumption 
is as follows : 

5 francs 20 centimes the quintal 

4 20 

3 20 

4 00 to 4 7<> 

4 .SO 

5 30 

4 50 

6 30 

|rary, have also coal-mines, but of very 
inferior importance. 

In Sweden there are no coal-mines, 
excepting in the province of Scania ; 
they are loginning to be wrought with 
great vigour. Norway appears entirely 
destitute of coal, as well as Russia. It 
is, however, probable, that the great 
quantity of wood which these countries 
contain, has hitherto prevented their 
inhabitants from seeking to become ac- 
quainted with the combustible sub- 
stances which the under-ground strata 
may contain ; and yet some coal-de- 
]K)sit8 are mentioned as wrought in 
Siberia. 
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In Italy, the Appcnines contain sonic 
t rifting cosiUtnincs. In Spain, coal de- 
posits are known in Andalusia, Estrc- 
inadura, Catalonia, Arragon, Castile, 
and the Asturias, but the beds are thin, 
and the workings are all of little im- 
portance. In Portugal, there is onlyone 
coal-mine mentioned, wdiich is wrought 
at Cape de Buar<;*os, in the province of 
Beira. Beds were discovered some years 
ago near Yia-longa, to the north-east 
of Oporto. 

We have few accounts regarding the 
t;ojiI-miiies of the other parts of the 
globe. We know, however, that much 
coal is wrought in China and Japan ; 
that it exists in the island of Madagas- 
car ; that Africa is not destitute of it ; 
that coal has been discovered in New 
Holland ; and lastly, that it is found 
in America also. There is little known 
in the Cordilleras ; a deposit is men- 
tioned at Santa Fe de Bogota, which 
is situated 4400 metres above the level 
of the sea. Beds of coal are noticed as 
occurring at Lucayes, in St Domingo, 
in the Isle of Cape Breton, in Canada, 
in Louisiana, and especially in the 
United States. In this latter country, 
the whole western part of Pennsylvania 
and Virginia contains extremely abun- 
dant deposits of coal, but wliich have 
not hitherto been wrought. Coal is 
also mentioned as l^eing found on the 
coast of Greenland. — {Annales des 
Mines,) 

Accotmf of the Bones of several Animals 

discovered at Breingues, in the Dc^ 

partmeni Du Lot. By M. DeI{K>n. 

This discovery has been mentioned 
by M. Cuvier in the Analysis of the la- 
bours of the Royal Academy of Science 
during the year 1818. Some of the 
bones in question have been deposited 
in the Museum at the Jardin ou Roi, 
and M. Cuvier has taken notice of them 
in his great work ; but we have judged 
it useful to present an extract of the 


inedited notice of M. Delpon, because 
it exhibits several very curious facts, 
es[)ecially the very singular order in 
which these bones have been found. 

In various points of the calcareous 
{>ortion of Qucrcy, there are seen re- 
mains of a sort of entrenchment, form- 
ed of blocks of stone, of more (w 
considerable dimensions, and Which 
describe straight lines or circular in- 
closures. The most remarkable of these* 
inclosures occupy the summit of two 
mountainsofthe Commiinde Breingues, 
in the Circle (arrondissemenf) of Fi- 
geac, of which the one is situate on 
the right bank of the Sele, and the other 
oa the left. There arc observed in the 
rocks of the right bank several cavities 
or grottoes, before which some vestiges 
of ^lildings are seen, — a circumstance 
which presents itself in the greater 
number of the grottoes with which the 
rocks along the Lot, the Sele, &c. are 
perforated. Popular traditions have oc- 
casioned several diggings to be made 
in these grottoes, with the view of dis- 
covering treasures supposed to be con- 
cealed in them. In 1816, the whole 
po]>ulation of Breingues was occupied 
with those of wliicb tlie present article 
is intended to furnish some account. 
In one, among others, of which the 
«q)cning was almost concealed by the 
rocks, the entrance was found choked 
up with earth. The labourers hasten- 
eu to clear it out, and on coming to 
the depth of three feet, they found the 
bones of a human body, beside which 
was an iron instrument resembling a 
fork with two prongs. This circum- 
stance tended to rmouble their exer- 
tions, and the digging was continued 
in a perpendicular direction, with the 
aid of a capstan, to the depth of eigh- 
teen metres ; but the natural cavity, 
which had uniformly, until now, shown 
a straight direction, here presented 
three cavities, equally filled up with 
earth and stones. The workmen first 
followed that which brought them 
U 
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(Unrest the first gi’otto, and were pre- 
sently arrested by three large stories, 
]>lacei(l above one another by the hand 
of man. After having removed them, 
they remarked that each of them was 
of a reddish aiKl earthy colour u|K)n one 
of its faces, like all those which are at 
tlie present dayj*aised from the sur- 
face of the ground, and that the oppo- 
site face was I’ovcred with mosses and 
byssi ; — a circumstance M'kich evident- 
ly showed that these stones had for a 
long time remained in the open air be- 
fore they liad been removed thus far 
under ground. It was not doubted that 
they closed the cavity in which the 
treasure must have been dc|X)sited ; but 
in place of this treasure, they found 
Jtiotliing but a prodigious quantity of 
bones, some of them mingled with earth 
or stones, and others ver^ car^ully 
placed in narrmv Jissures qf the rock- 
^Several heads of a species of deer, at 
the pi'esent day unknown, and many 
other bones, were discovered, without 
any mixture of earth, in a small ca- 
vity, covered over with a rude slab, 
|)laced with great care. It ought to be 
remarked also, that here and there the 
mass of stones and common soil was 
interrupted by small quantities of an 
alluvial earth, composed of clay and 
sand, similar to that which the river 
JSele deposits at the present day. 

It was not only found that no cur- 
rent of water could have brought it 
there, but it could not be doubt^ that 
those small heaps of alluvial earth had 
been formed by men, since they were 
pressed, regularly arranged, and en- 
tirely surrounded with small calcareous 
stones, of avery wliite colour, and which 
must have been soiled by the water, 
had it deposited! these alluvial matters 
HO regularly. Besides, the elevation of 
this grotto being more than 300 metres 
above the river, precluded the idea that 
the waters of the Sele could have reach- 
ed it. 

Hoping that they would be more 
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fortunate in the other branches of the 
gallery, they gave up working in this; 
but the others presented nothing but 
bones placed in the same manner. So 
great a quantity was taken out, tliat 
the whole together would have formed 
a mass of more than twenty cubic 
metres. The greater number of such 
as possessed any extraordinary appear- 
ance, were broken by the persons who 
first got hold .of them. Some of the 
bones were incrusted, and others in- 
closed in a calcareous breccia, with a 
crystalline paste. The greater number 
were so well preserved, that they look- 
ed as if the fmsh liad been recently de- 
tached from them ; but as soon as they 
were exposed to the external air, they 
became scaly and whitish. 

Among these bones there were re- 
cognised the skull of a rhinoceros, three 
teeth of the same animal, the head of 
a species of deer now unknown upon 
the globe, and of which the horns have 
some resemblance to those of a young 
reindeer (see the JRecherches sur les 
Ossemens Femiles, t. iv. p. B9) » the 
fragments of the horn of a large spe- 
cies of deer equally unknown, but allied 
to the common stag ; and lastly, the 
humerus of a large ox, and a horse’s 
femur. 

M. Delpon concludes his notice with 
some judicious reflections. He infers, 
from the existence of these bones of 
animals foreign to our climate, and 
which have formerly lived on our soil, 
that the temperature has diminished 
since the time when it was sufficiently 
high to allow these animals to live. In 
a historical point of view, he inquires 
for what reason their bones had been 
deposited with so much care in the ca- 
vities where they have been found. He 
thinks that these grottoes were used 
by the Druids for performing their ce- 
remonies in them, and supposes the 
bones in question to be the remains of 
the sacrifices which they had offered to 
their gods. Wc are of opinion, that. 
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wliatcver uses these cavcrus may have 
been applied to, according to the times, 
the bones which are found in them are 
of a date much anterior to the Druids, 
and even to the establishment of the 
human species in these oountries ; and 
that their regular arrangement is a re- 
sult either of the superstition of the 
first inhabitants of the country who 
discovered them, or of the amusement 
of herdsmen, or some other cause of this 
description,— Univers. Nov. 

On ike Natural History and Econo- 
mical Uses of the Cod, CapeUn, Cut- 
ile^Fhhy and Seal, as they occur on 
the hanks of Notvfmmdland, and 
the Coast that Island and La- 
brador. Communicated in a Letter 
to Professor Jameson, by W. E. 
Cormack, Esq. 

Of the fishes of the British North 
.\incrican Seas, the most abundant is, 
lit the same time, tlie most important 
to man* The cod {Gadus Morhua) 
here holds dominion over all the ha- 
bitable ])arts of the ocean,— from the 
outer edge of the great banks of 
Newfouiidh^nd, which are more than 
:>00 miles from land, and more than 
JOO fathoms deep, to the verges of 
(‘Very creek and cxivc of the bounding 
coasts : it even ascends into the fi^sh- 
water. 

To support such a mass of living 
iMjings, the ocean sends her jieriodical 
masses of other living lieings ; and 
these, in the economy of nature, are 
next in importance, and, of necessity, 
in abundance in these seas. Nature 
furnishes two successive tribes of ani- 
mals as food for one tribe; and for 
the three together, this busiest part of 
the ocean seems to exist. 

The Cw/— The eod is accompanied 
at one season by shoals of myriads of 
the capelin {Salmo arcticus'), and at 
another by (Mjual hosts of that mollus- 
i*ous animal the cuttle-fish {Sepia Lo- 


ligo), called in Newfoundland^ the 
Squid. The three animals are migra- 
tory ; and man, who stations himself 
on the shores for their combined de- 
struction, conducts his movements ac- 
ccHrding to their migrations. By art, 
he Clotures annually more than two 
hundred millions of the cod with the 
capelfB, and one hundred millions with 
the cuttle-fidb. On the coast of La- 
brador, and in the north part of New- 
foundland, the cod is so abundant, that 
it is hauled on shore with lines in vasi 
quantities. Thus, by these three 
means, and the use of herrings ami 
dbell-fiA for bait, along tlie southern 
shores of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 
there is caught in the British North 
ALmerican Seas, upwards of four hun- 
dred millions of cod annually. 

There appear to be four varieties oi 
kinds of the cod in these seas ; but 
their history has not been sufficiently 
attended to, to determine their rela- 
tions to each other as 8|K*cies or va- 
rieties. The first is the bank-cod, found 
on the great bank, many miles from 
land ; tlie second is the shore-cod, 
caught in the bays around the shores, 
and in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
the third is the red-cod (Gadiis cal- 
larias), resembling the roc,k-cod or red- 
ware codling of Scotland, caught ncai 
the shores; the fourth and most re- 
markable, is what may be called the 
Sealheaded-cod, from its head resem- 
bling that of a seal or dog. The had- 
dock {Gadns Mg^finu^, of a larg( 
size, is also met with among the pro- 
per cod. All the kinds approach to* 
wards onuasize, and are caught and 
dried promiscuously by the fishermen 
The l^k-cod differs from the othei 
varieties in his place of resort, whicl 
is almost always on the banks, at f 
distance from land ; he is also largei 
and stronger, with larger scales and 
spots ; liis b(Kly is of a liglitcr coloiu 
throughout, with tlie spots more ge- 
nerally diffused, and more distinctly 
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marked ; liis flesh, too, is firmer. The 
ehore-cod resembles most the cod in 
a healthy state on the coasts of Bri- 
tain, and is that of which the greatest 
'quantity is caught, owing to its being 
most conveniently taken : the back is 
of a dusky brown colour ; the belly, 
silvery or yellowish, and the spots in 
general not remarkably distinct. The 
red-cod is, probably, larger than our 
rock-cod, and is not numerous. The 
seal-headed cod is of the same colour 
and size as the shorc-cod, and its head 
is, in like manner, covered with skin ; 
and it is comparatively rare. The 
young cod, tom-cod, or p^ley, swarms 
in summer in ail the har^urs and 
shallow waters. 

There are some other diflferences in 
the cod, which may partly arise from 
differenedpif latitude and of coasts 
where they are found. Thus, the 
farther north, the less oil is obtained 
from them, their livers being smaller ; 
and the bank-cod yields the least oil 
of any. 

The cod is sometimes caught six 
feet in length ; but there are accounts 
of its having been taken larger. All 
the kinds of cod obey the same gene- 
ral laws of migration. They shift ac- 
cording to the changes of temperature 
in their element, arising from the sea- 
sons, and with the supplies of food 
which invariably accompany these 
changes. The bank-cod seems to be 
the most stationary. 

As we advance northward from the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the migra- 
tions of the cod assume a more deci- 
ded character, and it striloes in in great- 
er abundance. This holds as far north 
as fishing-posts have yet been esta*- 
Wished on the coast of Labrador. The 
same applies to the migrations and 
abundance of the other fishes inhabit- 
ing these seas, more especially of those 
connected with the cml, and they arise 
together from the same general causes- 
la the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, Lat. 


45® 48®, particularly along the shores 
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ca- 
nada, And the adjacent islands, where 
sheil-fish are more abundant than far- 
ther to the north, and where, perhaps, 
in consequence, more other fishes re- 
main during the winter, the herring 
arrives in spring, about the same time 
that it arrives on the coasts of New- 
fouadland and Labrador, in April and 
May, when the cod, in consequence, 
becomes probably equally abundant at 
all places; but afterwards, worlds 
t)f food arrive on the coasts of New- 
foundland and Labrador; first, the 
capelin, over the shores of both these 
countries, and then, again, the cuttle- 
fish, around the shores of Newfound- 
land ; they never failing to bring in 
with them their hosts of cod, and to 
retain them at these shores during the 
summer. Neither the capelin, nor 
any equivalent, ever apjiears at the 
countries farther south, although the 
cuttle-fish visits, and sometimes in 
considerable quantities, the east coast 
of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton: 
Hence the pre-eminence of Newfound- 
land and Labrador as a fishing sta- 
tion, over every other part of the nor- 
thern hemisphere* 

At Labrador, and in the north part 
of Newfoundland, where the length of 
the summer is not more than six 
weeks or two months, the Jiook and 
line are often laid aside for the seine ; 
for it is necessary that enough of cod 
should be taken within the first two 
or three weeks, otherwise the remain- 
der of the warm weather would not be 
sufficient to dry it. Hence the cod- 
fishery, according to the present mode 
of curing, which is, with the excep- 
tion of a very trifling proportion, by 
drying the fish in the sun, cannot be 
carried m farther north than a certain 
.latitude. 

The fishery of Newfoundland coni- 
menccB in June, as soon as the capcliii 
appears on the coast, and cuds about 
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the be^iftniug of September, when the 
cuttle-fish begins to more off from the 
shores. The capelin is the bait used 
during the first month or six weeks, 
and after that the cuttle-fish. 

When bait is scarce, considerable 
numbers of cod are caught hy jigging / 
the jiggers being an artificial bait, 
with hooks afiUxed. 

The process of curing the cod re- 
quires about a month in favourable 
weather. 

Of the four hundred millions and 
upwards of cod tljat are taken annu- 
ally out of the British North Ameri- 
can Seas, about one hundred millions, 
or upwards of sixty thousand tons, are 
exported in a dried state by the Bri- 
tish, to the warm countries of Europe 
and America: Of the remainder, a 
part equal to double that of the Bri- 
tisli is taken away by the Americans, 
—a part by the French,— •and a part 
is consumed in the countries them- 
selves. 

It is from the livers of the cocl-fish, 
that the cod oil of commerce is made. 
Tliesc are exposed in casks, and somo- 
iimos in vats, to the sun, and the heat 
in all these countries is sufiicient to 
render them into oil. There is a fall- 
ing off some years, in the average 
quantity of oil obtained from the cod 
throughout the British fisheries; but 
as the French liavc the exclusive pri- 
vilege of fishing at those parts of the 
island where the different kinds of 
fish abound most, it is probable that 
the ([uaiitity of oil in proportion to the 
quantity of fish cau^it, including all 
the fisheries, in any one year, may not 
vary much. 

As the sun withdraws from the 
nortli, the tempcratiu*e of the surface- 
water decreases ; its vivifying princi- 
ple vanishes, and it is no longer invi- 
ting to the free inhabitants of the 
deep. The cuttle-fish begins to retire, 
and with it man ends his warfare with 
the cod. All feci the warning, and 


begin to retire to the strongholds in 
their respective elements, leaving the 
field of their industry and summer re- 
joicing, where air, earth, and water, 
had met in harmony together, soon to 
become the conflicting scene of an 
arctic winter. 

Of the Capelin . — The value of thi« 
delicate and interesting little fish may 
be estimated, when it is known to con- 
stitute the bait with which more than 
half the cod caught in these seas are 
taken. The capelin arrives on the 
coasts of the^ countries to spawn about 
the end of June, and departs about the 
end of July and beginning of xVugust. 
It arrives at Labrador about a month 
later, and remains from two to four 
months. Its numbers are often truly 
wonderful. Immediately :# its arri- 
val, it pushes its dense shoms into the 
small bays and creeks, as if to shun 
the jaws of the millions of its devour- 
ing enemies, the (‘X)d, and many other 
fishes, which had followed it from the 
deep, and which remain arrayed at a 
little distance, impatient for its de- 
struction. I'hese massive clouds of 
caj)elin are sometimes more than fifty 
miles long, and many miles broad. 
Their spawn is sometimes thrown uy) 
along the beaches, forming miisses of 
considerable thickness, most of which 
is carried back into the sea by a suc- 
ceeding tide or two. 

The capelin is six or seven inches 
in length ; although the males some- 
times occur nearly twice the ordinary 
size. It is caught for bait, in nets 
constructed of different forms for the 
purpose. It possesses some peculiar 
quality, which unfits it to be cured 
for domestic use like the herring, and 
is, therefore, merely dried in the sun. 
Whether the migration of the capelin 
is to and from the nortli sea, or limit- 
ed to the adjacent deep waters, does 
not appear to be yet well ascertained, 
uotwithstaudiiig that its appearance 
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and disapi)carancc at all parts of these 
coasts are M^atchcd, as im j)ortant events, 
by every fisherman. On the great 
scale, it is as regular and certain in its 
appearance and disappearance, as the 
lerring is on the coasts of Europe. It 
generally appears some days earlier at 
the south-east jparts of Newfoundland, 
than at the neighbouring parts of the 
island farther to the north ; and from 
its leading in the bank-cod to these 
places (asin 1825), it wouldsecm tohave 
come in from the Great Bank. There 
is little doubt that it is on the banks 
at certain seasons, as is shown, not 
merely by the circumstance of its ap- 
jrearing to have led in the cod from 
thence towards the shores, but by the 
fact, that, very early in spring, and 
some weeks before it appears every 
where at the shores, the C/Od on the 
banks tiike it very readily as a bait 
salted, when, at the same time, the 
cx)d at the shore will not take it in that 
state. It is well known, that the cod 
will take readily as a bait, on the great 
scale, that only which is its common 
food at the time ; and, in the present 
case, as soon as tlie capelin arrives at 
the shores, the bank-cod, which we 
infer to have followed it from the banks, 
not only continue to take it salted, but 
tbe sliore-cod, which refused it before, 
now take it fresh and salted promis- 
cuously. 

TIte Caifle-Fisk^Ahont the begin- 
ning of August, tbe throngs of capelin 
which had enlivened the shores, give 
way to throngs of the cuttle-fish. This 
animal seems to succeed the other, as 
if to supply immediately provision to 
the cod. It is of equal importance in 
Newfoundland us the caj)eliii, as it is 
Ihe bait with which the other half of 
the cod here is caught. 

The cuttle-fish does not appear at 
Labrador in quantities the same as at 
Newfoundland ;-»-from which it might 


be inferred that it migrates only to and 
from the adjacent deep waters. 

The common size of this animal is 
from 6 to I 6 inches in length ; but it. 
has been met with of colossal size. 
During violent galea of wind, hun- 
dreds of tons of tnem are often thrown 
up together in beds on the flat beaches, 
the decay of which spreads an intole- 
rable effluviuna around. It begins to 
retire from the coast in September. It 
is made no use of except for bait ; and 
as it maintains itself in deeper water 
than the capelin, instead of nets being 
used to take it, it is jigj^d ; a jigger 
being a number of hooks radiating from 
a fixed centre, made for the purpose. 
The cod is in best condition after ha- 
ving fed on it. 

When shoals of the cuttle-fish and 
of the capelin come in contact, the lat- 
ter always retreat, and from the wounds 
they carry with them, are suftcrers in 
an attack : These animals dart back- 
wards and forwards with a quickness 
whi<;h the capelin cannot escape. 

The cuttle-fish is supposed to im- 
part the crimson colour which the sea 
exhibits in various parts here, during 
the latter part of summer. The water 
of the harbour of St John's, two miles 
in extent, sometimes exhibits the 
nomenon. 

It may be unnecessary to say, that 
the migrations of the cod, of th(3 cai>e- 
lin, and of the cuttle-fish, arc only once 
a-year. 

0/ ike Newfoundland, ow- 

ing to its projecting into the Atlantic 
eastward from labrador, intercepts 
many of the immense fields and islands 
of ice, which, in the spring, move south 
from the Arctic Sea. These fields of 
ice, in their original formation, pre- 
sent, at their edges, a sufficient bar- 
rier against the inroads of the ocean ; 
and they are so extensive, that their 
interior parts, with the openings or 
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lakesintcrspersed^ notwithstandiDgtbc 
rage of elements around, remain se- 
rene and unbroken : Here arc tlic cho- 
sen transitoi-y abodes of millions of 
seals,^ — ^liere these animafsenjoy months 
of j)eace and security, to bring forth 
and nurture their young. Such fields 
collect on the coasts of Newfoundland, 
and, as it were, offer to the inhabitants 
the treasures they bring : The island 
is periodically surrounded bjr them for 
many leagues in all direct ions,~the 
inhabitants within the dazzling bul- 
wark being as impotent towards the 
rest of the world, as the rest of the 
world is towards them. 

The all-efficient sun, gradually re- 
turning, liberates the fields of ice from 
the shores to which they had for a 
time become attached, and enables man 
again to expose himself with impunity 
in his own element. 

In the month of March, upwards of 
SOO vessels, fitted out for tlie seal- 
fishery, are extricated from the icy 
liarbours on flic east coast of New** 
foundland ; — the fields are now all in 
motion, and the vessels plunge direct- 
ly into the edges of such as appear to 
liave seals on them ; — the crews, arm- 
ed with heavy firelocks and bludgeons, 
there Lind, and, in the course of a few 
Weeks, destroy nearly 300,000 of these 
animals for their fat and skins. The 
skins, with the fat which surrounds 
the body, are taken off together, and 
the scalped carcases left on the ice. 
When the vessels are loaded with these 
scalps, or otherwise, when the ice is 
scattered and dissolved by the adrau- 
cing spring, which it always is, ex- 
cept the islands, before the middle of 
May, they return to their reepective 
ports ; the fat is then separated from 
the skins, and exposed in vats to the 
heat of the sun, where, in from three 
to five weeks, it is rendered into the 
seal-oil of commerce. The field-ice ex- 
tends, with interruptions, more than 
200 miles off the land, but the vcsvsels 


in general have not to ^ so far to look 
for the seals : The fields are even met 
with at sea continuous in a northerly 
and southerly direction for that ex- 
tent, at that distance from land. 

As these fields of ice are not formed 
at Newfoundland, and only partially 
formed at Labrador, the herds of seals 
which are found on them, when they 
appear at these places, must have come 
from the sea farther north, where the 
main body of the ice is formed, viz. 
from the Greenland Sea, and that in 
the vicinity of Davis' Straits. The 
Greenland winter, it would appear, is 
too severe for these animals, and when 
it sets in, they accompany the field- 
ice, which winds and currents carry 
southward, and remain on it until it is 
scattered and dissolved in the ensuing 
spring, in about Lat. 45® N., or about 
200 miles south of Newfoundland. Old 
and young of these animals being then 
deserted in the ocean by their birth- 
place, nature points out to them the 
course to their favourite icy haunts, 
and thither their herds hurry over the 
deep to pass an arctic summer. Win- 
ter returns, and with it commences 
a^in their annual migration from la- 
titude to latitude. 

There are five different kinds of seals 
found on the field-ice at Newfound- 
land, all known in the Greenland seas. 
The three best known of which are, 
1st, The Harp (^Phoca groenLmdica)^ 
the one-year old of which is called the 
Bedliramer ; 2d, The Hood, or Howl- 
ed Seal {Phoca konind); and, 3d, The 
Stfuarefipper. The otW two kinds 
are the Blue Seal, so called from ita 
colour, which is as large as the Hood- 
ed Se^ ; and the Jar Seal, so named 
from its form resembling that of a jar, 
thick at the shoulders, and tapering 
off suddenly towards the tail; head 
small, body 4 or 5 feet long, the fur 
spotted, and it keeps more in the wa- 
ter than the other ice-seals. These all 
differ from the shore or harbour-seal 
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{Phoca vitulina) of these coasts* The 
iee-seals are alike migratory, and pro* 
miscuously gregarious ; they differ 
much in size, and the fish of them all 
is very unpakteable, unless to an ac- 
quired taste, more particularly that of 
the old ones, differing in this respect 
from the fiesh of the shcHre seal, some 
parts of which are very good. It re- 
mains to be proved, that some of the 
alleged differences in the ice-seals do 
not arise from age. Although the ice- 
seals, which are sometimes met with 
in herds of many leagues in extent on 
the ice, seem to have no ordinary means 
of subsistence, yet the hand of uner- 
ring Providence maintains both old and 
young excessively fat. The seal-hunt- 
ers often find fresh capelin and other 
animal substances in their stomachs. 

Notwithstanding the apparently im- 
mense annual destruction by man 
among the cod in these seas for more 
than two centuries, it does not appear 
that their numbers are at all diminish- 
ed, or that their migrations are in any 
way affected : Nor is it likely that 
they ever will be, if we may judge from 
the migratory fishes of £uro}ie that 
have b^n persecuted for many more 
centuries, between the North Cape 
and the South of England. 

It is not so, however, with those ani- 
mals which man can pursue in his own 
element ; thus, the walrus and the pen- 
guin, once abundant, may be said now 
to have entirely disappeared from the 
Gulf of St Lawrence. 

As the persecution of the seals in the 
field-ice increases, which it has every 
year since it commenced, it will be in- 
teresting to observe, at some fiiture 
day not far distant, the effect on their 
numbers. It is pot much more than 
30 years sina' any vessels ventured out 
among the ice at sea, purposely equip- 
])ed and manned for their destruction. 

The cod, the capelin, and the cuttle- 
fish, in their natural connexion, and 
the seal, or rather the cod and the seal, 
c onstitute the |>olitical value of Ncm'- 


foundland and Labrador, and render 
tliese otherwise desolate and inhospi- 
table regions the scene of rivalry of 
British, French, and American nation- 
al enterprise and industry. The day 
is not w distant when vessels will be 
fitted out direct from Britain for the 
seal^fiidiery at Newfoundland. 

On the Changes which the Laws of 
Mmialiiy have undergone in Europe 
wUhin the last Half Century, or from 
1775 to 1825. By M. Benoiston do 
Cliateauneuf. 

1. The physical circumstances amid 
which man is placed, the passions which 
animate him, and the political revolu* 
tions by which he is agitated, iniluence 
his organization, alter and modify it* 
The inhabitant of the north, free and 
happy, is not born, does not ]»ropagate, 
and dies not, like the suffering, un- 
happy, and enslaved inhabitant of the 
south ; and the calculations, whose olw 
ject is to determine the chances of his 
life, no longer afford the same results, 
when it is spent in affluence and inde- 
pendence, as they do when it is passed 
in poverty and servitude. 

2. These numerical results, there- 
fore, whenever they can be obtained, 
become the truest expression of the 
degree of well-being, which he owes to 
his institutions. Tliey furnish, says a 
celebrated English writer, Mr Mal- 
thas, more instruction regarding the 
internal economy of a people, than the 
most accurate observations of the tnw 
veller. 

3. In the last century, several philo- 
sophers occupied themselves in inves- 
tigating the laws of mortality, and the 
probamlities of the duration of life, at 
ail the periods by which its course is di- 
vided. AiCCording to their calculations, 
the following facts have been consider- 
ed as sufficiently established : — 

4. In a growing generation, the half 
died in the first ten years of existence, 
and even sooner. 
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5. Three-fourths had perished be- 
fore fifty years, and four-fifths at sixty ; 
or, in other words, of a hundred indi- 
riduals, fifteen only arrived at this age. 

6. From eighty to a hundred years, 
none remained : a whole generation 
had run its course. 

7. The general proportion of deaths 
was determined to be as one to thirty- 
two, and that of births as one to twen- 
ty-eight. 

8. It was reckoned that there was 
one marriage in a hundred and ten or 
a hundred and fifteen individuals, and 
that the degree of fecundity was pretty 
accurately represented by four children 
for each couple, although, at the same 
time, this, as well as all the other re- 
lations, was liable to vary according to 
the places. In Spain and Italy, there 
were only two children from each mar- 
riage ; in France and Russia four ; from 
six to eight in Germany, and from 
eight to eleven in Sweden. 

9. A 11 these facts were deduced from 
the calculations of Necker, Moheau, 
and the Pommelles, in France; those of 
Short and' Price, in England ; of Suss- 
milch, HI Germany, and of Fargentin, 
in Sweden. 

10. Such then, about the year 1780, 
were the princi})al laws to \vhich a 
more or less perfect state of society, 
a more or less active industry, and 
more or less limited means of exist- 
ence, subjected the course of human 
life in Europe. 

1 1 . Since then facts have increased, 
and at the same time have become more 
accurate, great political changes have 
taken place ; civilization and the arts 
of industry have advanced with rapi- 
dity ; and science demands that we 
examine what may have been their in- 
fluence upon human life. 

12. We have seen what were its 
laws half a century ago ; with the old 
state, let us compare the present. 

We have already said that the in- 
quiries into this subject were now fa- 
cilitated by the possession of more nu- 


merous and more extensive document^^ 
Of these documents we shall take the 
oificial accounts inserted in the differ- 
ent periodical collections, which have 
continueil to publish them with care 
for several years. We shall cite es]>e- 
cially of these collections, the Bulletin 
Universel des Sciences, by Baron Fe- 
russac, and the Amiales des Voya^ 
et de la (xcographie, by Messrs Eyri^ 
and Malte-Brun, &c^ 

13. At the period in which we write, 
1825, of a certain number of childnMt 
born in Europe, there dies in the first 
ten years, a little more than a thii*d 
(38.3 in 1 00), in place of the half (49.9), 
which formerly died. 

14. From birth to fifty years, tlireo- 
fourths of a generation (74.2) were 
found to be extinct. At present, tlip 
proportion of dead to living, in the 
same period of time, is not more than 
threertwentieths, or sixty-six. 

15. Lastly, twenty-three persons in 
a hundred now arrive at sixty, in jdace 
of eighteen, who attained that age half 
a century ago. 

iC. Tliesej>roportionsnrGmean terms ; 
taken separately they become still more 
favourable. Thus, in France, tlic pro- 
portion of those who survive at sixty 
years is 24.3 in the hundred, whilo 
formerly it did not exceed fifteen ( 1 4.7) 

These results, sufficiently remark- 
able of themselves, give rise to others 
which are not less so. 

17. From the 40th degree of latitude 
to the 65th, that is to say, upon a line 
which extends from Lisbon to Stock- 
holm, embracing an extent of about a 
thousand leagues, and in a population 
of sixty-five millions of individuals, 
which is comprehended by Portugal, 
the kingdom of Naples, France, Eng- 
land, Prussia, Denmark, and Sweden, 
the proportion of deaths is one in 40.3 ; 
that of births 1 in 30.1 ; that of mar- 
riages 1 in 123.3 ; and the fecundity, 
four children by each marriage. 

18. On comparbg these relations 
with those of the last century, wc are 
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its 


Mriicli with the diflfercnce which exists 
ill the actual mortality of early life at 
these two periods, a difference which 
is not less than that between 38 and 
150. 

1 9 . This difference would itself suf- 
fice to attest the happy effects of vac- 
cination, to which they are partly ow- 
ing ; but it also proves a great ameli- 
oration with respect to the cares be- 
stowed on childhood ; and those cares 
themselves indicate a greater prospe- 
rity and an improved condition in fa- 
milies. If we now reflect that it was 
especially in the lower classes that the 
mortality of children was enormous, 
we may conclude, that if these classes 
lose fewer at the present day, it is be- 
cause they are in a better state for ta- 
king care of them, and bringing them 
«!>• 

20. Nor is it less evident also, that 
if these same causes, as well as some 
others, had Hot extended their influ- 
ence beyond the years of childhood, 
they would only have had the melan- 
choly advantage of delivering over to 
death a greater number of victims in 
the stages which follow. The contra- 
ry, however, takes place, and at the 
prestmt day more individuals attain 
the fiftieth and sixtieth year than for- 
merly. Tlie action of these preserving 
causes of childhood must therefore con- 
tinue to operate upon the grown-up 
person during the remaining part of 
liis career ; and these preserving causes 
are in our eyes,, to sum them up into 
one which contains them all, an im- 
proved state of society, a more diffused 
civiliasation, from whence results a 
more happy and easy existence. 

21. Along with the fact of the di- 
minution of the *number of deaths, wc 
have to place a second, which equally 
results from the comparison of the 
two epochs, namely, that of the dimi- 
nution of marriages. They were for- 
merly in the proportion of one in a 
hundred and ten individuals ; they arc 


now in that of one to a hundred and 
twenty-three. This, which is a mean 
term, is even too high for some coun- 
tries. In France, where, according to 
the calculations of Nccker, there was 
one marriage in a hundred and eleven 
individuals, there is only reckoned one 
in a hundred and thirty-five. 

22. The natural consequence of the 
diminution of marriages is that of 
births. This diminution is always pro- 
portional to the increase of the pojiu- 
lation ; for while the proportion ol 
marriages to it has fallen from a hun- 
dred and ten to a hundred and twen- 
ty-three, and that of births from twen- 
ty-eight to thirty, it is yet remarked, 
that the one and the other are aug- 
mented in a certain degree. 

23. The feciuiidity would appear to 
have remained the same. In the ]>ro- 
sent century, as in the last, the nu- 
merical expression which represents it 
is always four children for each mar- 
riage. ilut this proportion is undoubt- 
edly not the true one, since we arc 
obliged to include among the births 
that of the illegitimate children, from 
the defect of proper distinctions in the 
accounts of births, especially in foreign 
countries. In France, the exact pro- 
portfibn of births to marriages is 3 . 9 . 

24. The marriages, as well as births, 
havediminishedin Europe within these 
fifty years, and yet the population is 
seen to increase. This apparent con- 
tradiction is explained by another fact, 
the very great diminution of the pro- 

f iortion of deaths. There was former- 
y one death in thirty-two individuals ; 
there is at present one in 40.3. This 
diminution of the mortality bears 
chiefly upon the earlier stages of life. 
There are, on the one hand, more 
newly-born individuals that survive, 
and on the other more adults that grow 
old. 

25. The necessary result of this lat- 
ter state of things is the prolongation 
of the middle period of life, which ap. 
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pears in fact to extend beyond the li- 
mits within which it was formerly 
conhned. 

The simultaneous diminution of 
the marriages and deaths in Europe at 
the present day confirms Mr Mal- 
tbus's observation, that whenever the 
deaths are numerous, the marriages 
are so also ; for then the vacuities 
must be filled up, and there is room 
for everybody ; and that, on the con- 
trary, whenever there are few deaths, 
there are also few marriages. The 
reason of this, in fact, is, that from 
the moment when the augmentation 
of individuals l)egins to fill all the 
paths of life, and to obstruct all its 
courses, the means of existence be- 
come more and more scarce and un- 


certain. People must then be much 
restrained from gratifying the desire 
of marrying, and having a family, by 
the difficulty which is foreseen of pro- 
viding for them. Thus, although it 
may appear paradoxical, it Is not tlte 
less true, that there comes a period 
when population forms an obstacle to 
population, and industry arrests indus- 
try. 

87* From all that has been stated, 
it would appear that the following con- 
clusions may be drawn : — 

88. The laws of mortality, such as 
they were established fifty years ago 
by the philosophers who were then en- 
gaged in their investigation, Jip|>car 
since that {leriod to have iin<h*rgone 
the following modifications : — 


Mortality of the Different Ages. 


From birth to tlie age of 10, 

•'>0, 

CO, 

Proportion of deaths, • 

births, 

mazriaj^ 1 

Pecundity, . • - 

89 . This table, without doubt, con- 
tains errors, owing to the incorrectness 
of several of the accounts given. There 
is a means, however, of remedying this 
defect, which would be, that in each 
country where the laws of its popula- 
tion, and the numbers which express 
them^ are well known, while they are 
only known through the medium of 
printing, which too often alters them, 
some person ac^customed to calcula- 
tions of this description, or even learn- 
ed societies, would^ publish accounts 


Old state. 

New State. 

50 in 100 

38.3 in 100 

74.4 

CC.0 

82.0 

77.0 ... 

1 : 32.2 

1 : 40.3 

1 : 27.7 

1 : 30.1 

: 110.4 

1 : 123.3 

4.0 

4.0 


similar to those which we have given. 
From these various elements, a gene- 
ral and accurate mean might then be 
obtained. 

It is with this view that wc have 
published the present note, and that 
we join to it the state of the popula- 
tion of France in particular, such as it 
was at the time of Necker in 17 ^ 0 , 
and such as it is at the present day in 

1885, according to tlie Annuaire du 
Bureau des Longitudes for the year 

1886. 


Old State in 10 years. 

Population, 
S4i800,0W inhabitants. 

Ilenths, * • .1 818.490 

Births, • • 9C.3.200 

Marriagea, • • 21,^.770 ’ , x 

Natural Childien, 20.480 ) 


New State in 7 yean. 

Population, 
80,100,000 inhabitants. 

281.230 

057.920 

224.570 
0S.7GO (j'i 
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Mortality at D'^ereni Ages. 

Old State in 10 years. 

New State in 7 years. 

From birth to the age of 10, 

50.0 in 100 

43.8 in 100 


74.4 

67.5 


81.0 

75.6 

Proportion of deaths, 

1 ! 30.2 

1: 39.0 

1 : 26.7 

1 : 31.7 

. • . • . marriages^ 

1 : ni.s 

1 : 135.3 

Fecundity, • - 

4.4 

3.9 


No\r, if we bring in connexion with 
these new laws of mortality, the poli- 
tical changes which have taken place 
in Europe within these forty years, 
and especially in France, we shall per- 
haps be correct, while at the same time 
it will afford us pleasure in thinking 
that good institutions and well regu- 
lated governments alone have^ this 
happy privilege, that, under their pa- 
ternal influence, human life is preser- 
ved and prolonged, while it is con- 
sumed, and is quickly extinguished, by 
injustice and oppression. 

We had concluded this note, when 
M. Durcau de la Malle, who is at this 
moment employed in very extensive re- 
searches regarding the ancient popu- 
lation of Italy, communicated to us the 
following result : 

His numerous readings have satis- 
fied him, that the senate first, and a& 
ter wards the Roman emperors, did 
not neglect in their administration 
any of the statistical accounts which 
several modern states collect at the 
present day, with so much pains and 
accuracy* He has even been enabled, 
by means of the various documents 
furnished by the digesie and the Ro- 
man laws, to reproduce the complete 
tables of the requisitions which the 
censors addressed to the citizens, and 
it is found that they entered into de*' 
tails in this respect, much more ex- 
tended than ours, regarding the sexes, 
ages, professions, the different kinds 
of cultivation, the number of slaves. 

But what is more interesting still, 


M. Bureau has discovered in tlic Pan- 
dects the calculations of the probabi- 
lity of life for all ages, and he has thus 
obtained proof that the mean duration 
of life in Italy was thirty years in the 
reign of Alexander Severus, towardi 
the end of the third century ; and it 
is known that this was also nearly its^ 
duration fifty years ago (twenty-eight 
years.) 

We leave to M. Bureau himself the 
task of presenting this fact in his work, 
surrounded by all the considerations 
which attach to it, and which will re- 
duce it to the place which it ought to 
occupy in science. But tlie fact itself, 
%vhicn at once connects what is with 
what has been, by making to disappear 
an interval of two thousand years, and 
which refers to so early a period the 
first recognitions of the laws of human 
life, appeared to us so curious and so 
interesting, that wc gladly availed our- 
selves of M. Bureau's permission to 
attach it to our note, and publish it. 

Gemral Observations on the former 
and present Geological Cmdition 
of the Countries discovered by Cap* 
tains Parry and Boss. By Pro- 
fessor Jameson* 

The observations made during the 
four Arctic Expeditions, viz. that un- 
der Captain Ross, and the three under 
Captain Parry, afford the following ge- 
neral facts and inferences : 

1* That the regions explored abound 
in primitive and transition rocks; that, 
although the secondary rocks occupy 
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considerable tracts, still their extent is 
more limited than that of the older for- 
mations ; that the alluvial deposites are 
not extensive ; that true or modem vol- 
canic rocks were nowhere met with; 
and that the only traces of the tertiaiy 
strata were found in the sandstones and 
clays connected with the secondary 
traps of Baffin’s Bay, 

2. That the primitive and transition 
islands were, in all j)robability, at one 
time connected together, and formed a 
continuous mass with the continental 
parts of America; and that, iittiic plains 
and hollows of this land were deposited 
the secondary limestones, sandstones, 
gypsum, and coal, and upon these again 
the tertiary rocks. 

3. That, after the deposition of these 
secondary and tertiary rocks, the land 
appears to have been broken up, and 
reduced either suddenly or by degrees, 
or partly by sudden and violent action, 
and partly by the long -continued agen- 
cy of the atmosphere and the ocean, 
into its present insular and peninsular 
form ; and that, consequently, the se- 
condary and tertiary formations were 
formerly, in those regions, more exten- 
sively distributed than they are at pre- 
sent. 

4. That, previous to the deposition 
of the coal- formation, as that of Mel- 
ville Island, the transition and primitive 
hills and plains supported a rich and 
luxuriant vegetation, principally of cryp- 
togamous plants, especially tne ferns, 
the prototypes of which are now met 
with only in the tropical regions of the 
earth. The fossil corals of the second- 
ary limestones also intimate, that be- 
fore, during, and after, the deposition 
of the coal-formation, the waters of the 
ocean were so constituted as to support 
p^lyparia, closely resembling those of 
the present equatorial seas. 

6. That previous to, and during, the 
deposition of the tertiary strata, these 
now frozen regions supported fon?sts of 
dicotyledonous plants, as is shown by 


the fossil dicotyledonous woods mot 
with in connexion with these strata in 
Baffin’s Bay, and by the fossil wood of 
Melville Island, Cape York, and Byam 
Martin Island. 

6. That the boulders or rolled blocks 
met with in different quarters, and in 
tracts distant from their original local- 
ities, afford evidence of the passage of 
water across them, and at a period sub- 
sequent to the deposition of the newest 
solid strata, namely, those of the ter- 
tiary class. 

7. That nowhere are there any dis- 
coverable traces of the agency of mo- 
dern volcanoes ; and we may add, that, 
in the Arctic regions, the only appear- 
ances of this kind are those in Jan 
Mayen’s Island, described by Scoresby. 

8. That the only intimations of old- 
er volcanic action are those afforded by 
the presence of secondary trap-rocks, 
such as basalt, greenstone, trap-tuffa, 
and amygdaloid. 

9. That the black bituminous coal, 
the coal of the oldest coal-formation, 
which some speculators maintain to be 
confined to the more temperate and 
warmer regions of the earth, is now 
proved, by its discovery in Melville 
Island, far to the west, and in Jaim*- 
son's Land, far to the cast, in Old 
Greenland, to form an interesting and 
important feature in the geognosiical 
constitution of arctic countries. 

10. That the red sandstone of Pos- 
session Bay, &c. renders it probable that 
rock-salt may occur in that quarter, 

11. That, although no new metalli- 
ferous compounds have occurred to gra- 
tify the curiosity of the mineralogist, 
yet the regions explored Captain 
Barry have afforded various interestmg 
and highly useful ones, such as octahe- 
dral or magnetic iron-ore, rhomhoidal 
or red iron-ore, prismatic or brown 
iron-ore, and prismatic chrome-ore, or 
chromate of iron ; also the common 
ore of copper, or copper pyrites ; molyl)- 
dena glance, or sulphuret of molybdena ; 
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ore of titanium ; and that interesting 
and valuable mineral^ graphite or black 
lead. 

12. That the gems» the most valued 
and most beautiful of mineral substan- 
ces, are not wanting in the Arctic re- 
gions visited by the expeditions, is pro- 
ved by the great abundance of the pre- 
cious garnet, which we doubt not will 
be found, on more particular examina* 
tion of the primitive rocks, to present 
all the beautiful colours and elegant 
forms for which it is so much admired. 
Rock-crystal, another of the gems, was 
met with, and also beryl and zircon. 

13. That these newly discoveredlands 
exhibit the same general geognostical ar- 
rangements as occur in all other exten- 
sive tracts of country hitherto exami- 
ned by the naturalist ; a fact which 
sti'engthens that opinion which main- 
tains that the grand features of nature, 
in the mineral kingdom, are everywhere 
similar^ and, consequently, that the 
Nunie general agencies must have pre- 
vailed generally during the formation of 
the solid mass of the earth* 

14. Lastly, That the apparent irre- 
gularities which, at first sight, present 
ilicmselves to ourattention, in the grand 
arrangements in the mineral kingdom, 
are the offspring of our own feeble 
powers of observation, and disappear 
when the phenomena are examined in 
all their relations. It is then, indeed, 
that the mind obtains those enduring 
and sublime views of the Deity, which, 
in geology, reward the patient observer, 
raise one of the most beautiful and in- 
teresting departments of natural science 
to its true rank, and prove that its re- 
lations connect, as it were, in the scale 
of magnitude, the phenomena of the 
earth with those more extensive ar- 
rangements presented to cm* intelli- 
trence in the planetary system, and in 
the grand frame-work of the universe 
itself. 


Overland Arctic Expedition, 

As any notice, however short, of the 
scientific doings of this enterprise, can- 
not fail to prove acceptable, we give 
the following details 

Fort Frmiklin, Great Bear Lake, 
February 0, 1 820. 

** Nothing of any importance has 
occurred since I wrote you last, ex- 
cept that we have received a friendly 
message from the Esquimaux, thronga 
the Sharp Eyes, a neighbouring tribe, 
who fre^ttent Fort Good Hope, the 
most northerly of the Company’s posts. 
On the 29th of November last, the 
S.W. quarter of the sky was cloudless, 
but of a pure emerald-green colour 
(compared at the moment with Syme’s 
book), soon fading away into monn- 
tain-^een. The rays of the sun set- 
ting to the S.S.E., at the same time 
tinged some clouds gold-yellow, ke. 
The aurora has not been so frequent, 
and our observations of course upon it 
are not so interesting, as at Fort En- 
terprise. As fai' as they go, they con- 
firm the few general remarks then ha- 
zarded, although 1 think not favour- 
able, in general, to Hansteen’s theory. 
With regard to facts, Captain Frank- 
lin’s observations and Hansteen’s seem 
to agree. The Edinburgh Philosophic 
cal Journal^ for March 1825, reached 
us last month, and has proved a great 
treat to us. 1 am glad to see it go on so 
vigorously. 

We expect, if everything prospers 
with us, and at present we have no rea- 
son to fear any misadventure, that we 
shall reach England early in November 
1827. This is rather too quick a move- 
ment for the pui-poses of science. Even 
a cursory view of the geology of the 
Rocky Mountains skirting Mackenzie’s 
River might occupy some months very 
pleasantly ; but the delay of a few days 
here is the loss of a season, and wo 
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cannot reckon on more than two months 
in the year for such puiposes.” 

Fort Franklin, Great Bear Lake, 
March 23, 1826. 

My BEAR Sir, 

In consequence of an imperfect, 
hut very interesting, Indian report of 
Captain Parry’s wintering on the coast, 
and which Ciq>tain Franklin is desirous 
of investigating, I have another oppor- 
tunity of writing to you tliis season. 
The particulars of the report, wh^ as- 
certained, will be transmitted to Mr 
Barrow, from whom y^^^may get 
them. 

I mentioned, in a formex letter, 
that a fonnation of lignite occurs in this 
quarter. The lignite has a slaty struc- 
ture, thinnish, or only moderately thidk ; 
and, when exposed td the atmosphere, 
cracks into forms generally nearly rec- 
tangular. Some portions, which are 
rather thick slaty, with a flat conchoi- 
dal fracture in the small, bear a very 
near resemblance to the slaggy mineral 
pitch or bitumen so common in die 
limestone formation of Slave River 
(zechstein ?). It is distinguished from 
it when put in the fire. 

<< In the more common form of the 
lignite, the surface of tlie elates is more 
dull and earthy, a brownish-black 
colom*, but yielding a shining streak. 
These slates are entirely composed of 
fragments, iiaving all the appearance of 
charred wood united together by a 
paste of more comminuted woody mat- 
tci', mixed perhaps with a minute por- 
tion of clay. In the paste, there are 
some minute perfectly transparent crys- 
tals, having the form of compressed four- 
sided prisms, and sometimes of tables. 
The fibrous structure d* the woody fmg- 
ments is fine, and the lustre resembles 
,diat of fresh well-made charcoal of 
brick. The structure is evidently exo- 
gemus* The fragments are genemlly 
small, hut, wlien several indies in dia- 
meter, their layers of structure are wa- 


ved and curved, as if they had been 
knots, wliich of course would not so 
easily break down as the other por- 
tions. One of my specimens shows a 
small grain, either of resin or of am- 
ber ; land 1 imve picked out of anothm* 
a membranous substance, which has all 
4he appearance of a portion of Ulva 
montana (Bot. App. Franklin’s Jour- 
ney), common here at the present time. 
I ii^ose this minute specimen, which 
has already suffered some diminution 
in the course of my examination of it. 
Muriatic acid produced no change in 
it ; but I was afraid to try the nitric 
acid, lest it should destroy it. 

When put into the fire the lignite 
bums witliout flame, and emits a very 
disagreeable stench, unlike that of either 
peat or of sulphur. The combustion 
does not cease when the coal is remo- 
ved from the fire, but goes on slowly, 
until there is only a brownish-red 
remaining, not one-tenth of the origi- 
nal bulk of the specimen. 

The beds of lignite lie on the east 
side of Bear Lake River, where it joins 
the Mackenzie, are in the aggregate six 
or seven yards thick, and ai^e covered 
by a thick bed of loose sand. They 
wm'e on fire when Sir A. Mackenzie 
discovered the river (in 1789), and 
have continued burning ever since. At 
the distance of a few hundred yards up 
the Bear Lake River, there are some 
thick beds of a coarse, bluish-grey, 
earthy- looking sand-stone, (very like 
that on the north side of the Calton- 
Hill,) dipping at a small angle under 
the lignite. They were not seen in ac- 
tual contact. On the opposite side of 
Bear Lake River, which is 200 yards 
wide, a craggy hill of (carbonifei ous ?) 
limestone rises abruptly to the eleva- 
tion of 400 feet. About 30 mile's far- 
ther up Bear Lake River, and nearly 
east from its mouth, tlie stream cuts 
the base of another limestone hill, of 
similar form and height, belonging to a 
chain of (pai tly tiausitiou?) hills, which 
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vm» N.W. and S.E. through a flat 
country. At the foot of the nearly yer- 
tical limestone, but separated from it 
by a small rivulet, there are thick ho- 
rizontal beds of sandstone, resembling 
that at the mouth of Bear Lake River. 
Upon this sandstone lie a number of 
thm beds of bituminous riiale and sand- 
stone, which weather easily. In the 
shale there are impressions of ferns 
(polypodiacese,) and in the slaty sand- 
stone lepidodendra. I have had no op- 
portunity of examining these rocks, ex- 
cepting very cursorily, as we passed 
them in the boat, a^ occasionally 
snatched a specimen; but I purpose, 
if the snow disappears long enough be- 
fore the opening of the navigation, to 
visit them carefully this spring. The 
finest sections on the banks riie ri- 
ver will be hid by accumulatioHS of ice 
till the autumn.’* 

Meteoric Skme^A meteoric stone, 
weighing 16 pounds 7 ounces, fell from 
the air at Nanjemoy, Maryland, 10th 
February 1825. It was taken from 
the ground about half an hour after its 
fall, was sensibly warm, and had a sul- 
phureous smell. It had a bal'd vitreous 
surface ; its interior was earthy, and of 
a light slate-colour ; aond contained nu- 
merous hard, brown globules of various 
sizes, together with small portions of 
iron-pyrites. 

PlcUinafomd in Hiis mi- 

neral lias been discovered in the Ura- 
lian Mountains, and, like the platina of 
Cboco in South America, associated 
with fragments of greenstone. The 
grains are rich in osmium and iridium. 
At Choco the grmns contain osmium, 
iridium, and paladium ; in the Brazils 
alone, grains of paladium are found 
mixed with grains of platina, gold, and 
diamonds. 


Notice regarding a Phmommm 

ved in the Mand of Meleda^ in tlie 

Province of Ragusa. 

The Island of Meleda, where the oc- 
osnrence rimt we are about to rekte 
took place, is situated in the Adria- 
tic Sea, opposite the territory of Ra- 
gusa, of which it forms a part. Its 
length is seven leagues, and its great- 
est breadth one. About the middle of 
the island is situated the valley of Ba- 
binopoglie^ half a league in breadth, 
and surroiiaded with pretty high moun- 
tains* A village of the same name oc- 
cupies the centre of the valley. On the 
20th March, at day break, a noise was 
beard for the first time at Babinopo- 
glie, similar to the report of a cannon ; 
which, although it appeared to be the 
result of distant explosions, caused a 
sort of shaking in the doors and win* 
dows of the bouses of the village. This 
noise was heard daily after. During tbe 
three first months, the inhabitants were 
undecided regarding the place from 
whence these noises proceeded ; some 
thinking that a vessel was exercising 
in the open sea, or in one of tbe ports 
of Dalmatia ; others that the Turkish 
artillery were training in one of the 
towns of the Ottoman frontier. These 
conjectures serve to show, that tlie re- 
ports were not accompanied with any 
local symptoms of earthquake, or any 
motion of the atmosphere. The gover- 
nor of the island posted people on the 
heights around Babinopoglie to disco- 
ver, if possible, the dii'ection from which 
the sound came ; but they were unable 
to observe any constant direction, as 
tbe sounds were heard sometimes on 
one side, sometimes on another, and 
sometimes over head. The governor 
himself went down into some deep and 
spacious caverns, that existed in the 
island, but here tliere reigned a perfec t 
Silence. The effect was most sensible 
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at Babmopoglie, and diminislied from 
this point, so as to be scarcely percep* 
tiUe at the extremities of the island. 
There were four, ten, or even a hun- 
dred detonations in the day ; their loud- 
ness increased to such a degree, that 
they might be likened to the reports of 
a gun of large caliber. They took place 
in all seasons, at every hour of the day, 
whether the weather was fine or stormy, 
whether the tide was flowing or ebb- 
ing, and whether the sea was calm or 
agitated. It was in the month of 
August 1823 that they became most 
violent. No rain had fal]ei|. lor four 
months; the brooks were iied up, 
and the rivers of the mainland were 
very low. Things went on thus until 
the month of February 1824. A si- 
lence of seven months then ensued ; but 
the reports commenced again in Sep- 
tember, and continued until the middle 
of March 1825, although they were 
much wealcer, and at greater intervals. 
They then ceased, but it cannot be 
known whether this silence is to be 
permanent. There have been inter- 
missions of several months during the 
phenomenon, but the cessation of the 
noise was preceded by very loud re- 
ports, aud before this last cessation 
they became weaker and weaker. The 
reports were never accompanied with 
any luminous appearance ; no local mo- 
dification of the atmosphere was obser- 
ved during their continuance ; the ba- 
rometer and electrometer manifested 
no extraordinary movement. Nor was 
there any true earthquake, although 
the doors and windows were shaken. 
The nature of the sound indicated no- 
thing subterraneous, but rather an ex- 
plosion in the surrounding atmospliere. 
Dr Stulli of Ragusa, who nairates the 
above details, supposes these reports 
Uf ihave been occasioned by the emis- 
sion, of quantities of gas elaborated by 
some volcanic fire, situated beneath the 
island, or commouicating with it, which, 


on escaping, struck the air with vio- 
lence, and so produced the repoi:ts»-— 
JBUdiotlieqm Universdle, 

Geognosy of Palestine ^ — From the 
observations of Frofessor Hall, Dr 
Clarke, and other naturalists, it ap- 
pears, that Palestine is principally com- 
posed of secondary limestone, intermin- 
gled with trap-rocks ; and the follow- 
ing, among other facts, are illustrations 
of the tnith of this position. The coun- 
try between Jerusalem and Jafla is of 
compact limestone ; the hill on which 
Nazareth is built is of a grey-coloured 
compact limestone ; the Reid of Blood, 
mentioned by St Matthew, is of friable 
limestone ; David’s Cave, mentioned in 
1 Samuel, xxiv. appears to be situa- 
ted in limestone ; the Mount of Olives 
is of limestone, in pajrt granular ; lime- 
stone occurs in the Valley of Jehosa- 
phat ; the rocks around the Pool of Si- 
loah are of limestone ; a beautiful gra- 
nular, foliated limestone, or marble, 
occurs at the Gra^e of Lazarus ; on 
Mount Zion, the rocks are of a con- 
choidal greyish siliceous limestone ; 
Mount Lebanon appears principally 
composed of limestone; Mount Car- 
mel is interesting, on account of the 
large balls of quartz contained in the 
limestone,— these balls have been de- 
scribed as petrified melons, but are 
merely of quartz in the state of horn- 
stone, and including layers of calce- 
dony, and crystals of quartz; all the 
rocks around Jerusalem are of compact 
limestone, and the numerous tombs in 
the neighbourhood of that city are hewn 
in bard, compact limestone; Mount 
Tabor, Bethel, Ciqiemaum, also aflbrd- 
ed specimens of limestone to the Ame- 
rican missionary, the Rev. Pliny Fisk, 
to whom Professor Hall was indebted 
for the collection from the Holy Land, 
which he has described in the Num- 
ber of Silliman’s American Journal of 
Sciences and Arts for June 1825* 

0 
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Hare Scottish Plants. — In a walk 
through the island of Skye, the west of 
Ross-shire, and Sutherland, to Caith- 
ness, in August last, Dr Gmham and 
Mr John Home ascertained the follow- 
ing new stations for some rare Scotch 
plants ; — Apargia Taraxici^ Aralnshis^ 
pida glabrous variety., Luzula. arcuatay 
Aira loivigata vwiparay Ccrastiam la^ 
tifoliumy on disjointed quartz rock, near 
tlie summit of Fonniven, a mountain 
about 3000 feet high, top of Loch In- 
chard in Sutherland ; the last also on 
Ben-Hope, on micaceous rock. Salix 
stuartianay Carex capillnrisy Serratula 
alpinuy Arahis hispida hairy variety y 
on micaceous rocks of Ben-Hope. The 
Arahis hispida is abundant on Fonni- 
ven, as well as Ben-na-Callich,in Skye ; 
growing, not on damp spots near the 
sides of rivulets, as has been stated, hut 
always among dry loose stones, at or 
near the summits. The species is by 
far most frequently smooth, no hairy 
specimen hut one, picked on Ben-IIope, 
having been seen. It is said to he fre- 
quently hairy in Mull. Carex limosay 
Batcall Moss, between Loch Inchai’d 
and Old- Shore. Carex pulla, shore south 
of eastern extremity of Crinan Canal, 
andCoruiskjtop of Loch Scavaig, Skye, 
Malaxls p(diulosa y^idc. of a stream lead- 
ing from Ben-na-Callich to Loch Slap- 
j)en, in Skye, about one-fourth of the way 
up the mountain ; in considerable quan- 
tity in one small spot. Stachys ambiguay 
a!)undant n(‘ar Air(l,and at Uig, in Skye. 
Petula namiy low moor between 15en- 
Hope and Tongue, and at the foot of 
Ben-Loyal. Aspidium dilatatumy a re- 
markable variety, with long straggling 
alternate pinme, Ben-Loyal, towards 
Tongue. Subularla aquaiicay in Sword 
Loch, near the confines of Sutherland 
and Ross-shire, and in the river Kerry, 
at Kerrysdale, Gareloch; in this last 
Bituation, it had been previously seen 
by Dr Woodforde. Orobanche rubray 
aear the Spar Cave, Loch Sla|)pen, ainl 
on the shor(‘ at Stenchall. Sk\e. This 
VoL, xix. I'AHT II. 


plant was, this autumn (1825), for the 
first time in England, found by Dr 
Woodforde at the Devil’s Frying-pan, 
Cornwall. Cirema lutetianay Tober- 
mory, island of Mull. This is the plant 
of the Flora Britannica, and quite dif- 
ferent from the common luxuriant va- 
rieties of Circcea alpinay whether it be 
specifically distinct or not. Pthmda 
Scoticay in great abundance around 
Westfield, near Thurso. SciiUdlaiia 
galericulata grows in abundance 011 
many parts of the West (’oast, on heaps 
of dry gravel above the high-water mark, 
and even on a dry stont* wall south of 
the eastern entrance to the (h-inan Ca- 
nal. Veronica oJficinaUs var, rigiduy 
cliffs by the shore, near Portree, Skye. 
Till specimens in flower can be obtain- 
ed, this may be considered a variety of 
K offiemaUsy though there is much rea- 
son to believe it distinct. Leaves lan- 
ceolate, shaiply, rather deeply, and 
sometimes twice toothed, shining, and 
very thick and rigid. Stems many, pros- 
trate, rooting, nearly devoid of hiiirs; 
common flower-stalks covered with yel- 
low pubescence ; spik(‘ crowded ; cap- 
sules more wedge-shaped, and less 
notched than in W ojficmalis ; slightly 
hairy. These ]>lants are distinguished 
from V. Allionii by the shape of their 
leaves, and the depth of the serratures ; 
and they are more rigid than any foreign 
spcciniena wliich Dr Graham has seen. 

Palls in the Stomach of Fishes . — 
A globular substance is found on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, which has 
much resemblance to the balls of hair 
formed in the stomach of oxen, goats, 
and some wild animals, but which ap- 
pears to be produced by an agglomera- 
tion of the leaves of zostera viarina in 
tlie stomach of certain fishes. The peo- 
ple use them in many places on the coasts 
of Spain for keeping fire alive in the 
hou.se. Before putting out the fire, 
which they may have been iisi/ig for 
domesth’ purposes, they Kindle nne ol 
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these balls by applying it to a piece of 
burning coal, and then deposit it in a 
comer of the chiuiney. The fire spreads 
slowly, so as not to consume tlic ball 
within less than twenty-four hours, by 
which means a light may he obtained 
at any time . — Bullet Univers. August 
1825. 

East Indum Unicoriu — It having 
been asserted by the BhoteaSy that an 
animal, called by tliem the C/iirseCy was 
the Unicorn^ and tlie horns which they 
produced proving that they spoke of 
no imaginary creature, exertions wore 
made, we are told in the Calcutta Orien- 
tal Magazine, to procure a specimen of 
the animal in question. Accordingly, 
the skin of one was sent to the resilient 
at Atamandra^ with the horns attached, 
showing th(*, animal to be no unicorn, 
but an antelope, of a species apparently 
new. Tiiore tvas no possibility of jiro- 
curing it alive, as it frequents the most 
inaccessible part of the snowy moun- 
tains, among the haunts of the musk 
deer, and is exceedingly vigilant and 
easily alarmed. It is alleged, that al- 
though the animal produced has two 
horns, yet, that some individuals of the 
species Jiave only one horn. The di- 
mensions, so far as they could he taken 
from a shrivelled skin, were as follows : 
1 otal length 5 feet 8 inches ; length of 
body 4 feiit 2 indies ; lengtli of head 10 
indies; length of horns 2 fcet 1.^, indies; 
tail 8 inches ; ears 41* inches. The colour 
is bluish grey, inclining to red, especially 
on the back; the hair, about an indilong, 
and rcsemljling in structure that of the 
musk, with a mixture of very soft wool 
lying close to the skin. The forehead is 
nearly black, as well astlie legs; the belly 
white ; the snout whitish ; th(i horns are 
placed very near each other, on the hack 
of the head, and marked with annular 
prominences, which are most conspicu- 
ous on tJie upper side of the Jiorn. The 
animal here imperfectly described, if a 
distinct species, will furnish an int* - 


resting addition to the very extensive 
family of antelopes ; but, as Cuvier re- 
marks, it is surprising to find men still 
persisting to search for what the esta- 
blislied laws of organic nature demon- 
strate to he a physical impossibility, 
namely, a ruminating animal, with a sin- 
gle liom placed upon the frontal suture. 
That the Chirsee slioukl occasionally 
have only one horn, we can very readily 
believe, because sudi an occurrence is 
not uncoininon among antelopes, l>ut 
it is not natural, being merely the eifect 
of accident; and as tlie horns of tliis 
Species are described as being very closti 
upon each other, the loss of one of them 
might easily induce an ignorant person, 
who had seen or procured an animal so 
mutilated, to imagine it a true unicorn. 

Bcmarlis on smm Marine Fishes^ and. 

on their Ceor/ra 2 )hi€al Dlstrifmtion. 

By M.M. Quoy and Gaimard. 

Tills memoir is a general account of 
the observations which these two luilu- 
mlists have made, during the voyage of 
the corvette Urania, round the worhh 
It will contributes to throw some light 
upon the hitherto little investigated 
manners of tlie fishes which inhabit lh<‘ 
vast solitudes of the ocean, and will 
serve as a point of dejiarture, for con 
necting one day the observations which 
long voyages cannot fail to furnish to 
the attentive observer. Fishes, in fact, 
from the nature of the element wliich 
they inhabit, aremore imperfectly known 
than the other classes oforgmiized beings 
which are more easily subjected to in* 
vcBtigation. But a real obstacle, wdiich 
will long prove detrimental to the ad- 
vancement of Ichtliyology, is the litth 
time which naturalists can devote oi; 
voyages to this study, in the richest 
and least known seas. Some genera) 
data are ably developed by our authors, 
wlio, besides, trace the limits of the ]>ri- 
rallels wliich C(‘rtain fishes aifect. At 
lh(' head <»l the wliich roam 
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large througli tlic solitudes of the ocean, 
they place the shark, giving new ac- 
counts of it, foreign to the popular his- 
tones, to whicli certain navigators have 
given their assent. They think, con- 
trary to the opinion of M, Noel do la 
Moriniere, that the Sgualus CareJia*' 
rias inhabits every sea that they have 
visited. Speaking of tlie ('ory phenes 
and Scombri, they exhil)it to us the 
swarms of these voracious fishes j)lough- 
ing the seas in all directions, without 
fixed limits. Then, passing to the equa- 
torial zones, they paint the brilliancy 
and richness of colouring whicli nature 
has imparted to the species which live 
in the midst of the coral-reefs, where 
they rival, in the vivacity and the deli- 
cate blending of their tints, the purest 
and most brilliant productions of the 
vegetable kingdom. Of this kind are 
the Cluctodom^ Glyphisodons^ Poma- 
ceiitri, AcaniJmri, &c. On tlio other 
hand, in the places when* the waves 
dash with liny upon the rocky shores, 
there live by ])reference, the tribe of the 
PalisteSyi\\i^. Lahroidcs^ the SomplMses^ 
IJiacopdy Scari, and Caranges, But 
in all, according to our authors, gold 
and silver mingle their hues tvith the 
prismatic tints ; everywhere in the tor- 
rid zone, the same phenomenon mani- 
fests itself. They also afiinn, that tlic 
descriptions of Renard, which were so 
long supposed to be the products of 
imagination rather than the result of 
actual existence, arc perfectly correct 
with regard to the marvellous rellec- 
tions of colour ; and that if th(*re be er- 
rors in the case, they exist in the repre- 
sentations of the forms. But, in pro- 
portion as W(! recede from the zone, 
which is constantly warmed by tor- 
rents of heat, the rich livery of certain 
beings disappears, and giv(*s jilace to 
duller tints. It is chiefly the fishes of 
New-Holland, Port-Jackson, the Cape 
of Good Hope, the Rio de la Plata, 
that are adduced as examples, although 
^his modi(n*al ion of life oxjieriences nu- 


merous exceptions oven in our own 
countries. Rio Janeiro, placed luulei' 
the tropics, forms an exception to this 
rule, however ; and the most common 
fishes have dull colours, and are in ge- 
neral Pays, and several species of the 
family of Salmones, such as the Curr^> 
niates, Hydrocynes^ &c. The Volcanic 
Sandwich Islands are chiefly peopleil 
with Labroids^ wliich again ajipear not 
to have adopted the coasts of the Mo- 
luccas and Marian Islands, althougli 
abounding in corals and plants. Last- 
ly, they indicate, in concluding, both 
the fishes, which, wandering from thm'r 
native haunts, follow ships, sheltering 
themselves under tht*ir keel, and those 
which various navigators have fallen in 
with in thick shoals in a dead state, and 
destroyed by causes still little known. 
This memoir, tlie result of observalioiiB 
full of sagacity, will be most bigbly ap- 
preciated by those who liavc Jiad an 
opportunity of judging on the* spot of 
the facts which they have described 
with accuracy. — Ann, dcs Sc. Nat. 

Steam Navigatmi. — ^While a great 
steam-vessel is crossing the Atlantic- 
Ocean from the mouth of the Thames 
to the nioutli of the Gang(‘s ; while 
other English vessels of the same de- 
scription are intended to eslahlish com- 
munications between Alexandria and 
the Island of Malta, several underta- 
kings of a like natun*, although not so 
extensive, are daily ti^nding to giv<* a 
greater activity to tliij navigation be- 
tween the trading ports, upon the lak(*s 
and in the internal seas of Europe*. A 
Rteam-hoat goes from Hamburg to T-.011- 
doii in sixty hours ; Another navigates 
between Kiel and Copenhagen, across 
the Baltic : A company is forming at 
Copenhagen, at this moment, for esta- 
blishing a steam-boat upon the Kate- 
gatt : A steam-hoat navigates the (Jidf 
of Finland, between tlie capitals of Jhis- 
sia and Sweden ; A boat of a new con- 
struction has arrived at SioclJiolnr ii) 
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order to be employed upon the groat 
lakes which open to Sweden a naviga- 
tion, independent of the passage of the 
Sound. The trial of a steam-boat upon 
the Danube, between Vienna and Seni- 
lin, has not entirely answered ; but it is 
believed tliat an improvement in the 
construction of the vcsscfl will remedy 
the inconveniences which liave been 
experienced. This communication will 
facilitate the commerce between Con- 
stantinople and all the northern parts 
of Turkey. The beautiful lakes of the 
Alps are beginning to be filled with 
steam -boats ; those of the Lake of Con- 
stance are in full activity ; that of the 
Lac Majeur is building. These ves- 
sels, and the new roads, will render 
twice as quick the communications be- 
tween Augsbourg, on the one hand, 
and Milan and Genoa, on the other. 
An enterprise in which France is more 
directly interested, is that of the navi- 
gation from Mayence to Kchl. For the 
whole voyage from Rotterdam to Kelil, 
the following are the calculations of the 


times and distances : — 




* 

h. 

m. leagues. 

From Rotterdam to Cologne, 

37 

30 

»0 

Cologne to Coblentz, 

14 

10 

10 

f "oblentz to Afayence, 

13 

ri3 

21 

Mayence to Maiihcim, 

11 

21 

It; 

Manhcim to Schroeck, 

11 

24 

14 

Sliroeck to Fort-Louis, 

12 

23 

10 

Fort-Louis to Kehl, 

11 


0 

111 

45 

140 


Populatio7i . — In Great Britain, the 
number of individuals in a state to bear 
arms, from the age of 15 to 60, is 
2,744<,84<7. The number of marriages 
is about 98,030 yearly ; and it has been 
remarked, that in sixty-three of these 
unions there were only three which Iiad 
no issue. The number of deaths is about 
332,708 yearly, which makes nearly 
25,592 monthly, 6398 weekly, 914* 
daily, and forty hourly. The deaths 
among the women are in proportion to 
those of the men as fifty to fifty-four. 


Tlic married women live longer than 
those who continue in celibacy. In the 
country, the mean term of the number 
of children produced by each mamage 
is four ; in towns the proportion is seven 
for every two marriages. The number 
of married women is to the gtmeral num- 
ber of individuals of the sex as one to 
three ; and the number of married men, 
to that of all the individuals of tlie male 
sex, as three to five. The number of 
widows is to that of widowers as thre(» 
to one ; hut the number of widows who 
many again, is to that of widowers in 
the same? case, as seven to four. Tin* 
individuals who inhabit elevated situa- 
tions live longer than those who reside 
in less elevated places. The Jialf of the 
individuals die before attaining the age 
of seventeen years. The number of 
twins is to that of ordinaiy births as one 
to sixty-five. According to calculations 
founded upon the hills of mortality, one 
individual only in 3126 attains the age 
of 100 years. The number of hirtlis of 
the male 8(ix is to that of the female 
sex as ninety-six to ninety-five. 

Tables for co9irerti77ff Scotch Land Mea- 
sure mio Imperial Land Measure^ 
and for jindwg the llent. Produce, 
or Value of an English Acre, havmg 
given that of a Scots Acre. 

Before the act for ascertaining and 
establishing uniformity of weights and 
measures was passed, there was no cer- 
tain rule for determining the proportion 
of the Scots to the English acre, on ac- 
count of the want of agreement among 
suiTeyors as to the exact k'ligth of the' 
Scotch ell. Now, however, the length 
of the ell has been ascertained by a caie- 
ful and scientific measurement, and the 
result as well as th(^ proportion of lh(? 
Scots to tlio English acrcj dechu*ed by 
a Jury ap[>ointed by the Sheriff-depute 
of the county of Eclinhurgh. Their ver- 
dict, which is dated 4th February 1826, 
finds*, that the standard Scots ell, at lh(^ 
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temperature of 62® of Fahrenheit, con- falls, and ells, into Imperial acres and 
tains 37.0598 Imperial standard inches ; the decimal fraction of an acre ; and by 
and, consequently, that the Scots chain the second, having given the rent or 
contains 74. 11 96 Imperial standard feet, value of the produce of one, or anynum- 
and that the Englisli or Imperial acre her of Scots acres, the rent or value of 
has to the Scots acre the proportion of the produce of the same number of Im- 
1 to 1.26118345. From these data, perial acres may he found. Their con- 
the two following concise Tables have struction is sufficiently obvious, and 
been constructed. 1 he first serves to their application must be manifest from 
convert any numherofScotsacres, roods, the examples which follow them. 

Tabkfor converting Scots Acres, Roods, S^c, into Imperial Acres, 


■ 


■i 


.5 

0 

7 

H 


Scoots 

ACTCS. 


Iinpcria' 

Acres. 


1.2Gn83i5 
2.5223G690 
3.78355035 
5.04.473380 
0.30591725 
7.50710070 
8.82828415 
10.08!) 1.6760 
11.3506.7105 


■UMII 


1 .31530 

2 ,63059 

3 .94589 



.000219] 
.000438 
.00067 
.00088 
.00109 
.00131 
.00153 
.00175 
.00197 ; 


Table for fmling ilte Rent, Prodme, S^c, of an Imperial Acre, having given 
time of a Scots Acre, 
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Exampi.k of use of Table I. — Convert 
32oH Scots Acres 2 11. 31 F. 28 K. in- 
to Imperial Acres : 

Tinp(‘ria1 Aoi't's. 

Scots Acres = 


o 

Hoods 

— 

,63059 

:;o i 
i ! 

! Fulls 

1 

( 

[ .23617 
( .00788 

20 i 


_ 1 

; .00 438 


^ i'JlS 

1 


» .00175 


1000 
200 L 


{ 


37H3.55035 

2.'i2.23()(i9 

C3.0591T 

10.08947 


Examplh of use of Table 11.— A Scots 
Acre was sold for £H2 : 12 : 9 ; bcncc 
find the value of an Imperial Acre? 


80) 

Pounds = 

{ X*G3.i325 
1 1.5858 

'Si 

Shill. = 

^ .3965 

i .0793 

9 

Pence = 

.0297 

V^aluc of Imp. A. = 

X‘65.<i2.38 

= 

= X*65 : 10 : 5j\, 

T 


Imperial Acres, 4109.81675 
= 4109 A. 3li. 10 P. 20.6 Y. 


It may be useful to surveyors to know that the exact length of the Imperial Chain 
lias been laid down on the parapet in front of the Edinburgh University buildings. 


Watcr-spoKts in the Irish Chanml , — 
Mr vTames Mackintosh, an accuiatc and 
int(*lligent observiT, keeper of the Lower 
Light-liouse on tlie Calf of Man, in his 
monthly report to Ilobert Stevenson, 
Esq. engineer to tlie Northi'm Light- 
houses, nu'ntions, tliat on the morning 
of Tuesday tlie 14 th November (182G), 
at a quarter to ton (/clock, he witnessed 
a remarkable phenomenon. The morn- 
ing w^as clear, the wind from the east, 
inclining a little to the north, when he 
observed a column of wfiter rising from 
the sea, oif K<*gger Point : this column 
was about the Ji(‘ight and diameter of 
the lower lighthouse tower (which is 


fifty feet high, and eighteen in diame- 
ter), and there was the appearance of a 
smoke or fine spray on the lop. It seem- 
ed to !)e in rapid revolution, and like- 
wise made great progress out to sea, 
maintaining the same figure till lost in 
the distance. This first column was im- 
mediately followed by a similar appear- 
ance from the same point, and which 
took the sam(» direction. Falironlieit’s 
thennoin(»ter was at 4G® ; and the ba- 
rometer fell to 28..52 on tlie evening of 
Monday the 13th, hut had risen to 
20.4G wlibii the watcu-spouts w(*re ob- 
served on the nioraiiig of tlie Hlh. 
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EMINENT CHAUACTEES DECEASED. 


Tfije Earl of Chichester-^Bishop of Durham — Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles 
—Dr Milner — Mr Lindley Murray— Bishop of Calcutta — Lord Gifford— 
Dr Shipley— The Hon^ Christopher Help Hutchison— Bishop of Ctoyne— 
M* Von Wtber—Mr Michael Kelly— John Farquhar^ Esq, — Mr Charles 
Incledon—Mr Edward Knight— Charles MiUs^ Esq^—John Pinkerton^ 
Esq. 

The eahl of Chichester ; Gardens, on April 28, 1756, was about 
BARON PELHAM— HIS MAJESTV’s seven years at Westminster school, and 
POST-MASTER-GENERAL — A FRi- finished his education at Clare-Hall, 
VY COUNCILLOR IN IRELAND, AND Cambridge. 

F,R.s. His entrance on public life was as 

commander of the Sussex militia, in 
This highly-honoured and esteemed which aituation Lieutenant -Colonel 
nobleman was descended from a long Pelham, hy the urbanity of his man- 
line of patrician ancestors. Thomas ners, and his strict attention to the du- 
Pelham, Esq. son of Thomas Pelham, ties and discipline of the regiment, at- 
of Stanmer, Sussex, succeeded, on the tracted and retained the regard of the 
death of his cousin, Thomas Pelham, leading families of the county. 

Duke of Newcastle, (many years the In the year 1 780, Mr Pelham was 
Prime Minister of George the Second,) elected a member of the House of tom- 
in 1768, to the Barony of Pelham, of mons, and continued to be one of the 
Stanmer, which had been conferred representatives of the county of Sussex 
upon his Grace on the 5th of May, for twenty-one yeai*s ; during^tfae whole 
1762 ; with limitation to this gentle- of which time he was conspicuous for 
man and his issue male ; and his Lord- the soundness of his principles, for the 
ship was elevated to an earldom by judicious and temperate zeal with which 
patent, on the 23d of June 1801, as he enforced his opinions, and for the just 
Earl of Chichester. He married, on attachment which he manifested to the 
the 11th of May 1754, Anne, daugh- constitutional liberties of his country, 
ter and heiress of Frederick M. Frank- In 1782, Mr Pelham became Sur- 
land, Esq., by whom he had issue, veyor of the Ordnance. 

Thomas, the subject of this memoir, Although elected in 1780, his Par- 
two other sons, and four daughters. liamentary debut as a speaker wa« not 
The late Earl was bom at Spring- made before the 10th of March 1783, 
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-when, in the discussion on the Duke of 
Richmond’s Report on the Ordnance 
Estimates for that year, he defended 
his Grace from the imputation of wish- 
ing to contrast his own conduct wfth 
that of his predecessor in the Ordnance 
Department, disadvantageously to the 
latter. 

In the course of the same year 
(1783), Mr Pelham attended the Earl 
of Northington to Ireland as Chief Se- 
cretary. 

Mr Pelham took an active part in 
the various animated debates which 
occurred in the House of Commons in 
the year 1785, on the subject of the 
celebrated Westminster scrutiny. When 
Mr Wei bore Ellis moved, on the 9th of 
February, that the High Bailiff of West- 
minster sliouhl make a return forthwith 
of the members who had been chosen 
for that city, the motion was seconded 
by Mr Pelham. 

Mr Pelham was appointed by the 
House of Commons one of the Mana- 
gers of the Impeachment of Warren 
Hastings. Mr Pelham proceeded to 
detail the conduct of Mr Hastings to- 
wards the Nabob of Farruckabad, and 
moved that that should be one of the 
charges on which Mr Hastings should 
be impeached. After an animated de- 
bate, the motion was agreed to by a 
majority of sixty-two. 

Mr Pelham was decidedly hostile to 
the Slave Trade. So early as 1788, he 
contended, “ that if it were not judged 
advisable immediately to abolish the 
trade, at least it ought to be regula- 
ted and he added, that he would 
himself submit a proposition to the 
House with that view. 

At the commencement of the tre- 
mendous Revolution that desolated 
France, and by its infuriated and dis- 
organising principles shook Europe to 
its centre, the Honourable Thomas 
Pelham was one of the enlightened and 
patriotic statesmen, who, to maintain 
the rectitude of political principle and 


the temperate energies of rational li- 
berty, quitted the associates of private 
friendship, and left the doubtful and 
dangerous doctrines of untried freedom 
to range themselves in defence of or- 
der, religion, and established govern- 
ment. 

During the whole of the rebellion in 
1798, a period of peculiar difficulty and 
alarm, Mr Pelham again held the im- 
portant office of Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, under Marquis Camden. 

On the 13th of April 1801, Mr Pel- 
ham, as chairman of the Commons' 
Committee of Secrecy on the State of 
Ireland, and the proceedings of certain 
disaffected pei*sons in both parts of the 
United Kingdom, presented to that 
House the Report of the Committee, 
recommending the renewal of the mea- 
sure for the suspension of the provi- 
sions of the Habeas Corpus A ct ; and 
on the following day be moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for that puqjose ; 
which motion, after a warm discussion, 
was agreed to ; and the bill was brought 
in, went through all its stages, and was 
passed. 

On the 29th of June 1801, Mr Pel- 
ham was called to the House of Peers 
by writ, with the title of Baron Pel- 
ham ; and on the 16th of July, in the 
same year, he united himself in mar- 
riage with Mary Henrietta Juliana, the 
eldest and accomplished daughter of 
Francis, fifth Duke of Leeds. 

On the formation of Mr Addington’s 
administration, Lord Pelham was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 

In the debate in the House of Lords 
on the 3d of November 1801, on the 
preliminaries of peace with France, 
Lord Pelham vindicated the proposed 
treaty, and expressed his persuasion 
that the peace would be found advan- 
tageous and safe for the country. On 
the 29t)i of March 1802, he moved an 
address to the King, expressive of their 
Lordship’s concurrence in enabling hU 
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Majesty to provi<lc for tlie arrears which 
had taken place in the Civil List. When 
Lord Grenville, on the 4th of May 
1802, moved that the definitive treaty 
of peace should be taken into consL 
deration on the 14th of that month, 
Lord Pelham defended the treaty, and 
moved an amendment that it be taken 
into consideration on the 12th ; which 
amendment was agreed to. On the 
13th of May 1802, Lord Grenville 
moved an address to his Majesty, ex- 
pressive of the disapprobation of the 
House of Lords of the late treaty of 
peace. A most warm and interesting 
debate (which lasted until nearly eight 
o’clock in the morning) followed, in 
the course of which Lord Pelham vin- 
dicated the treaty ; and at the close of 
which. Lord Grenville’s motion having 
been negatived. Lord Pelham moved 
an address approving of the treaty, 
which was carried without a division. 

In the debate of the 13tli of Decem- 
ber 1802, on the Malt Duty Bill, Lord 
Pelham replied to an attack made upon 
Ministers by Lord Grenville. He re- 
marked, “ that if, in the Noble Lord's 
opinion, tlie present Ministers were so 
unworthy of confidence, it was his 
Lordsliip’s duty to go further than ma- 
king speeches in opposition to them ; 
he ought to move an address to his 
Majesty for their removal. He (Lord 
Pelham) had never coveted office ; he 
liad assumed it, at a critical and awful 
period, with no other view than for the 
service of his country ; he had acted to 
the best of his judgment, and did not 
wish to hold his situation a moment 
longer than lie enjoyed the confidence 
of liis country.” 

Tile bill for continuing the restric- 
tion on the Bank, was debated in tlie 
House of Lords on the 22d of Febru- 
ary 1803. Lord Pelham took a cur- 
sory retrospect of the operation of the 
njstrictiou since 1797, and maintained 
that sound policy demanded the tem- 
porary continuance of a measure, from 


which, not only no mischief had ac- 
crued, but much benefit had resulted. 

On the 23d of May 1803, the order 
of the day having been read for taking 
into consideration his Majesty’s mes- 
sage relative to the discussions with 
France, Lord Pelham moved the ad- 
dress to his Majesty on the occasion. 
He said, “ that after having maturely 
considered the papers in question, he 
had no difficulty in deckiring the 
grounds of war contained therein, to 
be most strong, clear, and distinct ; 
and that the conclusion left on the 
minds of all men must be, that war 
was rendered inevitable.” He then ad- 
verted briefly to the principal points of 
dispute between the two governments ; 
and maintained, “ that the conduct of 
the French government exhibited one 
constant series of acts, totally incon- 
sistent with a sincere desire to preserve 
peace ; and, therefore, that it became 
Parliament and the country to speak 
in terms of suitable indignation of such 
conduct.” 

During the time that Lord Pelham 
held the high office of Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, he 
conducted the police of the country, at 
that critical period a matter of exceed- 
ing difficulty, with distinguished mo- 
deration, unceasing attention, and in- 
flexible rectitude. Ilis Lordship’s opi- 
nions and public acts, in this arduous 
department, are become the lessons of 
history ; but a most benevolent, a high- 
ly interesting, and an extensively use- 
ful measure, of a more private, though 
probably of a far more permanent na- 
ture, is not so generally known, al- 
though most worthy of general notice^ 
and eminently deserving of general 
praise and grateful acknowledgment. 
Animated with an ardent zeal for the 
just liberties of mankind, and the best 
interests of his country, and satisfied 
that they could only be efficaciously 
and permanently supported by tlie ex- 
ertions of literature, by rational discui5*» 
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sion, atid by the wise and temperate 
results of a free press; and glowing, 
at the same time, with a truly Chris- 
tian henevoleiiee for the sudorings of 
many gifted individuals, whose genius 
and leaniing had henelitcd their fcllow- 
ereatures, without providing even bread 
for tliemselves, — Lord Pelham felt it to 
be a part of his duty, as one of tite Mi- 
nisters of the State, to recommend the 
ease of distressed authors to the gene- 
rous humanity of the Prince of Wales. 
His Royal Highness duly appreciated 
the kiml, judicious, and patriotic inti- 
mation, and immediately sent an an- 
inial contribution of two hundred gnui- 
noas to the Literary Fund, for the aid 
of deserving authors in distress, and 
graciously condescended to become pa- 
tron of that excellent institution. The 
same liberality is continued, now that 
the Prince is become the monarch ; 
and the names of the generous patron 
and of the intelligent adviser will toge- 
ther he transmitted to posterity in the 
grateful annals of the patriot, the poet, 
and the historian. 

The state of his Lordship’s health 
not being strong, in tlio course of the 
year 1803, he exchanged his ofhee in 
the ministry, for tlje less fatiguing charge 
of Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancas- 
ter. 

On the 8th of January 1805, on the 
demise of his father, Lord Pelham sue- 
^'eedod to the Earldom of Chichester, 
and the paternal estates appended to 
tJiat title. 

In 1807, on the formation of the 
Duke of lk)rtlan(1’s administration, the 
Earl of (Jiic]ieKt(;r was a]>pointed Joint- 
Po8lraast(.‘r-Crenera] with the Earl of 
Sandwich. On the reduction of this 
office, the Earl of Chichester alone held 
the apj)ointmcnt during the nmiainder 
of his life. The improvements that 
have been mad(? in the conduct of the 
Imsincss, and tlje deep regrets of all 
engaged in the management of that ex- 
tensive <lepaitment, most impressive- 


ly declare how advantageously to the 
country, and how kindly to Jill the 
subordinate agents, the important and 
multifarious duties intrusted to the 
Postmaster-General were executed. 

The distinguishing and beneficent 
features of his L()rdshij)’H character as 
a statesman and a magistrate, are evin- 
ced in the employments and recorded 
sentiments of a life actively and Inces- 
santly devoted to the service of tlie 
public. Tin* tender, humane, and pious 
affections — the ainiabki and interesting 
virtues of domestic life, those of the 
husband, the parent, and the Christian 
— can ho fully known and justly esti- 
mated only by those who had tlie hap- 
piness of participating in tlieir influence; 
and whose greatest consolation now is 
to profit by and imitate that example, 
the loss of which they cannot cease to 
dej)lor(?. 

Lady Chichester was early called to 
the p.ainful and anxious duties of at- 
tending the couch of sickTi(*ss, and 
watching the fluctuating suflerings of 
an affectionate husband. During the 
whole period of their union, her noble 
partner was subjec>t to occasional at- 
tacks of disease. At length liis consti- 
tution gave way ; and this distiiiguislied 
nobleman, wliuse condescending sua- 
vity of manners, kindness, generosity, 
and hcnevolenco, adorned and gave 
additional power to the more public, 
prominent, and elevated (pialities of his 
character, expired at Ins house in Strat- 
ton Street, on tlie 4ith of* July 1826, 
leaving, with his amiable ('ountess, a 
family of tbr(‘e sons and five daughters, 
to deplore their irreparable loss. 

The Honouhaijle and Ricjut Ui:- 

VEREND Si I UTE 1> A RRI NGTON, L L.D. 

Lord Bishop of Durham. 

SnuTE, tlic sixth son of Joim, 
first Lord Barrington, was born at 
Becket, in Berkshire, May 26, 1734, 
and was hut seven months old when 
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bo lost bis father. At an early age be 
was sent to Eton, In 1752, Mr Bar- 
rington became a gentleman common- 
er of Merton College, Oxford, where, 
in 1755, he proceeded to bis first de- 
gree, and obtained a fellowship. The 
year following be was ordained by Dr 
Seeker, then Bishop of Oxford, and af- 
terwards A reJj bishop of Canterbury. 
On the lOtb of October 1757, be took 
bis master’s degree, and the same year 
was appf)inted to make a public oration 
on tb(» munificent donation of the Pom- 
fret marbles to the L]iiivei*sity, which 
task lie executed with great applause. 
At lb(! accession of bis late Majesty, 
he was nomine ted one of the chaplains 
in ordinary, and in 1761 be was made 
canon of Christ Church, where, in 1762, 
lie took his degree of doctor of law. 
About this time he married Lady Diana 
Beau clerk, only daughter of Charles, 
second Duke of St Alban’s, but her 
ladyship died in 1766, without leaving 
any issue. In 1768, Dr Barrington was 
promoted to a Canonry of St Paul’s, 
and on the 4tli of October, in the fol- 
lowing y{*ar, he was consecrated Bishop 
of Llandaff, which see had been just 
vacated by the translation of Dr Jona- 
than Shipley to St Asaph. 

On tlie 20th of June 1770, the Bi- 
shop was married to his second wife, 
Jane, only daughter of Sir J, Guise, of 
Rendcombe, in Gloucestershire, and 
heiress of her brother. Sir William, the 
last baronet. This exemplary lady, 
wlios(» memoiy will long be clierisbed 
by the poor of Durham, died without 
eY(»r liaving had any children, August 
H, 1808, at her hereditary seat, Mongc- 
wcll, in Oxfordshire, which continued 
to he the favourite residenct* of the Bi- 
diop during the remainder of Ins life. 

Not long after his elevation to the 
M*e of Llandalf, a I»ody of the clergy, 
iml s<'V(‘ral of th(‘ rational dissenters, 
•i’ they (ailed thoniNelves, petitioned 
hotli lioxis(‘s of Parliannmt to abolish 
obligation of subscription l«» the 
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thirty-nine articles. When tl»is busi- 
ness came under discussion in the Lords, 
Bishop Barrington opposed tlie claims 
of the petitioners on strong gi'ounds, by 
showing the necessity of some test as a 
security for the Established Church. 
Other peers, temporal as well as spirit- 
ual, resisted the application on the same 
principle, and the petitions were reject- 
ed by a great majority. 

In 1775, Bishop Barrington preach- 
ed at Bow Church the anniversary ser- 
mon before the Incorporated Society 
for the Propagation of tlie Gosptd in 
Foreign Parts. Tliis discourse was 
printed, as usual, wfitb tin; Rt'])ort of 
the institution, and it has since been re- 
published in the Collection of his Lord- 
ship’s Sermons and Charges. 

In 1777, tlie Bisliop exchanged bis 
Canonry of St l^au^s for one in the 
Collegiate Church at Windsor, on ac- 
count of the health of Mrs Barrington, 
who suffered very much from the con- 
fined air of a town residence. 

The alarming increase of the crime 
of adultery induced the Bisliop of I Jan- 
dalf, at the beginning of 1779, to pro- 
])ose a hill in the Flouse of Lords for 
the more effectu.al prevention of that 
crying evil. After representing with 
great pathos the private miseries con- 
sequent on such oflences, and the mis- 
fortune to the state from a cause which 
became so much the more dangerous, 
on account of its Ixfing a domestic dis- 
order, he went on to j^ate, that, in the 
first seventeen years of his Majesty’s 
reign, the number of divorces which 
had occurred equalled what could he 
enumerated inthewdiolo anterior period 
of tlie English history. Tliere were, 
he said, two reasons for this, — one, the 
total extinction of that internal moni- 
tor, shame, in the present fig(*, which 
our ancestors felt in full force ; and tlie 
other, an injudicious relaxation of the 
penal laws in regard to this crime. By 
the common law of England, said the 
learned ])i(‘late. no woman alter a di- 
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vorcc was permitted to regain Jier 
dower, or even to inaiTy again witliiii 
a limited time. But a method of eva- 
ding this salutary statute had lately 
been discovered, hy making previous 
settlements, or by entering into private 
bonds ; so tliat a woman might now en- 
joy as many conveniences of rank and 
situation after a legal separation from 
her husband, as in the case of death, 
and wliere she liad merited everything 
by Iier conjugal tenderness and fidelity. 

The remedy proposed consisted in a 
restriction of the offending parties from 
intermarrying, which was opposed very 
strenuously Ijy some noble lords, but 
was as ably supported by the Chancel- 
lor ; and, on a division, the bill was 
sent to tlu3 Commons, where it was 
thrown out on the second reading, chief- 
ly through the arguments of Mr Fox 
and his friends. 

In 1781 the Bishop of Llandaff ex- 
perienced a loss whicli he keenly felt, 
in the death of his intimate friend. Sir 
William Blackstono, whom he visited 
frequently in Iiis illness, ministered to 
him the offices of religion, and, at the 
desire of the Judge, read the burial ser- 
vice at his funeral. 

Shortly after this, the sec of Salis- 
bury becoming vacant by the demise of 
Dr John Hume, Bishop Barrington was 
nominated thereto, without his know- 
ledge, by the King, who gave a pe- 
rem])tory refusal to the application of 
the Prime Minister, the Earl of Shel- 
burne, in favour of Dr Hinchliffe, Bi- 
ohop of Peterborough. His Majesty 
was well acquainted with the merits of 
Dr Barrington, to whom, after this ap- 
pointment, be gave the himiliar appel- 
lation of “ his llishop,” perhaps in allu- 
sion to the situation of Windsor, which 
lies in tho diocese of Salisbury ; or ra- 
ther, as there is reason to believe, to 
express liis regard for the personal vir- 
tues of the amiable prelate. 

How well the good Bishop dcseived 
the royal c<mfidenc(*, :i})pcaicd soon af- 


ter in the improvements of the Cathe- 
dral and Palace of Salisbury. To re- 
store the church to its pristine dignity, 
and to give strength and ornament to 
the building, constituted an early and 
favourite idea of tlie new Bishop. He 
determined upon opening a subscrip- 
tion for the repairing and beautifying 
of the Cathedral ; and he had the satis- 
faction to witness the full success of 
his plan. 

While the work was going on, a gen- 
tleman plainly dressed visited the Ca- 
tliedral one day, and after surveying the 
place, asked the ])erson in attenclance 
to let him see tlie subscription-hook, 
which was produced ; when he imme« 
diately presented a bank-bill for one 
thousand pounds as his donation. The 
officer stared, and res])octfully desired 
to know what change he must rctuni, 
and what name he should enter. Oh,” 
said tlie stranger, ‘‘ take the whole ; 
and place it to the account of a coun- 
try gentleman of Berkshire.” This was 
done, and the country gentleman was 
afterwards discovered in George tlie 
Third. 

Bishop Barrington, though he sub- 
scribed munificently to the improve- 
ments of the church, took the whole 
expense of the repairs of tln^ Palace, 
whicli was in a very dilapidated slate, 
upon himself. While he held this see, 
he laid out not much less than ten 
thousand pounds upon the Episcopal 
residence. But Bishop Barrington was 
not merely mindful of the comforts of 
himself and his successors ; for he also 
settled a permanent fund of two thou- 
sand pounds, the interest of which is 
yearly distributed among the poor cler- 
gy and their families ; and he also ap- 
plied six thousand pounds to the aug- 
mentation of the revenues of the alms- 
houses of St Nicholas, in the city ol 
Salisbury. 

In 1783 the Bisliop of Salisbury held 
his first visitation of the diocese, on 
which occasion he deJivoicd a chaigCy 
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'ir, 


that was soon afterwards printed at the 
desire of the clergy. This pastoral ad- 
dress, however, gave offence to some 
])ersons, on account of tlje animadver- 
sions which the right reverend monitor 
thought it his duty to bestow upon the 
ministei's of the church who introduced 
the doctrines of Calvin into their church- 
es, instead of that ]iractical divinity 
which tends to edification. The chai*gc, 
therefore, immediately on its appear- 
ance from the press, was attacked with 
great severity, tlie Bishop lioing most 
unjustly accused, as trying to extin- 
guish llie small sparks of devotion which 
were still left among us, and with en- 
deavouring to hold up sterling piety to 
contempt. No one, however, that had 
the slightest knowledge of the Bishop’s 
private character, or had marked his 
public conduct, could be affected by 
such aspersions, which only rebounded 
upon the party, who, while they pre- 
tended to be actuated by an ardent con- 
cern for religion, had forgotten that 
zeal without charity is nothing worth. 

It was a little before this, that the 
Bishop of Salisbury communicated some 
very valuable notes to the third edition 
of ‘‘ Boyer’s Critical Conjectures on 
the New Tcjstament.” Instead of rash- 
ly proposing' new readings to remove a 
supposed difficulty, the Bishop laid it 
down as a rule, never to alter any ap- 
proved or well-authenticated text what- 
ever. In these contributions, therefore, 
he suggested only those alterations in 
the lections which might possibly be 
more correct, by the changing, pointing, 
or attaching a word to the second part 
of the sentence in room of the first ; and 
vice versd. As the books of the Greek 
Testament were originally written with- 
out tlie ai’bitrary division into verses, 
or any punctuation to mark the several 
clauses of a paragrapli, the Bishop was 
in the habit of reading tlie sacred vo- 
lume on this plan, each narrative or 
epistle as a summary discourse without 
breaks ; and this practice, which met 


with the approbation of his friends, 
Kennicott and Blayney, he often re- 
commended to young clergymen and 
students. Nor ought w(j here to omit, 
that some years since, Bishop Baning- 
ton established a fund sufficient to pro- 
duce the sum of one hundred pounds 
a-year, which is divided among the 
most necessitous of the clergy of Llan- 
d^, by their diocesan. In 1789, the 
Bishop of Salisbury published “ A Let- 
ter to hi.s Clergy,” containing general 
rules for their conduct, and directions 
to be observed in regard to Orders, In- 
stitutions, and Licensees. 

In 1791, Dr Thomas Thurlow, Bishop 
of Durham, died, on winch, of course, 
a pretty active stir was made to succeeil 
him, by the aspiring memhers of the 
episcopal bench ; the principal of whom 
was Dr Cornwallis, Bishop of Litchfield 
and Coventry, whose pretensions to the 
vacant see were considered as irresisti- 
ble. The King, Jiowever, liad already 
made up his mind on the translation oi 
his own Bishop, and thougli uncommon 
exertions were made on behalf of two 
or three prelates, Dr Barrington carried 
off* the valuable prize, with th(i full ap- 
probation of Mr Pitt and the Chancel- 
lor. In 1792, the Bishop delivered a 
charge at his primary visitation, which, 
at the requ(*st of the clergy, was printed 
the same year, and soon reach(*d a se- 
cond edition. From this excellent dis- 
course many valuable passages might 
be given ; but, while our limits prevent 
expansion, we cannot debar ourscdv(»s 
the pleasure of extrat'ting one or two 
passages. On the duty of tlie Chris- 
tian minister to declare the wliole coun- 
sel of God, the Bishop says, “ Divest 
Christianity of its faith and doctrines, 
and you despoil it of all that is peculiar 
to it in its motives, its consolations, its 
sanctions, and its duties. You divest 
it of all that made revelation iK*c(*ssary ; 
you reduce it to the cold and in(*fficient 
substance of what is called jihilosopliy ; 
that pliilosopliy which has of lat(‘ year> 
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gliown itself not tf»e friend of religion, 
learning, and civil order, but of anar- 
chy, conceit, and atheism ; you reduce 
it to the obscure glimmering of human 
knowledge ; that knowledge which the 
first and greatest of the ancient philo- 
Bophers confessed to l>e totally insuffi- 
cient to satisfy the doubts and solici- 
tude of an inquiring mind ; and looked 
forurard with a kind of prophetic exul- 
tation, to the period when divine Pro- 
vidence, in compassion to tlie w^eakncss 
of our nature, sliould cnligliten man- 
kind by that revelation of himself which 
modern philosophers reject.” 

It having been too often observed 
that the poor and uneducated are inca- 
pable of understanding the Christian 
doctrines, the Bishop set himself vigo- 
rously to combat this j)estilent error. 

I doubt not,” says he, “ that both the 
one and th(^ other understand more 
than we give them credit for, and much 
more than they can explain. But what- 
ever our doubts of their capacity may 
he, the injuiu’tion is clear and posi- 
tive, that to tliem the gospel should be 
preached ; and as to the latter, if one 
extreme is wrong, the opposite is an 
error at least as uiiscriptural, and of as 
gi-eat magnitude as tlie other. It should 
be the business of the Christian minis- 
ter so to combine them in his pastoral 
instractions as to render the two du- 
ties sources of impiovemcnt to eacli 
other. He shouhl animate the de- 
sponding Christian, wijo confronts the 
severity of the law with his own im- 
perfections, by those encouraging mo- 
tives to rei)entancc and amendment, 
and those sure bo})eH of salvation, which 
are presented to him in tlie covenant 
of grat^ ; be should endeavour to in- 
fuse a life, and energy, and sincenty, 
into the faith of otlicrs, by inculcating 
those active and indispensable duties 
demanded by the covenant of works.” 

In 1797, the Bisimp (»f Durham pub- 
lished another charge to bis clerg)'; 
aiwl, in 1799, ji Sermon ]»reached be- 


fore the House of Lords on the Fast- 
day. In 1801 appeared a third charge, 
in which he glanced at the French re- 
volution as being caused primarily by 
the corruptions of the Roman churcln 
He took up the subject again in 1806, 
when, at the desire of the reverend au- 
ditors, he committed his discourse to 
the press, with the title of “ The 
Grounds on which the Church of Eng- 
land separated from tlie Church of 
Rome.” Notwithstanding the truly 
Christian spirit displayed throughout 
the wliole of the charge, it had scarce- 
ly emerged from the press, than it was 
attacked in a strain of uiiwarraTital)le 
scurrility by a Romish ])riest of New- 
castle, who, with a barefaced effront- 
ery, said, “ that from one end of his 
diocese to the other, his Lordship liad 
preached up a holy crusade against thci 
opinions and persons of th(‘ C’atholics.” 

After this specimen of the temper 
of the man, it ought not to excite won- 
der, that he should have endeavoured 
to identify atheism witli IVotestaiUisin ; 
his reason for width is this, that by 
laying the Bible opmi to general exa- 
mination, and by referring to it as tlie 
rule of faith, our reformers gave a lati- 
tude to scepticism. This virulent ])iecc 
w^as not suiferod to jiass unnoticed, for 
the same year an answer was given to 
it by a clergyman of th(» diocese of 
Durham, in A Letter to the Author 
of Remarks who was soon scjconded 
by Mr Faber, Mr Lc Mesurier, and 
some other able divines ; to all of wJiom 
the sturdy polemic nqdied, in a “ Ge- 
neral Vindication of the R ('marks on 
the Chai’ge of the Bishop of Durham 
which was followed up by A I.ettcr 
to a Clergyman of that Diocese,” in 
which, among other extravagant asser- 
tions, th(3 author had the boldness to 
say, that to know that the Poj>e is 
antichrist, and the Roman Churcli is 
the whole of Baliylon, is theology 
enough for an orthoclox churchman.” 

But lh(‘ most curious thin<r in the ?< 
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virulent tracts was, the attempt to de- 
fend the doctrine of transubstantiation, 
by representing tlie doctrine of the real 
presence in the eucharist as exactly 
ecpiivalent to the union of the two na- 
tures in Christ. On this account the 
Bishop of Durham, though sufficiently 
reluctant to engage in controversy, yet 
thought proper to enter the arena, and 
to publish a luminous piece, which he 
entitled, The Grounds on which the 
Church of England separated from the 
Church of Rome, reconsidered.'* The 
contents of this supplemental perform- 
ance an*, 1. Reasons against the literal 
sense of the words, “ This is my body 
—this is my blood.” 2. Reasons against 
the miracle implied by the literal sense. 
3. Of the adoration of the host. 4. Of 
the denial of the cup to the laity. 5. 
An explanation of the antepenultimate 
answer in the Church Catechism, 

After overtuiuiTJg the dogma of tran- 
substantiation, the Bishop concluded 
his tract by saying, I do not by any 
nieaiiH grudge the Romanists tlie tole- 
ration with which they are by law in- 
dulged. I wish them, as our fellow 
Christians, every degree of toleration, 
short of political power and establish- 
ment ; and as a sincere friend to frcc^ 
inquiry, I am not sorry to see them em- 
ployed in dchniding, as far as they can, 
the distinguishing doctrines which se- 
parate the churcli(?s of England and of 
Rome. Much good may result from 
it to the ingenuous and candid of their 
communion. The religion of Protest- 
ants has nothing to fear from it.” 

Thus, though the Bishop was firm 
ill the defence of that cliurch of which 
lie was an appointed guardian, his zeal 
was fai' from inflammatory, nor had he 
the least tincture of the bigot in his 
disposition. So far from it, when the 
French bishops and clergy sought in 
Protestant England a refuge from the 
persecution of th(*ir own countrymen, 
they found a Ulieral henefartor in tin* 
llisliop of Darlinin, Ilo siqqvlied theiv 


wants by his bounty, he admitted the 
most eminent of them to his table, and 
lie introduced them to his powerful 
friends. His almoner on this occasion 
was Mr Charles Butler, the Catholic 
hamster, who distributed several thou- 
sands of pounds from tlie Bishop’s purse 
among the necessitous emigrants, with- 
out any of them having the least know- 
ledge of their benefactor. 

In 1811 the Bishop of Durham cob 
Iccted all the sermons, charges, and 
tracts, whicli he had published, from 
time to time, into one large volume* ; 
but two years afterwards he went to 
press again with two Charges, in wliicli, 
from the alarming encroachments of 
the Romanists, he thought it- expedient 
to warn his clergy against them. 

In 1815, he closed his literary career 
with a “ Sketch of the Political Life of 
bis much-loved brother, William, the 
second Viscount Barrington in the 
compilation of which work lie was ma- 
terially assisted by his cousin, the lute 
Sir Thomas Bentard. The loss of that 
true Christian philanthropist, in 1818, 
was severely felt by tlie good prelate, 
who had for many years experienced 
his value as a sincere friend and confi- 
dential adviser. In conjunction with 
Sir Thomas, the Bishop established the 
Society for Bettering the Condition of 
the Poor ; besides other charitiihle in- 
stitutions, particularly that for the sup- 
port and education of blind childnm in 
St George’s Fields, and the Fever Hos- 
pital in Gray’s Inn Lane. In 1809 
the Bishop of Durlmm was involved in 
a lawsuit respecting tlie rents of some 
load mines belonging to tlie see, tlie 
leases of which had expired for scv(*ral 
years, without being renewed. On a 
discovery of the fact, a hill was. filed in 
Chancery to recover the arrears; and 
the cause, on being sent down to the 
Court of King’s Bench, was detenniiied 
in favour of the Bishop, who recovered 
thereby near £00,009 ; not a farthing 
of which went into hi^ own ]»ock(‘t, fie' 
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lie appropriated the whole to the esta- 
Iilkhment of schools in the diocese, and 
the formation of a fund for the benefit 
of poor clergymen and their families. 

In his episcopal character he was a 
strict observer of discipline, and un- 
conrunonly scrupulous with respect to 
ordination. He did not trust to the 
mere ordinary forms of recommenda- 
tion, but examined the candidates him- 
self, partii'ularly in sacred literature. 
When a student evinced more than 
common diligence, especially in the 
languages of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, his Lordship never failed to show 
his approbati(»n by some mark of at- 
tention ; and for the encouragement of 
Hebrew learning he gave regular re- 
wards. As a ]mtron, he was equally 
liberal and judicious. He made it his 
constant business, from the time of his 
consecration to the last day of his long 
and useful life, to seek out such worthy 
and able men as were best entitled to 
preferment. 

His earliest cliaplain was Dr Owen ; 
the second was Dr Blayney, to whom 
he gave the living of Polsh<»t in Wilt- 
shire ; and the third was Dr Burgess, 
now Bishop of Salisbury. Besides 
these eminent divines, the late prelate 
bestowed upon Dr J’aley, without ha- 
ving had any personal acquaintance 
with him, the livinjg of Bishop Wear- 
mouth ; in giatitudc for which, that 
able writer made a return the most ac- 
ceptable that could be, in the publica- 
tion of bis “ Natural Theology,” which 
he dedicated to the Bishop. 

The late Mr Carlyle, so well known 
by Ins travels in the East, and his know- 
ledge of the Oriental languages, recei- 
ved from the Bishop of Durham, in the 
same liberal manner, the presentation 
to the valuable vicarage of Newcastle. 
Dr Holmes, in undeilaking the colla- 
ted edition of the Greek Bible, met 
with a generous frierid in the Bishop 
of Durham, who contributed very large- 
ly to that work, which the learned edi- 


tor amply acknowledged in the reports 
of bis progi-ess. Dr Andrew Bell, to 
whom the world is so much indebted 
for the introduction and improvement 
of tlie Madi’as system of education, ob- 
tained from the Bishop of Durham that 
valuable piece of preferment, the mas- 
tership of Shirburn Hospital. Mr Fa- 
ber, the author of some esteemed works 
on the Prophecies, and other subjects, 
was presented to the living of Stockton 
on Tees. Dr Grey, so well known by 
his “ Key to the Gld Testament,” and 
“ Bampton Lectures,” was made pre- 
bendary of Durham, and, on the death 
of Dr Paley, preferred to the living of 
Wearinouth. To these many more 
names might he added, by way of show- 
ing tile readiness of the late Bishop of 
Durham to act upon tin* ])rinciple so 
well expressed by the Lord Chancellor 
Thurlow, that they who sujiport and, 
adorn the church, should he rewarded 
ill such a manner as may serve to sti- 
mulate otliers to follow their example. 

Bishop Bamngton had, as may na- 
turally be supposed, many occasions 
for the trial of bis virtue, in reganl to 
the disposal of the benefices and digni- 
ties wbicli were in bis gift. In no one in- 
stance, however, has k ever been proved 
tliat he exercised his power as a patron 
improperly. Instances could be addu- 
ced of his resisting the importunities of 
friends whom he loved, when urged in 
behalf of persons of wliose qualifica- 
tions he had reasonable doubts. One 
circumstance, which we remember to 
have heard many years ago, merits in- 
sertion in this place. A relation of 
Mrs Barrington, having experienced 
some difficulties in life, applied to tho 
Bishop for orders, thinking that there- 
by he should secure a handsome provi- 
sion. His Lordship was too consiiien- 
tious to encourage what he could not 
but disapprove ; and well knowing the 
motive by whiidi liis kinsman was ac- 
tuated, asked him what preferment 
would satisfy him. The applicant 
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i[raiil^}y an^wered^ that five hundrj^d a- 
year would a^ndantly meet all hta 
W^ts. You shall have it,^ said the 
Bishop, hut not out of the patrimony 
of the church. I will not take away 
the bread from those who have eaiued 
it by theli* labdurs, to bestow it upon a 
relation* You shall have the income 
you have mentioned, yearly, out of my 
own pocket*’* 

Next to the faitliful discharge of his 
aaci*ed trust as a bishop, may be men- 
tioned his extensive beneficence. There 
was hardly a charitable institution in 
the metropolis to which he was not a 
regular and liberal subscriber ; nor did 
he forget tliem at his death, as appears 
by his last will. His bounty, no more 
than his friendship, was confined to 
particular persuasions or connexions; 
for at his table might be occasionally 
seen Roman Catholic priests, dissent- 
ing ministers, and Quakers. His house 
was always open to respectable persons; 
and as he was constantly accessible and 
affable to those who visited him, so he 
was a most punctual correspondent, and 
never failed to acknowledge and answer 
tlie letters which he received. He was 
fond of entertaining foreigna^ of <fis- 
tinction, and on such occasions made 
it a fixed rule to consult their particu- 
lar customs and inclinations. 

About twenty yeai’s ago, Mirza Abu 
Taleb, u Persian Prince, came to Eng- 
land on a political mission ; and when 
be returned home, he wrote an suTOunt 
of his travels, of which work a tiunsla- 
tiou was printed at Calcutta. It is a 
very curious peiformancc, and contains 
manv remarkable anecdotes of distin- 
giusbed public characters visited by the 
author whde m this country. Among 
others, he says, 1 also bad the honour 
of being known to the X«ord Bic^P of 
Durham, who was a man of great liber- 
ality and extensive charity. He fre- 
(]ue^tly. invited me to his house, and 
marked his attention by always asking 
some of the gentlemen who Understood 

voii. XIX. PAUX n. 


Perskm, fo meet me* Duritig the year 
ojf gt^t scarcity (1801) in Englan^j, 
he daily fed a thousand poor people, ^ 
his private expense* Hence may be 
formed some idea of the incomes and 
charity of the English bishops.** 

It ^8 been well observed of this 
excellent prelate, that, large as wbre 
his acts of public munificence^ they 
bore but a small proportion to the deeds 
of private unobtrusive cliarity, ^idi 
were the daily occupation of his life. 

IonumeTid)le are the objects who 
were blessed by his bounty, and whoso 
tears are now nowing in vain regret for 
the benefactor whom they have lost! 
His bounties indeed were of no com- 
mon kind ; they were dispensed on suit- 
able occasions, and with a liberality 
which not even his ample means would 
have enabled him to indulge, had it hot 
been sustained by a strict economy. 
We are told on good authority, that 
one hundred thousand pounds would 
not exceed the amount of his benefiM^ 
tions ; and it has been stated, that he 
sent no less than six hundred and se- 
venty-four begging letters to the Men- 
dicity Society in the last year. Nor 
should it be forgotten, that the Bishop 
of Durham was, to the last hour of his 
protracted life, incessantly watching Ibr 
occasions to do good. Whenever ho 
perceived any case that called for im- 
mediate aid, he did not wait the for- 
mality of an application, or institute a 
train of tedious inquiry; but having 
satisfied himself as to tlie general ne- 
cessity of the concern, he proinptly ex- 
tended his benevolent b^d, without 
grudgmg or ostenmtion, to ii» support. 
Of this a recent instance may be here 
mentioned* When Mr Gilly published 
his highly interestiug Narrativshof an 
Excursion to the Mountains of Pied- 
monV* in whidi he has so powerfully 
brought before the Chi^tian world 
history and circumstance^ of the ancient 
Chur^ of the Valleys ; the good Pre- 
late, as soon as he |i^ read the bookjj 
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fient a latter to die author, with whom 
lie yrtikf we believe, beftm unacquaiut- 
edi deairing him to point out the best 
lUeiiiis of rendering a donation benefi* 
«csal to the poor Vaudois, and to become 
his Lordship's almoner* This was done, 
and so pleased was the venerable BU 
ahbp with the work, that he took the 
author under his patronage, by appoint- 
ing Mr Gilty his domestic i^plain, and 
presenting him to a vsduable prebend in 
his cathedral, which was the last pre- 
ferment he lived to bestow. 

Though in the latter part of his life 
he secluded himself very much from 
t^ompany, be was in the bhbit of recei- 
ving a few chosen friends at his hospi- 
table table, when his discourse was al- 
ways pleasant, and of a religions cast. 
The town-house of the Bishop was in 
Cavendish Square, where be regularly 
lived from Christmas to the middle of 
May, when he made it a rule to retire 
for the summer to Mongewel), near 
Wallingford, which seat he greatly or- 
namented* At this place he some years 
ago caused to be erected, under a group 
of lofty elms, a beautiful marlde um, 
with toe following affectionate inscrip- 
tion 

“ To ihe JRfcroory of 
two highly-Talucd Friends, 
Thomas TyawHYTT, Esu. 
and 

The Kcv. C. Bf. CBACHHaoBi:, M.A. 

In this once favoured widk, beneadi these 
elms, 

Whose thichenM foliage, to the stdar my 
Impervious, sheds a venerable gloom, 

Oft in instructive converse we beguUeil 
The fervid time, which each returning year 
To friendship’s call devoted. Such things 
were; 

But are, alas ! no more. 

S. Dunelm.” 

. ; During the last year he spent several 
li^piitbs at Wnrtbing, in Sussex, where 
be i^ided in the mansion wl^h had 
been ^ a short time occupieef by the 
kmehted Princes^ Charlotte of Wales. 


Here, though on the mar^n of the sea, 
he had the enjoyment of a garden, 
sheltered by trees and shrubs of luxu- 
riant growth, of which he was always 

wd. 

iPi^wnitly he rede out in an open 
eattiage, paying ntemmg visits to the 
neighhoUiing ekrgy and gentry; ^er 
did he ever omit a regular attendance 
on the morning and afternoon service 
at the parish eliurch, where his chap- 
lain Mr To^sfaend often ofliiciated. 
The Bishop was so pleased with Wor- 
thing, that he made a purchase of the 
house which he occupied, and settled 
it on a young lady whohad been brought 
up from infancy, and adopted, by Mrs 
Barrington* 

In bis person the Bishop was tall 
and upright; his features were very 
prepossessing, and his manner was 
equally enga^ng* In his youth he was 
considered as tending to a decline, and 
actually underwent an operation for the 
stone at an early age ; notwithstanding 
which, by temperance and exercise, he 
attained the great age of ninety-two, 
with very little sickness* On the Sun- 
day preceding his dissohition, he read 
the appointed lessons to his assembled 
household, and feelingly told them that 
it was for the last time* In his letters 
to Lord Teignmouth, apologising for 
his non-attendance at the general meet- 
ing of the Bible Society, to which, from 
the beginning, he was always a fast 
friend, be signified that this would ho 
his last communication. His decease 
was very tranquil, and almost imper- 
ceptible to his attendants, oti the morn- 
ing of tlie 26th March, 1826; by which 
circumstance the emoluments of one 
half-year's revenue accrued to hk exe- 
cutors* 

T^ funei^^ of the Bishop, pursuant 
to his own injunction, was conducted 
in the most private manner ; his remains 
being deposited near those of hb se- 
cond lady, in the vault of Mongewell 
church. ^ 
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Sib Thomas Stambobp Raffles, 
^ Knt,, 

Fellow of the Royal and Antiauatian Socle, 
ties of London ; President of the Zoologi- 
cal Society, and of the A^atic Society of 
liondon ; a Vice President of the African 
Institution ; also of the Language Institu- 
tion ; Member of the Asiatic Sodfety of 
Oalctttta, and of the Literary Society of 
Bombay ; and President of the JAtemry and 
Scientific Society of Java. 

Sir Thmnai Stamford Raffles was 
bom on board the ship Anne) at sea, 
off the harbour of port Morant) in the 
island of Jaimdca, on the 6th of Jal3r» 
1781. His father, Benjamin Raffles, 
was one of the oldest captains in the 
West India trade, from the port of 
Loudon. Sir Stamford received his edu- 
cation principally under Dr Anderson, 
who presided over a respectable aca- 
demy at Hammersmith. 

At an early age this gentleman en- 
tered the service of the East India 
Company, as a clerk in Uic secretary’s 
office on their home establishment; in 
which situation his talents and liis in- 
dustry obtained for him the esteem and 
confidence of the then Secretaiy, Wil- 
liam Ramsay, a relation of whom 
Mr Raffles married. In the year 1805, 
when Pulo Penang, an island in the 
Straits of Malacca, having been ceded 
to the Company, was formed into a 
Government, with a civil and military 
establishment, and designated Prince 
of Wales’ Island, the interest of Mr 
Ramsay procured for Mr Raffles from 
the Court of Directors, the han^ome 
andfiattedngaop^tment of Assistant 
Secretary to ms Government, toge- 
ther with the lenk of junior mercliant, 
and an eventual successioni to council ; 
and he accordingly proceeded with Go- 
vernor Dundas and the rest of the civil 
estabiishmeut to the place of their des* 
iination. 


On his arrival in Imita, Mr Raffles 
Imputed himself to the study of |he Ma- 
lay langaa^, which is the vernacular 
dialect of almost all the Eastern islands. 
Such was the success with which he 
, ottltivatedthe study of these Imiguages, 
that ho . woo Appointed Malay translator 
to the Goyenunent : and Lord Mihto, 
then Govemor«<ieaeral of India, ho- 
noured him whh espedal notice in one 
of his anniversary discourses to the Col- 
lege of Caksutta. Having recommended 
himself to the feirourable opinion and 
distinguished regard of the Governor 
and Council of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
they, in March 1807, appointed him 
their Secretary ; uniting with the duties 
of this office those of Registrar to their 
Recorder’s Court. 

Mr llaffles’s taste and intellectual lia- 
bits led him to connect with his official 
engagements scientific and literary pur- 
suits, and the intense application oi^bis 
mind to these, in a debilitating atmo- 
sphere, soon induced severe indisposi- 
tion, such as cQmi>elled him, early in the 
yeai' 1808, to retii-c to IMalacca. When 
his health was a little re-established, he 
applied himself to the investigation of 
the history, resources, and localities of 
that place, communicating the result of 
his inquiries to the Government of 
Prince of Wales’ Island ; and it is ge- 
nerally allowed, that by a timely repre- 
sentation of some circumstances, till 
then unknown or not duly considered, 
he prevented the alienation of Malacca 
from , the British crown. 

In 1810 the fame of bis talents and 
character had reached Calcutta, where 
it ohtmned for him the appointment of 
agent of the Governor General with 
the Malay States. 

In the same year the annexation of 
Holland to France having virtually pla- 
ced at the disposal of the latter power 
the valuable and extensive possessions 
of the Dutch in die Eastern seas, it wsvi 
deemed expedient that the largo is- 
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land of Java should, without delay, be 
brought under the dominion of Great 
Britain. For this purpose Lord Minto, 
tijie Governor General of India, caused 
an armament to be fitted out in the 
ports of India, and proceeded with the 
expedition in person* Mr RafflM, who 
had been consulted in its very earliest 
stage, accompanied bis Lordship in the 
capacity of prirate secretary, and his 
agent in the Malay States. 

The conquest of Batavia, and ulti- 
mately of Java, an island containing a 
population of six millions of souls, and 
divided into thirty residences, under 
powerful chiefs, appears to have been 
effected with unpamlleled ease and ex- 
pedition. So sensible was Lord Minto 
of the valuable assistance which his 
Loi*dship had received from Mr UafBes, 
both in the preliminary arrangements of 
this expedition, and in the ultimate exe- 
cution of the enterprise, that he nomi- 
nated that gentleman to the high and 
important station of Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Java, << as an acknowletlg- 
inent of those services, and in consi- 
deration of his peculiar fitness for that 
ofiice.” 

Mr Raffles took charge of this go- 
vernment on the 1 1th September 1811, 
and held it till the 15th March 1816. 

The commencement of bis official 
career as Lieutenant Governor of Java, 
was disturbed by unavoidable hostilities 
with the treacherous Chief of Palem- 
bang, and the Stiltan of Djocjocai’ta. 
These powers were speedily suppress- 
ed, and having brouglit the war with 
them to a successful termination, he in- 
vestigated the internal resources of the 
island, and carefully examined into the 
character and dispositions of its inliabi- 
tants, with a view equaBy to the ad- 
vancement of his country’s interests, 
sliid to the moral ipaprovement of the 
' cUloiiisto* He soon discovered that a 
renovation of the whole economy of the 
government would be necessary in the 


prosecution of his benevolent designs. 
He did not, however, on that account 
abandon the undertaking, but as a pre- 
liminary step he compiM, with the as- 
sistance of some able artists, a statistical 
survey and map of Java, which were 
ptibliinied in one volume, quarto, in 
1815* 

Hbvingformed some considerable ae- 
quiuntance with the people who were 
intrusted to his care, he eomineneed a 
revision of tlie judicial system of the co- 
lony* This undertaking afforded much 
scope tor the exercise of hk active and 
enlightened genius, and was pursued 
with considerable success. So early as 
the yeai* 1814» he had matured, and he 
then made public, a clear and i»mple 
code of laws or I'egulations for the ge- 
nend administration of justice among 
the Javanese, whereby be effected se- 
veral essentid reforms, as well in the 
European courts of justice, as in the 
magistracy established at Batavia, Sa- 
marang, and Sourabaya. He fully suc- 
ceeded in revising and modifying the 
practice of the former courts on the 
mild and just principles of the BritiKli 
constitution; and finally introduced into 
the colony that palladium of Englisli 
liberty, the trial % jmy. 

Among the several laws and regula- 
tions which were established during the 
goveniraent of Mr Raffles in Java, the 
act of the British Parliament, declaring 
the slave tmde to be a felony, was made 
a colonial law. 

A general registry of slaves was also 
introduced, and other measures adopt- 
ed, with the concurrence of the priiun- 
pal inhabitants, which contemplated the 
final extinction of slavery on tlie island : 
and wlien called upon to resign tlie go- 
vernment, foreseeing that this object 
would be fop a time defeated, by the 
restoration of the colony to tlie King of 
the Netherlands, and in tlie hope of in- 
teresting his successors in its final ac- 
complishment, he established a voluu- 
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tary society of pei^sons friendly to the 
measurfejwbich he designated tlie “ J^va 
Benevolent Society/* 

With a view to the revenue and com- 
mei'cial administration of Java, he first 
explored, with almost unequalled dili** 
gence and sagacity, the natural resour- 
ces of the island, and then encouraged 
the greatest freedom of commercial in- 
tercourse between that colony and all 
foreign states* He foimed three de- 
pendent residencies ; one on each of the 
islands of Borneo and Banca, and one 
in Japan* This was done with a view 
to promote a trafiic in the valuable mi- 
nerals which are the staple aiticles of 
those settlements; the great importance 
of which he first ascertained by employ- 
ing able mineralogists to examine and 
report upon them, and then encouraged 
the resort of Chinese labourers to work 
the mines* 

The Literary and Scientific Society 
of Java also owes its existence to Mr 
Kafiles, who presided over it from its 
institution till he quitted the colony* 

In his official communications, Mr 
Raffles appears to have been frank and 
undisguised. While he held the situ- 
ation of Lieutenant Governor of Java, 
lie avowed that liis object in all his mea- 
sures was, in connexion with commer- 
cial advantage to his country, to efiect 
a change in the habits of life, and to im- 
])rove the moral character and condition 
of the pimtical inhabitants of the East- 
ern Islands. The candid avowal of 
these views obtained for him the ap- 
proval and commendation even of those 
who questioned the policy of his pro- 
ceedings* It was acknowledged, that 
to extend the blessings of civilization 
and regular government to a people 
whose moral and political condition was 
HO little advanced as that of the iniiabi- 
tants of the Eastern Islinds, was an ob- 
ject worthy of the contemplation of the 
most enliglitened statesman* 

During Mr Raffles*s residence in Ja- 
va, Mrs Raffles died. His liealth ha- 


ving materially suffered from the com- 
bmed influence of domestic affliction, 
and the severe duties of bis station, he 
determined to visit England; and in 
March 1816, resigned th^e government 
of Java .tp Mr Fendall, of the Bengal 
civil service* Mr Raffles airived at 
Falmouth, jn the Autumn of 1816, 
bringing with him the Haden Ranar 
DipSra, a Javanese Prince, with his 
suite ; and a more splendid and exten- 
sive collection of specimens of the pro- 
ductions, costume, &c. of the Eastern 
archipelago, than bafi ever before been 
received in a British port* The recep- 
tion which he met in England must 
have been highly gratifymg to him* He 
had the pleasure to see that his services 
were there appreciated by the public, 
while, from persona of all ranks and 
classes of society, be received the most 
flattering marks of kind and respectful 
attention. 

During bis stay in this quarter of the 
globe, notwithstanding the numerous 
engagememts by which he was oppress- 
ed, he found, leisure to accomplish a 
tour on the Continent, the details of 
which have been given to the public by 
one of the party, 

Eaily in the year 1817, Mr Raffles 
gave to the world his «« History of Java,’* 
in two large quarto volumes, with plates. 
This work abounds with information of 
the most interesting character, and is 
in every respect highly creffltable to its 
author. 

While in England, Mr Raffles made 
a second matrimonial connexion with a 
most amiable lady (now his widow), 
Sophia, the daughter of J. WatsonHull, 
Esq* kte of Great Baddow, in Essex* 
Of four children, the fruits of his two 
unions, be had the misfortune to lose 
three, during his residence at Sumatra, 
who, together with many of his person- 
al friends, fell victims to the climate. 

As an acknowledgment of his sei*vi- 
ces, and as the best appointment, aft(*r 
the resjfcnation of Java, at their rorn- 



iU EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, I82f). CChai^ 5. 


niancl, the East India Company con- 
firmed his nomination to the Residency 
of Bencooien, in Sumatra, which ^d 
been held in reserve for him, in the an- 
ticipation that such an event might pos- 
sibly occur. With this appointment, 
the rank and title of Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of Fort Marlborough was conferred 
upon him. He also received the honour 
of knighthood from bis Majesty, then 
Prince Regent, who graciously permit- 
ted the dedication of the History of Ja- 
va to himself. 

Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles left the 
shores of England for his new station, 
in November 1817, having been de- 
tained at Falmouth by contrary winds 
long enough to receive the melancholy 
intelligence of the death of the lament- 
ed Princess Charlotte, whose friend- 
ship, together with that of her illus- 
trious consort, he had the distinguished 
gratiffcation to enjoy ; and his first pub- 
lic act, on his arrival in his new go- 
vernment, was the forwarding of an 
address of condolence to his Majesty, 
on that most mournful event. 

On the 2?d of Maich 1818, Sir 
Thomas Stamford Raffles arrived at 
Bencoolen, and took charge of his go- 
vernment. It is well known that diis 
Residency was one of the East India 
Company’s earliest possessions, and ha- 
ving been formed on the bad principles 
which prevailed at the time when the 
Company first took possession of it, 
was for more than a century cursed 
with all the abominaMons whi^ attend 
the system of colonial slavery. Its 
population during that period consist- 
ed of a few demoralised Europeans, a 
small number of half-dotn^licated Ma- 
lays, and a considerable body of native 
African slaves called Cafim, whose 
lasting numbers were from time to 
time recruited by the importation of 
fresh victims, obtained at an enormous 
es:peiise. Of the latter description of 
persons, the Company possessed a con- 
stdemble establishment, and all the 


other Europeans resident in the settle- 
ment were of course accustomed to the 
anomalous luxury of slave service, and 
prwerty in human flesh. 

The whole history of this settlement j 
if coiTectly written, would give an in- 
structire view of the misery, folly, and 
coimiif»rcial disappointment which are 
the concomitants of this system. It is 
beyond all question, that for many years 
Bencoolen afforded to its possessors no 
Commercial advantage ; on the contrary, 
by a reference to the annual Parlia- 
mentary statements of the East Indie 
Company’s affairs, it will appear, that 
for the forty years last past it entailed 
upon them an annual loss, amounting 
frequently to more than one hundred 
thousand pounds. 

When Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles 
first took charge of this government, 
he found the settlement in the utmost, 
poverty and wretchedness ; for religious 
worship, or for the administration of 
justice, scai’cely any provision existing, 
and education almost totally disregartl- 
ed: on the other hand, gaming and 
cock-fighting, not only permitted, but 
publicly patronised by the govemmeiil , 
There was, in fact, security, neither for 
person nor for property, to be found. 
Murders were daily committed, and 
robberies perpetrated, which were ne- 
ver traced, nor indeed attempted to be 
traced ; and profligacy and immorality 
obtruded themselves everywhere. In 
addition to these disgusting features, 
the oppression and debauchery^ which 
naturally spring from the system of 
slavery, and are peculiar to it, filled up 
the frightful picture of misioile which 
this new connexion presented to its 
Lieutenant Gov^nor on his arrival. 

Entering on his career of ptibKc duty 
at Bencoolen under such inauspicious 
circuittstances, nevertheless mined 
with coolness, and pursued with st^di- 
ness and perseverance, bis phitis of re- 
form. He appears to have given his 
earliest attention to the subject of for- 
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cecl service and slavery. Of tlie former, 
lie traced the Iiistory with great 
tacy : the Malay law stipulated, it ap- 
peared, that after the decease of a debt- 
or, his children, in the first instance, 
and, after their death, the village to 
which he behmiged, should be still lia- 
ble for the debt. Thus not only the 
original coatractinrs were rendered slave 
debtors, as they are termed, but their 
offspring, and eventually the people in 
general, were reducedito the same hap- 
less state. Under the plea of recover- 
ing debts, and considering the people 
as debtors, they were compelled to 
work ; and as the colony, in fact, con- 
tained no equitable court for the im- 
partial adjudication of all the number- 
less questions which must constantly 
arise between debtor and creditor, the 
system in its operation became one of 
lawless violence and oppression on the 
one hand, and of constantly recurring, 
though but too frequently hopeless, re- 
sistance on the other. 

Of Afi-ican slaves, or Caffires, the 
property of government, there were, 
when Sir Thomas Stamford RafOies ar- 
rived, (men, women, and children,) up- 
waids of two hunted ; being mostly 
the children of slaves originally pur- 
chased by the East India Company ; 
that mode of keening up or augment- 
ing their numbers having of course been 
discontinued, in obedience to the act 
of the Briti^ Legislature which abo- 
lished the slave trade. 

There were not wanting persons in 
Bencoolen as in England, who eulogi- 
sed the slave system as the perfection 
of human policy, and asserted that the 
Company’s Cafires were happier than 
free mao. Such we^a npt the views of 
Sir Thomas Stamford RafBes, who, 
fully convinced of the,; contrary, caused 
tlm jwbole of the Company’s shves to 
he brought before tiie first Assembly 
of t)i6 native Chiefs of Sumatra that 
took place after his arrival, and after 
exphiiniug to them the principles and 


views of the British government, with 
regard to tiie abolition of slavery gene- 
rally, be gave to each of the slaves a 
certificate of fr^dom. To the old and 
infirm, small stipends were also allotted 
for subsistence during the remainder of 
their lives. This measure made a con- 
siderable impression at the time, and 
promised to be followed by the most 
favourable results. Indeed, Sir Tho- 
mas Stamford Raffles continued long 
enough at Bencoolen to enjoy the sa- 
tisfaction of passing a regulation with 
the entire concurrence of the native, 
chiefs, by which slavery was eventually 
abolished, and the laws regarding debt- 
ors so modified as to render them con- 
sistent with the principles of the Bri- 
tish government. 

Many other important reforms were 
effected by this gentleman during his 
residence at Bencoolen, of which the 
following call for particular notice. 

The revenues arising to the govern- 
ment from the gaming and C4>ck-figlit- 
ing farms were relinquished, and these 
vicious sports prohibited. 

The property in the soil was recog- 
nised, and the relation between the 
chiefo of districts and the cultivating 
classy adjusted. For a forced culti- 
vation of the soil was substituted a free 
cultivation ; the consequence of which 
was a considerable extension of agii- 
eulture, and a rapid and successful pro- 
gi’ess in ibe cultivation of coffee, sugai', 
pepper, and rice. Particular encou- 
ragement was given to the cultivation 
of grain, with a view of rendering the 
settlement independent of foreign sup^ 
plies. To the enlightened mind of Sir 
Thorny Stamfmd Raffles nothing ap- 
peared more absurd, than to allow, the 
inbalntants of an isolated colony like 
Fort, Marlborough needlessly to de- 
pend for then daily supply of food 
upon all the contingencies which at- 
tend importation from distant coun- 
tries. 

The police of Bencoolen, than winch 
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scarcely anything could be more defec- 
tive M'ljen lie took the charge of the 
government, underivent several import- 
ant modifications and % improvements. 
In the absence of any adequate judicial 
anthoriiy, empowering him to act un- 
tlcr lilt* sanction of the King and Bri- 
tish Farliament, Ih) obtained from the 
c liiel’s of the country a provisional trea- 
ty, which authorized him, on behalf of 
the Company, to administer the coun- 
try according to equity, justice, ami 
good policy. Under the sanction of 
this tn^aty, lie presided in a local insti- 
tution ctdlcd the Pangerang's Court, 
juul with the assistance of the chiefs, 
disposed of all questions respecting pro- 
perty or police whicli were brought be- 
fore him. By these measures, confi- 
dence between the European settlers 
and natives was restored, so as to ren- 
der it practicable for him to repeal an 
old regulation, which prohibited the 
inhabitants from wearing their cresses 
and oth(»r weapons within the town of 
Marlborough* 

The Lieutenant Governor also dis- 
missed the mounted body guard, which 
had been in attendance on the chief 
authority, and reduced the military 
sentinels. ‘‘ Thus,” he observes, in a 
letter to a friend, by showing the 
confidence 1 personally placed in the 
inhabitants, 1 seemed to raise them in 
tlieir own estimation, and in some de- 
gree to relieve tliem from the listless- 
ness in which 1 found them. And now 
that the gaming and cock-fighting farms 
are discontinued, and an idea is gone 
abroad that every one may reap the 
fruits of bis own industry, I have rea- 
son to hope the day is not far dtstant, 
when 1 may he able to place the Ma- 
layan character in a different light from 
that in wliich it has been for many 
years viewed.” 

Tlie last to be here noticed, but cei^- 
taitviy liot the least important measure 
of bis administration in Sumatra, was 
the establishment of native schools at 


Bencoolen, and the steps taken by hint 
to eieure their establishment through- 
out the country in every direction. He 
had long been known as the uncom- 
promising friend of universal education, 
Tn tlm year 1B19 he entered lai-gely 
into the discussion of the subject, in 
an excellent but yet nnpublisbed me- 
moir, which he submitted, through the 
sup^or anthorities in India, to the 
Court of Director in England. 

While Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles 
held this government, (fnvoumble as 
peace was to the cliief object of his 
ambition, the moral improvement of 
the colonists,) he had not the felicity 
of enjoying it altogether without in- 
terruption. Some piweediiigs of the 
Dutch Commissioners, in connexion 
with the Sultan of l*!dembaiig, drew 
from him aspirited remonstrance against 
measures which he considered to Ikj of 
the nature of encroachments on the 
rights or possessions of his country. 
Tins discussion involved him for a con- 
siderable time in an anxious and labo- 
rious correspondence, in which he as- 
serted, with manly firmness and dignity, 
the fair pretensions of Great Britain. 

With a view to the extension of tin* 
British interests and the honour of tin* 
British name in the Eastern seas, while 
he held this government, he also pro- 
jected and executed two measures un- 
connected with its details, which it will 
be proper here to notice. 

The first of these measures was the 
conclusion of a treaty, or treaties, with 
the chiefs of a small island, situated ofi' 
the south coast of Sumatra, called Puto 
Neas. This treaty was a measm*e ra- 
ther of benevolence than of policy. Tlie 
inhabitants^^^ tlie island, wlio rank 
among the most beautiful and well- 
formed specimens of the human family, 
have, from that if^eiy'lcireumstasic%ex** 
dted the cupidity Ilf almost all the Ma- 
homefdan chiefs in the neighbourhood, 
who, it is believed, have hefn long * in 
the practice of tnulkig to this island fur 
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slaves, and the most shockinfi: scenes 
of plunder and rapine have heei^ tlie 
necessary cotisequeiice. So extensive 
lias been the traffic in the ill-starred 
inhabitants of Pulo Ness, that Neas 
slaves are well known all over the East^ 
and highly prized for their superior 
comeliness and artless manners, which 
qualities have everywhere obtained for 
them the highest price. It was chiefly 
for the purpose of putting an end to 
this hateful traffic, in connexion with 
some not very great commercial ad- 
vantages which it was thought would 
result from the arrangement, that Sir 
Thomas Stamford liaffies took the is- 
land under British protection by a trea- 
ty, which was never confirnaed. 

The other measure just referred to 
was the estaldishinent of a British set- 
tlement on the island of Sineapore, si- 
tuated at the southern extremity of the 
Malayan peninsula. While this mea- 
sure was under discussion, some diver- 
sity of opinion existed as to its expe« 
diency, but respecting which the supe- 
rior discermneiit of Sir T. S. Raffiea 
left no doubt upon his mind* He there- 
fore*, early in the year 1819, cliarged 
himself with the responribility of pro- 
ceeding ill person direct from Prince of 
Wales’ Island, whither he bad been to 
consult with its governor, and in the 
course of not more than ten days from 
Ins quitting Penang, viz* on the 29th 
of February 1819, succeeded in hoist- 
ing the British flag upon Sineapore, 
which he declared a free port. 

The best commendation of this en- 
terprise is its surprising success, which 
more thati realized even the sanguine 
ex| 9 ectations of its projector. Experi- 
ence Ims proved that, Smfifjmre is pe- 
culiai'ly eligibly situated Witli relation 
to the whole Easteimarchipelago, to 
Chlaa, and to Infliaf an extended 
commerce, if heki ad a free port under 
British protection* 

. Its population, previously to its oc- 
cupation for this purfmse, did not amount 


to more than two hundred souls ; but, 
in less than two years from that date, 
it exceeded Jken thousand* During this 
period (two years), not less than two 
thousand e^ht hundred and eighty-nine 
vessels are stated to have entered the 
p««^, of which three hundred and cigh- 
ty-three were owned and commanded 
by Europeans, and two thousand five 
hundred and six by natives. Their 
united tonnage exce^ed two hundred 
thousand tons. The value of its com- 
merce in the first two years was esti- 
mated at five millions of dollars. In 
the yeai* 1822 it had augmented to 
eight millions five hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand one Imudred and seven- 
ty-one dollars ; and in 1823, to thirteen 
millions two hundred and sixty-eight 
thousand three hundred and ninety-se- 
ven dollars* The natives of the neigh- 
bouring states resorted to it in abun- 
dance with goods or bullion, and many 
of them have erected houses and large 
ware], louses on the island. 

For the government of this settle- 
ment, a few simple but highly import- 
ant regulations were framed ; and for 
the immediate preservation of order, 
and protection of persons and property, 
a local magistracy was instituted by 
Sir Tliomas Stamford Raffies ; the ma- 
gistrates to act under the Resident, wf jo 
was the representative of the British 
government upon the island. They 
were selected from such British inha- 
bitants as were of tlie greatest influence 
and riespectabiUty in the settlement, 
whose names were enrolled for that 
purpose* They held the Resident’s 
commission, taking it in turns to act as 
sitting magistrate ; and once in a quar- 
ter^ or oftener, as occasion mights re- 
quire, to hold a meeting of tlie nature 
quarter sessions, for the hearing and 
deciding of cases which miglit exceed 
the authority of a single magistrate, and 
dctti^ all such things as are usually ilone 
at quarter sessions in England, as far 
as the object and nature of that instim- 
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tion oould be censidered applicable to 
tiie ciroiiiiiatatices of the settlement. 

Fmr the adjustment of «anal] debts, 
the magistrates were empowered to de^ 
chle in a summary manner within n li* 
mited amount : and the assistant to the 
Resident was authoiiaed to perform the 
duties of a Notary Public. 

It being expedient that an authority 
should exist for the enactment, from 
time to time, of such local laws and 
regulations as the circumstances of the 
settlement might require, the Resident 
was empowered to pass such regula- 
tioris, by and with the advice of rfie 
magistrates, subject to the con£[rmati<m 
of the Governor General, in Council, 
of Bengal^ and provided always, ^at 
such laws and regulations are of a local 
nature, and in no way inconsistent with 
or repugnant to any known British law 
or usage.*’ 

In legislating for this settlement, the 
slave trade and slavery were expressly 
prohibited. No individual could be im* 
ported for sale, transferred, or sold as 
a slave, after the establishment the 
settlement ; or, having his or her fixed 
residence in the island, can now be 
considered or treated as a slave, under 
any denomination, condi^on, colour, or 
pretence whatever.” The usages re* 
specting bond debtors were, of course, 
materially modified; and a continued 
residence of twelve months at Sinca* 
pore was declared to constitute a fixed 
residence, and to entitle the party to all 
the benefits of the British cons^tution. 
The government of tliis settlement is 
now in the hands of a resident counsel* 
lor, and is conducted in the same man- 
ner as those of Prince of Wales’ Island, 
and^alacca, under the authodty of the 
East India Company. 

A list of individuals who have ex- 
pressed favourable opinions of the Sin- 
capore establishment, would include 
the names of Craufurd, Mitchell, Fair- 
lie, Gladstone, Grant, aiM several others. 

The island of Sincapore,” says Mr 


Gladstone, at present in our posses- 
sion,^ considered extremely eligible 
as a medium of intercourse and ex- 
change of commodities with those na- 
tions lying to the eastward of tlie Straits 
of Malacca.^’ “ With re8|>ect to whet 
are called the Oriental Islands,” says 
Mr Mitchell, << I certainly am of opi 
nion that a very com^rable trade 
might be Created if those assistances 
were given which are now wanting ; I 
mean ports, where our ships could land 
their outward cargoes, and purchase tlieir 
homeward cargoes, with safety ; such, 
for instance, as the island of Sincap(u*e, 
in the eastern entrance of the Straits 
of Malacca.” Messrs Craufaid, Fail- 
lie, and others, expressed themselves 
to the same effect. The late Mr Charles 
Grant, in partieulm, whose competen- 
cy of judgment few persons will l»e dis- 
posed to question, remarked tliat he 
nad turned his thoughts to Sincapore ; 
that he had considered the position and 
the occupation of the place to be very 
importunt to the British interests ; that 
he wished it might be found consistent 
with the rights of the two nations, that 
Great Britain mi^ht keep possession of 
it. He thought it remarkably well si- 
tuated to be a considevable emporium in 
the Eastern seas. He had no doubt that 
it would soon rise (as in fact it has ri- 
sen) to gr^t magnitude and import, 
ance. He remembered well being struck 
with bow much had been done in a short 
time, both as to the resort of people as 
settlers, and of shipping for trade, re- 
membering that it was quite an unoccu- 
pied spot when taken possesrion of. 

If,” Mr Grant adds, with reference 
to the distmguiBhed subject of this me- 
mmr, ^ 1 ipay be permitted to allude 
to the conduct of any individu^, I must 
say that I tbiidc^the whole proceedings 
of Sir Thomas <£laiiiford Rafiies iwve 
been^ mariced with great if^Hgence, 
and "^eat zeal for the interests of his 
country,” 

Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles made 
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ills last visit to Smcftpore in tlie year 
1823. He then founded there In in- 
stitution designed to consist of a col- 
lege, with Id^rary and nraseum, foi* the 
study of Anglo*Cbine8€ literature, and 
of branch schools in the Chinese and 
Malayan languages. With this college 
it was his original wish to have incor- 
porated a sitniiai* institutitm previously 
formed by Drs Milne and Morrison at 
Malacca ; but that part of the deirim 
was abandoned. Towards the estabHsn- 
ment of tl»e Sincapore College, the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollai's was raised 
by voluntary contribution; an advan- 
tageous allotment of land near the town 
has also been appropriated for its use, 
and each of the departments endowed 
with an assignment of five hundred 
acres of uncleared ground on the usual 
terms. To these grants riie founder of 
the institution had the satisfaction of 
ad<llng an annual endowment on the 
part of the Company, whose authority 
he represented, and before he quitted 
the island, of laying the first stone of 
the projected edifice. 

Very early in the year 1824, the im- 
paired state of his constitution deter- 
mined Sir Thfunas Stamford RalRes to 
relinquish the govemment of Fort Marl- 
borough, and return to his native coun- 
try. For this purpose he chartered tlie 
country ship Fame, and on the 2d of 
February embarked in that ship, with a 
considemhlc property in valuables ; but 
bis intended voyage was interrupted for 
a time by a most calamitous event, the 
<lestruction of the ship and cargo by 
fire. Shortly after eight o’clock in the 
evening of the day of his embarkation, 
when he and his family had retired to 
rest, the alarm of fire wno^ven in the 
fore part of the ship. No sooner had 
he discovered tbh^ to ^ the fact, than 
every eirertion was ihtlle, under his di- 
rection and that of the captaitii, tq save 
the ship and cargo; soon, however, it 
became evident that the flames bad 


gainedalieight which defied all attempts 
to eutittgnish them, and that no dter- 
natiVe remained but, in the last entire*- 
mity, Ibr those on board to take to the 
boats. By means of these, 8ir Thomas 
Stamford RaiHes, his famtty, and the 
cdiutnil.uder and crew of the Fame, were 
enabled to preserve their lives ; and 
early the next morning, after having 
spent a ni^bt of the most distressing 
mixiety on the oeean, they reachc'd the 
shores of Sumatra in safety, at a dis- 
tance of about fifteen miles from Ben- 
coolen. 

In a letter to a friend in England, 
describing this calamity, Sir Stamford 
Raffles observed : — “ The properly 
which I have lost, on the most mo- 
derate estimate, cannot be less than 
L.20,000 ; I might almost say L.30,000. 
But the loss which I have to regret be- 
yond all, is my papers and drawings ; 
all my papers of every description, in- 
cluding iny notes and observations, willi 
memoirs and collections, sufBckmt for 
8 fiill and ample history, not only of 
Sumatra, but of Borneo, and every other 
island in these seas ; my intended ac- 
count of the establishment of Sinca- 
pore ; the history of my own adminis- 
tration; grammars, dictionaiies, and vo- 
cabularies ; and last, not least, a grand 
map of Sumalxa, on which I had been 
employed since my first airival hero, and 
on which, for the last six months, I had 
bestowed almost my whole undivided 
attention 'this, however, was not all, 
—all my collections in natural histoxy, 
and tny splendid collection of drawing, 
upwards of a thousand in number, with 
all the valuable papers and notes of my 
friends AnuM and Jack ; and, to con- 
clude, I will merely notice, that ^re 
was scarce an unknown animal, bird, 
beast, or fish, or an interesting plant, 
vHiich we had not on board. A living 
tapir, a new species of tiger, spleiuli<i 
pheasants, &c. 8ec. all dofm^icated lor 
the voyage. We were, in short, in this 
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Inspect a HoiAi*s ark. AU-«*aU — kas 
periabed ; \mt thank God, our lives have 
been.apa^d, and we do not repine. 

** Our plan is to get another ship as 
soon as possible, and I think you may 
stfill expect us in July.” 

After his return to Fort Marlborough, 
Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles did not 
resume the functions of government. 
He remained there till April, when he 
finally embarked for England in the ship 
Mariner, and airived in London in the 
month of August 1824. 

While walking in St James’s Street, 
within a few months after his return to 
England, he had a slight attack of apo- 
plexy, the effect of which made an evi- 
dent impression on his constitution* 

Having purchased some property at 
liighwood, in the neighbourhood of 
Hendon, Middlesex, Sir Thomas Stam- 
ford Raffles principally lived there in a 
very retired manner, in the bosom of 
his familj^# On the day preceding his 
death, with the exception of a bilious 
attack under which he bad laboured for 
some days, there was nothing in his 
appearance to create the least appre- 
hension that the fatal hour was so near. 
On the evening of that day he retu'ed 
to rest between ten and eleven o’clock, 
his usual hour when in the country. 
On the followingmoming at five o’clock, 
it being discovered tliat he had left his 
room before the time at which he ge- 
nerally got up, six o’clock, Lady Raffles 
immediately rose, and found mm lying 
at the bottom of a flight of stairs, in a 
state of complete insensibility. Medical 
aid was promptly procured, and every 
means resorted to, to restore animation, 
but the ^tal spark had fled. The body 
was opened, under the direction of Sir 
Everaiti Home, the same day, who pro- 
npunced his death to have been caused 
byiun apoplectic attack beyond the cen- 
tal of all human power. It was like- 
wise apparent, that the sufferings of the 
deceased must for some time past have 
been niost intense. Ilis constitution 


had Bleared much during his long re* 
sideinib in India, and in the anxious and 
zealous discharge of the important du- 
ties which devolved upon him there. 

Of a character possessing so much 
interest as the distinguislied imlividual 
of whose public Hfe the foregoing is a 
brief narrative, it would be desirable to 
exhibit a full-length portrait; but of this 
neither time nor space will admit. It 
must suffice cursorily to observe, that 
Bis literary qualifications were highly re- 
spectable ; that his style was elegant, 
his application to study intense, and his 
habits of research laborious. He also 
appears to have be^n a man of unques- 
tionable benevolence, and to have been 
influenced by an enlightened policy. 
This he evinced by avowing and acting 
upon the opinion, that the relation be- 
tween colonies and those which are in 
common parlance called their parent 
states, implies more than mere exaction 
by the latter, and obedience from the 
former. He considered it to be tlie 
first duty of governors to cultivate and 
improve, as well as to defend, the peo- 
ple who were subjected to their autho- 
rity; and in the governments which 
he administered, he endeavoured, not 
unsuccessfully, to fulfil tins first duty. 
Possessed oi a comprehensive mind 
in wlmtever situation he was placed, 
he meditated great objects; some of 
which it was his good fortune to realize. 
He examined the Malay character, that 
he might improve it ; and he essayed 
nothing less than its complete reforma- 
tion, by tlie abrogation of some of the 
worst principles and practices whicli 
deform society, and by the intro- 
iuction of means of moral advancement, 
till then almost unknown, or long ne- 
glected, in that interesting part of tlie 
globe. The practices and principles 
which he sougint to extirpate, ^erc 
cruelty, tyranny, fraud, and ignorance ; 
those which it appears to have been his 
wish to introduce were knowledge and 
iusticcj by the efficient aduiinistration 
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of equal laws, Uie recognition <j|;per- 
»onal am! relative rights, the total abo- 
lition of bond service and slavery, and 
by education. 

The name of Sir Thomas Stemford 
Raffles will live in British history, not 
among warriors, but among the benefac- 
tors of mankind, as a philanthropist and 
statesman of the very first eminence. 
Time alone can ascertain the extent of 
the debt which the nation owes to his 
memory and to his family : but it will 
be by all acknowledged, that to the pub- 
lic he was a valuable servant, and, in 
connexion with the British possessions 
in the East, a most powerful agent. 
There can be no doubt tliat the great 
flesigns whicli he formed, and the mea- 
sures he pursued, if followed up as a 
part of her colonial policy, will exalt 
the character of Great Britain far more 
than her proudest victories have ever 
done. 

Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles had the 
lioiiour of a share in the esteem of his 
Majesty ; and he enjoyed the personal 
friendship of not a few individuals of 
eminence, both in Eui’ope and in Asia ; 
some of whom were of exalted rank, 
aiul others of high literary character ; 
llie latter description includes Dr Mor- 
rison, the author of the Chinese Gram- 
mar and Dictionary; Sir Geoige Staun- 
ton, the author of the Embassy to Chi- 
na ; Dr Wilkins, the East India Com- 
pany’s Libi-arian; and almost eveiy 
other Orientalist of celebrity. 

Of tlie excellence of Sir Thomas 
Uaffles’s private character, and of the 
virtues of his heart, it is impossible to 
speak too strongly. There never wus 
a man more deservedly endeared to his 
family and friends, or more deeply la- 
mented by them* 

His own publications were, The 
History of ^ava,” Already mentioned, 
which appeai'ed in 1817, in two vols. 
4ito; and Finlayson’s Mission to Siam, 
with Memoirs of the Author, by Sir T. 
S. Raffles/’ one voL Svo. Some 


time after las return to England, W 
edited The Malay Annals” of the htte 
Dr Leyden ; to which he prefixeil ah 
introduction. He is also known to have 
left some literary projects unexecuted, 
pUi'tichlarly a memoir of Sincapore in 
manuscript* 

The Reverend John Milner, D*D. 
F*S.A., 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP OP 
CASTABALA, AND VICAR APOSTO- 
LIC OF THE MIDLAND DISTRICT OF 
EKOLAND* 

This distinguished scholar and di- 
vine was born in the year 1752. His 
real name was Miller. In a baptismal 
registry in the custody of the Vicar 
Apostolic of the London District, Is 
the following entry of his baptism : — 

“ Anno I)ni. 1752, die 14 Octob. 
Baptizatus fuit Johannes Miller, Rlius Jo- 
seph! et Helenee iMiller, conjugum. Patrini 
fuerunt Jacobus Brown et Anna Marsland. 
“A me Gul. Errington, Miss. Aplico.’* 

His parents were respectable people 
in trade. Having received the first ru- 
diments of education in the Catholic 
Schools of Sedgeley Pwk, near Wol- 
verhampton, and Edgbaston, near Bir- 
mingham, be was sent to the English 
College at Douay; and prolmbly, on 
going abroad, instead of his patronymic 
of Miller, assumed the name of Milner. 
At Douay that intrepidity of character 
for which he was afterwards so remark- 
able burst forth ; but his brilliant talents 
were not yet displayed; he did not teach 
in the schools ; nor did he ever defend 
publidy there any part of his philoso- 
phy or divinity. 

Having completed his studies at 
Douay, he was in the year 1777 ordain- 
ed Priest ; and soon after, was sent on 
the mission in England, and placed in 
London. His love of sacred science 
and literature must then have manifest- 
ed itself, for the library belonging 
the Chapter and Clergy of the LondoR 
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.District was committed to bis care. 
.But more active duties were required 
from him. A malignant fever, raging 
at Wihchester among the French jwi- 
eoners, had deprived them of two Ca- 
tholic pastors ; and the charity of Dr 
Milner prompted him to go to the assis- 
tance of the unfortunate suffered. This 
led to his being appointed to talve charge 
of the mission at Winchester, which he 
did in the month of October 1779. 
Among his benevolent exertions there, 
he was one of the chief instruments 
which, through the influence of the late 
Marquis of Buckingham, who for many 
years was bis friend and patron, obtain- 
ed the removal of the prisoners to the 
King’s bouse in that city. He also wrote 
a letter (much spoken of at the time) 
declaratory of his belief of tlte inno- 
cence, afterwai'ds, when too late, ad- 
mitted, of a person in Winchester gaol 
of the name of Smnsbury, under sen- 
tence of death for breal^ig open the 
bouse of Mr Amyott, the parliamentary 
representative for Southampton. 

Dr Milner’s first publication was A 
Funeral Discourse on the Death of the 
Venerable and Right Reverend Richard 
Cltalloncr, Bishop of Debora, and Apos- 
tolic Vicar of the Southern District, 
who died January 12th, 1781 ; pro- 
nounced January 14th, 1781 ; printed 
in the year 1782.” In this discourse 
Dr Milner gratefully acknowledges that 
it was to Challoner he was indebt- 
ed for the advantage of receiving early 
impressions of piety, as well as for his 
sacred cbaracter.^His next work was 

A Letter to the Author of a Book 
called * A Candid and Impartial Sketch 
of the Life and GovcmmeBt of Pope 
Clement XIV.’ London, 1785.”~Hi8 
diird publication was George the 
Third, the Sovereign of the Heaits of 
Ms Subjects ; a Sermon, with Notes his- 
torical^ explematory, preached in the 
Roman Catholic Chapel at Winchester, 
April 23d, 1789; being the day of Ge- 
neinl Thanksgiving for His Majesty’s 


happy Recovery.” The design of this 
Sm'tnon was to obviate some heavy 
charges of uncharitableness, sedition, 
and peijury, which had been brought 
against the Roman Catliolic region ; 
and to prove that the Rrnnan Catliolics 
were capable of being good citizens, and 
good suligeclii to the English govern- 
ment* 

B&st Uie dreumstance which first call- 
ed forth, m an eminent degree, the aeal 
and eneigies of the subject of this me- 
moir, was the spirit of resistance to ec- 
clesiastieal authority, whidh followed 
the first relaxatiou of the penal code 
agtunst the Cathdics. This event took 
place in 1778, with little opposition in 
the senate, or dissension among the 
Catliolios ; hut it was accom])anied by 
die defection of some of the first cha- 
racters of the Catholic aristocmey from 
their Church, particularly Lords Gage, 
Fauconherg, Teynham, Montague, Nu- 
gent, Kinpland, Dunsany, bis Grace of 
Gordon, the Earl of Surrey, (afterwards 
Duke of Ncarfolk), &c. tlie Baronets 
Tanered, Gascoign, Swinburn, Blake, 
&c. as dso the Priests Billinge, War- 
ton, Hawkins, Lewis, Dords, ^c. . In 
1782 five persons were appointe<l to be 
a Committee for five years to promote 
and attend to tJie affairs of the Roman 
CatiM>lic body in England and the time 
for its existence being expired, in 1787, 
another was nominate. Of these com- 
mittees Mr Charles Butler was secre- 
tary. One of their measures was the 
proposal of a new oath, which gave rise 
to a strong contention, in which Dr 
Milner took a very prominent and able 
part* The oath was condemned by 
the then four Vicars Apostolic, who 
issued an encyclical letter, declaring 
that it could not be lawfully taken. This 
letter gave rise to tlte publication of the 
“Blue-Books,” so called from being 
stitched in blue papet, and having no 
regulai' title. In one of these the Com- 
mittee protested against the present and 
all future decisions of the Bishops, “ as 



Chap, 2.] EMINENT CHARACTERS DECEASED. §3 


cneroaebing on their natural^ dvS^ and 
rc^ligious rights.” Means were also nsed 
to persuade the Roman Catholic clergy 
and laity that they had a right to choose 
and appoint their Bishops; and three 
works were puhlidheil in support of this 
pretension by a leading member of the 
Committee. Tfiese wofks were an* 
swered in detail by Dr Milner, in three 
separate pamphlets, bearing the 
ing titles : The Clergyman’s Answer 
to the Layman’s Letter on the Appoint- 
ment of Bishops ’ « The Divine Right 
of Episcopacy, addressed to the Catho- 
lic Laity of England, in Answer to the 
Layman’s Second letter to the Cathofic 
Clergy of England, with Remarks on 
the Oaths of Stippemacy and Allegi- 
ance and Ecclesiastical Democracy 
detected ; being a Review of the Con- 
trovei*sy between the Clergyman and 
the Layman, concerning the Election of 
Bishops, and of other Matters contain- 
ed in the Writings of Sir John Throck- 
morton, Bart.” 

Soon after the condemnation of ^e 
oath in 1789, two of the Vicars Apos- 
tolic died, and were succeeded in the 
latter part of the following year by Dr 
William Gibson for the northern dis- 
ti'ict, and Dr John Douglas for the Lon- 
don district. The consecration of the 
former prelate was performed on the 
5th of December, 1790, at the Chapel 
in Lulworth Castle, by Dr Walmcsley, 
(the author of Pastorini’s History of 
the Christian Church,”) assisted by the 
late Rev. Charles Plowden, and the 
subject of this memoir, who preached 
the consecration sermon, published in 
8vo, 1 791, Dr Douglas was consecrated 
at ^e same place on the 19th of the 
same month* Before the prelates left 
Lulworth, they agreed to a second en- 
cyclical letter, condemning the appella- 
tion of protesting Catholic dissenters, 
assumed by the al^ve-mentioned Com- 
mittee ; and Dr Milner was appointed 
to act as agent for the Bishops of the 
western and northern districts. In this 


capacity Ite became personally acquaint- 
ed with the most celebrated statesmen 
of ; namely, Mr Pitt, Mr Foa, 

MrDin^ (afterwiwds Lord Melville,) 
and MV Wimlhain ; and was likewise in- 
tpoduced to three of the Protestant Bi- 
dbops, (with one of whom, Dr Horsley, 
he became united in friendship,) Mr 
Wilberforce, and Mr William Smith. 
By his powerful reasoning and earnest 
simplicity he effected essential service to 
his cause, in making these members of 
the LegislatiKre senile of tjie obnox- 
ious parts of the oath which the Com- 
mittee had introduced into thefr Bill for 
the Relief of the Catholics, and which 
was presented to tlie House of Com- 
mons, on the let of Maich 1791, by Mr 
Mitford. On this important occasion 
Dr Milner was at bis post, to watcb the 
sentitnents of the members. On bis 
journey from Winchester to London, he 
drew up a document relative to the dis- 
pute between the Prelates and the Com- 
mittee, consistii^ of questions from the 
frrst Blue Book, with answers to the 
same, and entitled ^ Facts relating to 
the present Contest among the Roman 
Catholics of ^s Kingdom, concerning 
the Bill to be introducetl into Parlia- 
ment for their Relief ;” and, on his ar- 
rival, he caused copies to be printed and 
circulated among the members. The 
effect produced by this paper was very 
great. After Mr Pitt liad minutely read 
it, he ^us expressed himself: We 
have been deceived in tlie great outlines 
of the Bill ; and either the other party 
must be relieved, or tbe Bill not pass. 

In the meanwhile; a passage respect- 
ing our English St George, in Dr Mil- 
ners Sermon on the King’s Recovery, 
having occasioned a controveray in the 
Hteraiy palaestra of the Gentleman’s 
Magazine, of which Dr Milner was, at 
that time, a frequent correspondent, it 
produced from him, in 1792, an octavo 
pamphlet, entitled, An Historical and 
Critical Inquiry into the Existeniie and 
Character of St George, Patron of Eng- 
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land, of the Oi^dcr of die Garter, and of 
the Antiquarian Society; in which tlie 
Assertions of Edward Gibbon, Esq^ 
(History of the Dedtne and Fafl of the 
Roman Empire, ehap^ xxiii.) and of 
certmn other writers, conceniing diis 
Saint, are diseussedb In a Letter to the 
Right Horn George Earl of Leicester, 
President of the Antiquaxiaa Society.” 
In this pamphlet Dr Milner proved in* 
eontrovertibly that Mr Gibbon had 
confounded the illustrious patrcm of 
England, who was a military man, and 
not an ecclesiastic, with the infamous 
and turbulent usurper of the See of 
Alexandria, in the reign of Constantins. 

On the execution of the French King, 
Dr Milner composed and publish^ 
** The Funeral Oration of bis late Most 
Christian Majesty Louis XVI* pitmoim- 
ced at the I^neral Service performed 
by the French Cleigy of the King’s 
House, Winchester, at St Peter’s Cha- 

¥ 5 ! in the said City, April 12, 179S.” 
his discourse is from 1 Tim* iv. 8* 

The circulation of Dr Milne’s for* 
cible md argumentative ‘‘ Facts,” great* 
iy annoyed the Catholic Committee. 
An attempt was made to invalidate his 
appointment; but it totally failed. Some 
farther steps taken by the Committee 
induced Dr Milner, in 1795, to publish 
A Reply to the Rqjort published by 
the Cisalpine Club, on the Authenticity 
of the Protestation at tlie Museum, in 
which the Spuriousness of that Deed is 
detected.” Finally, the Committee were 
compelled by the Ministry to drop the 
obnoxious title of Protesting Catholic 
Dissenters and in the House of Lords 
the condemned oath was totally dis- 
carded, the Irish oath of 1778 being 
substituted in its place. 

Tbe inteiTals l)etween these contro- 
versies were dedicated by Dr Milner 
to the study of antiquities. His know- 
ledge on that subject had obtained for 
him, (on the recommendation of Mr 
Gough, the celebrated topogiaphev,) an 
intrc^ction into the Society of Anti- 


quaries; of which he was admitted a 
Fellow, <«i the 8th of March, 1790. In 
1798, his indignation baring been rou* 
sed, in common with that of many ju- 
dicious men of taste, at tlie unsparing 
transformation of Simsbury Cathedml, 
Dr Milnerr published << A Dissertation 
on the Modern Btyloof altering Catbc- 
dreds, as exemplihed in tbe Cathedral ol 
Salishmy.” In this Essay, Dr Milner 
partieulariaed the various alterations 
which had been made in Salisbury Ca- 
thedral, tbe monuments which bad been 
removed, and tbe decorations whicli 
had been destroyed ; painted a picture 
of the disgusting ap|>earanGe of the re- 
emt fitting up of the church for tbe ac- 
commodation of those wIm) had to per- 
form divine service in it ; and lamented 
tbe fatal example which was thus held 
out on a suljcet so deeply interesting. 

It was not, however, until the latter 
end of tlie year 1798, when Dr Milner 
published his great work, “ The History, 
Civil and Ecclesiastical, and Survey of 
tbe Antiquities of Winchester,” (dedi- 
cated to the Countess Chandos Temple, 
lady to tbe present Duke of Bucking- 
ham,) that his fiune as a writer became 
universal. Inestimable as were tlic be- 
nefits which England derived^ from tlie 
Reformation, it cannot be denied that it 
was tbe cause of the decline of ecclesi- 
astical architecture. By degrees the 
sublimity of tlie English, or Gothic style, 
in sacred buildings, seemed to be no 
longer felt. It w^as even held in con- 
tempt by Sir Christopher Wren and 
tbe accomplished Evelyn. Horace Wal- 
pole, although his taste was imperfect, 
was in some degree sensible of its 
charms ; and may be said to have given 
the first impulse towards its revival. 
Tlie theory, however, was not under- 
stood, even at a later period. Warton, 
Grose, and Beutham, but particulaily 
tbe last, contributed to improve the taste 
for this study ; but it was reserved for 
Dr Milner more particularly to define 
the styles, and fix those terms by which 
7 
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they wete to be readily distinguished. 
His division of Saxon or Norman archi- 
tecture into the circular style, and of 
Gothic into the minted ; his substitu- 
tion of the term English for Gothic, as 
applied to the pointed style ; and his de- 
duction of the latter from the intellect* 
ed circular arch, are well known. These 
opinions he fully illustrated in the course 
of his admirable “ History, civil and 
ecclesiastical, of Winchester;” in his let- 
ter to Mr Taylor, containing “ Obser- 
vations on the Means necessary for the 
further illustrating the Ecclesiastical 
Architecture of the Middle Ages,” and 
in his Treatise on the Eccl^iastical 
Architecture of England during the 
Middle Ages.” Dr Milner did more 
than explain the theory; he applied 
himself to prevent those unskilful al- 
terations and innovations in our sacred 
buildings of antiquity, which amount 
to sacrilege and barbarism. The in- 
judicious operations which be had seen 
in the cathedrals of Salisbury and Lich- 
field, and those commenced at Dur- 
ham, called forth all his exertions in the 
Society of Antiquaries, in conjunction 
with Sir Henry Engleheld, Mr Town- 
ley, Mr Gough, and Mr Carter, to stop 
their progress, in which they eventual- 
ly succeeded. 

Unfortunately, however, although 
highly meritorious in an historical and 
antiquarian point of view, Dr Milner 
introduced so much polemical disquisi- 
tion into his “ History of Winchester,” 
that it occasioned severe animadversion 
in some of the Reviews, and gave rise 
to several controversial tracts. The 
character of Bishop Hoadly being treat- 
ed with very improper freedom, Dr Mil- 
ner observing, it may with truth be 
said, that both living and dying, he un- 
dermined the church of which he was a 
prelate;” the Reverend Dr Sturges, 
Frebendary and Chancellor of Winches- 
ter, the friend of Dr Hoadly, publish- 
ed an imsWer, entitled, « Reflections on 
the Principles and Institutions of Po- 
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pery, with reference to Civil Society 
and Government, especially that of this 
Kingdom ; occasioned by the Reverend 
John Milner's History of Winchester.” 
And Dr Robert Hoadly Ashe issued 
« A Letter to the Reverend Jolm Mil- 
ner, M«A. F.S.A. Author of the Civil 
and Ecclesiasticid History of Winches- 
ter; occasioned by his False and Illi- 
beral Aspersimi on the Memory and 
Writings of Dr Benjamin Hoadly, for- 
merly Bishop of Winchester.” Dr Stur- 
ges observed, that Dr Milner's work 
was made so much the vehicle of an 
apology for Popery, and a satire on the 
reformed religion in general, especially 
that of the Church of England, that 
that seemed to have been the object 
predominant in the author's mind, and 
the ostensible subject, the History of 
Winchester, properly so called, second- 
ary only and subservient to it,” Dr 
Ashe vindicated Bishop Hoadly’s reli- 
gion and politics to the fullest extent, 
and in the most animated manner. Dr 
Sturges was supported by a letter in 
the Gentleman's Magazine, from the 
Reverend Joseph Berrington, who, him- 
self a Catholic priest, defended his 
church from tlie imputation of being a 
party to Dr Milner's intemperance. 
This gentleman was answered by an- 
other of Sylvanus Urban's correspon- 
dents, who declared that Dr Milner’s 
History of Winchester would be read 
by pei’sons of all communions, not 
only with approbation, but with de- 
light ; that it would be read by the his- 
torian with all the admiration which a 
new train of information relative to the 
events of past times could raise in t he 
imagination ; that it would be read by 
the antiquary with the profound satis- 
faction which such an inexhaustible 
store of national antiquities was calcu- 
lated to create ; and that it would be 
read by the artist with a participation 
of the enthusiasm which its picturesque 
description of the manners and customs 
of Our ancestors so pre-eminently clis- 
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playod/* Dr Mlliu^r Iiimaelf piihlisheil, 
in tiie next Nunilicr of the Geutleman « 
Magazine, an answer to Mr Berring- 
tonV attack ; in which he said of tliat 
gentleman, that his th(»ol(>gical opinions 
had been censunnl hy every ecclesias- 
tical superior under whom he had lived; 
and, in 1800, be ]>ubUshed “ Letters to 
a IVebendaiy, being an Answer to Re- 
flections on l^)pery by the Reverend J* 
Sturges, L.L.l). J^^ehendary and Chan- 
cellor of Winchestijr, and Chaplain to 
his Majesty ; with Remarks on the Op- 
position of Hoadlyisrn to the Doctrines 
of the Church of England/* Tlie abi- 
lity with which tlu^se “ Letters’* were 
written, was spokciU of in tm ins of ad- 
miration in the House of (\)ininons, by 
Mr Slieridan, Mr Windham, an<i Dr 
Laurenc<‘ ; and 1 )r Horsley, in the House 
of I jords, d(‘fen(Ied their author from an 
attack made on him by Lord Chancel- 
lor Loughliorough. The Letters thein- 
s(*lves Imve been printed and re-priiit- 
ed, in England, Ireland, and North 
America ; and are regarded, hy the Ro- 
man C’ailiolics and tla'ir friends, as 
likely to “ remain a standard of ortho- 
doxy and noble eloquence, while the 
name of tlie venerable aiul learned au- 
iltor will he inscribed on the tablet of 
ini mortality/* 

In the same year in which Dr Mil- 
ner published J»is History of Win- 
chester," he also published “ A brief Ac- 
count of the Life of the late Right Re- 
vfMvnd Ricliard (jlialloner,l).D. Bishop 
of D(‘hora, and Apostolii* \'icfir of the 
Southern llistrict,” 

In 1801, tlie principal ground of ob- 
jection taken to the “ emancipation’* of 
the Calholics, being, that it would he a 
violation of the coronation oath, Dr 
JVlibier published his Case of Con- 
Hcience solved ; or, the. Catholic Claims 
proved to he compatible with the Co- 
ronation Oath, in a Letter from a Ca- 
suist in the Country to his Friend iti 
'fowiL W ith a Sup[>b*n)enl in answer 
to ConHidm-alious on the said Oath, hy 


John Reeves, Esq/* Tliis work was 
the 6rst performance of the kind ever 
committed to the press, and was dedi- 
cated to the late Mr W* indhain. 

W’hen Bonaparte became Idrst (*ou- 
sul of I'nmce, he entered into a coii- 
conlat with the late Poj>e Pius V 11., 
tvlio had recently been elected to the 
papal chair, hy which a new circum- 
scription of dioceses throughoul that 
kingdom was deemed necessary. ’Phis 
measure met with some opposition 
among the Fren<di emigrant cliM gy, who 
liad sought refuge in England from tlu* 
])(*rsecutions of the revolutionary infi- 
dels during tlie reign of terror. !\L 
Blanchard, in particular, ])uhlish(*d se- 
veral works of a nature highly deroga- 
tory to the supreme Iiead of the Cat ho* 
lie Church. At this crisis, Dr Milner 
jiroduced a work of some extiml, enti- 
tled, “ An Elucidation of the (kmduci 
of his Holiness Popc^ Pius VIE, with 
resp(‘Ct to the Bishops aiul Ecclesiasti- 
cal Aftairs in F'rance, in a L(‘tt(‘r to a 
Country Gentleman. With a new 
Translation of the late Briefs ; the one 
addressed to the Catholic Prelates, the 
other to the Archhisho]) of Corinth, n*- 
lative to the Schismatical Prelativ^ of 
that Country/* In this work he show- 
ed that the Pope had only exercis(Ml 
tlie powers of Ins predecessor, Pius V]„ 
and restored the Catholic religion in 
France, re-uniting that country with 
the Holy See, in a nianiuu- similtir to 
that wliich Pole, as k'gate from Julius 
IIL, pnisSued in England, in the rcigu 
of Mary. 

I'o add to the danger which at that 
time threatei)e<I the unity of the Ro- 
fiian Catholic Church in this country, 
the controversy about the “Blue-Book" 
ductritie was hy no means extinguislied, 
especially in the midland district, where 
the Slafl'ordshire priests w<*re imbu<‘d 
wdth its influence, and in a kind of hos- 
tility with the other districts. In this 
state of tilings, Dr Stapleton, who had 
hern appoiutrd Vicar Apostolic of tlu* 
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midland district, in November, 1800, 
died ill May, 1 802. The vacancy oc- 
casioned a stronj^ contest between the 
senior Vicar Apostolic and tlie opposite 
party, who bad formed themselves into 
a “ Cisalpine Club,*’ and used every 
exertion to ohUiiu a bishop of tlieir own 
choice. By the united influence, how- 
ever, of the senior Vicar and Cardinal 
Erskiiio, Dr Milner was appointed Bi- 
shop of Castahala, and Vicar Apostolic 
f)f the Midland DisStrict, on the 1st of 
March, 1803. Dr Milner having coii- 
s(?nted to receive consecration, that ce- 
remony was perfornmd in St Teeter's 
Cha]»el, Winchester, May 22, 1803, by 
Dr Douglas, assisted hy Drs (iihson 
and Sharrock, and by Dv Poynter, Bi- 
shop-elect of Halia, and several other 
priests of divstinction. The Bev. 1\ 
White, the tried and chosen frhmd of 
tlie n(?w Bishop, jireached the conse- 
cration sffnnon. The consecration of 
Dr Poynter took place the following 
week, at Old-1 Jail College, and Dr Mil- 
ner pi'(‘ached his consecration sermon. 

Dr Milner lost no time in entering 
upon the active duties of his extensive 
diocese, which comprises fifteen coun- 
ties. He immediately came to Long- 
birch, a mansion upon tlie Challington 
estate, the ancient and usual dwelling 
of his predecessors ; whence, on the 
27ih of December, 1803, he issued a 

l^astonil Letter to all the Clergy, 
Secular and Begadar, of the Midland 
District.” In September, 1804^, he took 
up his r<*si(leace in the town of Wol- 
\(*rlmmpton, as a more convenient situ- 
ation, whore he continue<l to reside un- 
til the period of his dissolution. 

To ])roce(*d pi om* enumeration of 
Dr Milners works, — in 1805 he pul>- 
lished, in 8vo, A Short Vitnv of the 
Chief Argunn^nts against the Catholic 
Petition now before Parliaimmt, and of 
Answers to them, in a Letter to a Mem- 
ber of th(» House of Commons.” This 
was a dissertation on the various toj)ics 
of ohjection to the claims of the Ca- 


tliolics, and was quoted by Mr Fox in 
the House of Commons. In 1806 lie 
issued Authentic Documents relative 
to the Miraculous Cure of WirndVed 
White, of Wolverhampton, at St Wine- 
fred’s Well, in Flintshire ; with Obser- 
vations thereon.” Tlie suhjectw^as treat- 
e<l witli the ridicule wliicii it deserved, 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine, in which 
also Dr Milner published a defence of 
the “ Miracle yet, strange to say, in 
a third edition of the “ Authentic Do- 
cuments,” in 1814, Dr Milner declared, 
that “ he had not met with, oi- hf3ard 
of, a reader of any description, wlio 
had controverted the facts or the rea- 
soning contained in it !” 

In 1807 Dr Milner [mhlished a se- 
cond edition of his Case of (Jorisiaence 
solved, and an Appendix, containing 
some Observations on a Pamphlet hy 
the Bev. T. L. Le Mesurier, entitled, 

* A Sequel to the Serious Examination 
into tlie Catholic Claims, containing a 
more particular Inquiry into the Doc- 
trines of Pojiery.’ ” In the summer of 
the same year, Dr Milner paid, for the 
first time, a visit to Ireland. The re- 
sult of the venerable Doctor’s pi^rsonal 
observations was given to the English 
public in a thick octavo volume, uiuh'r 
the title of “ An Inquiry into Certain 
Vulgar Opinions concerning the Ca- 
tholic Inhabitants and Antiquities of 
Ireland, in a Series of Lettf?rs address- 
ed from that Island to a Protestant Gen- 
tleman in England.” The publication 
of this work, combined with the wri- 
ter’s appointment as agemt to the (’a- 
tholic hierarchy of Ireland, produced 
three sepai’ate pamphlets from thci ])ens 
of established clergymen, whose re* 
marks die indefatigable prelatt' answer- 
ed in a postscript to the soroiul edition 
of this work. 

Chi the 25th of May, 1808, another 
discussion of the question of emancipa- 
tioii eame on in the House of (^>iiniiens, 
wdien, in the course of the d(‘I>at<‘. Mr 
Pousonhv staUul, that il the prayei ol 
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the petition were granted, the Catho** 
lies would have no objection to noake 
the King virtually head of their church ; 
and, on being asked for his authority, 
he named Dr Milner. A few days only 
passed before the publiciition of an ex- 
planatory letter from Dr Milner, which 
was read by the clergy to their con- 
gi-pgations throughout the midland dis- 
trict. This circular was dated the 2Gtli, 
the day after the debate, and showed 
the anxiety of the prelate to stand well 
with his flock and the public. He af- 
firmed tliat be bad giv«m no authority 
to Mr Ponsonby to make use of his 
name in this way, and had only ex- 
pressed to that gentleman, in an unex- 
pected interview, the probuhility that 
some arrangement might be made to 
grant a negative power to the govern- 
ment in tile choice of bishops for the 
Catholic sees of Ireland. The adver- 
saries of Dr Milner, Iiow<^ver, took 
every advantage f>f this iniHiinderstand- 
ing on the ])art of Mr Ponsonby, 
heap every degn?e of obloquy on tlie 
Doctor. iVIr ]\)nsoijl)y j)ei*severed in 
his statement, and satisfied Iiis own 
friends of its accuracy ; insoinnch as to 
hlduc(> Mr Whitbread to <leclare, that 

if Dr Milner bad been created for the 
purpose of sowing dissensions amongst 
the Catholics themselves, and unfound- 
ed distrust of their friends, lie could 
not have succeeded belter than he had 
done.’* 

To Ills constituents, the Irish Catho- 
lic hierarchy, however, Dr Milner s ex- 
planation was satisffi(^tor)^ ; and in Sep- 
tember, 1808, they passe<l two resolu- 
tions, declaring it inexpedient to make 
any alteration in the cfiiionical mode of 
nominating Catholic bishops, and pled- 
ging themselves to nominate those only 
who were of unimpeachable and loyal 
conduct. 

In 1808, Dr Milner also published 
« A serious Expostulation with the 
Rev. Joseph Herrington, on his Theo- 
logu’al Errors concerninGr Miracles 


and An Examination of the Articles 
in the Anti- Jacobin Reviews for No- 
vember, January, February, and March 
last, upon * the Substanc** of Sir J. C. 
Hippesley’s additional Observations, 
&c., on the Catholic Question,’ in Four 
Letters to a Gentleman of Dublin 
and, in 1809, the “ Substance of a Ser- 
inon preached at the Blessing of tlie 
Catholic Chapel of St Chad, Hirniing- 
liaiii.” In the latter year, also, his His- 
tory of Winchester appeared in a se- 
cond edition. 

It would extend, our memoir to too 
great a length to enter into a minute 
account of the transactions arising out 
of the question of the veto. Wo must, 
therefore, briefly remark, that the pro- 
ject of a negative power caused the ac- 
tive and indefatigable agent of the Irish 
hierarchy to bo attacked by some wri- 
ters in the Dublin papers, uikIit tin* 
assumed signatures of Sarsfiold, Lai- 
cus, Inimituis Veto, and otliers. 
these he ably replied, and also wrote 
some articles in the Statf'snian news- 
paper in defence of the Catholics, which 
were afterwards published in the form 
of a pamphlet, entitled, “ Letters from 
the Right Reverend Dr Milner, re- 
specting the Question introduced into 
the Flousc of Commons by the Right 
Flonourable George Ponsonby, late 
Fligh Chancellor of Ireland, relative to 
the gi'anting to his Majesty by the Irish 
Catholic Church of a Veto, or Nega- 
tive, in the Choice of the Irish Catho- 
lic Prelates ; together with an Appen- 
dix, containing a 7 Vanslatiou from the 
l 4 athi of an Address of the Irish Ca- 
tholic Synod to tlie Catholic Prelates 
And Dignitaries of the whole World, 
protesting against the Violence offered 
by the French Emperor to the Person 
and Rights of Pope Pius VII.** 

In defence of his opinions, Dr Mil- 
ner wrote a pamphlet, entitled, A 
Letter to a Parish Priest,” which wan 
intended exclusively for private circu- 
lation, fifty copies only being printed : 
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but one of tlie.s<J copies falling into the 
hands of Iiis adversaries, it was printed 
find n»preseuted as a serious adroca- 
lioii of the veto, whereas it was only 
meant as a vindication against a Ca- 
tholic prelate, who had written to Dr 
jMiluer in terms too slinrp and indig- 
nant for him to hear in silence. Though 
mortified hy this ruffr of Ins enemies, 
Dr Milner refused to explain the drift 
of his essay ; and soon after, in defe- 
rence to the decision of his episcopal 
constituents, he publicly retracted and 
condemned his work. 

At a geneifil meeting of Roman Ca- 
tholics, in tvhich it was proposed to pfiss 
a resolution, intimating a disposition to 
agree to such t‘cclesiastieal securities as 
Parlinment might consider the indis- 
pensable accompaniments to a conces- 
sion of the Catholic claims, Dr Milri(*r 
warmly resisted tlie proposition- The 
Catholift Prelates of Ireland were so 
satisfied with his conduct, that, in a 
synod held on tlie 2Gtli of Fehriiary, 
1810, they jiassod a resolution, “That 
the thanks of this meeting he given to 
jh(‘ Right Rev, Dr Milner, Bishop of 
C'astalmla, for the faithful disehai’gc of 
his duty, us agent to the Roman Ca- 
tholic Hislmps of this part of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, and more particularly 
for his a]>ostolicnl firmness in dissent- 
ing from and opposing a general, vague, 
and indefinite declaration or resolution, 
])ledgiiig th(» Roman Catholics to an 
eventual accpiiescence in arrangements, 
possibly prejudicial to tlui integrity and 
safety of our Church discipline.” 

To do away the effect of a work 
published hy Dr Milner, in 1810, call- 
ed “ An Elucidation of the Veto, in a 
threefold Address to the Public, the 
Catbolics, and the Advocates of Ca- 
tliolics in Parliatnent,” Mr C’harles But- 
ler look up his pen, and published “ A 
liCtter to an Irish Catholic Gentleman 
wliich work was immediately followed 
by another, by Dr Milner, called “ Lel- 
teis to a Roman Catholic Prelate of 


liM^laml, in Refutation of Counseiior 
Charles But)«fr*s I.ettei‘ to an Irish 
Catholic Gentleman ; to which is add- 
ed, a Postscript, containing a Review 
of the Rev. Dr O’Connor s works, en- 
titled Columbanus ad Ilibemos on the 
Liberty of the Irish Clmrch.” This 
latter wmrk appeared in 1811, and was 
published in Dublin. In the same year 
also appeared, from In’s prolific pen, 

“ Instructions addressed to the Catho- 
lics of the Midland Counties of Eng- 
land, on the State and Dangers of their 
Religion,” and a “ Treatise on the Ec- 
clesiastical Architecture of England 
during the Middle Ages,” 

In 1813, disapproving of the bill for 
relief of tlie Papists then introduced 
into the House of Commons, Dr Mil- 
ner, coming to town from Wolver- 
hampton on the 18tb of May, the day 
previous to tbi' debate in the Commit- 
tee of the House', bal ing exjierienced 
the succef^sful effects of his efforts in 
1791, immediaudy drew up a “ Brief 
Memorial on tli(' Catholic Bill,” which 
he had printed and partly circulated on 
the 21st of that month, the grand di- 
vision on tfie hill being fixed for the 
24'th. When the hill was lost, the Bri- 
tish Catholic Board declared, tliat Dr 
Milneris “ Britff Memorial” called for 
and had their most marked disapproba- 
tion, and that they did not consider 
themselves as inijiiicafed in, or in any 
way resjionsible for, Dr Milner’s poli- 
tical opinions, conduct, or wTitings ; 
after which they struck Dr ^lihiev’s 
name out of the Select Committee of 
tlie Board. On the very same day, and 
at the very same hour, the Irish Ca- 
tholic Prelates were assembled in Dub- 
lin, under the presidency of the most 
Rev, Dr 0*Reilly, the primate of the 
Irish church, and passed the following 
resolution : — 

“ Resolv(‘d, That the Right Rev, 
Dr John Milner, Bishop of Casiabala, 
our vigilant, incorrujitihle agent, the 
powerful and unwearied cluimpion of 
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illeUattiolic religion, continues to pos- 
sess our esteem, our confidence, atid 
onr latitude/’ 

On the same day, too, the Irish Ca- 
tholic Board met in Dublin to thank 
the prelates of their church, for con- 
demning and i-ejecting the bill, which 
the}' rejoiced had been lost ; and on 
tlie 3 5th of the following month (June,) 
an aggregati‘ meeting of the Irish Ca- 
tho]i(‘s jjassed a resolution most com- 
plimentary to Dr Milner. 

The Catholics of Drogheda and other 
places also publicly thanked Dr Mil- 
ner for what they term(‘d his spirited 
iuid unhending conduct. 

Ill June 1813, a Catholic periodical 
work was established in London, call- 
ed “ The Orthodox Journal,’* to which 
Dr Milner became a frequent and an 
able contributor. 

On the 30tb of April, 1814, a re- 
script from Rome arrived in England, 
dated on the 16th of February, and 
bearing the signature of Mons. Qua- 
raiitotti, approving of the hill of 1813, 
and calling upon th(*> Catliolics of Great 
BriUiin and Ireland to receive with gra- 
titude what Dr Milner and the Catho- 
lic liienirchy had condemned as scliis- 
matical, or tending to s(;hism ; and the 
great body of Catholics of both coun- 
tries had rejected with indign^ition. 
Fius VI I. was at that time a piisoner 
in France, having been cast into a dun- 
geon by Bonaparte. Previously to his 
leaving Rome, the Pope had appointed 
Mons. Quarantotti, with other divines, 
to manage the affairs of the missions, 
and they had been induced by the agent 
of the C'atholic board to issue the re- 
script just mentioned. By a singular 
concurrence of events, at the moment 
the beaier of the rescript was bn bis 
way to England, the Pope, Released 
from his captivity in France, was on 
his way to resume the exercise of his 
high functions at Rome. Dr Milner 
no sooner heard of this, than lie in- 
stantly resolved to Jay the cu'^e of tlic 


English Catholics, and his own con- 
duct, at the feet of his Holiness in per- 
son. and set out on his journey to Rome 
'mtnout delay. On his an ival, he found 
0iat the prelates and the theologians 
who had sanctibned the rescrit)t were 
in deep disgraee, not only for that act, 
but for having taken the prohihiti‘d oath 
to Napoleon. Admitted to an audience 
of the Supreme Pontiff, the recej)lion 
of Dr Milner was most flattering and 
honourable, and out of the customary 
course of etiquette. It apj)eai-s, how- 
ever, that, (whether by the intrigues of 
Dr Milner’s enemies, or by the opera- 
tion of a sound uninfluenced judgment 
on the facts themselves, it is of I'ourse 
impossible for us to determine,) an im- 
pression bad been made at Rome, that 
l)r Milner, in his conduct in England, 
Jind not Rufliciently unil(‘d the sttaritcr 
in modo to forfifer in re ; for it was 
intimated to him that, altliough he had 
done his duty, and ought to proceed in 
the track he had hithtjrto pursued, yet 
that he should endeavour to act with 
moderation, and without hurting tin* 
feelings of others. It is even said, that 
his adversaries were so anxious to pre- 
vent his return to his native country, 
that tJiey tried to have him jilaced 
under restraint ; which attempt was 
rendered abortive only by the appear- 
ance of Murat, King of Naples, liefore 
the gates of Rome with his army, and 
the flight of th(^ Pope and the cardinals 
to Genoa, then in the possession of the 
English. 

Pius VII. quitted Romo on the 22d 
of March, 1815, and entered Genoa on 
the 3d of April ^ while Dr Milner pur- 
sued his road to England, and arrived 
at London t^arly in May, after an ab- 
sence of twelve months. 

It would be tedious to detail tlu» 
controversir‘s of various kinds in whic h 
Dr Milner was engaged after his re- 
turn. Whatever may he the merits of 
them, it is cl(?ar that Dr Milner was 
not singiilai in lii:^ opinions* fur he re- 
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♦ oived an address ibi|^n(»il by above four 
tbousand Catholics in England, thank- 
ing him ihr his conduct “ in defending 
their faith and church from the attempts 
of open foes and iusidtons friends to 
corrupt and destroy them.” 

Some proceedings in the House of 
C^)miiions in the spring of 1816, with 
a view to ascertain what were tlie laws 
ot foreign countries affecting Roman 
Catholics, induced Dr Milner to pub- 
lish two works. The first was entitled, 
“ An Humble Remonstrance to the 
Memlxu-s of tlie Honourable House of 
Conirnorm, on the Nature and Object 
of the Report of its Select Committee, 
for inquiring into tlie Laws an<l Ordi- 
nances of Foreign States respecting 
tlieir Roman Catbolic Subjects, fkc. 
By a Native Roman Catholic Prelate.” 
In this “ Remonstrance” Dr Milner 
argued, tliat the laws and practices of 
C’atholic states were no proof of the 
doctrine and discipline of the Catholic 
Church, unless they were acknowledged 
and received by her ; and tliat to fol- 
low the decrees of absolute monarclis, 
would be to deprive the English Ca- 
tholics of their constitutional religious 
liberty, and inflict upon them a real re- 
ligious persecution. The otlier work 
was entitled, ** Inquisition. A Letter 
addressed to the Hon. Sir John Cox 
Hippesley, Bart. M.P., Recorder of 
Sudbury. By a Catholic Christian.” 
This was a small pamphlet of twenty- 
six pages, atul represented the Baronet 
as Grand Inquisitor, calling before him 
the late Catholic Archbishq) of Dub- 
lin, Dr Troy ; Dr Milner ; the Rev. 
Mr Browne, of Stonyhurst ; and Fa- 
ther Anthony of the Order of La 
Trappe. 

In January, 1817, there ap])eared in 
the Orthodox Magazine (to which Dr 
M liner con tin ued to bea frequent contri- 
butor) a critique on Mr Brown’s “ His- 
torical Inquiry into the Ancient Ectde- 
siawlical JurisiUctioii of tliii Crown.” 

On the 'J8tb of April, J817, Sir Hen- 


ry Parnell presented the petition 
tlte Roman Catholics of Ireland to tm 
House of Commons, iil which secunties 
were more than hinted at as likely to 
be conceded by t!mm. On the san»e 
evening, Mr William Smith prescujted 
a petition from the Roman Catliolics of 
Warwickshire and Staffordshire, wJiicli 
was drawn up by Dr Milner, and in 
which the petitioners statetl, that (hey 
had heai^i with the utmost grief and 
dismay, tlmt proposals had ht^eii made 
to the Honourable House for annexing 
to a bill I’or their further temporal re- 
lief different galling restrictions on their 
religious discipline, which they were 
convinced would essentially injure and 
subvert the religion itself, that taught 
tliem to l>e good subjects and that 
however desirous they were to partake 
with their fellow-subjects in the full be- 
nefits of the happy constitution founded 
by their ancestors, they were still more 
anxious for the safety and integrity of 
their religion.” 

In 1818, appeared a work by Dr 
Milner, which had lain by him unpub- 
lished for at least fifteen years, entitled, 

The End of Religions floutroversy ; 
or, a Friendly Correspondence between 
a Religious Society of Protestants, and 
a Roman Catholic Divine, addrassed 
to the Right Rev. Lord Bishop of St 
David’s, in answer to his Lowlship’s 
Protestant Catechism.” This is pro- 
nounced by Mr Butler, in his Book of 
the Roman Catholic Church, to be 
“ the ablest exposition of the doctrines 
of that church on the articles contested 
with lier by Protestants, and the abkjst 
statement of the truths by w^hicli they 
are supported, and of the historical 
facts with which tlwiy are, connected, 
that has appeared in our language ” 
Be that as it may, portions of it were 
most ably answered by the Bishop of St 
David’s, and the Rev. Richard Cirier .: 
whose publications ]>vo<htced a leply 
from Dr Milner, in 1822, called, “ A 
Vindication of the End oi' Kelieious 
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Controvei’sy, from the Exceptions of 
the Right Rev. Dr Thonuis Burgess, 
Bishop of St David’s,- and the Rev. 
Richurd Grier, A.M. Vicar of Tern- 
plebodane, and Chaplain to the Earl 
Talbot, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in 
a Letter to a Catholic Convert.” — But 
« The End of Religious Controvei'sy” 
cKpecidlly roused the ardour of the late 
Dr Parr, in defence of Bishop Halli- 
fax ; whom Dr Milner, in three places, 
states to have died a Romaa Catholic. 
Dr Fairs Letter to the Rev. Dr 
Milner, occasioned by some passages 
contained in his book, entitleil ‘ The 
End of Religious Controversy,’ ” was 
originally intended for The Gentle- 
man’s Magazine ; but, owing to va- 
rious circumstances, did not eventually 
appear until after Dr Parr*s death, 
when it was rebutted by Dr Milner, 
in no very satisfactory manner, in A 
l^arting Word to the Rev. llicliard 
Grier, D.D., Vicar of Teniplebodane, 
on tfie End of Religious Controversy. 
V1tb a Brief Notice of Dr S. Parr’s 
Postluunons Letter to Dr Milner.” 

The article on Gothic Architecture, 
in Rees’s Encyclopajdia, was from Dr 
Milner’s pen. To the Archeeologia of 
the Society of Antiquai'ies he contribu- 
ted, in 1794f, Observations on au An- 
cient Cup formerly belonging to the 
Abbey of Glastonbury, printed with a 
plate in Vol. XL ; in 180(3, an Account 
of an Ancient Manuscript of St John’s 
Gospel, printed in Vol. XVI. ; in 1809, 
a Description of a Mitre and Crosier, 
part of the Pontificalia of the See of 
Limerick, printed with a plate in Vol. 
XVII.; in 181 1, an Account of the Mo- 
nastery of Sion, in Middlesex, printed 
with a wood-cut of the conventual seal 
in the sanie volume ; and in 18^1, Ob- 
servations on the Use of the Pax in the 
Romish Churdi, printed in Vol. XX, 
with a plate of an ancient Pax. He 
was the most volummous contiibutor 
of Essayi illustrative of the admirable 
etchings of his friend, Mr John Carter, 


in bis << Specimens of Ancient Sculp- 
ti^ and Painting.” The following 
subjects were elaborately described and 
explained by him : Paintings in St 
Mary’s Chapel, Winchester,” Vol. I. 
pp. 40, 43, 47, 51 ; “ Account of the 
Murder of Thomas Becket, Archbishop 
of Canterbury,” p. 57 ; “ Basso-relie* 
VOS on the Capitals of Columns sup- 
porting the Lantern of Ely Cathedral,” 
Vol. II. pp. 14, 17, 24; “ Sculp- 
tures, &c. from Hyde Abbey,” p. 19; 

Sculptures from tlie H€»spital of St 
Cross,” p. 29 ; « An Ancient Chapel 
near the Angel Inn, Grantham,” pp. 33, 
35 ; << An Oak Cheat in the Tneiaury 
of York Cathedral,” p. 37 ; Statues 
and a Basso-i*eJievo, in the High Al- 
tar of CJirist Church, Hants,” p. 43 ; 
“ Brass in the Hospital of St Cross,” 
p. 46 ; “ Statues on the Screen enter- 
ing into the Choir of York Cathedral,” 
]»p. 50, 54, (30, 64; “ Painting on 
Glass at AU Souls’ College, Oxford,” 
p. 54 ; ‘‘A Brass and Sculptures from 
Wirnbom and Slierborn Minsters, Dor- 
setsbiiv,” p. 57 ; “ The Penance of 
Henry 11. before the Shrine of Thomas 
Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury,” p. 
65. He also contributed to Mr Schueb- 
belie’s “ Antiquaries’ Museum,” Ac- 
count of Paintings discovered in Win- 
cl'ester Cathedral.” 

After a protracted and painful illness, 
Dr Milner breathed his last, at his re- 
sidence at Wolverhampton, on the 19th 
of April, 1826. The following extract 
of a letter from ilie Rev. Dr Walsh, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Cambyso- 
polis, and the successor of Dr Milner 
us Vicar Aposisolic of tlie Midland Dis- 
trict, gives an interesting account of 
tlie venerable prelate in his last mo- 
ments : — 

« Early in the month of March, Dr 
Milner, whose health appeared to be 
r^idly declining, felt convinced that 
his dissolution was near at hand. On 
my entering bis room, I think it was 
on the 6tb of that moudi, he presented 



73 


Chap. 2.:] EMINENT CHARACTERS DECEASED. 


to me a paper, on which he had writ- 
ten, in a few short words, his epit8]d), 
containing a simple request, that the 
faithful would pray for his soul. He 
then directed me to examine, without 
loss of time, certain documents relative 
to the affairs of the district, as well as 
to his temporal concerns, that he might 
be quite free to give all his thoughts to 
G(k 1. He immediately entered into an 
edifying retreat, as a preparation for 
death, on which be conversed with the 
utmost composure. From tliat time, 
til! he hreatlied his last, on tlie 19th of 
April, during the whole of a lingering 
illness, he gave repeated proofs of the 
most affecting humility, charity, lively 
faith, and resignation. There was not 
a shadow of complaint. His only re- 
gret seemed to be at not suffering more 
for the sake of his Divine Master, 
wimse image was constantly before bis 
eyes.” 

The obsequies of this learned divine, 
and great controversialist, were cele- 
brated at the Catholic Chapel, Wol- 
verhampton, on the 27th of April. Up- 
war<ls of thirty of the nei^ibouring 
priests attended, by whom the office 
for the d«a<l was repeated, and a high 
(reijuiem) mass was performed, in 
wltich the Rev. Dr Walsh officiated, 
assisted by the Rev. Henry Weedall 
and the Rev. T. Green, as deacon and 
subdeacon, with others, principally from 
Oscott. After reading the Epistle and 
Gospel, the Rev. F. Martyn pronoun- 
ced an eloquent and judicious funeral 
oratiim, in which he expatiated witli 
such unaffected sincerity of feeling and 
veneration on the talents, the virtues, 
and the piety of tlie deceased prelate, 
as failed not to reach the hearts of 
many among his admiring and sympa- 
thizing eoi^regation, composed as it 
was of persons of various religious per- 
suasions. 

The wkidow^shutters of many shops 
and private houses were closed from 
tlie time of Dr Milner s death till after 


bk funeral ; and a ^at number of per- 
sons put on mourning, as a mark of re- 
spect to lib memory. Meibls have abo 
been sUruck in commemoration of hb 
death. 

Mr Lini>l£y Murray. 

Mr Lini>££y Murray was bom 
in the year 174r5, at Swetara, near Lan-» 
caster, in the state of Pennsylvania. 
His pamots were of respectable cba- 
raders, and in the middle station of 
life. They belonged to the Society of 
Friends, and had twelve children ; of 
whom Lindley was the eldest ; and 
eventually proved to be last survivor; 

At an early period, he was for some 
time at the academy of Philadelphia, 
from which he was taken, to accom- 
pany his parents to North Carolina; 
hb father conceiving that some com- 
merdal advantages would attend a tern* 
pomry residence in that province. 

In the year 1753, his father left Ca- 
rolina ; and with his family, settled at 
New York. In that city, Lindley was 
placed at a good school, in which he 
made the usual progress of young learn- 
ers. 

At an early age, Mr Lindley Mur- 
ray was placed in the counting-house 
of l»s father, who was desirous of train- 
ing him to the mei'cantile profession. 
He did not relish this employ, and the 
conhnenient to which it subjected him. 
His father, however, kept steady to hb 
purpose ; and sent him to Philadelphia, 
influenced, perhaps, by a hope, that a 
residence with a merchant at a distance 
from home, would better reconcile him 
to the employment. But this expe- 
dient did not answer hb expectation ; 
and, after some time, Mr Murray con- 
sented to his son’s return to New York. 

About this period, Lindley contract- 
ed a taste for reading, and a desire for 
a greater degree of literary improve- 
ment. The pleasures of study, and the 
advantages and distinctions, which 
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learning and knowledge ImmI conferred 
on indmduals who fell under his ob« 
servatkm^ angmented his wishes for die 
aoqtiisitkm of sdeace and 
Another experiment was, however, 
made to reconcile him to a mercantile 
life. His father presented him with a 
considerable number of silver watches, 
which he designed as a little trading 
stock ; und which he Imd just import- 
ed, with many other articles, from Eng- 
lantL By having the property of these 
watches, and by tlic prospect of increa*- 
sing that property on the sale of them, 
and thus extending liis concents, in 
fresh purchases with the product, the 
young trader began to relish the occu- 
pation. Tlie spirit of commerce took 
hold of him ; and he contemplated, with 
pleasure, the future enlargement of his 
funds. In short, he entered into the 
business with ardour and satisfaction. 
At the same time he continued in his 
father’s counting-house ; and occasion- 
ally assisted in the routine of his com- 
mercial affairs. 

Though tlie father had an earnest 
desire to promote the son’s interest and 
liappiness, yet he was, on some occa- 
sions, rather too rigorous. Among other 
regulatkms, he had given his son gene- 
ral directions not to leave the house, in 
an evening, without previously obtain- 
ing his approbation. This ]>oi*mis6ion 
Lindley generally and. readily procu- 
red. But a particular instance occurred, 
in wbicli, on account of his father’s ab- 
sence, he could not apply to him. He 
ivas invited by his uncle to spend the 
evening witli him ; and trusting to this 
circumstance, and to the resfiectahility 
of the company, he ventured to break 
the letter, though he thought not the 
afririt, of the injunction which had been 
laid upon him. The next moniing he 
was taken by his father into a private 
apartment, received a very sev^e chas- 
tisement, and was threatened with a 
repetition ol* it for every similar oilence^ 
He naturally felt very indignant at such 


treatment, under circumstances which, 
as he conceiveil, admitted of so nuu-li 
alleviatton ; and resolved to leave? Ills 
father’s house, and seek, in a distant 
country, what he conceived to be an 
asylum, or a better fortune. Having 
meditated on his plan, he came to the 
resolution of taking his hooks and all 
his pro]>erty with him, to a town in the 
interior of the country, where he had un- 
derstood there was an excellent semi- 
nary, kept by a man of distinguished 
talents and learniiig. Here be |)urpose<l 
to remain till he had learned the French 
language, which he thought would be 
of great use to him ; and till he had 
acquired as much other improvement 
as his funds would admit. He was 
tlien about fourteen yeai’s of ago. His 
views being thus aiTangcd, he procured 
a new suit of clothes, packed up his 
little all, mid left the city, without ex- 
citing any suspicion of his design, till 
it was too late to prevent its accom- 
plishment. 

In a short time ho amved at tlie 
place of destination, settled himself im- 
mediately as a boarder in the seminary, 
and commenced his studies. Past re- 
collections and future hopes combined 
to animate him. In this quiet retreat, 
he had as much tnijoyment as his cir- 
cumstances were adapted to convey; 
but his continuance in it was not of 
long duration. 

He had a particular friend, a youth 
about bis own age, who resided at 
Philadelphia ; and to whom he was in- 
duced to pay a short visit. When, he 
was al>out to depart from that city, as 
he passed through one of the si reels, 
lie met a gentleman who had some time 
before dined at his father’s house. This 
gentleman expressed gi^eat p]easui*e on 
seeing him ; and inquired wl&en he ex- 
pected to leave Pliiladelphia. i^iLiiidley 
told him he was then on the point of 
setting off.^ The gentkmanrobserviul 
tliat the occasion was very fortunate 
for him ; for he had just been with a 
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letter to the post-office, but found that 
he? was too late. The letter, lie said, 
was of importance ; and he begiged that 
Ills young friend would deliver it with 
liis own Jiand, as soon as he arrived at 
New York, to the person for whom it 
was tlirectod. Sur{>rised by tlie r(*quest, 
and unwilling to explain his situation, 
Lindley engaged to take good care of 
the letter. 

His new residence was at Burling- 
ton, about 20 miles from Philadelphia. 
He travelled towards it rather pensive, 
and uncertain what plan to a(i4)jjt re- 
specting the letter. Sometimes he 
thought of putthig it into the post-of- 
fice ; sometimes, of hiring a person to 
deliver it. But the confidence which had 
let 11 reposed in him, the importance ot‘ 
the trust, and his tacit engagement to 
ileliver it personally, operated so power- 
t ally on his mind, that after he had rode 
a few miles, ho determined, whatever 
risk and expense he might incur, to 
hire a earriage for the purpose, to go to 
New YWk as speedily as possible, de- 
liver tlie letter, and return immediate- 
ly. His design, so far as it respected 
the charge of the letter, was completely 
aciiomplished. He delivered it accord- 
ing to tlw direction, and his own en- 
gagement. He was, however, obliged 
to n?iuaiii in New York that night, as 
tin? packc‘t-hoat, in wdiich lie had cross- 
ed the hay, could not sail till tlie next 
morning. This was a mortifying cir- 
cumstance, as he wished to rt?turn very 
<‘xpediiiously. The delay was, how- 
ever, unavoidable. He put up at an inn 
near the wharf from which the packet 
was to sail in tin? morning, and waited 
for that period with some anxiety. 

The young traveller thought he had 
conducted his business with so nyich 
c'aution, that no ewue acquainted with 
him Inul known of Im l>eiug in the city. 
Jle had,howeve4', been noticed by some 
person who knew him ; and, in tlie 
ei'ening, to his gri»at hurpiiso, an uncle 
of his paid him a visit. 'I'his uucle 


treated him afi'ectlonately, and with 
much prudent attention ; and, after 
sofne time, strenuoasly urged him to go 
with him to his father's house } but 
Lindley firmly refused to comply with 
his request. At length his uncle told 
him th^nt his mother was greatly dis- 
tressed on account of his absence, and 
that he would be unkind and undutiful 
if he did not see her. This ma<le a 
strong impression upon him ; and he re- 
solved, therefore, to spend a short time 
with her, and then return to his lodgings. 
The meeting which he had with his tea^ 
der parent deeply affected him. Every- 
thing that passed evinced the gieat love 
she bad for him, and the sorrow into 
which his departure from home had 
plunged her. After he had been some 
time in the house, his father unexpect- 
edly came in, and his ombanTissment, 
under these circumstances, may easily 
he conceived. It was, Jiowever, in- 
stantly removed, by ins fathers ap- 
])roachaig him in the most affectionate 
manner. 'Jliey spent the evening to- 
gether in Jove and haimiony, and ht? 
abandoned entirely, without a moment’s 
hesitation, the idea of leaving a house 
and family which were now dearer to 
him than ever. 

A short time after he had returned to 
Ills father’s family, he solicited the pri- 
vilege of having a private tutor, to iii- 
.struct Jiim in classical knowledge and 
liberal studies. Witli this request liis 
fatiier complied. His tutor was very 
attentive, and gave him great encou- 
ragement to persevere, stimulating his 
application by pourtraying the advan- 
tages of science, and by the commen- 
dations which he bestowed on his pro- 
gress. This close attention to study, 
and confinement to the house, did not, 
however, agree with his constitution. 
His sickly hu<? proclaimed the intense- 
ness of his application. He found it 
necessary, therefore, to abate the ai- 
deney of his mental pursuits, and to 
intermix boilily exercise witJi tlicm. 
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Not tpng after, he entered into a so* 
ciety persons, for the purpose 

of debamg on subjects of importance 
and difficulty, and of exercising them* 
uelTes in the art of elocutioiu The so- 
eiety met weekly, and as the members 
knew the subject that would be consi- 
dered at their next meeting, they had an 
opportunity of preparing themselves fer 
the discussion. This institution enlar- 
ged his stock of knowletlge, promoted 
the business of an anging his ideas, and 
produced a certain degree of coiTect- 
ness and fluency of expression. 

As Ins mind improved, and his views 
enlarged, he became still more attach- 
ed to literary pursuits. He wished for 
a profession connected with these pur- 
suits ; and the study of the law parti- 
cularly attTacte<l his attention. When 
lie was about seventeen or eighteen 
years of age, he expressed this inclina- 
tion to his father, hut it met with his 
decided opposition ; and he took great 
pains to divert his son’s thoughts from 
tlie subject. He represented tlie tempt- 
ations which he would have to encoun- 
ter in the practice of the law, and which 
would probably lead him to deviate 
from the principles and conduct of that 
religious society of which he was a mem- 
lier. After some time had elapsed, he 
ventured to renew the request, and drew 
up a case, in which his dissatisfaction 
with the mercantile employment, how- 
ever heiieflcial and respectable it might 
be, and his earnest desire for a literary 
profession, were fully set forth. 

'riiis little performance, whidi con- 
tained several pages, was shown to his 
father ; it was also occasionally shown 
to some of his friends, particularly to a 
gentleman of the law, Benjamin Kiss- 
am, Esq. who was his father’s counsel- 
lor, and a man of eminence and iiite- 
giity in bis profession. The statement 
had ' a most favourable effect. The 
counsellor himself became his advocate, 
and in a short time his father consented 
to place him under that gentleman s 
care and ini lion. 


After four years from the comiiience- 
imait of his law studies, he was called 
to bar, and receive<l a license to 
practise both as counsel and attorney, 
according to the custom of that time, iti 
all tlie courts of the province of New 
York. He soon comnH‘iiced business, 
and prosecute<l it with success. It an- 
swered the expectations he liad form- 
ed, and his family and friends were sa- 
tisfied with the prospects which attend- 
ed him. 

Befhre he entered into business, and 
about the twenitieth year of his age, he 
conceived a strong attachment and af- 
fection for a young woman of personal 
attractions, good sense, a most amiable 
disposition, and of a worthy and re- 
spectable family. It was not long be- 
fore he perceived that Ins regard met 
with a favourable reception. Time, and 
opportunity of knowing each otlier, 
confirmed their attachment ; and after 
two years* acquaintance, th(‘y were uni- 
ted in marriage. 

Not long after Mr Lindley Mureay 
had commenced business, some circum- 
stances rendered it proper for him to 
make a voyage to England, where his 
father had been about a year on com- 
mercial matters of irnjiortance, which 
ma<le his presence there, at that time, 
very expedient. For many years pre- 
vious to his leaving America, Mr Mur- 
ray, sen. ha<l been considerably indis- 
posed ; at the best, his constitution was 
hut delicate. ’Fhe climate of England, 
however, provetl very beneficial. His 
son found him so much improved in his 
general health, tliat he could not but 
wish that he would continue in this 
country for a few years; and lie him- 
self was so strongly itnpressi^d with the 
ho|)e of receiving benefit by such a re- 
sidence, as well as by the advantages 
which M^ould result to his concerns in 
trade, that he communicated his views 
to his wife, and expressed his wish to 
see her and his children in England. 
They accordingly, in the couree of a 
few months, came to him; and as Mi 
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Lindley Murray did not expect to re- 
turn very soon, his wife was persuaded 
to accompany them across the Atlantic. 

In the latter part of the year 1771, 
Mr and IMra Lindley Murray returned 
to New York. Mr Murray’s |>arent8 
and the rest of the family remained in 
England several years. But after that 
]>enod of trial, Mr Murray, sen. percei- 
ved that the benefit which he derived 
from the change of climate was oidy 
temporary. Ilis former indisposition 
resumed its wonted sticngth. Having, 
therefore, arranged liis mercantile ad- 
fairs entirely to liis satisfaction, he, 
with his family, embarked for New 
York, and arrived safely there in the 
year 1775. 

On Mr Lindley Murray’s return to 
New York, he resumed the practice of 
the law. He had many friends and 
connexions — possessed great attention 
and industry— and enjoyed himself in 
again settling to his profession. An 
event, however, occurred at this time, 
whicli threatened a diminution of his 
business, particulaidy among the socie*- 
ty of which he was a member. This 
society hod lately purchased in the city 
a valuable piece of ground, for tins pur- 
]>08e of erecting upon it a large meet- 
ing-bouse for Di vine worship. Mr Lind- 
ley Murray was employed to prepare 
the deed of conveyance. He found 
eveiything regular, drew up the instru- 
ment, and, when it was engrossed, de- 
livered it to the trustees for their in- 
spection, before it was executed. When 
he expected the completion of this bu- 
siness, one of the trustees called upon 
him, and delicately observed, that, in 
consequence of some doubt as to the 
validity of tlie tliey bad 

applied to a lawyer of distinction and 
long-established practice, who declared 
that the conveyance was voiil, being 
liable to the statutes of mortmain. Mr 
Murray was greatly surprised and hurt, 
and clearly perceived, that if this opi- 
»Hon were not effectually counteracted, 


it would stiike deeply at his reputation 
and practice as a lawyer. He tWefora 
desired the person to leave the instru- 
ment with him for a little time, when, 
he dosdited not, lie should be able to 
satisfy the trustees that it was perfect- 
ly regular. Mr Muiray iihinedtately 
1^ conveyance before the first 
counsellor in the province, and request- 
ed his opinion of it in writing. Ho 
gave it, in the most explicit language, 
and fttUy adapted to the case. It was, 
he said, in every respect, a good deed ; 
and he observed, in particular, that 
none of the statutes of mortmain would 
affect it. Mr Murray’s mind was com- 
pletely relieved by this decision. He 
produced the opinion to the trustees, 
who were perfectly satisfied with it, 
and appeared to be much pleased that 
he had so happily extricated himself 
from the difficulty. The result of this 
nfiair was exactly the reverse of what 
might at first have been expected. It 
established Mr Murray’s reputation 
among the members of the Society ; bis 
business increased, and they applied to 
him with confidence. 

Mr Murray’s businesvS was very suc- 
cessful, and continued to increase till 
tlm troubles in America commenced. 
A general failure of proceedings in the 
courts of law then took place. This 
circumstance, joined to a severe illness, 
which had left him in a feeble state of 
health, induced him to remove into the 
country. Mr and Mrs Lindley Mur- 
ray chose for their retreat a situation on 
Long l8lan<i, in tlie district of Islip, 
about forty miles from the city of New 
York. Here they upmcluded to remain 
till the political storm should blow over, 
and the horixon become again clear and 
settled. About a year after his settling 
at Islip, the country became greatly 
distressed from the scarcity of emit. The 
British cruizers effectually prevented 
the introduction of that article among 
the Americans ; and the Congress found 
it necessary to recommend and encou- 
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rage the mgkitig of it. Mr Murray con- 
ceived liiat salt-works might be advan- 
tageomdy erected on an island in the 
bay near which he resided ; and ho 
communicated this idea to an ingenious 
and spirited young man who was his 
neighbour. He very readily came into 
the plan, and joined Mr Murray in the 
execution of it. They embraced tlie 
scheme the more cordially, i>ecause 
they were attached to their country, 
and felt for tlie distresses in which it 
was involved. They procured mate- 
rials at a considerable expense, einploj’^- 
ed artificers to construct the works, and 
were just ready to begin the manufac- 
ture, and reap the fruit of their labours, 
when the British forces took possession 
of New York, and consequently of Long 
Island. This event entirely superseded 
their operations, as the article of salt 
was then abundantly introduced into 
the countr\% Their loss was consider- 
able, but they had no remedy ; and the 
whole concern was, therefoi'e, without 
hesitation, abandoned. 

After Mr and Mrs Lindley Murray 
had resided at Islip about four years, 
Mr Murray became dissatisfied with a 
mode of life which consisted chiefiy in 
amusement and bodily exercise; and 
perceived the necessity of doing some- 
tiling that would provide permanent 
funds for the expenses of his family. 
The British power was still maintained 
at New York, and ap])eared likely to be 
established there, and the practice of 
the law was completely superseded. 
He had, therefore, no prospect of any 
considerable employment, but by set- 
tling at New Yor% and entering into 
mercantile concerns. He removed ao 
cmrdingly to the city, and took a situ- 
ation favourable for business. His fa- 
ther gave him an unlimiteci credit in 
the importation of merchandise ffom 
Lonilon; and after forming the best 
judgment he could of the articles likely 
to be in demand, Mr Lindley Murray 
made out a large order. The goods 


amved, and he found a ready sale for 
them# Thus encouraged, he continued 
to import more of them, and that ex- 
tensively, every season, and soon per- 
ceived that he had engaged in a v<*iy 
lucrative occupation. Every year add- 
ed to hie capital, till, about the perifid 
of the establishment of American in- 
dependence, he found himself able 1o 
gratify the favourite wish of himseli 
and Mrs Murray, and retire from busi- 
ness. 

Mr Murray purchased a country seat 
on the hanks of the river, about three 
miles from the city of New York. H(»re 
they promised themselves every enjoy- 
ment that their hearts desired ; hut 
their pleasant prospi'cts were soon ovei’- 
east. 

Before retiring from business, Mr 
Mtin*ay had a severe fit of illness, which 
left him in a very infirm and debilitated 
state of body. He was encouraged by 
the hope, that a short residence at his 
delightful retreat would restore him to 
his usual state of liealth and strength. 
But season succeeded season, without 
Ins experiencing any salutary effect. He 
evidently gi‘ew worse, and his friends 
became alarmed at his situation. They 
generally recommended travelling ; ad- 
ditional exercise, new scenes, and drink- 
ing the waters of certain medicinal 
springs, were thought Hkidy to afford 
him assistance. As his spirits wer<» 
good, and as life and healtli were very 
desiralile, he cordially entered into the 
views of his friends, and, with his af- 
fectionate and sympathizing partner, he 
set off for Bristol, in Pennsylvania. 
They remained in this rural and plea- 
sant town a few weeks, during whicli 
time Mr Murray bathed and drank the 
water, but without any advantage. 'Phe 
weather tiien growing extremely hot, 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer being at 90 
<legrees, they proceeded to some ce- 
lebrated springs in the mountains of 
New Jersey. Here Mr Murray seem- 
ed to grow hotter for a few weeks, hut 
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tlio water yielded no permanent bene^ 
fit. From the very elevated situation 
of those mountains, the air was cool 
and r<‘rroshinf( ; hut as tlie roads were 
stojiy and broken, Ihj could not have the 
advantage of regular exercise in a car- 
riag(*. I'o reni(*dy this in convenience, 
he made some efforts on horseback, and 
some on foot ; hut these efforts fatigued 
him to a great degree, and increased 
the debility under which he laboured. 

Perceiving that neither the springs 
nor the situation produced any benefi- 
cial effects, and travelling being one of 
the means tor the recovery of health 
which imd been recommended to Mr 
Mnnay, he and Mrs Murray left the 
mountains, and bent their course to- 
wards Betldehem, in Pennsylvania, a 
healthful and pleasant town about fifty 
miles from Phila<lelphia. This is a set- 
llemejit of the Moravians. The situa- 
litin of the place, its refreshing and sa- 
lutary air, joined to the cJiai'acter of its 
inhabitants, made a cheering impres- 
sion upon the travellers, and they took 
up their quartej's at the inn with plea* 
sure, and with the hope of advantage. 
A few days after they had settled here, 
they were moat agreeably surprised by 
the aiTival of Mr Murray s father, and 
l»is sister Beulah., This visit was as 
grateful as it was unexpected. Mr 
Liiulley Murray’s sister was a sensible 
and amiable young woman, of a gentle 
nature and engaging mannei*s, to whom 
her brother and his wife were both very 
nearly attached ; they therefore formed 
a littlt! hand, closely united by the ties 
of affection and consanguinity. This 
pleasing association, joined to the beau- 
ty and retirement of the place, gave an 
animating impulse to Mr liindley Mur- 
ray’s spirits, so that be was better at 
Btahleliem tbau he had been in any 
other part of the journey. 

When they were again settled at 
Bellevue, tliey had rather mournfully 
to reflect on the little benefit, if any, 
which Mr Lindley Mumy’s health bad 


derived from their summer excursion, 
and they naturally turned their atten- 
tion to other means of relief that might 
romise success. Dunng the course of 
is indisposition, he bad found that he 
was generally better when the weather 
was cold ; a temporary bracing was com- 
monly die effect of the winter season. 
But he hod observed tlmt every suc- 
ceeding summer took from him more 
than the winter had given. The pro- 
spect was therefore discouraging. Un- 
der these cu*cumstances, Mr Murray 
consulted one of the first physicians of , 
the country, who hapjiened at that time 
to be at New York, and who, after ma- 
turely considering the case, advised him 
to remove to a climate where the sum- 
mers are more temperate and less re- 
laxing, and where, consequently, he 
might not lose, in warm weather, the 
bracing eff’ects produced by the rigouis 
of winter. From what he knew of York- 
shire, in England, be thought some parts 
of it might prove a proper situation. 

After deliberately considering the ad- 
vice of the physician, and the import '• 
ance of tlie undertaking, Mr and Mrs 
Liudley Murray were fully convinced 
that it was expedient to try the effect of 
a more favourable climate, and to make 
a short residence in England. Soon af- 
ter their determination was made, they 
prepared for the voyage. The trying 
scene having been passed through of ta- 
king leave of their relations and friends, 
they embarked in a commodious ship, 
near the close of the year 1784 ; and, 
after a prosperous voyage of about five 
weeks, landed at Eymington. 

In a few days after their landing 
they reached London. Here they were 
clieered with the society of a number 
of their friends whom they had known 
in the visit which they made to this 
country in the year 1771. They con- 
tinued in and near London about six 
weeks, and then proceeded for York- 
shire, where, after examining a variety 
of ]>taees, Mr Murray made rlioice of 
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forhis'resyence, and purchased, a house 
and garden in the pleasant village of 
Hfddgale, a mile distant from the citf 
of York. 

When Mr Lindley Murray first set- 
tled at Holdgate, his genera) health had 
been in some degree improved, and he 
was able to walk in the garden without 
assistance, several times in the course 
of a day. This increase of strength, 
and ability to walk out in the open air, 
were highly pleasing, and gave a fresh 
spring to his hopes, that the period was 
not v€5ry far distant, when he might re- 
turn to his native countiy and friends, 
with the blessings of established health, 
and ail the comforts which follow in 
its train. But these cheering prospects 
did not long continue. The exercise 
in his garden was so delightful, and ap- 
eared to be so beneficial to him, that 
e often indulged himself in it, till at 
length he found his little stock of new- 
ly-acquired strength began to decline, 
and that the former weakness of the 
muscles returned. This was not the 
effect of great and immoderate exer- 
tion, hut proceeded from his not know- 
ing how very limited his bodily powers 
were, and from not keeping within 
those limits. He soon perceived that 
it was necessary to give up his little 
excursions in the garden, but he conti- 
nued to walk occasionally about the room 
as much as he was well able to bear, 
knowing the danger of resigning him- 
self to a state of inactivity. This prac- 
tice was kept up, in a greater or less 
degree, till it became inconvenient and 
painful. A walk even from his seat to 
the window at last overcame him. He 
perceived that he was always better, 
and more at his ease, when he conti- 
nued sitting. This induced him to try 
the experiment of relinquishing all at- 
tempts at walking, and to keep to his 
seat through the course of the day. The 
result was, in every respect, beneficial. 
The soreness of the muscles abated*— >» 
the little tone which remained in them 


was not disturbed or overstretched — 
and he enjoyed an easy and tolerable 
state of health. 

Mr Murray made it a point, how- 
ever, to ride out daily in his carriage ? 
and this, doubtless, contributed to coun- 
teract the injurious effects which would 
have resulted from constant inaction. 
In the summer of 1786, Mr Lindley 
Murray met with a great loss in llte 
decease of his father. 

When Mr Lindley Murray became 
confined, he could still employ himself 
in reading, in writing, and in conversa- 
tion. His mind was preserved free and 
active. He might therefore hope to be 
exercised in doing something that would 
be useful to himself and others— some- 
thing that would agreeably employ his 
mental powers, and prevent that te- 
dium and irritability winch bodily in- 
firmities too often occasion. This might 
be accomplished in various ways ; and 
he ventured to believe it might, in part, 
be effected by a publication ndiich he 
had in view, and which he presumed 
would be interesting to many readers. 
In the early part of bis life, as well as 
in its Bucc^eeding periods, he had a live- 
ly pleasure and satisfaction in perusing 
the sentiments of eminent and virtuous 
persons, on the subject of religion and 
futurity, when they approached the close 
of life. He thought that a collection of 
the testimonies of great and good per- 
sons in favour of piety and virtue, 
would, if they were properly arranged, 
be more interesting and more eilica- 
cious than a perusal of them detached, 
as many of them are, in the pages of 
history and biography. Under these 
impressions or views of the subject, he 
commenced his little work. As he 
wished to form it on liberal principles, 
and render it acceptable to readers in 
general, he was careful to introduce 
chameters of various religious profes- 
sions, and of different ages and coun- 
tries. 

The first edition of this hook, which 
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WHS entitled, The Power of Religion 
on the Mind,” &c, appeared in the year 
1787, It connisted of only five hun- 
dred copies, all of which were neatly 
lK>und, and <listrilmted at Mr Murray s 
^wn expense, lie sent them to the 
' principal inhabitants of York and its 
vicinity, and accompanied each hook 
with an f^nymous note, requesting a 
favourable liceeptance of it, and apolo^ 
gisdng for the liberty he Iiad taken. He 
soon found that l^is publication was 
well received, and it was not long be- 
fore he was encouraged to print a new 
eilition of the work in London, which 
met with a good sale. Several other im- 
pressions appeared ia flifferent places. 
When, after some time, a sixth edition 
was called for, he was induced to en- 
large the b^H>k, and to put his name to 
it. And as he afterwards found that it 
continued to make a favourable pro- 
gress, he conceived that if the copy- 
right were assigned to some booksellers 
of extetisive business and influence, it 
would bo circulated more diffusively, 
and Ids design in composing it l>e still 
more effectually answered. Under this 
idea, he extended the work consider- 
ably ; made some improvements in the 
language, and then disposed of the 
copyright, without any pecuniary re- 
compense. 

At the close of the year 1794, Mr 
Murray was seized with a severe ill- 
ness, which continued for many weeks, 
and I'educed him to so feeble a state 
that his recovery was much doubted. 

Mr Murray bad been often solicited 
to compose and publish a Grammar of 
the English language, for the use of 
some teachers who were not perfectly 
satisfied with any of the existing Gram- 
mars. He declined for a considerable 
time complying with this request, bnt 
being much pressed to undertake the 
work, he at length turned his attention 
seriously to it. He conceived that a 
Grammar containing a careful selection 
of the most useful matter, and an adap- 
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tation of it to the understanding, and 
the gi’adual progress of learners, with a 
special regard to the propriety and pu- 
rity of all the examples and illustra- 
tions, would be an improvement on the 
English Grammars which had fallen un- 
der bis notice. With this impression, 
he produced the first edition of a work 
on this subject. It ^peai*ed in the spring 
of the year 1795. The approbation and 
the sale which the book obtained, gave 
him abundant reason to believe that ho 
had not failed'in his endeavours to elu- 
cidate the subject, and to facilitate the 
labours of botli teachei*8 and learners of 
English grammar. 

In a short time after the appearance 
of the work, a second edition 'Wfua call- 
ed for ; this induced liini to revise aii<l 
eiilaige the hook. It soon obtained an 
extensive circulation, and the re])eated 
editions through which it passed in a 
few yeai’s, encouraged liim to improve 
and extend it still further ; and in ])ar- 
ticular to support, by some critical 
discussions, the principles upon which 
many of its positions are founded. 

Soon after the Grammar had been 
published, Mr Murray was persuaded 
to compose a volume of Exercises, cal- 
culated to corrcispond with, and illus- 
trate, by copious examples, all the rules 
of tile Grammar, both principal and 
subordinate. At the same time, he 
formed a Key to the Ex(3rcises, design- 
ed for the convenience of teachers, and 
for the use of young persons who had 
left school, and who might be desirous, 
at their leisure, to improve themselves 
in grammatical studies and perspicuous 
composition. In forming these two lat- 
ter volumes, his design was not only to 
exercise the student’s ingenuity in cor- 
recting the sentences, ami to excite him 
to the study of grammar* by the }»lea- 
sure of feeling his own powers and pro- 
gress, but to introduce, for liis imita- 
tion, a great number of sentencivs, se- 
lected best writers, and dis- 

tinguisbedl^beir perspicuity and clc- 
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gance ; and to imbue his mind with 
Hentiiimnta of the highest importance, 

inte^eaving principles of piety and 
. virtue with the study of language. The 
^ fe j ^iisies and Key were published in 
and met with a great sale ; and 
Mr Murray was encouraged, in the 
same year, to make an Abridgement of 
the Grammar, for the use of minor 
schools, and for those who were begin* 
ning to study the language. The four 
volumes being intimately connected, 
mutually supported and recommended 
each other. 

As these books, except the Abridge- 
ment, were reprinted at York, Mr Mur- 
ray corrected the press, which occa- 
sioned them to appear with a greater 
degree of accuracy (a point of consi- 
derable importance to books designed 
for schools) than if they had not rec'.ei- 
ved the author s inspection. The suc- 
cess which he had met with in his pub- 
lications, encouraged Mr Murray to 
persevere in his literary pursuits. He 
produced a compilation, containing some 
of the most esteemed pieces in the lan- 
^age, both in prose and poetry, at once 
calculated to promote correct reading, 
to give a taste for justness of thought 
and elegance of composition, and to 
inculcate pious and virtuous sentiments. 
This work he entitled, The English 
Reader.” 

TJie approbation given to The Eng- 
lish Reader induced Mr Murray to 
publisli an Introduction” and a “ Se- 
quel” to that book. These three vo- 
lumes pursue the same subjects ; they 
all aim at a (chaste and guarded educa- 
tion of young persons. 

The recommendations which these 
books received, persuaded Mr Murray 
to believe, that a collection in French, 
on similar principles, and made from 
aome of the finest writers, would he fa- 
vourably received by the public. Ac- 
cordingly, he produced, in the year 
1 802, a compilation, entitled, ‘‘Lectcur 
Francois and, in 1807, another, with 


the title of << Introduction au Leetenv 
Francois.” 

In the year 1804, Mr Murray pub- 
lished a Spelling Book. He made it a 
point, in composing this book, to intro^, 
duce no matter that is foreign to the 
ol:ject8 which such a work oughts to 
have in view ; and be was stndious to 
bring the latter reading lesseul jto such 
a state of advancement, as i^onld form 
an easy and natnrah^nexlpil between 
this book and the J^oduction to the 
English Reader.” 

From Miss Frank, the author and 
editor of Mr Lindley Murray’s Me- 
moirs,” be received much valuable, and 
very material distance, in compiling 
the Spelling Book, the Introduction to 
the English Reader, and the two vo- 
lumes in French. He also received 
from the same hand, and from a number 
of literary correspondents, many very 
useful suggestions and criticisms, with 
respect to his English Grammar, and 
some of his other publications. 

As he M^as desirous that his publica- 
tions should have a circulation as ex- 
tensive as he could procure for them, 
Mr Murray sold the copyrights to one 
of the first houses in London. These 
booksellers had it in their power to 
spread them very diffusely, and they 
djd it perfectly to Mr Murray s satis- 
faction. They gave a liberal price for 
the books ; and Mr Murray acknow- 
ledged, that in all their transactions to- 
gether, which have not been very li- 
mited, tliey demonstrated gr^jat honour 
and uprightness, and entirely justified 
his confidence and expectations. 

After the Grammar, and the books 
connected with itj had passed through 
many editions, the proprietors concei- 
ved that an edition of the whole, in two 
volumes octavo, on fine paper, and in a 
large letter, would be well received by 
the public ; and Mr Murray embraced 
the opportunity to improve the work, 
by many additions which he conceived 
to be appropriate. These occupied about 
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oiip hundred pages of the first yolame. 
This octavo e<iitiou of tlie Grammar ap-» 
|x*ared iti 1808. It was favourably re- 
ceiviHl, and a new edition was deniaud- 
t)(I in tlie course of a few months. 

Soon after this period, Mr Murray 
experienced a considerable increase of 
flehility and indisposition, from which 
he did not tfiink he should recover. 
Till this time, he was able to go out 
daily in his carriage ; and, in summer, 
lie was frequently drawn about his gar- 
den in a chair, conveniently made fenr 
that purpose. But he was at length 
induced, though reluctantly, to relin- 
quish all the little exercise which he 
had been accustomed to take. The last 
time he went out in his carriage was in 
autumn, 1809. The total want of ex- 
ercise appears to have brought on a 
painful disorder, which, in June, 1810, 
terminated in the discharge of a small 
stone. His sufferings for some days 
were severe, and, for a few hours, acute ; 
hut his mind was, as usual, calm and 
resigned. 

For several succeeding years ho was 
much afflicted with oppressive languor, 
and with very uncomfortable sensations 
in his head and stomach. But, upon 
the whole, his health was not so rnncli 
impaired as might have been expected 
from his total confinement to the house, 
Ills advanced age, and enfeebled consti- 
tution. His spirits were, with very 
slight exceptions, uniformly good ; his 
demeanour was at all times gentle ; and 
his disposition mild, cheerful, and obli- 
ging. When his health would allow, he 
found, till the close of life, much useful 
occupation, and even amusement, in re- 
vising and improving his works. 

He was induced, also, to prepare some 
new publications, which he conceived 
would be useful. Having himself de- 
rived much benefit and satisfactipn from 
the frequent perusal of Bishop Horne s 
Commentary on the Psalms, and being 
desirous of extending that benefit to 
others, he made and published “ A 8e- 


lection*’ from that invaluable work. It 
was well received, and has been appro- 
ved and recommeiide<l by several very ^ 
respectable public critics. 

He wrote also a little piece, pub- 
lished in 1817, « On the Duty and 
Bencdit of a daily Perusal of the Holy 
Scriptures.” It is well composed, and 
no doubt has promoted, in no small de- 
gree, the important object which the 
author had in view. 

Mr Murray, from his retired life and 
unassuming character, did not receive 
any of those academical honours, to 
which the publication of his gramma- 
tical works, no doubt, fully entitled ' 
him. A tribute of respect was, how- 
ever, paid to him by two literary socie- 
ties at New Ytwrk. In IBIO, he was 
elected an honorary member of llie 
Historical Society; and, in 1810, of 
the Literary and Philo.sopliic’al Society. 
But he was not covetous of honour. 
The high approbation which his works 
received was gratifying to him, chiefly 
because it was an earinvst and a proof 
of their usefulness. 

His acquaintance and society, par- 
ticularly after his works had obtained 
celebrity, were much courted by re- 
spectable and literary ])erson8. But then? 
was a genuine humility, and even a 
diffidence, in his nature, which seemed 
to shrink from the idea of personally 
attracting any share of public curiosity 
or observation. ludee<l, the calls and 
applications for introduction, which he 
received, were so numerous, that had 
he encouraged them, the early and re- 
gular hours which he kept would have 
been much broken in upon, and the 
leisure which he enjoyed for literary 
pursuits greatly interrupted. 

Mr Muri*ay was much respected by 
many of his most distinguished con- 
temporaries in America. Wlien his 
works had procured for him a high <lc- 
greo of celebrity, the testimony of tlicir 
approbation, espe<nally of tliowe with 
whom he had been personally ac(|uaint 
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ed, was peculiarly acceptable to him. 
From his fellow-student, Mr Jay, and 
from many other highly respectable per- 
sons, he received, on various occasions, 
letters replete with expressions of es- 
teem, regiurd, and warm congratulation. 

Mr Murray was exceedingly fortu- 
nate in his marriage. Mm Murray, 
though not what is called a showy,” 
or a literary ” woman, possesses a so- 
lid understanding, great firmness of 
mind, and a kind disposition. To the 
poor and afflicted, she is, in a high de- 
gree, liberal and compassionate. By 
her skill and prudence in the manage- 
ment of her household afimrs, she re- 
lieved her husband from all care or 
anxiety on those subjects. She was most 
tenderly attached, and even devoted to 
him ; always preferring his gratifica- 
tion to her own. Her aged and be- 
loved father, and a large circle of rela- 
tions and friends, she freely left, to a<% 
company her husband into England. 
For many years after she came into this 
country, she still called New York her 
home ; hut she never requesteif or wish- 
ed Mr Murray to retiira. She encou- 
raged and assisted him as far as she 
was able, in every good word and work ; 
and often expressed her solicitous de- 
sire, that both she and her precious 
husband,” as she frequently called him, 
‘‘ might so pass through this life as not 
to fail of future and everlasting bliss.” 
During the latter years of her hus- 
band’s life, she scarcely ever quitted the 
Ijouse, and very rarely the two rooms 
occupied by him. She said she was 
most comfortable with him, and that if 
he were taken ill suddenly, as was 
sometimes the case, she could never 
forgive herself, if she were absent. 

In the full enjoyment of life, and in 
^e discliarge of all its vai'ied and im- 
portant duties, Mr Murray attained his 
eighty-first year; which, considering 
his long confinement, and bis genera! 
clf»hility, was a remarkable circum- 
stance, a kind of jubilee in his exist- 


ence. On his birth^day he appeared 
so well and cheerful, and so bright in 
his mental faculties, that the prospect 
of losing him seemed as remote as on 
any similar occasion, during many pre- 
cefflng years. Persons who were stran- 
gers to mm might suppose from his age 
and long confinement, that, at lliis pe- 
riod, he must have been fairly worn out, 
both in body and mind. But this was 
by no means the case. His health, to- 
wards the close of life, seemed rather 
to improve* In the autumn and win- 
ter immediately preceding his decease, 
he appeared tinusually free from indis- 
position. His sight and hearing were 
good. With spectacles, he could read 
the finest print. His memory, even for 
recent events, was remarkably reten- 
tive. He appeared as sensible, well- 
informed, and cheerful as at any for- 
mer period. His vigour of mind was 
unimpaired. He was, indeed, incapable 
of long-continued attention to any sub- 
ject ; but this seemed the effect of bo- 
dily, rather than of mental decay. His 
hair had become entirely white; bis 
countenance bespoke age and feeble- 
ness, hut still retained an expression of 
mingled intelligence and sweetness. 

On the 10th of January, 1826, Mr 
Murray, being at dinner, was seized with 
a slight pai'alytic affection in his left 
hand ; it was, however, of sliort dura- * 
tion, and was attended with no visible 
ill effect. On Monday inoniing, the 
13th of February, he had a return of 
numbness in the same hand, but it soon 
yielded to friction, and wholly disap- 
peared. Soon after, he conversed very 
cheerfully, and even pleasantly. Du- 
ring the day he was a good deal enga- 
ged, and much interested, in having the 
newspaper read to him, containing the 
debates on the commercial embarrass- 
ments of the country. 

In the evening he was seized with 
acute pain in his groin, accompanied 
with violent sickness. Medical assist- 
ance was procured ; but the means used 
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to afford relief proved ineffectual. Du- 
ring the night he had an idarming faint- 
ing fit, of long continuance. On reco- 
vering, he spoke most tenderly to his 
wife, and urged her to go to bed. On 
the following morning he seemed ra- 
ther better, but said the pain was not 
removed. In the evening he was con- 
veyed, in his rolling chair, to a bed pre- 
pared for him in bis sitting-room. He 
spent a restless night, and in the mom- 
ing he was in a state of extreme ex- 
haustion. In the afternoon he again ap- 
peared better ; but about half past eignt 
on tlie morning of Thursday the 16th 
of February, 1826, he expired in peace, 
without a struggle, or even a sign or a 
groan, in the eighty-first year of his 
age, and in the full possession of all his 
mental faculties. 

On Wednesday morning, the 22d of 
February, Mr Murray’s remains were 
interred in the burying ground of the 
Friends, or Quakers, in the city of Y ork ; 
amidst a large assemblage of indivi- 
duals, many of whom had come from 
a consi<lerable distance. From the still- 
ness which prevailed, one might have 
thought only few persons were present. 
All were silent and serious; many 
ckjeply affecte<l. 

Good sense and sound judgment, 
were the predominating qualities of Mr 
Murray’s mind. He took a large, com- 
prehensive, and accurate view of the 
objects presented to his mental eye; 
and he discemed, clearly and readily, 
wliich of those objects were to be pre- 
feiTed and pursued. His apprehension 
was quick, his memory retentive, and 
his taste delicate and refined. There 
did not appear in any of the faculties of 
his mind either exuberance or deficien- 
cy. Their general harmony, as well as 
strength, constituted the distinguishing 
excellence of his intellectual character. 
The power of his intellect, and the ha- 
bit of close, vigorous application, which 
be acquired early in lite, enabled him, 
at will, to collect his thoughts, and to 
fix them wholly, and for a sufficient 


length of time, on any subject, under 
his consideration. Hence, whatever 
he did was well done, and with com- 
parative ease. His grammatical works 
have obtained so much celebrity, and 
they exhibit so high a degree of excel- 
lence, that it might not unreasonably 
be supposed grammar was the princi- 
pal study of his life ; but it did not par- 
ticularly engage his attention, until a 
short time previous to the publication 
of his first work on that subject. 

He composed, and wrote, with quick- 
ness and accuracy. His Giammar, as 
it appeared in the first edition, was 
completed in rather less than a year. 
It was begun in the spring of 1794, and 
it was published in the spring of 1795 ; 
though he had an intervening illness, 
which, for several weeks, stopped the 
progress of his work. The Exercises 
and Key were also composed in about 
a year ; and none of his succeeding pub- 
lications engrossed, in the first instance, 
a larger portion of time. 

Mr Murray’s sentiments were ele- 
vated and refined ; his ideas and 4)pi- 
nions just and well founded, and al- 
ways expressed in delicate and appro- 
priate language. They often attracted 
attention by their novelty; accompa- 
nied with a conviction of their proprie- 
ty, in the minds of those to whom they 
were communicated ; together with 
some degree of surprise that they had 
not previously occurred, or at least not 
witli so strong an evidence of their 
justness. Both in writing and speak- 
ing, his manner of expression was sim- 
ple and pleasing, but correct and accu- 
rate, clear and concise : no one could 
be at a loss to understand his meaning, 
or to apprehend its force. He had a 
happy choice of words, and a dear ar- 
rangement of his thoughts ; avoiding all 
useless repetition, or awkward, unne- 
cessary explanation, and all contradic- 
tion or inconsistency. The current of 
his expressions and thoughts was easy 
and natural, smooth and regular. 

Mr Murray had a considerable m*- 
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quaintancc with tho Latin and French 
languages, and sonie knowledge of 
Greek. He wn&» an excellent arith- 
metician and accountant. With gene- 
ral literature, including history and 
geografiby, he was well acquainted. 

He had an even flow of spirits, and 
great cheerfulness of temper. Ho seems 
to have been naturally mild, gentle, and 
compassionate, yet firm, stea<lfH8t, and 
resolute. He possesseil to the latest pe- 
riod of his life lively sensibility, warmth 
of feeling, and tenderness of affliction. 

He exercised great and habitual self- 
control. All bis feelings and emotions 
were, as bir as human im])eifection will 
allow, subjugated by refison and reli- 
gion. He was quick in discerning, and 
solicitous to check the risings of evil 
passions, and to refrain, as far as pos- 
sible, from acting under their influence. 
He seldom suffered any circumstance 
or event to ruffle Ids temper, or dis- 
turb his rest ; and it may almost be re- 
marked of him, as of an eminent states- 
man, that he could aist off his cares 
with his clothes.” 

His income, independently of the 
profit of bis publications, scarcely at 
anytime exceeded 500/. or 600/. a-year. 
With this income, be was very hospit- 
able and generous ; he liv<*d in a plain 
way indeed, but so respectably, and 
with so high a character for benevo- 
lence, that he was generally esteemed 
ri«*h. — He frequently acknowledged as 
one of the blessings of Providenci*, that 
from his first establishment in life lie 
had always had the means of living 
with comfort and respectability. 

His appearance was noble and pre- 
possessing. He was tall and well pro- 
portioned, and rather stout. His com- 
plexion was daric, and somewhat rud- 
cjy : it did not exhibit that sickly ap- 
pearance which might have been ex- 
pected from his general debility and 
long confinement. His forehead was 
open, expansive, and rather elevated. 
His features wen? regular. The pro- 
file of hiH face, if not handsome, ivas 


strikingly noble and pleasing. The ge- 
neral impression of his countenance in- 
dicated at once the elevation of his 
mind, and the sweetness of his dispo- 
sition. When he received and wel- 
comed any sti'anger, or visitor, for whom 
he felt particular respect or regard, his 
countenance beameii with iiuTeased 
dignity and mildness ; his eyes spark - 
led with benevolent animation, am! a 
smile played on his lips ; bis whole ap- 
pearance and manner liespoke, instan- 
taneously and powerfully, superior in- 
telligence, tempered by superior good- 
ness ami benignity. 

The prices which Mr Murray recei- 
ved for the copyrights of his ilifferent 
works wore as follows : — For the ( iram- 
inar. Exercises, and Key, he received 
seven hundred pounds; for the Abridge- 
ment, one hundred pounds ; for the 
English Reader, three hundred ami 
fifty pounds ; for the Sequc'l to the 
English Reader, two bundreil pounds ; 
for the Introduction to the English 
Reader, two hundred pounds ; for the 
Lecteur Fran^tois, and the Introduc- 
tion au Lecteur Francois, seven hun- 
dred pounds ; for the Spelling Book, 
and the First Book for Children, five 
hundred pounds ; for the Selection from 
Home's Commentaiy on the Fsalms, 
one hundred pounds. The copyright 
of the Duty and Benefit of reading the 
Scriptures, as well as of the Power of 
Religion, was presented by him to the 
booksellers, without any pecuniary 
comjiensation. The enlargement of the 
Grammar in the octavo edition, and the 
numerous iiiqn'ovements in, and adtli- 
tions to, Ids other works, were always 
gratuitous on his part. 

The demand for his grammatical 
works, and also for his Spelling Book, 
has been so great and regular, that ex- 
cepting tlie octavo edition of the Gram- 
mar, the types which compose them 
have long been kept standing. The edi- 
tions w^hich have been worked off, 
though numerous, have not, however, 
hecui limited to a small number of co- 
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pies. For many years past, every edi- a living held at that time by his father, 
tion of the Grammar has consisted of From his childhood he gave promise of 
ten thousand copies ; of the Exercises, those Christian ginees with which he 
ten thousand; of the Key, six thou- was afterwards so richly endowed, and 
sand ; of the Abridgement of the Gram- of those talents, which eventually set 
mar, twelve thousand ; of the Spelling him high amongst the literary charac- 
Rook, apd of the First Book for Chil- ters of his day. All however that we 
<h*en, t^ thousand. Each edition of will say of this period of his life is, that 
the Englli|i Reader, and of the Intro- the Bible was the book which he read 
duction to the English Reader, con- with the most avidity, whether from 
sists of^ten thousand copies ; of the Se- that spirit of early piety, of wliich we 
quel to i-^e English Reader, six thou- hear so much more frequently than we 
sand ; of the Lecteur Francois, and the see it ; or whether (which is more pro- 
introduction an Lecteur Francois, each bable) from the beautiful pictures of 
three thousand. primitive manners which the liistorical 

In the United States of North Ame- parts of Holy Writ display, and which 
rica, the sale of Mr Murray’s works is are singularly attractive to a child, 
rapid ; and the editions are numerous. However it was, this fii’st application 
The success of his publications in his of his powers laid the foundation of that 
native land afforded him much satis- masterly knowledge of Scripture which 
faction, and was peculiarly grateful to he afterwards attained, and to the per- 
his feelings. The high approbation fecting of which almost all his future 
which his grammatical works have re- reading was made directly or indirect- 
ceived, and their extensive circulation ly to contribute. From the Grammai* 
in the United States of North America, School of Whitchurch, where he re- 
as well as in Great Britain,, is a very ceived more than the rudiments of his 
pleasing consideration* They will doubt- classical education, he was sent to, Dr 
less tend in no small degree, to pre- Bristowe, a gentleman who took pupils 
serve the Anglo-American language near town ; and in the year 1800, was 
from coiTuplion ; and to stop the pro- admitted of Brazen-nose College, Ox- 
gross of useless innovation. Thcadvan- ford. He came to the university not 
tages likely to accrue to both countries, an accurate Greek or Latin scholar ; 
from a common standard of grammati- but with a very extensive range of in- 
cal purity and propriety, are incalcu- formation, and an insatiable thirst after 
lal>le. The extended use of the Eng- knowledge. His mind was of 'that su- 
lish language is a distinguishing fea- perior class that it could attain what- 
ture of the times in which we live : it ever its powers were applied to. As, 
may, perhaps, be one of the means in for instance, he knew very little of the 
the hands of a wise and merciful Pro- art of writing Latin verses ; yet as this 
vidence, for conveying the benefit of ci- was the only mode of distinguishing 
vilizatioii, and the knowledge of Chris- himself, in his first year at college, ho 
tianity, to the whole world. applied his mind to Latin hexameters, 

and on his first attempt, in 1802, ob- 
THE RIGHT REV. REGINALD HEBER, ^ned tho university prize ; the sub- 
D. D. LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA, joct, « The Carmen Secularo.”^ 

He subsequently directed his atten- 
Reginald Hbber was the son of tion to English poetry, which he coni- 
the Rev. Reginald Heb€*r, of Marion, in posed at first with great difficulty. In 
Yorkshire. He was born on tbe 21st 1803 the subject given for English verse 
of April, 1783, at Malpas, in Cheshire, was Palestine.” Upon this theme Mr 
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lleber wrote, and with signal success. 
Never did a prize-poem excite so gene- 
ral a sensation. It was set to music 
hy an eminent professor ;by many it was 
committed to memory; by all it was read. 

Mr Heber then applied himself to 
mathematics, in which he made con- 
siderable progress. The higher classics, 
Pindar and Aristophanes, he constnied 
with the spirit of a poet ; and few un- 
derstood them st> well. His range over 
classical ground was at last very exten- 
sive ; but he was more remarkable for 
that vigour of intellect which seizes, as 
it were by intuition, the meaning of an 
author, and catches at once his spirit, 
than for his accuracy as a mere verbal 
scholar. In 1805 he took his degree of 
B, A., and immediately after tried his 
powers in English composition, and gain- 
ed the prize for the English essay ; the 
subject, The Sense of Honour.” Not- 
withstanding these distinguished ho- 
nours, he left the university with all the 
native modesty he had canied thither, and 
with the conlial love of his cont€»mpora- 
ries, who couldfeel no mortification at be- 
ing vanquished by such an opponent, and 
no envy at the laurels of one who bore 
them so meekly. From Brazen-nose 
College lie was elected to a Fellowship 
at All-Souls, and soon after went abroad. 
The Continent, at that time, afforded 
hut small choice for an English travel- 
ler ; and he was, therefore, obliged to 
content himself with Germany, Russia, 
and the Crimea ; and how closely he 
could observe, and how perspicuously 
impart bis observations, appears from 
the notes in Dr Clarke's Travels in the 
latter countries, which he was pennit- 
ted to extract from Mr Heber’s MS. 
Journal, andattacli to his own pages* 
Mr Heber and his friend visited, du- 
ring this tour, the priniapal scenes among 
which Dr Clarke bad travelled, in 1800, 
and which form the subjects of his first 
volume, published in 1810. In the pre- 
face to tiiat volume, the learned and 


justly-admired traveller acknowledges 
great obligations to the Rev. Regi- 
nald Heber,” whom be inaccurately de- 
scribes as “ of Brazen-nose College,”^ 
for the valuable manuscript Journal, 
which afforded the extracts given in the 
notes.” Besides « Mr Heberi|w|iabitual 
accuracy, his zealous attenti<iipo> which 
appeai-s in every statement,-f>©P Clarke 
mentions the statistical information, 
which stamps a peculiar valuoi ea his 
observations,” and “ lias enriched the 
volume by communications the author 
liimself was mcompetent to supply 
especially ‘‘ concerning the state of pea- 
sants in Russia.” Dr Clarke adds a 
further acknowledgment, for some beau- 
tiful drawings, engraved in this volume.” 

Among tliese engravings is a vignette 
in which is delineated an unassuming 
tomb erected at Cherson, on a spot 
which Mr Heber and his friend visited, 
and where, in 1790, the noblest “ of 
all the Howards” had closed his tour of 
philanthropy* 

It does not appear when Mr Heber 
returned from the Continent. In 1808 
he took hie degree of A.M. at Oxford. 
Tlie next year appeared from the press 
his poem, ‘‘J^wrope, Lines on the present 
War.'* This poem professes to be “ a 
review of the general politics of Europe, 
^rith a wish to avoid, as much as pos- 
sible, subjects purely. English.” The 
subject which predominates is, « the 
glorious struggle, which has drawn the 
attention and sympathy of all mankind 
to Spain, ” for whom the poet's prophecy, 

“ But Spain, the brave, the virtuous, shall be 
free,” 

is unhappily yot to be accomplished. 

Having returned to England, and 
been presented to the family living of 
Hodnet, be married Amelia, daughter 
of Dr Shipley, the late Dean of St 
Asaph, and thenceforward willingly de- 
voted himself to the enjoyment of those 
domestic charities, which no one was 
better fitted to promote, and to the dis. 


He htwl been elcctcil to a fiJlowship at All-Souls. 
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charge of thoseiinobtrasivedutles, which 
fill op the life faf 'a ^ wntry clergyman. 
Few days passed HpUSrhich he did not 
spend some time lAlhtercourse with his 
j)eople ; suffering neither the aged to 
l»e deprived of the consolations of reli- 
gion, through their inability to resbCh 
church, by reason of 4hcir years ; nor 
the sick man to be long on his bed, 
without one to kneel by his side ; nor 
the poor to languish without 

his discovering and gitiug him help; 
nor neighbours to be at fiimfe, withottt 
supplyingto them a mostiffectnal peace- 
maker. 

At his parsonage he applied his vi- 
gorous intellect to the study of divi- 
nity, andin 1815 preached the Bampton 
Lecture. The subject selected by hiila 
was, “ The Personality and Office*, of 
the Christian Comforter asserted and 
explained,” in a course of sermons on 
John, xvi. 7. About this time lie com- 
posed many articles for a Dictionary of 
the Bible ; after which, with the excep- 
tion of sonu^ critical essays, both theolo- 
gical and literary, not unknown to the 
public, though without a name, and an 
admirable ordination sermon, delivered 
before the late Bishop of Chester, and 
at liis request committed to the press, 
lie did not appear as an author till 1822, 
when his Life of Jeremy Taylor, with 
a Review of his Writings, made known 
to the world how well the interval had 
been spent in maturing his great know- 
ledge by reflection, and chastising a style 
in his former work, perliaps somewhat 
redundant, by a sound judgment and 
more finished taste. 

In 1822, Mr Heber was elected, by 
llic Benchers of Lincoln’s Inn, preacher 
to their Society, an office which had 
been filled by Warburton, Hurd, and 
numerous dignitaries of the church. 
His election to this office, independent- 
ly of the acknowledgment it paid to his 
talents and character, was valuable to 
him, as securing his more frequent ac- 
cess to the metropolis. At Lincoln’s 


Inn his sermons were greatly admireii 
by men of the highest talent and worth 
in the profession of the law. 

It was not long before an occasion 
of employing him in a more extensive 
field of usefulness occurred ; and on tlie 
death of Dr Middleton the Bishoprick 
of Calcutta was offered to Dr HeW* 

The appointment of Dr Heber to 
the see of Calcutta gave great^bd ge- 
neral satisfactioni How warmly and 
justly the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge” hailed it, was 
eloquently manifested by the Valedic- 
tory Addi^il delivered by Dr Kaye, the 
Bishop of Bristol, bn t&h 13ih of June, 
in the n^tide of the Society. 

With similw* expressions of admii-a- 
tion was the appointment of Dr Ileher 
to the see of Calcutta hailed by the 
« Church Missionary Society.” « The 
appointment,” we quote from the Re- 
port of the Institution for the year 1824', 
« of Dr Reginald Heber, is an event of 
the greatest promise to the cause of 
Christianity in the vast regions of the 
East connected with the united king- 
dom. In reference to the Society, the 
committee warmly congratulate the 
members on his Lordship’s appointment: 
having long been its zealous friend and 
able advocate, his countenance and sup- 
port in its enlarging concerns in India 
are confidently anticipated.” 

The Bishop left London on the 16th 
of June, 1823 ; and immediately em- 
barked for India on board the Compa- 
ny’s ship Grenville. On the 10th of 
October following, the Bishop, with 
Mrs Heber and their fami1yf«landed at 
Calcutta. On the '4th of November, at 
Dum Dam, the Military station of the 
East India Company’s artillery, a few 
miles from Calcutta, his Lordship con- 
secrated the new church, the founda- 
tion of which had been laid by his 
predecessor, Bishop Middletion, under 
the name of St Stephen. 

On Ascension day, 1824, Bishop 
Heber held his primary visitatioij in 
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the Cathedral at Calcutta. Tlie follow- 
ing report of his chaige will prove with 
what an apostolic spirit he had entered 
upon his mission : 

A sermon having been preached by 
Dr Parish^ the Bishop took his seat 
near the altar; and the clergy being 
assembled near him^ his Lordship deli- 
vered his charge. After some remarks 
upon dlte ecclesiastical establishment in 
India, his Lordship/ adverting to the 
backwardness of the English clergy to 
enter upon their calling in India, re- 
marked i « Those, indeed, would l>e 
much mistaken who 8botdd> anticipate 
in the farMnes biP an Indiai|*^Chaplain a 
life of indolence^ bf opuleni^ if luxury. 
An Indian chaplain must come prepa- 
red for hard labour, in a climate where 
labour is often death; he must come' 
prepared for rigid self-denial, in situa- 
tions where all around )um incites to 
sensual indulgence ; he must be content 
with an income, liberal indeed in itself, 
hut altogether disproportioned to the 
charities, the hospitalities, the unavoid- 
able expenses, to which his sitnation 
renders him liable. He must be content 
to bear his life in his hand, alid to leave, 
very often, those dearer than life itself, 
to His care alone who feeds the ravens, 
and who never, or most rarely, suffers 
the seed of the righteous to beg their 
bread. Nor ai*e the qualifications which 
he will need, nor the duties which will 
be imposed on him, less anluous than 
the perils of his situation. But to the 
well-tempered, the well-educated, the 
diligent and pious clergyman, who can 
endear himself to the poor without vul- 
garity, and to the rich without invol- 
ving liimself in their vices ; who can re- 
prove sin without harshness, and com- 
fort penitence without undue indul- 
gence ; who delights in his Masters 
work even when divested of many of 
those outward circumstances which, in 
our own country, contril)ut(3 to render 
that woilc jncturesque and interesting ; 
who feels a pleasure in bringing men to 


God, proportioned to the extent of their 
previous wanderinai:’ to such a man as 
Mart^ was, I ca^|P^miBe no common 
usefttJness and enjOjm^ent in the situa- 
tion of an Indian chaplain ; 1 can pro- 
miws, in any station to which he may 
assigned, an, educated society, and 
an dmost unbounded range of useful- 
ness; I can promise him the favour of 
his superiors, the friendship of his 
equals, and IflH strong as deftth, 
from thooe^mose wanderings he cor- 
rects, whosb distresses he consoles, ainl 
by whose si(^ and dying bed he stands 
as a ministering angel. Are further in- 
ducements needful ? I can promise to 
sudi a man the esteem^ the regard, the 
veneration of the surrounding Gentiles, 
life consolation at least of having re- 
moved from their minds, by his blame- 
less life and winning manners, some of 
the most inveterate and injurious preju- 
dices which oppose themselves to the 
Gospel ; and the honour it may be, of 
which examples are not wanting among 
yon, of planting the cross of Christ in 
the wilderness of a heathen heart, and 
extending the frontiers of the visible 
church amid the hills of darkness and 
the stronghohls of error and idolatry.” 

His Lordship then adverted to the 
great assistance afforded to the minis- 
ters of the Gospel in India, by the pa- 
rental cai-e of Government, the bounty 
of individuals, and the labours of tlie 
Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge ; in the establishment of schools, 
the distribution of religious tracts, and 
the management of lending ]ibrarii*s 
which his Lordship wished to hecoine 
universal. The Missionaries wlio at- 
tended the visitation were then addicss- 
ed by the Bishop, who alluded to the 
object and importance of their labours ; 
and this led his Lordship to the consi- 
deration of the great question of iho 
conversion of the heathen, and to soiik^ 
remarks on the late publication of llsi 
Abl>e Dubois. His gross mis-state- 
ments were confuted by an appeal Ut 
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tlie Protestant converts of Agra, of Be- 
nares, of Meei-ut, ami of ’Clmnar. 
Bear witness/^ said Jiis Lordship, 
those numerous believers of our own 
iimnediat^^eighbourhood, with whom, 
though we differ on many, and doubt- 
less on very important {mints, I should 
myself if I could regard them as 
any other than my brethren and fellow- 
servants in the Lord. Let the popu-^ 
Ions Christian <listrict of Malabar bear 
witness, wheie believers are not reck- 
oned by solitary individuals, but by 
hundreds and by thousands. Ifear wit- 
ness, Ceylon, where the cross has lost 
its reproach, and the chiefs of the land 
are giadually assuming, without scru- 
|do, the attire, the language., and the re- 
ligion of Englishmen ; and let him, final- 
ly, bear witness, whom we have now re- 
ceived into the number of the commis- 
sioned servants of the church, and whom 
we trust, at no distant day, to send 
forth, ill the fulness of Christian autlio- 
rity, to make known the way of truth 
to those his countrymen from wliose er- 
rors he has himself been gi’aciously de- 
livered.*' 

The concluding passage relates, we 
hidieve, to the Reverend Christian Da- 
vid, who was baptized at Tranquebar, 
many years since, and who was admit- 
ted to holy orders at Calcutta by Bisho{> 
Ilebcr. 

In May, 1824, the Bishop consecra- 
tod a ifew ehurch at Goi uckpoor, a sta- 
tion in the interior of Bengal. From 
June to the end of that year, he was 
engaged in visiting the several Euro- 
j)ean stations in Bengal, and the upper 
provinces of Hindoostan. 

In January, 1825, the Bishop was at 
Acra, and went from thence to Jeypoor 
and Neemueb, to tlie stations under the 
Bonilmy Government, including Poo- 
11 ah, Kaira, Baroda, Baroach, 8urat,and 
Guzerat, consecrating churches at these 
several places. 

In May, 1825, the Bishop held his 
episcopal visitation at Bombay, where 


9i 

we have understood that he preached 
on Imanl the Honourable Company's 
ship Farquharson. On this progress lie 
laid the foundation of two central 
schools. He also visited the Deccan, 
Ceylon, and Madras, on his return to 
Bengal ; performing at each station the 
active duties of an a{H>stoUc Bishop. 

Daring this period he appears to have 
zealously promoted the reli^ous objects 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
In their Report” for 1825, they grate- 
fully acknowledge that the name of 
Dr Heber, Bishop of Cahmtta, as an 
accession to the cause, is in every res- 
pect most valuable. With the aid of 
his Lordship's counsel and influence, the 
objects of the Society must be essen- 
tially promoted ; its character also w'ill 
he lietter appreciated, and it will com- 
mend itself more and more to the com- 
munity.” 

Of the Bishop 8 last {irogreas, desti- 
ned so soon to terminate, prematurely, 
according to human apprehension, we 
have collected the following particu- 
lars : 

He preached at Combaconum, on 
Good Friday, the 24th of March, 1826, 
and arrived the next day at Tanjore, 
where, on Easter Sunday, his l^ordsliip 
preached an eloquent and impressive 
sermon. The following day he held a 
conflrmation at the latter place ; and in 
the evening addressed, it is said, in a 
very affecting manner, the assembled 
Missionaries. Having paid a visit of 
ceremony to the Rajah of Tanjore, and 
inspected the schools, he went on to Tri- 
chinopoly. Her(», on Sunday, April 2, 
he again preached and again C4>nfirme(l, 
— a rite which he repeated early tfie 
next mqjming in the Fort church. Ha- 
ving retulped home, he took a cold 
hath before breakfast, as he had done 
the two {ireceding days. The servant, 
however, who attended him, thinking 
that he remained longer than usual in 
tile bath, entered the a])artincnt, and 
fouml the body in tlie water. T1 m‘ alarm 
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was instantly givon, and Mr Robinson, 
tlie Cbaplain, and Mr Doran, a clmrch- 
inissionaiy, took it out. Bleeding, fric- 
tion, and indating tlie lungs, were ini- 
inediately tried, but in vain; and it 
was afterwards discovered tliat a ves- 
sel had burst upon the brain ; an acci- 
dent attributed by the medical men to 
the plunge into c^ld water, when he was 
warm and exliausted. 

The following particulars are com- 
municated in the Madras Government 
Gazette : 

Tan}orc^^\st March^ 182 G. 

« The XfOrd Bishop of Calcutta arri- 
ved at Tanjore on the 25th instant, 
having preached an excellent sermon 
on the Crucifixion the preceding day, 
Good Friday, at Combaconum. 

« On the 26th, Easter Sunday, Eng- 
lish divine sendee was performed at the 
mission church in the little fort of Tan- 
jore. His Lordship’s chaplain, the He* 
Verend T. Robinson, the Reverend J. 
Doran, and other Missionaries, assisted 
in reading the Liturgy. His Lordship 
preached an eloquent and impressive 
sermon on the resurrection. At the re- 
quest of the native members of the con- 
gregation, his Lordship has kindly pro- 
mised to have this sermon translated 
into the Tamul language, and printed. 
In concluding the sermon, the Bishop, 
in the most feeling manner, impressed 
the duty of brotherly love upon all pre- 
sent, without regard to rank or colour. 
The Lord’s Supper w'as administered 
to eighty-seven communicants, thirty 
belonging to the English congregation, 
and fifty-seven native Christians who 
understand the English language. 

« Divine service was perfonned in 
ibe evening at the same place in the 
Tattud language. The Lituigy was 
tead by the Reverend Mr Barenbruck, 
IKisisted by a native minister, and a 
mrtnm preached by the Reverend Dr 
Cffem^er. 

** To the agreeable surprise of all pre- 


sent, his Lordship pronounced the a|K)8- 
tolic benediction in the Tamul language. 

** On Easter Monday his Lordship 
held a confirmation, when tw<^lve Eng- 
lish and fifty native youths yere con- 
firmed. As only a part of tnim under- 
stood the English language, the service 
was repeated by the Reverend Mr 
KohlhofiT in the Tamul language, who 
afterwards addressed those who had 
been confirmed. The whole service 
was interesting and afiTectlng. 

“ In the evening Tamul divine ser- 
vice was held in die chapel in the Mis- 
sion Garden, when the Reverend Mr 
Sperschneider preached in Tamul to a 
crowded congregation. 

At the conclusion of the service, 
the Missionaries present received an 
affectionate and animated address from 
his Lordship die Bishop, who observed, 
it was probably the last time that all 
present could expect to meet again in 
this world, and exhorted them to dili- 
gence and perseverance by the exam- 
ple of Swartz, near whose remains bis 
Lordship was then standing. His ad- 
dress will not soon be forgotten by those 
who had the privilege of hearing it. 

“ On the 28th his Lordship, attend- 
ed by his chaplain, and several Mis- 
sionaries of the district, paid a visit of 
ceremony to his Highness the Rajah of 
Tanjore, under the customary honours. 
On the following clay his Highn^s re- 
turned his Lordship’s visit. 

“ On the 29th and 3(Hh his Lord- 
ship visited and inspected the Mission 
schools and premises. The numlier of 
children in the English and Tamul 
schools amounted to two hundred and 
seventy-five boys and girls. His Lord- 
ship heard them read in English and 
Tamul, and expressed himself highly 
gratified at the progress which had been 
made by the scholars. 

« His Lordship’s visit to this import- 
ant Mission, and the great interest he 
takes in its welfare with the valuable 
aid he contemplates affording it, call 
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for the liveliest gratitude : particularly 
from the Missionaries) and the numer* 
ous natives connected with the Mission. 
Sincere prayers will he offered to God, 
that Ins Lordship s valuable life may be 
long spared, aiia that the divine bless* 
ing may descend upon the exertions be 
is making* 

“ His Lordship left Tanjore, and 
proceeded to Trichinopoly on the Slst, 
in the evening* 

“ Our readers throughout India will 
receive with a universal sentiment of 
grief, the intelligence that the earthly 
career of our beloved and reverend 
Bishop terminated at Trichinopoly on 
the morning of Monday tlie 3<1 instant. 
His Lordship had reached that place 
on Saturday morning, and on the fol- 
lowing day had preached and held a 
confirmation in the evening; after which 
he delivered another discourse, conclu- 
ding with a solemn and affecting fare- 
well to the congregation. On Mon- 
day, at an early hour, his Lordship 
visited a congregation of native Chris- 
tians, and, on his return, went into a 
bath, as he had done on the two pre- 
ceding days. He was there seized 
with an apoplectic fit, and when his ser- 
vant, alarmed at the length of his stay, 
entered the bathing-room he found that 
life was extinct. Medical aid was im- 
mediately procured, but proved wholly 
unavailing.*’ 

Thus, having persevered unto the 
end, die<l this faitliful servant of God, 
in the forty* third year of his age, and 
third of his episcopacy. 

How he bore himself in the relations 
in which, as Diocesan of India, he was 
])laced, let the following testimonies 
bear evidence. 

At a public meeting convened at 
Madres, soon after the Bishop’s death, 
to do honour to his memory, << after the 
meeting had been addressed with much 
eloqiieiu‘<} by Sir T, Munro the Chair- 
man, Sir R. Palmer, and others, a sub- 


scription was forthwith commenced on 
a scale of splendid munificence, which 
was to extend throughout the H’est-^ 
dency, and amongst all classes, for i 
erection of a monument to the Bisho|i^ 
in the church at Madras, the surplus' 
fund to he also expended in somb maiu 
ner best fitted to keep his name from 
perishing among them. At Bombay a 
subscription is also in progress, for the 
very appropriate purpose of endowing 
a scholarship at the Calcutta College, 
to be called Bishop Heber’s scholar, 
ship/” 

We are convinced that our readers 
will peruse with pleasure the following 
public testimony to the worth of Bishop 
Heber, afforded by tlie government of 
our Indian empire. 

« Fort mmarn, April 14, 182^. 

" The Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor General in Council has received 
the painful intelligence of the sudden 
death of the Right Reverend Reginald, 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, on the 3d in- 
stant, at Trichinopoly. 

" This distressing event having oc- 
curred at a distance from Calcutta, his 
Lordship in council has not, as on a for- 
mer melancholy occasion, to invite the 
community to join in paying the last 
solemn honours to the deceased prelate, 
hut he entertains the conviction, that 
every individual acquainted with the 
learning and worth of Bishop Heber, 
will participate in the deep and heart- 
felt sorrow of the Government, at the 
loss of one who was endeared to this So- 
ciety by his engaging manners, exten- 
sive benevolence, and unaffected piety. 

« Tlie late Bishop had recently 
finished a long and laborious visitation 
through the territories of Bengal and 
Bombay, during which he bad secured 
the good-will and veneretion of all 
classes with whom he had communica- 
tion, by his gentle and unassuming de- 
meanour, and had proceeded to the pro- 
vinces under Fort St George, in order 
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to complete this important branch of 
iiis episcopal doty, when a sudden and 
^:wfui lUspensation deprired Christian-. 

" ;y of one of its most enligliteiied, most 
Indent, and most amiable ministers. 

Tlie Governor General in Council 
18 pleased to direct, that minute-guns, 
to the number of forty-two, correspond- 
ing with the age of the deceased Bi- 
shop, bo fired tliis evening, at sunset, 
from the ramparts of Fort William. 

By command of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General in Council. 

“ C. Lushinoton.” 

Pursuant to a notice of the High 
Sheriff, a numerous and respectable 
meeting of the inhabitants of Calcutta 
was assembled at the Town Hall, on 
the morning of tlie 6th of May, for the 
purpose of expressing the deep feelings 
of sorrow with which they viewed 
the unexpected death of their Indoved 
Bishop, and of taking into considera- 
tion the most desirable inode of per- 
petuating his revered memory. Sir 
Charles Grey was called to take the 
chair, upon the motion of Lord Com- 
bermere, and with the universal con- 
currence of the meeting. 

Sir Charles Gi*ey having accordingly 
taken his seat, opened the business of 
the day with observations to the follow- 
ing effect : 

« Gentlemen, — Before I proceed 
to anytliing else, I am reluctantly com- 
pelled to correct a seeming mistake as 
to^he object of tins meeting. A notice 
has appeared this m(»rning, professedly 
by authority, whicli, though probably 
well meant, lias in it something too 
much of tlie character of solicitation. I 
jknow not by wbat authority it speaks, 
bu|,.tbe friends of the late Bishop are 
anxious only that expression should he 
g^ven to the feelmgs |vith which the 
comisinnity regarded him. Siibscrip- 
tbus, fm bis monument, if they are 
spoatsuieotts indications of respect and 


soiTow, will be valuable testimonies, 
but not otherwise : and I trust, that 
neither solicitations nor influence will 
be employed to swell their amount. 
Leaving this matter, it is with rc*al 
agitation and embairassment tlmt 1 fmd 
it my duty to mark out the grounds on 
which this meeting appears to me to 
have been called for ; assuretlly it is 
not that there is any difficulty in find- 
ing tliose grounds, nor tliat 1 have any 
apprehension that you will not attend 
to a statement of them with willingness 
and indulgence. But this is a very pub- 
lic occasion, and my feelings are not 
entirely of a public nature. Deep as 
my sense is of the loss which the com- 
munity has sustained, yet, do what 1 
will, the sensation which 1 find upper- 
most in my heart is my own private 
8on*ow for one wlio was my friend in 
early life. It is just four-and-twenty 
years this month since I first hecariie 
acquainted witli him at the University, 
of whicli he was, beyond all question 
or comparison, the most distinguished 
student of his time. The name of Re- 
ginald Heher was in every mouth ; liis 
society was courted by young and old ; 
he lived in an atmosphere of favour, ad- 
mimtion, and regal'd, from which I liave 
never known any one hut himself wlio 
would not have derived, and for life, an 
unsalulary influence. Towards the 
close of his academical career, he 
crowned his previous honours by the 
production of his * Palestine,' of which 
single work, the fancy, the elegance, 
and the gi*ace, have secured him a 
place in the list of those who liear the 
proud title of English poets. This, ac- 
cording to usage, was recited in public ; 
and when that scene of his early tri- 
umph comes upon ray memory — ^that 
elevated rostrum from which he looked 
upon friendly and admiring faces — that 
decorated theatre — those grave forms 
of ecclesiastical dignitaries^ mingling 
witli a res]>1cndeut throng of rank ami 
beauty— . those antique inaiisioiis of 
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leaniiug, those venerable groves, those 
ixifresliing streams^ and shaded walks 
— tli(5 vision isjl^hen by another, in 
which the yoyipSl and presiding ge- 
nius of the Jorif® scene is beheld lying 
ill liis distant grave, amongst the sands 
of Southern India. Believe me, the 
contrast is striking, and the recollec- 
tion most painful. 

<< But you are not here to listen to 
details of private life. If I touch upon 
one or two other points, it will be for 
the purpose only of illustrating some 
features of his character. He passed 
some time in foreign travel, before he 
entered on the duties of his profession. 
The whole Continent had not yet been 
re-opened to Englishmen by the swords 
of the noble Lord who is near me and 
his coippanions in arms ; hut in the 
eastern part of it the Bishop ftmnd a 
held the more interesting on account of 
its having been seldom trodden by our 
countrymen. He kept a valuable jour- 
nal of bis observations, and when you 
consider Lis youth, the applause he had 
already received, and how tempting, in 
the morning of life, are the gratifica- 
tions of literary success, you will con- 
sider it as a mark of the retiring and 
ingenuous modesty of his character, that 
he preferred to let the substance of his 
work '^■ppear in the humble form of 
notes to the volumes of another. This 
has been before noticed : there is an- 
other circumstance which I can add, 
and which is not so generally known. 
This journey, and the aspect of those 
vast regions stimulating a mind which 
was stored with classical learning, had 
suggested to him a plan of collecting, 
arranging, and illustrating all of ancient 
and of modern literature which could 
unfold tlu^ history, and throw light 
on the present state of ScytJiia, that 
region of mystery and fable, that 
source from whence, eleven times in 
t})e history of man, the living clouds of 
war have been bmathed over all the 
nations of the South. I can hardly 


conceive any work for which the talents 
of the author were better adapted, 
hardly any which could have given the 
world more of delight, himself more of 
glory. I know the interest which he 
took in it. But he bad now entered 
into the service of the church ; and 
finding that it interfered with other and 
more imme<liate duties, he turned from 
his fascinating pursuit, and condemned 
to temporary oblivion a work, which, 

I trust, may yet be given to the public. 

“ I mention this, chiefly for the pur- 
pose of showing how steady was the 
purpose, how serious the views, with 
which he entered on his calling. I am 
aware that there were inducxjments to 
it which some minds will be disposed 
to regard as the only probable ones ; 
but 1 look upon it myself to have been 
with him a sacrifice of no common 
sort. His early celebrity had given him 
incalculable advantages, and every path 
of literature was open to him, every 
road to the temple of fame ; every ho- 
nour which bis country could afford, 
was in clear prospect before him, when 
he turned to the humble duties of a 
country church, and buried in his 
heart those talents wliicli would have 
ministered so largely to worldly vanity, 
that they might spring up in a more 
precious harvest. He passed many 
years in this situation, in the enjoy- 
ment of as much ha]>piness as the con- 
dition of humanity is perhaps capable 
of; happy in the choice of his companion, 
the love of his friends, the fond admi- 
ration of his family ; happy in the dis- 
charge of his quiet duties, and the tran- 
quillity of a satisfied conscience. It was 
not, however, from this station that ho 
was called to India. By the voice, I 
am proud to say it, of a part of that 
profession to which I have the honour 
to belong, he had been invited to an 
office which few have held for any 
length of time without further ad- 
vancement. H!s friends thought it at 
that time no presumption to hope that; 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, m6. ZChav. 2. 


96 

ere long be might vr^u tiio mitre at to sink when he tlionght of his native 
home* But it would not iiave been home, and felt that a {mnioii of his 
like him to chaffer for preferment ; he heart was in a dist^jglaind ; who liad 
freely and willingly accepted a call never been irritated minoyance, 
which led him to more important, ‘*or embittered by th^ m^appointment, 
though more dangerous, alas ! 1 may of India. 1 feel shame to say, that 1 
now say, to fatal labours. What he am not the man who could not answer 
was in India why should I describe ? the appeal. The Bishop was the only 
You saw him 1 you bear testimony 1 one whom 1 have ever known who wa» 
He has already receijved in a sister entirely master of these feelings. Dis<« 
presidency the encomiums of those appointments and annoyances came to 
from whom praise is most valuable ; him as they come to all, but he met 
especially of one whose own spotless and overcame them with a smile ; and 
integrity, and a sincerity far above sus- when he has known a different effect 
picion, make every word of commenda- produced on others, it was his usual 
tion which is drawn from him of ten- wish, that ‘ they vrere but as happy as 
fold value. 1 have reason to believe himself.* Connected with this alacrity 
that, short as their acquaintance had of spirit, and in some degree springing 
been, there were few whose praise out of it, was his activity. 1 appre- 
would have been more grateful to the bend that few persons, civil or military, 
subject of it. Would that he might have undergone as much labour, ti*a- 
have lived to heiw it ! WJiat sentiments vemed as much country, seen and re* 
were entertained of him in this metro- gulated so mucli as he had done, in the 
polls of India, your presence testifies; small portion oftirne which liad elapsed 
and I feel authorized to say, tliat if the since he entered on his office ; and if 
noble person who holds the highest death had not broken his career, bis 
station in this country had been unfet* friends know that he contemplated no 
tered by usage, if he had consulted only relaxation of exertions. But this wan 
his own inclinations and his regard for not a mere restless activity or result of 
the Bishop, he w’^ould have been the temperament. It was united with a 
foremost upon this occasion to inani- fervent zeal, not fiery nor ostentatious, 
fest his participation in the feelings but steady and composed, wliich none 
which are common to us all. Wlien could appreciate but those who inti- 
a stamp has been thus given to his mutely knew iiim. 1 was struck ray- 
character, it may seem only to be self, upon the renewal of our acquaint- 
disturbing the impression to renew, ance, by nothing so much as the ob- 
in any maimer, your view of it. Yet, servation, tliat though he talked with 
if you will grant me your patience animation on all subjects, there was 
for a few moments, I shall have a me* nothing on which Ids intellect was bent, 
lancholy pleasure in pointing out some no prospect on which his imagination 
features of it, which appear to me to dwelt, no thought which occupied ha- 
have been the most remarkable. The bitually his vacant moments, but the 
first which I would notice was that furtherance of that great design of 
eheerfttlness and alacrity of spirit, which he had been made the principal 
wh|cfa, though it may seem to be a instrument in this country. Of the 
quality, is, in some circum- same unobtrusive character was the 
atau^y of rare value. To this large piety which filled his heart. It is sel- 
I fear I might appeal in vain, dom that of so much there is so littU* 
if I ware to ask that he should step ostentation. All here knew his good- 
forwm'il who had never felt his spirit natured and unpretending manner ; but 
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1 liavo seen unequivocal testimonies, 
both before and since his death, that 
under that cheerful and gay aspect 
there were feelings of serious and un- 
remitting devotion, of ])erfect resigna- 
tion, of tender kindness for all man- 
kind, which would have done lionour 
to a saint. When to thc^sc qualities 
you add his desire to conciliatt;, which 
bad everywhere won all hearts ; his 
amiable (hmieanour, which invited a 
friendship that was confirmed by the 
innocence and purity of liis manners, 
which bore the most scrutinizing an<l 
severe examination, you will readily 
admit that there was in him a rare as- 
semblage of all that deserves esteem 
and admiration. 

“ But I will not leave the matter 
upon tliese grounds. What we do this 
day we do in the face of the world ; 
and I am loath to leave it open, even 
to the malignant heart, to suppose that 
we have met here on a solemn liut liol- 
ow pretence ; tliat we use idle or ex- 
aggerated words, or would stoop to 
flattery, even of the dead. The prin- 
cipal ground of all on whicli 1 hold 
the death of the Bishop to have been a 
public loss, was tlie happy fitness and 
adaptation of his character for the si- 
tuation and cii cumstances in which he 
was placed. There is no man, whether 
he he of the laity or a churchman, to 
whom I will yield in earnestness of de- 
sire to see Christianity propagated and 
predominant throughout the world ; 
hut it would be sinful, if it were pos- 
sible, to banish from our recollection 
the truths which the ex})erience of for- 
mer ages has left for the guidance of 
tlie present. It is an awful but an un- 
questionable fact, that a fuller know- 
ledge, a more perfect revelation of the 
will of God, has never been communi- 
cated rapidly to large masses of man- 
kind, without their being thrown into 
i'onfusion. To some it has seemed 
that religion is so important an element 
of social order, that no alteration can 
voj.. XIX , PAUT n. 


he made of its quality and proportion, 
without the whole mass dissolving, fer- 
menting, and assuming new forms ; 
that by some myst(iri<»us condition of 
the lot of humanity, all mighty bless- 
ings are attended by some givat evil ; 
that every stej) to heaven is even yet 
to he won by fresh sacrifices and atone- 
ments. There is another, and, 1 trust, 
a better inode of reasoning on these 
symptoms, of interpreting these terri- 
ble signs. I will not readily believe 
that religion has been one of tlie causes 
of tlisorder, but rather that the vices of 
man having ])re])ared the crisis, and 
called for the nwulsion and re* action 
of the preservative principles of society, 
religion has only thus manifested her- 
self in a more visible and tangible form, 
and come, as a ministering anged, to 
enable those who were struggling for 
the right to persevere and to prevail. 
The appalling fact, however, remains 
not the less indisputable, that it is in 
scenes of extensive disorder, amidst 
mortal strife and temble misery, that 
she has achieved her greatest triumphs, 
displayed her strongest powers, and 
made lier most rapid advances. Wlien 
Christianity first sjiread itself over the 
face of the Roman empire, all the 
powers of darkness seemed to be roused 
to an encounter. TJie storm blew from 
every point of the conijiass ; unheard- 
of races of men, and monsters of an- 
archy and misrule, more like the fan- 
tastic shapes of a dream than the reali- 
ties of human life, appeai'ed on the 
stage; and that period cnsueil which 
has been perhaps rightly considered 
as the most calamitous in the whole 
history of man. When that new world 
was discovered, which now presents 
such fair and animating prospects, re- 
ligion was imparted to the southern 
portion of it by carnage and by torture ; 
I say, that, in South America the 
ground was cleared by the torch and 
dug by the sword, and the first shoots 
of Christianity were moistened hv t 
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blood of unoffending millions. Again, 
when in Europe the church cast its old 
slough, and re-appeared in somewhat 
of its pristine simplicity, the whole 
Continent was convulsed by civil war 
for a century and a half. Witness in 
France those battles, and massacres, 
and assassinations, of the Huguenots 
and Catholics. In Germany, that clo- 
sing scene of thirty yeai's’ confusion, in 
which the grotesque and barbaric forms 
of Wallenstein and Tilly are seen strug- 
gling with the indomitable spirit of 
Mansfield, and the majestic genius of 
Gustavus Adolphus. Witness in Eng- 
land the downfall of her ancient throne, 
and the eclipse of royalty. Let me 
not be misunderstood : I hold, that 
there is no one who has rightly consi- 
dered these events, who must not, even 
whilst he mourns over them, admit 
that it is better the changes took place, 
even with their terrible accompani- 
ments, than that they should not have 
taken place at all. But while I avow 
this, I hope it is not presumptuous to 
breathe a fervent prayer, that India 
may receive the blessing without the 
misery ; not faint-heartedness, that I 
tremble at the possibility of all South- 
ern Asia being made a theatre of con- 
fusion ; not luke-warmness, that rathei 
than see Religion advance upon the 
rapid wings of strife, I would prefer to 
wait for her more tardy approach, pre- 
ceded by Commerce and the Arts, with 
Peace and Knowledge for her hand- 
maids, and with all the brightest forms 
of which human felicity is susceptible, 
crowding in her train : I confidently 
trust, that there shall one day be erect- 
ed in Asia a church, of which the cor- 
ners shall be corners of tlie land, and 
its foundation the Rock of Ages ; but 
when remote posterity have to examine 
its structure, and to trace the progress 
of its formation, I wish they may not 
have to record that it was put together 
amidst discord, and noise, and blood- 
shed, and confusion of tongues ; but 


that it rose in quietness and beauty, 
like that new temple where ‘ no ham- 
mer or axe, nor any tool of iron, was 
heard whilst it was building or, in 
the words of the Bishop himself — 

No hammer fell, no ponderous axes rung ; 

Like some tall palm themystic fabric sprung !’ 

“ That such may be the event, many 
hands, many spirits, like his must he 
engaged in the work ; and it is because 
*of my conviction that they are rarely to 
be found, that I feel justified in affirm- 
ing his death to have been a loss not 
only to his friends by whom he was 
loved, or to his family of whom he was 
the idol, but to England, to India and 
to the world.*’ 

Upon the close of this address, which 
produced a powerful impression on the 
meeting, the following resolutions were 
moved in succession by distinguished 
individuals present, and unanimously 
adopted : 

“ That upon the occasion of the death 
of the late Bishop of Calcutta, it is de- 
sirable to perpetuate, by some durable 
monument, the sense of public loss with 
which this community is impn»ssed ; 
and the feelings of respect and afi'ection 
with which the Bishop was regarded by 
all who knew him. 

“ That the most appropriate course 
appears to be, to cause a sepulchral 
monument of marble to he erected in 
the cathedral church of Calcutta ; and 
that subscriptions be received for this 
purpose. 

That a committee of management - 
should be appointed to superintend 
the receipt and application of subscrip- 
tions ; and that they be desired to com- 
municate with the brother of the late 
Bishop, Richai'd Heber, Esq. one of 
the representatives in Parliament for 
the University of Oxford, and to re- 
quest that he will superintend the exe- 
cution of the monument in England. 

That the following gentlemen shoukl 1 
form the committee of management 



Chap. 2.;] EMINENT CHARACTERS DECEASED. 99 


The Venerable Archdeacon Corrie, 
Mr Secretary Lushington, the Honour- 
able Colonel Finch, W. Prinsep, Esq., 
W. Money, Esq., Rev. Principal Mill, 
Rev. W, Eales, Rev. J. Young ; and 
tliat the Rev. Mr Robertson act as se- 
cretary. 

That the committee of management, 
if any surplus should remain after the 
erection of a suitable monument, should 
consider the propriety of applying it to 
the foundation of an additional scholar- 
ship in Bishop's College, to be named, 
* Pleber's Scholarship.’ 

“ That in addition to the objects already 
named the committee should be at li- 
berty, if the funds should be found suf- 
heient, to appropriate a portion of them 
to the purchase of a piece of plate, to 
be preserved in the family of the bro- 
ther of the Bishop, as an heir-loom for 
ever.” 

Proceedings at Bombay, 

Pursuant to public notice, a very nu- 
merous and respectable meeting of the 
Society of Bombay was assembled in 
St Thomas’s Church, on Saturday last, 
May 13, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the most appropriate mode of evin- 
ijing tlieir respect and esteem for the 
late, Right Reverend Reginald Heher, 
Lord Bishop of ('alcutta. 

The Honourable the Governor took 
the chair, and the meeting, having been 
addressed by his honour and other 
gentlemen, unanimously came to the 
following resolutions : 

“ That this meeting is penetrated 
with feelings of the deepest son-ow for 
the sudden and untimely death of the 
late Right Reverend Reginald Ileber, 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta ; and whilst 
they commemorate with the highest re- 
gard the goodness, the candour, and the 
charity which adorned his private cha- 
ra<'ter, they reflect with no less admi- 
ration on the lustre of his public life, 
distinguished as it has been by uncom- 
mon talents and extensive learning, and 


consecrated to the unwearied labours 
of his high and important station. 

“ That a subscription be entered into 
for the purpose of raising a fund to 
endow one or more Scholarships at 
Bishop’s College, Calcutta, for the be- 
nefit of this Presidency, to be called 
‘ Bishop Heber’s Bombay Scholar- 
ships.’ ” 

At a Meeting of the Inhabitants of 
Madras,held at the Government Gar- 
dens, on Wednesday, the 12th of 
April 1826 

The Hon. Sir Thomas Munro, Bart. 
K.C.B. in the Chair, the following re- 
solutions were unanimously adopted : 

“ That as the character of the late 
Bishop Hebei* was regarded with uni- 
versal love and veneration, and as bis 
life was of inestimable value, from the 
works of piety and benevolence which 
were in a great measure dependent up- 
on it, and which were prosecuted with 
ardour, and with the happiest effect, to 
the very hour of its termination, so his 
death has excited the deepest feeling of 
grief in this settlement, and is esteem- 
ed by the present meeting a calamity 
to the cause of religion and humanity. 

‘‘ That in order to perpetuate the 
sentiments entertained by this settle- 
ment towards the late beloved and re- 
vered Bishop, a monument he erected 
to his memory in St George’s church, 
and that the Rev. Thomas Robinson, 
the domestic chaplain and esteemed 
friend of the Bishop, be requested to 
prepare the inscription. 

“ That a subscription be opened for 
the purpose of carrying the last resolu- 
tion (that proposed by Sir G. Walker) 
into effect, and that any surplus fund 
be appropriated in the manner best cal- 
culated to do honour to Bishop Heber’s 
memory. 

‘‘ That a Committee of Management 
ho appointed, consisting of the follow- 
ing persons : 
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Sir Ralph Palmer. Captain Kelghly. 

The Hon. Mr Qrasme. Rev. R. A. Denton, 
sir R. Corny II. Captain Sim. 

sir O, Rickets. P. Cator» K»q, 

The Venerable Arch- Seth Sam, Ksq. 

deacon Vaughan. W. Scott, Ksq. 

Lt. Col. II. G. A. Tay- Meut. Col. Stewart. 

lor. The Rev. W. Roy. 

1>. Hill, Esq. The Rev. R. W. Moor- 

Ideut. Col. Agnew. soin. 

R. Clive, Esq. J. Gwatkin, Esq. 

and that the Rev. W. Roy and the 
Rev. R. W. Moorsom he requested to 
officiate as Secretaries, and Mr Gwat- 
kin as Treasurer.” 

The folloAving tribute from an Ar- 
menian to the late Bishop appears in 
the Harkam of April 17 : 

“ On Friday last, when the melan- 
choly intelligence was made known 
among the members of the limited Ar- 
menian community of Calcutta, wdio 
have been treated by bis Lordship with 
the gi*eatest kindness and consideration, 
they were not only seized with poig- 
nant grief at the premature death of 
such an excellent character, but con- 
sidered it a national misfortune to lose, 
in Bishop Heber, a sincere friend to 
the Haican race, and to the church of 
Armenia. Accordingly, yesterday be- 
ing the sixth Sunday of Lent, conform- 
ably to the code of that ancient Chris- 
tian church, high mass and office were 
performed by Ter Joseph Stephen, 
late Vicar of the Armenian church in 
Calcutta, for the rest of the de- 
parted soul of the departed Bishop. 
The congregation were more numerous 
than usual, and their countenances 
plainly expressed their grief for the 
loss of one so beloved, and who had their 
interest so much at heart. WJiile the 
awful knells, corresponding to the age 
of his Lordship, fell mournfully on 
their ears, many of them were evidently 
overpowered by the solemnity of the 
scene, and regret for the loss Christian- 
ity has sustained. Indeed the whole of 
the community were assembled on this 
melancholy occasion, to pay a tribute of 
their gratitude to departed merit, and 
to offer their prayers to God for the 


spiritual rest of him who was so unre- 
mittingly engaged in the cause of the 
Bible> and in promulgating its most 
pure and salutary doctrines.” 

The subscriptions to Bishop Heher’s 
monument amounted, on the 18th of 
May, to 22,960 nipees ; the Rajah of 
Tanjore subscribed 1000. 

The Right Hon. Robert Gifford, 
Baron Gifford, of St Leo- 
nard’s, IN THE County of De- 
von; Master OF THE Rolls; 
Deputy Speaker of the House 
of Lords; and Recorder of 
Bristol. 

Lord Gifford was bom at Exeter, 
on the 24th of February 1779. The 
natural disposition of mankind to ex- 
aggerate the marvellous, has prohalily 
been the cause of several statements 
wdiich have appeared of the very bum- 
ble condition of bis family. It was, 
however, perfectly respectable. Lord 
Gifford’s father was an extensive deal- 
er in hops, grocery, and drapery ; ami 
his uncle was a physician, resident in 
Exeter. The father of Lord (iifford 
was twice married, and had by his se- 
cond mairiage four children, of whom 
Lord Gifford was the youngest. 

Robert received his education at a 
school at Alphington, near Exeter, kept 
by Dr Halloran, a man remarkable for 
his talents, and for his misapplication 
of them. From early youth, Robert 
Gifford, who was distinguished by the 
quickness of his apprehension, evinced 
a great inclination for the profession of 
the law, and was desirous to go to the 
bar ; but his father did not think that, 
consistently with his duty to the other 
members of his family, he should be 
justified in incurring the expense of 
educating his youngest son for that 
branch of the profession ; and accord* 
ingly, when Robert had attained tin 
age of sixteen, h(* was articled by hi^ 
father to Mr Jones, a very rc'spectahlc 
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attorney of Exeter, in whose office he 
remained the usual period. Mr (jif- 
I'ord hecame a great favourite with Mr 
Jones, and towards the latter part of 
his clerkship, in consequence of Mr 
Joneses ill health, the chief manage- 
ment of the business <levolved upon 
him. While in this situation, the supe- 
riority of his talents, and the perspicui- 
ty of his judgment, <lid not escape the 
observation of many intelligent men ; 
and various instances of the quickness 
of Ills ])enetration in unravelling legal* 
tlifficulties, are remembered by his early 
acquaintance. One day the late Mr 
Baring, Member of Parliament for the 
city of Exeter, having some business of 
importance which required legal ad- 
vice, call(‘d to consult Mr Jones on the 
subject. That gentleman, though well 
skilled in his profession, being some- 
what ]»erplexed by the difficulties of 
the case, turned to his clerk, and ask- 
ed his opinion, which Mr (jifford gave 
with equal readiness, perspicuity, and 
modesty. Mr Baring was perfectly sa- 
tisfied ; and on leaving the house said 
to a friend whom he met, that he had 
just been talking with a young man, 
who, if he lived, would certainly be one 
day Lord Chancellor. 

It is ju*obable that Mr Gifford had 
been induced to entertain expectations 
of being taken into partnership by Mr 
Jones, at the expiration of the term of 
his articles ; an<l it is also probable that 
the arrival of Mr Jones’s nephew from 
London, to assume the management of 
his uncle’s office, might have occasion- 
ed him some disappointment. 

It is certain, however, that when Mr 
Gifford found himself his own master, 
his original inclination towards the bar 
revived with double force. Under the 
will of his father, who died during the 
second year of his clerkship, he had be- 
come entitled to some property ; but it 
Was scarcely adequate to meet those 
h(iavy and unavoidable expenses which 
must be contemplated by every young 


man who determines upon making the 
bar his profession. Between him and 
his brothers, however, there had always 
been the strongest attachment, and they 
most liberally declared, that he should 
not want any assistance which they 
could furnish, in the pursuit of his fa- 
vourite object. Thus assured, Mr Gif- 
ford entered himself as a student at the 
Middle Temple, in 1800. 

On his first coming to London, Mr 
Giftbrd was two years as a pupil with 
Mr Robert Bayly, who was then prac- 
tising as a special pleader, and who is 
at present one of the barristers belong- 
ing to the western circuit ; and in 1803, 
he began to practise as a special plead- 
er himself, his chambers being in Essex 
Court, in the Temple. Although un- 
aided by any powerful connexion, yet 
his knowledge and his unremitting at- 
tention gradually brought him into ex- 
tensive practice. 

On the 12th of February 1808, Mr 
Gifford was called to the hai*, where 
his abilities, and the assiduity with 
which he devoted himself to the acqui- 
sition of legal learning, soon attracted 
much notice. He joined the western 
circuit, and the Exeter and Devon ses- 
sions, where he almost immediately got 
into considerable business ; and both on 
the circuit and in London he was stea- 
<lily making progress towards distinc- 
tion, when one of those fortunate cir- 
cumstances which sometimes occur, 
brought his talents into full play, and 
drew upon him the attention of the 
public. He was retained to argue the 
case of Mogg versus Mogg, in the 
Court of King’s Bench, involving a 
number of important and difficult points 
connected with the law of real proper- 
ty, with which he was peculiarly fami- 
liar ; and on the argument he exhibited 
so profound a knowledge, and so much 
readiness in the application of it, that 
lie attracted the attention of the late 
Lord Ellenborougb, then Chief-Justice 
of the Court of King’s Bench, wlio in- 
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vited him to his house, and to whose 
strong recommendation, added to that 
of the late learned and venerable Sir 
James Mansfield, Chief- Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, he was prin- 
cipally indebted for his early and sud- 
den advancement. 

Soon after this event, another case 
occun-ed in which he added to the re- 
putation he had already acquired, and 
proved that his talents for dealing with 
numerous and complicated facts, were 
at least equal to his accurate knowledge 
of law. A commission of lunacy having 
been issued against a gentleman of the 
name of Baker, at the instance of his 
brother and sister, Mr Gifford was re- 
tained for the latter ; and during an in- 
vestigation which lasted nine days at 
the Castle at Exeter, and in which he 
had to contend with the late Mr Daun- 
cy, one of the ablest advocates of his 
day, and Mr Abbott, the present Lord 
Chief- Justice of the Court of Kings 
Bench, (who were brought down spe- 
cially on that occasion,) Mr Gifford ex- 
hibited powers, both of argument and 
of oratory, of the highest order, and 
which are still fresh in the recollection 
of every one who was present on the 
occasion. 

On the 9th of May 1817, he was ap- 
pointed Solicitor-General. On the 16th 
of the same month be was elected one 
of the Masters of the Bench, by the 
Society of the Middle Temple, and 
shortly after took his seat in Parlia- 
ment, for the borough of Eye, in Suf- 
folk. After this, he left the Court of 
King's Bench, in order to practise in 
Chanceiy, which he continued to do 
till his elevation to the Bench in 1824. 
During this period he became the prin- 
cipal leader in the appeals to the House 
of Lords, and acquired that intimate 
knowledge of Scotch law, which he af- 
terwards employed in so useful a man- 
ner for the country, in his capacity of 
Deputy Speaker of the House of Lords. 
On the resignation of Sir Vicaiy 


Gibbs, Mr Gifford was chosen by the 
Corporation of Bristol to be their Re- 
corder, an office which has never been 
held but by persons of the highest de- 
gree of legal merit. The duties of this 
station Mr Gifford discharged highly to 
the satisfaction of the Coi*poratioi: ; and 
he was requested by them to sit to Sir 
Thomas Lawrence for a whole-length 
portrait, to be placed in the Town-hall 
of the city of Bristol. 

• While Sir Robert Gifford was Soli- 
citor-General, he distinguished himself 
on the ti-ial of Dr Watson, in June 
1817, and also at the trials under the 
Special Commission at Derby, in Oc- 
tober of the same year. 

In July 1819, on Sir Samuel Shep- 
herd’s being appointed Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer in Scotland, Sir Robert 
Gifford succeeded him as Attorney- 
General. In this important office, the 
due execution of the duties of which 
requires a happy union of firmness and 
rudence. Sir Robert Gifford deported 
imself in such a manner as to give ge- 
neral satisfaction. He was so cautious 
to avoid prosecuting, except in cases in 
which he felt confident that conviction 
must he the result, that, we believe, 
not a single instance occuiTed of any 
failure on tlie part of the Crown du- 
ring his continuance in office. 

In the latter end of April 1820, Sir 
Robert Gifford prosecuted to convic- 
tion the conspirators in the “ Cato 
Street plot.” But th(* most, important 
cause in which Sir Robc'rt (iifford was 
engaged as Attoniey- General, was one 
of a very trying nature ; and the more 
so, as it was wholly without precedent. 
It was the prosecution by a hill of pains 
and penalties of Queen Caroline. The 
opinions taken upon the subject varied 
in the extreme ; and though a few were 
for a prosecution, others recommended 
silence and a compromise. There can 
be little doubt that the Attorney-Gene- 
ral was on the temperate side; biit^ 
while dclibemting, the demise of the 
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venerated monarch took place ; and 
«oon after, the country was alarmed by 
the report that the Queen Consort was 
on her way to England, Decisive mea- 
sures were then considered necessary, 
A bill of pains and penalties was intro- 
iluctid into the House of Lords, and 
to the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
Sir Robert Gifford, and Sir John Cop- 
ley, its prosecution was intrusted. In 
the performance of this important and 
awful duty, Sir Robert Gifford betray- 
ed no asperity, nor evinced any eager- 
ness to criminate the royal personage. 
Tliroughout the whole of the proceed- 
ings, he adhered strictly to the pledge 
which he gave in opening the case. — 
‘‘ My Lonls,** said he, “ upon the na- 
ture of tliis charge, or upon the import- 
ance of this investigation, it is quite un- 
necessary for me to enlarge. Your 
Lordships, and every individual in the 
country, are fully capable of estimating 
these topics in their proper light. The 
only consolation which 1 derive under 
the discharge of the duty which I have 
now to fulfil is, that it calls not upon 
me to address myself to your Lordships’ 
passions or feelings ; and that I shall 
best discharge it, according to your 
Lor<lsliips’ command, by abstaining 
from any observation which might tend 
to aggravate the charge made against so 
illustrious a person.” 

If, as has been said by some, Sir Ro- 
bert Gifford was not quite so effective 
in his opening statement on this inte- 
resting occasion as it was thought he 
would be, the fact Avill be easily ac- 
counted for, when the great difficulties 
with which he bad to contend, and the 
extraordinary and disgusting nature of 
the details into which he had to enter, 
are considered. But whatever defi- 
ciencies may be supposed to have exist- 
ed in his opening statement, they were 
am[)ly atoned for in that winch consti- 
tuted the more important part of his 
duty — his reply, which far surpassed 
tlie expectations of all who heard him. 


It occupied in its delivery the greater 
part of two days, namely, the 27th and 
the 28th of October 1820 ; and was re- 
plete with convincing argument, and 
felicitous expression. 

Although Sir Robert Gifford was 
not a very frequent, nor a very distin- 
guished speaker in the House of Com- 
mons, (a circumstance in a great degree 
attributable to that diffidence which too 
often accompanies great qualities, and 
prevents their possessor from fully avail- 
ing himself of his own intellectual pow- 
ers,) he was by no means an idle or in- 
attentive listener to the various discus- 
sions which took place in that assem- 
bly. During the time that he sat there, 
he took an active part in most of those 
debates which had reference to topics 
connected with his professional habits, 
and official duties. 

The year 1824 was a year rich in 
honours to Sir Robert Gifford. On tlic 
resignation of Sir Robert Dallas, he 
was, on the 8th of January, appointed 
to the office of Chief-Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas. He also re- 
ceived from the University of Cam- 
bridge the compliment of an honorary 
degree of M.A. There being at this 
time a great arrear of business in the 
appellate jurisdiction of the House of 
Lords, it was determined by the Cabi- 
net that Sir Robert Gifford, whose ac- 
quaintance with the laws of Scotland 
was well known, should, in addition to 
tlie office of Cliief- Justice of the Court 
of Common Pleas, be appointed Depu- 
ty Speaker of the House of Lords, and 
assist the Lord Chancellor in hearing 
and determining the appeals from Scot- 
land. Accordingly, he was created a 
Peer, by the title of Baron Giffonl, of 
St Leonard’s, in the county of Dtivon, 
his patent being dated January 28, 1824, 
with a limitation of the honours to Jiis 
issue male. The arrangement which 
took place upon this occasion was as 
follows : The Lord Chancelloi* attend- 
ed the House of Lords on Monday- 
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and Thursdays, to Iiear writs of eiTor, 
and English and Irish ap]>ea1s ; and 
Lord Gifford presided on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, for the de- 
termination of appeals from Scotland. 
During that and the two succeeding 
sessions of Parliament, he devoted him- 
self gratuitously to the assiduous dis- 
charge of his new and important duties. 
So satisfactory were Ins decisions con- 
sidered in Scotland, that, when he vi- 
sited that country in the autumn of 
1825, he was received with the most 
marked respect by the Judges of the 
Court of Session, and by all other ])er- 
sons of lepl eminence. The Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh conferred on him the 
honorary degi’ee of LL.D., and he was 
unanimously complimented with the 
freedom of the city. 

Sir Thomas Plumer, the Master of 
the Rolls, dying on the 25th of March 
1824, Lord Gifford, on the 5th of 
April following, was made Master of 
the Rolls. This caused a great increase 
of labour to him ; for it became a part 
of his duty to dispose of the numerous 
appeals brought under the considera- 
tion of the IVivy Council. These va- 
rious duties, both in the House of 
Lords and in the Privy Council, (in 
addition to his ordinary duties as Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, ^ were performed by 
Lord Gifford entirely gratuitously. 

But all this was done at the expense 
of health and strength. During almost 
the whole period of this laborious exer- 
tion, those who were nearly and inti- 
mately connected with him, experien- 
ced the utmost anxiety on his account. 
At the very moment of a most wanton 
and bitter attack, in which it was sta- 
ted in Parliament that the Rolls was 
all but a sinecure, the Master of the 
Rolls was attended by medical men, 
whose deliberate and expressed opi- 
nion was, that over-fatigue was under- 
mining Ins constitution. Much pain 
unquestionably he did feel at that unjust 
attack; but the only answer he ever gave 


it was the continuance of his efforts and 
the sacrifice of his life. 

Utterly worn down and exhausted 
by his anxious and unremitting exer- 
tions, Lord (Rfford, accompanied by 
bis family, left London on the 23d of 
August 1826, for a liouse which be had 
taken on the Marine Parade at Dover. 
He was at that time suffering under a 
severe bilious attack. On Saturday the 
2d of September, symptoms of inflam- 
ipation of the bowels appeared ; on the 
next day he became much worse ; and, 
notwithstanding every effort that could 
possibly be made by his medical at- 
tendants, Dr Macarthur and Mr San- 
key, at a little after six o’clock on the 
morning of Monday the 4th of Septem- 
ber, this valuable man breathed his last, 
to the inconsolable grief of his friends, 
and the sincere regret of the public at 
large. 

In person, Lord Gifford was well- 
proportioned, and of about the middle 
stature ; his carriage was easy, his as- 
pect mild, without any admixture of 
weakness ; his eye was quick and in- 
telligent ; his general inannc^r and ad- 
dress calm, frank, and engaging. With 
a liberality, especially honourable in a 
political opponent, the Morning Chro- 
nicle, a day or two after Lord Gifford’s 
death, published the following just and 
admirable character of him : — 

“ Few men will b(j more deeply de- 
plored by their family, or more ter»der- 
iy remembered by their friends. His 
own affectionate nature secured for him 
the wai’in regard of those who were 
near enough to see into his character. 
His mind, unstained by vice, had no 
need of concealment, and was at liberty 
to indulge its native frankness. He was 
unassuming, unjiffected, mild, friendly, 
indulgent, and, in intimate, society, 
gently playful. His attachments were 
constant, his resentment (for he had no 
enmity) was liard to provoke, and easi- 
ly subsided. In his last moments he 
was sustained l>y the domestic affection 
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and religious hope which had cheered 
his life. 

“ His natural simplicity and modesty 
were unspoiled by rapid elevation and 
splendid prospects of ambition ; and if 
these retiring virtues could, without lo- 
sing their nature, be generally known, 
th(*y must have softened many of those 
ungentle feelings which such an ele- 
vation is apt to excite. 

‘‘ It may with truth be said of him, 
that he rose by ‘ fair means,’ and in a 
higli station bore his faculties met^lily. 
By the very diligent application of an 
uncommonly quick, clear, and distin- 
guishing mind, he became so learned 
in his profession, that the late Lord 
("hief- Justice Gibbs (himself one of the 
greatest lawyers of his age) assured the 
present writer, that, since the death of 
Dunning, he had known no man equal 
as a general lawyer to Gifford. He 
Imd the gift of conveying the subtle dis- 
tinctions and abstruse learning of the 
law with a very rare union of perspi- 
cuity and brevity. He was soon dis- 
tinguished on the Western Circuit, 
where the friendship of two such admi- 
rable persons as Horner and Lens was 
an earnest of the esteem of wise and 
good men. He was sought out by Mi- 
nisters, to all of whom be was person- 
ally unknown, to fill the office of Soli- 
citor-General. Sir Samuel KomilJy, a 
severe but most upright judge, in the 
House of Commons declaied his satis- 
faction that the appointment had been 
made on the fair principle of profes- 
sional merit. 

“ It was his lot to hold office in a 
stormy season ; hut all who knew him 
will ht^ar a testimony, now unsuspect- 
ed, that the performance of rigorous 
duties was uncongenial to his nature. 
The most rernai'kahle display of his ta- 
lents was made on a splendid theatre, 
hut on an occasion so painful, that to 
revive the remembrance of it more dis- 
tinctly, would not he in unison with 
his amiable temper. 


“ He was appointed, with universal 
approbation, Lord Chief-Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, with a title of 
honour which seemed to be the pledge 
of higher advancement. 

“ When the immense accumulation 
of Scotch appeals was thought to re- 
quire some alteration in the appellate 
jni-isdiction, Lord Gifford was chosen, 
for his unequalled knowledge of Scotch 
law, to carry the new measure into ef- 
fect, and for that purpose was appoint- 
ed to the newly-created office of De- 
puty Speaker of the House of Lords. 
Various opinions existed about the ne- 
cessity of the office, hut there was no 
diversity of opinion about the fitness of 
the man, and it was universally owned 
that he was selected for his fitness. 

“ The Journals of Parliament will 
attest the speed with which he remo- 
ved the mass of undecided appeals ; and 
the unanimous applause of Scotch law- 
yers is the best evidence of the wis- 
dom, learning, and justice with which 
he accomplished that arduous task. 

“ Among the numerous body who 
have risen from the middle classes to 
the highest stations of the law, it will 
he hard to name any individual who 
owed his preferment more certainly to 
a belief of his merit than Lord Gifford, 
or who possessed more of those virtues 
wliich are most fitted to disarm the 
jealousy naturally attendant on great 
and sudden advancement.” 

Lord Gifford inamed, April 6, 1816, 
Harriet-Maria, one of the daughters of 
the Rev. Edward Drewe, of Broad 
Hemhury, near Honiton, in the county 
of Devon, the descendant of a highly 
respectable family, (long resident at 
their seat called Grange, in that parish,^ 
which has repeatedly furnished Hign 
Sheriffs for the county. By this mar- 
riage he had issue, while living, three 
sons, Kohert-Francis, (his successor,) 
born March 19, 1817, John, and Ed- 
ward- Scott; and three daughters. Char- 
iot! e-Dorothy, Harriet- Jane, and Ca- 
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roline ; and Lady Gifford gave Iiirth to 
another son, on the 4th of November, 
about nine weeks after Lord Gifford’s 
death. 

The very Rev. William Shipley, 
D.D. Dean or Sx Asaph. 

Williani Davies Shipley, the son of 
Jonathan, afterwards Lord Bisiiop of 
St Asaph, and Anna-Maria Mordaunt, 
a niece of the Earl of Peterborough, 
was boni at Midgham, in Berkshire, 
on Saturday the 5th of October 1745, 
O. S. At an early age he was sent to 
Westminster School, but upon the ap- 
pointment of his father, in 1760, to the 
Deanery of Winchester, he was remo- 
ved to the College there, from whence 
he went to Oxford in 1763, and was 
admitted student of Christ Church, of 
which society his father had been a Ca- 
non some few years before. Here he 
took the degree of M.A. in 1770, and 
soon afterwanls (viz. in 1771 ) was col- 
lated by his father, then Bishop of St 
Asaph, to the Vicarage of Wrexham, 
Denbighshire, when he left the Univer- 
sity, and from that time resided in 
Wales. U])on the death of Dr Her- 
ring, in 1774, he succeeded to the 
Deanery of St Asaph, and likewise to 
the office of Chancellor of that diocese. 

In 1777, he married Penelope, the 
eldest daughter and co-heiress of Ellis 
Yonge, of Brynyorken, Esq. and Pene- 
lope his wife, daughter of ColoiielJames 
Russell Stapleton, of the Guards, and 
of Grey’s Court, Oxfordshire. 

From his father, the Dean inherited 
a sincere attachment to our excellent 
constitution in cliurch and state, and to 
those liberal principles which produced 
the Revolution, and establislied the 
House of Brunswick on the throne of 
these kingdoms. It was tlie defence of 
these principles that engaged him in a 
contest, which, at the time, drew the 
general attentioii of the public, and will 
ever be regarded as a proof of his man- 


ly and disinterested character, for the 
principles which he maintained were 
then no longer fashionable. 

With this contest is connected the 
illustrious name of Sir William Jones, 
who not long afterwards (viz in 1783) 
became the Dean s brother-in-law, by 
his maniage with Anna-Maria, eldest 
daughter of the Bishop of St Asaph. 
About the close of the American war, 
that steady friend to liberty had writ- 
ten and published a little piece on the 
subject of government, entitled, “ A 
Dialogue between a Gentleman and a 
Farmer.” Of this piece, he was the 
known and acknowledged author. The 
Dean of St Asaph republished it in 
Wales, upon which he was indicted for 
a libel by a political adversary ; hut 
the ostensible prosecutor was William 
Jones, the present Marshal of the King’s 
Bench Prison, at that time a Welsh at- 
torney. The prosecution was long and 
vexatious ; for the prosecutor, after 
twice bringing the cause for trial in a 
Welsh court, suddenly moved it by rer- 
tiorari to Shrewsbury. When it came 
there to a hearing before Mr Justice 
Buller, the jury were inclined to nega- 
tive the charge of libel, and refused to 
give a general verdict against the Dean. 
Jn this celebrated trial, the real ques- 
tion was, whether or not the matter 
was libellous ; and the singb* point in 
debate, whether or not the jury were 
to decide upon it. For the prosecution 
it was contended, that they were not ; 
and the judge, in summing up, inculca- 
ted the same doctrine, which indeed at 
that period was generally cuixent in the 
courts. The jury, however, gave a ver- 
dict, by which they found the publish- 
ing onlt/y evidently meaning that they 
found nothing libellous in tlie matter : 
but this verdict not satisfying tli(‘ judge, 
it was altered, by the suggestion of tlie 
prosecutor’s counsel, (Mr Bearcroft) 
and given, according to liis dictation, 
in these words, guilty of puhlis/Un(jy 
hut wliethcr a libel or nOy we do not 
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find. The case was tlien brought up 
for judgment into the King’s Bench, 
when that Court liad the sagacity to 
discover a flaw in some part of the pro- 
ceedings, and thereupon quashed the 
whole. 

Such was the termination of that 
long-protracted case ; but it led to an 
alteration which was made some years 
afterwards in the law of libel, or rather 
in the practice of the courts. We al- 
lude to tlie statute, by which, in cases 
of libel, the jury are authorized to* de- 
cide upon the law as well as the fact. 
The statute did not pass without great 
repugnance on the part of the lawyers : 
the two chiefs of the profession, viz. the 
Lords Thurlovv and Kenyon, thought 
fit to enter their protest against it. 

Another remarkable circumstance 
tliat attended the case was this : while 
the Dean was under prosecution for a 
publication of the pretended libel, the 
author was appointed a Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Cal- 
cutta. Sir William Jones, who was too 
intrepid and open an assertor of the 
rights of Englishmen to wish for any 
concealment, wrote a letter to Lord 
Kenyon, at that time Chief Justice of 
Chester, while the indictment was ly- 
ing in his Court, avowing himself to be 
the author of the piece in question, and 
maintaining that every position in it was 
strictly conformable to the laws and 
constitution of England. 

Throughout the whole of this trans- 
action, tiie Dean’s conduct was irre- 
proachable. He knew the principles of 
the Dialogue to be sound, and those he 
resolutely maintained, but without any 
mixture of personal animosity, much 
less with any criminal design. From 
his father lie had learned to ‘‘ pay due 
reverence to the constitution he had 
learned, that << it was his duty to study 
its principles, and consider its structure, 
that he might be qualified to defend, to 
preserve, and to improve it.” hVom the 
same source he bad leained, that ‘‘ in 


whatever hands power is lodged under 
any government, there always goes with 
it an obligation to use it to those pur-* 
poses of public good, for which it ap- 
pears to have been given that “ this 
is the only good tenure by which all 
authority is held.” These were the 
principles in which the Dean was edu- 
cated, and throughout the course of his 
long life he found no reason to change 
them. 

This adherence to his principles ap- 
peared in the preface which he wrote 
when he gave an edition of his father’s 
works in 1792. He there asserts, 

“ that the teachers of a religion whose 
principle is to do good to all men, can- 
not, without deserting their office, for- 
bear to teach the duties of princes and 
magistrates, and to show the guilt and 
ruin arising from the violation of those 
duties ; that, on such occasions, it be- 
comes necessary to raise our concep- 
tions above the common business of 
private life, and venture to apply the’ 
simple precepts of our Saviour to the 
greatest and most important operations 
of government ; that in the plainness of 
those precepts there is a depth of wis- 
dom sufficient to direct the highest ac- 
tions of men ; that the sublimity of the 
Christian morals consists in the useful- 
ness, the extent, the universality of the 
principles ; that they give laws, not 
only to the vulgar, but to statesmen, 
princes, and lawgivers themselves.” 
And farther, “ that the ministers of re- 
ligion should consider themselves as the 
teachers of whatever is good and useful 
to mankind; or, in other words, as 
teachers of the gospel.” Let the 
clergy,” says he, “ like the rest of their 
fellow-subjects, pay all due submission 
to the powers that are set over us for 
our good ; tribute to whom tribute, ho- 
nour to whom honour is due ; hut let 
them teach the greatest their duty ; 
that they are not only servants of our 
common Master, but by the vi*ry t<?niire 
of their office, servants of the people.” 
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And as the Dean of St Asaph en- 
joyed this domestic example for his 
conduct in general, so especially had he 
the same excellent pattern for the sub- 
stance and manner of his preaching. 
The Sermons of his father are distin- 
guished by such doctrines as the fol- 
lowing : that to establish among men 
the practice of moral goodness and 
righteousness is the gi'eat end of true 
religion that matters of positive in- 
stitution me subordinate, and useful 
only as they promote the practice of 
real godliness, virtue, and charity that 
‘‘ we do not think justly of our holy 
religion, unless we remember that it is 
the most extensive and universal of all 
religious dispensations;” that “ it is not 
only revealed, but adapted to every 
country and every climate, to all the 
different races of men, and to all the 
infinite forms of society and govern- 
ment in which they can be placed 
that ‘‘ by mixing intimately with the 
springs and principles of action, it as- 
sumes a right to conduct and govern 
every scene of human life, and forms 
(as the exigencies of the ivorld require) 
not only saints and martyrs, but princes 
and statesmen.'’ These doctrines were 
conveyed in an unaffected style, which, 
for purity and elegance, has not any 
superior in our language. Such was 
the rational and liberal course of 
preaching which the Dean had for his 
example, and which he respectfully and 
uniformly followed. 

Dr Shipley died at Boddryddan, on 
the 7th of June 1820. By his marriage he 
had five sons and tliree daughters. Of 
the sons only Charles, the youngest, 
survives him ; he is Rector of May- 
pooder, in Dorsetsliire. The third. 
Captain Conway Shipley, of the Royal 
Navy, fell, in the course of the late 
war, in an action neai' Lisbon ; a mo- 
nument was erected to his memory on 
the banks of the Tagus by the officem 
of Sir Charles Cotton s fleet. William, 


the eldest, married Charlotte, daughter 
of the late Sir W. W. Wynn, Bart, by 
whom he left a son and a daughter. 
The Dean s daughters are, Penelope, 
the wife of Dr Pelham Warren, M.D. ; 

Anna Maria, widow of Dartwood, 

Esq. and Amelia, widow of the Bight 
Rev. Reginald (Heher), late Lord Bi- 
shop of Calcutta. 

The Hon. C. II. Hutchinson. 

0*n the 26th August at Benlomond 
House, Downsliire Hill, Ham])stead, 
the Hon. Christopher Hely Hutchin- 
son, after a lingering illness, aged 59, 
Mr Hutchinson was the fifth son of the 
Right Hon. John Hely Hutchinson, ])y 
his wife Christiana, Baroness of Do- 
lioughmore. His father was, perhaps, 
the most gifted, certainly one of the 
most rennirkahle, men of his day in 
Ireland. Unlike the generality of his 
countrymen, though he had inherited a 
good paternal property, and by his mar- 
riage became possessed of an estate of 
six thousand a-year, he followed, with 
the utmost zeal, liis profession of the 
law, which was in those times the pur- 
suit offering the greatest facilities for 
the display of talent and the acquire, 
ment of distinction. To Mr Hutchin- 
son it was at once lucrative and honour- 
able*, by enabling him to realize four- 
score thousand pounds at the bar, and 
to fill the office of Prime Sergeant ; 
subsequently to wliicl), he was, at the 
same time, Provost of the University 
of Dublin, Pi ivy Seal, and Secretary of 
State for Ireland. His sou Christopher 
had, consequently, from his early youth 
all the advantages that are derived from 
rank, fortune, and high consideration. 
His mother was an immediate descend- 
ant of Colonel Hutchinson, Governor 
of Nottingham castle, and seemed to 
have inherited much of his talents, 
firmness, and piety. It was no doubt 
owing to her example, and to the in- 
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fluence of a happy home, that her son 
fii-st received the impression that re- 
mained indelible, that liappiness was 
only to he found in the domestic cir- 
cle. His education was conducted on 
the most liberal principles, combining 
the advantages of private and public 
tuition. He gained various academic 
honours in the University of Dublin, 
where he took a degree, and was much 
distinguished in the historical and de- 
bating society, so deservedly esteemed 
at that time, but since unfortunately 
dissolved. During the vacations of the 
college he was sent, with two of his 
brothers, to travel on the Continent, 
with their tutor, Mr Adair, a gentle- 
man of <'onRiderable learning and abi- 
lity. Mr Hutchinson bad always the 
greatest desire to enter the army, which 
indeed, subsequently, proved to have 
been his natural vocation ; but he was 
unfortunately not permitted to choose 
liis own line, but sent to the Temple 
to study the law — a profession the least 
suited to his character. He was, how- 
ever, called to the bar in 1792, and at 
the close of the same year, married the 
young and beautiful daughter of Sir 
James Bond. In January 1795, Mr 
Hutchinson came into Parliament for 
the borough of Taghinon, vacant by the 
death of tis father. This entrance into 
public life was during the memorable 
]^eriod to Ireland of Lord Fitzwilliam s 
administration. The appointment of 
this nobleman was by no one hailed 
with higher hopes for the welfare of his 
country than by Mr Hutchinson, who 
warmly supported measures dictated 
by the most enlightened policy, and 
was one of those who deeply deplored 
that distinguished viceroy's recall, and 
anticipated its fatal consequences. He 
of course entered into the most deci- 
ded opposition to the government under 
Lord Camden — sanguinary and relent- 
less, worthy only of the dark ages, un- 
paralleled in modern history. In the 
memorable debate on the Catholic ques- 
tion, in the summer of 1795, Mr Hut- 


chinson made a most impressive speech; 
and immediately after, as his eldest bro- 
ther, the late Lord Donoughmore, sup- 
ported the government on other ques- 
tions, and was displeased at tlie inde- 
pendent line Mr Hutchinson had adopt- 
ed, he vacated his seat. 

The spring of the following year 
plunged him in the deepest affliction 
by the loss of his wife, who died of a 
consumption, leaving him an only son, 
the present candidate for the represent- 
ation of Cork. A prey to immoderate 
grief, and mortified by the political 
state of his country, Mr Hutchinson 
retired wholly from public life, gave up 
his profession, and lived with his infant 
sou in tVie gi*eatest privacy at the Black 
Rock, near Dublin. From this state of 
inaction he was roused by the breaking 
out of the Rebellion in 1798, when it 
became incumbent on every gentleman 
to espouse one side or tlje other. Per- 
haps Mr Hutchinson thought, with 
Mr Fox, that after the conduct that 
had been adopted, rebellion to an Irish- 
man must be a question, not of right 
but expediency, and considered the go- 
vernment as the real instigators of that 
rebellion, and even sympathised with 
and honoured the feelings of some of 
the leaders. But sufficient proof had 
transpired of the sanguinary intentions 
of others among them to shock every 
humane mind. Besides, Mr Hutchin- 
son, though an enemy to oppression, 
was a friend to order, and attached to 
the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion; only insisting that its blessings 
should be extended to his countrymen. 
But when, in this instance, they took 
up arms on what appeared to him in- 
sufficient grounds, he thought that they 
should not be treated with, but put 
down, and afterwards every efibrt made 
to redress their grievances. Accord- 
ingly he enrolled himself in the law- 
yers’ corps, one of the military associ- 
ations for the protection of Dublin, in 
which gentlemen of tlie first faniihes 
performed the of common sol- 
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diers. He was eonspicnous for his zeal 
and loyalty, while he made the most 
strenuous and often successftil efforts to 
rescue various victims from the merci- 
less system of dogging and torture, so 
disgracefully exhibited at Bai-ing^s ri- 
ding-school, and in the Castle-yard of 
Dublin, under the eyes of the first of- 
ficers of the state. In the August fol- 
lowing, the French landed on the coast 
of Galway, in which district General 
Hutchinson commanded. His brother 
Christopher immediately joined him. 
After a partial success at the battle of 
Castlebar, the invaders laid down their 
arms at Ballinamuck, where Mr Hut- 
chinson received the swords of two 
generals under rather singular circum- 
stances. General Cradock, Admiral 
Pakenham, Colonel Crawford, of the 
Hompesch dragoons, and Mr Hutchin- 
son, who accompanied the staff of the 
\^coroy, Lord Cornwallis, commanding 
in person the force which marched 
against the invaders, volunteered to re- 
connoitre ; and at the distance of about 
three miles from head- quarters, sudden- 
ly fell in witli the whole of the French 
troops— they gave themselves up for 
•"lost ; but Mr Hutchinson directly rode 
up to Generals La Fontaine and Sar- 
razin, telling them he was followed by 
a force it would be vain to resist, and 
demanding their swords, which, strange 
to say, were instantly delivered up- 
But when more than an hour elapsed 
before Lord Cornwallis’s army appear- 
ed, General La Fontaine perceived the 
deception that had been put upon him, 
and struck with the intrepidity and 
presence of mind Mr Hutchinson had 
displayed, exclaimed, “ Pardi^ won 
Colonel^ ceh, ne se fait p<zs deux fois^ 
On the title of Colonel being disclaim- 
ed, and that of a civilian acknowledged, 
the general replied, “ Monsieur a done 
manque sa vocation V* Lord Corn- 
wallis, as a mark of respect to Mr 
Hutchinson, intrusted the prisoners to 
Ills care, and on the third of Septem!)er, 
1798, he conducted them to England. 


About this time commenced his attach** 
ment to the lady he afterwaids maiTied, 
and who still survives him. In the 
ensuing year the Union between Great 
Britain and Ireland was proposed in 
Parliament, a measure which Mr Hut- 
chinson ever regarded with abhorrence. 
It is well known that the general feel- 
ing in Ireland was strongly against the 
Union. Innumerable pamphlets were 
written, and meetings convened, to op- 
pose it. At one of these, of the law- 
yers’ corps, the legi'dity of the measure 
was discussed ; the debate ran high. 
Mr Flutehinson observed that it was 
idle to ai'gue the question, wliich was 
not one of expediency hut force ; and 
calling the attention of the* meeting to 
the manner in wliich government had 
strengthened its hands, and to the num- 
ber of regiments which had been brought 
over, he proposed a resistance at the 
point of the bayonet The proposal not 
being seconded, he withdrew in disgust, 
and soon after quitted Ireland, deter- 
mined never to return. 

In the following autumn, General 
Hutchinson having been appointed to 
the unfortunate expedition of the Fiel- 
der, Mr Hutchinson, who had ever 
been extremely attaclied to bis brother, 
and passionately fond of a niilitaiy life, 
volunteered to accompany him. He 
acted as his aide-de-camp, (ihougli the 
present (leneral Taylor held that sta- 
tion,) and was at his side when his 
lordship was severely wounded at the 
battle of Altrnar. The Duke of York, 
and the officers of tliat expedition, 
formed a high opinion of his military 
talents ; and Lord Hutchinson, in a let- 
ter to Mrs Hutchinson, on his return 
to England, wrote, “ My brotlier re- 
turns, poor as he went, but covereil 
with the glory of the campaign. The 
whole army do him justice. He has 
taken the greatest care of me in my 
wounded state, and attended me with 
all the tenderness of a woman.” Such 
was his nature, for never was on earth a 
more rare combination of every manly 
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quality with every kind and gentle feel- 
ing. He returned from Holland in No- 
vember 1799, remained in England till 
the ensuing May, when he again volun- 
teered witli Lord Hutchinson, who was 
appointed second in command on the 
memorable expedition to Egypt, under 
Sir Ralph Abercromby. In Sir Robert 
Wilson’s account of that campaign, he 
makes honourable mention of Mr Hut- 
chinson, whose conduct during the 
whole time, and under circumstances of 
great delicacy and difficulty, is too well 
known to all the distinguislied officers 
engaged to be here dwelt upon. Suf- 
fice it to say, that Lord Hutchinson 
had the greatest confidence in him, 
which was repaid by the most import- 
ant services. Upon his lordship’s ele- 
vation to the peerage, tlie representa- 
tion of the city of Cork became vacant, 
and Mr Hutchinson was unanimously 
chosen to succeed him. He according- 
ly returned to England in 1802, and 
took his seat in the first Imperial Par- 
liament the succeeding year. At this 
time, having bcMJome an object of at- 
tention, he was induced, contrary to 
his usual habits, to mix somewhat in 
general society, and was even most fa- 
vourably received in that of his present 
Majesty ; but the field, the senate, or 
domestic life alone had charms for him. 
This mortified not a little a person who 
was too proud of, and valued him too 
highly, not to wish him to be general- 
ly known, and who could not help ex- 
claiming : ‘‘ What I you have neglect- 
ed everything in pursuit of fame, and 
now you inuffie the trumpet.” 

Every opportunity was taken by Mr 
Hutchinson to direct the attention of 
Parliament to the situation of Ireland. 
Whilst others blazoned forth her crimes, 
anti regarded her degradation as« their 
punishment, he urged inquiry into tlie 
wrongs that led to them. 

When the war broke out again after 
the peace of Amiens, Mr Hutchinson 
supported the government on that ques- 


tion, being persuaded that the existence 
of England as a nation depended upon 
her resistance to the power of France. 
It was at this period that he wrote to 
the Duke of York, stating his former 
services, and offering to raise a regi- 
ment. His Royal Highness gave a po- 
lite answer, commended his zeal, but 
rejected his proposal. This disappoint- 
ment, however, did not prevent him 
from again appearing in the field. Ho 
accompanied Lord Hutchinson on his 
mission to tlie Emperor of Russia and 
the King of Prussia, at the close of 
1806, and was engaged in the whole 
of the campaign of the following year. 
At the battle of Preuss Eylau, he was 
slightly wounded by a splinter from the 
explosion of a shell, while acting on 
the staff of General Benningsen. At 
the battle of Friedland, both Lord Hut- 
chinson and his brother were in the 
hottest of the action, and but for the 
presence of mind of the latter must 
have been made prisoners. Immediate- 
ly after the conclusion of the peace of 
Tilsit, Mr Hutchinson availed himself 
of the opportunity to visit Moscow and 
the southern part of Russia, taking 
Odessa in his way, where he passed 
some time with the Duke of Richelieu. 
On his return to England in 1808, his 
political life was resumed. In the ge- 
neral election of 1812 he had a contest 
for the election of Cork, but though the 
poll lasted eighteen days, and the whole 
power of government was arrayed against 
him, he was defeated by a majority of 
only eight votes. This is the only oc- 
casion on which he was unsuccessful, 
though often opposed, having been 
chosen to represent that city in seven 
Parliaments. Upon the conclusion of 
the war in 1815, be removed his family 
to France, and with the exception of 
his attendance in the House of Com- 
mons, he resided for eight years at Pa- 
ris, where his house was the resort of 
some of the most distinguished literary 
and political characters. His ardent 
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feelings in the cause of liberty, particu- 
larly on the occasion of the late French 
invasion in Spain, at last gave such of- 
fence to the government, that Mr Hut- 
"'chinson received an order to quit France, 
in consequence of which he retunied 
with his family to England, Mr Hut- 
chinson continued to divide his time 
between Parliament, his fireside, and 
the society of a few friends, among 
whom he was loved and respected as 
he deserved. His constitution had ever 
been remarkably good, and his cheer- 
ful disposition and active and temperate 
liabits promised a long life. But in the 
summer of 1825 his health began sud- 
denly to decline. Change of air was 
ordered, and he removed to Brighton, 
where he appeared to derive benefit; 
but, unfortunately, the same total dis- 
regard to every personal consideration, 
which formed the distinguishing feature 
of his character, induced him (contrary 
to the advice of Jiis physicians and the 
entreaties of his friends) to attend Par- 
liament, where some bills were in pro- 
gress of commercial importance to his 
constituents. This effort, so far beyond 
his strength, brought on a return of the 
most alarming symptoms. On the 2Gt!i 
of August, being then in the 60th year 
of his age, be breathed his last, sur- 
rounded by Mrs Hutchinson, his chil- 
dren, and their uncles, Lord Brandon 
and Mr Abraham Hutchinson. So 
calm was his death, that those objects 
of his affection remained for some time 
watching his countenance, unconscious 
that be bad expired. 

Such were the last moments of a man 
who was the personification of honour, 
humanity, and integrity. A more vir- 
tuous representative of the people never 
existed. To his friends and the afflicted 
family he has left behind, it will be one 
day a consolation to reflect on bis lio- 
nourable career, on his mind so candid, 
so disinterested, so pure, that it passed 
unsullied through the world. Faithful 
in friendship, of unaffected hut most 


gentlemanly and attractive manners, he 
was rather reserved in general society, 
but in the circle of his family and inti- 
mate friends, no man was more anima- 
ted, indeed playful. He was a most 
aftectionate father, and employed much 
of his leisure hours in the instruction 
of his children, for whose education he 
made tlie greatest sacrifices. The whole 
of his fortune had l)e<in settled on his 
only son by his former marriage, and 
witli a character generous and disinte- 
rested as his, and a hand “ open as day 
to melting charity,” to save money was 
impossible. But could he haveheqiieath- 
ed to his children the riches of the ejirth, 
they would have been less truly va- 
luable than the example of his life, and 
the impressive lesson of his death. 


The Right Rev. Charles Mongan 

Warburton, D.D. Loud Bishop 

OF Clovne. 

On the 9th of August, at Ch)yne 
Palace, the Right Rev. Charles Mon- 
gan Warlnirton, aged 71- 

We have seen it stated that the ori- 
ginal name of the prelate was Mongan ; 
that he was the son of a poor road-way 
piper in a little village in the north of 
Ireland ; that he was a Roman Catho- 
lic, and intended for the priesthood ; 
that, while upon the Continent, whi- 
ther he had been sent to .study in one 
of those charitable institutions endow- 
ed for the education of Roman Catho- 
lic priests, before the building of May- 
nooth College, he was thrown by acci- 
dent into the society of the Earl of 
Moira ; and that, obtaining that no- 
bleman’s favour, lie was induced to 
change bis destination from the Roman 
to the Protestant church. Still under 
the patronage of Lord Moira, he was, 
after taking holy orders, appointcil 
chaplain to a regiment in North Ame- 
rica, whore he married his first wife 
a lady particularly rccoinnicnded he 
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his t^dbJe patifefi. That My #jriog 
soon afterwardfiC ha niarried his se- 
cond wife (now his widow), Upon 
trhM occasion he took the name of 
Warborton. Secure in the road to 
wealth and promotion, he became 
Dean of Armagh, afterwards Bishop 
of Limerick, and ultimately Bishop 
of Cloyne. The latter bishopric, the 
best in the south of Ireland, both as 
to profit and honour, is said to be 
worth L. 70 OO a-year. At Limerick, 
Dr Warburton was much esteemed 
for his liberal and courteous manners^ 
and his femily held there the first 
rank in society. His translation to 
the see of Cloyne produced ari addi- 
tion of L.5000 a-year to his rerenue. 
The accumulation of wealth appears 
to have been a grand object with the 
Bishop. At Limerick, from its conftf- 
paratively gay and expensive society, 
he was not allowed to indulge that 
propensity ; but from thfe hour of his 
arrival at Cloyne, which is^ a retired 
situation, he continued rapidly to in- 
crease his fortune. He is understood 
to have left L.120,000 amongst his 
children, three sons, and one daugh- 
ter ; one of whom is a colonel in the 
army,* another a major, another in the 
church, and the daughter married to 
Archdeacon Maunsel, at Limerick. 
About twelve months ago, the Bishop 
experienced, in the death of a favour- 
ite daughtelr, a calamity from the ef- 
fects of whkh he never fully recovered. 
Miss" SeliM Warburton, who died of 
a ^fecKne, brought on, as it is believed, 
by a misplaced affection, was a parti- 
cularly amiable and benevolent young 
woman. Her father allowed her the 
interest of L.S5,000, her promi^ 
fortune, dmost every shilling of which 
she expended in relieving the wants 
of the distressed. Her remains were 
carried to the grave amidst the lamen- 
tations of the numerous objects of her 
bounty ; and the whole parish mourn- 
ed for her as for a public benefactress. 
you XIX. PABT II. 


That Pt Warburt^ shouM 
deMediy attachi^ to spch a 
tor is not surprising* From tbe dw 
of ber death he brc^e in health aw 
spints; bis frequent practice was to 
iisit the grave where she rested ; his 
last instructions were, that he should 
be laid by her side. Atout a week be- 
fore his death he came into the chur^ 
and paused for sonic moments in pmn* 
ful snence over the last home of the 
departed. He marked out the spot 
where he was soon to lie, pointed to 
it with his finger, exclaiming, " There, 
there !*' rais^ his hand to the wall 
immediately over it, and appear^ to 
trace with mournful bitterness of 
heart, the epitaph that would proba- 
bly record nis virtues and his ho^ 
nours. He then slowly passed away# 
with his eyes directed to the earth, as 
though he had taken a last,, farewell 
of humanity, and entered into a solemn 
contract wifJi to® g^’ove. That very 
day his disorder increased, he went 
to his bed of death, and in a w^k af- 
terwards he was bofne to his itot 
home ! 


Carl Maria Freyherr Vow 
Weber. 

This celebrated composer was bom 
16th of December 1786, at Eutin, a 
small town in Holstein, and was at an 
early age distinguished for an attach- 
ment to the fine arts, particularly paint- 
ing and music. His father, Who wsfS h 
man of property, encouraged these pre^ 
dilections by th^ assistance of a liberal 
education, and at the age of ten^ years 
;>laced bis son under the tuition of 

that 

WaW b said to have been indebted 
for the energy, distinctness, and execu- 
tion, which distinguished his perform- 
ance upon the piano-forte. During the 
folloWmg years, he was instructed at 
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Saltzburg by Micbael Haydn, the bro- 
ther of ttie celebrated of that 

name; and afterwards at Munich by 
Valesi in singing, and by Kalcher in 
•the theory of music and the att of com- 
poilLtion. 

In 1798 he published his first work, 
consisting of six fugues, in four parts, 
all of them distinguished for purity and 
correctness, and much praised in the 
Musikalisehe Zeitung, or musical Ga- 
zette, a German periodical. Whilst at 
Munich he is said to have pursued his 
studies with indefatigable perseverance, 
giving himself up to operatic music, 
that branch of the art which he prefer- 
red. Under the tuition of Kalcher, he 
wrote an opera called “ Die Macht der 
Liebe nnd des Weins,” (the power of 
Love and Wine,) a Mass, and several 
other pieces, all which w^ere, however, 
destroyed without being submitted to 
the public. 

In the year 1799, Sennefelder first 
practised the art of lithography at 
Munich. Ihe youthful and ardent 
Weber, wliose love of painting and the 
studies connected with it, Iiad only 
given way to tlie stronger passion for 
music, imagined that by the construc- 
tion of some new machinery he could 
render the invention more worthy of 
attention. Before the introduction of 
the art by Sennefelder, Weber hatl 
turned his attention to the subject ; 
hut music had of late so entirely en- 
grossed his thoughts, that the study had 
been laid aside. The success of Senne- 
feldev roused him to new exertions, 
and after many unsuccessful attempts 
lie at length completed the model of a 
machine, by means of which he hoped 
to throw the invention of Sennefelder 
into the shade. Weber’s father, whose 
kind disposition never permittcxi him to 
oppose his son’s inclination, immediate- 
ly removed to Frcibur^h in Saxony, 
indhere the materials necijispry for litho- 
graphical work were to be had in abun- 
dance ; and the thoughtful and imagi- 


mttive Weber, in the tbirteehth year of 
his age, constructed his new machin- 
ery, and commenced the world as an 
engraver upon stone. Mnsic was for- 
gotten — composition was studied no 
longer ; he entered with ardour upon hie 
new occupation, and the world was on 
the point of obtaining perhaps a bad en- 
graver in exchange for an admirable mu- 
sician. But lithography was a pursuit 
too tedious, too mechanical, to detain 
liis fine spirit long ; the zeal with which 
he *at "first applied to it soon abated, his 
former occupations were found more 
congenial to his taste, and a few months 
beheld lithography deserted, and the 
study of composition resumed with a 
vigour which soon compensated for the 
time he had lost. The first fruits of his 
renewed study was an opera called 
“ Des Waldtnadchen,” (the Girl of the 
Wood,) wliich was produced in No- 
vember 1800, and received with great 
applause at Vienna, Pragiu?, and Peters- 
burgh- 

About this time an article in the Mu- 
sikalisehe Zeitung, excited in the young 
composer the idea of writing in an en- 
tirely new style, and of reviving the use 
of the ancient musical instruments which 
tvere then nearly forgotten. With this 
.dew he composed, in 1801, at Saltz- 
hu’-g, the opera of Peter Schmoll nnd 
seine Nachharn” (Peter Schinoli and 
his Neighbours). This opera failed up- 
on representation. The style was new 
and extraordinary, and did not please 
upon a first performance ; But the over- 
ture was afterwards revised and pul»- 
lished, and is considere<l a very stri- 
king composition. Michael Haydn, in 
a letter wherein he makes mention of 
this opera, says, As far as I may pre- 
tend to judge, I most tndy and candid- 
ly 8$y, that this opera not only posses^ 
ses great power and effect, but is com- 
posed according to the strict rules of 
counterpoint. To spirit and liveliness 
the composer has added a high degree 
of delicacy, and the music is moreove 



Chap. 12.] EMINENT CHARACTERS DECEASED. 


perfectly euited to the words*” A tes.. 
timooy so encouraging from such a 
man^ was almost sufficient to counter- 
balance the want of success* 

Defeated^ but not discouraged, We- 
ber still persevered in the study of his 
favourite art with uudiminisbed ardour. 
In the year 1802 he made a professional 
tour to Leipzig, Hamburg, and Hol- 
stein, and during that time his princi- 
pal occupation was to collect all publi- 
cations on the theory of music* The 
study of these works, whilst it inorea- 
sed his knowledge of the art, did not 
satisfy his inquiries: he was not one 
who assented to propositions without 
investigation : he doubted the cor- 
rectness of the principles upon which 
most of his predecessors had acted, and 
recommenced the study of harmony 
from its very elements, with the view 
of constructing an entirely new system, 
in which only such rules of the old 
masters as were ox>nfirmed by his own 
reflections should be retained. The 
work entitled, “ Vogler 12 Chorale,” 
by Sebastian Bach, analysed by C. M. 
Von Weber, which was published in 
1802, may be considered the fruit of 
those researches, and is equally inte- 
resting and instructive. 

In 1803 we find him, for the first 
time, entirely left to himself in the 
great musical wmdd of Vienna, in the 
midst of Haydn, the Abbe Vogler, 
Stadler, &c. He was at this time six- 
teen years of age ; but instead of being 
drawn away from his art by the amuse- 
ments of this gay city, be placed him- 
self under the Abbe Vogler, and spent 
his time in earnest and unabated appli- 
cation. The Abb6, charmed with a 
youth whose whole soul seemed enga- 
ged in the study of the art which they 
both professed, received him with the 
greatest kindness, and assisted his la- 
bours by freely communicating the re- 
sult of his reflection and experience* 
Under Vogleris advice he reluctantly 
forbore exerting his talent in th^ com- 


position of extensive works, and 
two years devoted himself entirely ]U» 
study. Durmg this time he analy^d 
the compositions of all the ^eat maa- 
ters, and completed his.musical educa- 
tion* The only works which he pub- 
lished during his residence at Vienna, 
were a set of variations, and Vogler’s 
opera of Samori,” arranged for the 
piano-forte* 

In 1805, whilst at Vienna, although 
then only eighteen years of age, he re- 
ceived an invitation to proceed to Bres- 
lau in the chai'acter of Maestro di Ca- 
pella, which he accepted, and remained 
there about a year. During that time 
he formed an entirely new orcliestra 
and corps of singers, which furnished 
him with a favourable oppoitunity of 
improving himself in the knowledge of 
effect. The only work of consequence 
which he composed during his Silesian 
visit, was an opera written by Rhode, 
and called “ Kiibessahl,” f. e. Number 
Nip, of which the ill-famed mountain 
sprite furnished the subject. 

The Prussian war, wliich broke out 
in 1806, obliged him to quit Breslau, 
and he accoidingly entered into the 
service of Eugene, Duke of Wirtem- 
berg, with whom he removed to Carls- 
nibe. There he remained for four 
years, during which lime he wrote two 
symphonies, several concertos, and va- 
rious pieces for wind instruments. He 
also composed his opei*a of ‘‘ Silvana,” 
a recast of “ Des Waldmadchen a 
cantata, “ Der erste Ton” *(The first 
Sound) ; some overtures for a grand 
orchestra, and a great many solo pieces 
for the piano-forte* 

In 1810 he set out on another pro- 
fessional tour. He ^remained some time 
at Frankfort, Mun ^ch, and Berlin ; at 
all which places h^s operas were per- 
formed with much success, and his 
concent well attended* In the course 
of this tour he visited the Abbe Vogler, 
and with the assistance of bis know- 
ledge and experience, composed the 
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opera of << .AIkhi Hassan, which wa« 
prodiieed at Darmstadt, in 1810, with 
great aticc^s* 

I¥om 1813 to 1816 he was director 
of the opera of Prague. His labours 
ill that capacity are represented to have 
unceasing : he found confusion and 
mismanagement ; he loft order and re- 
gularity. Whilst there, he composed 
an opera called Preciosa, or the 
Gipsy Girl,’' and his great cantata, 
« Kampf iind Sieg” (Battlii and Vic- 
tory), in honour of the battle of Wa- 
terloo. This composition has lately 
been performed in London, and, in the 
judgment of musicians, is of itself suffi- 
cient to establish Weber's fame as a 
composer. W hen tim object of Ids vi- 
sit to Plague was accomplished, he 
again travelled through Germany with- 
out any permanent employment, al- 
though many profitable offers were iriadt* 
to him. At length he received an in- 
vitation from the King of Saxony to 
form a Cierman opera at Dresden. The 
;|dvancement of the national opcm Imd 
been his chief study and delight ; such 
an invitation, tlieiefore, harmonized too 
well with his own feelings to be neglect- 
ed, He held the appointment of direc- 
tor of the German opera at Dresden 
until his death. 

In 18:21 ho obtained the permission 
of Ids sovereign to produce the celebra- 
ted Der Frcisehiitz" at Berlin, where 
it was accordingly performed, for the 
first time, on the 2 1st of June in that 
year. The reception it met with was 
the most enthusiastic that can be ima- 
gined. Since the production of Mo- 
zart’s Zauberflute, no German opera lias 
obtained such universal applause. Vi- 
enna, Dresden, Munich, and Stutgard, 
ao<m ratified the decision of the Berlin 
audience, and Weber was at once ele- 
vated above all his German coiitempo- 
luries. The proud emiiience which he 
bad 80 ardently sougbl^^nd for which 
be bad so laboriously, so' indefatigably, 
studied, was at last obtained : the mu- 


sical reputation of his country was vin- 
dicated, and his genius achieved the 
distinction it so richly merited. 

Ills next opera was Euryantbe/’ 
which was produced at Vienna on the 
25tli of October, 1823. The success 
it met with on its first representation 
was certainly not commensurate with 
the rieputation he had obtained. The 
public expectation had been raised to 
an extravagant height by the celebrity 
of “ Der Fi*ei8chutz,” and more was 
expected than mortal could achieve. 
Another cause of its bad success was 
the confiision and intricacy of the plot, 
which was written by Madame de 
Cbazy. The opera has since been per- 
formed at Dresden, and most of the 
other theatres in Germany, with very 
great success, Asa musical composi- 
tion, it is admitted to have extraordi- 
nary merit, and is particularly distin- 
guished by some very scientific recita- 
tives. 

The gi’eat success of “ Der Frei- 
scliiitz” on the Continent induced the 
proprietors of the English Opera House 
to produce it upon their stage during 
the summer of 1824, when it was re- 
ceived wdth a success which must be 
fresb in tbo recollection of every one* 
It was performed night after night du- 
ring the greater part of the season, and 
upon the opcming of the winter theatres 
was produced at both of them. The 
unrivalled popularity of the music has 
continued to the present time ; its me- 
lodies are yet sung in onr streets ; they 
have been manufactured into quadrille 
tulles, and published in every possible 
shape into which the ingenuity of our 
music-makers could distort them. It 
has also been produced id; Paris with 
similar success. 

The proprietors of Covent Garden 
Theatre, anxious to secure a musician 
of such unquestionable ability, invited 
biin to visit England, and compose 
opera for the English stage. The offer 
was accepted ; and early in the year 
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1826 ^ although then lahoiu'ing under a 
severe pulmonary affection, he arrived 
in London to fulfil his engagement. 
His first public, appearance was on the 
9 th of March, when he met with a re- 
ception which did honour as well to the 
mighty master,” as to the people who 
had been delighted by the efforts of his 
genius. The modest and unassuming 
Weber shrunk from the enthusiastic 
plaudits with which he was received, 
and endeavoured to transfer to the per- 
formers the unanimous and overwhelm- 
ing approbation which the audience in- 
tended for himself. 

On the 12 th of April, the new opera, 
which he had written expressly for per- 
formance in this country, was produced 
at (>ovent Garden Theatre, Weber him- 
self presiding in the orchestra. The 
plot is founded upon an old French ro- 
mance, the incidents of which furnished 
Wieland, the German poet, with the 
foundation of his poem Oberon,” 
which is also the titlfe given to the new 
opera. 'I1ie town Imd been long ac- 
quainted with the Kuhjer-t of the opera 
by report, and had been rendercid still 
more familiar with it by the hurried 
production of an operatic, drama of the 
same name, and founded upon the same 
story, at the rival theatn? of Drury- 
Lane. I’he for(3stalling spirit in which 
this paltry act of jealousy had its origin 
was in some degree successful : the 
public felt no interest in the story, and 
the success of the opera depended in 
consequence almost entirely upon the 
music. The drama, which was written 
by Mr Planche, was as interesting as a 
story so slight could well be made, but 
was considei^ed on the whole rather too 
trifling— too nearly approaching to the 
fairy-tale entertainments usually pro- 
duced at Easter and Whitsuntide ; over- 
flowing audiences, however, pronounced 
the opera to he worthy of success, and 
their decision is consonant to that of 
the most eminent musicians. As a com- 
position, it is distinguished by a great 


display of science and knowledge of ttiO 
art ; but is not perhaps so much calcu- 
lated for the ears of the unrefined as 
«<Der Freischiitz,” as it does not contain 
so many of those simple melodies which 
usually succeed in rendering music po- 
pu]ar« 

As proofs of the great ability dis- 
played in this opera, we would refer to 
the opening chorus of fairies ; the air 
by Sir Huon in the grand scena in the 
first act ; the scena by lleiza, and an 
admirable quartetto in the 6eex>rid act ; 
a song by Fatima in the second and 
another in the third act ; and a song by 
Sir Huon also in the third act. The 
choruses of fairies are all strikingly fan-, 
dful and cbaracteriKtic, and the over- 
ture has a sprightUness well suited to 
the opera it precedes. 

This opera closed Weber h labours, 
with the exception of a song from 
Moores Lalla llookh, commencing, 

From Chindara*s warbling fount I 
come to which he composed the mu- 
sic for Miss Stephens. This song was 
sung by her at a c,oncert of Weber's on 
the 26 th of May ; the melody only had 
been committed to pa])er, au<l the coni- 
poser, who presided at the piano- foi*te, 
supplied the ac('ompaiiimeiits from re- 
collection. Weber did not aj)pear in 
public after this concert, with the ex- 
ception of a few on Miss Pa- 

ton’s benefit, which took jilac.e a day or 
two afterwards. 

The disorder under which ho labour- 
ed upon his arrival in England con- 
tinued to increase, aided pe.rliaps by the 
variations of our climate, and the ex- 
citement of composition ; both of which, 
without doubt, operated v(»ry pi^nnci- 
ously upon a frame already (lehilitated. 
He became anxious to return to bis na- 
tive country, in which be bad left liis 
wife and two children ; and tlamgfi his 
friends were apprelumsive that a rt'iiio- 
val was impossible, Wednesday, the 7 tli 
of June, was fixed for the attempt The 
prospect of a return home bcemed to 
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animate liim, and his continued cheer- 
fulness banished the thought of tiny 
immediate danger ; but Providence had 
destined that a foreign country should 
be honoured with the custody of his 
remains. On Friday, the 3d of June, 
the symptoms of his disorder assumed 
somewhat of an alarming appearance : 
he was obliged to keep his room, but 
still immediate dissolution was not ap- 
prehended. On Sunday evening, tne 
5th, he was left at eleven o’clock, in 
good spirits, and at seven the next 
morning was found dead upon his pil- 
low, his head resting upon his hand, as 
though he had passed from life without 
a struggle. 

On the 21st of June the remains of 
M. Von Weber were interred, with all 
the accustomed solemnity of the Ro-^ 
man Catholic Church, in the Chapel at 
Moorfields. The solemn requiem of 
Mozart was introduced into the service, 
and performed by the most celebrated 
English instrumental and vocal musi- 
cians, in a very grand and impressive 
manner. 

In person, Weber was of the middle 
height, extremely thin, and of dark 
complexion. His countenance was stri- 
kingly intelligent, his face long and pale, 
his forehead remarkably high, his fea- 
tures were prominent, aud his eyes dark 
and full. His look was one of calm, 
placid thought, added to in some degree 
by spectacles, which he usually wore 
on account of his shortness of sight. 
Thought, deep thought, is stamped up- 
on all his compositions, and richly did 
his productions repay him for the labour 
l>e8towed upon them. The pale scholar, 
worn with toil, 

— — “ whose lamp at midnight hour 

Is seen in some high lonely tower,’* 

may, in Weber’s compositions, contem- 
plate the reward of patient study, well 
directed, and chastened by the exercise 
of a severe judgment. The ridiculous 
prpfasipn of orpament which passes for 


improvement with some people, both in 
and out of the musical world, was ill 
suited to his correct taste. I am sor- 
ry,” said he to a singer, who was be* 
stowing a great deal of embellishment 
upon one of his simple melodies, “ I 
am sorry you give yourself so much 
trouble*’^ — « Oh I it is no trouble,” re- 
plied the polite lady, delighted with 
what she imagined a compliment.— 
^Gndeed,” replied Weber, “ you trouble 
yorffself very unnecessarily in singing 
so many notes that are not set down in 
the score.” The manners of this great 
man were such as his character would 
indicate— quiet, simple, unohtruding. 
He did not, he could not condescend 
to those little artifices whereby the less 
distinguished endeavour to make them- 
selves known. This fact, conjoined to 
the state of his health, may account for 
his visit to this country not having been 
so profitable as was anticipated. His 
performance on the piano-forte, and his 
direction of an orchestra, were distin- 
guished by great spirit and earnestness ; 
and besides his professional acquire- 
ments, he was intimately acquainted 
with general knowledge and polite li- 
terature. 

In addition to the works we have 
already noticed, Weber composed a 
great number of pieces for various in- 
struments, viz. sonatas, concertos, con- 
certinos, and pot-pourrics, for the pia- 
no-forte, the clarionet, the hautboy, 
bassoon, and violoncello. He likewise 
published some vocal compositions, in 
four parts, with accompaniments for 
the piano-forte : these deserve particu- 
lar notice, and principally the one en- 
titled Leyer und Schwerdt,” (the 
Lyre and the Sword). He was also the 
author of many articles in the Leipzig 
Musikalische Zeitung and the Abend 
Zeitung, or Evening Gazette, published 
at Dresden. We are also informed that 
he has left a work in manuscript, upon 
which he has been employed several 
years. It is entitled Kunstler Leben ' 
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(Lives of Artists), and contains a nar- 
rative of the principal events of his own 
life, with observations on great musical 
works, and on the most eminent ancient 
and modem composers. It is to be 
hoped this most interesting work will 
not be withheld from the public. 

Of ** Der Freischutis” it may be said, 
that it is but one of his works, and his 
best. We are not sure that it is his 
best ; but if it is so, it is the very work 
to whicli we should refer, in funding 
an estimate of his merit. Milton is not 
judged by his Paradise Regained, nor 
Shakspeare by Titus Andronicus. The 
English public have become so well 
acquainted with tins Roniantische 
Opera,” (as it is well styled in the Ger- 
man,) that it would be superfluous to 
give a detailed account of it. It is full 
of the most extraordinary harmonies, 
and, beyond all, is an original and beau- 
tiful effort of genius. It is a rich store- 
house, tilled with passages of incontes- 
table merit, and proves the composer 
to have been possessed of a mind im- 
bued with the sublimest poetry. The 
overture is an appropriate introduction, 
characteristic of the subsequent story, 
and abounding with beauties which can- 
not be adequaUdy described : to be felt, 
they must be beard. Music, likt; an 
extensive view, docsS not admit of an 
adequate verbal description. The same 
may he said of all Weber s overtures : 
they are all characteristic, all descrip- 
tive. Tlie incantation scene is indeed 
the wild and wonderful in music. The 
un])rccedented choms of spirits with 
which it commences, the knowledge of 
eftect displayed throughout, the skill in 
blending the various instruments, the 
original and very singular hannouies 
with wliich the whole scene is replete 
—all together form a musical exhibi- 
tion essentially original and indescriba- 
ble. IJut the great beauty, the surpass- 
ing excellence, of Weber's music, con- 
wists in the extraordinary manner in 
which he conveys to the ear the ac- 


tions, the emotions, described in the 
words to which the notes are set. To 
produce authorities in support of this 
assertion, would be to quote every air 
in all his operas ; but we cannot refrain 
from noticing the very singular maniun' 
in which it is effected in the introdiu!- 
tory chorus of Der Freischiitis 
throughout the scena in which the well- 
known air of Through the Forests” is 
introduced ; and in the inimitable scena 
ed aria for the heroine in the second 
act. “ Oheron” abounds with passages 
of a like nature. What, for instanee, 
can equal the description in the air, 
“ Ohl 'tis a glorious sight to seel” 
more especially that ])art of it which is 
set to the passage beginning, “ Mourn, 
ye maidens of Palestine ?” Can music 
do more than has been already achieved 
in these passages? They have never 
been equalled — they cannot h<? excelled. 
l'‘be quality to which we arc now allu- 
ding, has frequently displayed itself on 
other occasions. \Vhen about to com- 
pose music for the song in Lai la Tlookh, 
of which we have before made mention, 
his anxiety to do justice to the poet, 
by entering fully into the spirit of Ills 
words, was so great, tliat he would not 
engage in tlie composition until he had 
read the whole poem. I’hc j)erusal 
gmtilied him extremely ; lie declared 
himself imj>reHsed willi the highest ad- 
miration of Mr Mo(»re/s talents, ami 
was extremely (iesirous of being intro- 
duced to him. Upon another occasion, 
when Miss Patou was complaining with 
reference to on(? of the airs in O he- 
ron, ‘‘ 1 do not know how it is, I never 
can do this as it should he.” — The 
reason is,” replied Weber, because 
you do not know the words.” A still 
grander example of his feeling and judg- 
ment in this respect occurred during 
the peiformance of a hymn to the Dei- 
ty. Some of the voices were in a high 
key. « Hush I hush!” exclaimed the 
genuine master; hush ! Jf yon uere 
in the presence of (iod. would you 
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speak loud?” StirJi trifling anecdptes 
are eminently characteiistic, and pour* 
tray Weber as an amiable and excel- 
lent man, of correct feeling and matured 
ji«^ment, wedded to the study of an 
art by the exercise of which he has 
rendered himself celebrated, and added 
greatly to the stock of public pleasure. 

We cannot close this article without 
inserting some beautiful pathetic lines, 
dedicated by Mr Planch^ to the me* 
mory of this great man. They are va- 
luable, not only considered as a poem, 
but also biographically, as throwing 
light upon Weber’s maimers and cha- 
racter. It is the testimony of one who 
knew him well, and wijil not be consi- 
dered less valuable because it is couch- 
ed in elegant language, and written with 
the feeling of a poet. 

** Weep !— for the word is spoken : 

Mourn the knell Wh knoU’d : 
The master chord is broken, 

And the master hand Is cold ! 
Homance hath lost her minstrel : 

No more bis magic strain 
Shall throw a sweeter spell around 
The legends of Almaine ! 

His fame had down before him. 

To many a foreign land ; 

His Ia3r8 were sung by evVy tongue, 

And harp’d by ev’ry hand, 

He came to cull fresh laurels, 

But JPame was in their breath ; 

And turn’d his march of triumph 
Into a dirge of death ! 

O, all who knew him, loved him I 
For with his mighty mind, 
lie bore himself so meekly—. 

His heart it was so kind I 
His wildly warbling melodies— 

The storms that round them roll— 

^re types of the simplicity 
And grandeur of his soul. 

‘‘ Though years of ceaseless suffering 
Had worn him to a shade, 

8 o patient was his spirit* , 

No wayward plaint h| made. 

B’eo Heath himself seem*| loath to scare 
His victim, pure and mild, 

And stole upon him gently. 

As slumber o'er a chUd I 


Weep {.^foipthe word is spoken : 

Mourn !— for the kn jd, is knoll’d f 

The master chord is broken. 

The master band is cold 

Mr Michabi- Kww-y. 

Mu Micuaei. Kelly was a native 

Dublin. At tbe time of his bkth, 
his father, Mr Thomas Kelly, was mas* 
ter of the ceremonies at the castle, and 
a wine merchant of considerable repu- 
tatibn in Mary Street. His mother’s 
maiden name was McCabe. She was 
of a very respectable family in the coun- 
ty of Westmeath, and brought her hus- 
band five thousand pounds as a mar- 
riage portion. They were both of them 
Roman Catholics. 

Mr and Mrs Kelly were excessively 
fond of music, and sang with taste. 
All their children, fourteen in number, 
evinced musical capabilities ; and Mi- 
chael, the eldest of them, was, at three 
years old, daily placed with the wine 
on his father’s table, to entertain the 
company with Hawthorn’s song in Love 
in a Village, ‘‘ There was a Jolly Mil- 
ler.” 

At the age of seven, little Michael 
began to learn music from a person of 
the name of Morland, a very dissipated 
man., but under whom nevertheless his 
improvement was so rapid, that before 
he had attained his ninth year, he could 
execute with precision and neatness 
Schohert’s sonatas, which were then all 
the fasliion. He also possessed a so- 
prano voice, on which his father was 
determined to bestow every possible 
cultivation. His firnt singing masters 
were Signor Passerini, a native of Bo- 
logna, and Signor Paretti,afcro mmica, 
and the original Artaxerxes, when the 
ofera of that name was first performed 
at Covent Garden. Some time after, our 
young musician was placed under Signor 
St Giorgio, who was engaged at the 
Rotunda. Surgeon Neale, who was one 
of }us father s oldest and most intimate 
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friends, and wlio, independently of his 
skill in Ids profession, ranked ^ one of 
the first violin players of his time, also 
took great pains to improve him. He 
likewise reo^ived lessons on the piano- 
forte from Dr C<^n ; and the cele- 
brated Ranzzinit happening to be in 
Dublin, was highly pleased with him, 
and strongly advised his father to send 
him to Italy. His father accordingly 
determined that he should go to Na- 
ples, 

Before his departure, however, ‘an 
Attempt being made by a Portuguese, 
to establish an Italian opera in l^blin, 
MichaeFB father was induced to allow 
him to take the part of the Count, in ‘‘La 
Buona Figliola.” The house was crowd- 
ed, and Michael received great ap- 
plause. He had a powerful treble voice, 
rouounced Italian well, was tall for 
is age, and acquitted himself beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of his 
friends. The poverty of the Portu- 
guese, however, caused bis speculation 
to fail. “ Cymoii ' being soon after re- 
vived at Crow Street Theatre, Michael 
Kelly played that character for three 
nights, and on the fourth, Lionel, in 
“ Lionel and Clarissa,” for his beneft, 
to a crowded house. 

On the 1st of May 1779, he left 
Dublin for Naples. Although not fif- 
teen, he had earned suflScient money to 
pay for bis voyage to Italy, and for his 
maintenance and musical education for 
some time after his arrival there. 

Having letters to Sir William Ha- 
milton, Mr Kelly waited upon him at 
Naples, and was very kindly received. 
By Sir William, he was introduced to 
Finerolli, of whom he became a pupil, 
and under whom he laboured with as- 
siduity. Accident, however, having 
thrown him in the way of Signor Gui- 
seppe Avrile, who was allowed to be 
the greatest singer and musician of the 
day, that master thought so well of his 
abilities, that he offered to take him to 
Palermo, and instruct him without any 


remuneration* This was too excellent 
a proposition to be declined. 

On arriving at Palermo, Signor Avrile 
appropriated an apartment in his own 
house to hts young pupil, who studied ' 
between five and six hours ever^ day, 
and whose voice gradually fell into a 
tenor. He was received into all the 
musical parties of the place, and expe- 
rienced great attention from a number 
of persons of rank and consequence. 

Having completed his musical edu- 
cation under Signor Avrile, his kind 
and liberal master gave him a powerful 
recommendation to Campigli, the ma^* 
nager of the Pergola theatre in Flo- 
rence, and a kind of agent to every lta» 
lian opera in Eniope, On his arrival 
at Leghorn, he became acquainted with 
Signor and Signora Storace, was intro* 
duced by them to the British Consul, 
and several mercantile men of import- 
ance, and was induced to give a con- 
cert, which was productive of both ap*? 
plausc and profit. 

At Florence, Mr Kelly obtained, 
through the interest of Campigli, an 
engagement as first comic-tenor at the 
Teairo Nuovo. Having a letter of re- 
commendation to Lord Cowper, he de- 
livered it, was received with great kind-? 
ness, invited to Lord and Lady Cow- 
per’s parties, and consequently soon be- 
came acquainted with everybody worth 
knowing in the place. 

The opera in which Mr Kelly was 
to make his was “ II Francese 

in Italia.” He was to play the French- 
man, and as it was a good part, was ad- 
vised to take some lessons in acting ; 
and for that purpose was introduced by 
Lord Cowper to Laschi, who had been 
the greatest actor of the day, but was 
at that time living in retiremeiit. Las- 
chi undertook to instruct him ; and did 
it con arnore. 

The eventful night fixed for his ap- 
pearance at length aiTivcd. Mr Kelly 
was the first British male singer who 
had ever sung in Italy, or indeed ou 
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the contment. His reception was most 
Mattering ; and he was encored in two 
of songs and a duet. All the Eng- 
^ Ksh in Florence made a point of being 
pl!<esent ; and among them the late Pre- 
tender. 

While performing at Florence, Mr 
Kelly received a letter from Mr Linley, 
the father-in-law of Mr Sheridan, and 
joint patentee with him in Drury-Lane 
Theatre, offering him an engagement 
for five years as first singer; and he 
was on the point of writing his answer 
of acceptance, when he received ano- 
ther letter from Mr Linley, stating, that 
he must reluctantly decline entering 
into any such engagement, as he had 
received a prohibition from Mr Kelly’s 
father, who even threatened to take le- 
gal means to prevent it, which Mr Kel- 
ly’s being under age allowed him to do. 

His engagement at Florence having 
terminated, Mr Kelly obtained an en- 
gagement for the Teatro Saint Moise, 
at Venice, as first tenor singer in the 
comic opera. On his airival there he 
found, to his great mortification and dis- 
may, that the manager, being unable to 
make the deposit required by the se- 
nate, had decamped. In a few days, 
however, he met, by great good fortune, 
with La Signora Beniiii, a name well 
known all over Italy, as that of the first 
comic singer and actress of the day. 
She told him that she was going to set 
off soon for Germany, being engaged as 
priina bufta for the autumn and carni- 
val at Gratz, the capital of Styria ; that 
she had that morning received a letter 
from the manager, requesting her to 
engage some one capable of filling the 
plt^e of first tenor singer, and that, if 
he chose to go, she would give him a 
seat in her carriage, and pay his ex- 
penses. Mr Kelly, of course, accepted 
the ^ffer with great delight. 

At Gratz resided a number of Irish 
officers, among whom #ere Generals 
Dillon, Dalton, and Kavenah, wlio did 
all in tlieir jmwer to befriend their coun- 


tryman ; but independently of them, the 
applause which he rec^ved on his first 
appearance, which was in “ La vera 
Costauza,” greatly exceeded his expec- 
tations. He afterwards peiformed the 
Prince inGretry’s opera of ♦^Selima and 
Azof.” In the midst, however, of a 
most successful career, Mr Kelly caught 
a dreadful cold, which confined him to 
his bed, and deprived his voice of all 
ower, or rather of all intonation. When 
e attempted to sing, his voice was so 
sharp as to be near a note above the 
instruments ; and although he could dis- 
tinguish the monstrous difference, he 
could not by any effort correct it. He 
was obliged to give up singing at the 
theatre, and was completely wretched. 
His complaint baffled the skill of all the 
faculty in Gratz, and he was advised 
to return to the mild and genial air of 
Italy, as affording him the only chance 
of recovering his voice. 

Half heart-broken, he took a melan- 
choly leave ofal 1 his kind and dear friends, 
and set off on his return to Venice. 
Having gradually regained his voice, 
he made an engagement as tenor singer 
with the manager of the tlieatre at 
Brescia, who was in Venice, forming a 
company to open with a comic opera 
at the approaching fair there, which is 
one of the greatest in Italy. The 
Painter, in the opera of ‘‘ J1 Pittore 
I^arigino,” was the character assigned 
to Mr Kelly, and in which he gave 
great satisfaction. 'J'he proprietor of 
the theatre, however, having made cer- 
tain amatory proposals to La Ortobella, 
the beautiful prima donna of the com- 
pany, which she rejected, became jea- 
lous of Mr Kelly, and threatened him 
with assassination ; in consequeii(‘e of 
which some of Mr Kelly’s friemds, who 
knew the deadly and implacable cha- 
racter of the man, advised him to with- 
draw himself privately from Brescia, 
and repair to Verona, which he accord- 
ingly did. 

At Veroxia Mr Kelly gave a concert, 
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the receipts of which were very satis- 
factory to him ; and, as good fortune 
never comes alone, he received a letter 
the next morning from Signor Giani, 
the manager pf Treviso, offeru^him an 
engagement six weeks, whicITbe ac- 
cepted ; and while there, concluded an 
engagement for four months to perform 
at Count Pepoli’s private theatre at 
Venice, with La Signora Teresa de 
Petris, reputed to be the greatest dil- 
lettante singer in Europe. Before liis 
departure, however, Mr Kelly visited 
Parma, where the archduchess treated 
him with marked kindness and conde- 
scension. 

The performances at Count Pepoli’s 
private theatre at Venice were brilliant- 
ly attended. In the course of them Mr 
Kelly was sent for by Count Durazsso, 
the Austrian ambassador, who had been 
directed by his Imperial master to col- 
lect a company of Italian singers for a 
comic opera to be given at the court of 
Vienna. As soon as his engagement at 
Venice terminate<i, he concluded an 
engagement for a year with Count Du- 
razzo, and repaired to Vienna. 

Vienna, Mr Kelly found a moat de- 
lightful residence. His reception was 
highly gratifying. The Emperor, Jo- 
seph IL, accompanied by his brother, 
Maximilian, the Archbishop of Co- 
logne, were present at the performance, 
and evinced their approbation by the 
applause they bestowed. At that time, 
the court of Vienna was perhaps the 
most brilliant in Europe. The theatrcj 
which forms part of the royal palace, 
was crowded with a blaze of beauty and 
fashion. All ranks of society were 
doatingly fond of music, and most of 
them perfectly understood the sciencje. 
Mr Kelly was fortunate enough to ol>- 
tain introductions to the best society ; 
his salary amply supplied his wants and 
wishes, and the public received him 
well whenever he appeared on the stage. 
While at Vienna, Mr Kelly went and 
spent three days with Haydn, at Eisen* 


Btadt, the palace of Prince Esterhazy ; 
and afterwards was introduced to that 
prodigy of genius, Mozart; an event 
which he considered as one of the great^ 
est gratifications of bis musical life? 
Mozart conferred on Mr Kelly what 
the latter deemed a high compliment. 
Mr Kelly had composed a little melody 
to Metastasio’s canzonetta “ Grazie ag- 
Tinganni tuori,” which was a great fo- 
vourite wherever he sang it. It was 
very simple, but it pleased Mozart; 
and he composed some very beautiful 
variations to it. 

During Mr Kelly s residence at Vi- 
enna, L’Abbate Casti, the celebrated 
author of the Animali Parlantiy re- 
ceived the Emperor’s commands, ex- 
pressed in the shape of wishes, to write 
an opera ; for which the no less cele- 
brated Paesiello was to compose the 
music. When this drama, which was 
called II Re Teodoro,” was com- 
pleted, Casti declared that there was 
no person in the company at Vienna 
(not otherwise employed in the opera) 
capable of playing the character of GaN 
ferio, the King’s secretary ; written 
avowedly as a satire on General Paoli, 
and drawn with a masterly hand. It 
was decided, therefore, by the <lirectors 
of the theatre, to send immediately to 
Venice, to engage Signor Blasi, at any 
price, to come and play it. In the in- 
terim, however, Casti happened to hear 
Mr Kelly, at a i>rivate party, sing a 
canzonetta, in imitation of the tremu** 
lous voice and extraordinary gesture 
and sliake of the head of an old miser 
of the name of Varesi, living at Vien- 
na ; and immediately declared that ho 
was the very man to act GafFerio. The 
opera was brought out ; Mr Kelly play- 
ed GafFerio ; overflowing houses bore 
testimony to the merits of the piece ; 
and the Emperor was so delighted with 
Mr Kelly’s performance, that he im- 
mediately increased his salary. 

The following whimsical anecdote, 
which we relate in Mr Kelly's own 
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while it shows the foppery, ex- 
disable enough, into which youth and 
ihe applause that he everywhere met 

C had betrayed him, exhibits, in a 
er highly honourable to his charac- 
ter» his good temper and good sense : 

, ** At this period of my life I was ra- 
ther vain, and very fond of fine clothes ; 
indeed my greatest expense was tlie 
decoration of my precious person. I 
wore every evening full dress embroi- 
dered coats, either gold, silver, or silk. 
I wore two watches, (as was the cus- 
tom of the country,) and a diamond 
ring on each of my little fingers. Thus 
de^ed out, 1 had not of course fhe 
least appearance of a Paddy. While 
sitting one evening in tlie Milan coffee- 
house, reading the Vienna Gazette, two 
gentlemen entered, and seated them- 
selves opposite to me to take their cof- 
fee^ ‘One of them said to the other, 
with a most implacable Irish brogue, 
< Arrab, blood and thunder, hike at 
that fellow sitting opposite to us (mean- 
ing me) ; did you ever see such a jack- 
daw?’ — < Really,’ answered his com- 
panion, (who 1 perceived was an Eng- 
lishman,) ‘ the fellow does not seem to 
be on bad terras with hims(‘lf/ — ‘ Look 
;at his long lace iiifHes,’ said my coun- 
tryman ; < I suppose he wears ruffles 
to mark his gentility.’ — I continued 
reading my gazette, but when the cri- 
tique on my long lace ruffles was ended, 
I laid down the paper, and tucked them 
up under the cuffs of my coat ; not 
looking at the gentlemen, or seeming to 
take any notice of them. — ‘ But now do 
luke^^ continued the persevering brogue- 
neer ; * what a display he is making of 
hi^i rings ; I suppose tie thinks Ik* will 
(dazzle our eyes a bit,’ — Upon this^ I 
deliberately took off my rings, and pul 
them into my pocket ; at the same time, 
fixing a steady look at my critics, I 
told them in English, that ^ if there 
were any other part of Aiy dress at all 
disagreeable to them, I should have the 
greatest pleasure in altering it in any 
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way they might suggest. —The Irisli^ 
man (improbable as it may appear) 
blushed ; and the Englishman said, ^ Ho 
hoped I would not feel an offence where 
none was , meant.’ — I * Certainly 

not;’ tJWf to prove my slhcerity, re- 
quested them to take part of a bowl uf 
punch, and drink our sovereign King 
George’s health, and towards our bet- 
ter acquaintance ; and thus, in despite 
of lace ruffles and diamond rbigs, 
introduced ourselves to one another. 
My Irish friend, I found, was a Doctor 
O’Rourke, from the county of Down, 
who bad only tlie day before arrived 
from Prague, where he had been for 
many yeai*8 a medical practitioner ; and 
in my new English acquaintance, I had 
the pleasure to find the eccentric walk- 
ing Stewart, so named from having 
walked almost all over the world ; and 
whose pedestrian exploits were univer- 
sally spoken of.” 

A number of foreign princes, among 
whom were the Due de Deux Fonts, 
the Elector of Bavaria, ^c, having come 
to visit the Emperor, the latter signi- 
fied his wish to nave two grand serious 
operas, lioth the composition of Che- 
valier Gluck, — L’lplngenia, in Taii- 
ride,” and “ L’Alceste,” ]>ro(lu(‘cd ua- 
(ier the direction of the c<nii|)os«*r. In 
the former piece (xluck cast Mr Kelly 
for Pylades, luid instructed him hims(*lf 
in the part. 

Soon afterwards, ^dozart’s Nozze 
di Figaro” was brought out. Its suc- 
cess knoivn to evf‘ry one. Of all who 
performed in it on its first repr(‘seiita- 
tion, Mr Kelly was tlie last survivor. 

Mr Kelly having rei eived a letter 
from his father in Dublin, stating that 
his mother was in a declining state of 
health, and that it was her(*arnest wish 
tJiat he should return to Dublin, if only 
for a few months, asked leave of ab- 
sence for six montlis, for that purpose, of 
the emperor. His Majesty graciously 
ordered him to take leave for Uvelve 
months, adding, that his salary should 
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be continued for that period ; and giving 
liim permission to accept of any engage- 
ment in London that he might consider 
beneficial. 

A dispute, followed by mutual blows, 
in which Mt Kelly was unavoidably 
involved witli two Austrian noblemen, 
one of whom suspected him of having 
supplanted him in the affections of a 
lady of rank, was brought under the 
cogidzaiice of the Emperor, who dis- 
missed the offenders from the army. 
On the next appearance of Mr K«ll^ 
on the stage, the plaudits of the audi- 
ence testified their approbation of his 
conduct. 

In the first week of Febiiiary 1787, 
Mr Kelly quitted Vienna, with a heart 
full of grief and gratitude ; and after 
various adventures, embaiked at Bou- 
logne, landed at Dover, and reacnied 
London, for the first time in his life, op 
the 18th of March. 

Having agreed with Mr Linley, for 
the remainder of the season at Drury 
Lane, Mr Kelly made his deduf, in the 
part of Lionel, on Friday the 20th of 
April 1787, and was most favourably 
received. liis next character was that 
of Young Meadows, in “ Love in a 
Village,” Daly, tlie patentee of the 
Theatre Royal in Crow Street, sent 
over to Mr Kelly an offer to perform 
at his theatre with Mrs Crouch for 
twelve nights, wliich was accepted. 

During the summer of this year, the 
grand commemoration of Handel, at 
which Mr Kelly assistei^to^ place in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Soon after, Mr Kelly received the 
melancholy news of his poor mother’s 
death. Anxious, however, to see his 
father and family, he set off for Dub- 
lin on the 8th of June, having previous- 
ly entered into an engagement with the 
proprietors of Drury Lane for the en- 
suing season, stipulating not to perform 
more than three times a-week. His 
father and he were of course delighted 
to see each other. On the 22d of June, 


Mr Kelly made his first appearance at 
Dublin, in Lionel, to a crowded hou#* 
His reception was highly gratifying ^ 
and, during his stay, he passed manir 
days in the delightful and hospitatd^ 
society of numerous and kind friends* 

From Dublin Mr Kelly and Mrs 
Crouch proceeded to York, where tlwey 
had been engaged by the eccentric 
Tate Wilkinson, to perform during the 
race week ; after wliicli they played four 
nights at Leeds, and another fotu* at 
Wakefield. 

In September, Mr Kelly returned to 
bis duties at Dniry-Lane. When his 
twelvemonth’s leave of absence from 
Vienna had expired, be wrote to Prince 
Rosenlmrg a respectful letter, request- 
ing him to lay before his Majesty the 
Emperor, his humble duty and grateful 
thanks for the many bounties bestowed 
on him ; but adding, that his fatheris 
state of health induced him to remain 
in England. There were, however, 
other reasons for his not returning to 
Vienna, more potent than filial duty. 

In the summer of 1788, Mr Kelly 
went to Liverpool, Manchester, CheSM 
ter, and Birmingham, in company with 
Mrs Crouch, and they reaped a plenti- 
ful harvest. Returning to Drury Lane,^ 
Ml* K^lly appeai'ed as Ferdinand, in 

The Tempest,” and subsequently ao 
Lord William, in Cobb s new opera of 

The Haunted Tower,” which waa 
played for fifty nights. He was also 
engaged by the noble directors of the 
Ancient Concerts, as principal tenor# 
The concerts were then held in Tot- 
tenham Street, and their late majesties 
and the royalJipily were constant" at- 
tendants. 

In the ^mer of 1789, Mr Kelly 
and Mrs Croucli visited Dublin, Cork, 
Limerick, and Liverpool, and had a 
jileasant and profitable campaign. In 
the month of October, there was a 
grand musical, ^atival at Norwich, at 
which Jjli^eHy 
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In August, 1790, Mr Kelly, accom- 

? anted by Mr and Mrs Crouch, visited 
^aris* On their way, they stopped a 
few days at Margate. Some ladies of 
were making a eollection for a 
jpeor girl who had been deprived by an 
wcident of the use of her limbs, and 
was reduced to the greatest distress. 
Kelly proposed to Mrs Crouch, that 
they should get up the Beggar’s Opera, 
ut the Margate theatre, for the benefit 
of the distressed girl. In this benevo- 
lent scheme they were joined by Mr 
Johnstone, familiarly called Jack John- 
stone; the theatre was crowded, and 
the receipts, with various liberal pre- 
sents, were invested in an annuity, which 
produced the object of this active kind- 
ness a comfortable subsistence for the 
remainder of her life. 

At Paris, the party remained six 
weeks ; saw everything worth seeing, 
and went every night to one of the 
theatres. Having fully satisfied their 
curiosity, they returned in safety to 
England. 

In the summer and autumn of 1791, 
Mr Kelly assisted at the musical festi- 
vals of York and Newcastle, and per- 
formed on several days at York- 
The next season, the Dniry-Lane 
company occupied the King’s theatre, 
until the new Drury-Lane theati^e could 
be completed for them. On Mr Kel- 
ly’s recommending the piece to Mr 
Sbeiidan, Cymon” was brought out, 
the character of Cymon by Mr Kelly. 
The Cupid, on this occasion, and who 
was selected for the purpose by Mr 
Kelly, was Edmund Kean, whose ge- 
nius has since rendered him so deser- 
vedly celebrated. 

In the summer of ITv? Mr Kelly 
went to Paris, to see what he could 
pick up in the way of dramatic novelty 
for Drury-Lane. It was a period of 
fearful interest in that city. Mr 
Kel^ witnessed the l^fii^ng back of 
the King and Que^en U Prance, after 


they bad been thwarted in their at* 
tempt to escape. 

On returning to En^and, Mr Kelly 
immediately repaired to Oxford, at the 
musical festival of which be was enga- 
ged to sing. He afterwards, in com- 
pany with Mrs Crouch, (who, a short 
time before, had separated from her 
husband,) visited Worcester and Bir- 
mingham, and returned to London for 
the opening of the winter theatrical 
season. 

JEarly in 1793, Mr Sheridan (who 
had entered into ah arrangement with 
Mr Taylor, the proprietor of the Opera 
House, to cany on Italian operas twice 
a-wcek) appointed Mr Kelly and Sig- 
nor Storace joint directors of tlie Ita- 
lian opeia. In the summer and autumn 
of the same year, Mr Kelly and Mrs 
Crouch fulfilled engagements at Bir- 
mingham, Manc^l^e8ter, Chester, Shrews- 
bury, Worcester, Liverpool, and Dub- 
lin. 

At the first representation of Lo- 
doiska” at the new Drury-Lane thea- 
tre, Mr Kelly and Mrs Crouch had 
nearly become the victims of an acci- 
dent. In the last scene, when Mrs 
Crouch was in the burning castle, tlie 
wind blew the fiames close to her; 
but still she had sufiicient fortitude 
not to move from her situation. See- 
ing her in such peril, Mr Kelly ran 
up the bridge, which was at a great 
height from the ground, towards the 
tower, in order to rescue her. Just 
as he was quitting the platform, a car- 
withdrew one of its 
supporters. Down Mr Kelly fell ; and 
at the same moment the fiery tower, in 
which was Mrs Crouch, sank, with a 
violent crash ; and she screamed with 
terror. Providentially, Mr Kelly was 
not hurt by his fall, and catchmg Mrs 
Crouch in bis arms, scarcely knowing 
what he was doing, he carried her to 
the front of the stage, a considerable 
distance. The applause was loud and 
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continued. In fact, had the scene been 
rehearsed as it happened, it could not 
have produced a greater effect; and 
ever after Mr Kelly bore Mrs Crouch 
to the front df the stage in a similar 
manner. 

On the 2d of July a new musical 
piece was produced, entitled, The 
glorious First of June,” written by Mr 
Cobh, for the benefit of the widows of 
the brave men who fell on that day. 
Mr Kelly and Signor Storace gave it 
some new songs. Mr Kelly had to»re- 
pi*esent the character of Frederick ; and 
as he was much employed in writing 
the music, he begged Mr Sheridan (who 
contributed many speeches to the piece) 
to make as short a part for him, and 
with as little speaking as possible. Mr 
Sheridan assured him he would. In the 
scene in which Frederick came on to 
sing, “ When in war on the ocean we 
meet the proud foe,” there was a cot- 
tage in the distance, at which, the stage 
direction said, Mr Kelly was to look 
earnestly for a moment or two ; and 
the line which he had then to speak was 
this : — 

“ There stands my Louisans cot- 
tage ; she must be either in it, or out 
of it.” 

The song began immediately, and 
not another word was there in the 
whole part. This sublime and solitary 
speech produced a loud laugh from the 
audience. When the piece was over, 
Mr Sheridan came into the green-room, 
and complimented Mr Kelly on his 
quickness, and on his being so perfect 
in his part, “ which,” the wit added, 

considering the short time you had 
to study it, was ti-uly astonishing !” 

During the Leith races, Mr Kelly 
was engaged to play at Edinburgh, and 
having good introductions, spent his 
time there very pleasantly. He after- 
wards made the tour of the English 
lakes ; and then performed for a few 
nights at Lancaster, and subsequently 
at Birmingham. 


m 

Madame Banti, the next season, took 
for her benefit at the opera, GluckV 
grand serious opera of Alcesle.” Mr' 
Taylor and Madame Banti made a 
quest to Mr Sheridan to give Mr 
Kelly permission to act the principal 
part in the opera, which he had so 
often performed at Vienna, under the 
tuition of the great composer. Per^ 
mission having been granted, the opera 
made so great a hit, that Mr Taylor, 
with the consent of Mr Sheridan, en- 
gaged Mr Kelly for twenty nights. At 
this period, and indeed for many years, 
Mr Kelly was honoured with the par- 
ticular notice of his late Grace of 
Queensberry. 

Mr Kelly's first appearance in Eng- 
land, as a composer, was in Febiniary, 
1797, when was produced an inte- 
resting musical entertainment, called, 
‘‘ A Friend in Need,” written by 
Prince Hoare, which met with uni- 
versal approbation. He also composed 
the music for Monk Lewis’s Castle 
Spectre.” For the same author, Mr 
Kelly, at various subsequent periods, 
composed the music of Adalmom 
the Outlaw,” The Wood Demon,” 
‘‘ Venoni,” “ Adelgitha,” and “ One o'- 
clock.” Having received the com- 
mands of his present Majesty, then 
Prince of Wales, to compose a simple 
ballad for him, Mr Kelly applied to 
his friend Lewis to write the wordsy 
which he did ; and the song became 
very popular. 

The success of the Castle Spectre” 
gave rise to the drama of Blue Beard.” 
The programme of the French romance 
of that name Mr Kelly had brought 
with him from France ; the piece was 
written by Mr George Colman, and 
the music was composed by Mr Kelly. 
It was performed in January 179B, 
Mr Kelly played Selim. At the end 
of the piece, when Blue Beard is slain 
by Selim, a ludicrous scene took place. 
Where Blue Beard sank under the stage, 
a skeleton was to rise, which, when 
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seen bjr audience, was to sink arain ; 

but not one inch would the skeleton 
descend. Mr Kelly, who had just been 
killing Blue Beard, totally foi^etting 
where he was, ran up with his drawn 
Sahre, and pummelled the poor skele- 
ton’s head with all his might, vocifera- 
ting until its disappearance, loud enough 
to be heard by the whole house, “ D — n 
you I d — n you I why don’t you go 
down ?” The audience were roaring 
. with laughter ; but good-naturedly ap- 
peared to enter into the feelings of an 
infuriated composer. The next day 
the piece was curtailetl ; the scenery 
and machinery were perfect ; and on 
its second representation Blue Beard 
was received with unqualified appro- 
bation. 

In the succeeding summer, Mr Kelly 
accepted an engagement for part of the 
season at the Little Theatre iu the 
Haymarket, in order to introduce a 
pupil of Mrs Crouch’s, a Miss Grif- 
fiths, who played Polly to Mr Kelly’s 
Macheatfa, and Clarissa to his Lionel* 
The next musical piece tliat Mr 
Kelly produced at Drury Lane was in 
conjunction with Mr Dussek the ce- 
lebrated piano-forte player. Mr Dus- 
sek composed die serious part of it, 
Mr Kelly the comic. The piece, which 
was from the French, was entitled, 
The Captive of Spilburg.” It was 
ably adapted to the English stage by 
Prince Hoare, and had a run of seven., 
teen nights. 

The great sums of money produced 
to the theatre by “ Blue Beaid,” in- 
duced the Drury Lane proprietors to 
prevail on Mr Colman to write a musi- 
cal afterpiece, to vie with it in splen- 
dour. This piece was entitled Feu- 
dal Times; or the Banquet Gallery.” 
Mr Kelly composed th^ whole of the 
music for it. Although performed for 
many nights, it was hy. no means so 
succ^ful as « Blue 
In May 1799, Mr Sheridan’s cele- 
brated play of “ PizaiTo” was produ- 


ced ; the whole of the music in which 
was composed by Mr Kelly* The pro- 
crastination of the author rendered this 
a very painful task to Mr Kelly. 

“ Of Age To-morroif/’ by Mir T. 
Dibdin, was the next dt^iUttlic work 
for which Mr Kelly wrote the whole of 
the music, with the exception of the 
opening piece, which, he selected from 
Paesiello. This entertoiilinent proved 
very productive to the treasury. There 
was one ballad in it, sung by Miss 
Decamp, (now Mrs Charles Kemble,) 
‘‘ No, my love, no,” which became the 
most populai* song of the day, and was 
to be heard at the comer of every street 
for a long time afterwards. 

The 15th of May 1800 was a me- 
morable evening at Drury Lane Theatre. 
Cibber’s corned v of “ She would and 
she would not,’^ had been commanded 
by their late Majesties. On the King’s 
entering the box prepared for him, a 
man in the front row of the pit stood 
up on the bench, and fired a pistol at 
him. The whole audience was of 
course in an uproar ; but his Majesty 
exhibited the utmost coolness. On 
hearing the report of the pistol, he re- 
tired a pace or two, stopped, stood 
firmly for an instant, then came forward 
to the front of the box, put his opera- 
lass to bis eye, and looked round the 
oose without the smallest appearance 
of alarm or discomposure. ’[Ime Lord 
Chamberlain, who was in attendance 
behind his Majesty, apprehensive of 
some further attack, respectfully re- 
quested him to retire from the box into 
an adjoining room. The King’s an- 
swer was, ^r, you discompose me as 
well as yourselh I Bhall not stir one 
step.” The Queen and Princesses then 
entered the box, ignorant of the cause 
of tlie hubbub. Hadfield, the ruffian 
who committed the crime, was seixed 
by the performers in the orchestra, and 
draped over its spikes into the music 
room, which was under the stage ; tbe 
audience from all parts vociferating, 
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Bring forward the aasassin, bring him 
on the stage ; abow biro, show him/’ 
Mr Kelly was iM: that moment on tbe 
stage ; the Queen called him to her, 
and ai^ed bil» if the man was in cus- 
tody* Mt Kelly told her Majesty that 
he waa; and then came forward and 
addressed the audience, assuring them 
that the culprit was in sale keepings 
and was at that time undergoing an ex- 
amination. This information produced 
tranquillity. God save the King” 
was called for, and received with shodts 
of applause, waving of hats, &c. At 
tbe end of the play it was again de- 
manded by the whole house ; and while 
the company were singing it, a paper 
was sent to Mr Kelly by Mr Sheridan, 
with a veme which be bad written on 
the spur of the moment. It was handed 
by Mrs Jordan to Mr Kelly, who sang 
it, although with an agitated voice; 
and it was three times repeated, with 
the most rapturous approbation. 

On the 29th of April, 1800, Miss 
Baillie’s “ De Montfort,” for which 
Mr Kelly composed the music, was 
produced at Drury Lane Theatre ; but 
after a few nights it was withdrawn. A 
similar want of success attended a mu- 
sical afterpiece called “ The Gipsy 
Prince,” written for the Haymarket 
Theatre by Mr Thomas Moore, for 
which Mr Kelly composed the music, 
and which was performed in July, 1801. 

In the same year, Mr Kelly entered 
into a new kind of speculation. At the 
comer of Market Lane, ^ow no longer 
in existence,) in Pall Mall, there was 
an old house, almost falling, the lease 
of which had sixteen yeail^ to rua, and 
was to be sold. It was suggested to 
Mr Kelly, that he might make his for- 
tune by buying the lease of that house, 
putting it into thorough repair, and 
making a large shop in it, in which to 
sell his own compositions. It was like- 
wise observed to him, that he might 
have a door opening to the stage of the 
Opera House; and that all the sub- 
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soribers to the Opera, for the great con- 
venience of having a private passage 
and easy access to thew caniages and 
sedan-chairs, would most willingly sul^ 
scribe two guineas a-year each, which 
would amply reimburse him for the ex- 
pense. Mr Kelly accordingly pur- 
chased the lease of the house for five 
hundred guineas. Mr Kelly spared no 
cost, stocked the shop well with other 
music besides his own, engaged shop- 
men, porters, &c., and opened it to tne 
public on the Ist of January, 1802. 
The crowds of people who came to 
purchase music, by way (as they said) 
of bringing Mr Kelly go^ luck, were 
immense. When the subscription was 
opened for tbe opera visitors to get an 
easy access to their carriages, the lady- 
subscribers declared that it was delight- 
ful to have such an accommodation, and 
most of them immediately put down 
their names, but very few of them ever 
put down their rmney, although there 
was a considerable current expense for 
fires, lighting, and extra servants. Mr 
Kelly soon began to suspect that he 
was not fitted for what he had under- 
taken, and that his occupations at Drury 
Lane, Covent Garden, and the Hay- 
market, both as performer and as com- 
poser, besides being manager of the 
Italian Opera, and musical director at 
Drury Lane, and the Little Theatre in 
tbe Haymarket, would have been quite 
enough to engage his mind, without 
entering into a business which required 
unremitting attention paid to it from 
morning till night : but he was involved 
too deeply to retract. 

A musical afterpiece, entitled Ura- 
nia,” written by the Hon. William 
Spencer, and the music of which was 
the joint production of his brother, the 
Hon. John Spencer, and Mr Kelly, 
was performed at Drury Lane Theatre, 
in January, 1802, and was received 
witli uncommon applause. In the 
course of the same season, Mrs Billing- 
ton returned to England, after an ah- 
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ftence of several years, and was engaged 
at Druiry Lane and Covent Garden, to 
appi^r a certain number of nights at 
each Theatre. She went through her 
various operatical characters, in all of 
.which Mr Kelly performed with her, 
‘When Mrs Billington had her benefit 
at Drury Lane, the opera of “ AlgonaV 
was brought forwai*d, the drama by Mr 
Cobb, the music by Mr Kelly. It was 
successful 

Availing himself of the short peace, 
Mr Kelly, accompanied hy Viganoni, 
in the summer of 1802, visited Paris, 
where he met with a number of his 
friends, and enjoyed himself veiy much. 
While there, in conjunction with ano- 
ther gentleman, he engaged the cele- 
brated Winter to compose three Italian 
operas and three grand ballets for our 
opera. Mr Kelly agreed to pay half 
Winter’s remuneration for the exclusive 
right of publishing the music ; and had 
he not been pillaged, that arrangement 
alone would have been a fortune to him. 

At the commencement of the next 
season, the burletta of ‘‘ Midas” was 
revived at Dmry Lane Theatre, and 
met with unqualified approbation. Mr 
Kelly was Apollo. Before that period, 
the simple and pretty melody of Pray, 
Goody, please to moderate the rancour 
of your tongue,” had been always sung 
in a quick jig time. It struck Mr Kelly 
that the air would be better slower, and 
he, therefore, contrary to the opinion 
of Mr Kemble, and of all the perform- 
ers in the piece, as well as of the whole 
band in the orchestra, resolved to sing 
it in the andantino grazioso” style, 
and to add a repetition of the last bars 
of the air. The result was, that during 
the run of the piece, “ Pitiy, Goody,” 
never failed to obtain a loud and unani- 
mous encore. — Some time after, A 
House to be sold” was brought out at 
Dniry Lane, and rec€|ved with much 
appl$pse. Mr Kelly ;acted in it the 
manager of an Italian opera. — The next 


novelty was an historical musical drama, 
called the ‘‘ Hero of the North the 
music of which Mr Kelly composed ; 
and he also performed in it. It was 
received with distinguislicjj^ applause. — 
In July, Colman product his “ Lore 
laughs at Locksmiths,” for which Mr 
Kelly composed the music. The piece 
was strongly cast, and ran the whole of 
the season. 

During the theatrical recess in Lon- 
don, Ml’S Billington and Mr Kelly per- 
fdkmed together, with great success, 
at Edinburgh and Liver])ool 

Mr Kelly’s next musical production 
at Dmry Lane, was (hnderella ; or, 
the Glass Slipper.” It was produced 
in January, 1804, and was performed, 
during its first season, fifty-one nights, 

Mr Kelly batl retained his income 
to the Commissioners of the Income 
Tax at L.500, which they did not 
think sufficient, and sent him a sum- 
mons to appear before them on the 
next day of meeting. The following 
amusing conversation took place on the 
occasion . 

So, Mr Kelly,” said one of the 
Commissioners, “ you have I’eturned 
your income to us at L.500 ? You must 
have a very mean opinion of our under- 
standings, sir, to think that you could 
induce us to receive such a return ; 
when we are aware that your income, 
from your various professional engage- 
ments, must amount to twice or thrice 
that sum.” 

Sir,” said Mr Kelly ; I am free 
to confess I have erred in my retuni ; 
but vanity is the cause, and vanity is 
tlie badge of all my tribe. I have re- 
turned myself as having L.500 per an- 
num, when, in fact, I have not five 
hundred pence of certain income.” 

“ Pray, sir,” asked th» Commission- 
er, ‘‘ are you not stage-Uianager of the 
Opera House ?” 

Yes, sir,” answered Mr Kelly, 

« but there is not even a nominal sala- 
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ry attached to that office. I perform 
its duties to gratify my love of music.” 

Well, but, Mr Kelly,” continued 
his examiner, you teach ?” 

I do, sir/ replied Mr Kelly ; %but 
I have no pupils.” 

« I think, observed another gentle- 
man who had not spoken before, that 
you are an oratorio and concert singer ?” 

“ You are quite right,” said Mr Kel- 
ly to his new antagonist ; “ but I have 
no engagement.” ^ 

Well, but at all events,” remarked 
Mr Kelly's first inquisitor, you have 
a very good salary at Drury Lane ?” 

“ A very good one, indeed, sir,” 
answered Mr Kelly ; but then it is 
never paid.” 

But you have always a fine bene- 
fit, sir?” said the other, who seemed to 
know something of theatricals. 

‘‘ Always, sir,” was Mr Kelly’s re- 
ply ; hut the expenses attending it 
are very gi-eat ; and whatever profit re- 
mains after defraying them, is mortga- 
ged to liquidate debts incurred by build- 
ing my saloon. The fact is, sir, I am 
at present very like St (xeorge’s Hos- 
ital — supported by voluntaiy contri- 

UtiOT48.*' 

This unaffected expose, made the 
commissioners laugh , and the affair 
ended by their receiving Mr Kelly’s re- 
turn, The story is not very dissimilar 
to one told of Horne Tooke. 

In the year 1804, the Opera House 
was opened by Mr Francis Goold, who 
had been a school-fellow of Mr Kelly’s at 
the Rev. Dr Burke’s academy in Dublin. 
From the day of MrGoold’s entering on 
the management, until the day of his 
death, Mr Kelly was his stage-manager, 
and his confidential friend and adviser. 
On the 3d of July in the same year, Mr 
Kelly produced a musical piece, called 
the Ilunter of the Alps,” which ran 
thirty nights. In August, a piece was 
performed at the Haymarket, written 
by Colman, and called the “ Gay De- 
ceivers for which Mr Kelly compo- 


sed the music. He also composed tw6 
songs, which were introduced into To* 
bins’s admimhle play of the Honey* 
moon.” 

In January, 1805, « We fly by Night,” 
by Colman, was performed at Covent 
Garden ; and in May, “ Youth, Love, 
and Folly,” by Mr Dimond, was per- 
formed for Mr Kelly’s benefit. For 
both these pieces Mr Kelly composed 
the whole of the music. 

His management at the Opera this 
season was going on triumphantly. 
With Winter as a composer, Billington, 
Grassini, Vigarioni, an(lBraham,as sing- 
ei*8, and D'Egville as the ballet-master, 
success appeared certain. On account, 
however, of the length of the operas 
and ballets, and the difficulty of pre- 
vailing on the lady-singers to he ready 
to begin in time, the operas on Satur- 
days seldom finished till after twelve 
o’clock. The Bishop of London sent 
to inform Mr Kelly, that if the curtain 
did not drop before the twelfth hour, 
the license should be taken away, and 
the house shut up. Against his fiat 
there was no appeal, and many nights 
Mr Kelly was obliged to order the 
dropping of the curtain in the midst of 
an interesting scene in the ballet. For 
some time this passed off without no- 
tice; hut on Saturday, the 15th of 
June, the demon of discord suddenly 
appeared in this hitherto undisturbed 
region of harmony. The curtain fell 
before twelve o’clock, just as Des Hayes 
and Parisot were dancing a popular 
pas-de-deux. An universal outcry of 
« Raise the curtain ! Finish the ballet !” 
resounded from all parts of the house. 
Hissing, hooting, yelling (in which most 
of the ladies of quality joined) com- 
menced. D’Egville was called for, and 
asked why he allowed the curtain to 
drop before the conclusion of the ballet. 
He affirmed that he had directions from 
Mr Kelly to do so. Mr Kelly was 
then summoned on the stage, and re- 
ceived a volley of hisses, veilings, 
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He stood it all fimily ; bot, at last, 
thinking to appease the tumult, he in- 
fanned the audience that an order had 
been receired from the Bishop of Lon- 
don; to conclude the performance before 
midnight. Some person from the third 
Mer of boxes, who appeared to be a 
principal spokesman, called out, ‘‘ You 
Know, Kelly, that you are telling a lie.’* 
Mr Kelly turned round very coolly, 
and looldng up at the box whence the 
lie came, said, “ You are at a very con- 
venient distance : come down on the 
stage, and use that language again, if 
you dare 1” lliis retort was received 
by tbe audience with a loud burst of 
applause, and auniversal cry of Bravo, 
bravo, Kelly ! well replied I Turn that 
fellow out of the boxes 1” The gentle- 
man left tbe boxes ; but did not think 
proper to make his appearance on the 
stage. This was a lucky turn for Kelly, 
but did not satisfy tixe rioters; for, 
finding their mandate to draw up the 
curtain and finish the ballet disregarded, 
they threw all the cliairs out of tbe 
boxes into the pit, tore up the benches, 
destroyed the diandeliers, jumped into 
the orchestra, smashed the piano-forte, 
and broke all the instruments of the 
poor unoffending performers. Having 
achieved deeds so worthy of a polished 
nation, they quitted the scene of their 
despoliation with shouts of victory ; hut 
there was a finale to the drama which 
they did not expect. Mr Goold iden- 
tified some of the ringleaders, and com- 
menced actions against thmn for da- 
mages, which it cost them many hun- 
dreds of pounds to compromise. 

The autumn of tbe year 1805 was 
deeply embittered to Mr Kelly by the 
illness and death of Mrs Crouch. Tbe 
latter event so overpowered him, that 
jhe obtained leave of absence from Drury 
SMm for two months, which time be 
epent at Wroxton Abj^y with the late 
liOrd Guildford, from whom, he expe- 
rienced tlie greatest consolation and 
kindness. 


His furlough having expired, Mr 
Kelly took his departure for London, 
and played Henry in “ The Deserter.” 
On his first appearance, he was received 
wit)|[ kind and sympathetic applause by 
his friends and the audimice; but he 
took a thorough dislike to tlie stage, 
and resolved to quit it as soon as he 
had made some necessary arrangements 
to enable him to do so. In the interim, 
he composed tlie music to the splendid 
sppctacle of “ The Forty Thieves,” pro- 
duced at Drury Lane, in April, 1806, 
which bad a very' great run ; and in tlie 
same season^ in conjunction with At- 
wood, composed for Covent Garden an 
operatic play, called Adrian and Or- 
rilla.” 

In May, 1807, Mr Dimond s operatic 
piece, in two acts, called “ The Young 
Hussar,” was produced at Drury I^ane 
Theatre. Mr Kelly composed the music 
to it. In the summer of the same yeai* 
he accompanied Madame Catalani to 
Dublin, liaving been engaged by Mr 
Jones, the proprietor of the Dublin 
Theatre, to make up an Italian company 
for the Rotunda, and the Dublin Thea- 
tre. Mr Kelly had a hearty recep- 
tion, both on tlie stage and in private, 
from his generous countrymen. 

After spending a delightful and pro- 
ductive summer, Mr Kelly returned to 
London in September. In May, 1 808, 
Mr Cumberland produced, at Drury 
Lane, a piece entitled The Jew of 
Mogadore to which Mr Kelly com- 
posed tlie music. On the 13th of June 
ne bad Semiramide,*’ in whichMadame 
Catalani perfiH'med, for his benefit ; and 
on the 17th of June, 1 808, be played 
in No Song, no Supper ;** which was 
bk last a^arance on the Drury Lane 
stage ; where he had been the principal 
male singer for twenty years. With 
bis characteristic modesty, however, Mr 
Kelly did not think himself of sufficient 
cons^uence to take a formal leave of 
the public. He then made an arrange- 
ment with Mr Sheridan to be musical 
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cliiwctor of Drury Lan« Theatre, and 
to continue stage-manager of the Opeia 
House. 

Some time previous to his retirement 
from Drury ii^ne stage, Mr Kelly had 
made MadAm Catalan! a promise to 
accompany IJir, for the second time, to 
Dublin ; which he did in August, 1808. 
After performing six nights at Dublin, 
they performed six nights at Cork ; a 
few nights at Limerick, and six more 
in Dublin. Mr Kelly returned to Lon- 
don in September, * 

On the 24th of February, 1809, 
Drury Lane Theatre was destroyed by 
fire. Mr Kelly, who had been dining 
with some friends in the neighbourhood, 
Iiad the poignant grief not only of be- 
holding the magnificent structure burn- 
ing with merciless fury, but of know- 
ing that all the scores of the operas 
which he had composed for the Theatre, 
the labour of many years, were then 
consuming. 

In October, Mr Arnold brought out 
at tne Lyceum a musical piece of his 
own writing, entitleil, “ The Jubilee.” 
Mr Kelly composed the music, and it 
ran a number of niglits. In the season 
of 1811, Mr Kelly composed the music 
for a musical drama, called Gustavus 
Vasa,” brought out at Covent Garden ; 
anodier musical drama, called The 
Peasant Boy,” brought out at the Ly- 
ceum ; a ballet of Dee Hayes’s produc- 
tion at the Opera House ; and an his- 
torical play, called “ The Royal Oak,” 
performed at the Haymarket, The 
summer of that year Mr Kelly passed 
at Wroxton, with his kind friend, Lord 
Guildford, and joined in the private 
theatricals, which formed one of the 
amusements of that hospitable mansibh. 
In autumn, Mr K^lly proceeded to 
Dublin, to fulfil an enga^ment be had 
made with the manager of that theatre. 
On the 5th of September, 1811, he 
made his last appearance on any stage, 
on the stage where he had made his 
first appearance, when a boy, in 1770. 


WhenMr Kelly reached Shrewsfmry, 
on his way from Holyhead to London^ 
happening to take up a London News^* 
paper, be read in "the Gassette thes^ 
portbntoits words: ** Bankrupt; Mi- 
chael Kelly, of Pkll-Mall, music-seller,” 
An anttcruttcenient so unexpected com* 
founded him. He instantly wrote to 
his principal man of business, who had 
the manaigemept of all his money irons** 
actions, to know by whom the docket 
was struck, but received no answer. 
It afterwards turned out, that this per- 
son, who had been recommended to Mr 
Kelly by a particular friend, and who, 
when he came into Mr Kelly’s employe 
was a poor man, having amply stocked 
himself with everything, ,v««s c^remonie, 
took himself abroad, and « ne’er was 
heard of more.” When Mr Kelly ar- 
rived in town, be found that the docket 
had been struck a^inst him by a par-» 
ticular friend of tnis personas, on ac- 
count of a dishonoured bill, Mr Kelly’s 
solicitor having looked into his affaii*s, 
and having found that he was much 
more deeply involved than he was aware 
of, advised him, though his property 
ought to have paid all demands three 
times over, and though he might have 
superseded the commission, to let^the 
bankruptcy take its course. He did 
so; and the stock in his saloon was 
disposed of for one-tenth of its value ! 

In November, 1812, a musical piece 
called Illusion,” written by Mr Ar- 
nold, fw which Mr Kelly composed 
the music, was brought out very suc- 
cessfully at Drury Lane. In January j 
1818, Mr Coleridge’s tragedy of “ Re- 
morse” was produced. There were 
some musical passages in it which Mr 
Kelly composed ; and on the beauty of 
which he was highly complimented by 
the poet. In the summer of the same 
year, Mr Kelly, although seriously in- 
disposed, went to Dublin, being sub- 
poenaed in a law-suit against a music- 
seller there, who had pirated a number 
of his compositions. After his return 
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to England, he spent a month with 
Lord Guildford, at Wroxton. The day 
before he took liis departure, his ever- 
kind patron said t6 nim : “ My dear 
Mic, do not be in such a hurry to leave 
US; stay here a fortnight longer; stay 
a month ; or (at the same time shaking 
him by the hand) stay here for ever. 
When we were riding the other day 
near the entrance of tlic park, you were 
admiring a spot of ground, and saying 
how happy you should he to spend the 
remainder of your days there ; and so 
you shall, if you keep in the same mind. 
You have no family ; 1 will build you 
a cottage on that very spot, where you 
shall not have the trouble of going up 
and down stairs ; you shall have a gar- 
den, and a paddock for a pony and a 
cow attached to it. Remember this is 
a serious promise ; and whenever you 
quit public life, 1 will fulfil it. We 
will be neighbours, Mic ; my wife shall 
sing with you, my chaplain shall dnnk 
with you, and I will talk with you.’* It 
is impossible to read this generous 
speech without emotion ; and it is dif- 
ficult to determine whetlier it is more 
honourable to the individual by whom, 
or to the individual to whom, it was 
made. Mr Kelly was deeply affected 
by it; but death soon after deprived 
him of his tnily noble friend. 

During the next summer, Mr Kelly 
made a party, and once more visited 
Paris. He spent some time there very 
agi-eeably, but was much annoyed by 
gout in the latter part of his stay. He 
speedily recovered, however, at Brigh- 
ton ; where he remained until sum- 
moned to Drury Lane, to get up and 
superintend the music in Macbeth, 
which was to be produced with un- 
common splendour for Mr Kean. In 
the choruses, Mr Kelly had all the prin- 
cipal vocal performers; who (with a 
numetoos list of choml singers, male 
and female) took infinite pains to exe- 
cute those charming productions ; and 
the result was in the highest degree 


gratifying. In March, The Unknown 
Guest,” an opera by Mr Arnold, was 
produced. Mr Kelly composed the 
music for it. 

In the year 181 8, Mr Kelly composed 
the music to a piece called The Bride 
of Abydos;” and in 1820 to ar other 
piece, (Tailed Abudah ;” and his last 
production was a musical entertain- 
ment, called TheLady and the Devil,” 
for Drury Lane. Between the years 
1797 and 1821, he composed for dif- 
ferent Theatres sixty-two pieces ; being 
by far the greatest number produced by 
any one English composer, Mr Bishop 
excepted. 

For some years before his death, the 
gout almost deprived Mr Kelly of loco- 
motion. Both his parents had been suf- 
ferers from the same disorder ; in him, 
therefore, it was constitutional, and not 
his age’s penance for his youth’s excess. 
His general health, however, was good, 
and his spirits were always excellent. 
« One superior solace,” he observes in 
his Reminiscences, ** under my worst 
visitations, I have indeed possessed, 
which yet remains untold. With some, 
perhaps, an avowal of it may draw upon 
me an imputation of pride, or vanity ; 
but if I know myself, gratitude is para- 
mount with me to either of those pas- 
sions; and all liberal spirits, I trust, 
will excuse the apparent boast. Let 
me therefore declare, without equivo- 
cation or disguise, that the chief and 
dearest comfort remaining to me in this 
life, is the proud consciousness that 1 
am honoured by the patronage of my 
beloved Monaren. Even from my ear- 
liest arrival in these realms, where 
George the Fourth now reigns in peace 
and glory, it was my enviable fortune 
to be distinguished by the royal favour ; 
and the humble individual who, in 1787, 
was noticed by the Prince of Wales, is 
still remembered, in 1825, by the 
King.” 

Mr Kelly liad the rare talent of ac- 
quiring and preserving the good opinion 
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of every man with whom he became 
acquainted ; not by sycophancy, but by 
cordiality of manners, a heartiness, a 
warmth, which convinced you, that to 
render you a service was a pleasure 
done to himself. He had (as has been 
seen) mixed much in the world, had 
travelled a great deal, had been familiar 
with the titled and the rich ; and he 
might have been vain, had he not esti- 
mated this familiai*ity at its just value ; 
and felt that whatever honour the pa- 
tronage of rank and wealth confers upon 
talent, is, at least, compensated by the 
instruction or amusement which talent 
conveys to wealth and rank. He was 
full of liveliness, and a pleasant com- 
panion at all times ; even during those 
visitations, (and they were not “ few 
and far between’') when fretfulness and 
despondency mignt have been expected 
to he the companions of suffering and 
of pain. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that he should be induced, early in the 
year 1826, to publish two volumes of 
Ids “ Reminiscences.” From that work 
have been derived the principal facts 
comprehended in the preceding memoir. 
But besides the occurrences peraonal to 
Mr Kelly, (to which we have of course 
confined our selection,) his book con- 
tains a vast fund of entertaining anec- 
dote respecting almost every person of 
distinction and notoriety contemjmrary 
with the writer ; and it may justly be 
characterised as the most amusing pro- 
duction of the kind that has for many 
years issued from the press. 

Mr Kelly’s death took place at Mar- 
gate, on Monday the 9th of October, 
1826. His body was conveyed to 
London, for interment in the church- 
yard of St Paul's, Covent Garden ; and 
was attended to the grave by a nume- 
rous train of private and professional 
friends, 

John Farquhar, Esq. 

On the ()th of July, in the 76th year 
of his age, Jolm Farquhar, Esq. 'This 


gentleman was born at Aberdeen. At 
a very early period of bis life he pro- 
ceeded to lndia> in the Company's ser- 
vice, as a cadet. Soon after his arri- 
val, l>e received in an engagement a 
severe wound in Ins knee, from which 
he suffered considerably through life, 
as he could not be prevailed up>n to 
submit to amputation. He did not 
remain long in the military service, 
but became a free iiierclmnt. Chemis- 
try, however, was bis favourite pur- 
suit. When Lord Cornwallis was aji- 
pointed to Ixj Governor-General, he 
solicited Mr Farquhar, from the know- 
ledge he had of his science and inte- 
grity, to superintend the gunpowder 
manufactory, which had previously 
been conducted on defective principles. 
It was in this oiHce, by the most ho- 
nest and disinterested conduct, that he 
laid the foundation of his great for- 
tune. Wealth and distinction rapid- 
ly poured in upon him ; and after 
a series of years he returned to Eng- 
land, the master of a splendid fortune. 
It is said, that on his landing at 
Gravesend he walked to London to 
save coach-hire, Flis first visit was 
to his banker's. Covered with dust 
and dirt, with clothes not worth a 
guinea, he presented himself at the 
counter, and asked to see Mr Coutts, 
Regarding him as some poor petition 
er, the clerks allowed him to wait, un- 
til Mr Coutts, accidentally passing 
through, recognised his Indian cus- 
tomer. Mr Farquhar requested five 
pounds, and took liis leave. He then 
settled in Upper Baker Street, Port- 
man Square, where Iris house was dis- 
tinguished bjr its dingy appearance, 
uncleaned windows, and general ne- 
glect. An old M'omau was his solo at- 
tendant ; and Iris own apartment, to 
which a brush or broom was never 
applied, was kept sacred even from Ijor 
approach. Early in life, nerhaps from 
necessity, he hail been led to anojit the 
most parsimonious habits ; and when 
he arrived at a pvincely fojtunc, he 
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could not break tlirough the unfortu- 
nate trammels which lessened the re- 
spectability of a life that might other- 
wise have terminated so as to insure 
him no mean station in the temple of 
&ine. Slovenly in his dress^ and dis- 
agreeable at his Rieals^ he was yet cour- 
teous and aifable in his manners* He 
was deeply read in the classics ; and, 
though adverse through life to wri- 
ting and figuji’cs, when prevailed upon 
to pen a letter or a note, his style was 
found to be at once terse, ele^jant, and 
condensed. In the more dimcult sci- 
ences he had scarcely his equal ; as a 
mathematician, chemist, and mecha- 
nic, few could contend with him. 

Mr Farquhar's peculiarities were 
great and numerous. He was fond of 
frequenting sales. The auctioneer was 
always happy to see him; and it is 
more than probable that his fortune 
suffered much from this pefichant, and 
from the implicit conhdence which he 
was accustomed to repose in others. 

After his return to England, he be- 
came a partner in the great agency 
house in the city, of Basset, Farquhar, 
and Co. ; he purchased the late Mr 
Whitbread's share in the brewery; 
and he bought Fonthill Abbey for the 
sum of 35,000/. His religious opinions 
are thought to have been influenced by 
an admiration of tbe purity of the lives 
and moral principles of the Brahmins. 
It is said that he offered to appropri- 
ate 100,000/. to found a coUejge in 
Aberdeen, on an enlarged plan of edu- 
cation, with a reservation on points of 
religion. To this, however, the sanc- 
tion of the legislature could not be 
procured, and the plan was consequent- 
ly dropped. 

His property, vested in the funds 
and otherwise, is supposed to be not 
less than a million and a half sterling. 
Not having left a will, his immense 
fortune will be divided amongst seven 
nephews and nieces; of whom are. 
Lady Pole, wife of Sir William Pole ; 
Mr Fraser, a gentleman well known 


at tlie bar ; Mr George Mortimer, a 
merchant in London ; and Mr James 
Mortimer and his sisters, residing in 
the neighbourhood of Aberdeen. 

Mr Farquhar died suddenly of apo- 
plexy, at his house in the New Road> 
opposite the Re^nt's Park. He liad 
taken an airing in his carriage on tbe 
preceding day, returned home about 
seven in the evening, went to bed at 
his usual liour, between ten and ele- 
ven, in good health ; and, when the 
servant took breakfast to him in tbe 
bed-room, at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he appeared to have died without 
a struggle; for his eyes and mouth 
were closed, and his countenance was 
tranquil. His remains were interred 
at St John's Wood Chapel, on the 13th 
of July, attended by several of his re- 
latives, and a numerous body of re- 
spectable friends. 

Mr Farquhar had been elected a 
member of the new Parliament for 
Portarlington. 

Mr Charles Ikcledon. 

On February lltb, at Worcester, 
Mr Charles Incledoii. He was born 
• in Cornwall, and was the son of a re- 
spectable medic^ gentleman. Dis- 
playing an early taste for music, he 
was, at the age of eight years, placed 
on the choir of Exeter Catliedr^, un- 
der the care of Jackson, the celebrated 
composer. Here he remained six or 
seven years, when a truant disposition 
induced him, in 1779> to enter on 
board the Formidable man-of-war, of 
98 guns, under the command of Cap- 
tain (since Rear-Admiral) Cleland. 
On the West India station he changed 
his ship, and served on board the Rai- 
sounable, of 64 guns, then commanded 
by Lord Herrev, where his vocal pow- 
ers and sprightliness of character en- 
deared him to the officers and men. 
In this ship he attracted the notice of 
Admiral Pigot, commander of the fleet, 
who frequently sent for Incledon, and 
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saug catches and glees with him and 
Admiral Hughes. He returned to 
England in I783> when Admiral Pi- 
got, Lord Mulgrave, and Lord Hervey, 
gave him letters of i*ecommendation to 
Mr Sheridan and the late Mr Colman. 
The manager, however, was blind to 
his merits, and Incledon, determined 
to try his talents on the stage, joined 
Collins's company at Southampton, 
where his first theatrical essay was as 
Alphonso, in the Castle of Andalusia. 
Here he continued upwards of a y^, 
when he was engaged at Bath, where 
he attracted much of the public atten- 
tion, and obtained the patronage of 
llauzzini, who not only took him un- 
der hts tuition, but introduced him in 
his concerts. 

He was a great favourite at the No- 
blemen's Catch Club, which he assist- 
ed in establishing ; and Dr Harrington, 
the eminent physician, was his parti- 
cular friend. 

Having again applied in vain at the 
London theatres, he accepted an en- 
gagement at Vauxhall ; but in the en- 
suing winter, (October, 1790,) made 
his first appearance at Covent Gar- 
den, as Dermot, in the Poor Soldier, 
with so much success as to obtain a 
permanent situation, on liberal terms. 
For many seasons Incledon sang with 
great eclat at the Lent Oratorios ; he 
frequently visited Ireland, where no 
singer, not even Mrs Billington, was 
ever more caressed ; and subsequent- 
ly to the termination of his regular 
engagements at the London theatres, 
he crossed the Atlantic, and made a 
vocal tour through a great part of the 
United States, thou^, as is said, with- 
out any solid pecuniary advantage. Of 
late years somewhat neglected, j^r- 
liaps, for newer fiivourites in the me- 
tropolis, his engagements were chief- 
ly of a provincial nature. Styling 
hims^f The Wandering Melodist," 
he was accustomed to give a vocal en- 
tertainment of his own, which was ge- 


nerally received with great favour. He 
was, we believe, in the arrangement 
of one of these plans at WurcesteTj 
when, about the commencement of 
18^6, he was suddenly seused with a 
paralytic affection, which, in the course 
of a few weeks, led to the termination 
of his ex- ^tence. He had been mar- 
ried three times ; and he has a son en* 
gaged in agricultural pursuits, now or 
recently living in the neighb^hood 
of Bury St Edmund's, Suffolk. 

Incledon, though a conviviali was 
by no means an improvident man. 
Before bis second union he settled all 
his fortune, the result of his profes- 
sional exertions for many years, on 
the children of the first marriage, nor 
was he wanting in industry to create 
a new fortune. It is true, his fare- 
well benefits in London were a small 
tax on his friends — ^for he was fond of 

more last words," but they must have 
been saving indeed who begrudged 
‘ the price of a ticket to so old a favour- 
ite as Charles Incledon, who, a few 
months ago, took his leave on that very 
stage where he first made his debut 
forty years before,— in the Southamp- 
ton Theatre. 

Incledon's voice was of extraordi- 
nary power, both in the natural and 
falsetto. The former from A to G, a 
compass of about fourteen notes, was 
full and open, neither partaking of the 
reed nor the string, and sent forth 
without the smallest artifice ; and such 
was its ductility, that when be sung 
pianissimo, it retained its original duc- 
tility. His falsetto, which he could 
use from D to E or F, or about ten 
notes. Was rich, sweet, and brilliant, 
though we cei*tainly are of opinion that 
music, like beauty, is, ^‘^when unadorn- 
ed, adorned the most." 

Thotrgh Incledon knew little of mu- 
sic as a science, yet such was the ex- 
cellence of his voice and ear, that he 
at one time became a favourite with 
the public. He excelled in the pure 
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and energetic English ballad, such as 
" Black-eyed Susan/' and The 
Storm," the bold and cheering hunt- 
ing-song, or the loFe-song of Shield, 
breathing the chaste simple grace of 
genuine English melody. 

Mb Edward Knight. 

This celebrated comedian died on F c- 
bruary 21, at liis house in Great Queen 
street, Lincolii’s-inn-fields, after a se- 
vere illness of several months, aged 52. 
He was born at Birmingham in 1774*, 
and was intended by his friends for an 
artist : but having, at an early period, 
a penchant for the stage* on the death 
of the person to whom he was articled, 
he made his first appearance at New- 
castle-under-Linc, as Hob, in the farce 
of "Hob in the Well but so astound- 
ing was his reception, that it quite 
disconcerted him ; and, unable to go 
on with the character, he ran off the 
stage, and it was jwjrformed by ano- 
ther. His ardour was for some time 
checked by this mishap, and he resu- 
med the pencil for another year ; but the 
ruling passion was strong. He ven- 
tured in a more obscure place, Raither 
in North Wales, again played Hob, 
and was successful. After strolling 
about some time, he was engaged by 
Mr Nunns, of the Staflford company. 
In that town he married a daughter 
of Mr Clewes, a wine-merchant. 

His next step to fame was owing 
merely to the whim of some merrily- 
disposed wag, who was willing to raise 
a laugh at his expense. One night at 
Uttoxeter, after having raved through 
the parts of Arno, Sylvester Dagger- 
wood, and Lingo, he was agreeably sur- 
prised by a note requesting his attend- 
ance at the inn adjoining the theatre, 
and intimating that he would receive 
itiformation for the improvement of 
his theatrical pursuits* Everything, 
of course, was neglected for this im- 


portant interview. He flew to the inn 
on the wings of speed, and was imme- 
diately shown into a room, wdiere he 
was very cordially received by an un- 
known, but grave-looking gentleman, 
whose inflexible steadiness ctf face could 
not give the least susjiicion of a jest. 
After the usual compliments of the 
day, the stranger very politely assu- 
red him that he had received much 
pleasure from his performances, and 
was determined to put him into a si- 
tuation where his talents might be 
shown to advantage. Mr Knight stam- 
mered forth his gratitude, and had all 
ears open for the reception of this im- 
portant benefit. The stranger pro- 
ceeded to inform him that his name was 
Philips, and that he was well known 
to Mr Tate Wilkinson, the manager of 
the York theatre. " Now, sir," he 
added, " you have only to make use 
of my name, wdiich I fully authorize 
you to do, and you may rely upon be- 
ing well received. Say that 1 have 
seen you on the stage, and declared 
my satisfaction at your })erformance." 
Mr Knight was, of course, much de- 
lighted, and expressed, in the most 
lively terms, his sense of this import- 
ant obligation. The next morning he 
wrote a very polite letter to Mr Wil- 
kinson, making the tender of his ser- 
vices, and not in the least doubting 
their acceptance, for the name of his 
new ally mnned the most prominent 
feature in the letter. In a short time 
a very laconic epistle came from the 
York manager, that at once overthrew 
his splendid expectations. Jt was to 
this effect : — " Sir, I am not acquaint- 
ed with any Mr Philips, except a ri- 
gid Quaker, and he is the last man in 
tiih world to recommend an actor to 
my theatre. I don't want you. Tate 
Wilkinson." 

This was certainly a mortifying re- 
pulse. His air-formed schemes at 
once melted into nothing ; and the 
failure was so much the more painful, 
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as it was totally unexpected. In the 
bitterness of his anger, he wrote a se- 
cond letter to the inana^r : — Sir, 
I should as soon think of applying to 
a methodist parson to preach for my 
benefit, as to a Quaker to recommend 
me to Mr Wilkinson, I don*t want 
to conic. E. Knight.** I'his letter 
was too much in Mr Wilkin80n*s own 
peculiar style to meet with an unfa- 
vourable reception. Nothing, how- 
ever, resulted from it at the time. A 
whole year rolled on udth the Stafford 
company, at the end of which Mr 
Knight was agreeably surprised by a 
second letter from his former corre- 
spondent. In brevity and elegance it 
was nowise inferior to bis former epis- 
tle, but the matter of it sounded much 
more sweetly to our hero’s ears. The 
following is, to the best of our know- 
ledge, a literal transcript : — Mr Me- 
thodist Parson, I have a living that 
produces twenty-five shillings per 
week. Will you hold forth Tatb 
Wilkinson.*' 

Tliis sudden change was not alto- 
gether owing to the preceding corre- 
sjwndence, but in part to the secession 
of Matthews, who had been engaged 
at the Play market. Nothing could 
have been more fortunate for Knight 
than this event; for the manager, 
anxious to supply the loss of so useful 
aperformer, engaged him some months 
before Mr Matthews actually left for 
London. Our hero was now in the 
meridian of his glory, when his happi- 
ness received a severe blow from the 
loss of a beloved wife, w^ho died at the 
age of twenty-four, and left him bur- 
dened with the care of a small fami- 
ly. He had been married five years. 
— About a twelvemonth after, he was 
united secondly, in 1 807, to Miss Su- 
san Smith, sister of Mrs Bartley, and 
the then heroine of tlie York stage. 

At York seven years passed away 
without any other material occurrence. 


when he received proposals from Mr 
Wroughton, at that time stage-mana- 
ger of Drury Lane, which, of course, 
were eagerly accepted. 

On the destruction of Drury Lane 
Theatre by fire, many of the principal 
performers considered themselves as 
released from their treaties, and em- 
barked in other adventures. MrKnight 
was one of the few that bad abilities 
to profit by this opportunity. On Oc- 
tober 14, 1809, he made his first ap- 
pearance at the Lyceum as Timothy 
Quaint, in the Tiie Soldier's Daugh- 
ter,” and Robin Roughbead, in “ For- 
tune's Frolic.” He was equally suc- 
cessful in Jerry Blossom, Sim, Spado, 
Trip, &c. and continued a favourite till 
illness compelled him to retire. His 
powers as a comic actor were certainly 
considerable. There was an odd quick- 
ness, and a certain droll play about 
every muscle in his face, that fully 
prepared the audience for the jest that 
was to follow. His Sira, in Wild 
Oats,” may be termed the most chaste 
and natural performance on the stage. 
On one occasion, in the exercise of his 
profession, Knight had a very narrow 
. escape with his life. On the evening 
of Feb. 17, I8I6, when performing 
with Miss Kelly, in the farce of Mo- 
dern Antiques,” a maniac named Bar- 
net fired a pistol at the lady, which 
had nearly given the gentleman his 
quietus. 

In private life, Mr Knight's man- 
ners were domestic and methodical. 
He disliked convivial parties ; but he 
possessed that kindness and benevo- 
lence of heart, which reflect h(»nour 
upon htiman nature. His remains 
were removed to a vault in Pancras 
new church, on the 27th of February, 
when, among the mourners, were Ur 
Elliston, Dr Pearson, Mr Carpue, Mr 
George Soane, Mr Grimaldi, senior, 
&c. 
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Chahlss Mili;<S| Esq. 

On the 9th October, at Southamp- 
ton, Charles Mills, Esq. aged 38. Whe- 
ther considered as a chiv^rous chroni- 
cler of past times, a man of general 
information, or an elegant and discri- 
minating critic in Italian literature, 
Mr Mills stands confessedly in the first 
rank of authors. To treat of the death 
of such a man is at all times painful ; 
but ivlien to that is added the recol- 
lection of his friendship, the subject 
becomes doubly embittered. Dismiss- 
ing, however, all thoughts but those 
of biographical impartiality from his 
mind, the writer of the present brief 
memoir, who was honoured for years 
with the friendship of Mr Mills, and 
knew him in his prouder days of health 
and happiness, will proceed without 
farther comment to his task. 

Mr Charles Mills, the youngest son 
tif the late Samuel Gillam Mills, a sur* 
geon of eminence at Greenwich, was 
born in the year 1788. He was ori- 
ginally intended for the law, and 
even articled, with that view, to an at- 
torney in Berners-Street ; buthi$ mind, 
vowed even from childhood to literary 
fame, like Hannibal to eternal enmity 
with the Romans, soon shook off the 
trammels of Coke, Littleton, and Black- 
stone, and gave itself up unreservedly 
to the belles-lettres. It was about the 
year 1819 that Mr Mills first appear- 
ed before the public as a historian ; 
his imagination, previously inflamed 
by a long and close acquam^nce with 
the magnificence of Orieutal annals, 
longed with the usual restlessness of 
genius to find its lev^, and a " His- 
tory of Muhammedanism” was the ve- 
suSt. This work, though characteri- 
sed by deep thought and learning, was 
yet imperiect in its construction ; it 
was 1(K^, sketchy, and indefinite ; and 
accordingly, in his more matured com- 
position, Its author indirectly disclaim- 


ed it. His History of the Cnisades, 
which was his second publication, am- 
ply fulfilled all the promise shadowed 
forth in the first, and placed him high 
among modern historians. This work, 
taken up con amorCi and executed with 
the spirit which an ardent love of the 
subject would naturally elicit, wbb no 
sooner published than its merits were 
appreciated. The condensed vigour of 
the style (in some favourite passages 
exuberant and stately as the language 
of Gibbon) u^as its chief recommenda- 
tion with some ; its strict fidelity with 
others ; while all agreed in admiring 
the clear simplicity with which it was 
executed ; this last was the result of 
Mr Mills* long-cherished habits of con- 
tinuous and unbroken meditation. He 
first conceived a subject well in his 
mind, scrutinizing it in all its bearings 
with mathematical severity, and then, 
after having formed some particular 
opinion, brought all his immense mass 
of information to bear upon and justi- 
fy that opinion, till the fabric grew 
under his hand a stately monument of 
intellect. Such a remark refers espe- 
cially to his Travels of Theodore 
Ducas, at the Revival of Letters and 
Art in Italy,** — a work of fiction, full 
fraught with learning, exhaustless in 
its variety and extent, yet applied with 
surprising ingenuity to its subject. 
The public, however, seemed to under- 
rate Mr Mills as a commentator on 
Italian literature, and accordingly, 
notwithstanding the splendour of par- 
ticular passages, such as the criticism 
on Dante, and the account of an in- 
terview with Ariosto, the work was 
comparatively unsuccessful. For a 
full year sub^[uent to its publication, 
our historian lay quietly on his oars, 
till induced by his respectable pub- 
lishers (Longman and Co.) to under- 
take a work of gigantic magnitude, 
viz, no less than a history of Rome, 
from the earliest ages down to the 
reign of Augustus, an cjioch at which 
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Gibbon commences* Ffoni some cause 
or other this work was dropped— -not- 
withstanding that it was a desidera* 
turn in literature, inasmuch as the an- 
nals of early Rome are scattered in de« 
tadied fragments over a library, and 
need condensation in one pro^^ssed 
publication — ^and Mr Mills then di- 
rected his attention to his greatest 
work, The History of Chivalry, or 
Knighthood and its Times.” This last 
had no sooner appeared than it was in- 
stantly successful ; the first edition 
sold with almost the rapidity of a 
Scotch novel, and it was but a few 
months previous to his death that its 
author had completed his revision of 
a second. Whetner the mental labour 
necessary to execute such a task, spread 
over so vast an extent of time, refer- 
ring to so many kingdoms, and drawn 
from sources so difficult and obscure-— 
whether this broke down a frame na- 
turally delicate, we cannot take upon 
ourselves to say ; but certain it is, that 
shortly after its completion Mr Mills's 
health began visibly to decline. For 
a long time he struggled with his ma- 
lady, still hoping that his constitution 
might be finally re-established ; but all 
his expectations were vain ; he grew 
daily worse, and was compelled as a 
last resource; to leave London for Southh- 
ampton ; where, after getting a little 
better, like the last flickering glim- 
mer of the lamp, his health soon after- 
wards decayed and brought him to the 
grave ou Monday October 9th, 1826, 
at the early age of 38. 

So died Charles Mills, a name, which, 
in one respect, as a historian — a deep, 
profound, eloduent historian —will pe- 
rish only with our language. It re- 
mains for the public readers of his 
works to admire the author, — for his 
friends to love also the man. As a li- 
terary character, his mind was stored 
with an almost exhaustless variety of 
useful and ornamental knowledge. He 
was a profound divinity scholar, an 


acute critic, had an admirably acqui- 
red taste in poetry, and was acquainted 
with most ancient and modern lan- 
guages. He possessedalsQ an elegant re- 
lish for the fine arts, and was no mean 
proficfont in music, at least as for as 
judgment was concerned. With sudi 
varied acquirements, aided by a tem^ 
perate sociality, and gentle kind-heart- 
ed address, of the purest yet most na- 
tural simplicity, it will readily be con- 
ceived how great a treat his conversa- 
tion must have been. Unlike many 
deep habitual thinkers, Mr Millsa 
mind in company was usually uncloud- 
ed, alive to everything that was going 
forward ; so that he was ever ready ta 
take his share in the conversation, free 
from the too common abstractedness 
of genius. Nothing was too mean or 
too mighty for his contemplation ; the 
striking expression of a poet, in whom 
Mr Mills could not fail to recognise 
a kindred intellect, that the meanest 
flower that blows” could furnish him 
with endless food for thought, was 
particularly applicable to the subject 
of the present memoir, whose restless 
inquisitive mind, freed for ever from 
the coarse shackles of existence, now 
for the first time at rest, is perhaps 
continuing its speculations in a higher 
and more imaginative state of being. 

Jons PiNKEKTON, EsQ. F.S.A., 
Perth. 

On the 1 0th March, at Paris, where 
he had resided some years, John Pin- 
kerton, Esq.jr ;eged 67 . Mr Pinkerton 
claimed def^nt from an ancient 
mily, seated at Pinkerton, near Dun- 
bar. His grandfather was Walter, a 
worthy and honest yeoman at Dal- 
serf, #ho had a numermis family. As 
Presbyterians at that time abounded 
in the west of England, there was 
considerable intercourse between them 
and ttiose of Scotland. 

James Pinkerton, a son of Walter^ 
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settled in Somersetshire, where, ha- 
ving acquired a moderate property as 
a dealer in hair, (an article, as wip 
were generally worn, then much in 
Inquest,) he returned to his native 
country about 1755, and married Mrs 
Bowie, (whose maiden name was He- 
ron,) the widow of a respectable mer- 
chant at Edinburgh, who brought him 
an increase of fortune, and left three 
children. James, the eldest, joined 
the army as a volunteer, and was slain 
at the battle of Minden, his brother 
Robert succeeding to an estate in La- 
narkshire, left by their father. 

John Pinkerton, the youngest son, 
was born in Edinburgh, February 17, 
1758. After acquiring the rtidiineiits 
of education at a small school kept by 
an old woman at Grangegate Side, 
near that city, where w'as a house be- 
longing to his mother, he was, in 
!7(&, removed to the grammar school 
at Lanark, kept by Mr Thomson, who 
married the sister of the poet of that 
name. 

Inheriting from his father a portion 
of hypochondriacism, young Pinker- 
ton was alw^ays a diffident boy, and he 
neither entered into competition with 
his school-fellows in education, nor 
joined in their boisterous but healthy 
amusements. At school he was gene- 
rally the second or third of his class ; 
but nothing remarkable distinguished 
this period, except one incident : — Mr 
Thomson one day ordered the boys to 
translate a part of Livy into English ; 
when he came to young Pinkerton's 
version, he read silenti^ to himself, 
then, to the great surprise of the boys, 
walked quickly out of the school, but 
soon returned with a volume of Hooke's 
Roman History, in wdiich the same 

K rt of Livy was translated. He read 
th aloud, and gave his decided opi- 
nion in favour of his disciple's transla- 
tion, which not a little flattered his 
boyish vanity, and perhaps sowed in 
him the first seeds of authorship. 


After being six years at school, the 
last year of W'hich only was dedicated 
to the Greek, he returned to the house 
of his family near Edinburgh. His 
father having some dislike to Univer- 
sity education, John was kept in a 
kind of solitary confinement at home ; 
and this parent, being of a severe and 
morose disposition, his durance little 
tended to give much firmness to his 
nerves. An hour or two was passed every 
day in attending a French teacher ; 
an^, in his eagerness to attain this 
language, he had totally lost his 
Greek, and nearly his Latin also ; but 
soon after, meeting with Robin's An- 
cient History, and observing referen- 
ces to the original authors, he bought 
the History of Justinus, &c., and soon 
recovered his Latin so as to write, 
when he was about thirteen years of 
age, tolerable fragments in that lan- 
guage. He afterwards studied mathe- 
matics two or three years, under Mr 
Ewing, an able teacher at Edinburgh, 
and proceeded as far as the doctrine of 
infinities. 

Intended for the profession of the 
law, young Pinkerton was articled to 
Mr Wm. Aytoiin, an eminent writer 
to the signet, with whom he served a 
clerkship of five years. He did not, how- 
ever, neglect the cultivation ofhismind, 
and having felt the witchery of verse 
by reading Beattie's Minstrel, and 
other poems, he wrote an elegy, called 
Craigmillar Castle, %vhich he dedicated 
to Dr Beattie. This production, wdiich 
was publbbed in 1 770, was followed 
by the composition of one or tw o tra- 
gedies, but they were never printed. 

Iiji 1780, soon after the expiration 
of Sis clerkshipi his father died ; and 
being often disappointed in procuring 
uncommon books at Edinburgh, he 
visited London, where the size and 
extent of the booksellers* catalogues 
are said to have formed his sole motive 
for wishing to fix his residence. This 
determination was confirmed bv tlie 
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bankruptcy of some merchants in 
Glasgow, who held about lOOOZ. of his 
father’s money, all which was lost. He 
accordingly went to Scotland in the 
spring of 1781, took up the remaining 
sums lying in mercantile hands, and, 
returning to England, settled in the 
neighbourhood of London in the win- 
ter of that year. 

In 1781, Mr Pinkerton published, 
in 8 VO, Rimes," as he peculiarly 
chose to designate some minor poems ; 
and Hardyknute, an Heroic Ballad, 
now first published complete [a Se- 
cond Part being added] ; with the 
other more approved Scottish Ballads, 
and some not hitherto made public, in 
the Tragic Style." To which were 
prefixed, Two Dissertations: 1. On 
the Oral Tradition of Poetry ; 2. On 
the Tragic Ballad small 8vo. In 
1782, he published Two Dithyram- 
bic Odes : 1. On Enthusiasm ; 2. To 
Laughter 4to ; and Tales in 
Verse," also in the same year. 

From his boyish days Mr Pinkerton 
had been fond of collecting medals, 
minerals, anjj other curiosities; and 
having received from a lady in Scot- 
land a rare coin of Constantine, on his 
Sarmatian victory, wliich she had ta- 
ken as a farthing, lie soon laid the 
foundation of a little collection, and 
used to read Addison s Dialogues on 
Medals with infinite ilelight. These 
pursuits led him to see the defects of 
common books on the subject, and he 
drew up a manual and tables for his 
own use, which afterwards grew to the 
excellent and complete Essay on 
Medals,” the first edition of which was 
published by Dodsley, in two octavo 
volumes, 1784. He was materially 
assisted in its completion by the late 
Mr Southgate of the British Museum, 
and Mr Douce. The third and last 
edition was edited by Mr Harwood. 


In 1785, Mr Pinkerton surprised 
the literary world with a very extra- 
ordinary performance, entitled, Let- 
ters on Literature," under the assumed 
name of Robert Heron. In this work 
he depreciated the ancient authors, in 
a manner which called forth the in- 
dignation of the poet Cowper; and 
criticised the best of the moderns, 
with an air of assurance that could not 
have been warranted even by the most 
confirmed character for taste, learn- 
ing, and judgment. He had also the 
vanity to recommend a new system of 
orthography, more fantastical and ab- 
surd, if possible, than that which his 
countryman, Mr Elphinstone, endea- 
voured with so much zeal to introduce. 
Unfortunately, too, it happened that 
the odium of the performance actually 
' alighted on a countryman of his, whose 
name was in reality Robert Heron, 
and who was just then coming before 
the public as an author.* However, 
this book obtained for Mr P. an intro- 
duction to Horace Walpole, through 
whom he became acquainted with Gib- 
bon the historian, who recommended 
him to the booksellers as a fit person 
to translate the English Monkish 
Historians," a work which, had llie 
proposal met with encouragement, 
might have tended to a more general- 
ly diffused knowledge of the history of 
the middle ages. On the death of his 
patron, the Earl of Orford, Mr Pin- 
kerton sold a collection of his lord- 
ship’s remarks, witticisms, and letters, 
to the proprietors of the Monthly Ma- 
gazine, in which miscellany they ap- 
peared periodically, under the title of 
Walpoliana, and when exhausted, the 
whole were reprinted in two small vo- 
lumes, with a portrait of that gifted 
nobleman. 

In 1786, our second Chatterton is- 
sued two octavo volumes, entitled. 


* Poor Heron was a man of extensive information, but little judgment; a respectable par- 
Haioentary reporter, but a bad writer. He was reduced, chiefly by improvidence, to great dis- 
tress ; and closed his life, about IT) or IG years ago, within the walls of the Fever Institution. 
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Aiicie^t Scottish Poems, never be- 
fore in Print, but now published from 
the [[pretended^ Manuscript Collec- 
tions of Sir Richard Maitland of Leth- 
ington, Knight, Lord Privy Seal of 
Scotland, and a Senator of the College 
of Justice ; comprising Pieces written 
from about 1420 till 1586. With 
large Notes and a Glossar\^" The 
manuscripts were feigned to have been 
discoverea in the Pepysian Library at 
Cambridge. 

In 1787^ Mr Pinkerton published in 
S vols. 12mQ, under the feigned name 
of H. Bennet, M.A., " The Treasury 
of Wit ; being a methodical Selection 
of about Twelve Hundred of the best 
Apophthegms and Jests ; from Books 
in several Languages,”— a compilation 
pronounced to be much superior to most 
of the kind. It was accompanied by 
many just and pertinent observations, 
in a discourse on wit and humour, con- 
sidered under the four diderent heads, 
^Serious Wit, Comic Wit, Serious 
Humour, and Comic Humour. The 
same year produced, in one volume 8vo» 
his well-known Dissertation on the 
Origin and Progress of the Scythians 
or Goths, being an Introduction to the 
Ancient and Modem History of Eu^ 
rope and though he figured after- 
ward in many other walks of litera- 
ture, the prejudices embalmed in that 
extraordinary production continued to 
the end to hold almost the undivided 
possession of his mind. He seriously 
l>elicved that the Irish, the Scotch 
Highlanders, and the Welsh, the Bre- 
tons, and the Spanish Biscayans, are 
the only surviving descendants of the 
original {>opu}ation of Europe, and that 
in them, their features, their manners, 
their history, every philosophic eye 
may trace the unimproved and unim- 
pmvable savage, tlie Celt. He main- 
tained in every company, that he was 
ready to drop his theory altogether the 
moment any one could point out to him 
H single person of intellectual eminence 


sprung from an unadulterated line of 
Celtic ancestry. He used to appeal 
boldly to the History of Bulaw, in par- 
ticular, asking what one great man 
the Celtic races of Wales, Ireland, or 
Scotland, had yet contributed to the 
rolls of fame ? And it must be owned 
that he had studied family genealogies 
80 indefatigably, that it was no easy 
matter to refute him without prepa- 
ration. If you mentioned Burke,—- 

What,” said he, " a descendant of 
Dtf Boiirg? class that high Norman 
chivalry with the rilf-raff of O's and 
Macs ? Show me a great O, and I am 
done.” He delighted to prove that the 
Scotch Highlanders had never had but 
a few OTeat captains— such as Mon- 
trose, Dundee, the first Duke of Ar- 
gyle — and these were all Goths ; — ^the 
two first, Lowlanders ; the last a Nor- 
man, a de Campo hello ! The aversion 
he had for the Celtic name extended 
itself to every person and everything 
that had any connexion with the Cct 
tic countries. 

In 1789, the deceased author pub- 
lished, in 8vo, a collect|pn of ancient 
Latin Lives of the Scottish Saints, a 
work which greatly tended to illus- 
trate the early history of his native 
country. It is now a scarce volume, 
no more than one hundred copies of it 
having been printed. This was soon 
after followed by a new and greatly en- 
larged edition of his Essay on Medals, 
which has become the standard work 
for information on that interesting and 
useful subject. In the same fruitful 
year he published an edition of " The 
iBruce ; or the History of Robert King 
of Scotland, written in Scottish verse, 
by ilohn Barbour,” 3 vols. 8vo. 

In 1790> this prolific writer again 
put forth some of his numismatic re- 
searches, in " The Medallic History of 
England to the Revolution,” 4to : and 
published An Inquiry into the His- 
tory of Scotland, preening the reign 
of Malcolm III., or X056 ; including 
3 
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the authentic History of that Period 
2 vols, 8vo, (republished in 1795,) with 
some additional observations, contain- 
ing replies to the various revie &c. 
In 1792, lie edited three octavo volumes 
of ‘‘ Scottish Poems, reprinted from 
scarce editions.” 

In 1793, Mr Pinkerton mamed Miss 
Burgess, of Odiham, Hants, sister to 
the present Bishop of Salisliury ; but 
the union was not happy, and the par- 
ties separated. The lady has been dead 
some years. # 

Our author’s next important literary 
labours were in biography, he contri- 
buting the lives to “ Iconographia Sco- 
tica, or Portraits of Illustrious Persons 
of Scotland, with Biographical Notes,” 
2 vols. 8vo, 1795 — 1797 ; and to the 

Scottish Gallery, or Portraits of emi- 
nent Persons of Scotland, with their 
Characters,” 8vo, 1799. 

His talents were then directed to geo- 
graphy, and they produced a standard 
work in this branch of science. The 
“ Modern Geography, digested on the 
new plan,” appeared first in two quarto 
volumes, in 1802; a second edition, pub- 
lished in 1807, consists of three ; and 
there is an abridgement in a single oc- 
tavo. In 1806, Mr Pinkerton travelled 
to the French capital, and on his return 
published his observations, under the 
tith* of Recollections of Paris,” 2 vols. 


8vo. Subsequently he was oin])loyed 
in editing a “ General Collection of 
Voyages and Travels,” which was ex- 
tended to nineteen volumes, quarto; a 

New Modern Atlas,” in jjarts, both 
which works commenced in 1809. For 
a short time the Critical Review, ivilli 
but little success, was under liis super- 
intendence. 

Mr Pinkerton’s last original work w^as 

Petrology, or a Treatise on Hocks,” 
2 vols. Svo, 1811 ; but in 1811, still 
pursuing his attacks on the Celts, he 
republished, in two octavo volumes, his 
‘‘ Inquiry into the History of Scotland,” 
together with Ins Diss<n*tatiou on tln^ 
Origin and Progress of the Scythians 
or Goths.” 

Mr Pinkerton had of late years re- 
sided almost entirely in Paris, His ap- 
pearance was that of a very little and 
very thin old man, with a very small, 
sharp, yellow face, thickly pitted by the 
small-])ox, and decked with a pair of 
green spectacles. 

After titis very detailed memoir, any 
lengtiuiued character were needless, it 
will have been perceived that Mr Pin- 
kerton was an eccentric, but liiglily in- 
dustrious literary workman, and that 
bis talents, though in some insta?ices 
ill directed, were commensurate with 
undertakings of no onlifiary rank in li- 
terature. 
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EXTRACTS FROM MOIR’S TRANSLATION OF 

SCHILLER’S WALLENSTEIN. 

1 

I. Peace. 

ilf/i.r- Ay ! ’tis ever so. 

Ye start at everything of depth,, and think 
Tliat 5'e are never safe but in the shallows. 

Octavio (Jo Qaestenherg), Better to yield with a good grace, my 
friend ; 

With him these arguments arc unavailing. 

Max, Ye call a spirit in the hour of need ; 

And when it rises, then ye shake and shudder ! 

W^ith you fli* uncommon and sublime must be 
Done calmly, as a thing of course. But in 
The field all is rapidity. The personal 
Must influence — man’s own cj^e behold. The leader 
With every boon of Nature must be gifted. 

Then let him live in their free exercise — 

The oracle within — the living spirit — 

Not musty books, and old forgotten forms — 

Not niould'ring parchments — must he call to council. 

Octavio* My son ! despise not these old na?*ro\v ibrm». 

Precious invaluable weights are they. 

With which oppress'd maukind have overhung 
The tyrannizing will of their oppressors : 

For arbitrary power was ever terrible. 

The way of order, though it lead through windings. 

Is still the best. Right forward goes the liglitning — 

Straight cleaves the cannon-ball its murd’rous way — 

Quick by the nearest course it gains its goal. 

Destructive in its path and in its purpose. 

My son ! the peaceful track whk^inen frequent. 

The path where blessings most are scatter'd, follows 
The river's course, the valley's gentle bendings. 

Encompasses the corn-field and the vineyard ; 

Revering property's appointed bounds. 

And leading slow^ but surely, to the mark. 

Quest. O, listen to thy father !— Unto him, 

Who is at once a hero and a man ! 

CM. It is the child of the camp that speaks in fhee, 

M y son ; a war of fifteen years hath nursed thee : 

Peace thou hast iK*ver seen. There is a woi*th. 
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My son, beyond the worth of warrior : 

In war itself^ the object is not w^ar. 

The great, the rapid deeds of human power — 

Tlie glory and the V/onder of the moment — 

It is not these, alas ! that minister 
Lasting repose Or haj)pincss to man. 

Sudden the wandering soldier comes, and builds 
Of canvass his light town, and soon is heard 
llie busy hum and movement of the crowd ; 

The market throngs, the roads and rivers near 
Are cover'd with their freight, and trade is busy. 

But, lo, some morro\v dawns, and all is gone ; 

The tents are struck — the t1*oop hath march'd away — 

Dead as a churchyard is the land around ; 

All desolate the trampled seedficld lies. 

And wasted is the harvest of the year. 

Max, O, father, that the Emperor would make peace ! 

This bloo<l-stain'd laurel would I change with joy 
For the first violet of early Spring, 

The fragrant pledge of the reviving year. 

OcU How's this? What is't so suddenly affects thee? 

Max. Peace I have never look'd upon, say’st thou ? 

Yes, I have look’d upon it, father — now, 

Even now, I come from thence. My journey led me 
Through lands unvisited by war. O, life. 

My father, life hath charms we know not of— 

We have but cruised along its barren coasts. 

Like some wild, wandering horde of lawless pirates. 

That, in their narrow, noisome vessel pent. 

On the rude ocean, with rude manners dwell ; 

Nought of the mainland knowing, but the bays. 

Where they may risk. their predatory landing. 

I'Jio treasures, that within its peaceful vales 
Thf5 inner land conceals — of these — of these — 

Nought in our stormy circuit have we seen. 

Oct. {becoming atientivey And has this journey shawn thee aught of 
these ? 

Max. 'Twas the first leisure of ray life. O, tell me. 

What is the end and object of the toil. 

The grinding toil, that wore my youth away. 

And left my heart uncheer’d and desolate. 

My spirit in its native barrenness ? 

The tumult and the clamour of the camp. 

The neigh of steeds, the brazen trumpet's braying : 

The dull monotonous routine of duty — 

Parade — command, give nothing to the heart. 

The longing heart, that g<isps for nourishment. 

There is no soul in this unmeaning round. 

And life hath other hopes and other joys. 

Oct. Much thou hast learnt, my son, on this short journey. 

Max. O, blessed day I when, at the last, the soldier 
Turns back lo life, and is again a map ; 
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For the blithe route the banners are unfiirr^l. 

And homeward beats tlie melting march of peace ; 

When every cap and helmet is bedeck'd 
Witli bows, the latest plunder of the fields ; 

The city's gates fly open of themselves— 

They need no longer the petard to burst them : 

The walls are circled with rejoicing thousands. 

With peaceful people greeting i' the air : 

Clear sounds from every tower the bell that peals 
'Jlie jocund vespers of the days of blood : 

From towns and villages comes streaming forth 
A sliouting throng, with loving eagerness 
And importunity their march impeding. 

There, happy that he lives to see that day. 

The old man shakes his son's returning hand. 

A stranger he comes back unto his own, 

His long- forsaken home* With spreading boughs 
The tree o'ershadows the long absent man. 

Which oft the boy bad bent ere he departed ; 

And bashful- blushing, comes a maid to meet him. 

Whom at the nurse's breast a child he left. 

O happy he, for whom a door like this. 

Soft arms like these, shall open to enfold him I— 

Qtiesi. (affected), Alas ! that thou should'st speak of distant times. 
Not of to-morrow, or to-day ! 

II. Scene with Thekla after the Death of her Lover. 

Thekla, Now — now, good Neubrunn, may'st thou show that love 
Which thou hast ever vow'd to me— Now prove 
Thyself my faithful friend and true attendant. 

For we must forth to-night. 

Neuhrimn, To-night ?— and whither? 

Thek, Whither? — there is but me place in the world— 

The spot where he lies buried— to his grave. 

Nnih. What W’ould'st thou do, my dearest lady, there ? 

Thek. What would I do ? — unhappy girl 1— them would'st not 
Have ask'd that question had'st thou ever loved. 

Tiiere — there is ail that yet remains of him, 

Tliat little spot is all the world to me. 

O, seek not to detain me ! Come, prepare — 

Think only how we may escape from hence. 

Hast thou reflected on thjr father's wrath ? 

Thck, I dread the anger of no mortal more. 

Neuh, The world's cold sneer, the evil tongue of slander ? 

T/ick, I seek for him who is not of this world. 

What ! am I. hurrying to a lover’s arn?8 ? 

0 God, I am but hasting to his grave ! 

• . • . . , » 

Thy heart is fiill of trouble, dearest lady— 

1 hat path is not the path that leads to rest. 

Thek, To that deep rest, which he hath foujid already- 
O hasten, fly— stay not to question longer,. 
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Some power^ 1 know not what to call it, draws me. 

Impels me forth, resistless, to his grave : 

I feci that there my heart will soon be lighten'd ; 

This suffocating band of sorrow will 
Be slacken’d, and my tears will flow again. 

0 go ! we might have been already j^ne. 

•I cannot rest till I have left these wsdls 

Behind — their arches seem to close and crush me. 

And warning voices, as of spirits, cry — 

Begone I — O God I what feeling’s this comes o’er me ? 

The rooms of this accursed house are tilling 
With pale, and gaunt, and ghastly forms of men-— 

Thei'e is no room for me. AVhat ! more and more ? 

Still closer crowd the horrid swarm ! They drive me 
Forth from these fated walls — ^the living spectres 1 
Neiib. You terrify me, lady. I myself 
Dare not remain here longer. I will go 
And summon Rosenberg. 

Theh (alone*) It is his spirit calls me ; ’tis the host 
Of faithtiil hearts that died t' avenge his fall* — 

They beckon me, they chide my cold delay ; 

They would not, even in death, forsake the man 
W^ho in their life had led them. Their rude hearts 
Were capable of this, and shall I live ? 

Ah, no I the laurel garland which they wove 
To deck thine early bier, for mine was braided : 

What is this life without the light of love ? 

1 cast it from me, for its bloom hath faded. 

Yes, when I loved, and felt thy love was given. 

Then life indeed was something. Glittering lay 
The golden radiance of a new-born day. 

And life was for an hour a dream of heaven ! 

Thou 6tof»d’8t as on life's threshold, newly lighted. 

When first I cross'd it with a maiden fear ; 

A thousand suns to gild my path united. 

And thou wert like an angel station’d near ; 

From childhood’s fairy land to lead me forth. 

On to life’s eminence my guide to be ; 

My first sensation was of heavenly birth ! 

My first fond look of love was fix’d on thee ! ^ ^ 

sinks into a reverie^ then proceeds^ wUh stgHS ^ horrof*^ 
But fate put forth its hand, and, rude and cold. 

With iron grasp it crush’d thy tender mould ; 

Beneath the horses’ hoofs that frame was hurl'd^ 

So fares it with the lovely in this world. 

WALLENSTEIlf*S MUBINGS AFTER THE DEATH OF MaX PiCCOLO^ 

MINI, &C. 

WaL There is a busy muster in the heavens— 

The nightwind hunts the castle flag— swift fly 
The driving clouds — the nioou her sickle shates. 

And through The night scat^ra uncertain gleams* 
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Ku star is m the fiky: Yon languid ray. 

That twinkles lonely, streams from Cassiopeia, 

And thereabout is Jupiter ; but yet 
The darkness of the storm-cloud covers him. 

[ J/r sink/f into mediiation, and looks otd tvith fixed attention. 
Countess [looking on him mournfully ^ and clasping him hy ike hand)* 
What dost thou think of? Tell me, Wallenstein. 

IVaL Methinks if I but saw him, it were well : 

He is the star that shone upon my life. 

And often hath the sight of him inspired me 
With wondrous strength. 

Coun, Thou wilt see him yet again. 

Wall, (who has again smtk into ahstraciion, rouses himself and turns 
hastily to the Countess), 

See him again— O never, never ! 

Coun. How ? 

Wall, For he is dead — is dust. 

Coun, Whom dost thou mean ? 

Wall, He is the happy one — His race is run. 

For him. there is no future more — with him 
Fate plays no more its treacherous game, his life 
Lies foldless all and clear before his eye— 

No spot lurks darkly now — no hour for him. 

With evil-boding stroke, can knell again I 
High above hope and dread, beyond the sphere 
Of these inconstant, these perfidious planets — 

O, well with him ! but who shall say what fate 
For us the dark approaching hour may bring ? 

Coun, Thou speak'st of Piccolominj — How died he ? 

The messenger went hence even as I came. 

f Wallenstein motions to her with his hand to be silent. 

O, look not back upon the gloomy past. 

But forth into the clearer coming day. 

Think of the prize, forget the price it cost. 

Think not to-day that thou hast lost thy friend. 

For when he left thy side he died to thee. 

Wall, I know I shall forget the blow at last ; 

What will not man forget ? From things most dear. 

Even as from things most common, is he wean'd 
By the omnipotence of circumstance. 

But well I feel what I have lost in him. 

The flower is faded from my way of life. 

And cold and dreary lies the path before me ; 

For he was like the spirit of my youth. 

Making reality a lovely dream. 

And with the magic misfo of moruing gilding 
The bare and naked notbihgness of things ; 

In the pure flame of feeling and of love 
The worn and daily fornTs of life exalting. 

Till I myself have wonder’d at the change. 

Yes, I may straggle onward ; but the dream — 

The dream of life is gone — that coities no more 
For what ai'c Fortune's gifts without the fripnd. 

Who feels our joy, and doubles while he sliarcs it ? 
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Couft. Droop not, nor doubt of thine own strength ; thy heart 
la rich enough to need no other impulse. 

The virtues which thou lovest and prizest in him. 

Thou hast tliyself iinp]ant€Mi and unfolded. 

WalL (j^oing to the door). Who comes to us so late at night ? — It ii» 
The commandant. He brings tlie fortrcss-heys. — 

H Leave us, iny sister — Midnight is jit*liand. 

Coun. Alas ! to-nig]jt 1 scarce can bear to leave thee. 

And fear sits heavy on me. 

^ Fear ?— of what ? 

Coim. Them may’st be taken from us in the night. 

And we may n ake and hnd thee never more. 

Wall. Merc phautoiiis ofithe brain ! — 

Coufi. — My soul batli been 

I.ong liarass'd by sonic dark presentiments ; 

And when I combat them awake, they fall 
In sleeji upon my heart in fearful dreams. 

Methouglit I saw thee yesternight beside 

Thy former wife, at table, richly dress'd 

JValL That is a dream of happy aiigurj^ ; 

That marriage was the footstool of my fortunes. 

Coun. To-day I dreamt I sought thee in thy chamber. 

I enter'd ; when I look'd around, it was not 
Th)'' chamber, but the monast'ry at Citschin, 

Which thou hast built, and where thou would'st be buried. 

WalL One jiaiuful thought preoccupies thy mind. 

Con. How ? Deein'st thou not that warning voices spcnik. 
Prophetic of our fate, to us in dreams ? 

IVaL There are such voices, that is doubtless ; yet, 

Not WARNING VOICES, suicc they but foretell 
That which is fix'd and unavoidable. 

Even as the sun's reflection in the horizon 
fileams ere he rises, so the spectral shadows 
Of great events come striding on before. 

And in to-day already stalks to-niorroiv. 

I have bethought me often of the talcs 

TVliich I have heard of the fourth Henry's death. 

Long ere Uavaillac's inurd'rous hand had arm'd 
Itself against his life, the King had felt 
The visionary dagger in his breast; ^ 

It broke his nightly rest ; it haunted him 
Even in the guarded chambers of his Louvre ; 

It drove him forth ; the coronation mirth 
I^eal'd round him like a funeral knell ; his ear 
Heart! the loud beating of the assassin's tread. 

That sought him through the crowded streets of Paris. 

Coun. And does no fearful presage tell thee. aught ? 

JValL Nothing.— Be calm and fear not. 

Coun. {relapsing into melancholy thought). Once ugHiii, 

As after thee I came, thou fled'st liefore me 
I’lirough lengthen'd passages and empty liallst 
'i'liat open'd endless ou the eye. l)«><»ra 
Tngellier clashing ; panting, on I flew', 
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But could not reach thce* Sudden from behind 
I felt a frozen hand lay hold upon, me— 

*Twas thinc^^nd thou did'et kiss me ; and abote us 
A crimson covering slowly was laid down* 


ODE 

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF BONAPARTE. 

{From an Article on Manztm^s ItaUan Tragedies^ in the Foreign 
Quarterly RevieWy No* /.) 


The stormy joy, the trembling hope 
That wait on mightiest enterprise ; 

The panting heart of one, whose scope 
Was empire, and who gain'd the prize. 

And grasps a crown, of which it seem'd 
Scarce less than madness to have dreain'd,^ 
All these were his ; glory that shone 
The brighter for its perils past. 

The rout, the victory, the throne. 

The gloom of banishment at last,— 
Twice in the very dust abased. 

And twice on Fortune's altar raised. 

His name was heard ; and mute with fear 
Contending centuries stood by. 

Submissive, from Ids mouth to hear 
The sentence of their destiny ; 

While he bade silence be, and sate 
Between them, arbiter of fate. 

He pass'd, and on this barren rock 
Inactive closed his proud career, 

A mark for envy's rudest shock. 

For pity's warmest, purest tear. 

For hatred's unextinguished tire, 

And love that lives when all expire. 

As on the drowning seaman's head 
The wave comes thundering from on liigli ; 
The wave to which, afar display'd. 

The wretch had turn'd his straining eye. 
And gazed along the gloomy main 
For some far sail, but gazed in vain : 

So on bis soul came back the wave 
Of melancholy memory. 

How oft hath he essay'd to grave 
IJis image for posterity ; v , 
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Till o*er th* eternal chroftide . 

Tl^ weary hand desponding fdl 1 

How oft, what time the listless day 
Hath died, and in the lonely flood 
The Indian sun hath quench'd his ray. 
With folded arms the hero stood ; 

While dreams of days no more to be 
Throng back into his memory ; 

He sees his moving tents again. 

The leaguer'd walls around him lie. 

The squadron 8^ gleaming on the plain. 
The ocean wave of cavalry. 

The rapid order promptly made. 

And with the speed of thought obey'd. 
Alas ! beneath its punishment 
Perchance the wearied soul had droop'd 
Despairing ; but a spirit sent 
From heaven" to raise the wretched, stoop'd 
And bore him where diviner air 
Breathes balm and comfort to despair/* 


STANZAS 

WRITTEN AT THE CI.OSE OP THE YEAR. 

(l^row Literary Oems^) 

And it hath gone into the grave of time— 

The past — the mighty sepulchre of all ! 

That solemn sound— the midnight’s mournful chime. 

Was its deep dead-bell ! — but, within the hall. 

The old and young held gladsome festival.— 

What hath it left them, thus to cause such joy ?— 

Gray hairs to some — and hearts less green to all. 

And fewer steps to where their fathers lie 

Low in the church-yard cell— cold — dark — and silently.— 

Strange time for mirth— when round the leafless tree 
The wild winds of the winter moan and sigh. 

And while the twilight saddens oW the lea. 

Mute every woodland's evening melody— 

Mute the wide landscape— save where, hurrying by, 

Roars the dark torrent on its headlong flight. 

Or, slowly sailing through the blackening sky, 

Hoote unto solitude the bird of night. 

Seeking the domeless wall— the turret's hoary height ; — 

An^yet with Nature, sooth, we need not grieve ; 

She does not heed the woes of human kind : 
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No ; for the tempests howl» the watere heave 
Their hoary hills unto the raging wind, 

And the poor bark no resting-place can find ; 

And friends on shore shall weep— and weep in vadn. 

For, to the ruthless elements consign’d. 

The seaman’s corpse is drifting through the main. 

Ne'er to be seen by them — ^nor heard of e'er again ! 

Now o’er the skies the esrbs of light are spread, 

And through yon shoreless sea they wander on 
Where is the place of your abode, ye dead ? 

To what far regions have your spirits gone ? 

But ye are silent — silent as the stone 
That gathers moss above your bed of rest, 

And from the land of- souls returneth none 
To tell us of the place to which we haste : 

But time will tell us all — and time will tell us best. 

How still— how soft — and yet how dread is all 
The scene around I— the silent earth and air ! 

What glorious lamps are hung in Night’s high halJ— 

Her dome— so vast, magnificent, and fair ! 

Oh ! for an angel's wing, to waft me there ! 

How sweet, methinks, e’en for one little day. 

To leave this cold, dull sphere of cloud and care. 

And midst the immortal bowers above, to stray 
In lands of light and love — unblighted by decay ? 

Surely there is a language in the sky— 

A voice that speaketh of a world to come ; 

It swells from out thy depths. Immensity ! 

And tells us this is not our final home— 

As the tpss’d bark, amidst the ocean's foam. 

Hails, through the gloom, the beacon o’er the ware; 

So from life’s troubled sea, o’er which we roam. 

The stars, like beacon lights, beyond the grave. 

Shine through the deep, o’er which our barks we hope to save 

Now gleams the moon on Arthur's mighty crest. 

That dweller of the air — abrupt and lone ; 

Hush’d is the city in her nightly rest ; 

But hark !— there comes a sweet and solemn tone. 

The lingering strains, that swelFd, in ages gone, 

The music of the wake — oh ! many an ear. 

Raised from the pillow gentle sleep hath fiown, 

Lists with delight, while blend the smilt and tear. 

As recollections rise of many a vanish’d year. 

It speaks of former scenes— of days gone by — 

Of early friendships — of the loved and lost— 

And wakes such music in the heart, as sigh 
Of evening woes from harp-stringS gently >cr6i!it; ^ 

And tfaou^ts and feelings crowdi-*-a mrira host. 
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O'er the lone bosom from their sluinbers deep^ 

Unfelt amidst its winter’s ^atherin^^ frost. 

Till the soft spell of music o’er it creep. 

And thaw the ice away, and bid the dreamer weep ! 

JEdinhurgh Magazine. 


THE SCHOOL-BOYS. 

{JFrom ^^^LiUrary Gems."*) 

’Twas evening mild : the sun’s departing eye 
Closed on the hills that skirt the western sky ; 

Deep from the gro^ the stock-dove’s notes were heard. 
Tuned to the courtsliip of his listening bird ; 

Lone in the vale the abbey’s tower w'as seen 
Clad in the ivy’s venerable green : 

From every cot the smoke in columns curl’d. 

And sweetness smiled on all the vernal world. 

In such a spot Contentment seem’d to dwell. 

Sick of the town, beneath her turf-clad cell : 

Sequester’d here from fashion’s high-bred trains. 

The tenant knows not folly's secret pains ; 

Unconscious he of half the joys that crown 
The taste, the mode, the learning of the town ; 
Unconscious, too, of all their secret woe. 

And all the mighty nothingness of show * 

I wander’d down the vale and pass’d the spot 
Where once my guardian held his peaceful cut ; 

I pass’d the house where oft, with careless look, 

I named the letters from tlie pictured book ; 

I saw the scenes where, fond of careless play. 

On thy blest afternoon, sweet Saturday ! 

Perhaps I raised the magpie's chattering tongue 
I ’the airy castle where she rock’d her young ; 

Or in hand-breadth canals decoy’d the rill 
To spout upon my little water-mill ; 

Or, by the marsh, cut down the hollow cane. 

And, uninspired piped out my noisy strain ; 

Till my kind friends, in anxious search, descried 
Their dabbled vagrant by the streamlet’s side. 

And, wondering at my stay, with fi|harp reproof. 

Led back my footsteps to their humble roof. 

But, while I pass’d along, the village tower 
Rung through vale the sweet msmissing hour ; 
Anon from school the master’s stripling crew^. 

With all the noise of youthful vigour lew ; 

Round tblNpj green they wheel’d in ^rtive chase. 
With flchull^ laughter smirking in each face* 
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One only came with aad depending brow. 

And o'er the threshold ventured aour and slow; 

set pcwhajM upon the dunce's stools 
Crown’d with the paper nt^ht<-cap of the fool, 

^ pettish mood now saunter'd o'er the i^een, 

^oo sad to mingle with the jocund scene ; 

Home to his mother strai^i^ht he seem'd to go. 

To tell the indulging parent all his woe. 

And ask that med’cine for a watery eye,— • 

A butter'd cake, till he forgot to cry. 

Not so the rest, whose parents seam'd t' approve 
The master's admonition, rod, or love ; 

^^Ith them the task, and all its irksome care, 

^^as whirled with their bonnets in the air ; 

And as a plant, confined in some clos%room. 

Nods o'er the Hower-pot with a sickly bloom. 

But placed abroad to imbibe the nursinn dews, 

Its blossoms glow with all their lovely hues ; 

^ they, long pent within their silent seat. 

Find health fn play, and play itself more sweet* 

Sonie shot the marble from the chalky ring. 

While some, with wooden bit and plaited string. 

Well pleased, with trotting pace, ran round the course 
In the strange fancy of a post-boy's horse ; 

With iB^oping hands, by handkerchief made blind. 

One tried to catch the followers behind ; 

With stones and turf some built the Trojan walls, 

through the air some toss'd the bounding b^ls ; 
Some tried the sailor's, some the mason's trade. 

And some at pitcfa-and-toss with buttons play'd 
The master's frown, the strap with triple thoiig 
Were banish'd in the whistle and the song; 

And the hard.lesson that employ'd the day. 

Was now exchanged for salutary play. 

Ob, lovely age ! in careless passions blest. 

Of man's few years the happiest and the best ! 

No future thoughts disturb their youthful year*— 

Play all their hope, the master all their fear ; 

No wish have they for wealth's ambitious curse^ 

The &ir*da^ penny fills their lit^e purse ; 

No mad^ desire through glory's ranks to pass. 

Their highest glor^— genera! of the class I . 

splendid pleasures that engage 
The wisest state of man’s maturer ago, 

Bes^w such real, sudb intrinsic byes. 

As flows frcnn youthful innocence l&e this ? 

sweets^ which many 0 ^fool pursues, 
quails, oft curse him as he chews ; 
luscious while they last. 

Like Plato’s feast, grow sweeter when they’ll Jjlist* 
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An Account of tl\e Total Income of the Revenue of Great Britain and Ireland, in the Year 
and Bounties of the nature of Drawbacks; together with an Account of the Public Exi>eiiditurc 
within the same period. 


Heads of Revenue. 


ORDINARY REVENUES. 


Balances and bills outstanding on 5th January 1825, 


PosUOftice, 

One shilling and sixpenny duty on pensions and I 
salaries, and four shillings in the pound on pen- j- 

Gackney ttoaches, and hawkers and pedlars, 

Small branches of the King^s hereditary revenue, 
Surplus produce of lottery, after payment of lottery | 

Siu^lus fees of regulated public offices, 

Poundage fees, pells^ fees, casualties, treasury fees, 1 
and hospital fees, I 


Net Receipt, as stated 
in column 4 of the 
account of Public 
Income. 


18,045,257 10 H 
22,:i4G,a5:i 1:1 ^ 

7,023,742 0 Oi 

^,176,722 8 2 

2,268,019 10 0-/g 

57,958 10 5J 

60,990 10 7 
513,766 10 4J 
9,056 1 5 

295,390 0 0 
56,091 14 7 
11,620 6 IIJ 


Deduct balances and bills outstanding on 5th Ja. > 
nuary 1826, — > 

Total ordinary revenues, 

OTHER RESOURCES. 

Money brought from the civil list, on account of :hel 

clerk of the llanaper, ' i 

Money received from the East India Company, on v 
i account of retired pay, pensions, of his Ma~ f 
jesty’s forces serving in the East Indies, per act 4 

4Geo. IV. ^71, * 

By the commissioners for the issue of E^iphequerl 
bills, for the employment of the poor, per act 6^ > 

Geo. 111. c. 34, ) 

By the trustees of naval and military pensions, ........... 

Money repaid in Ireland, on account of advances! 
from the consolidated fund, under various acts, for > 

public improvements,....., | 

Imprest and other monies paid into the Exchequer,..^. 


2,000 0 0 


60,000 0 0 


208,307 0 0 
4,507,500 0 0 
210,388 14 lOj 
220,283 11 0} 



60,115,807 

2,453,075 


0alii|ice$ in the hands of receivers, &c. on 5th January 1825, 

Ditto ditto on 5th January 1826,.^ 

Balances Jess in 1826 than in 1825,.^-^.. — 

Surplus Income. paid into the Exchequer, over expenditure thereout, 

Actual excess of income over expenditure, ........w...... 



5,365,996 19 
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ended ridi January, deducting ilie RepB:^cn<a, Allowances, IHscounts, brawbacics, 

of the United Kingdom, cxclustTe of tlic Sums applied to the Reduction of the National I^bt; 



payments out of the rXCOME IN ITS PRO- 
GRESS TO THE EXCMEaUEIl. 

(lharges of Uolleetion, - 

Other pay men 

Total payments out of the income* prior to 
the payments into the Excliequcr,^^^^ 

PAYMENTS OUT OF THE EXCHEQUER, 

Dividends, interest, and management of the public"^ 
debt, four quarters to 10th October, 1825, exclu- f 
sive of 5,486,4751. 7s. 8d. issued to the commis- T 
sinners for the reduction of the national debt , J 
Interest on exchequer 

Issued to the trustees of military and naval pcn-l 
siuns, &c. per act 3 f*eo. IV. c. 61, i 

Do. to the Bank of England, per act 4 tleo. IV. c. 22 

(Uvil list, four quarters to 5th January, 1826.-^..^^ 
Pensions charged by act of parliament on consollda* > 
ted fund, four quarters to lOth October, 1825,->«. S 

Salaries and allowances, 

Officers’ courts of justice, 

Expenses ot the mint, 

Bn ii n t i es, 

Repayment of loan from Royal Exchange Assurance 1 
Company, on iurcount of the new street, 

For the purchase of silver for the new coinage in \ 

Ireland,^-, — J 

For building new churches in the Highlands of Scotland 

Navy, 

Ordnance, — 

iM 


Money paid to the Bank of England more than \ I 

eeived from them for unclaimed dividends, / 1 


.%(K)8,.1T7 1C 74 

1,699,053 19 eg ] 


27,230,789 19 CJ 

828,498 2 5 

2,214,260 0 0 
58.'^,740 0 0 

1,057, 0(H) 0 0 
366,028 8 24 

87 641 Tr 04 
98,642 0 4 
14,748 15 10 
2,956 13 8 
2CK845 18 0 
30i;084 2 9 


100,000 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

t 50,000 

0 

0 

7,579,6.31 

4 

4i 

5,049,119 

4 

3 

1,567,087 

7 

7J 

2,216,081 

15 

41 


By tlic commissioners for issuing exchequer bills, 1 
per act ,3 Geo. IV. c. 86, for the employment of > 

the j 

Advances out of the consolidated fund in Ireland, \ 
for public i 


49,464 11 6 
125,130 0 0 
523,268 7 2J 


Surplus of income paid into Exchequer over ex'-l 
piiiditurc issued thereout. 


5,597.431 1C Si 


28,060,280 1 lU 


2,800,009 0 0 


1,189,947 3 10 


050,000 0 0 


17,211,119 11 7} 


707,872 1 « 8| 
^217,459 12 3| 
5,653,841 6 01 

62,871,300 18 4i 
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An Account of the UNPtrNDEi> Debt of Great Bbitatn and TrEearu, and of the DEMAuns 
outstanding on the 5th day of January, 1826 ; distinguished under the following heads ; viz. Ex- 
chequer Bills ; Sums remaining Unpaid, charged upon the Aids granted by Parliament ; Advan- 
cesout of die Consolidated Fund in Ireland towards the Supplies ; and Exchequer Bills to b( 
issued on the Consolidated Fund ; and distinguishing also such part of the Unfunded Debt an< 
Demands, as have been provided for by Parliament; — together with an Account of the Ways ant 
Means remaining in the Exchequer, or to be received on the 6th of January, 1826, to defray sucl 
part of the Unfunded Debt and Demands Outstanding, as have been provided for. — IC ommojts 
192.] 



Provided. 

Unprovided. 

Total. 

Exchequer bills, exclusive of X3,75fi, 300 
issued for paying off X‘4 per cents, thef 
payment of which is charged on ther 
sinking fund, 3 

Sums remaining unpaid, charged upon 1 
aids granted by Parliament, j 

Advances made out of the consolidated *1 
fund in Ireland, towards the supplies { 
which are to be repaid to the conso- 
lidated fund, out of the ways and 1 
means in Great Britain, J 

Total unfunded debt and de« £ 
mands outstanding, ] 

Ways and means, £ 

Surplus ways and means, £ 

£ s. d, 

4,422,497 3 OJ 

655,441 12 10 

£ s, d, 

30,771,050 0 0 

£ s, d. 

30,771,050 0 0 

4,422,407 3 

655,441 12 10 

5,077,938 16 3J 

5,335,870 9 4i 


35,849,588 16 3J 

257,931 13 1 i 

S^mSB 

... 

Exchequer bills to be issued to complete the charge upon ^ ^ 
the consolidated fund, j 

5,548,817 9 7 

6,548,817 9 7 


PRISONS. % 

Report of ihc Select Ccmitniltce 
pointed to imij^uire into the Slate of 
Prisons in Scotland, and into the 
means qf maintaining Prisoners con^ 
Jined therein under criminal war^ 
rants , — [Commons.] 

Your Committee have called for 
and obtained returns calculated to 
show the present condition of the pri- 
sons in Scotland, and they have exa- 
mined several witnesses qualified to 
afford important information on the 
subject* They have also procured 


evidence as to the extent of the funds 
belonging to royal burghs, on which 
alone the obligation to erect and main- 
tain sufficient gaols, and to aliment 
prisoners under criminal warrants sub- 
sequent to conviction, is at present by 
law imposed. 

The result of this inquiry has, in 
the opinion of your Committee, been 
to show, that with a few exceptions, 
the state of those prisons is very de- 
fective in point of security, accommo- 
dation* and management ; while the 
Rinds from which such prisons ought 
to be improved, are, in most instances, 
inadequate to that purpose. 











Chap. l.J 


CHRONICLE. 


It seems matter of regret, that so 
little advantage has resulted from the 
inquiries into the state of Scottish 
gaols, which were made in Parliament 
in the years 1818 and 1819, followed 
by the act 59 Geo. III. c. 6L which 
enabled counties to give aid to burghs 
in enlarging and improving their pri- 
sons ; and under such circumstances 
it appears to your Committee, that it 
is no longer a matter of choice but of 
necessity, that a speedy and effectual 
remedy should be applied to an «vil 
of such magnitude. 

Impressed with the belief that no 
prison can be properly constructed 
or regulated unless it be of consider- 
able size, it has occurred to your 
Committee, as a matter meriting much 
attention^ whether it would not be 
expedient that gaols should be erect- 
ed in certain districts of Scotland, 
calculated for the custody of prison- 
ers under criminal warrants, when 
subjected to imprisonment of some 
duration. As the assizes are not held 
in every county in Scotland, but sole- 
ly at what arc termed circuit towns, 
(to which towns, prisoners, not only 
from the counties in which such towns 
are situated, but from those of seve** 
ral adjoining counties, are brought for 
trial,) it is sufficiently apparent that 
such circuit towns would naturally 
form the most proper sites for these 
prisons ; and that the counties from 
whence prisoners are so brought for 
trial, would constitute the districts 
for whose prisoners such gaols would 
respectively afford accommodation. 

Whiley our Committee have thought 
it their duty to bring tills point into 
notice, they find it impossible, at this 
advanced period of the session of Par- 
liament, to furnish a full and satis- 
factory report on the important and 
difficult matters referred to their con- 
sideration, especially as touching the 
sources from which the necessary 
means for erecting proper prisons, and 
for the alimenting of prisoners under 


criminal warrants, subsequent to con- 
viction, ought to be derived. Your 
Committee have, therefore, deemed it 
the most advisable course to report 
the evidence taken by them to the 
House, accompanied by the humble 
expression of their opinion, that m 
the next session of Parliament these 
inmortant subjects ought again to be 
referred to a Committee, so that re- 
medies best suited to the evils may, 
after mature consideration, be sug- 
gested, and forthwith receive effect. 

With the view of obtaining correct 
evidence of the amount of the funds 
belonging to royal burghs, your Com- 
mittee thought it the most expedient 
course to cdl for copies of those ac- 
counts of each burgh, which had beea 
made up for the year ending in Oc- 
tober 1825, in terms of the act 3 Geo. 
IV. c. 91 , entitled, An Act for re- 
gulating the mode of accounting for 
the common good and revenues of 
the royal burghs of Scotland such 
accounts were in consequence obtain- 
ed ; but they proved to be so volu- 
minous, that your Committee have 
not deemed it advisable to lay them 
before the House, but have caused an 
abstract made from these accounts to 
form part of the appendix to this re- 
port. 

This report is followed by an Ap** 
pendix, containing details of the state 
of the various prisons of Scotland. 

CHURCHES. 

Second Rkport oflhe Commissioners 
appointed hy Virtue an Act qf Par^^ 
liamenty passed in the fourth year of' 
ike reign qfkis Majesty King George 
the Fourth, entitled, ‘‘ An Act jor 
building additional Places qf Wor-^ 
ship in the Highlands and Idands of 
Scotland ** — [ Common s. ] 

Thk proceedings of the Commis- 
sioners, from August 1823 to June 
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1825, were fully detailed in their first 
report, which contained a list of those 
places, thirty-one in number, to each 
of which a church had been assigned, 
and (with one exception) a minister 
and manse ; also a separate list of 
ten places, to which ministers and 
manses only had been provisionally 
offered, under the 28th secti n of the 
amended act of 1 824'. 

The first of these lists was liable 
to little alterations ; the remote situa- 
tion of Quarff, on the mainland of 
Shetland, had, indeed, precluded ac- 
curate knowledge of the place until 
last autumn, when a surveyor was 
dispatclicd to the Shetland islands at 
a large expense, which has produced 
little more than negative results ; nei- 
ther Quarff nor the places where the 
ministers and manses were offered, 
appearing to be decidedly eligible for 
the intended purpose ; but it is hoped 
that the surveyor has acquired such 
knowledge as may become useful 
hereafter, in judging of local informa- 
tion, which must be now sought from 
the presbytery and civil authorities. 

The surveyor took this opportunity 
to revisit the Orkney islands, where 
ministers and manses have been as- 
signed to Deerness and North Ro- 
naldsay respectively, on condition that 
the existing churches shall be pro- 
perly repaired and fitted for divine 
service, and security given to uphold 
them in future. 

Of the other places to which mini- 
sters and manses have been thus of- 
fered, four or five apparently will fail 
of obtaining the expected benefit, and 
thereby afford aa opportunity of 
transferring the offers to other appli- 
cants. 

The Commissioners have seen oc- 
casion to revise their proceedings with 
regard to the extensive parish of 
Gairlocb, the applications from which 
appear to have been unsuccessful, 
from circumstances which merit in- 


dulgence ; so that one church will be 
placed in that parish, when the best, 
situation for it shall have been ascer- 
tained, the original application having 
extended to no less than three addi- 
tional churches. 

The buildings (of which a sketch 
was given in the report of June last) 
have undergone no material altera- 
tion, but much discussion has arisen 
concerning the estimates and specifi- 
cations ; and from this cause chiefly 
the contractors are not so forward in 
their work as was anticipated. At 
present there is reason to expect that 
four churches, with the respective 
manses, will be comph^ted before the 
end of the present year. Of these, 
Tornantoul and Kinloch Luichart will 
be finished in July ; Croisk, (impro- 
perly called Brae, in the list of 
Churches,) and Plockton in Loch- 
alsh, in September or October next. 

Several of the applicants express an 
opinion, that fifteen hundred pounds 
is a scanty allowance for completing 
a church, a manse, and its appur- 
tenances ; but as this limit is imposed 
by the Highland church act, the Com- 
missioners cannot go beyond it ; nor 
have they been able to satisfy some 
of the applicants, wlio complain that 
tlieir churches are not early on the 
list for completion ; but the general 
progress of the whole work has been 
the sole object regarded in distribu- 
ting the churches and manses among 
the several contractors, who could 
scarcely have commenced operations 
on a single church or manse at the 
present moment, had they waited for 
the actual signature of their respec- 
tive contracts, several minute details 
not having been settled till very re- 
cently, and this without imputation 
of undue delay in any of the parties 
concerned. 

The Commissioners annex here- 
unto the annual account of charges 
and expenses payable by the Treasury, 
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amounting to 1320^. 17^. 6</., a larger 
sum, in all probability, than will be 
tequired in any future year. 

lljgpoRT /rom the Lorch* CmimiUecs 
appointed a Select Committee to in^ 
(pare into the State of Circulation of 
rrommory Notex under the mine, of 
C)L in Scotland and England ; and 
to report to the Houxe* 

The Committee have proceeded to 
the consideration of the subject re- 
ferred to them by the House, and 
Iiiivc collected from the examination 
of witnesses, and of the accounts laid 
before them, the information which 
will be found in the minutes of evi- 
dence, and in the appendix. 

They do not think it necessary to 
enter into a detailed analysis of this 
mass of information, because the re- 
sult of it would not lead, in their opi- 
nion, to the proposal to parliament, 
during the present session, of any 
measure affecting the circulating me- 
dium either of Scotland or of Ireland. 

They entertain no doubt that, up- 
on general principles, it would be 
desirable that the same system of 
currency should prevail throughout 
Hreat Britain and Ireland. At the 
same time, they are fully sensible that 
to such an uniformity of system there 
may be obstacles which may render 
the attempt to establish it at any par- 
ticular period, if not impracticable, 
yet liable to inconveniences which 
might more than counterbalance tlie 
ultimate advantage to be derived from 
it. 

With respect to Scotland, (to which 
the Committee wish, in the first place, 
toxall the attention of the House,) it 
is to be remarked, that during the 
period from 1766 to 1797, when no 
small notes were by law issuable in 
England, the portion of the currency 
of Scotland in which payments under 
51. were made continued to consist 


almost entirely of notes of 1/. and 
1/. Is. and that no inconvenience is 
known to have resulted from this 
difference in the currency of the 
two countries. This circumstance, 
amongst others, tends to prove that 
uniformity, however desirable, is not 
indispensably necessary. It is also 
proved by the evidence, and by the 
documents, that the banks of Scot- 
land, whether chartered or joint stock 
companies, or private establishments, 
have, for more than a century, exhi- 
bited a stability which the Committee 
believe to bo unexampled in the his- 
tory of banking ; that they support- 
ed themselves, from 1797 to 1812, 
without any protection from the re- 
striction by which the Bank of Eng- 
land and that of Ireland were relieved 
from cash payments ; that there was 
little demand for gold during the late 
embarrassments in the circulation ; 
and that, in the whole period of their 
establishment, there are not more than 
two or tliree instances of bankruptcy. 
As, during the whole of this period, 
a lar^e portion of their issues consist- 
ed, almost entirely, of notes not ex- 
ceeding 1/. or 1/. Ly. there is the 
strongest reason for concluding that, 
as far as respects the banks of* Scot- 
land, the issue of paper of that de- 
scription has been found compatible 
with the highest degree of solidity ; 
and that there is not, therefore, while 
they are conducted upon their pre- 
sent system, sufficient ground for pro- 
posing any alteration, with the view 
of adding to a solidity which has so 
long been sufficiently established. 

This solidity appears to derive a 
great support from the constant ex- 
change ot notes between the different 
banks, by which they become checks 
upon each other, and by which any 
over-issue is subject to immediate ob- 
servation and correction. 

There is also one part of their sys- 
tem which is stajtedby all tlie witness- 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 182 (i. [Ciiai\ L 


es, (and in the opinion of the Commit- 
tee very justly stated,) to have had the 
best efteets upon the people of Scot- 
land, and particularly upon the mid- 
dling and poorer classes of society, in 
producing and encouraging habits of 
frugality and industry. The practice 
referred to is that of cash credits. Any 
person who applies to a bank for a cash 
credit is called upon to produce two 
or more competent securities, who 
are jointly bound, and after a full in- 
quiry into the character of the appli- 
cant, the nature of his business, and 
the sufficiency of his securities, he is 
allowed to open a credit, and to draw 
upon the bank for the whole of its 
amount, or for such part as his daily 
transactions may require. To the 
credit of this account he pays in such 
sums as he may not have occasion to 
use ; and interest is charged or cre- 
dited upon the daily balance, as the 
case may be. From the facility which 
these cash Credits give to all the small 
transactions of the country, and from 
the opportunities which they afford 
to persons, who begin business with 
little or no capital but their character, 
to employ profitably the minutest 
products of their industry, it cannot 
be doubted that tlie most important 
advantages are derived to the whole 
community. The advantage to the 
banks who give these cash credits ari- 
ses from the call which they continu- 
ally produce for the ip.sue of their pa- 
per, and from the opportunity which 
they afford for the profitable employ- 
ment of part of their deposits. The 
banks are indeed so sensible, that, in 
order to make this part of their bu- 
siness advantageous and secure, it 
is necessary that their cash credits 
should (as they express it) be fre- 
quently operated upon, that they re- 
fuse to continue them unless this im- 
plied condition be fulfilled. The to. 
tal amount of their cash credits is 
«^tated by one witness to be five mil- 


lions, of which the average amount 
advanced by the banks may be one- 
third. 

The manner in which the practice 
of deposits on receipt is conducted, 
tends to produce the same desirable 
results. Sums to as low an amount 
as 1 0/. (and in some instances lower) 
are taken by the banks from the de- 
positor, who may claim them on de- 
mand. He receives an interest, usu- 
ally about one per cent below the 
market rate. It is stated that these 
deposits are to a great extent left un- 
called for from year to year, and that 
the depositors are in the habit of add- 
ing, at the end of each year, to the 
interest then accrued, the amount of 
their yearly savings ; that the sums 
thus gradually accumulated belong 
chiefly to the labouring and industri- 
ous classes of the community, and that 
when such accounts are closed, it is 
generally for the purpose of enabling 
tlie depositors either to purchase a 
house or to engage in business. 

It is contended by all the persons 
engaged in banking in Scotland, that 
the issue of one pound notes is essen- 
tial to the continuance both of their 
cash credits, and of the branch banks 
established in the poorest and most 
remote districts. Whether the dis- 
continuanceof one pound notes would 
necessarily operate to the full extent 
w'hich they apprehend, in either of 
these respects, may perhaps admit of 
doubt ; but the apprehensions enter- 
tained on this head, by the persons 
most immediately concerned, might, 
for a time at least, have nearly the 
same effect as the actual necessity, 
and there is strong reason to believe 
that, if the prohibition of one pound 
notes should not ultimately overturn 
the whole system, it must for a consi- 
derable time materially affect it. 

The Directors of the Bank of Eng- 
land, who have been examined before 
the Committee, have given it as their 
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opinion^ that a circulation of notes of 
one pound in Scotland or in Ireland 
would not produce any effects injuri- 
ous to the metallic circulation of £ng« 
land, provided such notes be respect- 
ively confined within the boundary of 
their own country. 

Notwithstanding the opinions which 
have been here detailedf the Commit- 
tee are on the whole so deeply im^ 
pressed with the importance of a me- 
tallic circulation below 51. in Eng- 
land, not only for the benefit of Eng- 
land, but likewise for that of all the 
other parts of the empire, that if they 
were reduced to make an option be- 
tween the establishment of such a 
metallic circulation in Scotland, or 
the abandonment of it in England, 
they would recommend the prohibi- 
tion of small notes in Scotland. But 
they entertain a reasonable expecta- 
tion that legislative measures may be 
devised which will be effectual in pre- 
venting the introduction of Scotch 
paper into England ; and unless such 
measures should in practice prove 
ineffectual, or ^unless some new cir- 
cumstance should arise to derange the 
operations of the existing system in 
Scotland itself, or materially to affect 
the relations of trade and intercourse 
between Scotland and England, they 
are not disposed to recommend that 
the existing system of banking and 
currency in Scotland should be dis- 
turbed. 

With respect to Ireland, the situa- 
tion of that country, as to its circula- 
tion, and as to its system of banking, 
is materially different from that of 
Scotland. In Scotland there are three 
banks, of which the proprietors are 
protected by act of parliament or 
charter from personal responsibility 
beyond the amount of their respective 
shares ; and there are many other 
banks, consisting of a large and un- 
limited number of partners, personal- 
ly responsible to the whole extent of 


their property, of which the aggregate 
amount is very considerable. There 
are also branches or agencies of mosC 
of the banks very widely established 
throughout the country. 

In Ireland, the only bank possess- 
ing the advantage of a limitation of 
personal responsibility, is the Bank of 
Ireland, which, till a late alteration 
in the law, was the only cstablishmei^ 
which was permitted to have more 
tlian six partners. The -circulating 
medium consists, indeed, in both coun- 
tries, to a great extent of notes under 
5L ; but the system of banking in Ire- 
land, instead of remaining unshaken 
for a long period, as that of Scotland, 
has experienced so many shocks, that 
its banking establishments are now 
nearly confined to the chartered Bank 
of Ireland, its local agencies, the 
branches of the provincial bank which 
is established in London, one joint 
stock company in Dublin, and ano- 
ther at Belfast, the latter of which has 
local agencies, and a few private banks 
in Dublin and Belfast. The issue of 
notes under 5L has been at different 
periods permitted and prohibited in 
Ireland ; there is therefore no pre- 
scription to plead for their continu- 
ance, and tliere is no experieuce of 
any such system as that of cash cre- 
dits in Scotland, which is stated to 
rest mainly upon their issue. There 
is not at present in Ireland tlie same 
check upon over-issue, which is de- 
rived in Scotland from the continual 
exchanges of notes between the dif- 
ferent banks ; and the failures of pri- 
vate banks have frequently spread 
the greatest distress over large por- 
tions of the country. Previously to the 
Bank Restriction Act, there appears, 
by the evidence taken before the com- 
mittee of the House of Commons in 
1804*, to have existed in Ireland a 
considerable metallic circulation, of 
tlie existence of which in Scotland 
the committee are not informed. 
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Many of the reasons, therefore, up- 
on which the committee have ground- 
ed their opinion against any present 
provision for a future alteration in the 
currency ^of Scotland, do not apply to 
Ireland, and the introduction of a 
larger proportion of metallic curren- 
cy into the latter country appears lia- 
ble to less difficulty than the applica- 
tion of the same principle to the for- 
mer. There is, however, a consider- 
able difference in the opinions of the 
witnesses, whom the committee have 
hitherto had the opportunity of exa- 
mining. While all agree in the neces- 
sity of allowing the issue of paper be- 
low 51. on account of the small value 
of the articles which compose the 
daily transactions of the country, 
there are some who think that the in- 
convenience to be apprehended from 
any change in the present circulation 
would be only temporary, and would 
be materially mitigated, by allowing 
the issue of notes of 2L or 8/. There 
are others who state that any altera- 
tion by which the issue of 1 1, notes 
should be prohibited, would cause the 
cessation, or at least the contraction, 
to a most inconvenient degree, of the 
accommodation now afforded to the 
country ; that it would involve the 
discontinuance of many of the branch- 
es both of the Bank of Ireland and 
of the provincial bank ; and that it 
would put an end to the prospect of 
establishing the Scotch system of 
cash credits, into which system the 
provincial bank was beginning to en- 
ter. 

The committee cannot but admit 
it to be doubtful whether, under the 
peculiar circumstances of Ireland, the 
Scottish system is capable of being 
transferred in all its parts, and with 
all its advantages, to that country ; 
but they abstain from recommending, 
at the, present moment, the adoption 
of any measure for assimilating by 
slow gradations the circulating me- 


dium of Ii'eland to that which will 
become at an earlier period the circu- 
lating medium of England, only un- 
der the expectation, that further in- 
formation and more experience, as to 
the effects and operation of the chan- 
ges which have lately taken place in 
the banking system of Ireland, may 
lead to the formation of a decided opi- 
nion upon grounds more completely 
satisfactory than those upon which 
they could at present rest it. 

Mr Jacob's Report ow the Trade in 
CorUy and on the Agriculture of the 
North of Europe, Dated Feh^ 

Ttuiryy 1826. 

To the Eight Honourable the Lords of 
the Committee of his Majesty* s Privy 
Coumil for Trade, 

My Lords, 

In pursuance of the instructions 
communicated by your lordsliips on 
the 25th June last, I proceeded to the 
continent, passing tnrough the Ne- 
therlands, the Prussian provinces on 
the Rhine, and the dominions of Sax- 
ony, to Berlin, and from tlience by 
Stettin to Dantzic. 

From Dantzic I travelled through 
thekingdomof Poland, visiting Thorn, 
Warsaw, and Cracow; deviating in 
several directions from the main road, 
returned through Gailicia, Moravia, 
Austria, Bavaria, and Wirtemburg, to 
Strasburgh, where I entered France, 
and, by way of Paris, reached Eng- 
land. 

1 was induced, by my instructions, 
to direct my principal attention to the 
supplies of grain, and the nature of 
the commerce in it, within the districts 
whose surplus finds a vent through 
the mouths of the Vistula ; and also 
to collect information on the subject 
in the other parts of the continent 
through which I passed. 

I heard everywhere among land- 
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owners, farmers^ and corn merchants, 
complaints of the distress in which 
they were involved ; and their com- 
plaints were far too general to leave 
room for the suspicion, that they were 
not founded on the existing state of 
their respective circumstances. The 
prices of produce of all kinds within 
the last three or four years, when com- 
pared with the period which had pre- 
ceded them, or indeed with any past 
period, in which fH*ices are accurately 
recorded, confirmed the convicyon, 
that their complaints were justified 
by the losses they had sustained. 

It appeared of some importance to 
collect, where it could be done with 
any assurance of accuracy, the prices 
of corn for a series of years. The wars 
of which these countries have been the 
theatre, gave a degree of uncertainty 
to some of the accounts before the 
year 181/5, and that uncertainty was 
in several places increased by the va- 
riations in the value of the circulating 
medium, which had taken place du- 
ring the continuance of hostilities. 
Except at Dantzic, where a register 
had been kept for near two centuries, 
at Berlin, where from the minister of 
the interior I received the prices for 
iifty years ; and at Warsaw, where I 
obtained them from the Stadthousc, 
for thirty years, I confined ray in- 
quiries to the last ten years. The se- 
veral accounts which were collected, 
form a part of the appendix to this 
report. 

As the facts collected, and the re- 
marks made during my journey, are 
of very various kinds, and were com- 
mitted to writing as they occurred, it 
may be more satisfactory to your lord- 
ships if, after shortly describing the 
nature of the corn trade^ as carried on 
by the Vistula, which, as far as con- 
cerns wheat, is the most important ; 
and after recounting, according to my 
instructions, the quantity of wheat ac- 
cumulated in tlic several exporting 


places, I state whatever relates to the 
raising of corn, to the cost of its pro- 
duction, and the supplies yielded, in 
thedifierent divisions of Europe, which 
have hitherto conveyed their grain to 
our markets, in the order in which I 
viewed the several countries. 

The commerce of corn generally in 
the countries whose connexion with 
the sea,, is maintained by the river 
Vistula, has been extensive during a 
long scries of years. The shipment to 
foreign countries was, during a long 
period, almost exclusively confined to 
the city of Dantzic. 

The government of Prussia viewed 
with some jealousy the trade of that 
city, wliich was tlien one of the inde- 
pendent Hanse Towns ; and having 
the land on both sides the river, from 
the boundaries of Poland to those of 
Dantzic, endeavoured, by forming the 
city of Elbing into a free mart, to draw 
the trade through that place and its 
port of Pillau. 

Some success attended this plan, 
and the trade was carried on through 
the two rival channels, with a compe- 
tition which has been continued to 
the present time ; for though Dantzic 
has been since added to the Prussian 
territories, and the preference given to 
Elbing consequently withdrawn, the 
latter city seems to have retained its 
proportionate share oi‘ the export of 
corn. 

Attempts are at this time making 
by Russia, to divert the corn trade of 
Poland, but especially of the provinces 
of that country which have been se- 
arated from it, and are now compre- 
ended in Russia, to the port of Riga, 
as the place of shipment. For this 
purpose, canals are now constructing, 
which are intended to facilitate the 
conveyance of goods to the river Da- 
na. It is not, however, probable, that 
a very great proportion of the trade 
will be drawn into that channel. The 
port of Riga is closed by frost a much 



n EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. 


longer time than that of Dantzic; 
the passage from it to the countries 
where corn is wanted, is longer ; the 
climate is less favourable for drying 
the grain after removing it from the 
barges, preparatory to shipment $ and 
it, at present, has not those spacious 
amd well-adapted warehouses, for the 
secure deposit of corn, by which 
Dantzic is eminently distinguished. 

Some portion of the corn is at pre- 
sent brought down to the sea^shore, 
by the river Niemcn, and, after pay- 
ing a transit duty to Prussia, at the 
town of Schraaleningken, is conveyed 
to Memel. This branch of the trade is, 
however, but small, as it appears (see 
Appendix, No. 1.) that in the three 
years, 1816, 1817, and 1818, a period 
when the general trade was the great- 
est, the whole quantity that paid the 
transit duty was only 49,596 quarters 
of wheat, 21,830 quarters of barley, 
185,292 quarters of rye, and 108,482 
quarters of oats. 

From the southern provinces of 
Poland, viz. Sandomir and Cracow, in 
which the greatest quantity of the best 
wheat is produced, a portion is annu- 
ally sent into the neighbouring Prus- 
sian province of Silesia, by land, where 
a part of it is consumed by the few in- 
habitants of Pireslaw, and the other 
cities who cat wheaten br^d. The 
greater part is, however, conveyed by 
the river Oder, and then by the canal 
which unites that river with the Ha- 
vel, to the city of Berlin. It forms an 
article in the weekly returns of the 
corn market of that capital ; and, by 
the whiteness of its flour, is preferred 
for pastry and confectionery. In those 
years, when the prices of grain have 
been the most raised in England, some 
of it has been sent here from Stettin, 
wIliRtt those of the inhabitants of that 
itaghbourhood who used wheat were 
stippliei with an inferior kind of their 
own growth. 

Those other channels, by which the 
suqdus corn of Poland is distributed, 
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bear, however, but a small proportion 
to that which passes by the mouths of 
the Vistula, at Dantzic and Elbing ; 
and the manner in which the trade 
by these places is carried on, may de- 
serve detailed notices. 

The cultivators of that corn which 
is supplied to trade, are almost uni- 
versally both owners and occupiers of 
the soil on which it grows. They cul- 
tivate it by the labour of their tenants 
or subjects, who raise sufficient for 
their own support, but have scarcely 
any surplus. It does not, as in most 
other countries, come to the several 
markets in small parcels. As wheat 
particularly can scarcely be there con- 
sidered an article of food, it would 
scarcely ever find purchasers among 
the inhabitants of the countries in 
which it is grown, if it were brought 
to the weekly or other markets in their 
own towns: It is almost exclusively 
an article for foreign consumption. 

The whole of the internal commerce 
of Poland is in the hands of the Jews, 
who are very numerous, comprehend- 
ing nearly one-seventh of the whole 
population, and not being engaged in 
cultivation, nor inhabiting villages, 
forming the majority in most of the 
market towns. They arc acute, tem- 
perate, economical, rather active than 
industrious, and are said to be pos- 
sessors of the far larger proportion of 
the floating capital of the country. Al- 
most every transaction passes tliroiagli 
their hands, and few persons can ei- 
ther buy or sell, borrow or lend, with- 
out the aid of some individuals of that 
race. Though not allowed by the law 
to call themselves brokers, or factors, 
they are effectually such to the whole 
of the nation. 

They are accused of nourishing a 
most implacable hatred towards all 
other people, and of deeming it no mo- 
ral crime to deceive and cheat Chris- 
tians. Whatever of truth there may be 
in these charges, these supposed feel- 
ings of the Jews arc met on the part 
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of the majority of the other inliabi- 
tants by a degree of contempt and de- 
grading treatment of the most aggra« 
vating nature ; a treatment so remote 
from what is exercised towards that 
people in England, Germany, France, 
and Holland, that it may have perhaps 
mainly contributed to form the cha- 
racter which they are accused of bear- 
ing. 

It will not appear surprising, on re- 
ferring to the changes that Poland has 
undergone, — the ravages she has suf- 
fered from wars, the demands for the 
personal services of her proprietors in 
the armies of the successive masters 
that have ruled the country, — the ex- 
clusion from all foreign trade, and, till 
of late, the total absence of all manu- 
factories,— that there should be now 
great individual distress, even whilst 
the country, as a whole, may be ad- 
vancinij in prosperity. 

The individuals who most suffer are 
the landed proprietors, and they have, 
with a few exceptions, become depen- 
dent, in a greater or less degree, on 
the more monied Jews. 

There is every reason to believe, 
that few landed proprietors are wholly 
free from incumbrances, and that many 
of them are involved to such an ex- 
tent, that they are compelled to de- 
liver to their creditors the whole sur- 
plus produce of their estates, as soon 
as it can be prepared for removal. The 
Jews, by their universal connexion 
with others of their nation in distant 
laces, have far better opportunities of 
nowing what prices they are likely 
to obtain for corn, than the gentlemen 
who raise it ; and the latter, from their 
situation, must take that as the price 
which their creditors may determine. 

On the banks of the Vistula there 
are many warehouses well adapted for 
preserving corn, at the places whence 
it is most convenient to embark it. 
The crops are generally removed from 
the farms of the proprietors as speed- 


ily as possible, and remain there in 
the power of the creditor, who cither 
allows for it a stipulated price, or un- 
dertakes to convey it to Dantzic, to 
be sold at the risk of the debtor ; but 
with the proceeds to be received by 
the creditor. 

The charges for warehousing, ship.^^ 
ping, freight, tolls, commission, and 
other demands, have been lately so 
high, in proportion to the prices, that 
very small sums have been carried to 
the credit of the landholder; and 
where estates arc mortgaged, they 
have been generally insufficient in 
amount to keep under the growing 
interest. 

There are two modes of conveying 
wheat to Dantzic by the Vistula. That 
which grows near the lower parts of 
the river, comprehending Polish Prus- 
sia, and pail of the province of Plock, 
and of Masovia, in the kingdom of 
Poland, which is generally of an in- 
ferior quality, is conveyed in covered 
boats, with shifting boards, that pro- 
tect the cargo from the rain, but not 
from pilfering. These vessels are long, 
and draw about fifteen inches water, 
and bring about IfiOquarters of wheat. 
They are not, however, so well calcu- 
latea for the upper parts of the river. 
From Cracow, where the Vistula first 
becomes navigable, to below the junc- 
tion of the Bug with that stream, the 
wheat is mostly conveyed to Dantzic 
in open fiats. These are constructed 
on the banks, in seasons of leisure, 
on spots far from the ordinary reach 
of the water, but which, when the 
rains of autumn, or the melted snow 
of the Carpathian mountains, in the 
spring, fill and overflow the river, are 
easily floated. 

Barges of this description are about 
75 feet long, and £0 broad, with a 
depth of two feet and a half. They 
are made of fir, rudely put together, 
fastened with wooden treenails, the 
corners dove-tailed and secured with 
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slight ifon claitnps^ the only iron em- 
ployed in the construction. 

A large tree, the length of the ves- 
sel, runs along the bottom, to which 
timbers are secured. This roughly 
cut keelson rises nine or ten inchp 
from the floor, and hurdles are laid 
on it, which extend to the sides. They 
are covered with mats made of rye 
straw, and serve the purpose of dun- 
nage ; leaving below a space in which 
the water that leaks through the sides 
and bottom is received. The bulk is 
kept from the sides and ends of the 
barge by a similar plan. The water, 
which these ill-constructed and im- 
perfectly caulked vessels receive, is 
dipped out at the end and sides of the 
bulk of wheat. 

Vessels of this description, draw 
from ten to twelve inches of water, 
and yet they frequently get aground 
in descending the river. The cargoes 
usually consist of from 180 to 200 
quarters of wheat. 

The wheat is thrown on the mats, 
piled as high as the gunwale, and left 
uncovered, exposed to all the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and to the 
pilfering of the crew. During the pas- 
sage, the barge is carried along by the 
force of the stream, oars being mere- 
ly used at the head and stern, to steer 
clear of the sand banks, which are 
numerous and shifting ; and to direct 
the vessel in passing under the seve- 
ral bridges. These vessels are con- 
ducted ]>y six or seven men. A small 
boat precedes with a man in it, who 
is employed in sounding, in order to 
avoid the shifting shoals. This mode 
of navigating is necessarily very slow ; 
and during the progress of it, which 
lasts several weeks, and even months, 
the rain, if any falls, soon causes the 
wheat to grow, and the vessel assumes 
the appearance of a floating meadow. 
The shooting of the fibres soon forms 
a thick mat, and prevents the rain from 
penetrating more than an inch or two. 


The main bulk is protected by this 
kind of covering, and when that is 
thrown aside, is found in tolerable con- 
dition. 

The vessels are broken up at Dant- 
zic, and usually sdl for about two- 
thirds of their original cost. The men 
who conduct them return on foot. 

When the cargo arrives at Dantzic 
or Elbing, all but the grown surface is 
thrown on the land, spread abroad, ex- 
posed to the sun and air, and frequent- 
ly turned over till any slight moisture 
that it may have imbibed, is dried. If 
a shower of ram falls, as well as during 
the night, the heaps of wheat on the 
shore are thrown together, in the form 
of the steep roof of a house, that the 
rain may run off, and are covered with 
a linen cloth. It is thus frequently a 
long time after the wheat has reached 
Dantzic, before it is fit to be placed in 
the warehouses. 

The warehouses are very well adapt- 
ed for storing corn, 'i'hey consist, 
generally, of seven stories, three of 
which are in the roof. The floors are 
about nine feet asunder. Each of them 
is divided by perpendicular partitions, 
the whole length, about four feet high, 
by which different parcels are kept 
distinct from each other. Thus the 
floors have two divisions, each of them 
capable of storing from 150 to 200 
quartersof wheat, and leaving sufficient 
space for turning or screening it. 
There are abundance of windows in 
each floor,' which are always thrown 
open, in dry weather, to ventilate the 
corn. It is usually turned over three 
times a-week. The men who perform 
tlie operation, throw it with their sho- 
vels as high as they can, and thus the 
grains are separated from each other, 
and exposed to tlie drying influence 
of the air. 

The whole of the corn warehouses 
now left/(for many were burnt during 
the siege of IBl^,) are capable of sto- 
ring 500,000 quarters of wheati sup- 
10 
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posinjir the parcels to be lar^ enough 
to fill each of the two divisions of the 
floors, with a sepc'i. ate heap ; but as, 
of late years, it has come down from 
Poland in smaller parcels than former- 
ly, and of more various qualities, which 
must of necessity be kept distinct, the 
present stock of about 280,000 quar- 
I ters is found to occupy nearly the 
whole of those warehouses, which are 
in repair, or are advantageously situa- 
ted for loading the ships. Ships are 
loaded by gangs of porters with greart 
dispatch, who will complete a cargo 
of 500 quarters in about three or four 
hours. It is seen by table No. 19, in 
the Appendix, that within the last five 
or six years the whole quantity that 
has been brouglit down has been dimi- 
nishing ; but 1 was told that no sensi- 
ble decrease had been observed in the 
number of the separate bulks, only that 
each bulk, or the growth of each es- 
tate, or of each consigner, was small- 
er. 

The trade in wheat from Poland 
. and Prussia, through Dantzic, is said 
to have been attended with the most 
ruinous losses to all the persons who 
have been engaged in it. The growers 
asserted that none for the last eight 
or nine years had yielded sufficient to 
cover the expenses of cultivation, and 
that it has been regularly getting worse 
and worse ever since the year 1818. 

The Jews, who have taken the crops 
from the growers, have found the de- 
cline of the prices such, that if they 
sold on their arrival at Dantzic, it was 
attended with loss ; and if they were 
in a condition to withhold from selling, 
and placed it in warehouses, the loss 
was eventually much greater. The 
trade of Dantzic, which is chiefly con- 
fined to corn, has been for several 
years in a very distressed state. The 
commodity in whicli the traders have 
dealt, has of late so vastly declined in 


value, that what was {purchased dear 
at one period, became in a short time 
cheap; the advances they made on 
what was consigned to them for sale^ 
with the expense of conveyance, and 
of storing and preserving, soonamount- 
ed to more than the value of the wheat ; 
and the consigners, in Poland, seldom 
united the ability' and the disposition 
to make payments to indemnify them^ 

The corn now in the warehouses has 
cost the merchants much more than 
the present value. The royal Bank of 
Prussia, which has branches in the dif- 
ferent cities of the kingdom, has ad- 
vanced, on the security of the wheat 
now in store, half of what was the 
value at the time the several advances 
were made, and as the price has de- 
clined, has required additional secu- 
rity. 

In calculating the stocks of wheat 
in the several ports of the Baltic, as I 
did not visit the wJiole of them, I was 
under the necessity of relying on the 
accounts that I could procure. His 
Majesty's consuls offered their assist- 
ance, and furnished me with the fol- 
lowing list, vouching for their accu- 
racy to the* best of their judgment. 

Mr Leutze, the consul at Stettin, 


gives the following 
Pomerania ; 

as the stocks 

Paris. 

Quarters. 

Stettin . . ► 

. . 24,265 

Anclam . . 

. . 10,586 

Demin in . . 

. . 4,7fW> 

Stralsund . , 

. . 16,405 

Oriefswald . * 

. . 6,601 

Wolgast . . 

. . 5,289 

67,103 


Mr Gibson, consul at Dantzic, to 
whom I am obliged for so much other 
useful information, gave me the exact 
quantity at Dantzic and Elbing : viz. 

Ports^ Quarters* 

Dantzic* . . . , 288,000 
Elbing .... 73,500 . 

.361,500 


• By an account taken the 31st December, l82o, since received, the stock appeared to be 
about 20,000 quarters less than when I was there. 



16 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1820. [Chap. I. 


Accounts or the quantities of com 
in store at Memel could not be pro- 
cured } and in the absence of better 
means of forming an opinion^ I have 
compared the trade of exporting corn 
at Momel, with that at Elbing, and 
find that in a series of years the exports 
of wheat and rye together, from the 
latter port, have been about double 
that of the former. I scarcely know 
if it be fair to infer, that the accumu- 
lated stock bears the same proportion 
to tl>e annual returns. If so, the stock 
on hand must be but small. 

I can only judge of the stacks ac- 
cumulated in Riga and Petersburgh, 
by comparing their trade in wheat, for 
a series of years, with that of Dantzic 
and Elbing. The exports have not 
been larger than those of Elbing, and 
it is probable their stocks, together, 
do not exceed those of that port. In 
the absence of ail definite information, 
and trusting to the reports 1 received, 
I should be disposed to think, that in 
the three ports of Memel, Riga, and 
Petersburgh, there M^ere not 100,000 
quarters of wheat, in August, when I 
was at Dantzic. 

The state of the stock of corn at 
Lubeck, with the prices for the last 
eleven years, are shown in tlie Appen- 
dix, No. 33 . It appears that the wheat 
in store there w^as 29,900 quarters. 

Some small stocks may have been 
collected from the territories of the 
Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, and 
accumulated in the ports of Rostock 
and Wismar. I have no information 
of the quantity, but should not be dis- 
posed to judge, from the general trade 
of those places, that more than a few 
thousand quarters were to be found in 
them. The greater part of the surplus 
corn of Mecklenburg finds a vent by 
Hamburgh, and is included in the im- 
ports; from the interior, of that city. 
The access to the Elbe from all the 
southern ports of tlie duchy, is easier 
than to the Baltic ; the freights from 


thence to foreign markets is lower, anjl 
the passage shorter. It is, in fact, only 
from the northern division of thedu^hy^ 
that the wheat finds a vent throi^K 
its own pQii;8. - 

Although not within the Baltic, nor 
within the limits of my late journe)% 
yet the wheat, which descends by the. 
rivers Weser and Elbe, 1ms too much ’ 
infiuence on the general corn trade, 
to be overlooked in this estimate of 
the stocks on hand. 

* The wheat stored at Bremen comes 
by the Weser, chiefly out of the duchy 
of Brunswiipk, though some of it is 
grown in Hanover; and when the 
prices are very high, supplies are con- 
veyed from Hesse Cassel, and- even 
from some of the western districts of 
the Saxon duchies, through Munden. 
That from Brunswick is of a mode- 
rate quality, but much of the other 
is very bad, and only fit for the Eng- 
lish market in times of very great 
scarcity. 

The stock in the granaries at Bre- 
men, in the latter end of December 
last, consisted of 27,972 quarters of 
w'beat and other corn, as is shown in 
endix. No. 34. 

amburgh is an important depot 
for corn, of some that is brougljt 
from Russian and other ports in the 
Baltic, as well as for the surplus 
of the several countries through 
which the Elbe in its long course is 
directed. Prussia, especially near 
Magdeburg; is a great corn country ; 
but the chief grain cultivated in that 
division is rye. In the kingdom oi* 
Saxony, as well as in the Prussian 
province of that name, the quantity 
of rye very far exceeds the wheat, 
both in quality and quantity. In the 
years when prices are very high, the 
wheat of Bohemia comes down the 
river to Hamburgh j but the expense 
of conveyance, the length of the na- 
vigation, and the loss to which it is 
subject, act as a prohibition, except 
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in seasons of great scarcity. The 
freight from Prague to Hamburgh is 
I2s. jper quarter, and the tolls to the 
several sovereigns, through whose 
dominions the fiver runs, is Ss, 6d. 
The commissions and other charges, 
amount to near H. 6ch more. 

From the shipping places below 
Prague the freight is lower ; but the 
wheat grown near them, is said not to 
be of so good a quality that from 
the vicinity of that city, and the dis- 
tricts to the south of it. 

The export trade in wheat of 
Hamburgh by sea, appears during 
the last ten years to have reached an 
annual average of 48,263 quarters ; 
the greater part of the corn imported 
there being for the consumption of 
tlie city, and the surrounding territo- 
ry belonging to it. In the Appendix, 
No, 32, is seen the course of the 
trade ; the prices of all corn for the 
last ten years, the prices of wheat 
from 1791 to 1822, and the stock 
about 100,000 quarters, aa taken at 
two periods in the last years. 

Although the price of wheat as 
well as other grain is very low in 
Denmark, yet ^e surplus quantity is 
very small ,* and the depressed prices 
may be in a great measure attributed 
to the restrictions upon Danish corn 
in the dominions of Prussia, its near- 
est and most populous neighbour. 
The wlieat exported from the whole 
kingdom, in the six months which 
followed the abundant harvest of 
1824, is seen in the Appendix, No. 
35, to have been 57,561 quarters. By 
that account, it appears, that more 
than half the wheat was from the pro- 
vinces of Holstein and Sleswick, 
which are in close contact with Ham- 
burgh. In the market return of 
prices from that city, the wheat 
of Holstein forms one of the quota- 
tions ; it is then fair to conclude, that 
a portion of the wheat exported from 
Holstein, if not from Sleswick, is 
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that which subiequently becomes a 
part of what is included in the ex- 
ports and stock of Hamburgh. I 
should much doubt if tlie whole quan* 
tity of wheat in store in October last, 
in the kingdom of Denmark, amount- 
ed to 200,000 quarters. 

These are the returns of the seve- 
ral places mentioned, in the months 
of August or September, before the 
corn of the last harvest had made its 
appearance in the markets. I had 
reason, from all my inquiries, both 
among cultivators and merchants, to 
conclude that very little com remain- 
ed in the hands of the growers, ex- 
cept in the very rare cases, where in 
the same person was united a confi- 
dent expectation of an advance in the 
prices, with a sufficiency of capital to 
enable him to withhold from making 
sales. 

The circumstances of far the great- 
er number of the occupiers of land 
were too much embarrassed to allow 
of their keeping corn, when the im- 
portunities of claimants upon them 
were urgent for the discharge of their 
demands. The general accounts 
were, that all which could be sold had, 
from necessity, been turned into mo- 
ney. In some of the small towns in 
Prussia, when movements of the 
troops were making, and a squadron 
of cavalry on a march was quartered 
on them for a day, so little horse corn 
was to be found in the granaries, that 
the standing oats were cut and given 
to the horses, as they were taken 
from the fields. 

When in Berlin, I was told by Ba- 
ron Von Bulow, minister of the inte- 
rior, that the government had recent- 
ly instituted inquiries into the stocks 
of corn in the country, and the result 
of those inquiries showed that the 
quantity in the whole of Prussia was 
much smaller than usual. 

A very intelligent writer, a part of 
whose memoir (sec Appendix, No. 9,) 
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1 have translated, states the whole 
quantity of corn in the different 
countries of Europe, at 3,680,(XX) 
quarters. He includes in his estimate, 
rye, oats, and barley, as well as wheat, 
noticing the portions of each, which 
make up his total. Without attach- 
ing any great credit to the calcula- 
tion, I allude to it because his views 
are those which I found commonly 
entertained among the more intelli- 
gent* cultivators, of whom, though 
writing anonymously, he was said to 
be one. 

I made it my particular business to 
inquire into tlic stp.tc of the stocks nt 
the warehouses on the banks of the 
Vistula, where corn is collected, un- 
til a sufficiency of one quality is ac- 
cumulated to load a vessel. In former 
times, as I was informed, these stores 
used to have a large quantity placed 
in them when the water was low, to 
be ready to take advantage of the first 
aiitiimnal rjiins. 

Tlie w ater w^as low wlien T was in 
Poland, from the long drought and 
great heat of the season ; few or no 
vessels were navigating on the upper 
part of the river, and yet the store- 
houses on the banks w^ere empty. 

At Warsaw there are large w'arc- 
houses, but in them there were not 
200 quarters of wheat. 

At Puhiway is a large magazine, 
capable of storing, arid adapted for 
keeping iii good order, 6000 quarters 
of wheat ; but it did not contain a 
single bushel. 

At ("assimir there are several large 
warehouses • some of them, from ha- 
ving had no business of any extent 
during the last four years, seemed to 
be in need of repairs. Others were, 
how'cvcr, in good condition* The whole 
are capable of storing 800,000 quar- 
ters of corn. 

In none of them was any wheat, 
though they contained some ryo he- 
longiiig to the government, which its 


agents bad received for rent and taxes, 
from cultivators w^ho could not pay 
money. 

Rachow has warehouses for storing 
14,000 quarters, but in them was nei- 
ther wheat nor any other corn to he 
found. At Cracow the case was the 
same ; the warehouses, which are ex- 
tensive, were empty. The places I 
have noticed are tlie chief, where 
there are ferries over the river, and to 
which the roads from the surround- 
ing districts lead. They are the most 
convenient for shipping goods, and 
most of the trade is dispatclied from 
them. There area few others of small- 
er moment, which I did not visit, and 
only, on hearsay, know* that they are 
alike without wheat. 

From the view I have thus taken, 
I am led to the conviction, tliat n<?i- 
ther in the sea-ports, from w’hicli 
wheat is usually shipped, nor in the 
interior of the countries wliere it is 
grown, was there a stock which, if 
removed to the sea-ports, would in- 
crease the amount of \vliat is cidlect- 
ed there to any sensible extent. 

There is an accumulation in the 
Russian provinces of Podolia and Vol- 
hynia, which was reported to me to 
have been stored in caves under 
ground, containing four or five years' 
growth. 

Owing to the situation of those pro- 
vinces and the difficulties and expen- 
ses of conveyance, it is more likely to 
perish in the depots than to be con- 
veyed to any places, from which it 
can interfere with tlie trade of this 
country. 

The cost of onveying it to Dant- 
zic would be equal to the price for 
which it w^ould sell, and the shorer 
but more hazardous distance topdes- 
sa, would lead to a market there, 
lower than even that of Dantzic. 

The produce of these two provin- 
ces was never large, and has only 
found its way to the sea-shore when. 
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very high prices have enabled it to 
l>ear the expense and risk of convey- 
ing it thither. 

The whole stock of wheat may be 
now brought into one point ; and ap- 
pears as follows : 


Quarters. 

PomeraniA 07,103 

Dantzic and Eibing 01,500 

liubeck 329,900 


450,503 

CoiijccturoL • 

Denmark 25,000 

Kostock and M^ismar ..1......... 25,000 


Petersburgh, Kiga, and Memel... 100,000 


608,503 

In ports in the North SeOy as 
ascertained. 


Hamburgh 1 05,000 

Bremen 27,970 

Total 741,473 


Of the wheat to which I have re- 
ferred, as accumulated in the several 
ports, I was assured nearly one- 
fourth part is of so bad a quality, 
as to find no market in this country, 
except in seasons of uncommon 
dearth. If then, out of the whole 
74*1,473 quarters, 556|3S0 quarters 
were to be sent to England, it would 
not be more than the consumption of 
ten days. 


The provinces forming, since the 
adjustment of territory, at the termi- 
nation of the late war, a part of the 
Prussian monarchy, which have ac- 
cess to the Baltic sea, comprehend 
East Prussia, West Prussia, and Po- 
merania. They appear, by the official 
accounts (see Appendix, No. 10), to 
have exported 447,183 quarters of 
wheat, and 1,218,916 quarters of 
rye, barley, and oats, beyond their 
own growth, in the last nine years, up 
to the end of 1824 ; exclusive of the 
year 1818, the returns of which, for 


East Prussia, are wanting, but which 
probably were 350,000 quarters of 
wheat, and 340,000 quarters of the 
other grains. 

It is possible that some portion of 
this quantity may have been produ- 
ced in the internal contiguous pro- 
vinces of Posen, Silesia, and Branden- 
burgb. As the trade in corn, between 
one province and another, is free in 
Prussia, there are no official accounts 
by which vre can ascertain whether 
what is exported by sea, is the pro- 
duce of the province from which it is 
shipped, or of some inland district. 

As the special object of attention 
pointed out by my instructions, was 
the state of the countries, from which 
corn had been exported to England, 
I shall, therefore, in representing 
the state of the agriculture, confine 
my obsex’vations chiefly to ihe three 
maritime provinces before mention- 
ed, but including in some degree the 
province of Brandenbnrgh. 

Befoi;e the year 1807, the landed 
estates in Prussia, as in most other 
piirts of Europe, were in the posses- 
sion of large proprietors. Many of 
them could only be held by such 
as were of noble birth ; and the mer- 
chant, the manufacturer, or the arti- 
san, however much money he might 
have accumulated, could not invest 
it in such land until lie had obtained a 
patent of nobility. These restrictions 
were removed by the king, about the 
year 1807, when the French had oveiv 
run the country. 

A tenantry in our sense of the term 
was then, as it still is, almost un- 
known. The land was worked by a 
class of persons, in some respects 
slaves ; and in most respects but lit- 
tle removed from that condition. In 
many cases they had an hereditary 
kind of right to some use of the land, 
such as to grow one crop of corn ac- 
cording to a prescribed course, whilst 
the lord had tlie right of pasture lx*- 
tween the croj)s. 'i'iiesc peasanis were 



^0 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. rCiiAP. 1 . 


sold with the land, or descended to the 
]ieii% and were bound to perform cer- 
tain labour or services for the lord. 
Idiey could not, on the other hand, 
be dismissed from their holdings, nor 
had their superior any })ower over the 
property they might happen to be 
able to accumulate. 

Theco)\ditions upon whicli the pea- 
sants held tlieir portions of land, were 
very various, some having a greater, 
and others a Jess share of the use of 
them ; some doing greater, and others 
less acTvice for them. 

By a series of legislative measures, 
marked by a character of peculiar 
boldness, which were enacted from 
1807 to 1811, the whole of the en- 
slaved peasants have become convert- 
ed into freemen and freeholders. In 
some cases the holdings have been 
equally divided, and the peasant has 
his moiety in perpetuity. In cases 
where the lords* claims for personal 
services were more extensive, the 
peasant had a smaller share* in the 
land. In some instances, compensa- 
tions in money were settled by com- 
pact betw’een the lords and the pea- 
sants, sometimes by the payment of a 
fixed sum, or by a security on the 
land allotted in perpetuity, to the pea- 
sant, for the payment of such sum. 
Sometimes the peasant retained the 
whole of the land he had before used, 
paying to the lord the value of that 
portion which might otherwise have 
been given up to him. 

The successive measures by which 
the peasants were raised to the rank 
of freemen, were not received by all 
with equal readiness. The lords were 
compelled, hut the {feasants were al- 
lowed to decline compliance ; and 
even to the present day, some few 
prefer the ancient mode of their hold- 
ings, to that which the laws have al- 
lowed. 

Although the foundation is laid for 
a new and better order of things, yet 
its effects on the a<>riculture of‘ the 


country have not hitherto been fully 
realized. The abolition of personal 
services, and of hereditary ownership 
of such services, has been too recent 
for the full operation of the change of 
the parties, from the relation of mas- 
ter and slave, to that of employer and 
employed, to produce the ctFect which 
is its natural tendency. It is obvious, 
that all the operations of agric^llture 
are still performed by the labourers, 
ynk a listlessness and slovenly indo- 
lence which was natural to their for- 
mer character, and which their new 
condition has not yet had time to re- 
move. 

The land in the three maritime pro- 
vinces, as indeed in almost the whole 
of Prussia, may be considered as either 
in very large portions belonging to 
the nobility, or to the new class of 
proprietors ; or in very small portions, 
such as under the ancient system were 
deemed sufficient for half the main- 
tenance of the family of a peasant. 
There are but very few of that mid- 
dle class of capitalists, resembling our 
farmers, who can hire laud to that ex- 
tent, which one able man can most 
advantageously manage, and after 
stocking and working it, pay for the 
hire to the proprietor. 

With .some few exceptions, and 
those very few, no rent is paid, but 
each occupier, whether a large or a 
small one, is his own landlord. 

The deviations from this general 
view are to be found, for the most part 
on the banks of the great rivers, where 
meadows, either for tlie purpose of 
fattening cattle, or of saving hay, for 
the supply of large towns near the 
mouths of tliese rivers, are let to te- 
nants for monty rents. On the bonks 
of the Oder, near Stettin, I saw i^me 
meadows let from IOa*. to 12r. per 
acre, the landlords paying land-tax. 
They are said to yield about one ton 
and a half annually of hay, when 
mow’^ed. The after-feed is worth lit- 
tle, from the early floods in autumn. 
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md the deep snows and severe frosts 
in winter. The hay is not very good, 
which is attributed to the great quick- 
ness of *the growth, after the frosts 
disappear. Land of this description 
is of less relative value than with us, 
from the severe cold, and its Jong du- 
ration ; from there being scarcely any 
^f the interval of spring, and from tlic 
, great drought and excessive heat of 
the short summer. 1 was informed, 
tliat similar land, higher on the Oder, 
near the cities of Schwet, Custrinf and 
Frankfort, was let at nearly the same 
rate. Lands in the vicinity of the large 
ttowns, and in other situations, Irotn 
4ocal convenience, may be sometimes 
Jet for money rent ; but these are ex- 
ceptions to the general plan, and the 
whole of such land bears hut a very 
«iiiaii proportion to that which is cul- 
tivated by its owners. 

The domains of the crown are dif- 
ferently circumstanced from other 
land, and are let to farmers. The 
greatest part is in the occupation of 
ersons, whose anoestors Had long 
eld them at low rents, without their 
being charged to the land«tax or 
f^rund Steuer. When by new laws 
the taxation on land was extended to 
the estates of nobles, those of the 
crown were included, and charged 
with the tax. At first the high prices 
which corn bore, enabled the occu- 
piers to pay the trifling rent, as well 
as the tax; but as corn declined in 
price, they became unable to pay both. 
The taxes were in most instances 
paid, but the rent was suflered to 
run in arrear, from the impossibility 
of extracting it from the tenants, i 
was informed by a very intelligent 
gentleman, who had sufficient means 
of information, that most of the occu- 
piers of the royal domains whose rent 
was ten years in arrears, had been 
forgiven the whole, on promising to 
make the payments regularly in fu- 
ture ; a promise they are in general 


unable to fulfil, from the great addi- 
tional fall in the price of corn which 
has since taken place. 

These national domains are of such 
various qualities, and in such difter- 
ent localities, that it is difficult to find 
what is the average rent of them per 
acre. Some of them are let as high 
as 3s. Sd. per acre, a much larger pro- 
portion at 1 . 9 . 2d., and a larger still 
from 6d. to 9d, As far as my means 
of information can enable me to form 
a judgment, I should not estimate the 
average rent to exceed, if it reaches, 
3 a\ 3d. per acre. The farm of Subbo- 
witz, whose produce is noticed in the 
Appendix, No. 11, which is consider- 
ed fair average land, consists of about 
1720 acres, and is let for 158/. 12,v.7d. 
sterling per year. That of Subkau, 
also noticed in the same sbitcment, 
consisting of 3054^ acres, is some ol‘ 
the best land, the rent of which is 
about 552/. IH’. Sd. sterling per an- 
num. 

These two farms, with the others, 
noticed in the same paper, arc occu- 
pied by some of the most skilful cul- 
tivators of the district ; and yet the 
accounts «how, that small as the rent 
is, and judicious as the management 
may be, tiie produce falls short of the 
cost of production, even though the 
rent should be given up. 

Although the royal domains are 
here noticed, they bear a small pro- 
portion to the whole land, in the pro- 
vince of West Prussia, where they are 
situated, not exceeding one-sixtieth 
part of tlie wdiole. 

The value of land generally is low, 
as may be inferred from the low jmcc 
of produce, and of rents for what lit- 
tle is rented. An estate of medium 
soil was put up to auction, and not 
producing an offer, equal to the sum 
for which it was mortgaged, was ta- 
ken by the mortgagee. J'ho extent is 
about 6000 morgens, or about 4200 
acres. It is chiefly a thin sandy boil, 
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in some few^ parts approaching to 
loam. The principal and interest due 
to the mortgagee was SOOQl. for which 
sum be took the estate* The barns, 
and other tenements, were in need of 
some repairs, and the land far from 
being in a clean state. On taking 
ossession, as he could not let it, he 
ad calculated to expend, as he told 
me, betwixt 22001. and 2SOO/. to re- 
pair the tenements, and to stock it 
with 1500 Merino sheep, 40 cows, 
and with bullocks, horses, and the re- 
quisite implements. This gentleman, 
who had acquired his money by trade, 
and knew how to calculate, hoped, by 
the fleeces of his fine-woolled sheep, 
to draw some interest for the invest- 
ment he had been compelled to make 
in land. 

In the same part of Prussia, ano- 
ther estate, one of the best in the dis- 
trict, with a good house, with all the 
buildings in repair, and the land in a 
high state of cultivation, was offered 
fot sale, and though when I was there, 
the sale was not completed, I had 
reason to believe an agreement for it 
would speedily be concluded. 

The soil is good sandy loam, chiefly 
afable, with some pasture, the extent 
2800 acres. The price, at which I 
believe the contract to have been since 
made, was between 5200/. and 5400/. 

If these two instances may be ta- 
ken, as nearly the highest and the 
lowest price of the average arable 
land of the maritime provinces of 
Prussia, the highest limit will be 
somewhat less than 40s. the acre, and 
the lowest not quite 15s. per acre. 
This estimation of the value of land, 
if correct^ in the maritime provinces, 
cannot be extended to the other parts 
of the Prussian dominions, where 
both the soil and climate are far more 
favourable to production. It is well 
known in England, that under a great 
depression in the price of corn, the 
poorer lands suffer a much greater 


proportionate depreciation in their 
sale price, than the more fertile soils. 
It is not then extraordinary, that the 
landed property of these maritime 
provinces should be reduced to the 
low value which is here represented. 

This tract of land forming the ma- 
ritime provinces of Prussia, is a por- 
tion of that vast sandy plain which 
extends from the shores of Flolland 
to the extremity of Asiatic Russia. 
It has scarcely any elevations that 
mertt the title of hills, and, wjiere not 
covered with woods, spreads out in 
open fields of great extent. The soil 
in some places is barren sand, occa- 
sionally with no appearance of vege- 
tation ; in many parts with no attempt 
at cultivation, and what is cultivated, 
appearing to yield but scanty returns. 
The land is too poor to yield even 
middling crops, without manure, and 
the portion of cattle of all kinds, is 
too small to create such a quantity of 
that necessary ingredient in husband- 
ry, as to keep the land up to its pre- 
sent standard of fertility. 

According to the official documents 
which I collected, it appears that 
the three maritime provinces of East 
Prussia, West Prussia, and Pomera- 
nia’, including in the latter the late 
Swedish territory, contain about 
25,500,000 acres, or more than half 
the extent of England. By an official 
account, made up in 1821, the stock 
of cattle appeared to be as follows, at 
the latter end of the year 1819, viz. : 

556,839 horses and colts. 

1,171,434 oxen, cows, and calves. 

2,049,801 sheep and lambs, — and 

617,310 swine. 

The lowest estimate of the stock of 
cattle in England, which I have ever 
met with, gives three times this num- 
ber of horses, and more than four times 
the number of cows and sheep, to the 
same extent ofland; and most of those 
who have calculated on the subject, 
have parried the proportion of cattle 
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to surface in England, much higher. 
I had reason to believe, though not 
from official sources, that the number 
of sheep, between 1819 and 1824, had 
Increased at the rate of from 20 to 25 
per cent, and that the proportion of 
iine-woolled sheep to those of coarse 
wool, had been augmented beyond 
ihatt^proportion* 

Enpm this deficient stock of the 
animals, from which manure is de- 
rived, it will naturally be inferred, 
that the increase of grain mus^ be 
very small. 1 was satisfied, from my 
own observations, and it was confirm- 
ed by the opinion of intelligent natives, 
that much of the land in cultivation 
could not yield on the average more 
tlian three times as much corn as the 
seed that had been sown. 

The calculations made by the most 
intelligent statistical inquirers, and 
the most observing cultivators, have 
not estimated the average increase of 
the four kinds of grain, viz. wheat, 
rye, barley, oats, Uiken together, to 
be more than four times the seed. 

The general course of cultivation 
Is to fallow every third year, by plough^ 
iiig three times, when designed for rye, 
or five times, if intended for wheat, 
and allowing the laud to rest without 
any crop during the whole of the year, 
from one autumn to the next. Most of 
the land is deemed to be unfit for the 
growth of wheat, under any circum- 
stances. Where it is deemed adapted 
to that grain, as much a$ can be ma- 
nured, from their scanty supply of 
that article, is sown with wheat, and 
the remainder of the fallow ground 
with rye. The portion which is des- 
tined for wheat, even in the best farms, 
is thus very small ; and as on many 
none is sown, the whole of the land 
devoted to wheat, does not amount to 
one-tenth of tlmt on which rye is 
grown. 

I have reason to believe, that of late 
years the proportion of rye to wheat 


has been increasing. I'hc first is an 
article of domestic consumption, and 
of universal deraapd; with regard to 
the latter, the far greater number of 
the inhabitants only eat bread made 
from it from necessity, and those who 
can afford wheaten bread eat com- 
monly that of rye froiri choice. At 
the tables of the first families, both in 
Germany and Poland, though whealen 
bread was always to be seen, I re- 
marked that the natives scarcely ever 
tasted it : and I have met many Eng- 
lishmen, who, after a long residence 
in those countries, have given the pre 
ference to bread of rye. 

From the time I left the Nether- 
lands, through Saxony, Prussia, Po- 
land, Austria, Bavaria, and Wurtein- 
burg, till I entered France, 1 never 
saw, either in the bakers* shops, in the 
hotels, or private houses, a loaf of 
wheaten bread. In every large town, 
small rolls, made of wheaten flour, 
could be purchased, and they were to 
be seen at the tables at which fo- 
reigners were seated. Jn the small 
towns and villages only rye bread can 
be obtained ; and travellers common- 
ly take in their carriages sufficient 
wheaten rolls to supply them from 
one large town to the next. Wheat is 
only used by the natives for making, 
what our English bakers would call 
fancy bread, or in pastry and confec- 
tionery. If there be no foreign demand 
for wlieat, the difficulty of selling it, 
at any price, is great ; and that little, 
which the very limited demand of 
other countries of late years has re- 
quired, has been confined to wheat of 
the very l)eu (juality ; for rye, on the 
other hand, sales may be always made 
at a market price ; and the price of 
that grain has not been depressed in the 
same proportion as the price of wheat. 

Although the increase of wheat is 
greater than that of rye, yet, as it ab- 
sorbs all the manure of ifie fariii, and 
requires the land to be ploughed 
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twice more, it is now deemed to be 
the least profitable of the twp crops, 
by many of the faiawers. 

As the rye receives the full bene- 
fit of the fallow, its increase is greater 
than that of the spring crops which 
follow it. 

Barley and oats are sown in the 
spring which follows the harvesting 
the wheat and rye, and these com- 
plete the course, which is again follow- 
ed by a whole year’s fallow. By this 
rotation of crops, the land bears corn 
only two years out of every three ; 
and the crop of the last year scarcely 
produces three times the quantity of 
the seed that was sown. 

This opinion, formed by my own 
observations, strengthened by the re- 
ports of the most intelligent persons 
with whom I conversed, who were con- 
nected with practical agriculture, re- 
ceives some confirmation from a pa- 

E er furnished to me by Mr Leutze, 
is Majesty's consul at Stettio ; ac- 
cording to which, in 1805f the year 
previous to that in which the^ country 
was overrun by the French, the quan- 
tities of corn sowed and harvested in 
the province of Pomerania, when the 
^ Swedish part was not incorporated 
with it, are as follow ; 

jPusheh JSuMMf 

' Mwn. proauced. 

Wheat . • • 154,936 996,224 

Rye .... 1,254,960 4,383,664 

Barley . . . 619,992 2,757.686 

OaU .... 1,245,704 2,975,880 

This view of the low rate of in- 
crease, is further confirmed by the of- 
ficial accounts of the produce of se- 
veral farms in West Prussia, (see Ap- 
pendix, No, Jl, B.) by which it ap- 
pears, that on six farms, on which 
4864 acres are cultivated with corn, 
the produce was only taken at 10,000 
quarters in 1824, which is represented 
to be a favourable year. 

Though apme few of the large pro. 


prietors may, by the increase of their 
flocks of sheep, and by the assiduous 
attention tp eyery branch of cultiva- 
tion, have improved their land, and 
raised the increase of their seed, I see 
no' reason to believe that to be the 
pase to an extent, which can have a 
sensible influence on the average of 
the whole mass of production. 

If wp consider the calamities^bich 
Prussia endpred, and the strenuous 
exertions she made to terminate them, 
we^hall scarcely suppose that the in- 
terval from 1815 to 1825 has been 
sufficient to regain what she had lost, 
in the eight years which preceded that 
period, more especially as^ up to the 
present tiipe, the market prices of hey 
chief productions haye been suffering 
a regular deoHne, 

1 should not deem the other mari- 
time prpvincea of Prussia to be much 
more productive than Pomerania, as a 
whole, though in East and West Prus- 
sia there is rather a larger proportion 
of the land that is capable of pro- 
ducing crops of wheat and oats. It 
will happen to a traveller, in pursuit 
of agricultural information, even in 
England, and much more in countries 
where the business of cultivation is 
conducted in a much lower manner, 
that bis attention will be invited to 
those properties which are best ma- 
naged where the several processes of 
husbandry are most sedulously per- 
formed, and where the produce is the 
greatest. Hence almost every writer 
on agricultural subjects has been led 
to overrate tfie actual average produce 
of land, in the several countries which 
be piay have visited. 

Li^ others, 1 was prevailed upon 
to pay the closest attention to the de- 
tails and fece of the land of the most 
skilful, the most affluent, and most 
productive proprietors. 1 visited seve- 
ral noblemen, whose knowledge of, 
and attention to, agriculture, was fully 
equal to that of any men in this or 
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any other country i and if the produce 
of the land was not equal to that rai* 
sed by oijir best farmers, the difference 
in 4 Si be attributed rather to the soil 
and climate than to any deficiency ei- 
ther of capital, of skill, or of assiduity. 

On such property, the wheat sown 
was very insignificant, and the pro- 
portion of that grain to rye, had gra- 
dually declined of late years. One 
nobleman, who farmed his estate of 
06,000 acres, of which two-thirds was 
tillage, and one-third woodland, gifew 
but a few acres of wheat, and of late 
had sold no corn of any kind. From 
the ports of England being shqt against 
corn, he had turned his attention to 
jthe production of fine wool. On this 
estate there is a dock of J.5>000 Me- 
rino sheep, yieldii^af on an average 
ibwo and a half pounds of fine wool, 
the annual sales of which oafount to 
one-half more than the vaHiik of the 
sheep. Through the five winter months, 
the sheep are fed with corn, chiefly 
rye, at the rate of one pound per day, 
which is estimated to be equal to three 

S ounds of hay. The proprietor calcii? 

ited, that sheep thus kept yielded 
nearly as much more wool as, added 
to the benefit which the manure of 
the animals received from that kind 
of food, was equal to the price be 
should have received for the corn, if 
he had sold it ; and that the profit, on 
this system, was the value of the whole 
of the hay, which would have been 
Otherwise consumed. Instead of sell- 
ing, he finds it more profitable to buy 
corn. 

On the same property, the extent 
of land planted with potatoes, was up- 
wards of 1500 morgens, or about 1000 
acres, the chief part of which were 
used in the distillery, which seems 
an indispensable adjunct to every well- 
managed farm. Tkle calculation made 
there was, that two bushels of pota- 
toes yielded as much ardent spirit as 
one of barley ; and that the residuum, 


after extracting the spirit, was equal, 
in alimentary power, for the draft bul- 
locks, which are fed with it, to two- 
thirds of its value, before the wort was 
extracted from it. By the process on 
this estate, nine bushels of potatoes 
are mixed with one of malt, to draw 
the wort, which is afterwards distilled, 
so as to produce a spirit containing 
80 per cent of alcohol, in which state 
it pays a duty (much complained of) 
of sixpence per gallon. It is reduced, 
before it is sold, till it retains 50 per 
cent of alcohol ; and the price charged 
to the retailers is about fourteen pence 
per gallon. 

Another person of the same rank, 
who had turned his attention to the 
improvement of his property, boasted 
that his corn land already yielded near 
six-fold for the seed that was sown, 
and could be further increased. He, 
too, cultivated potatoes very exten- 
sively, and, by converting them into 
starch and treacle, made that land 
yield a profit which, had it been de- 
voted to corn, would have produced 
a loss. He had tried to make sugar 
from potatoes, and found it not ad- 
vantageous ; but he assured me that 
treacle paid him well, and he could 
afford to sell it at IBs. per ewt, whilst 
that from the West Indies cost 24»s, 
I could perceive no difference between 
the sweetness of this treacle and that 
from the tropics, but it has less con- 
sistency. 

A nobleman \?hom I had before 
knovm, to whose hospitality I am 
much indebted, and whose estate I 
viewed in detail, took the trouble to 
furnish me with the course of cultiva- 
tion he pursued on the property on 
which he resides, (see Appendix, No. 
12). Though cultivated with care, and 
though fairly productive, I readily 
give credit to what he assured me, — 
that the whole benefit which he de- 
rived from the estate of 6300 acres, 
inhis jointcapacity of landlord and cul- 
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l;ivator, had not exceeded the amount 
for which he had sold his annual clip 
of 4;he wool of his flock of 4*000 sheep. 

On the several other estates that I 
viewed, the recurrence of corn crops 
was equally distant; the superior por- 
tion of land devoted to green crops 
and pasture the same ; and the stock 
of cattle bore nearly a like proportion. 
These, however, were exceptions, few 
in number and confined in extent, 
when compared with the general con- 
dition of tne estates of the three pro^- 
vinces. 

A number of proprietors, residing 
on their lands, devoting their time and 
attention to its improvement, and ac- 
quiring the practical and economical 
habits which their affairs render neces- 
sary, must have a beneficial influence 
on the cultivators around them. In 
this view, perhaps, the distress which 
has been occasioned by the depressed 
prices of agricultural produce, may, 
at some future time, under happier 
auspices, be highly advantageous to 
the community. But, in the mean- 
time, the influence of the best speci- 
mens of cultivation have been very 
limited. Few of the proprietors have 
any capital to buy sheep or other 
stock, or to enable them to wait for 
those returns of their outlays, which 
come in with the most dilatory pace 
where the management of land is the 
best. He who has to answer the de- 
mands of tlie labourers, the tax collec- 
tors, and, where it occurs, of the ga- 
therer of rent, or of interest on inorf;- 
gages, must sell bjis corn, at any price 
that is offered for it, without waiting 
to convert it into wool, as the noble- 
man to whom 1 have alluded is enabled 
to do. It is more the state of embar- 
rassment, in which almost all the pro- 

rietors are placed, than the want of 

nowledge or of assiduity, that pre- 
vents the agriculture of the Prussian 
dominions from making more consi- 
derable advances. 


Formerly, the majority of the estates, 
as belonging to nobles, and only ca- 
pable of being held by that class, were 
nearly inalienable ; but the necessity 
of relieving the most harassed of that 
body, induced the government to form 
a plan by which money might be bor- 
rowed on the security of land. At 
first, this power was confined to the 
lands of the nobles, but was after- 
wards extended to all others. 

The landschaft, or states, a local 
assembly of the principal proprietors, 
were authorized to make a valuation 
of such estates as were to be mort- 
gaged, and to issue writings, deno- 
minated pfandbriefe, or mortgage de- 
bentures, which bore interest, and 
were transferable with little trouble 
and expense, on which one-half, and 
in some instance's six-tenths of the 
landseiltii^Ps valuation was easily bor- 
rowetMt As the valuations of the es- 
tates were made upon a low scale of tlie 
prices of produce, and on a low esti- 
mate of the annual quantum of such 
produce, they were deemed the best 
security that could be ofi’ered. In a 
country where no government funds 
were in existence, or none in which 
the public had much confidence, these 
kind of securities became the natural 
deposits of such accumulations of 
money as were not intended to be ex- 
posed to any risks. Hence, tlie for- 
tunes of widows and orphans, the 
capital of churches, schools, hospitals, 
and charitable institutions of various 
deseriptiona were invested in such 
securities. From 1794, when the va- 
luations were made, tlie gradual rise 
of the prices of the produce made the 
payment of the interests on the debts 
very slightly burdensome, and such 
was the regularity with which the 
interest was paid, and such the con- 
fidence in the security, that those 
pfandbriefe became worth a premium 
of ten per cent, and sometimes even 
of more. 
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At the time of the valuation, the 
system of duty work, as known in 
France by the name of corvees, was 
general. The taxes on the land, for 
the families who fhll in defence of 
their country in the late war, and for 
such as were disabled, were not im« 
posed, and those for the local pur- 
poses of roads, bridges, the poor, and 
other objects, were much lower than 
they are at present. Whilst by gra- 
dual steps, for the last ten years, the 
price of all kinds of corn, except 4»f 
wheat, which is the smallest portion, 
has fallen below those at which the 
valuations were calculated in the 
year 1794*, the increase of taxes and 
of the prices of labour have been ad- 
vancing. Thus many of the estates 
which for the first twenty years could 
easily discharge the demands upon 
them, arc now become utterly unable 
to meet those demands. I had heard 
so many tales of the distress occasion- 
ed by this course of events, that I 
wished to ascertain the extent of it 
as accurately as possible. Having 
found in Mr Rothe, the president of 
West Prussia, as well a disposition 
to communicate information of every 
kind, as the qualities of accuracy and 
discrimination, 1 was induced to sub- 
mit to him in writing, some queries 
on this, as well as on some other sub- 
jects, which he very politely and 
speedily answered. 

The replies, in Appendix^ No. 11. 
(A.) show, that of 262 estates, with- 
in the limits of the landschaft’s an* 
thority, 195'^ are encumbered with 
mortgages, and only 67, about a quar- 
ter, are free from those encumbrances. 
Of the 195 estates so encumbered, 71 
were already in a state of sequestra- 
tion, a remedy to which none of the 
mortgagees would have recourse but 
in cases of extremity. I was more than 
once told, with what truth 1 would 
hesitate to say, that most of the 67 
large estates not appearing in the Hy- 


pothecation books to be encumbered, 
had been prevented by testamentary 
or other family settlements, from be- 
ing brought within the circle of the 
landschaft*s valuation. I was inform- 
ed by an intelligent man, who is a 
member of the states, that many es- 
tates have been suffered to remain in 
the possession of the nominal pro- 
prietors, because the interest of the 
money lent on them ceases as soon 
as a process is commenced, and be- 
cause they cannot be sold for so much 
as has been advanced on them ; be- 
sides which, when in a state of se- 
questration, they are so carelessly 
managed by officers of the govern- 
ment, that they become from bad to 
worse. 

The mortgagees are thus induced 
to leave them in the hands of the ap- 
parent owners, in the hope of a change 
of times, and from the fear of dimi- 
nishing, still more, the value of their 
slight security. Besides these mort- 
gages, which are registered in the 
hypothecation books of the landschaft, 
many of these large estates, wdien the 
value of the produce was very high, 
were enabled to borrow, on subse- 
quent mortgages, which, as they are 
of no validity till those registered are 
liberated, have, in many instances, 
been attended with a total loss to the 
lenders. 

It is obvious, that when that which 
for a long period has been deemed the 
most secure, if not the only secure 
investment for money, becomes of no 
avail, the consequence must be highly 
distressing, and peculiarly so, because 
the principal suffering must, of ne- 
cessity, fall on those least able to con- 
tend with the adverse circumstances 
in which they are placed. 

The new proprietors, who have 
been raised to that condition by the 
abolition of theancient feudal tenures, 
though they can scarcely ever want 
the bare necessaries of life, have very 
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Iktk beyond thera. If they happen 
to be both industrious and economical, 
their own labour, on the small por* 
tion of land which they possess, will 
fiupply them with potatoes and some 
little n tread corn, as well as provision 
for their two oxen. They all grow a 
small patch of flax, and some contrive 
to keep five or six sheep. If disposed 
to labour beyond the time required 
for their own land, there is a difficid** 
ty in obtaining employment ; and in 
the winter months, which are long 
and severely cold, no agricultural 
work can be performed. The flax and 
the wool spun in their cottages must 
supply the clothing of the family ; 
and the fat of the animals they kill 
jtnust be converted into soap and 
candles. Meat of any kind can be 
rarely afforded to be eaten by such 
families ; and only the few who are 
more prosperous than their neigh- 
bours can keep a cow to supply them 
with milk. They consume nearly all 
they produce, and are considered hap*- 
py if they have a sufficient surplus 
for sale to meet the demands of a few 
shillings annually for the payment of 
their trifling taxes and local assess- 
ments. It was the universal opinion 
of all with whom I had any conver- 
sation on the topic, that this descrip- 
tion of peasants were hitherto in a 
worse condition than under the old 
tenures ; and as this was attributed to 
the depression of agriculture, and the 
want of capital, and of incitement to 
the large occupiers to employ their 
apare time, it was not considered to 
be an impeachment of the wisdom 
which had planned and executed their 
emandpation. 

Though the rate of wages is very 
low (see Appendix, No. 11), not 
averaging more than fivepence per 
day, yet the day labourers who have 
constant employment, with a cottage, 
potatoe ground, and flax patch, arc 
add lo be somewhat better circum- 


stanced than those persons who have 
been recently raised from the feudal 
ranks to that of freehold proprietors. 

Those labourers who are boarded 
in the houses of their employers, 
have a sufficiency of food, consisting 
of rye bread, potatoes, of buck-wheat 
made into soups of various kinds ; 
and in many instances are provided 
with meat (commonly bacon) twice 
a-week. 

The aged and infirm poor have de- 
manded consideration only since the 
abolition of the feudal tenure. Before 
that period, each lord considered him- 
self oound to assist in their support, 
and generally attended to that duty 
where the deficiency of means in the 
power of the relations of the aged 
and infirm made it requisite. A regu- 
lar system of taxation for the poor has 
not yet been introduced, though the 
first steps towards it have been taken. 
The assessment for the widows and 
orphans of those who fell in the late 
conflicts, and for such as were dis- 
abled in the service, has been already 
noticed. It is kept distinct from all 
od>er levies, and is of course gradual)}'^ 
diminishing in amount, as the persons 
entitled to receive it are removed by 
death* The money requisite for the 
other poor is supplied from local 
funds, arising from general assess- 
ments, made for the maintenance of 
bridges, for repair of roads, drains, 
and embankments, for the support of 
schools, and for some other similar 
purposes* The practice of supporting 
the indigent is of very recent date, 
and has not hitherto produced the 
effect^^Iessenmg the sympathy whic h 
tlie needy feci for eacn other, or ihc^ 
charity which the more affluent ex- 
ercise towards their distressed neigh- 
bours ; and the sense of shame yet re- 
mains as a bar against application to 
the communal taxes, except in the 
greatest extremity, 

A very intelligent and benevolent 
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nobleman* at whose hotise I spent a 
few days, assured me that, in the eJt- 
tensive but thinly peopled district, 
where he had a share in directing the 
assessments and expenditure of the 
local taxes* there was but one fami- 
ly which subsisted wholly on those 
taxes ; and that others depended on 
the kindness of relatives and friends* 
with some occasional assistance from 
the local fund. 

In general, the soil of the raaritiije 
provinces of Prussia is so light, that 
it may be easily ploughed with two 
oxen* and those of diminished siaje* 
and no great strength. I have not 
unfrequently seen* on the smaller por.. 
lions of land* a single cow drawing 
the plough ; and whilst the plough was 
guided by the owner, the cow was 
led by his wife. The more tenacious 
soils, on the banks of the streams, ane 
commonly but of small extent. There 
is indeed a large portion of land in 
the Delta, formed by the separation of 
the Nogat from the Vistula, between 
Derschau and Marienburg, which, 
under a good system of management, 
would behighly productive, and which 
requires greater strength to plough it. 
There are some others, especially near 
Tilsit, of Jess extent ; but the whole 
of them, if compared with the great 
extent of the surface of the country, 
are merely sufficient to form excep- 
tions to the general classification 
which may be made of the soil. The 
various implements oi husbandry are 
quite of as low a description as the 
working cattle. The ploughs are ill 
constructed, with very little iron in 
them. The harrows are made of wood, 
without any iron, even for the tines 
or teeth. Tlie waggons are mere 
planks, laid on the frame loose* and 
resting against upright stakes, fixed 
into its sides. The cattle are attached 
to these implements by ropes, with- 
out leather in any part of the harness. 
The use of‘thc roller is scarcely known, 


and the clods, in preparing the fallowr 
ground, are commonly broken to 
pieces by hand with wooden mallets. 
In sowing* the seed is carried in the 
apron, or the skirts of the frock* of 
the man who scatters it on the ground. 

The monied value of the live stock 
on the farms is low. The best 
flocks of Merino sheep, exclusive of 
the wool, is averaged to be worth 
about 6s, or 6.v. Sd, per head. Cows 
are worth from SO.?, to 65s, A dairy 
which I saw, of the best description* 
was let to a dairyman at S6s, per 
year. The owner told me he valued 
them at T5s, per head, and thought 
the average weight of the butter from 
each* the calf being taken from the 
mother when ten days old, was about 
1201bs. each year. The variation in 
the price of cows is mucli greater 
than in that of sheep, according to 
their race, to the soil on which they 
are pastured* and to the distance from 
large towns requiring supplies of milk 
and butte/*. The price of hay varies, 
according to the situation and quaU« 
ty, from 14‘^, to 20s, the ton. 

The general burdens of the state 
in Prussia*. are the subject of com- 
plaints among all classes ; and al- 
though they may appear to us to 
amount to a very small sum, rated by 
the number of persons, they must be 
considered heavy in a country so des- 
titute of little other capital tnan that 
of land, now vastly depreciated in va- 
lue. The whole taxes in Prussia 
amount to lO^-. per head ; but the ef- 
fective value of money, in exchange 
for commodities, may be considered 
to be double what it is with us. 

Those taxes pressing peculiarly on 
the land are, first, the grund steuer, or 
land-tax. This is not, however, im- 
posed in each province, but only in 
those where it existed before they 
were united to the Prussian monar- 
chy. This is not levied in Branden- 
burg, though it is collected in each 
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of the three maritime provinces, 
which are the subjects of more imme- 
diate consideration. This tax was de- 
signed to be 25 per cent on the net 
value^ or annual rent of the land, and, 
when imposed, was an equable bur- 
den. In process of time, from the 
improvement of some estates, and tlie 
neglect of others, and from a variety 
of other causes, that rate, which was 
originally equal, has become in prac- 
tice at the present day very unequal. 

The land is divided into six class- 
es, the rent of tlie lowest of which is 
estimated to be about "Id. per acre, 
and that of the highest about an 
acre. On this amount the tax is 25 
per cent, and averages, in the three 
maritime provinces, somewhat less 
than 3d. per acre. The gross amount 
collected in the three provinces an- 
nually, according to Hassel, is about 
L.265,000 sterling. 

The local taxes, which have been 
already noticed, do not fall wholly 
on the land. Tliat for the disabled 
i^ldiers, and the families oV such as 
fell in the conflicts, is, in part, borne 
by the cities and towns, though the 
chief weight falls on the land. The 
same, in some measure, is the case 
respecting the tax for roads, bridges, 
schools, and the poor. These are va- 
rious in different districts, so that it 
is impossible to form any general es- 
timate of their amount. In some 
parts of the country I was told, that 
the local taxes were equal to the 
grund steuer in llieir district; in 
some, that it was higher — and in 
others, that it did not amount to one- 
tenth. Among the cultivators, I 
heard much complaint of the heavy 
tax on the distilleries. As far as the 
tax operates to diminish the con- 
sumption of the grain, or other pro- 
ducts of the land from which spirits 
may be extracted, it is a burden on 
the land ; but 1 have reason to be- 
lieve that, from the mode in which 


the tax is collected, those who have 
distilleries on their farms, by paying 
the tax at a high degree of strength, 
and supplying it to the retailers at a 
lower strength, are so far from being 
aggrieved, that they are really bene- 
fited by the tax. 

The village clergy have commonly 
a bouse, some glebe land, and a fixed 
annual portion of corn, which, in 
most cases, is delivered to them by 
the lord, in pursuance of an ancient 
aAangement. The quantity has been 
long since defined, and not being 
subject to any alteration, is scarcely 
ever spoken of* as a burden on the 
land. 

The other taxes bear no more on 
the persons employed in agriculture 
than on those engaged in pursuits of 
a diflerent kind. They are chiefly 
oa the consumption of foreign com- 
modities attaching to the consumers, 
from whatever sources they may 
draw the revenues by which they are 
enabled to indulge in the use of them. 

The military service is extremely 
onerous, as every young man is com- 
pelled to serve three years, from tlie 
age of twenty to twenty-four, as a 
soldier. This, though not precisely a 
tax, and not peculiar to the agricul- 
tural class, is a burden vdiich, per- 
haps, presses as much on the produc- 
tive industry of the country, as the 
heavier taxes that are collected in 
other countries. To this must be add- 
ed the quartering of the troops, 
who are billeted on private houses ; 
and however well discipline may be 
maintained amongst them, must be a 
great annoyance, and, in most cases, 
an expense, which, though apparent- 
ly trifling in amount, becomes weigh- 
ty to those whose means of support- 
ing it are small. 

In a country where four-fifths of 
the inhabitants subsist wholly by pro- 
ducing food, and depend for the con- 
veniences besides bare food, on the 
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price which they can obtain for their 
surplus^ the low rate at which that 
surplus can be disp^osed of must be 
felt and observed in every rank of 
society. 

The scale of living in the country 
we are considering, corresponds with 
the low prices of the objects in 
which their labour is employed. The 
working class of the innabitahts, 
amounting in the maritime provinces 
to upwards of a million, including 
both those who work for <Wly w^ges, 
and those who cultivate their own 
little portions of land, cannot be com- 
pared to any class of persons in Eng- 
land. This large description of the 
inhabitants live in dwellings provided 
with few conveniences, on the low- 
est and coarsest food ; potatoes^ or 
rye, or buck- wheat, are their chief, 
and frequently their only food ; li- 
nen, from flax of their own growth ; 
and wool, spun by their own hands, 
both coarse, and both worn as long as 
they will hold together, furnish their 
dress ; whilst an earthen pot, that 
will bear fire, forms one of tlie most 
valuable articles of their furniture. 

As fuel is abundant, they are warm- 
ed more close stoves than by the 
slielter of their wooden or mud houses, 
covered by shingles, which admit the 
piercing cold of the severe weather 
through abundant crevices. If they 
have bees and a plot of chicory, tlieir 
produce serves as a substitute for su- 
gar and coffee ; but too often these 
must be sent to market to raise the 
scanty pittance which the tax-ga- 
therer demands* Though the price 
of whisky is low, yet the farm pro- 
duce is still lower, and neither that 
nor the bad beer which is commonly 
brewed, can be affoixled by the pea- 
santry as a usual drink. 

In common seasons this descrip- 
tion of people suffer much in the win- 
ter, but, in times of scarcity such as 
followed the disastrous harvest of 
1816, tlicir distress, and their conse- 


quent mortality, is largely increased. 
It is not intended to insinuate that 
all the small farmers are in the cir- 
cumstances here described. In some 
situations there is a most pleasing 
difference ; — on the banks of the 
Oder, below Kustrin, a colony is es- 
tablished on a rich tract of land, call- 
ed the Neiderung, recovered by em- 
bankment from the river. The inha- 
bitants were invited here on account 
of a persecution of the Protestants iii 
Bavaria and the Palatinate, during 
the reign of Frederick the Great. 
They are exempt from most burdens, 
the soil is highly fertile, and the dis- 
trict more resembles some parts of 
Flanders than the other districts of 
Prussia. The properties are from six 
to twenty acres, but are subdivided as 
the population increases, as each of 
the sons shares the land alike. It is 
thickly peopled, and most of the pro- 
duce is consumed on the spot where 
it grows. 

A similar district near Dantzic, on 
the baiiKS of the Vistula, called the 
Neherung, exhibits a similar picture. 
The chief inhabitants are a religious 
sect, called Menonites, whose prin- 
ciples forbid them to become soldiers, 
from which they are excused, on 
condition of paying a higher rate of 
taxation. 

On the banks of the Niemen, and 
in some other spots, are similar groups 
of small occupiers in tolerably easy 
circumstances. Tliey are, however, 
not a thirtieth part of the whole of 
the class, and where they occur are 
only exceptions to the general de- 
senption. 

As these people happen to be pla- 
ced in spots of rare fertility, to be 
freed from some imposts, and to bo 
Jfotinguished by their sobriety, in- 
^Oustry, and economy, they are going 
on increasing in numbers till, in a 
few years, the division of land will 
be so great as to cause the necessity 
of removal to less-peo])Ied districts. 
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The representation of the distress- 
ed state of the agricultural inhabi- 
tants of this part of the Prussian do- 
minions which has been here given, 
receives confirmation from the pro- 
ceedings of thelandschaft, or assembly 
of the provincial states of Prussia, in 
their last session. The address of the 
assembly has not been made public, 
but is said to have been framed in 
very melancholy strains, and to have 
urged the king to take some mea- 
sures of a decided nature, respecting 
the introduction of British goods, in 
order to induce our government to 
make some alteration in the corn 
laws. Whatever may have been the 
representation of the states, the reply 
of the king, which has been publish- 
ed, gives an air of probability to the 
rumours, that it had an object, in 
some degree, of this kind . 

With regard to the prayer for an 
intercession with the English govern- 
ment to repeal the corn bilU his ma- 
jesty expressed a hope that, to im- 
prove the intercourse between the 
two nations, a change will take place 
in the English corn laws.'* 

Berlin, 26th November, 1825. From 
the Hamburgh paper^the Cor- 
respondent. 

One of the effects of the agricultu- 
ral distress, which was visible in the 
condition of the inhabitants, seemed 
to be a decrease in the cultivation of 
bread corn. 

The replies of the president Rothe, 
(see Appendix, No. 11, B.) shows 
that on six farms, amounting toge- 
ther to 10,390 acres, of which eight 
years ago 6926 acres were cultivated 
with grain, there are at present 
4864 acres applied to that purpose. 
Mr Gibson, his majesty’s consul at 
states, in a letter received 
since iny return, dated 24th Novem- 


ber 1825, that the " cultivation of 
wheat has been much circumscribed 
of late years ; and that it will take 
much time to extend it ; that flax is 
cultivated now to a much greater 
degree than formerly in Eaet, and 
parts of West Prussia ; that the ex- 
port of butter is increasing very 
much ; that rape seed is attracting 
much attention ; and that these cir- 
cumstances, with the breeding of 
sliegp, will further operate in dimi- 
nishing the production of grain." It 
appears, too, by the official returns 
of exports, (see Appendix, No. 10,) 
that tne excess of export of corn in 
the years 1821, 1822, and 1823, had 
much declined from those of former 
years ; and that, in the year 1824, the 
maritime provinces of Prussia, in- 
stead of having any surplus of wheat, 
imported 47,236 quarters more than 
they exported. This quantity may 
probably have been added to the for- 
mer accumulation; but, if so, it is 
still evidence of a decline in the ac- 
tual produce of wheat in the Prussian 
territories. 

Those Prussian provinces to which 
my chief attention was directed, have 
never been manufacturing districts, 
although they have, during a long se- 
ries of years, made both linen and 
woollen cloths for their own use. 
They have had rather domestic la- 
bour than any establishment for the 
urpose ; of late, however, attempts 
ave commenced upon a larger scale, 
and prefects were in agitation of va- 
rious kinds, for making woollens and 
cottons in manufactories , where the 
aid of machinery was to be applied. 
The chief inducements to these at- 
tempts were the low price of provi- 
sions, and the consequent expectation 
of a low rate of labour. They were, 
however, but attempts, and were not 
viewed with any very promising ex- 
pectations by the persons I had any 
opportunity of conversing with on the 
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subject. They seem to be rather tljc 
creations of the government, than the 
spontaneous issue of the deliberate 
calculations of capitalists, seeking for 
beneficial modes of employing their 
money. 

The only kind of goods that I heard 
of, calculated for distant markets, are 
some made of the native coarse wool, 
dyed deep blue, trials to introduce 
which have been made in England. 
These are made by some small farmers 
who were employed in the summer 
on the land. They are made out of 
ISlbs. or SOlbs. of wool, worth about 
sixpence per pound. The spinning is 
performed by the females of the fa^ 
raily, whilst the father weaves them. 
It employs him three days to weave 
a piece, which is about sixteen yards 
in length, and forty-two inches wide. 
The value of his day's work was sta- 
ted to be ninepence;, thus making that 
part of the labour which he executed, 
to be 2s. 3d. The fulling is perform- 
ed at a public mill, and the finishing 
and dyeing are executed in Berlin, by 
persons who send their agents to the 
farmhouses to collect the cloths in 
their rough state. I was told that these 
kind of cloths might be afforded in 
London at little more than 28. per 
yard, and were calculated for negro 
clothing. As the spinning is the most 
material part of the labour, and that 
is performed at leisure lime, the ma- 
ker's gain is tlie whole of that, .as the 
time would be otherwise unemployed. 
Manufactures of this kind are useful 
in the state of society which exists 
where these goods are fabricated, but 
the limits to their extension is neces-* 
sarily very confined. 

I have no reason to think that lii- 
therto the low price of corn has had 
the effect of lowering the price of ma- 
nufacturing labour, in any degree ap- 
proacliing to the depression which the 
products of the soil have exp^ienccd. 
In the building of ships, which is iii- 
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deed the chief manufactory of the 
maritime provinces, the rates of usa- 
ges have very considerably fallen, not, 
indeed, so much as bread, but to an 
extent that has increased the building 
of vessels, and induced some English 
houses to contract for the building of 
Prussian vessels to be employed in 
distant voyages. 

The effect, however, of the low pri- 
ces of agricultural produce, is more 
experienced in the provisions for the 
crew, than in the cost of the construc- 
tion of the ships. This may be seen 
in the cost of food for a Prussian ship, 
in the Appendix, No. 13. It is true 
that our seamen are accustomed to 
better food than the Prussians, but 
their superior professional skill makes 
up for the difference. Besides, as the 
Baltic is frozen several months in the 
year, the loss of time seems to be more, 
than a compensation for the differen- 
ces in the price of food. 

In pursuance of the instructions 
that were given to me by your lord- 
ships, I tnade every attempt in my 
power to ascertain the actual cost of 
the wheat to the growers of that 
grain in Prussia. Whoever has made 
similar attempts in this country, how- 
ever well he may have been acquaint- 
ed with all the practical details, even 
if he could obtain, with most scru- 
pulous accuracy, the amount of seed 
sown and harvested, has found them 
attended with such difficulties, as to 
afford no great degree of confidence 
in the results obtained. 

Thus, for instance, in our common 
four years' course of turnips, barley, 
clover and wheat, though it may be 
easy to ascertain the whole expendi- 
ture in rent, taxes, labour, manure, 
interest of capital, and deterioration 
in the working cattle and utensils du- 
ring the four years, yet scarcely any 
two persons will agree in the appor- 
tioning that expenditure to each of 
the four crops* I'he relative value of 
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those crops to one another, will vary 
in every year ; one will be good, ano- 
ther indifferent, another very bad. 
The value of the feed to the cattle fed 
on the produce of the first and third 
years, will be very differently estima- 
ted by different persons. The pro- 
portions of the expense of fallowing 
and manuring, will be distributed 
among the several crops, according to 
the arbitrary rides of adjustment, 
which the individual making the cal- 
culation has formed in his own mind, 
from his own local and particular ob- 
servation. 

It is an easy task, if farming ac- 
counts are regularly kept, to ascer- 
tain, at the end of the four years, how 
much has been gained or lost during 
the rotation ; but the distribution of 
that loss or gain, is subject to so ma- 
ny variations of opinion, and so many 
vicissitudes depending on situation, 
soil, and weather, as to prevent reli- 
ance from being placed on any esti- 
mate of the real cost of either one of 
the descriptions of grain. ' 

The same obstacles will present 
themselves to the attainment of ac- 
curacy, where any other rotation of 
crops is adopted. 

If‘ the difficulty is thus great in at- 
taining, or cvt?n approximating to cer- 
tainty in tlie cost price of any parti- 
cular description of corn in this coun- 
try, it may \vtll be deemed much 
more bold to liaiiard an opinion on 
that subject in a foreign country, 
where many circumstances which can 
be but imperfectly known to a stran- 
.ger and temporary visitor, may have 
a powerful influence, 

I received many statements from 
the different persons with whom I 
conversed on the subject, as to what 
they considered to be the actual cost 
in ^ number of years, of wheat and 
other corn. These, as may be sup- 
posed, widely varied from each other. 
Although I was fully convinced that 


for several years the loss on the mass 
of agricultural products throughout 
the maritime provinces of Prussia, has 
been very great ; and that, instead of 
leaving anything fur rent, that has 
been much more tluin absorbed, yet 
.1 could place no reliance on the accu- 
racy of any statements which attempt- 
ed to define the exact limits of the 
loss on each kind of corn. 

In founding a calculation on the 
answers of President Itothe, though 1 
give to that gentleman's i acts the most 
implicit confidence, yet I should he- 
sitate, if he had stated what was the 
cost price of wheat and rye, to yield 
to him the same assent ; 1 have no 
doubt, however, he is accurate in sta- 
ting, that the Joss on the corn grown 
in the year 1824*, witliout allowing 
anything for rent, was 20 per coni. 
According to the paper in Appendix, 
No. 1 J, the price at w^hich the wlieat 
on the estate described w^as sold, ifi 
the year 1824, when the crops wen- 
good, was one thaler and a half per 
schefl'el, or three shillings per buslicl, 
by which a loss of 20 per cent was 
incurred, besides the whole of tiu? 
rent, according to which the cost prici' 
to the larmer would be about 28 a‘. iuL 
per quarter on the spot. 

Sale price 3.?. per bushel, or, per 


quarter 24 U 

Loss, estimated at 20 per cent . 4 U 


20 0 

Allowance for rent, culcuiatcd at 
one- tenth of the gross proceeds 2 a 

Which would make the cost 31 o 

If to this be added, 

Shipping charge, and merchant’s 

conimiRsion or profit .... 2 U 

Freight, primage, and insurance 


to London 3 0 

Lighterage, landing charge, and 

commission in IjJngland ... 1 .3 
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The costs of wheat may be in some 
degree approximated to, by ascertain- 
ing the selling prices for a series of 
years. If that series be short, it may 
be affected by various intervening 
events, such as war, invasion, or de- 
ficient harvests ; but by being spread 
over a long series, the effects of adven* 
titious circumstances become lessen- 
ed. It is reasonable to calculate, that 
in a long series, the profit on corn 
cannot be much above that on other 
branches of industry in the iftime 
country. If the profits on raising corn 
are much above those of other occu- 
pations, an increased quantity, to the 
production of wdiich the augmented 
capital might contribute, would cause 
the price to fall ; if those profits were 
much lower, a diminution of supply, 
to which the loss of capital would con- 
tribute, would tend to raise the pri- 
ces. 

Although, from the fluctuation in 
the productiveness of different years, 
corn is less subject to the general ab- 
stract j)riiiciples, by which supply and 
demand, as regards other commodi- 
ties, are regulated in a short period, 
3 ^et in a long period, such as thirty or 
forty years, or longer, it also must be 
governed by them. 

Without going back to the long list 
of prices for the last hundred and 
sixty years, for which sea Appendix, 
No. we may adopt that which be- 
gins ill 1791 and ends in 1825, Ap- 
pendix, No. 13 ; for five of those years 
no prices arc given, because the ports 
were shut. The average of the whole 
of these years, taking the lowest and 
Jiighest price of each year, and disre- 
garding the difference of the quanti- 
ties sold in several years, gives the 
price at 45,v. ll(L per quarter. The 
largest quantity was sold in the years 
when the price was highest, being 
probably the stocks which had accu- 
mulated during the years of low pri- 
ces. The price of those years m:iy 


therefore be considered as specula- 
ting prices. If the years 1800, 1801^ 
1805, 1817, and 1818, be struck out, 
the average price of the thirteen re- 
maining years w ill be 33s. 6d. If we 
suppose a profit to be made of ten 
per cent by the dealers in corn, these 
thirty years wdll give, as the cost price 
to the grower, after paying rent, a 
price nearly approaching to tb^l 
which is given before, as calculated 
on the data furnished by President 
Rothe. 

Without placing much reliance on 
it, yet some corroboration is received, 
by the market prices of Berlin, for the 
last eleven years, where the average 
price of the best Polish wheat has 
been 36^. or about ten per cent 
higher than the average of Dantzic, 
for the thirty years to which we have 
referred, 'fhis may be accounted for, 
partly by the quantity of the wdieat, 
and partly from the additional con- 
veyance, and consequent expenses. 
The returns from Berlin, taken on St 
Martini day, in each year from 1774 
to 1824, for which see Appendix, No. 
17, give, as the average price for the 
fifty years, 34a*. (ir/. As the best ol' 
wheat is probably brought to the ca- 
pital, some allowance must he made 
for the superior quality, and also some- 
thing for tiic profit of tlie dealers, 
through whose Iiands it has passed. 
This will bring it sufficiently near to 
the price here assumed, to give pro- 
bability to the calculation. 

Although, since the return of peace, 
no alleviations of the public contribu- 
tions have been applied, and no di- 
minution of the other sub jects of ex- 
penditure which compose the cost of 
growing corn, has been experienced, 
yet the contrast between the first and 
last five years since that event took 
place, in the prices of corn, is so stri- 
king^ that it deserves to he iioiicyd. 
In Dantzic, the average of tbi* five 
years, from 181G to 1820 inclusive, 
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gives for wheat 54*^. 5d* per quarter, 
and that for the years 1821 to 1825 
inclusive! 26^. 2d. In Berlin, the ave- 
rage for the first five years is 46.9. 4d. 
and for the second, 26.9. 7d, 

The far greater part of that divi- 
sion of ancient Poland, which is now 
comprehended in the vice-regai king- 
dim of that name, is a level country, 
with scarcely an ascent or descent, 
except where the courses of the rivers 
have formed channels below the ge- 
neral level of the country. As these 
rivers, though in summer they ap- 
pear small streams, are swollen by 
the rains of autumn, and the melting 
of the snow on the Carpathian moun- 
tains in the spring, they form large 
channels, extending on both sides to 
a great distance ; and their deposit, 
in many parts, enriches the land, and 
it presents, in the summer, the as- 
pect of verdant and luxuriant mea- 
dows. In other parts, the periodical 
swellings of the streams have .formed 
morasses, which, in their present 
state, are not applicable to any agri- 
cultural purposes. The plains which 
extend from the borders of one river 
to another, are open fields, and scarce- 
ly any perceptible division of the 
land, and showing scarcely any trees 
even around the villages. The por- 
tion of woodland on these plains is 
very extensive ; but they are in large 
masses, with great intervals of arable 
land between them. 

The soil is mostly sandy, with oc^ 
casional mixture of a sandy loam ; it 
is very thin, resting chiefly on a bed 
of granite, through which the heavy 
rains gradually percolate* Such a 
soil is easily ploughed ; sometimes 
two horses, or two oxen, and not un- 
firequently two cows, perform this 
ana the other operations of hus- 
bandry. 

This representation of the king- 
dom of Poland is strictly applicable 


to six of the eight waiwoodsliijrs, or 
provinces, into which it is now di- 
vided. 

To the south of the river Pilica, 
which comprehends the two pro- 
vinces of Sandomir and Cracow, the 
appearance of the land and the face 
of the country improve ; and in pro- 
ceeding south to the banks of the 
Vistula, there is to be seen a more 
undulating district and a more tena- 
cious and fruitful soil. Much of the 
lancHs a clayey loam, requirir^ three 
or four horses to plough it, yielding, 
when tolerably managed, crops of 
excellent wheat and oats ; and where 
the husbandry is so good as to have 
adopted the practice ol‘ sowing clover 
between the two corn crops, the pro- 
duce is very abundant. 

The southern point of this district, 
forming now an independent repub- 
lic, called, from the name of its enpk. 
tal, Cracow, is very fertile. It ex- 
tends along the Vistula about twenty 
miles, and contains, in 500 square 
miles, or 820,000 acres, about 100,000 
inhabitants. 

Some of the estates of Poland, be- 
longing to the nobility of the high- 
est rank, are of enormous extent ; 
but owing to the system of dividing 
the land among all the children, un- 
less a special entail secures a majorat 
to the eldest son, which is in some 
few instances the case, much of it is 
possessed in allotments, which we 
should deem large ; but which, on 
account of their low value, and when 
compared with those of a few others, 
are not so. Of these secondary classes 
of estates five or six thousand acres 
would be deemed small, and thirty 
or forty thousand acres large. 

There are, besides these, numerous 
small properties, some of a few acres, 
which, by frequent subdivisions, have 
descend!^ to younger branches of 
noble families. The present owners 
arc commonly poor, but too proud 
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to follow any profession but that of 
a soldier^ and prefer to labour in the 
fields with their own hands rather 
than to engage in trade of any kind. 
As titles descended to every son, and 
are continued through all the sue* 
cessors, the nobility have naturally 
become very numerous ; but since the 
Emperor of Russia has gained the 
dominion over Poland, the use of 
titles has been restricted. No one 
can assume that of baron, unless his 
clear income from his estates exceed 
KXX) gulden, or 25/. ; none th^t of 
count, whose rents are less than 3000 
gulden, or 75/. ; and none that of 
prince, who has less than 5000 guU 
den, or 125/. 

The whole of the lands are made 
alienable, and may now be purchased 
by persons of any rank, and arc ac- 
tually held by some who are burghers, 
or peasants ; the Jews alone are pro- 
hibited from becoming proprietors of 
the soil, though they have very nu- 
merous mortgages upon it. When 
they foreclose, the lands must con- 
sequently be sold ; and as these Jews, 
the monied capitalists, cannot be- 
come purchasers, the prices they yield 
are very trifling. 

The most numerous class of culti- 
vators are peasants ; they have a li- 
mited property in the lands which 
they occupy, and the cottages in which 
they live, under the condition of 
working a stipulated number of days 
in each week, on their lord's demesne, 
and paying specified quantities of 
produce, such as poultry, eggs, yarn, 
and other things, in conformity with 
ancient usage. 

The extent of these holdings vary, 
according to the quality of the land, 
and the quantity of duty work, or of 
payments in kind, which are to be 
fulfilled. 

On a large property which I exa- 
mined, the peasants had about forty- 
eight acres of land each, for which 


they were bound to work for two 
days in every week with two oxen. 
If their labour was farther required, 
they. were paid threepence per day 
for two other days, and if beyond 
that number, sixpence per day ; on 
another property, I found the pea- 
sants had about thirty-six acres, for 
which they worked two days in each 
week, with two oxen ; when called 
upon for extra labour, they are paid 
sixpence a-day for themselves and 
oxen for the next two days, or if 
they work without their oxen, three- 
pence. 

If their labour is demanded the re.- 
maining two days in the week, the 
sum to be paid is made the subject 
of a special agreement. On one estate, 
the peasants had but twenty -four 
acres, and did one day's work them- 
selves, with one horse ; the rest of 
their labour was paid for in money, 
by a^eement made at the time it was 
required. Another proprietor, on land 
somewhat exhausted, granted to each 
of his peasants more than fifty acres 
of land, for which they worked, with 
two horses, three days in a week. It 
would be easy to give instances of 
more various rates of duty work, and 
of the quantity of land which is ap- 
propriated for its performance. Some 
are of a luxurious and of a ludicrous 
kind. I was told that the inhabitants 
of two whole villages, near a prince- 
ly domain, hold their lands on condi- 
tion of employing a certain number 
of days in each week in cleaning the 
walks, and keeping in good order the 
pleasure grounds, which surround the 
vast castle of their benevolent and 
hospitable lord. 

In general, this peasantry is in a 
condition of great distress, and in- 
volved in debt to their lords. They 
are no longer slaves, or adsiricti glebw* 
By the constitution promulgated in 
1791, they were declared free, and 
that part of the constitution suffered 
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no alteration under the dominion of 
the Russians and Prussians ; was con- 
firmed when the King of Saxony be- 
came sovereign ; and was again as- 
sured in 1815, when the Emperor of 
Russia was enthroned as King of J^o- 
lanli. 

The practical effects of the pi’ivi- 
leges,thus granted, have hitherto been 
very inconsiderable. The peasantscan 
leave their land, but must first acquit 
the pecuniary demands of their lords. 
Few are able to do tin’s, as most of 
tliem are in arrears. The lords must 
supply them witli their oxen, in case 
one dies ; their plough and other im- 
plements must be furnished to them 
by him ; and in years of scarcity, they 
become involved in debt, for the re- 
quisite subsistence of themselves and 
their cattle. This, together with local 
attacl.ments, and tlie habit of respect 
for their feudal suj)enor, has, In ge- 
neral, prevented the peasants from 
wandering away from the houses of 
iheir fathers, and from the protection 
of their chief. It thus rarely Ijappens 
that the peasants quit the estates on 
which they have been born ; and the 
instances that do occur, are chiefly 
to be attributed to the embarrassed 
circumstances into which their lords 
may fall. A declining property pro- 
duces a necc^ssitous peasantry ; and 
such may sometimes be induced to 
try their fortune under another pro- 
prietor. 

A gentleman, with whom I formed 
an acquaintance, had been compelled 
to take an estate which was mort- 
gaged to him. He found no pea- 
sants on it; the land was neglected, 
and the buildings dilapidated. As no 
tenant would take it at any rent, he 
was under the necessity of farming 
it. To induce peasants to come to 
him, he granted tliem a larger por- 
tion of land than was customary on 
that quality of soil, built them houses, 
supplied them,witl) oxen and imple- 


ments, sowed the corn of the first 
year, and fed them till it was fit to b(! 
converted into food. By these means, 
though he was enabled- to get his la- 
bour performed, yet he ajsured me it 
was by persons of the least skill, in- 
dustry, and sobriety. 

The want of peasantry is a general 
subject of complaint, especially among 
those (who are by far the greater 
number) whose estates are loaded 
with mortgages or other encumbran- 
ces ; such sometimes lose them, but 
cannot command the means of indu- 
cing new ones to settle on the lands. 

Though no longer slaves, the con- 
dition of the peasants is but little 
practically improved by the change 
that has been made in tlieir condi- 
tion. When a transfer is made, either 
by testament or conveyance, the per- 
sons of tl)e peasantry are not indeed 
expressly conveyed, but their ser- 
vices are, and in many instances arc 
the most valuable part of the pro- 
perty. 

It is said, that when the freedom 
of the peasants was first decreed, it 
was viewed by them with great dis- 
trust. They were alarmed with the 
apprehension, that in age or sickness, 
or other incapacity, they should be 
abandoned by their lords, and left to 
perish in want ; by the form that so- 
ciety has taken in the course of the 
thirty-four years that have passed 
since the alteration was enacted, their 
alarms have been dispelled ; and the 
same acts of kindness being exercised 
in most cases as were formerly cus^ 
tomary, they can perceive no altera- 
tion in their condition, that is either 
materially more beneficial or injurious 
to them. 

These people live in wooden huts 
covered with thatch or shingles, con- 
sisting of one room with a stove, 
around which the inliabitants and 
their cattle crowd together, and where 
the most disgusting kinds of filthinessi 
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are to be seen. Their common food 
is, cabbage, potatoes sometimes, but 
not generally, peas, black bread, and 
soup, or rather, gruel, without the ad- 
dition o(‘ butter or meat. Their chief 
drink is water, or the cheap whisky 
of the country, which is the only 
luxury of the peasants, and is drunk, 
whenever they can obtain it, in en- 
ormous quantities. They use much 
salt with their vegetable food, and in 
spite of the heavy tax on that com- 
modity, can never dispense with the 
want of it at their meals, I was*in- 
fornied, and saw reason to credit the 
accounts, that when the peasants 
brought to the market towns their 
trifling quantities of produce, a part 
of the money was first used to pur- 
chase salt, and the rest spent in whis- 
ky, in a state of intoxication that com- 
moiil}; endured till the exhaustion of 
the purse had restored them to so- 
briety. In their houses they have 
little that merits the name of furni- 
ture; and their clothing is coarse, 
ragged, and filthy, even to disgust. 

\T‘ry little attention has been paid 
to their education, and they are ge- 
nerally ignorant, siqjcrstitious, and 
fiinatical. They observe about twenty 
holidays in the year, besides the Sun- 
days ; and pass much of their time in 
pilgrimages to some favourite shrine, 
in counting beads, and similar sujjer- 
stitious occupations. 

1 his representation of the condi- 
tion and character of the peasantry, 
though general, cannot be consider- 
ed so universal as to admit of no ex- 
c eptions ; some rare instances of per- 
sc‘verance in economy, industry, and 
temperance, arc to be found ; and 
iftifavoiirable as their circumstances 
may be for the creation of such ha- 
bits, they are here attended by the 
usual correspondent results. Some 
ihw peasants have been enablctl to 
gain three or four allotments, and to 
♦*in)>loy their sons or hired servants 


to work for them ; and there are in- 
stances of such persons making a still 
farther progress, and being enabled 
to purchase estates for themselves. 
Such cases as these, however, occur 
so rarely, that though tht*y produce 
individual comfort and wealth, they 
have no perceptible influence on the 
general mass of society, or on the 
surplus quantity of agricultural pro- 
ductions. 

As may be naturally inferred, from 
the system under which labour is ap- 
plied to the land, that labour is per- 
formed in the most negligent anil 
slovenly manner possible. N o mana- 
ger of a large estate can have his eye 
constantly on every workman ; and 
when rp advantage is gained by care 
in the >rk, it will naturally be very 
imperff .dy executed. All the ope- 
rations of husbandry struck me to be 
very ill performed ; the ploughing is 
very shallow and irregular ; the har- 
rows with wooden tines do not pene- 
trate sufficiently to pull up weeds in 
fallowing ; the roller is almost un- 
known, and thus the land is filltnl 
with weeds of all descriptions, I ob- 
scrvcil the same want of attention in 
thrashing ; and it appeared to me 
that a much greater proportion of 
the grain was left among the straw, 
than in tliat whicli had passed under 
an English flail. In short, the natu- 
ral effects of the system of duty work 
was visible in tlie vvijole of the admi- 
nistration of the large estates where 
it is followed, with the exception of 
those few proprietors who have intel- 
ligent and active managers, and are 
free from pecuniary embarrassments. 

The common course of cro})ping 
is the old system of a whole year’s 
fallow, followed by winter corn, and 
that by summer corn, and then a ial- 
low again. Thus one-third of the 
land bears nothing, d’he winter crop, 
in the northern part of rolanfl, con- 
sists of wheat and rye; the 
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tioii of the latter to the former, is 
nearly as nine to one, and the wheat 
enjoys the benefit of what little ma- 
nure is preserved. Thus the wheat 
actually cultivated does not occupy 
more than one-thirtieth part of the 
arable land. In the southern part of 
the kingdom, the wheat bears a larger 
proportion to the rye, amounting, on 
the more tenacious soils, to a hflh, 
and even, in some cases, to a fourth 
part of tlie rye. 

The statements I could collect, and 
my own observation, le4 me to con- 
clude the stock of catde to be very 
small, in proportion to the extent of 
land, and to the number of inhabit- 
ants. The government of Poland has 
not collected those statistical facts, 
which are so regularly registered by 
the Prussian, and some other of the 
governments of Germany; where they 
have been collected, as in the case of 
the j)opulation of the year 1817, I 
believe but little accuracy is to be 
discovered. I found, in a conversa- 
tion with one of the ministers, to 
whose immediate department it be- 
longed, that no great dependence 
could be placed on the census of that 
year. 

In the absence of more recent au- 
thority, I avail myself of a Prussian 
document, which shows the numbers 
of the diderent kinds of cattle in the 
provinces of Plock, in Poland, when 
it was under the dominion of that 
power. I have no reason to suspect 
the accuracy of this ofheial statement, 
or to believe that this proviuj^e is not 
equal in live stock to the average of 
the whole kingdom. I wai told there 
was, in the province of Podolachia, 
a greater number of black cattle, and 
in the province of Lublin, a greater 
number of sheep, than in Plock ; but 
provinces were represented to 
as deficient in other cattle, the 
former having fewer sheep, the latter 
fewer cows. 

In the year 1803, the returns from 


Plock were thus : 45,028 horses and 
colts; 196,54'0oxen,cow8,andyoung 
cattle ; 194,133 sheep ana lambs ; 
95,634* swine. 

The extent of this province is near- 
ly one-fourth of that of the three ma- 
ritime provinces of Prussia ; and thin- 
ly as those are stocked with cattle, 
in comparison with England, it will 
be seen, by the following statement, 
how much they exceed that of the 
district in question:-— 


• Pnunian 

Maritime 
Provinces. 


AerrSt 

Horses and colts . • 1 to 42 

Oxen, cows, and calves 1 ... la 
Sheep and lambs • • 1 ... 10 

Swine 1 ... 35 


Polish 
Province 
of Plock* 


Acres. 

1 to 100 
1 ... 24 
1 ... 24 
1 ... 52 


If It be considered, that since the 
year in which the facts exhibited in 
this statement were collected, the 
country has suffered severely from 
being the theatre of war, from three 
changes of sovereigns, and from the 
low prices of all produce, it will 
scarcely appear probable that it has 
so increased in wealth as to have add- 
ed niatcrially to its stock of cattle, 
or even to have kept up that stock 
to the standard which it had reached 
before those visitations* It appears 
by the statistical account of the lord- 
ship of Pulaway and Konskowla, in 
the province of Lublin, which is con- 
sidered to be one of the best managed 
estates in Poland, consisting of 1 1 9,232 
English acres, that the stock of cat- 
tle, including those of the proprietor 
and his subjects or tenants, is some- 
what below what the Prussian ac- 
counts show of the average of tlic 
province of Plock, in the year 1803. 
It appears to be (see Appendix, No. 
18) thus: 

1 cow or ox to . , . acres. 

I sheep or lamb to . . 10 

1 horse to .... 1 r»(> 

1 pig to 
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No country can be much better 
adapted for the breeding of sheep 
than the greater part of the kingdom 
of Poland. Wherever it is attended 
to with due skill» it is found to be 
beneficial ; but the poverty of the 
landholders^ and their want of know- 
ledge of the advantages to be de- 
rived from that kind of live stocky 
keeps them from devoting their land 
to their propagation. 

A very intelligent physician, a na- 
tive of Germany, whose acquaintance 
I had the pleasure to make in •Po- 
land, and who devotes the money ac- 
quired by his medical practice to the 
purchase and the cultivation of land, 
—told me that he purchased, four or 
five years before, a flock of fine-wool- 
led sneep of the Saxon Electoral breed ; 
that he had already sold in fleeces 
and lambs as much as had replaced 
the whole capital expended, and had 
at present double the number which 
he had originally purchased. This 
striking instance of success, in an ex- 
periment in rural economy, is known 
to most of the cultivators : and yet 
it has been able to produce such few 
followers, that 1 was assured there 
were yet in Poland only two other 
flocks of unmixed fine-woolled Me- 
rino sheep. This gentleman was one 
of the first that had cultivated green 
crops on an extensive scale, for feed- 
ing sheep ; and though the benefit of 
it was obvious, both in the produce 
of the wool, and the increase of the 
quantity and quality of his corn, it 
has had but little influence hitherto 
on the. conduct of others, and that 
little is confined to a small spot near 
the capital. 

♦ Of the sheep in Poland, the best 
are those in the province of Lublin : 
but they are very far inferior to the 
breed of Saxony. The cows are a 
smallish race, and generally kept in 
bud condition, both as to food and 
cleanliness. They are for the most 


part stall-fed, but from negligence 
yield very little butter, and no to- 
lerable cheese. 

With the exception of a part of 
the two southernmost provinces, as 
before noticed, the soil of Poland is 
of such a thin nature, that where it is 
moderately farmed, it can scarcely 
be made to bear a medium crop -of 
wheat more frequently than once in 
nine years. I examined a farm in 
the province of Lublin, the proprie- 
tor of which is in easy circumstances, 
and possesses several other estates. 
The extent of this farm is about 5500 
acres. The live stock consisted of 
sixty milk cows, which are let to a 
dairyman at about 19s. per year 
each ; some few young cattle, eight 
or nine horses, and between five and 
six hundred sheep. The ploughing 
is performed by two oxen, for which 
and for his own labour, two days in 
each week, the peasant has a house, 
firing, and about forty acres of land, 
to which the manure made by his 
oxen is applied. About 2000 acres 
is in tins way in the occupation of 
the peasants. The manure, there- 
fore, of the cows, sheep, and horses, 
is applicable to the lord's portion of 
somewhat more than 3000 acres, and 
supplies it with more liberality than 
is practised on any other land near 
it* The whole is under the plough ; 
there is neither meadow nor perma- 
nent pasture. The rotation of crops 
is as follows Tlie first year, a clean 
fallow, three or four times ploughed ; 
the second year, potatoes are planted; 
the third year, wheat is sown, and in 
the fallowing spring, clover amongst 
it* The fourth and fifth years, the 
clover is either made into hay, or used 
for the stall-fed cows and the horses, 
or fed on the land by the sheep ; the 
sixth year, peas or buck-wheat are 
grown ; then it is fallowed for a year ; 
and the eighth year, a crop of rye is 
grown ; and the ninth, or last year 
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of the course, the land is sown with 
barley, oats, and buck- wheat. 

On this, which is considered a 
pattern farm, on which I have reason 
to believe the increase is greater than 
on any other in the district, the seed 
and produce are as follows : — Pota- 
toes, about twenty bushels to the acre 
planted, and about two hundred 
bushels raised; wheat, two bushels 
sowed, and from sixteen to twenty 
reaped ; rye, two bushels sowed, and 
fron) twelve to fifteen reaped ; buck- 
wheat, three bushels sow ed, and from 
ten to fifteen harvested. The barley 
and oats scarcely yield four times the 
quantity sowxd ; manure is applied 
after the potatoes for the wheat ; tlie 
latter have tlie benefit of the fallow- 
ing, and the former of the manure. 
The manager, who was a man of skill, 
thought that when they had more 
cattle, and consequently more ma- 
nure, he should be disposed to try 
the plan of sowing wheat once in 
seven, or even in siv years, if the fu- 
ture prices of that grain should pre- 
sent sufficient inducement. 'This farm 
is one of the few in which all the 
labour, except that of the oxeu «*md 
their drivers, is paid for in money, 
and not in produce. The common 
plan of thrashing, is to give the thrash- 
er a certain proportion of the corn. 
This varies with the productive na- 
ture of the soil and the season, from the 
iburtcenth to the eighteenth bushel. 
Here it was paid for at the rate of a 
florin, a trifle less than sixpence, for 
the korzec, a Polish measure, sorae- 
wdiat more than three bushels and a 
quarter; the mowing, reaping, and 
other kinds of labour, were agreed for 
at proportionably low prices. 

Although this estate is well ma- 
naged, and no rent is paid for it, I 
was induced to believe the assurance 
which w^as given to me, that it had 
3 iot yielded any revenue to the pro- 
prietor, in the last four (»r five years. 


in his joint capacity of owner and 
farmer. He had, however a distil- 
lery, and near it is a village, with 
some establishments, on a small scale, 
for making coarse woollen cloths. 
I'here is no duty on the whisky sold 
in country places ; and the supply 
of that commodity in the neighbour- 
hood, which is rather populous, leaves 
a profit, though not equal to the in- 
terest of the capital invested in the 
land, the farming stock and utensils, 
and the erection of the distillery. 

I*liave dwelt tlie longer on the cir- 
cumstances of this particular farm, 
not because it may be considered as 
showing the average increase on the 
usual scale of farming, but because 
tlie accounts of the receipt and ex- 
penditure, both in money and pro- 
duce, are kept with great regularity 
— In the generality of farms which 
arc under inferior management, the 
increase would be found muclj be- 
low' the rate which is stated in the 
farm, whose management 1 have de- 
scribed. If I were to generalize tht‘ 
whole of Poland, except the southern 
parts of the province of Sandomir and 
Cracow, 1 should not estimate the 
produce of grain to be more, if so 
much, as two-thirds of that wliich 
appeared to be raised on the estate in 
question. In thus estimating, 1 should 
depend not only on my own obser- 
vation of the state of growing crops, 
and' of those w'hich were being Jiijr- 
vested, but on the opinion of the per- 
sons best qualified to judge, by be- 
ing in the habit of looking at the 
amount of produce, upon a large 
scale, and by being i'urnished with 
the best means of judging the ave- 
rage of the whole. • 

With that description of persons, 
including the chiefs of several de- 
partments of the government, tlie pre- 
vailing opinion was, that the average 
produce of wheat was not more than 
{‘ourlecn bushels ; of ry(\ ten ; of 
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Jey, fourteen ; of oats anti of buck- 
wheat, from eight to ten to the acre. 
Although the southern parts of San- 
domir and Cracow yielded rather more, 
yet their corn being celebrated for 
its excellent quality rather than for 
its much greater produce, and ex- 
tending to but a small proportion of 
the whole even of those provinces, it 
was not calculated that it would have 
the eifcct of raising the average of the 
whole kingdom, in any sensible de- 
gree, above the rate here stated. 

Upon this subject, I could halVe 
wished to have been enabled to give 
statistical details, rather than my 
own estimates, or those of pe;*sons 
better acquainted, than any foreign- 
er can be, with the state of the 
country. If I had met with any 
agricultural writings expressly Polish, 
and had understood the language, I 
might have gleaned from them some 
facts to rectify, or to corroborate, 
the estimate of the actual acre-able 
produce of grain ; but as every mana- 
ger of a farm, that f met with, under- 
stands the German language, and ob- 
tained whatever knowledge books 
(!Ould give him, from the writers of 
that nation, there is little inducement 
to compose works in Polish, on such 
subjects ; and the German authors, 
though very accurate and copious, in 
their statistical reports of their seve- 
ral districts, can know little, and can 
have no inducement to learn much 
of the statistical details of Polish 
agriculture. 

PIii> managers of the farms of the 
greater nobles, arc commonly men of 
good education, as well as good man- 
ners, having been most of them offi- 
cers in the army ; and I found them 
well acquainted with the agricultural 
writings of Thaer, SchwarU, and 
other Germans, and by means of 
German translations, with those ol' 
Arthur Young, Sir Humphrey Davy, 
and other Englishmen, lieing almost 


cut off from society, and the sports 
of the field not being, as witli us, an 
object that engages much attention, 
they have recourse to books to relieve 
their solitude in the long nights of 
their tremendous winters. 

Having noticed the two provinces 
which yielded the best wheat, it may 
not be useless to observe in addition, 
that but some small portions of each 
are highly productive, and those aj: 
that extremity of the kingdom which 
is the farthest removed from the ports 
in the Baltic, at which alone their 
corn can be shipped for this country. 

I first entered the province of San- 
dorair from that of Massovia, and 
went through it by the towns of Ko- 
zience and Granica, till 1 reached the 
Vistula, and crossed it at Pulaway. 
In tliis route there was nothing in the 
face of the country, or in the appear- 
ance of the crops, to distinguish them 
from those of the other parts I had 
noticed. On my way from the pro- 
vince of Lublin, 1 again entered 
Sandomir, passing the Vistula at lla- 
chow. I^rom that river, for sixty or 
seventy miles, the fertility of the land 
was not sensibly greater than the ge- 
neral appearance of the other pro- 
vinces. After passing Stobnica, the 
country vastly improved and conti- 
nued good, through Nowe-Maistow, 
Kozyee, and Przeclawiee, till 1 en- 
tered the province of Cracow, at Iwa- 
nowice. It is an undulating district, 
somewhat hilly: the soil, a good 
brown loamy clay, rather stiff to 
plough, requiring three, or even some- 
times, four horses to work it. The 
St ubbles ot * wheat were tolerably thi ck, 
and proved that the crops must have 
been good ; they were, however, far 
from clean, and the wheat, having 
been sowed after a fallow, there would 
have been more appearance of young 
clover, if the management had been 
well conducted. I'he wheat grown 
here, is that which is known in Lon- 
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doD, by the name of Dantzic white 
wheat ; it is of the most excellent qua- 
lity, very white and heavy ; I did not 
learn that the average growth was 
much beyond, if it reached, twenty 
bushels to the acre ; though 1 heard 
of individual instances of a greater 
quantity bein^ yielded in good years. 
The district is about sixty miles in 
length, but not broad, extending 
from the left bank of the river, to 
various, but none great, extents in- 
land. The province of Cracow, as 
far as I saw it, is of nearly the same 
kind ; I was informed that some of 
the northern divisions of it were poor 
in their agriculture, but rich in 
mines of iron, coal, and calamine. 
The territory of the republic of Cra- 
cow is like the province of the same 
name, in the kingdom. The marks 
of more freedom allowed to exertion 
are visible in the extensive fields of 
fiax, and the enclosures with tobacco, 
maize, and a great variety of garden 
vegetables ; a part of it is likewise 
rich in mines of coal and calamine ; 
and great quantities of zinc, made 
from the latter, have been beneficial- 
ly exporte4l to England, since the 
passing of the late law, by which the 
duty on it was reduced. 

This tract of country, which ap- 
peared to me so fertile, and in which 
1 remarked more of the outward signs 
of comfort, does not, including the 
territory of the republic, in extent 
amount to one sixtieth part of the 
present kingdom of Poland. There 
IS in it, the same sufiering from the 
low prices of produce, ffm a disposi- 
tion to invest any capitiil that can be 
found, in mining, rather than in cuU 
tivating the soil. 

The province of Gallicia, a part of 
the ancient kingdom of Poland, but 
now added to the dominions of the 
Austrian empire, which stretches 
along the right bank of the Vistula, 
is, I believe, nearly as fertile as the 


southern parts of the present king- 
dom of Poland, or the territory of the 
republic of Cracow. I passed through 
only that portion which lies between 
the salt mines of Wieliezka, and the 
frontiers of Moravia. I found by the 
accounts I obtained at Thorn, (see 
Appendix, No. 19) that very little 
wheat from that rich and extensive 
province had been conveyed down the 
Vistula to the Baltic, though the ac- 
cess to the sea is as easy as from the 
south parts of the kingdom of Po- 
laftd, or from Cracow ; yet the trade 
in corn is impeded by transit duties 
both in Poland and in Prussia. No 
transit dut3^ is chi^rged in Poland, on 
the corn of its own growth ; and by a 
treaty of commerce, concluded in the 
month of March last, with Prussia, 
the duty at Thorn is reduced to a 
rate that is almost nominal. There is 
no sucli treaty with Austria ; and the 
corn from Gallicia thus continues 
loaded with the duty, on entering the 
Prussian boundaries, from which that 
of Poland is now exempt. 

I believe some of the surplus corn 
of Gallicia finds a vent by land car- 
riage into the Prussian province of 
Silesia. It must, however, be but in 
small quantities, forming a part of that 
stated to be exported from Austria, 
(see Appendix, No. 20.) 

It was difficult in such a country 
as Poland to attain to any accuracy 
on the rent of land ; the owners ge- 
nerally occupy themselves their clo- 
mains, and cultivate them by the 
hands of their peasants. 

The lands of the crown are diffe- 
rently circumstanced ; they compre- 
hend one-third of the whole surface, 
or about ten million acres ; somewhat 
more than two millions of these are 
woods, which are managed by a de- 
partment of the government. The 
remainder is chiefly arable land, and 
is leased to tenants. The labour of 
the peasants is a part of that which 
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is leased. The tenants of the crown 
are exempt^ as well as their peasants^ 
from some taxes^ to which all other 
occupiers of land are subject^ and in 
consequence of it the estates arc bet- 
ter stocked with peasants. Hence, as 
I was assured by the chief of the de- 
partment, the peasants on the crown 
lands form nearly one-fourth of the 
whole population of the kingdom. To 
the farmers of these, this must be a 
great advantage, which but few, and 
only the richest and most humane 
lords, can partake with them. 

With this freedom from taxation 
and ample supply of labourers,^ the 
lands are let very low ; the nominal 
rent of eight millions of acres of land 
is stated in the public accounts to be 
four millions florins, or about ninety- 
live thousand pounds sterling, or 
somewhat less than threepence the 
English acre. In the average are in- 
cluded many acres literally of no va- 
lue. I was informed, that the land 
actually under cultivation might be 
fairly stated to be worth Irom eight- 
pence to fourteenpence per acre. It 
IS, however, found that the present 
rent cannot be afforded, that the te- 
nants are falling into arrears, tliat the 
hope of recovering some parts must 
be abandoned $ and in other cases, the 
rent can only be paid in corn. The 
woods belonging to the crown, con- 
sisting, as before stated, of more than 
two million acres, and under the ad- 
ministration of a public board, are 
felled in portions annually, so as to 
cut them every fifty years. T he fiftieth 
part, which was cut last year, (the 
price of wood having improved,) 
produced, as stated to me by the chief 
of the department, the sum of forty- 
eight thousand pounds sterling, being 
at the rate of fivepence halfpenny 
the acre on the whole of the woods, 
or twenty-four shillings on the part 
actually cut. 

So little land belonging to indivi- 


duals is let, that it is difficult to form 
an opinion of what is its actual ave- 
rage annual value. That it is much 
lower than formerly, I have no doubt. 

One ins^nce came under ray own 
observation. The proprietor of a large 
domain had let a farm, consisting of 
about seven thousand acres, on a lease, 
for the usual terra of six years, at a 
rent of eight hundred and fifty pounds. 
That lease had expired just before I 
visited the place. The tenant had lost 
a great deal of his property, and the 
peasants had diminished in number ; 
and a new lease had been taken by 
the same tenant, for no other could 
be found, at the rate of one hundred 
and seventy pounds. 

I knew of one farm of about four 
thousand acres, let on a lease for six 
years, about four years ago, for one 
hundred and eighty pounds. The pro- 
prietor of it assured me, that though 
he received his rent regularly, he was 
convinced the tenant paid the whole 
of it out of his capital, and was only 
enabled tef maintain his engagements 
from having other pursuits which 
were profitable. This estate is not 
more than twelve miles from War- 
saw, and has an excellent road to 
within one mile of it. 

Another instance of an estate re- 
cently let on lease was related to 
me by the gentleman who had enga- 
ged to take it. It consists of about 
two thousand three hundred English 
acres : two-sevenths of it are water 
meadow, on the banks of the Vistu- 
la, produciiitg good hay; about three 
hundred ama inre woodland, and the 
rest arable. There is a castle or ca- 
pital mansion on it, •which 1 believe 
was the chief motive for taking it. 
The rent agreed for was about nine- 
ty-five pounds a-year. The lessee, 
who is engaged in other pursuits, told 
me he should try the experiment of 
working the land by hired annual la- 
bourers, to be paid in money. He pro- 
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posed to keep a flock of four lumdred 
Merino sheep, and a dairy of fifty 
milch cows, for the butter of which 
he flattered himseli* he should find a 
vent in a neighbouring manufacturing 
town. 

These two last instances appeared 
to me to be exceptions to the gene- 
ral rate of value of rented land; and 
I should ratlier estimate the average 
to be much nearer that price at which 
the lands of the government are let. 
There is, in fact, scarcely any of that 
class of ca])italists. which is familiar to 
us in England by the term farmer. The 
state of society is totally different. 

Among the real Poles, there is no 
regular gradation of ranks between 
the noble proprietor and the wretch- 
ed peasantry. I here may be, and vi- 
sibly are, diffcrenccKS in the condition 
of the peasantry, depending on the 
personal character of their lords, and 
upon the more or less embarrassed 
state of the property on which they 
may be settled ; there is also a dif- 
ference between the landed proprie- 
tors, owing to tlic different degrees 
of activity, economy, and attention, 
that they exercise : but there is not 
a middle class of I'olcs, I'he Polkli 
gentry are too proud to follow any 
course but the military career ; and 
the government, by its large standing 
army, encourages the feeling, though 
the pay is scarcely sufficient to sup- 
ply the officers witli their expensive 
imifonns. The church has too few 
prizes, among many thousand blanks, 
to induce any but the lower classes 
to cuter on tliat profi6«(sion. The oi- 
fices ol‘ government can employ but 
few, and those are ill paid, and said 
to depend on small peculations, ra- 
ther than on their salaries. What- 
ever difficulties may present them- 
selves to the placing out young men 
of good family, none have had re- 
course to commerce ; and if they Imtl, 
such w^ould be rrented by others 


having lost their caste, and descend- 
ed to a lower rank of society. The 
manufacturers and tlje artisans in Po- 
land are almost all of the German 
nation. If a joiner, painter, nuison, 
tailor, shoemaker, or a person of other 
similar occupations, including too tlie 
medical profession, is w'anted, he will 
commonly be found only among the 
Germans. The merchants, bankers, 
and traders, are nearly as exclusively 
of the Jewish race ; and that, too, of’ 
ail classes, from the importer of wines 
and colonial produce, to the dealers in 
rags and old clothes ; from the mo- 
nied/nan, who trftflicks in foreign loans 
and foreign exchanges, down to the 
lender of small sums, which the poor 
can obtain by pledging their misera- 
ble furniture or implements. 

Examples have been recently set 
by some individuals of the first fami- 
lies and wealth, of establishing ma- 
nufactories, by forming colonies, with 
a view of raising a race of consumers 
on their domains, among whom a vent 
may be created fhr the productions 
of the soil 5 but they have, in almost 
every instance, employed foreigners 
to conduct their concerns, and to per- 
form all the work above the lowest 
kinds of drudgery. "IJui Germans 
look too earnestly forward to a re- 
turn to their own country, with the 
money they acquire, to invest it in 
cultivation ; and th(' Jews are not 
disposed to engage in agricultural, or 
in any pursuits or occupations in 
which their shrewdness in making 
bargains would be of less avail than 
the practice of hard labour and the 
most rigid economy. 

When estates are sold, the grow- 
ing timber, houses, and barns, arc 
not the subjects of a separate valua- 
tion, but are included in one sum in 
the purchase. The buildings on es- 
tates are of* necessity more numerous 
and more extensive than are re(juiv(‘d 
in this country. From the indtilcnt 
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manner in which all labour is per- 
ibrmed, a greater number of cottages 
are indispensable tor the workmen. 
"Hie corn is seldom or never formed 
in stacks in the open air, but is housed 
in barns, and the same is the case 
with the hay. The snow is so deep 
in the winter, that there is no food 
i'ov cattle to be found in the fields ; 
and such is the severity of the cold, 
that it is indispensable to build houses 
large enough to contain the whole 
li('rds of cattle, and the whole fl<fcks 
of sheep. Besides the severity of the 
c?limate, the number of wolves is so 
great, and, in spite of all excitement 
by the government to destroy them, 
is so last increasing, that no cattle 
can be left in the fields in the win- 
ter. These animals range the coun- 
try in bodies of from lour to four- 
teen ; and when firessed by hunger, 
will attack any of the domesticated 
aninialb : and, indeed, no winter passes 
without several human beings, ])arti- 
cularly children^ falling a sacrifice to 
their voracity. Instances, it is said, 
arc not uncommon of wolves under- 
mining the foundation of sheep-houses 
to got at their prey. 

From these circumstances, the re- 
lative expense of building on estates, 
compared to llic value of the mere 
land, in spite of tlie low price of tim- 
ber, of whicli those buildings are chief- 
ly constructed, is greater than with 
as. 

An estimate was made by a person 
eminently skilled in the value of land, 
who jVjrmed it upon actual sales made 
in the last four years. He divided it 
into three classes, according to their 
fertility. The lowest land in a state 
of cultivation, with good buildings 
and a competent number of peasants, 
he stated to be worth one thousand 
fiorins the hull*. Valuing the florins 
at sixpence, though worth a fraction 
less, and taking tlie hufi‘ of thirty 
Magdeburg morgens, as equal tot wen- 


ty-two English acres, the estimate 
would be a fraction less than twenty- 
two shillings sterling the bmglish 
acre. Thfe other kinds of arable land 
of superior quality vary. The great 
mass is of the second class, or worth 
about thirty shillings; but some is 
estimated at five thousand florins the 
huff, or five pounds ten shillings ; but 
little, however, is in this class, and that 
little is in the vicinity of the cities, 
on the banks of the great rivers, or 
in some favoured spots in the south- 
ern provinces. This estimate was ra- 
ther founded on the state of afiairs 
three or four years ago, tium on their 
present condition ; for 1 was told, 
tlmt such a number t)f estates had 
lately been offbred for sale, that no 
price could be obtained for the great- 
er part. All the inquiries I was ena- 
bled to make, in various parts of the 
country, led mo to the belief*, that the 
estimation here stated, was, in the 
main, as correct as could be expect- 
ed to be framed. 

The Mews are almost exclusively 
the dealers in money. I'hey are pre- 
cluded from becoming landed pro- 
prietors, and their exclusion from tlu‘ 
market tends to depress tlie prices in 
a very great degree. J'ljougii some 
of the richer individuals of that peo- 
ple pass through the ceremony of 
baptism, especially when they have 
mortgages on large estates, and mean 
to foreclose, the whole number of 
those who thus become qualified to 
purchase, bears but a small propor- 
tion to that of the properties that arc 
offered ftur SlAle. 1 was assured from 
so many, and such various quarters, 
that I have no reason to doubt of the 
report, that almost every estate is 
deeply involved in debt. The fact is 
so notorious, that few proprietors feel 
any delicacy in acknowledging ihcin- 
ficlves to be partakers of the coiunion 
lot of their neighbours. Mere than 
one, without any rcservi'. sjioke t<» me 
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on tlie sum annually required to pay 
interest on the mortgages^ with as 
much coolness as an English farmer 
would speak of his rent^ tithes^ and 
taxes. 

Among the mortgagees^ the King 
of Prussia and some of his monied 
subjects^ are by far the greatest, in 
that part of Poland which was inclu- 
ded in his dominions, till Poland was 
erected into a grand duchy by Bo- 
naparte, under the government of the 
King of Saxony. It had long been 
the practice of the court of Berlin to 
assist agriculture, by loans to the 
proprietors of estates. This practice 
began under Frederick the Great, 
and was continued to the disastrous 
period that followed the battle of 
Jena. This assistance was extensive- 
ly afforded to the newly acquired sub- 
jects in the part of Poland, which, in 
the division of that unfortunate coun- 
try, fell to the share of Prussia. 
Though the King of Prussia has lost 
the government, his claims, and those 
of his subjects, on the individuals in- 
debted to them, have been recog- 
nised ; and though in many instances 
the interest has gone on increasing, 
the claims have not been rigidly en- 
forced. It was rumoured in War- 
saw, but not on any authority, that 
the Emperor Alexander, in his cha- 
racter of King of Poland, was negotia- 
ting a treaty with the court of Ber- 
lin, which had for its object the relief 
of the Poles, by purchasing the claims 
of the Prussians, and assuming the 
debts to himself. 

^ The amount of the cf£is of Prus- 
sia was stated to me to be two mil- 
lions of Prussian dollars, or three hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterling, se- 
cured on various estates extending 
over near fifteen hundred thousand 
apres. 

A more numerous class of mort- 
gagees comprises the corporations of 
cities and towns, the trustees of hos- 


pitals, schools, colleges, monasteries, 
convents, and charitable institutions ; 
whatever capitals these may possess 
is lent on land, and the difficulty of 
obtaining the interest as it accrues, 
and in some instances of getting any, 
causes those establishments to lan- 
guish, and decrease in their capacity 
to relieve distress. 

Family settlements are mostly made 
on the security of land ; for a long 
period there was no other means of 
making a provision for the young and 
the hdpless ; and in the fiourishing 
periods of agriculture, the interest 
was paid with punctuality ; of late, 
however, the widows and orphans, 
whose incomes were deemed free from 
risk, have become victims to the ge- 
nerd depression of the value of the 
produce of the soil. 

The Jews, with all their charac- 
teristic shrewdness and sagacity, have 
become, in many instances, from mere 
necessiW, mortgi^gees. When the 
debts of proprietors accumulated, and 
the price of produce fell, the monied 
men were men induced to secure 
themselves, as well as they could, by 
accepting of mortgages, where no pay- 
ment could be obtained. 

The representation here given is 
abundantly confirmed by the proceed- 
ings adopted in the Diet when assem- 
bled in May last The two houses, 
consisting almost exclusively of land- 
ed proprietors, settled a plan to ad- 
minister relief^ which received the 
emperor’s sanction. 

A national bank is to be establish- 
ed, in which landowners who are in 
debt, whether on mortgage or on sim- 
ple contracts, may deposit a sche- 
dule of their estates, and a valuation 
of them : this valuation is to be made 
by themselves, and it is calculated it 
will not be made too high, because, 
as the present land tax is collected 
on the income, and future imposts 
are to be levied according to this va- 
12 
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Illation^ few will be induced to give 
in more than the true value. Oti the 
valuation an annual iptereat is to be 
paid to the baiilc» at the rate of six per 
cent for twenty-eight years. This is 
to be considered as interest at the rate 
of four per cent ; and two per cent 
is to form the means of discharging, 
by compound interest* the principal 
in twenty-eight years. The bank, on 
receiving the documents, is to deliver 
to the proprietors its debentures or 
certificates ; which, twenty per cant 
being deducted from them, are made 
a legal tender for the payment of 
all debts; and on which four cent 
interest is to be paid by the bank* 
When the instalment of the first year 
is paid, the two per cent is to be 
divided among all the holders of the 
bank debentures, by a lottery. The 
drawers of the fortunate numbers will 
then be paid in full. The others will 
receive their interest, at the rate of 
four per cent, till theii: numbers are 
drawn pri/^es, some of which must, 
of course, wait till the expiration of 
the twenty-eighth year^ at which 
period, upon this plan, if it should 
work well, all the debts will be liqui- 
dated. 

I have only noticed this project as 
a corroboration of the accounts I col- 
lected of the general state of embar- 
rassment in which the landowners in 
Poland are involved. It may, bow-* 
ever, be remarked, that the assump- 
tion of the proprietors being able in 
their united capacity of landlord and 
tenant, to live on their estates, and 
have a surplus of six per <;ent on 
their value, is quite gratuitous, and 
founded on a rate of prices for pro- 
duce, which of late years has not been 
nearly realized. It leaves, too, an 
opening to fraud in the power of des- 
perate proprietors, who may neglect 
the amount of future imposts, for the 
sake of temporary relief. In fixing 
the rate of interest so low as four per 
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cent, this project sacrifices the inte- 
rests of the creditors to those of the 
debtors ; for money is worth much 
higher interest on the best of all se- 
curities. 

The bankers of Warsaw discount 
their own acceptances, at the rate of 
half per cent per month. There are 
but few bills, it is true, drawn on 
them ; but when accepted, they be- 
come to the acceptors a secure mode 
of making interest of their capital. 
The number of bills drawn in War- 
saw is few, and the amount small ; 
but the rate of interest on them may 
be considered as the best criterion of 
the actual worth of the use of money, 
when no risk is incurred. The bank- 
ers are said to find the most advan- 
tageous emiployment for their capitals 
in speculations in Russian and Aus- 
trian funds. 

The interest of money in Poland, 
as elsewhere, varies much, according 
to the necessity of the borrower, and 
the greediness or su.«picions of the 
lender, as well as the nature of the 
security that is offered. The Jews 
lend small sums frequently at two 
per cent per month ; any sum may 
be easily lent at ten per cent per an- 
num on the security of jewels, plate, 
and other valuables; but this lending 
is viewed with distrust by inonictl 
men. When the interest becomes 
due. if it is not paid, recourse must’ 
be had to the Opurts of law ; and a 
judgment must fie obtained before the 
articles pledged can be sold. The suit 
may be protmeted for severaV years, 
whilst the^^W^, interest is accumula- 
ting ; and^^i^he period of decision, 
the sum originally lent, with the in- 
terest upori It, may amount to more 
than the value of the pledge. 

In Poland I w’^as forcibly impress- 
ed, by remarking how much the ac- 
tual use of money is dispensed with 
in poor countries, and how mucli of 
the traffic can be carried on by bar- 
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ter, without its intervention. It is in 
tliis kind of traffic that the lower class 
of the Jews are enabled to make them- 
selves the almost indispensable agents 
in every transaction of buying and 
selling. The numbers of the country 
people that attend at fairs and mar- 
kets, with minute quantities of com- 
modities, excite much surprise in one 
who remarks the thinness of the sur- 
rounding population, whilst the num- 
ber of Jews, apparently mere specta- 
tors, sauntering through such collec- 
tions of peasants, seems no less extra- 
ordinary. 

No paper, or any other substitute 
for metallic money, circulates in the 
country ; and the value in specie of 
every commodity that is proauced at 
home, is very low, and the produc- 
tions of foreign countries, exclusive 
of the taxes that are imposed, very 
high. 

Cows are of, various races, and, I 
think, differ more in their value than 
in any country I have ever visited* 
The common breed of the country 
are worth about 27s* or 28s. per head. 
The Ukarine, or the best from Po- 
dolia, are estimated much higher, ave- 
raging S/. ; and some few, very good, 
are worth 4/. 10.9. Flocks of sheep 
vary too, but not so much as cpws ; 
the lowest of the native breed are 
worth, per head, and the bestabout 
5^. 6df. or 6s. Merinos are very rare 
at present, and worth from 8^* to 9&. 
per head. 

The corn-spirit, or whisky, is sold 
in the country at lOd. per gallon ; 
but paying a high dai^; or being a 
subject of monopoly, farmed by the 
government to distillers on the en- 
trance of the cities and towns, is re- 
tailed in them from to 3^. 6d, per 
gallon* Horses, except those of fo- 
r(iMgn races, are as low in proportion 
as cows and sheep. The price of 
meadow hay in the capital was from 
14^. to 15 . 9 . per ton ; so little is sold 


in the country, that it would have 
been difficult to state what is the va- 
lue before the expense of conveyance 
is paid. 

There are few burdens laid exclu- 
sively on the land, except the tenth 
Groschen tax. That was originally a 
war tax, and is so still denominated, 
though continued after ten years of a 
peace; and there exists no present 
probability of its being speedily with- 
drawn. A small sum is levied m each 
district for the repairs of roads, bridges, 
and other local purposes ; but that 
and the land-tax scarcely exceeds 25 
per cent on the presumed annual va- 
lue of the land. 

The tithes are very moderate, and 
chiefly compounded for at fixed rates, 
which can never be altered without 
the consent of the owner. Under one 
of their monarchs, the clergy were 
called upon to pay contributions to 
the state, at a rate whicli they gave 
as the annual value of their livings ; 
and upon these valuations, composi- 
tions have bc«n settled. As the pa- 
tron, with Ifae consent of the arch- 
bishop, (a consent seldom withheld,) 
can remove an incumbent, they are 
necessarily too dependent to enter 
into contests about tithes. The se- 
cular parochial clergy are commonly 
men of slight education, usually the 
sons of peasants, to whom the some- 
what elevated character of priest, with 
its small emoluments and freedom 
from hard labour, forma a suflicient 
inducement to enter on the ecclesias- 
tical profession. I was told, but can- 
not vouch for its accuracy, or for the 
extent to which it may be carried, 
that since the Jews have been prohi- 
bited froni keeping public- bouses, 
the parochial priests have become in 
the villages the chief retailers of whis- 
ky, and thereby increase their other- 
wise scanty incomes. 

The other taxes fall no more on the 
landed interest than on other classes 
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of the community. They are chiefly 
on consumption ; that on beer forms 
a part, and is collected by a mono* 
poly let to farfn by the government, 
to brewers. All foreign commodities, 
such as sugar, coflee, and wine, have 
heavy duties imposed, . These are 
collected from all the dlnsumers of 
them ; and few of the agriculturists 
can at present afford to purchase such 
luxuries, but must be content with 
honey, dried chicory roots, and whis- 
ky, as substitutes for them, ^ 

The whole revenue, according to 
the statements of official men, does 
not exceed two millions sterling. As 
one-fourth of the population, the te- 
nants and peasants of the crown, arc 
exempted from paying the tenth Gros- 
chen tax, the heaviest of all the im- 
posts, the sum extracted from the rest 
of the subjects amounts to 15^, per 
head annually. The whole popula- 
tion of the present kingdom is be- 
tween 3,800,000 and 4,000,000, ha- 
ving increased since its establishment 
250,000. 

The revenues do ndl pay the ex- 
penses of the government, but the 
deficiency is made up by remittances 
from St Petersburgh, which usually 
amount to 4,000,000 silver roubles, 
or nearlj^ L.500,000 sterling. Tlie 
forced military service, and quarter- 
ing of troops, arc burdens on the 
land, which are difficult to reduce to 
any money estimation. The young 
men of good families are expected to 
become cadets in a service, whose pay 
will scarcely clothe them; and the 
strongest or the labourers are select- 
ed as privates, without the formality 
of asking their consent, or drawing 
lots. When in quarters, the otficers 
occupy the best apartments in the 
houses of the proprietors, whilst the 
|)rivates are lodged in the peasants’ 
cottages. At present the military are 
under good discipline } but still they 


have means of extorting, from those 
on whom they are quartered, some- 
thing beyond the use of bare walls. 

Of late years the attention of the 
government, of those private nobles 
who have adequate means, and of the 
richer Jews, has been drawn to ma- 
nufacturing. The very low rate of 
all mere manual labour, the extensive 
market of the vast Russian dominions 
being opened to the Poles, and the 
cheapness of raw products, have con- 
tributed to the establishment of nu- 
merous but not large undertakings, 
which, as far as I could form a judg- 
ment, promised to be beneficial to the 
individuals concerned in them. 

I was assured by two noblemen at 
the head of difierent departments of 
the executive government, that, with- 
in the last six years, more than two 
hundred and fifty thousand foreign- 
ers, chiefly Germans, and almost all 
manufacturers, had emigrated from 
their own country and established 
themselves in Poland. They have 
some ptivileges in regard to taxation. 
Those of them who arc Protestants 
are supplied with churches and mini- 
sters, at the expense of the govern- 
ment, though on a low scale ; and 
they are, for a prescribed period, free 
from the military conscription. 

The cloth made from the native 
wool is coarse, and may not be very 
neatly fabricated ; but as it reaches 
the markets Russia without any 
impost, and enters into competition 
there with goods manufactured in 
England, the Netherlands, and Ger- 
many, w^^ me subject to high du- 
ties and tfiie expenses of conveyance, 
— ^it can be sold at correspondent low 
prices. These manufacturing esta- 
blishments are, for the most part, on 
a small scale, but some of them of a 
higher class, for making finer cloths, 
have importctl machinery of various 
kinds from England, or have copied 
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it from what has been imported. In 
the application of that machinery they 
have not been very successful; but 
as long as it continues to be the max- 
im, that it is better to wear dear cloth 
and bad cloth made at home, than to 
buy good cloth and cheap cloth from 
foreign countries, and whilst the 
maxim is practically applied, by im- 
posing heavy duties on the cloth of 
all other countries, there will be a 
considerable demand for what is 
made. 

I did not hear of any other goods 
than woollen cloths made for distant 
markets ; but of late establishments 
have been formed for making linens, 
cottons, iron wares, and paper, solely 
for domestic consumption, and chiefly 
by the aid of capitals to which the 
government has contributed. 

The project, which was the chief 
favourite when I was in Poland, was 
the working of mines. It had been 
brought under the immediate atten- 
tion of the government, by an offer 
from a joint stock company formed 
in England, to take the mines on 
lease for a term of years. Though 
the proposal was not accepted, it pro- 
duced an excitement both on the mi- 
nisters and on private individuals, and 
became the general topic of discus- 
sion. The mines have hitherto been 
worked but to a small extent, barely 
sufficient iron being extracted to sup- 
ply the scanty domestic demand. The 
iron is said to be of an excellent qua- 
lity, the ore capable of being raised 
with but little labour, and the mines 
situated in the districts where both 
coals and wood are abundant. 

Besides the mines of iron and coal, 
there^ are others, hitherto slightly 
worked, of calamine and copper. The 
attention awakened by the English 
proposal has not yet had time to pro- 
duce any actual effects on the part of 
the government. From the state of 


the finances nothing can be under- 
taken till the consent of the cabinet 
at St Petersburgh is obtained. In the 
meantime several Poles have arrived 
in this country on a mission from the 
ministers at Warsaw, to examine the 
machinery^sed for diminishing la- 
bour in our^ines, and to acquire tlie 
knowledge of the most improved me- 
thods practised here for separating 
the metals from the ore. One indi- 
vidual, too, who has mines of cala- 
mipe and coals, with whom I became 
acquainted at Cracow, has resolved to 
visit the mining districts of England 
early in the next spring, to learn the 
most economical modes of conduct- 
ing his operations. The low prices of 
food and of labour must facilitate the 
business of mining extensively con- 
templated, if capital can be found to 
pay for that labour, and to wait for 
the returns till the produce of the 
mines can be re-converted into mo- 
ney. 

My efforts to make computations 
of the cost price of wheat, were as 
little satisfactory to myself in Poland 
as in Prussia. The same difficulties 
presented themselves, and the same 
doubts attach to every attempt at ac- 
curacy. As may be seen by the es- 
tate at Pulaway, in the province of 
Lublin, the book-keeping on the large 
estates is well conducted, but not in 
such a manner as to distinguish the 
cost of one kind of corn from that of 
another, or even to distinguish the 
cost of all the corn from that of the 
general mass of productions. Any 
calculation in Poland, as in other 
countries, can be but an approxima- 
tion to accuracy, and must be re- 
ceived with hesitation, however high 
may be the authority, or however 
abundant the means of information, 
of the persons making it. In a con- 
versation with Count Mostoski, the 
enlightened minister of finance, whilst 
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viewing his farm near Warsaw, he 
stated, as the result of his calculations, 
that the cost price in that neighbour- 
hood was double as much as it was 
selling for at that time, which was 
indeed at considerably less than half 
o(‘ the average price it had borne in 
past periods for a series of years ; 
that during those periods, the benefit 
on its cultivation had been somewhat 
less than the profit on the other 
branches of industry ; or that, in the 
double capacity of landlord and fasm- 
er, the annual gain to the cultivator 
had not been equal to that derived 
from the same amount of capital em- 
ployed in any other way# 

On referring to the prices of War- 
saw, (see Appendix, No. 21 and 22,) 
it will be seen, that for a period of 
twenty-four years, from June 1796 
to Jane 1820, the average of the pe- 
riod was SS<s\ per quarter ; and that 
in tlic ten years from 1815 to 1JB24, 
it was 31.V. The price, at the time of 
my visit to this gentleman, was 14^. 
9^/. The tables will show that the 
fluctuations in the price of wheat du- 
ring the longest period, have had 
much narrower limits than have been 
experienced in the other markets near 
the sea-shore. 

It is highly improbable, that if the 
cost price of wheat had not been to- 
lerably near to the selling price, ef- 
forts would not have been strenuous- 
ly directed to augment the growth of 
it, and that the quantity raised would 
not have been regularly increasing ; 
but this is so far from having been 
the case, that only so long as the 
price was S0,y. or u[)wards, was the 
production kept up to the regular 
standard ; and that when it fell but 
a few shillings below that price, the 
quantity sent to market diminished, 
and remarkably so, since the declen- 
sion has gone on increasing till it has 
reached the present very ruinous li- 
mits* 


The view taken by Count Mostoski 
was confirihed also by Prince Lubet- 
ski, another of the ministers, who is 
a cultivator of his own estates, and 
has officially paid attention to a sub- 
ject, which has become of the high- 
est importance, to every public ofii- 
cer, and every landed proprietor. 

It is worthy of remark, that the 
present burdens on the land are quite 
as great as existed during any period 
of the twenty-four years whose prices 
are quoted ; and that the heaviest of 
these burdens, the tenth Groschen 
tax, was not collected in the earlier 
years of the series. It was originally 
a war tax, but (as before stated) has 
been continued through the ten years 
that have passed since the peace was 
concluded. The expenses of cultiva- 
tion have been undoubtedly somewhat 
reduced with the reduction of the sell- 
ing prices of the produce ; thus the 
cost of seed, and of the food of work- 
ing cattle, if valued in money, would 
appear to be less, but they can scarce-# 
ly affect* the cultivator, who raises 
them, and consumes them, as he only 
can derive a profit or incur a loss ac- 
cording to the high or low price of 
that surplus quantity which he sells 
at market. 

I am disposed, under all circum- 
stances of the case, to pay much at- 
tention to the estimations I have re- 
lated, which were also corroborated 
by the opinions of most of the culti- 
vators with whom I conversed. With 
as much confidence as can be felt on 
a subject which no investigation could 
have made very clear, I should sup- 
pose the cost of wheat in the province 
of Massovia, to have been nearly be- 
tween twenty-seven and twenty-nine 
shillings the quarter, for the last thirty 
years. Assuming that the cost price 
of wheat was at the medium, between 
the points to which in its fluctuations 
it had approached, we may calculate 
the cost ill England, thus : — 
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Cost of the quarter of wheat at War- 
saw . . . . 28 0 

Conveyance to the boats, and charges 
for loading and stowing, and secu- 
ring it by mats 6 C 

Freight to Dantzic 5 0 

Iioss on tlie passage by pilfering, and 

by rain causing it to grow . . , 3 0 

Expenses at Dantzic, in turning, dry- 
ing, screening, and warehousing, 

and loss of measure 2 0 

Profit or commission, as the case may 

be, to the merchant at Dantzic . 1 6 

Freight, primage, insurance, and 
ship})ing charges, at Dantzic and 
in London 8 0 

48 0 

In ascending the Vistula, beyond 
Warsaw, as the quality of the grain 
improves, tlic expenses on the con- 
veyance of it to the mouths of that 
river increase also. 

I could have wished at Cracow to 
iiave obtained the prices for a longer 
scries of years than are to be fount! in 
the Appendix, No. 23. Before the 
times with which that accouiit begins, 
that part of Poland had used as the me- 
dium of exchange the depreciated pa- 
per money of Austria ; and I had no 
scale by which to measure the varia- 
tions, at different periods, between that 
currency and the silver money, which 
has been since the sole medium for the 
exchange of commodities* An ac- 
count, therefore, for an earlier series 
of years, would have produced only 
perplexity and uncertainty. TheVer- 
bal information I obtained was, in ge- 
neral terms, that there had been no 
fluctuations in the price of* corn, be- 
fore the return of peace, nearly ap- 
proaching to those which have been 
experienced since that event. I was 
told by one merchant, that the price 
for many years of the war, had gene- 
rally been between 24.y. and 26,y. per 
quarter, if the paper money had been 
valued according to the proportion 
which it bore to silver money, at the 
several periods of its depreciation. 


The account obtained at Cracow 
(see Appendix, No. 23,) shows, that 
for ten years and two half-years, the 
average price of wheat was 25^. Id* 
though between the first and last part 
of that period, the difference is en- 
ormous ; the first part showing an 
average of 33^. and the last of only 
176*. 5d. If the mean of those two 
parts be taken, it will show 25s* which 
nearly corresponds with the infor- 
mation of the mercliant before refer- 
red to. 

If, in the absence of better data, it 
be assumed, that the selling price of 
wheat near Cracow, has been for a 
series of years at 25s. and that the 
grower's profit has been ten per cent ; 
and the cost price thus taken, at 22s, 
6d. the rate at which it would reach 
this country, may be thus estima- 
ted: — 

.t. d. 

Cost of wheat at Cracow .... 22 8 


Conveyance to boats, loading, . 0 6 

Freight to Dantzic 7 ^ 

Loss by pilfering, and damage fioni 

wet 36 

Expenses at Dantzic, as in the former 

estimate 20 

Profit or commission, as before . . 16 

Freight, &c. to London .... 80 


45 6 

Some allowance* shouM he made for 
risk beyond insurance, as corn is co- 
vered by the underwriters only in tlie 
stranding of the ship, and in the Iosn 
which may he to be paid wln ri there 
is a general average. In both the state- 
meuts of the exjieiiscs of conveyance, 
the rate of freight on tlie river Vistula 
to Dantzic, as well as that by sea from 
Dantzic to London, is stated at the 
present price, when tliere are scjircely 
any ojHjrations of that kind carrying 
on. During the demand of 1 802, 1 803, 
and 1804, and in 1817, I have l>een 
told the freight from beyond War- 
saw was 10s. per quart(*r, and that 
from Dantzic to Lomiuii was, inclu- 
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ding primage and insurance, from IH. 
Gd* to \9,s> 

If, from any circumstances, a de* 
rnand should be created for as much 
wheat as is consumed in England in 
six days, it would raise the ])rice of 
freightage on the river, probably thirty 
or forty per cent, and half of that pro- 
portion in the sea freight from Dant- 
zic to this country. If that demand 
should extend to twelve days* supply, 
it would exhaust the udiole stock of 
wheat, fit for our market, and cauajf it 
to advance in a much greater decree 
than the shipping of such a limited 
<|uantity in any former period has wit- 
nessed. • 

In stating the several expenses in- 
curred in the conveyance of wheat from 

Comparative View of the Prices of R 
in Cracowt Wan 


Warsaw to Dantzic at IO.9. Gd. per 
quarter, and from Cracow to Dantzic 
to 18s» 6d* per quarter, it seems that 
those sums fall very far short of the 
difference in price, which is exhibited 
by comparing the accounts collected at 
those several jdaces. The merchants 
at Dantzic, too, appear not to be satis- 
fied with the small sum here presumed, 
of 1.9. 6d. per quarter, for commission 
and profits. Whether from the higher 
expenses of conveyance, or the larger 
commissions, or profits of the mer- 
chants, the excess of the prices, be- 
yond the cost of conveyance here stated, 
is very striking, especially in those 
years when the demand was the great- 
est. 


ffl/, in ike several Years enumerated^ 
f, and Dantzic : 



Price at 

I*rlce at 

Price at 

Years. 

Cracow. 

Warsaw. 

Dantzic. 

• 

d. 

d. 


Average of 1790, 1797, 1798, and 1799 together, . 

... 

24 10 


Average of 1803, 1804, 1805, and 1^106 together, -. 
Average of 1816, 1810, 1817, and 1818 together, . 

... 

38 4 

57 3 

35 8 

42 4 

60 4 

Average of 1821, 1822, 1823, and 1824 together, . 

18 2 

i 

21 2 

20 10 


It will be seen by this contrast, that 
in the years from 1 79^ to 1 799^ when 
the exports by sea from Dantzic and 
Elbing were 1,493,480 quarters, the 
expenses of conveyance, from Warsaw 
to the port of shipment, with the pro- 
fit or commission of the merchants, 
was l6t9. 11</. In the years from 1803 
to 1806, when the exports were 
1,660,352 quarters, the conveyance and 
profit of the merchants was 186*. 11 rf. 
per quarter. 

Since the great decline of prices, 
which began in I8I9, it appears that 
the average prices at Dantzic, are so 
near to those at Cracow and Warsaw, 
that the rate of freight which has been 
actually paid, is greater than the dif- 


ferences between them. In the four 
years from 1821 to 1824, when the 
whole quantity shipped from Dantzic 
and Elbing, has been no more than 
299^000 quarters, the ilifference in 
price between Cracow and Dantzic has 
been only 8^. 8d, and between Warsaw 
Dantzic, only 4,9. 8d, 

According to several representations 
which I received, and which cannot be 
materially erroneous, tlie quantity of 
wheat raised in the interior of Poland, 
has been gradually lessening, but with 
much more rapidity since 1819, than 
before that i)eriod. During the years 
1821, 1822, and 1823, very little wdieat 
passed down the Vistula, as appears by 
the accounts obtained at Thorn. By 
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file official accounts, the whole in the 
three years was only 83,606 quarters ; 
the growers being then induced to 
withhold from shipping, as long as 
their necessities would allow. In the 
year 1824, the pressing demands of 
creditors and mortgagees forced the 
holders to sell, and in consequence of 
it, there was sent down in that year, 
93,968 quarters. The pressure of 
distress still continuing, and the har- 
vest 1824 being very good, there was 
forwarded in 1825, by the commence- 
ment of the harvest of that year, 
176,215 quarters, or as much as in 
the four years which had preceded it* 

These two last years' exports had 
completely drained Poland, and hence, 
when I was there, before any of the 
new wheat had appeared at market, 
the price, for what little was wanted, 
had rather advanced. I was informed 
by more than one merchant, that if 
10,000 quarters had been required, 
there was so little left in the country, 
that it could be collected with diffi- 
culty ; and that the knowledge of such 
cleinand would cause the price to be 
doubled. In the meantime the stocks 
at Dantzic and Elbing had been ac- 
cumulating, in spite of the compara- 
tively small quantities which had been 
brought down the Vistula. 

At the end of 1818, there only re- 
mained in store in those cities 92,279 
cjuarters, (see Appendix, No. 13). In 
the following seven years, up to Au- 
gust 1825, the quantities which paid 
duties at Thorn, were 


Ports. Quarters, 

I rom Russia, :i66,04B 

Austria, 17,343 

I’oland, 021,110 


1,005,110 

thiTing the same seven years, the 
exports from the tivo ports, were 824,022 


liCaving 

To this is added the stock at the 
end of 1818, as above 


180,488 

02,270 


272.707 


It appears, however, that the stocks 
really in store in the two places in Au- 
gust last, amounted to about 350,000 
quarters, and therefore there must 
have been exported, or be in store, 
about 80,000 quarters of wheat, of 
the growth of Prussia, in the seven 
years under consideration. 

Poland, and probably the Russian 
provinces which once were parts of 
Poland, though drained of their whole 
stock of wheat, have not, in seven 
years, caused an accumulation at the 
exf)orting cities, of more than about 
one-tenth of what was shipped from 
them in the seven years, from 1800 
to 1806. Those stocks are, however, 
higher than appears to have been left 
on hand the end of the former 
years, and hence it may have arisen, 
that the prices have been reduced far 
below what it has cost the holders, 
though they have bought from the 
growers at rates to discourage the 
farther cultivation of wheat. 

The abandonment of a losing bu- 
siness is most likely to begin at the 
fountain head, and the effect of that 
abandonment will be first experienced 
by a rise of price at the spot where 
the depreciated commodity is pro- 
duced. This seems to be the case in 
Poland, and this may naturally ac- 
count for the prices of corn at Cra- 
cow and Warsaw being higher with 
the addition of freight and the other 
charges, than at Dantzic and Elbing. 

It has been frequently remarked, 
that the exportation of corn from any 
country, if long continued, must tend 
to exhaust the soil, unless some arti- 
cles, capable of becoming converted 
into manure, are introduced to com- 
pensate for the injury. Many parts 
of the nortli of Africa, and of Asia 
Minor, which formerly supplied large 
quantities of corn to Europe, have 
since become deserts. Perhaps one 
of the chief causes of the progress we 
have made in agriculture, and of the 
superior productiveness of our fields. 
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has arisen from our exporting but few, 
and importing many of those articles, 
which are capable^ when decomposed, 
of becoming manure, and being ap- 
plied to renovate the soil, as much* or 
more, as it is exhausted by cropping. 

From Poland, for nearly two cen- 
turies, according to the document in 
Appendix, No. 24, the exports of corn 
have been very large, whilst, on the 
other hand, nothing has been import- 
ed, deservingof notice, which could be 
converted into nutriment to the soil. 

The system of rotation, by wliich 
two crops of corn are raised in suc- 
cession, and nothing is administered 
to refresh the land but fallow/ would 
exliaust the best soil with which we 
are acquainted. 

In every part of my journey through 
Poland, the impression communica- 
ted, in looking at the fields, whether 
with growing crops, in stubble, or 
under the operations of the plough, 
was, that they were approaching to a 
state of exhaustion from excessive 
cropping. 

Tins view, which the rotation of 
crops and the face of the country sug- 
gest, is confirmed by statistical facts, 
which show that its power of supply- 
ing the wants of other countries is 
greatly diminished. The return of 
peace, after more than twenty years 
of extensive warfare, is commonly 
supposed to have increased the pro- 
ductions of the soil, and to be the 
cause of the depreciation of prices, 
which has been the general subject 
of complaint in every part of Europe. 
In Poland there has been no sensible 
increase of numbers, except within 
the last six years, when Germans, 
emigrant work people, to the number 
of 250,000, have established them- 
selves in the different trades to which 
they have been accustomed in their 
native country. 

On comparing the surplus quantity 
of bread corn which Poland has ex- 
ported in a series of the same number 


of years, we shall see what Jias been 
the falling off. 

In the eleven years, (see Appen- 
dix, No. 15,) beginning with 1795, 
and ending with 1805, the exports 
of wheat from the mouths of the 
Vistula, were 5,059,163 quarters, or 
438,263 a-year, on the average of 
the period. In the eleven years, be- 
ginning in 1815, and ending with 
1825, the exports from the same ports 
were 1,669,027 quarters, or on the 
average of the period, 151,729 quar- 
ters per year. In the latter period 
indeed, 78,265 barrels of flour were 
exported : supposing them to be all 
wheaten flour, it will increase the 
quantity 39,132 quarters, reckoning 
that two barrels are the produce of 
one quarter of wheat. In the first of 
these two series of years, the rye ship- 
ped at the same ports was 1,680,096 
quarters ; and that in the lost series 
only 456,192 quarters. 

"Hie periods here contrasted were 
both seasons of general tranquillity, 
except ^that during the first part of 
them the opposition of Kosciusco and 
his partisans to the last dismember- 
ment of Poland, caused partial and 
temporary disturbances ; but they do 
not appear to have affected tlie quan- 
tity of its agricultural products. 

It is true, that in the first series, 
there were in England two or three 
deficient harvests, and in the last se- 
ries but one ; the effect of that one 
was to raise prices so high as to in- 
duce the export of the whole that 
could be got away. Had there been 
more grown, it would have been ea- 
gerly exported ; and we find at the 
end of the year 1818, the stock, both 
at Dantailc and Elbing, was only 
96,900 quarters. Though we import- 
ed in the year 1818 from all parts of 
the world a greater quantity of wheat 
than in any former year, yet much 
less of that was abijiped from the 
ports by which tlie corn conveyed 
down the Vistula is exported. The 
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three yetirs of our greatest importa- 
tion, as appears by accounts laid be- 
fore the House of Commons, have 
been 1802, 1810, and 1818; in the 
first of those, the exports from Dant- 
SBic and Elbing were 680,494* quar- 
ters* In the year 1810, (see Appen- 
dix, No. 15,) the French were in pos- 
session of the country, and the ex- 
ports, all carried in a contraband way, 
were 267,277 quarters. In 1818, with 
high prices atDantzic, viz. 64^. I Id 
the ports of England being open, the 
exports were 385,769 quarters. 

If we calculate that the consump- 
tion of wheat in Great Britain is one 
quarter for each person for food, and 
about a seventh part more for seed 
and minor purposes, it will appear 
that in the first series we have been 
comparing, the quantity of wheat 
exported from Dantzic and Elbing 
would, with the then amount of our 
population, 11,000,000, be equal to 
twelve days consumption. In fact, 
however, out of the 5,059,163 quar- 
ters of wheat, which Dantzic export- 
ed, 1 ,300,01 4 were dispatched to other 
countries. As we have only the gross 
exports from Elbing, without distin- 
guishing what was sent to Great Bri- 
tain, from what was sent elsewhere, 
it may not be incorrect to assume, 
that one-fourth as from Dantzic was 
not sent to our markets, and then 
there will be a further reduction of 
299,205 quarters. This will leave the 
whole quantity really furnished to us 
in the eleven years, 3,459,944 quar- 
ters, or an annual quantity of 314,540 
quarters, being equal to about nine 
days of our consumption. 

At the second senes our population 
had advanced as numbered in 1821, 
the middle year of that series, to 
14,000,000. The quantity of wheat 
sent to us from the Vistula had de- 
clined, and during theelcven years had 
been 1,252,271 quarters, or 113,842 
annually. This would be equal to the 


whole of our consumption for betwixt 
two and three days. 

In the Appendix, No. 24, is shown 
the whole export of corn from Dant- 
zic, for the last 166 years. By those 
tables, it appears that the wheat ex- 
ported from that city, during that 
long period^ was 19,681,947 quarters, 
or 117,963 quarters on the annual 
average of the period. In fact, the 
whole that Dantzic has exported in 
166 years is not equal to the con- 
suipption of this kingdom, with its 
present population, for more than 
fifteen or sixteen months. The an- 
nual exportation would not now 
amount to two days and three quar- 
ters consumption. 

It appears by the official account 
of the duties paid at Thorn, on wheat 
descending the Vistula, (see Appen- 
dix, No. 19,) that a very large pro- 
portion comes out of territories now 
forming an immediate part of Russia, 
which once were, but no longer are, 
parts of Poland. 1 had communica- 
tions with several proprietors of es- 
tates, whose property- is partly in one, 
and partly in the other country, and 
availed myself of all means within my 
reach to acquire a knowledge of the 
actual produce of grain in both. 

The provinces from which the best, 
and most of the wheat, is transmit- 
ted, are Volhynia and Podolia, which 
were seized by Russia, in the division 
of Poland in 1796, and are now dis- 
tinct provincial governments, retain- 
ing their ancient names and usages. 

Volhynia is represented to be a dis- 
trict of extraordinary fecundity. The 
pastures are said to be luxuriant, the 
grass growing so high as almost to 
hide the cattle, and yielding the rich- 
est nourishment to them. The corn 
is said to increase in common years 
ten-fold, in spite of bad agriculture ; 
and a failure, or very deficient har- 
vest, does not occur two or three times 
in a century. 
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On referring, however, to the offi- 
cial harvest returns of the Russian 
empire, as quoted in the Erdebe- 
schreibung of Hassel, a German work 
of the highest authority^, it will be seen 
that, in this province, the increase of 
grain in the year 1802 was very little 
more than four times the quantity 
sown. 

The Russian tschewert being re- 
duced into English quarters, reckon- 
ing the tschewert at two-thirds of the 
quarter, the following result appq^rs : 

Quarters* 


Sowed. ..winter corn 322,456 

Do. ...summer do. 313^244 


635,700 


lfarvcstcd..,winter corn 

Do summer do...... 


1,349,522 

1,277,310 


2,626,832 


Dsed for seed, 
for the next 
5'ear.. 


winter com... 
summer do... 


327,004 

316,996 


644,800 


There consequently remained, of 

M'inter corn 1,021,718 

Summer do 960,314 


1,982,032 

Of which 1,431,566 qrs. 

were consumed within the pro- 
vince ; and 550,466 qrs. 

were exported, or remained in the 
country at the next harvest. Of this 
surplus, some part must have been 
barley or oats; and as the winter 
corn consists of six times as much rye 
as wheat, it is not probable that this 
district, very rich when compared 
with the other parts of the Russian 
dominions, could have furnished to 
commerce fifty thousand quarters of 
wheat' in a year, when the exports 
from Dantzic were very great, and 
the prices of tlie year preceding had 


^^9 

been in England very high. As the 
communication by water from this 
province is more easy to the Black 
than to the Baltic Sea, its surplus 
corn will more frequently be conveyed 
to Odessa than to Dantzic. 

Podolia, like Volhynia, is repre- 
sented as highly fertile ; and by the 
official accounts, extracted from the 
statistical writer before quoted, ap- 
pears to present, in the year referred 
to already, a greater rate of increase 
in the seed that has been sown, than 
Volhynia. Being to the south of Vol- 
hynia, it is still more easy of access 
to the Black Sea than that province, 
and further removed from communi- 
cation with England through Dantzic. 
It, however, deserves to be remarked, 
that the navigation of the Bug and 
the Vistula is better than that of the 
Dniester, because the latter river has 
many shallows and rapids, and some 
dangerous falls. The passage of the 
surplus wheat will be hence deter- 
mined on by the state of the markets 
at Dantzic and Odessa* The access 
to both those markets is so difficult, 
that only when a scarcity in some 
part of Europe raises the price to an 
unusual height, is any considerable 
quantity attempted to be transported. 

When the corn is cut, it is left a 
long time in sheaves in the fields, till 
it can be thrashed, or rather trodden 
out with oxen and horses. When the 
separation from the straw and chaff is 
effected, the grain is preserved in ex- 
cavations in the earth, till it is either 
called forth by high prices, or, which 
frequently happens, till it is destroyed 
by corn- worms, or other insects. It 
appears from the official accounts, 
that in the year 1802, the following 
were the results of the cultivation of 


corn : — 

Quarter's, 

Sowed... winter corn 293,18.3 

Do. ., .Ssummer do 351 ,620 


644.S03 
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Quarters^ 

Harvested . . .winter corn. 1 ,040,27 1 
Do. ...summer do 1,427,575 


3, 007, MG 


Used for seed, 
fo^ the next 
year 


) winter com... 
I summer do... 


297,254 

358,470 


055,750 


There consequently remained, 

Summer corn 1,343,017 

Winter do 1,069,009 

2,412,116 

Of which 1,172»211 qrs. 

were consumed within the pro- 
vince; and 1,230,905 qrs. 

were either exported, or remained in 
the province till after the following 
harvest. The consumption here ap- 
pears so much less than in Volhynia, 
that it can only be accounted for by 
the fact, that the culture of culinary 
vegetables, and the produce of the 
fruit trees, is far more abundant ; and 
that the cattle are very much cheaper. 
The difference of more than, two de- 
grees of latitude may make some dif- 
ference in the mode of living, as tlie 
warmer the climate, the less corn in 
general is consumed in brewing and 
distilling. 

The only other province in Russia 
which conveys its corn to market by 
the Vistula, is Byaly stock. It was 
formerly a part of Poland, and the 
inhabitants still generally ^eak the 
language of that country. I’he chief 
corn raised for bread is rye, but a 
small portion of that grain, as well 
as of some very indifferent wheat, 
finds a passage by the river Bug into 
the Vistula, Tiie best of the land is 
appropriated to the growth of flax, 
hemp, and linseed, or to breeding of 
cattle. The whole surplus of wheat, 
which must be small, cannot be dis- 
tinguished in the returns, from that 
stated generally to come from Russia, 
Tiiefe are two other of the Russian 


provinces whose surplus corn finds a 
vent throiigli the territory of Prussia. 
The south-west part of Wilna, for- 
merly Lithuania, has the navigable 
river Niemen for its boundary, by 
which the corn is conveyed to Memel. 
Its produce is but small in proportion 
to its population, and by the official 
accounts, the increase appears to be 
less than in the other provinces. In 
1802 the sowing and reaping is thus 
stated : — 

Qnartei'*. 


Sowed. . .winter com 530,245 

Do. ...summer do. 315,793 


346,043 


Harvested . . , winter com 1 ,099,324 

Do. summer do 1,220,466 


2,319,790 

Bjr this statement, it appears, that 
the increase of grain is somewhat less 
than four to one. 

The province of Grodno, which 
also lias access to the sea by the 
Niemen, appears to be so nearly equal 
in fertility to that of Wilna, that a 
return of the sowing and harvesting 
of the same year ’gives results differ- 
ing only by a small fraction. 

The terms of distinction, winter 
corn and summer corn, instead of 
autumn and spring corn, which we 
use, are descriptive of the climate. 
The violent heats and severe colds, 
succeed each other with so much la- 
pidity, that they scarcely leave any 
interval for spring or autumn. 

The only accounts I was able to 
procure of the quantities of corn 
brought by the Niemen, comprehend 
merely the three years 1816, 1817, 
and 1818. No others were to be 
found in the office of the minister for 
internal affairs at Berlin, and I did 
not go to Schraalleninken, where the 
transit duty is collected. Tlie year 
1816 was one of moderate production 
and demand, till alkr the state of the 
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harvest was known^ when it was too 
late in the season for the navigation 
of these northern rivers. The trade 
of that year may therefore be consi- 
dered a fair average, and likely to 
produce annually 10,000 quarters of 
wheat, and about 40,000 quarters of 
other corn, chiefly rye. The two 
following years, when the exportation 
was excessive, produced but 38,700 
quarters of wheat, and 276,000 quar- 
ters of other grain. 

From some parts of the two pfo- 
vinces of Wilna and Grodno, the com- 
munication by the Dana to Riga is 
easier than by the Niemen to niel ; 
and it is hence probable that the largest 
share of their produce in corn finds 
a market in that direction. It is 
shown, by the returns from Riga, 
(see Appendix, No. 8,) that in the 
last twelve years, the exportation of 
wheat from that port has only been 
256,658 quarters, or on the ave- 
rage of the period, 21,381 quarters 
annually ; that that of rye has been 
1,618,000, or on an average, 134,822 
per year ; and that of both kinds of 
grain, the exportation in the two 
years 1817 and 1818 exceeded that of 
the other ten years. 

Although the route b}'' which I re- 
turned from Poland was through 
countries which have no direct in- 
fluence on the corn trade of England, 
yet as remotely connected with coun- 
tries that do affect it, it may not be 
improper to add a few of the observa- 
tions and facts which presented them- 
selves as I passed through them. 

The Austrian province of Moravia 
is very fertile, and, with the excep- 
tion of some districts of the Nether- 
lands, scarcely any part of the conti- 
nent is so well cultivated. It bears, 
too, a larger proportion of wheat 
than other districts in the east of Eu- 
rope. Of the winter corn, wheat is 
estimated at one-fourth, and rye at 
three-fourths ; whereas in the adjoin- 
ing province of Silesia, the land sown 


with rye is nearly ten times that sown 
with wheat. Moravia is defended by 
the Carpathian mountains from the 
east winds; and the harvest, the whole 
way from Teschen to Olmutz, and 
indeed to IJrunn, is nearly six weeks 
earlier than in Silesia. I certainly 
heard complaints of the distressed 
state of agriculture there, but less of 
it, and 1 think vrith less reason, than 
in any other part. 

Wheat, at Olmutz, was selling for 
20^. per (juarter, whilst on one side at 
Cracow, it was selling for 14^. and on 
the other side, at Vienna, for 14jf. ^d. 

This better state of things arose 
from the circumstance of Moravian 
agriculture finding ilomestic consu- 
mers. It is the thief manufacturing 
province of the Austrian empire. A 
greater proportion of the population 
can afford to live on meat and to use 
wheateii flour; and hence the agri- 
culturists find a market near home lor 
their productions. The demand for 
animal food, too, being greater, a 
greater slock of cattle is kept, more 
of the land is destined to clover and 
other green crops ; and I should judge 
from their flourishing appearance, 
that, like England, the growth of 
corn does not exhaust the land so 
much, as the stock of cattle, by their 
manure, renews its prolific qualities. 
The woollen, linen, and cotton manu- 
factures, are numerous, and, I was 
told, flourishing ; and as all manufac- 
tured goods from foreign countries 
are either excluded or charged with 
high duties in Austria, the demand of 
that extensive empire creates a vent 
for the native goods, though at the 
expense of the consumers, who, per- 
haps iu most, certainly in many cases, 
might get better and cheaper goods. 
After passing through poorer dis- 
tricts, 1 was much impressed, through- 
out Moravia, with the striking pjac- 
tical exemplification of the beneficial 
effects of manufactures on the pros- 
perity of the agriculturists. 
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In Vienna I had opportunities of 
hearing much of the condition of the 
landed proprietors in Hungary, The 
want of vent for their surplus corn 
has so depressed the prices of that 
and other productions of the soil, that 
they are said to be losing by every 
article they raise, excepting wool ; 
though^ from farming their own lands, 
they have no rent to pay, yet the 
greatest difficulty is encountered in 
collecting the trifling taxes that are 
levied upon them. 

Although so near to Moravia, the 
Carpathian mountains are too lofty 
and rugged to admit of conveyance 
thither. The mouths of the Danube 
arc so infested with marauders, Wal- 
lachians, Besarabians, and Turks, that 
no safe export can be made to the 
Black Sea. In times of great scarcity 
in the maritime countries, some wheat 
may be conveyed to the port of 
Trieste ; but it will be seen by the 
prices in the Appendix, No. 31, that 
It is too low at that market to afford a 
land carriage of four hundred miles. 
Though Presburgh is the chief market 
for the wheat of Hungary, yet, being 
but little more than twenty miles from 
Vienna, the price there cannot differ 
very much from that of the capital, 
for which see Appendix, No. 27- In 
some of the smaller towns of Aus- 
tria, on the borders of Bavaria, where 
little wheat is consumed, 1 found the 
price of wheat and rye nearly the 
same. The harvest of the latter kind 
of grain was reported to be deficient, 
and had raised the price, whilst for 
the former there was little or no de- 
mand. 

It will be seen by tlie returns of 
the prices of corn at Munich, (see 
Appendix, No. 28.) that the bread 
corn in Bavaria is not so much de- 
pressed as in Austria. This may be 
attributed to a law j)rohibiting the 
introduction of corn from the sur- 
rounding countries, from whence, 
chiefly from Bohemia, it had been 


the practice to import it. This pro- 
hibition had rested on an order from 
the king to the officers of the cus- 
toms at the different frontier stations ; 
but at the last assembly of the States, 
a formal law was passed, enforcing 
the former regulations, and enacting 
penalties on the breaches of it. 

Notwithstanding the restrictions, 
I found, on inquiry at the Board of 
Agriculture, that the value of land 
had greatly declined. According to 
the statements given to me there, 
within the last eight years, the fail 
in the selling price of meadow laud 
had been about thirty-five per cent, 
and that in the price of arable land 
full sixty per cent. 

The complaints of the losses by 
farming were as heavy here as in the 
neighbouring countries where the 
prices are lower, and in which no laws 
to prohibit the importation are in 
existence. ^ 

In the kingdom of Wirtemberg, 
wheat is so little an object of atten- 
tion from the small quantity which is 
consumed, that 1 was unable to obtain 
any other returns of the prices, than 
the imperfect list in the Appendix, No. 
29, wherein, though the price of rye 
is regularly stated, that of wheat, tor 
many periods, and at several markets, 
is wholly unnoticed. In the beauti* 
ful but narrow valley of the Neckar, 
the land is well cultivated ; but in the 
other parts of the kingdom, the soil 
seemed to be poor, and the cultiva- 
tion in a very backward state. 

As I passed through France rather 
hastily, and spent but a few clays in 
Paris, I had not opportunities of 
gaining minute information, as to the 
state of agriculture. I was, however, 
satisfied, that, in spite of partial ad- 
vances towards a better rotation of 
crops, the far greater part of the cul- 
tivation it still carried on upon the 
ancient, and in England long ex- 
ploded, system of a fallow, followed 
by two crops of corn. 
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I was assured, tliat for several years 
past, every cultivator of grain has 
been selling at far less than it has cost 
him. Some of the best judges of the 
subject have calculated that wheat, 
in the four classes of districts formed 
of the departments for the purposes 
of regulating the importation and ex« 
portation of corn, costs to the grower, 
on an average, from 20 to 22 francs 
the hectolitre, or from 6s. 4<d. to 6s. 
lid. the Winchester bushel. 

ILow far this calculation may bo 
correct, it would be presumption in 
me to assert. The corn laws of 
France are, however, founded on a 
supposition of this being the •price 
necessary to secure a profit to the 
farmer. The kingdom is divided, for 
the purposes of the corn law, into 
four districts, each including depart- 
ments in which the prices of grain are 
nearly alike. When wheat is below 
18 francs the hectolitre, or 5s. 7^d. 
the bushel in the cheapest of those 
districts, 20 francs or 6^. in the 
next, 22 francs or 7s. Q^d. in the next, 
and 24 francs or 7s. Sd. in the high- 
est, the importation of foreign wheat 
is prohibited. As the whole of the 
four districts form the regulating 
price, the average of wheat through- 
out the whole kingdom must rise to 
6s, Sd. per bushel, before any foreign 
wheat can be introduced. 

The laws which regulate the com 
trade of France were passed in 1819 
and 1821, and the price of corn has 
not, since the end of the year 1818, 
ever risen so high as to effect the 
opening of their ports. Since that 
year the price has been fluctuating, 
but declining in the following ratio- 
(See Appendix, No. SO.) 

Average of the whole of France ; 



s. 

d. 

1820 

5 

34 

J821 

4 

11 

1822 

4 

34 

1828 

4 

11 

1821 

4 


)825 

i 

84 


Your Lordships have been pleased, 
in my instructions, to direct me to 
consider, with reference to the [iro- 
vinces communicating with the Baltic 
Sea by the Vistula, from the view I 
take of the country, what increase of 
cultivation would be likely to take 
place in consequence of such a stimu- 
lus being constantly in action, as 
would be applied, if an alteration were 
made in our laws, so as to leave our 
markets at all times accessible to the 
corn grown in Poland and further, 
I have been instructed, “ that, as it 
may be necessary to assume some 
given price in this country, in form- 
ing such an estimate, it was thought 
desirable to proceed upon a supposi- 
tion of an average price of wheat at 
home, of 60.?. to 64.?. per quarter.’* 

This question involves so many 
considerations depending not only on 
the present condition of the country, 
but on the political regulations to 
which it may hereafter be subject, 
that any reasonings applied must be 
in a great measure hypothetical and 
specidative ; and any conclusions we 
may arrive at, must be liable to be 
affected by changes which cannot now 
be contemplated, or taken into cal- 
culation. 

The utmost that can be done is to 
approximate to a result, by a consi- 
deration of the principal circumstan- 
ces on which it will depend, by re- 
ference to the fluctuations in past 
periods, and by an examination into 
tile causes from which those fluctua- 
tions have proceeded. 

In obedience to this direction, I 
presume, with the diflidence which 
must be always felt in anticipating the 
effects of untried, and consequently 
doubtful experiments, to state my 
views on the subject. 

The effect of the stimulus here 
proposed must depend, in a great 
measure, on the assurance of its du- 
ration. ilic market for wheat which 
England presents, is the great object 
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of attention to tlie cultivators in Po- 
land, and to the merchants at the 
ports from whence its coi*n must he 
exported. Those persons have l^een 
accustomed to observe such frequent 
alterations in our laws relative to the 
corn trade, that any new enactments 
would, at first, be thought temporary 
and mutable, like those of former 
periods. This uncertainty has been 
the cause of heavy Josses to them, 
and would therefore have the effect 
of causing the cultivators to pause be- 
fore they made any great chang^es in 
their rotation of crops, or in the kinds 
of corn they would sow. 

The statements which are given 
in the part of this report more im- 
mediately relating to the kingdom of 
Poland, will show that the want of 
capital among the cultivators has pro- 
ceeded to such an extent, from the 
losses they have sustained, that they 
must, in a great degree, be disabled 
from making any considerable im- 
provement in cultivation, or of raising 
any very large increase of produce in 
a short period. 'Fhe great deficiency 
of live stock, which indeed may be 
resolved into a deficiency of capital, 
would be an impediment in the way 
of a rapid extension of the growth of 
wheat. Without manure, wheat can- 
not be grown beneficially, and with- 
out a stock of cattle, in some degree 
commensurate to the extent of the 
laud, manure cannot be obtained; and 
though to a certain degree the profit 
arising from the wool, and not from 
the meat, enables the landowners to 
support some few sheep, yet the want 
of a class of consumers, who can afibrd 
to make animal food their subsistence, 
must operate to prevent any great 
increase in the stocks of cattle. 8uch 
a class is not tobe expected there, till a 
great improvement, or an increase of 
manufactures, shall have taken place. 
The greater portion of the popula- 
tion of Poland is too poor to allow of 


their using animal food ; the want of 
it is scarcely felt by persons always 
accustomed to live, with very little 
variation of diet, on rye bread. 

The labouring classes, too, being 
assured of a supply of the bare ne- 
cessaries of life, are little disposed to 
any great changes in their mode of 
work, or any exertion of strength or 
skill beyond that to which they have 
been accustomed. 

They have been, perhaps, and not 
without some reason, always repre- 
sented as indolent, unskilful, filthy, 
and drunken, and averse to the im- 
provement which their wiser and bet- 
ter superiors have attempted to in- 
troduce. 

Whilst the present low price of 
corn continues, and the correspond- 
ing low rate of wages, and the mar- 
kets of Russia are open to the wool- 
len clotlis of Poland without duty, 
the profit of capital employed in that 
branch of industry must oiler to it 
temptations that agriculture does not 
present. But if, by any alterations, 
the cloths of Poland should in the 
Russian custom-houses be placed on 
the footing of the cloths of other 
countries, or if a rise of corn and of 
wages should take place to such an ex- 
tent as to make the Polish cloths 
dearer than those which are charged 
with duty, the effects might be, to 
drive the capital from the cloth trade 
to the business of cultivation. The 
present w’ant of capital may possibly 
be supplied by influx from other 
countries, but this must depend in a 
great measure on the internal go- 
vernment and political regulations of 
the country. The increase of ma- 
nufactories in Poland, and the aug- 
mented population which they usual- 
ly induce, might produce such a luuu- 
ber of internal consumers as to leave 
much less surplus com to export to 
other countries. It is true, that wheat 
would be but little eaten by the munu- 
ll 
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facturers^ but the increased demand 
for rye might make tliat kind of grain 
the most profitable to the grower, 
and he would then devote to the 
cultivation of it some portions of the 
land which, under different circum- 
stances, would have been appropria- 
ted to the growth of wheat. 

The manufactures in Poland, are, 
however, of too little importance, at 
present, to make it desirable to ha- 
zard any conjectures on what the 
effects of their increase or diminuCion 
would be on the surplus quantity of 
exportable grain. 

A view of the past expo^tion 
from the Vistula, at different periods, 
and under different circumstances, will, 
perhaps, give some assistance in form- 
ing an idea of what may be the result 
of future changes. 

It is worthy of remark, that, in the 
Jong period of 166 years, of which 
the returns are given, (See Appen- 
dix, No. 24?, 1 there has been little 
variation in tne actual quantities of 
corn exported from Dantzic, when 
taken by periods of 25 years. At the 
commencement it is seen, that the 
quantity of rye far exceeded that of 
wheat ; that tney gradually approach- 
ed each other, till the produce of 
wheat exceeded that of rye, and con- 
stantly so up to the present time. 
The physical circumstances of the 
country are as they were during that 
long period. The course of the se- 
veral streams that convey their sup. 
plies of com into the Vistula, has 
been without alteration ; and the fa- 
cilities of internal conveyance have 
been scarcely improved by any new 
or better roads. There is no ground 
to suppose that any material, certain- 
ly not any observable or recorded in- 
crease of population has taken place, 
except therecent immigration of Ger- 
mans. 

The whole period of i66 years, re- 
iunrs of which, as extracted from the 
city records of Dantzic, arc in the 
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Appendix, No. 24*, when divided Into 
periods of about 25 years, exhibits 
the following annual expoitation of 
wheat and rye from that port. 


Years. 

Wheat 

Rye. 

Total. 

1651 to 1675 
1676 to 1700 
1701 to 1725 
1726 to 1750 
1751 to 1775 
1776 to 1600 
laoi to 1625 

Quarters. 

61,775 
124,607 
50,706 
' 60,624 
141,060 
150,200 
200,3;i0 

Quarters. 

225,312 

227,462 

170,100 

110,771 

206,140 

103,046 

67,611 

Quarters. 

307,067 

352,379 

220,695 

200,305 

340,220 

253,344 

267.641 


The average of the whole period 
gives an annual quantity of wheat and 
rye of 279,794? quarters ; and this sur- 
plus may be fairly considered as the 
nearest approach that can be made, 
with existing materials, to what is the 
usual excess of the production of 
bread corn, above the consumption 
of the inhabitants, when no extraor- 
dinary circumstances occur to excite 
or check cultivation. 

In some of the early periods of this 
series, there have been great varia- 
tions in the quantity exported, but 
not so considerable as within the last 
36 years; we have two from 1791, 
the returns of exports from the rival 
ports of Dantzic and Elbing since 
that date, and thus, from both outlets 
of the Vistula, can trace the advance 
or decline of the surplus produce of 
corn, from the countries bordering 
on that stream. 


Exports of Wheat and Rm from the 
cities of Dantzic and EUnng : 


Years. 

Wheat 

Rye. 

Total. 

1701 

1702 
. 1793 

1704 

1795 

Average of 1 
the 5 years | 

Quarters. 

256,060 

224,492 

303,597 

260,545 

247,642 

Quarters. 

25,714 

250,402 

336,660 

160,757 

24,517 

Quarters. 

262.301 
466, 6fM 
640,257 

450.302 
272,350 

1,302,156 

260,431 

627,050 

165,410 

3,120,206 
' 125-641 
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Thii^ considerable advance beyond 
former periods was the commence* 
ment of a still greater progress in the 
five next years* 


Yean. 

Wheat. 

Rye. 

Total. 

1706 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

Average of) 
the 5 years ) 

Quarters. 
410.2.3:* 
848,70.'' 
.388,861' 
342,940 
5:14, 20S 

Quarters. 

111,720 

177,796 

29,011 

164,660 

26,617 

Quarters. 

527,96: 

52(i,501 

414,873 

503,000 

580,810 

2,047,944 

409,588 

505,804 

101,160 

a,653,74f 

610,748 


In the next five years the quantity 
still increasing reached its greatest 
height, and more corn was then ex- 
ported than in the following twenty 
years. 

Years. Wheat Ilyc. Total. 

Quarters. Quarters* , Quarters. 

1801 484,15«j 13«,0JJS| (i22,255| 

1802 <i(!3,223i 34r.,ll 1,00»,042] 

1803 400,047 444, S37 004,684 

1804 644,267 134,4(Hl| 078,067 

1806 596,129| 17,700| 612,829| 

2,746,8iri 1,080,042||3,827,357 

the%Te™} 

Of these 2,746,815 quarters of 
wheat, exported in the last noted five 
years, 1,754,1 14, being a yearly quan* 
tity of 350,820 quarters, was con- 
signed to England, and the greater 
part of the remainder to France. ^ 

^ The year 1806 was the unfortunate 
time when the war, first with Eng- 
land, and afterwards, or rather before 
its close, with France, reduced Prus- 
sia to a low ebb, and for several years 
put a stop to the corn trade from the 
Vistula. 

The state of the exportation for the 
last five years, forms a striking con. 


trast with the corresponding term in 
the periods here seen. 


Exports from Dantzic and Elbtngi 


Years. 

Wheat* 

Rye. 

ry>tai. 

1621 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

Average of) 
the 5 years } 

....Mt . 

Quarters. 

126,136 

44,362 

68,450 

69,996 

118,681 

Quarters. 

16,128 

111 

74.370 

6.043 

15,414 


417,616 

83,523 

111,966 

22,933 

1 


The circumstances which produced 
that great exportation of corn, from 
1801 to 1805, are of much importance 
in the consideration of the prospects 
of future exportations ; and tne causes 
by which, in the space of the previ- 
ous years, they were enabled to attain 
to that height, deserve to be traced. 

Under the act 31 Geo. III. cap. 30, 
1791, the ports of England had been 
constantly open for ten years, for the 
importation of wheat. If the average 
price of wheat was below 50^. the 
quarter, it was charged with a duty 
of 24^. ; if above 50$. and below 

54$. a duty of 2$. 6dm ; and if above 
54 a% with a duty of only 6d, From 
the year 1791, when that act was 
passed, the price of wheat, with the 
exception of a short period in 1798, 
was constantly above 54$. ; and what 
was imported was, therefore, charged 
with only the duty of 6d* per quar- 
ter. During two of tlie ten years, 
wheat in England had been above 
80$. per quarter, and, in the lost of 
them, rose as high as 127r. 

Our laws at that time laid restraints 
on the import of corn from Ireland, 
and that part of the empire had not 
made the progress it has since done 
in the cultivation of corn. 

The ports of England were not 
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merely open during this ternitbiitby 
the act of 36 Geo. IIL cap. 21, large 
premiums were given on corn im« 
ported, to secure the importers, whe- 
ther in British or in neutral vessels, 
certain prices^ till 500,000 quarters 
should nave been imported, after 
which the premiums were to be re- 
duced. This jiet passed, in 1796, for 
a year, was continued by another act 
in 1797 ; and, with diiSerent interme- 
diate modifications, premiums to in- 
demnify the importers of corn and 
flour were established till 1801. 

During the ten years, from 1 791 to 
1801, there was a constant demand 
in France for foreign corn ; several de- 
ficient harvests having been experien- 
ced at the beginning of the revolu- 
tion. Tlie agents of France were em- 
ployed both in Europe and America, 
in purchasing corn and hiring neutral 
vessels to convey it to France ; pay- 
ing but little regard to the price they 
gave for it, or to the rate of freight 
at wliich it could be transported. 
Holland, which scarcely has ever 
grown corn sufficient for its own con- 
sumption, felt a great want, owing to 
its internal sources of supply from 
Germany and Flanders being divert- 
ed from the usual channels, by the 
circumstances of the war. 

Sweden for many years had looked 
for some supply from Prussia, not, 
indeed, of wheat to any extent, but 
chiefly of rye. During the period we 
are now considering, that country 
had been afflicted with several suc- 
cessive deficient harvests; and such 
was the distress, from want of corn, 
that a large part of the population 
had been compelled to use tlie bark 
of trees as a substitute for rye. That 
kingdom thus became a market which 
could take as much as her poverty 
could find the means of paying for. 
In addition to these external circum- 
stances, tlie land in Poland was less 
burlhcned with taxes than it is at 


present : tlic tcntli groschen war-tax 
was not then enacted. Some other 
taxes, then imposed, have not been 
since abandoned; — ^in Prussia, like- 
wise, taxation is liigher now than 
from 1801 to 1805. 

These combined circumstances 
gave, to the agriculture of Poland 
and Prussia, a portion of capital and 
motives to exertion, which produced 
the vast surplus that was exported 
from 1801 to 1805. Ten years of un- 
exampled prosperity were, however, 
needed to reach the point which those 
years exhibit, and it was only by gra- 
dual steps that it was attained* 

The impulse given by the open 
markets, and by the high prices whicii 
had opened them, acted with accu- 
mulated force in the next live years, 
and raised the surplus, as we have 
seen, somewhat higher. 

If the same powerful stimulus could 
now be applied to excite the cultiva- 
tors, in Poland and in Prussia, to in- 
crease thpir supplies of corn, as were 
experienced from 1791 to 1801, it 
would be reasonable to conclude that 
the result might be the same as is ex- 
hibited in the quantities of wheat ex- 
ported from 1801 to 1805. It might 
produce, with ten years* increased ex- 
ertion, and with the application of 
the capital created in those ten years 
of prosperity, a quantity equal to 
that which was exported in the years 
of the greatest surplus. 1 was told, 
when in Poland, that during these 
prosperous years, wheat was brought 
by land carriage to the Vistula, from 
distances far too great to bear the ex- 
penses without the ^enormous prices 
which it bore in the markets of Eng- 
land and France. It was sent, not 
only from the farthest parts of Galli- 
cia, but even from the vicinity of 
Brunn and Olmutz, in Moravia. It 
was said that some of the wheat of 
Hungary was conveyed over the Car- 
pathian mountains to Cracow, and 
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there shipped in flats for Dantzicand 
Elbing) ivnilst Volhynia and Podolia 
were emptied of their stores. 

Whether these reports are true, or 
to what extent the}'^ are true, it is na- 
tural to suppose that the very high 
price which wheat had reached in the 
years under consideration, must have 
vastly extended the limits of the cir- 
cle from which it would be collected, 
and would induce the inhabitants to 
dispatch to the high markets what- 
ever could be spared by the exercise 
of the most rigid economy. 

By the constant application of all 
these powerful stimuli, which were in 
operation during ten years, we have 
seen that at length the surplus of 
wheat, which the Vistula and its bor- 
ders, extended to unusual dimensions, 
could yield, amounted to 550,000 
quarters annually, or about sufficient, 
sujiposing the whole to be sent here 
for the consumption of this kingdom, 
nvith its present population, during 
(he space of twelve days. 

It IS scarcely to be calculated that 
the same occurrences of circum- 
stances propitious to the agricultural 
prosperity of the lands on the border 
of tne Vistula, should again present 
themselves. Neither the demands of 
France nor England are likely to be 
so great, or to continue for so long a 
period, as at that time. It is scarcely 
to be calculated upon, that any future 
wars will be so long in duration, or 
spread over so extensive a field of 
operations, as those which rose out 
of the revolution of France ; and it is 
therefore not likely that the quantity 
exported will ever rise to so great an 
amount. Whatever stimulus may be 
applied to excite the agricultural im- 
provement of the banks of the Vistula, 
its effect must be weak and powerless, 
when compared with the excitement 
it received from 1791 to 1805. 

If we suppose the cost of wheat to 
the grower in the vicinity of Warsaw, 


to be about 28s* per quarter, and all 
the expenses of conveyance to our 
markets to be 20^. more, and that it 
could be sold here for 60^. or 64*5. we 
may presume that such a stimulus 
would produce great exertions, and a 
correspondent increase of supply; 
some abatement in the force of that 
stimulus would be probably felt in an 
increase of freight, and other charges, 
but the prospect of a profit of 124*. or 
14 , 9 . would give a powerful impulse 
to*cultivation. What is here stated, 
is upon the supposition, of course a 
mere supposition, that no duty would 
be imposed on foreign wheat, on its 
introduction into this kingdom. Sup- 
posing a duty should be imposed, it 
will of course weaken the force of the 
stimulus ; and if it should be so high, 
as, when added to the costs and charges, 
to raise it above the price at which it 
could be sold in our markets, it would 
become a repellant instead of a sti- 
mulus, especially if it should be view- 
ed as a permanent enactment* 

If a duty in this country of 10^. or 
12s. per quarter was imposed, it would 
not allow of such a profit, on the sup- 
position of the price being from 60 j. 
to 64^. as to induce any great exer- 
tions to increase cultivation in the 
districts bordering on the Vistula. 
The chance of a rise occasioned by 
war, by a winter so severe as to in- 
jure vegetation, or by a rainy harvest 
season, might induce those of a spe- 
culative turn, to increase their growth 
of wheat, but those who have that 
turn, and have the means of indul- 
ging it, are so few, that they would 
produce no sensible increase in the 
general surplus. 

I see no reason to believe, that with 
such a duty as I have mentioned for 
England, and a price from 60s. to 64^. 
and with some similar regulation in 
France, that the surplus corn pro- 
duced in Poland, including all the 
countries near enough to the Vistula, 
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to send their corn to that stream, 
^uld materially increase in common 
seasons, or very much, if at all, ex- 
ceed the average produce of that 
country: the greater part of this 
might probably be wheat, and if the 
duty were alike on all the various 
qualities of tJiat grain, none would be 
sent here but that part which is the 
driest, heaviest, and whitest. The in- 
ferior descriptions would not pay for 
importation, unless the average in 
England was much more than 64«jr. 

William Jacob* 

Ik turns Ojffi-cc^ 21 sL FcL 182G. 


Copy of a Dispatch from Majw'*Cc^ 
fieral Turnery Governor of* Sierra 
LconCi to Earl BaihuraU 

Sierra Lcone^ %hth January lOSG. 

My Lord, 

Amongst the many objects which 
in this colony lay claim to my atten- 
tion, there are very few which re- 
quire to be considered more than 
that which is called the Liberated 
African Department. However ade- 
quate the arrangements might have 
been to the early state of this esta- 
blishment, it is very evident that they 
have not been so for some time past, 
and equally evident that, from the 
numbers of captured slaves brought 
into the colony, they become every 
day less so. There have been more 
ill an 20,000 slaves landed in this co- 
lony, and during the last year upwards 
of 2400 have been emancipated. 
Should the trade in slaves continue 
to increase in the manner in which 
it has done for the last two years, 
there is no doubt, from the activity 
of our cruizers, but the number 
brought in here will increase also, 
and will very shortly become a very 
large and unwieldy mass of people ; 
indeed, they are so already : and it 
becomes a matter of very serious 


consideration how they are to be dis- 
posed of, or how they are to main.* 
tain themselves. Under the arrange** 
ments hitherto prevailing, they have 
been distributed amongst the villages, 
where they have been for years sup- 
ported in idleness by the government; 
but the villages and poor land of the 
mountains where tliey arc situated, 
already begin to refuse to them a 
scanty subsistence, and they have 
begun to wander in search of better 
|oil and easier sustenance : and the 
evident tendency of this is, that they 
will retrograde, in the woods, into a 
state of nature and barbarism, or be-* 
come vagrants about Freetown and 
the more populous villages. I, in some 
degree, meet this evil at present, by 
employing them on the public works, 
carrying bricks and other materials, 
giving them food, lodging, and some 
clothing, at the public expense ; and 
I have given them in small numbers 
and under registry, to respectable 
people to cultivate land for do- 
mestic purposes. And it is found 
that under this system of putting 
them to easy and regular labour, 
such as they have been used to on 
their landing from the slave ships', 
that they become very orderly good 
labourers ; but in the cases where 
they have been located in the villa- 
ges, and have received gratuitous 
maintenance, they can with dilKculty 
be induced to give a day’s labour 
even for good wages. Tlie expense 
of this establishment has been very 
great : I believe that the regulations 
under which I have reduced it du- 
ring the last year, to the amount 
shown in the accompanying schedule 
of five years, may be safely perseve- 
red in, and a still greater reduction 
made \ but as the whole system ie 
defective, I cannot persuade m 3 ^self 
that I can do more than to alleviate 
the evil. It would but lead to disap- 
pointment to imagine that a large 
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mass of poor ignorant people^ with- 
out capital^ skill, or industry, could 
be brought to maintain themselves, 
and to raise articles of export, with- 
out the assistance of labour wages ; 
—could such a system succce<i even 
in England, the poor-rates might soon 
be abolished. 

There arc twelve villages esta- 
blished for tlie purpose of civilizing, 
instructing, and keeping together 
these people, and with establishments 
apparently very suitable, althougl|| 
practically very inefficient a cler- 
gyman, a schoolmaster, and a super- 
intendent to each village, have the ap- 
pearance of meeting every possible 
purpose ; but unfortunately the un- 
towardness of the climate, the priva- 
tions, fatigues, and uncongeniality of 
the situations with the former habits 
of the people who hold them, and 
the absence of personal interest or 
hope of progressive advancement, 
soon cause a decrease of numbers. 
At present there are in the colony 
but one church missionary (Mr Ra- 
ban), and three Lutheran clergymen, 
five schoolmasters, and four superin- 
tendents. Amongst these there is 
not one person who has the slightest 
knowledge of agriculture, nor can I 
learn that there ever has been any 
person emplojx^d in the colony, who 
had any acquaintance either witli 
European or tropical agriculture. 
Under such disadvantages, it is not 
to be wondered that cultivation has 
not made much progress. Should it 
meet your lordship’s approbation that 
twelve superintendents fromthe West 
India islands, where cotton and cot 
fee cultivation is best understood, 
men of colour, with an assistant or 
overseer to each, should be brought 
to this colony for the purpose of in- 
structing these liberated Africans, 
and for superintending sucli planta- 
tions, as would not fail, under such 
facilities, to be formed here by enpi- 


talii^ts* 1 am satisfied, that under 
$u^^an arrangement, more would be 
done for the permanent improvement 
of the colony and condition of these 
people, in a few years, than is to be 
expected under the present system 
in half a century. Europeans cannot 
accomplish such objects here, and 
there are no native people capaUcof 
conducting such matters. 

The measure would not be at- 
tended with much expense ; merely 
the conveying of those people here, 
together with a quantity of the best 
sea island cotton seed, to begin with. 
Cofiee we have in abundance, indi- 
genous, and of the finest quality ; and 
every itiercliant in the place, besides 
capitalists in London with whoin I 
am acquainted, are ready to establish 
plantations, if superintendents or 
overseers could be found. Should 
your lordship be pleased to see in 
this plan anything deserving your 
attention, the best way would be, 
perhaps, to direct the governors of 
some of the West India islands to 
select and engage, at suitable sala- 
ries, coloured men of the above de- 
scription, and a conveyance to be or- 
dered for them here ; and I feel quite 
satisfied that a krge saving of public 
money would speedily follow, and 
much confusion be avoided as well as 
embarrassment. The population would 
then get into a state similar to those 
of other countries; — capital would 
diffuse its wholesome benefits; — la- 
bour, industry, and skill, would be 
sure to be rewarded. 

I must also respectfully submit, 
for your lordship’s consideration, the 
very inadequate provision which is 
made for controlling the expenses of 
this establishment ; I am obliged to 
prove, sign, and become responsible 
ibr all expenditures on account of 
these people, and it is quite impossi- 
ble that I can examine into these 
matters, which arc very voluminous, 
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I happen to have very good health, 
and some acquaintance with busi- 
ness ; but I cannot expect, in such a 
climate as this, to be able long to 
continue such labours those about 
me have all sufiered, and I have lost 
their services. The superintendent 
of this department should be one of 
the first men in the colony, in point 
of salary, intelligence, and integrity. 
Your lordship trill perceive by the 
annexed account, that even with the 
little time which I have been able to 
devote to it, I have accomplished a 
saving of one half upon the average 
of five years, or upwards of seven- 
teen thousand a^year upon the poney 
alone issued here, without reference 
to the stores from England, although 
the numbers in the colony must be 
greater than in any former year, as 
2400 new negroes were landed from 
the slave ships during the year, a 
number far exceeding any of the 
years quoted. Your lordship will 
also perceive that 1 have reduced the 
number receiving rations one half ; 
and I am happy to say, that the pro- 
per authorities report to me, that the 
colony was never known to be so 
orderly, tranquil, and industrious, as 
at present. 

The saving of this one year 
would much more than meet the ex- 
pense of the plan which I have had 
the honour to submit to your lord- 
ship, and which I will pledge myself 
to make eminently successfiil. 1 feel 
greatly anxious about the responsi- 
bility of my being considered pub- 
lic accountant to this department, 
firom which I derive no advantage. 

I hope that your lordship will be 
pleased to overlook anything in this 
statement which may appear careless, 
as I have much to do, with little assist- 
ance. I am, my lord, &c. 

(Signed) Charles Turner. 

Gm^ernor* 

The Earl BaihurUi K.G. 


EMIGRATION. 

Itej^rt from the Select ConimUiec on 

Emigration from ike United King^ 

dom. 

Tmr Select Committee appointed 
to inquire into the cxjKjdicncy of en- 
couraging Emigration, from the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, and to report their ob- 
servations thereupon to the House ; 
and to whom the reports of sessions 
>623, 1824, and 1825, on the state 
of Ireland, and the employment of 
the poor there ; and also th<‘ peti- 
tions and memorials to the Colonial 
Department from persons desirous of 
emigrating from the United King- 
dom, were severally referred ; have, 
pursuant to the order of the House, 
examined the matters to them refer- 
red ; and have agreed to the following 
Remort 

Your Committee are induced to 
consider that the following im[>ortant 
facts have been established by the 
evidence which they have collected for 
the infArraation of the House 
First, That there arc extensive dis- 
tricts in Ireland, and districts in Eng- 
land and Scotland, where the popula- 
tion is at the present moment redun- 
dant ; in other words, where there 
exists a very considerable proportion 
of able-bodied and active labourers, 
Ijeyond that number to which any ex- 
isting demand for laliour can afford 
cniployihent : That the effect of this 
redundancy is not only to reduce a 
part of this population to a great de- 
gree of destitution and misery, but 
also to deteriorate the general condi- 
tion of the labouring classes : — That 
by its producing a supply of labour 
in excess as compared with the de- 
mand, the wa^s of labour are neces- 
sarily reduced to a minimum, which 
18 utterly insufficient to supply that 
population with those means of suj»- 
port and subsistence whi("h arc neces- 
sary to secure a healthy and satisfac- 
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tory condition of the comiriunity 
Tiiat in England^ this redundant po« 
ulation has been m part supported 
y a parochial rate, which, according 
to the reports and evidence of former 
coininittees, s|>eciaJJy appointed to 
consider the subject, threatens, in its 
extreme tendency, to absorb the whole 
rental of the country ; iiud that in Ire- 
land, where no such parochi<al rate ex- 
ists by law, and where redundancy is 
found in a still greater degree, a con- 
siderable part of the jiopulation is de- 
pendent tor tlie means of support on 
the precarious source of charity, or is 
compelled to resort to habits of plun- 
der and spoliation for the actual means 
of subsistence. 

Secondly That in the British 
colonies in North America (including 
tlie Canadas, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, and Prince Edward's Island) 
at the Cape of Good Hope, and in New 
South Wales, and Van Diemen's Land, 
there are tracts of unappropriated land 
of the most fertile quality, capable of 
receiving and subsisting any propor- 
tion of the redundant population of 
this country, for whose conveyance 
thither, means could be found at any 
time, present or future. 

Thirdly : — That while the English, 
Scotch, and Irish evidence taken be- 
fore your committee appears to esta- 
blisli the fact, that this redundant po- 
pulation is practically found to repress 
the industry, and even sometimes to 
endanger the peace, of the mother 
country ; the colonial evidence which 
has hc^n taken by you? Committee 
uniformly concurs in the opinion, that 
the industry and safety of the colonies 
will be materially encouraged and ]>rc- 
served by the reception of this popu- 
lation. 'The unemployed labourer at 
home necessarily consumes more tlian 
he produces, and the national wealth 
is diminished in that proportion. 
When transferred to new countries, 
where soil of the first quality of fer- 


tility is unappropriated, and where 
the rate of wages is consequently 
high, it will be found that he produ- 
ces infinitely more than he consumes, 
and the national wealth will be increa- 
sed by the change, if the colonies are 
to be considered as integral parts of 
the nation at large. 

If the foregoing positions be cor- 
rect, your Comniittec foci justified in 
recommending the subject of emigra- 
tion to the most serious and delibe- 
rate consideration of the House, as 
on(f obvious and immediate measure 
for correcting in some degree this re- 
dundancy of population, and for miti- 
gating^ the numerous evils which ap- 
pear to result from its existence. But 
in the prosecution of their examina- 
tion of this most important and com- 
paratively unexamined subject, they 
have not had either the time or the' 
opportunity to perfect that scope of 
inquiry which would justify them in 
offering tu the House any specific re- 
commendations, with resqpect to the 
manner in which it might be conve- 
nient to make any experiment of 
emigration on an extended scale ; 
they therefore propose to limit them- 
selves to an exposition of the princi- 
ples by which the examination of the 
evidence taken before them has been 
uniformly directed, and to a short 
enumeration of the points which have 
formed distinct objects of inquiry. 
They have considered that no system 
of emigration would be recommended 
to the attention of parliament, which 
was not essentially voluntary on the 
part of the emigrants, and which did 
not relate to that part of the commu- 
nity which may be considered to be in 
a state of permanent pauperism* They 
also consiuer, that it would he in the 
highest degree desirable that any ex- 
pense incurred for the purpose of emi- 
gratidn, to be contributed from na-» 
tional funds, should be ultimately re- 
paid ; so that no gratuitous expendi- 
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turc should l)e necessary, except in 
cases which might justifiably be made 
exceptions to the general rule. It 
is true, the emigrations carried into 
effect in 1823 and 1825, under the 
superintendence of Mr Peter Robin- 
son, the details of which are to be 
found in the Appendix, were support- 
ed by parliamentary grants of money, 
for which no repayment was pledged ; 
but those emigrations were necessary 
for the purpose of experiment, and 
the justification of employing puyic 
money for that purpose is specially 
jdeaded, on the ground of their being 
experiments which were necessary to 
precede any more extended scheme. 
The principal, if not the only objec- 
tions which were raised against these 
experiments, rested on the ground of 
the expenditure of public money which 
they inrolveld being unrcpaid. 

Your Committee, therefore, did 
not pause to consider the question, 
whether the benefits which might be 
expected to accrue, both to the mother 
country and to the colonies, from a 
measure so calculated to benefit both 
parties, would be sufficient to justify 
an outlay of national capital ; but they 
proceeded to satisfy themselves with 
resjMJCt to the actual expenditure in- 
curred in the emigration of 1823, 
(which, as an exfieriment, may be 
considered to have entirely succeed- 
ed) and to ascertain whether an equal 
or a less expense incurred in subse- 
quent emigrations could be coupled 
with arrangements to supersede the 
necessity of any national outlay with- 
out repayment. In illustration of the 
views which they entertain on this 
part of the subject, they beg to refer 
to the following extract from an ori- 
ginal paper which was laid before the 
committee of 1823, on the employ- 
ment of the |KM>r in Ireland, which is 
given at length in the Appendix to 
this report ; — 

It is considered as unquestiona- 


ble, although this measure is flot 
in the slightest degree conmulsory, 
that the poor man who offers his 
strength and energy as a labourer, 
but who, finding no demand, or at 
least no adequate demand for his ser- 
vices, is compelled to receive * parish 
relief,' for the preservation of his own 
existence and that of his family, will 
accept this opportunity of bettering 
bis condition, by laying the founda- 
tion for future independencci with ea- 
gerness and gratitude, when sufficient 
time has elapsed and proper pains been 
taken to make him understand the 
true nature and character of the 
change that is proposed for him. 

It is equally considered as cer- 
tain, that parishes will anxiously ac- 
cept this facility (as far as their own 
concurrence is required,) of relieving 
themselves, at a slight annual ex- 
pense, of any present and pressing re- 
dundancy of population, and also of 
securing for the future the effectual 
prevention supplied by this measure 
for any ^accumulation of labourers 
whose services they may be incapable 
of remunerating. 

It is at once evident that this 
system of emigration could be made 
immediately applicable to Ireland and 
Scotland, provided that money was 
raised there for the purpose by local 
assessment, or that a specific tax was 
pledged for money lent for that pur- 
pose by the government. 

Althougli it may be argnedythat 
there can be no actual redundancy of 
population as long as the waste lands 
in the mother country remain uncul- 
tivated, yet no person conversant with 
such subjects can contend that such 
redundancy does not now virtually, at 
least, exist ; in other words, that there 
are not many strong labouring men 
for whose services there is no adequate 
demand, and who cannot be employed 
upon any productive labour that will 
pay the expenses of production ; and 
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if any person should feel alarm, that 
under the operation of such a luest* 
sure too great a proportion of the po- 
pulation might be abstracted, thej 
may rest assured not only that this 
measure can be suspended or limited 
at any time, but that in point of fact 
it has that suspensive power within 
itself ; for whenever there should ex- 
ist at home an adequate demand for 
the services of able-bodied men out of 
employ, whether from the increase of 
protiuctivc industry, or from the de- 
mands of war, or from any oilier cause, 
there would be no longer a temptation 
to emigrate. 

It is also observed, that with such 
a system in regular and effective ope- 
ration, no inconvenience could ever 
again result to this country from a 
temporary stimulus being given at any 
time to the population which coula 
not permanently be sustained. It 
must not be forgotten, in a compre- 
hensive view of sucli a system, that 
the pauper for whose labour no remu- 
neration can be afforded at home, 
will be transmuted by this process 
into an inde|)endeiit proprietor, and 
at no distant period will become a 
consumer of the manufactured ar- 
ticles of his native country ; nor, on 
the other hand, can any calculable pe- 
riod be assigned for the termination 
of such a system, until all the colo- 
nies of the British empire arc satura- 
ted, and millions added to those who 
speak the English language, and car- 
ry with them the li&rty, and the 
laws and sympathies of their native 
country. 

^ ** Such a system would direct the 
tide of emigration towards parts of 
the British empire which must be 
considered as integral, though separa- 
ted by geographical position. The de- 
fence of these colonial possessions 
would be more easily supplied within 
themselves, and tlieir increasing pros- 
perity would not only relieve the mo- 


ther country from pecuniary demands 
that are now indispensable, but that 
prosperity, in its reaction, would aug- 
ment^the wealth and the resources of 
the mother country itself,*' 

The numWof emigrants, sent out 
in 1823, was 182 men, 143 women, 
57 boys between fourteen and eighteen, 
and 186 children under fourteen ; 
forming together an aggregate of 568. 
The expense actually incurred for 
this emigration amounted, as will be 
seep in the appendix, to£l 2, 593s. 3d., 
which was at the rate of £22, 1 s. 6d. 
per head ; the estimate on which the 
vote was taken was at the rate of 
i^80 per family, taking the propor- 
tion of a man, a woman, and two 
children for each family. That esti- 
mate had been calculated with refer- 
ence to the following details a man 
£35, a woman £25, 2 children f 14 ; 
forming a total of £8$, from which 
a deduction had been inadc of a little 
more than 9 per cent, on the suppo- 
sition that a combined emigration 
would be found to be less expensive 
than an individual case ; but the total 
absence of all previous preparation, 
and a high rate of passage, carried the 
actual expense beyond the estimate. 
It will, however, be observed, with re- 
spect to the emigrants actually sent 
out, that the men were beyond the 
proportion estimated : if that jiropor- 
tion had been preserved, the numbers 
would have been, 142 men, 142 wo- 
men, and 284 children ; consequently 
the actual expense would have been 
£ 12 , 456 , instead of £13,347 ; and, in 
that case, the positive excess over the 
estimate would have amounted to 
£ 11 36. Various reasons have indu- 
ced your Committee to make their 
calculations at the rate of £20 per 
head ; in making their calculations at 
that rate, which has jieculiar rela- 
tion to the colony of upper Canada, 
your Committee beg it may be dis- 
tinctly understood, that they arc by 
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no inc^ans prepared to express an opi- 
nion that an emigration might not be 
carried on to Upper Canada at a still 
less rate of expose : for, by tahing 
the proportion in each family, at three 
children, which your Committee hare 
reason <0 beliere would be found to 
be a more accurate proportion than 
two children to each family, the ex- 
pense would necessarily be reduced in 
projiortion. ^ But your Committee are 
also of opinion that by previous ar- 
rangements, contractsupon an extend- 
ed scale, especially if made for a series 
of years, and order and method were 
introduced into the whole of the sys- 
tem, would enable a less sum tojeffect 
that which has been actually effected 
in the case of the emigration of 1823, 
when no facilities existed, except in 
the assistance of the local government 
of Up|>cr Canada, and in the zeal and 
exertions of the superintendent, Mr 
P. Robinson. 

Your Committee would also ob- 
serve, that the calculation of exiiense 
must necessarily vary in every differ- 
ent colony : the evidence shows that it 
would be diminished in Lower Cana- 
da, in New Brunswick, in Nova 
Scotia, and Prince Edward's Island^ 
but if £80 be taken as the maximum 
expense necessary to convey one man, 
one woman, and two children only to 
Upper Canada ; and if the evidence 
should show that that maximum can 
be repaid, it follows, a fortiori, that 
any minor expense can be repaid with 
greater ease. 

With respect to New South Wales 
and Van Diemen's Land, the distance 
naturally creating so much additional 
expense in the passage, the calcula- 
tions applicable to North America in 
no degree whatever apply to those co- 
lonies. With respect to the Cape, the 
only emigration contemplated has been 
an emigration of labourers rather than 
colonists; which equally makes the 
calculation of Upper Canada inappli- 


cable to that colony. Your Commit* 
tee have supposea tliat the sum of 
L.80 could be raised on an annuity of 
L.3, IQf. for sixty years, interest 
being taken at 4 per cent ; and under 
the supposition tnat such an annuity 
couM be raised, their inquiries were 
directed to the question whether, sup- 
posing that the payment of such an- 
nuity, for the first seven years, were 
secured, the situation of the emigrant 
head of a family would be such as to 
enable him to undertake the payment 
of this annuity for the remainder of 
the period, in liquidation of the debt 
contracted by him for his removal 
from the mother country to the colony^ 
and this without any prejudice or incon- 
venience to himself, it being provided, 
as a necessary collateral arrangement, 
that he might redeem that annuity at 
any time, on the common principles 
of redemption, thereby freeing his 
land from the charges which other- 
wise would contingently attach to it. 

An examination of the evidence be- 
fore your Committee will show that 
a large majority of the evidence which 
has been obtained upon this subject, 
is in favour of such a repayment be- 
ing practicable, and that there would 
be little difficulty in collecting it, pro- 
vided it were to be clearly explained 
that it was in the nature of a repay- 
ment of adebt contracted, rather than 
in a character of rent for land. 

It will also be found to be general- 
ly stated, that in the case of an emi- 
grant leaving the land at the expira- 
tion of seven years, when tlte repay- 
ment by the terms of the proposition 
would commence> the improvement of 
his cultivation for seven years would 
make the land itself an adequate 
curity for such repayment. 

It may be necessary to mention in 
this place, that with respect to the 
sum advanced by the emigrants your 
Committee never contemplated an ac- 
tual repayment of money to he traiis- 
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mitted to England, but a payment 
which should be applied in the colony 
for purposes which it is now neces- 
sary to defray exclusively from the 
funds of the mother country. In pur- 
suing the subject in this point of view, 
your Coramitteo were not only influ- 
enced by the consideration of the ad- 
vantage of securing a practical repay- 
ment of any money which might be 
supplied from the national funds for 
this national object, but also by the 
conviction that the industry of the 
emigrant would be more eflectually 
stimulated and confirmed by subject- 
ing him to the repayment of the great- 
er part of the debt incurred, the par- 
ticulars and nature of which debt 
could be distinctly explained to him 
jireviously to his being received as a 
ciiii didate for emigration, and which 
debt, if it be duly analysed, will not 
be found to differ in principle from 
any other debt which maylje incurred 
by any individual for the objcc.t of 
bettering his own condition, and that 
of his family. 

The inquiries of your Committee 
M^ere then directed to the considera- 
tion, whether the payment of the an- 
nuity for the first period, namely, se- 
ven years, could be obtained from those 
jiarties at home, who were sjiecially 
iKuofitcd by the removal of the re- 
dundant population. 

Your Committee feel it hardly ne- 
cessary to observe, that the cases of 
h^ngland, Ireland, and Scotland, es- 
sentially differ from each other in this 
rcsjiect ; in England the poor-rate af- 
fords an immediate fund which can be 
made applii^able to the repayment of 
any expense incurred for emigration. 
The evidence of Mr Hodges, the chair- 
man of the West Kent quarter- ses- 
sions, is so copious and satisfactory 
upon this subject, that your Commit- 
tee have only to call the particular at- 
tention f»f the House to it: and al- 
though Mr Ho<lges’ observations arc 


limited to a particular district in Kent 
and Su^x, it will be found that the 
principle will apply generally to any 
part of England where a redundant 
}K)pulation is found to exist. 

In Scotland a pwir-^ate exists, 
though so modified by local circum- 
stances, and so varying in its practi- 
cal execution, as to make it very doubt- 
ful whether it could be made applica- 
ble in the same mariner as the Eng- 
lish poor-rate for su<‘Ji re-payment. 

In Ireland the case is entirely dif- 
fer<?nt ; iiotliing in the nature of a 
poor-rate exists by law ; and there- 
fore voluntary consent on the part of 
the pro])rietors of land towards any 
contribution for the purpose of emi- 
gration, must there, ris well as in Scot- 
land, be indispensable. 

In the case of Ireland, whether 
such voluntary contribution were made 
by individuals, or by local assessments, 
to which individuals might be consen- 
tient, the principle of voluntary con- 
sent still remains necessary as part of 
the measure. Your Committee, there- 
fore, beg to call the particular atten- 
tion of the House to tlie very imjmrt- 
ant evidence which they have recei- 
ved with respect to the state of that 
country. It will lie found uniformly 
stated in that evidence, that the evils 
of paujicrism are not less felt in Ire- 
land in consequence of the noii-exist- 
cnce of a parochial fund for the sup- 
port of the |K)or ; all the attributes of 
the most unlnmndod pauperism arc to 
be found there ; mcimicancy, with all 
its train of evils, occasional outrage, 
habits of idleness even in those for 
whose Ial)our some demand exists, and 
a character of destitution and misery 
pervading all the lower classes of so- 
ciety. It is also to be observed, that 
in a pecuniary point of view an indi- 
rect burden is imposed upon that 
part of tlie country where a redund- 
ant population exists. Your Coinmit- 
teo therefore trust that the most de- 
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liberate attention of the proprietors 
of land in Ireland will be called to this 
subject, and that they may be indu- 
ced to make voluntary contributions 
for tlie purpose of emigration, as a re- 
lief from those burdens which, though 
not legally imposed, are found practi- 
cally to press upon them from the su- 
jierabundance of the pauper popula- 
tion* 

Your Committce'at the same time 
are fully aware that neither the pa- 
rishes in England or in Scotland,*nor 
districts or proprietors of land in Ire- 
land, will 1)0 induced to contribute for 
this purpose unless it can he demon- 
sirahly shown that their interests y hoik 
general and pecuniary y will he benefit- 
ed bij Slick contrUiution, Your Com- 
mittee have no hesitation in express- 
ing their opinion, tliat the general te- 
nor of the evidence received by them 
justifies tlie expectation that such be- 
nefit will he therefrom derived. 

There is, however, one special point 
of view with respect to Ireland, to which 
your Committee feel it necessary to 
call theatteution of the House ; it is that 
of a proprietor who is legally entitled 
to eject a redundant pauper popu- 
lation, which has been surreptitiously 
introduced in to his property, but who, 
at the same time tliat he feels that his 
own interest and that of his family arc 
materially involved in the removal of 
this population, shrinks from the ex- 
ercise of his undoubted legal right, 
from his dread of the consequences 
W'hicli must attach to them from their 
removal. In such a state of circumstan- 
ces, which your Committee have rea- 
son to believe is not of iiufrcqucnt oc- 
currence, they cannot but contemplate 
the public advantage that would be de- 
rived from enabling such a measure on 
the part of an individual to be carried 
into effect, to the mutual benefit of 
tlie party dispossessing and of the party 
tlispossessed ; and tlicy entertain the 
most confident expectation that a care- 


ful examination into this part of the 
subject, on the part of the Irish pro- 
prietors, will convince them that their 
own interests will be consulted by a 
contribution towards the expense of 
the emigration of such tenants. 

With reference to this particular 
part of the subject, your Committee 
beg to advert to an Act passed in the 
present session, intituled, An Act 
to amend the law of Ireland respect- 
ing the assignment and sub-letting 
of lands and tenements.*' This Act 
was specially founded uj>on the evi- 
dence taken before the Committees on 
the state of Ireland, and has met with 
the entire concurrence of both Houses 
of Parliament. It provides against the 
recurrence of the evil which has been 
described in the preceding paragraphs. 
Rut tl)e House will not fail to remark, 
that all the advantages that may be 
derived from this Act will be dimi- 
nished, if not rendered absolutely nu- 
gatory, unless a well-organized system 
of emigration should be established 
conciirretitly with the measure itself 

With respect to the disposition of 
the tenantry ejected under such cir- 
cumstances, your Committee have to 
observe, that the uniform testimony 
they have received from the evidence, 
from the petitions submitted to them, 
and from other sources of information, 
has induced them to believe that the 
knowledge, which is now generally 
disseminated, of the advantages which 
the emigrants of IS2S and 1825 have 
experienced, will be sufficient to in- 
duce not only any paupers who may 
be ejected under such circumstances, 
but all of the more destitute classes of 
the population in Ireland, to avail 
themselves with the utmost gratitude 
of any facilities which may be afforded 
for emigration. On this point your 
Committee beg to transcribe an ex- 
tract from a letter addressed by C^i- 
loncl Talbot, the founder of the Tal- 
bot settlement in Upper Canada, to a 
10 
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member of your Committee, with re- 
spect to the emigration of 1823 'and 
1825.—^* I accompanied Sir Peregrine 
Maitland last winter on a tour of in- 
epection to the new Irish emigrant 
settlements, about one hundred miles 
below York. I was anxious to see how 
they were getting on, and whether the 
scheme of transporting the poor of 
Ireland to this country was likely to 
prove beneficial or not, and was happy 
to find them doing admirably. These 
people were sent out last summer, 
about 2000 souls, and did not get on 
their land till late in November ; all 
of them that I saw had snug log huts 
and had chopped each between three 
and four acres, and 1 have every rea- 
son to think that they will realize a 
comfortableindcpcndencc, in thccourse 
of this year, and be of no further cost 
to the government ; and it was satis- 
factory to hear them expressing their 
gratitude for what was done for them.*' 

To resort to the subject of the re- 
payment, by the emigrants, of part of 
the expense incurred, your Cbmmittee 
furc fully aware that such rei>ayment 
could alone be made practicable under 
the circumstances of an adcijuate mar- 
ket being found for the increased pro- 
ductions of the colonies, arising from 
thccultivation of the land by each suc- 
cessive series of emigrants ; they have 
therefore directed a very extensive 
examination into th is particular brancli 
of in((uiry. The evidence of Mr Uni- 
acke upon this subjectf as connected 
with the fisheries, will be found to be 
very interesting and satisfactory. 

Your Committee thought it of a pa- 
ramount importance to inquire whe- 
ther the result of emigration on an ex- 
tended scale, carried into effect from 
year to year by fresh exportations of 
emigrants, would not involve a mate- 
rial diminution of the expense incur- 
red in each successive year, with re- 
ference to the numbers emigrating : 
and whether, in point of fact, a well- 


orgauizied system of emigration once 
establislied, would uot carry itself on 
without extraneous assistance, or at 
least with assistance reduced to a very 
small amount, as compared with its 
original amount. Their inquiries, 
therefore, have been esjpccially direct- 
ed to this point ; and it will lie found 
that the general tenor of the evidence 
is in favour of the probability of a ma- 
terial diminution of expense in each 
successive year. 

Your Committee lieing fully aware 
that one popular objection which is 
continually offered to any system of 
emigration on an extended scale, is 
the argument, that the benefit would 
be only temporary, and that the tem- 
porary vacuum would Ixi rapidly filled 
up, felt it ncc^essary to direct their in- 
quiries to the consideration of such 
collateral measures, both of a legisla- 
tive and of a practical nature, as 
might be calculated to repress, if not 
to prevent, that tendency ; they have 
therefore pursued their inquiries very 
extensively, and have been fortunate 
enough to collect very valuable evi- 
dence on this branch of the subject. 

Your Committee were also aware 
that a popular objection exists to emi- 
gration, on the ground, that the num- 
bers to be taken away for the purpose 
of producing any benefit, must be ne- 
cessarily so great as to prevent tlie 
possibility of any practical measure 
sufficient for the purpose. Your Com- 
mittee therefore (^vitliout exj»ressiijg 
any opinion whatever on this j)oint) 
have directed their inquiries to this in 
vesti^tion, as comprising an element 
of primary importance in the consi- 
deration of emigration as a national 
measure. 

This part of the subject may lie il- 
lustratecl by the following hypotheti- 
cal statement. If a district be admit- 
ted to require only nine hundn^l la- 
bourers for its adec|uatc cultivation, 
and if a thousand arc found to exist 
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tberc> who are all more or less em* 
ployed, it is evident, whether the case 
be supposed to .happen in England or 
in Ireland, that the fund for the re- 
muneration of labour in that district 
is divideil among a thousand iilSstead 
of nine hundred persons; the conse- 
quence may and probably will be, that 
the whole one thousand will receive 
less than would be adequate to sup- 
port them, and that 'they may all pre- 
sent an appearance of want and des- 
titution ; but if one hundred labour- 
ers Im* removed from this district, and 
hy that operation the supply of la- 
bour be proportioned to the real dc- 
m^uid, the wages of labour will neces- 
sarily rise, and the condition of the 
remaining nine hundred may be ma- 
terially improved ; and what is of more 
importance, the actual work executed 
by those nine hundred labourers, in 
their improved condition, may and 
will be equal, if not superior, to that 
which was executed by the whole one 
thousand in their state of comparative- 
ly unremunerated service. In illus- 
tration of this subject, reference also 
may be made to the report, printed in 
1824 , of the select committee appoint- 
ed to inquire into the practice which 
prevails in some parts of the country, 
of paying the wages of labour out of 
the poor-rates, &c. 

Your Committee observed in the 
reports of the committee appointed in 
1817, and 1819, to consider of the 
poor laws, that a strong opinion was 
expressed as to an extension, unlicen- 
sed by actual law, of the relief afford- 
ed to able-bodied paupers, under which 
much of the evils incident to the f)oor 
law system have been considered to 
arise ; and they thought it would be 
cx]>edient to inquire in what manner 
and to what degree a well-or^nized 
system of emigration from England 
would facilitate the appropriation of 
the poor-rates according to their ori- 
ginal aiqdicatiou, as contended for hy 


thosecommittees; and how far it might 
be ibund practicable to mortga^ the 
|K)or-rates for tW purpose of relieving 
the pafi^^s from their superabund- 
ant ^population.* They have therefore 
mjoe particular inquiries on these 
pmnts ; and here they have again to 
revert to the valuable evidence of Mr 
Hodges, who has shown that volun- 
tary efforts have already been made 
for this special purpose ; that within 
his knowledge, parishes have fiimish- 
e<l money from the poor-rates for the 
purpose of facilitating emigration ; and 
that the emigrants, availing them- 
selves of those facilities, had proceeded 
to the United States of America. 
Your Committee presume that it 
would be unnecessary to argue in fa* 
vour of any determination of emigrants 
to our own colonics, provided it can 
be shown tliat the expense necessary 
to be incurred will not be so great as 
that which is necessary in their remo* 
val to the United States. 

An application was made to your 
Committee by the Colombian Agri- 
cultural Association, with reference 
to the subject of receiving emigrants 
<»n the lands located to them in Co- 
lombia ; and your Committee beg to 
refer to the evidence of Sir II. Wilson 
upon this point. 

Your Committee beg also to inform 
the House, that during the course of 
their investigation, they received an 
application from Mr Chambers, a po- 
lice magistrate, requesting to be ex- 
amined upon the subject of that nume- 
rous class of persons in the metropolis 
cbielly under age, who being thrown 
upon the streets in perfect destitution 
soon resort to crimes for their sup* 
port* A class so numerous, and whose 
case is so lamentable, deserves the at- 
tention of Parliament as one of those 
special cases which must be either left 
to the benevolence of charitable insti- 
tutions, or of Parliament, to supply 
those funds for the first period of erni- 
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^ration, wbicli :(as already explained) 
the Committee are disposed to recom- 
mend should be fu^ls^slied by the in- 
dividuals specially?linefll^4)y the 
removal of the emi^^nts. ^ 

They would also be^ to refer ^Ihe 
evidence of Mr Bodkin, the secrerary 
of the Mendicity Society upon this 
subject. 

It will be observed from the exam- 
ination of tlie evidence, that in the 
event of any general measure of emi- 
gration being carried into effect, it 
has been suggested to the Committee, 
that’scveral legislative measures might, 
under certain modifications, be intro- 
duced as auxiliaries to the object; 
such, for example, as to enable parish- 
es in England to mortgage their poor- 
rates for the purpose of forming a fund 
for the emigration of their p()or ; to 
enable tenants for life in Ireland and 
Scotland to change their estates for 
that object ; to enable parishes in Ire- 
land and Scotland to effect a similar 
change, subject to the consent of 
some definite pro])ortion of* the con- 
tributors ; to provide some means for 
regulating the erection of cottages in 
those agricultural parishes Mdierc rates 


may be mortgaged for the purposes of 
emigration ; to establish a board of 
emigration, with protectors of emi- 
g^nts; to hold a lien on the lands al- 
lo^d^to the einigrjints as a security 
until^the original debt be l:<|nidatecl, 
such lien to be in the nature of a land 
tax, redeemable at any time at a cer- 
tain rate of redemption ; to legalize 
apprenticeships, in no (!H«i to exceeil 
seven years, during which one-fourth 
of the wages received by the ajipren- 
tioe should be set apart by the master 
in liquidation of the expense incurred 
in the transport of the emigrant, such 
apprenticeships only to continue until 
that expense shall have been liquida- 
ted, ai»d after that period the appren- 
tice be entirely free. 

Your Committee beg finally to ex- 
press tbeir decided conviction, that 
the circulation of their report, and of 
the minutes of evidence, tliroughout 
the United Kingdom and the colonies, 
will enable any future committee to 
resume the subject, with the means of 
proposing measures sufficiently defi- 
nite to justify their recommendation 
of tlicm to the House for its adoption 
26 t/i Mai/ 
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Cask op thk Comet, 

High Court op Justiciary* 

Bill of Syspvnsion for Duncan 
M‘hincs» 

Dec. 28 , 

This day tlic Court met «ooii after 
nine oVluckj aiul this case having beeu 
i'alle({. 

The Lord Advocate stated, that he 
was about to save tlic Court some 
trouble, by at once acknowledging that 
he did consiilcr the ]>roceedings in this 
case liable to an objection of a techni-' 
cal nature, as touching the mode of 
making up the Record, which would 
render it, in liis opinion, not fitting for 
the jiublic prosecutor to insist for a 
maintenance of the sentence against 
the prisoner. The libel set forth in the 
major projiosition two crimes — the one 
culpable homicide — the other negligent 
stijcring of a steam-boat, by which liv es 

VOL. XIX. TART III. 


wore lost. Though these crimes were 
nearly of the same nature, yet the 
Prosecutor having set them tbrth as 
separate crimes, was bound to hold 
them as such ; — and the indictment 
proceeded to say, not that tlie pursuers 
were guilty of the said crimes, or one 
or other of them, hut that they vi^ere 
guilty of the said crime, actors, or art 
and part f thus leaving it uncertain 
which of tlie tw(» crimes so set forth 
the Pro.secutor meant to charge them 
with. The experience of the Court 
made them inclined to adopt this 
course, that its only effect would be to 
relieve the prisoner of a part of the 
confinement to which he had been sen- 
tenced ; and considering what this in- 
dividual had personally suffered, from 
the danger to which his life had been 
exposed, in consequem^c of the negli- 
gence of which he had been guilty, and 
the feelings which he must ever expe- 
rience from the loss of the valuable lives 
which occurred on that occasion, j>er- 
liaps there wais not much reason to rc- 

F 
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^ret that he did not sulFer a longer 
imprisonment. With respect, however, 
to the two great objecte of the , trial — 
the one, the laying b?rore Ae^public 
the whole circumstance^ connected 
with that melancholy catastrophe, Itod 
showing distinctly where the blame 
lay— the other, the fixing the law, and 
certifying to persons concerned in the 
management of steam-boats, that those 
guilty of negligence would suffer pu- 
nishment at the bar of a criminal court, 
these vrould stand untouched by the 
jU'esent proceeding, and would have 
the same salutary effects to the coun- 
try, as if this prisoner liad remained in 
jail for the >i'hole ])eriod prescribed in 
the sentence against him. His Lord- 
ship then desired to be understood as 
iii nowise admitting the validity of 
certain objections brought forward by 
the prisoner unconnected with the ma- 
king up of the record. 

Mr Cockburn then rose, and obser- 
l ed, that as, from the course adopted 
by the Lord Advocate, there M^as now 
no case l»efore the court, it there- 
fore unnecessary to go into the merits 
of the case. As to the points his Lord- 
ship had not deemed it necessary to 
refer to, he (Mr Cockburn) was afraid 
there were grounds for a great deal 
more being said than either tlie Lord 
Advocate or the Court anticipated ; 
but tliere was now Jio occasion to go 
into that part of the case cither. The 
learned gentleman warmly acknowled- 
ged the fairness and liberality tliat had 
distinguislied the (•(mdiict of his Lord- 
shi[), wliicli, he observed, had conti- 
nued from the comnicticemeiit of the 
case dou n t(> the jueseiit moment. 

I.ord Gillies, and the Lord Justice 
Clerk, highly ap))roved of the candid 
course now adopted by the Lord Advo- 
cate. 

The fiillowing judgment was then 
rea<l hy the Clerk of Court : — 

I1ic Lord Justice Cleik and Lords 
f ommissionei's of Justiciary, having 


considered the foregoing bill of suspen- 
sion and liberation, and whiit is above 
represented in regard to the mode in 
whielhythc record was made up, in re- 
speci^lWit the Lord Advocate does not 
insist pn maintaining the sentence of 
the Judge Admiral, suspend the sen- 
tence, complained of, ximpliciter, and 
grant warrant to, and ordain, the Ma- 
gistrates of Edinburgh, and keepers of 
their tolbooth, to ‘set the said Duncan 
M^Innes at liberty. 

High Court op Justiciary. 

fob. 14. 

Yesterday, William Pollock was 
accused of murdering, on the even- 
ing of the 11th Nov. last. Arm llen- 
nie, his wife, in his own house in 
Gifford*s Park, near Edinburgh, by 
giving her a stab in the lower ])art of 
the body, with a knife or some lethal 
weapon, in consecjucncc of which she 
died shortly after. The circuinstaiices 
of this case, though of a peculiarly in- 
teresting nature, cannot with proprie- 
ty be published. They n»ay, however, 
be shortly stated thus — Pollock and the 
deceased had been married for upwiu-ds 
of twenty years; and had four chil- 
dren in life and one dead. For a con- 
siderable time ]>ast they had lived on 
the worst terms — the w ife being mucii 
addicted to drinking, and while in a 
state of intoxication exceedingly quar- 
relsome ; consequently brawls fretjuent- 
ly occurred in the house, and Mrs P. 
w as on some of these occasions struck. 
On the night previous to her decease, 
Mrs Pollock amKiared melancholy, and 
said she w^oulil rather sleep in a stair 
than go home, she w as so much afraid 
of her husband. She did, how'ever, 
venture home, much the worse of li- 
quor. About midnight the panel (rail- 
ed a neighbour (Mrs Leishman) to 
come and see his wifi;, tlien dead. This 
w ituess described tlie situation of the 
body and appearances of the room with 
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jirairacy and minuteness her evi- 
dence was fully corroborated. To Mrs 
LcMsliman the .panel stated that his 
wife had died in consequence of the 
rupture of a blood vessel. A child of 
live years of age, however, said, at the 
time, “ Daddy kicked and hurted 
niy mammy;” upon which Pfdlock 
tJin^ateiied the boy, who liecame afraid. 
Pollock, at the desire of Mrs Leishman, 
went for Dr White ; and while on his 
way to his own house, he stated to 
that gentleman tliat he thougljt* his 
uifo’s death was occasioned by her up- 
M'tting a table on which had been some 
earthenware, and then falling on the 
IVagments on the door ; but at tlie pe- 
riod of this conversation it was not as- 
ctTtained tlie deceased had been w^ound- 
cd at all. Dr White examined the 
body for nearly twenty minutes befort^ 
he discovered the wound, which he 
i-^aid must have been inflicted by a 
sharp instrument, and cemid not be 
received in a fall. 'J’hc evidence and 
conclusions of Dr White were fully 
l»ornc out by Mr Newbigging and Mr 
i>lack of the police establishment, all 
c(ni( urring that tluj death could not by 
[possibility have happened by the hand 
of the deceased herself, nor from acci- 
tleiit. All attempt was made on the 
part of Pollock to make ouj that the 
deceased, from her disposition, might 
have received the wound from some 
[person with whom she had quarrelled, 
riio jury were addressed wdth much 
feeling by the Lord Advocate, and by 
Adam Paterson, Es<p in a speech of 
lupiisiderablc ingenuity and talent, for 
Hie panel. The Lord Justice Clerk 
then delivered an impressive charge to 
the jury, who, without leaving the 
box, unanimously found the prisoner 
guilty. Sentence was delayed till this 
day at two o'clock. 

An interesting, though distressing 
sc(*ne, occurred iu the course of this 
trial. A blind girl, a daughter of the 
panel, was placed in the witness' box. 


but declined to take the oath till she 
waS informed of wlnit she was to swear 
to. She then stated she did not wish 
to give evidence, or words to that ef- 
fect, but subsequently said she would 
tell the truth. Her feelings, however, 
rendered her so agitated, that it was 
found necessary to remove lier out of 
Court. 

This day the Court met at two 
o'clock, agreeably to adjournment ; 
present, the I..ord Justice Clerk, and 
Lords Pitmilly and McKenzie, when 
the panel was again placed at the 
bar, and the verdict of the Jury having 
been read over, the Lfprd Advocate 
moved the judgment of the Court. 

Lord Pitmilly. This was a case of 
the deepest species of atroenty, so 
much so, indeed, that during the pro- 
c^eedings of the previous day he had 
doubted whether it were possible that 
the panel could be guilty of such a 
horrible crime ; but the proof which 
had l>een adduced, aud the unanimous 
verdict of the respectable and intelli- 
gent jul*y, his Lordship was siprry to 
say, had completely satisfied his mind 
of the |uilt of the unfortunate man at 
the bavr Huj Lordship concluded by 
proposing that the prisoner should suf- 
fer the last [penalty of the law. 

Lord M‘Kenzie shortly concurred 

The Lord Justice Clerk then ad- 
dressed the panel. You were yester- 
day, said his Lordship, arraigned ajt 
this bar upon one of the most horrible 
charges that could be exhibited against 
any human being, and after the most 
anxious investigation you have been 
found guilty of the awful crime of 
taking aw’^ay the life of the wife of 
your bosom, under circumstances of 
atrocity revolting to human nature. 
His Lordship then alluded to the cir- 
cumstances as proved in evidence, of 
the dissipated habits of the deceased 
and the depravity of her conduct ; but 
this depravity his Lordship much fear- 
ed was in a great measure to be attri- 
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buted to the ill treatment she had re- 
ceived from the panel, whose urfgo- 
vernable temper had frequently led 
him to administer chastisement wdth 
extreme cruelty. His Lordship cau- 
tioned the prisoner against entertain- 
ing the slightest hope of mercy, urged 
him to look no longer to the affairs of 
tliis world, but to prepare for the awful 
change that awaited him. The sen- 
tence of the Court was tlien read, ad- 
judging the panel to be carried bach 
to the jail, there to be fed on bread 
and water till Wednesday the 22d day 
of March next, and on that day, be- 
tween the hours of eight and ten 
o’clock, to be executed on the common 
gibbet to be erected in the Lawn Mar- 
ket, and his body thereafter to Ihj given 
over to Dr Munro for dissection. 


Jury Court. 

Brown r. the ExeculorH of the htc 
Du he of duecnsherrij. 

This was an actiem of damages 
brought by Mr Brown, tenant of Dal- 
pedder, for recovering damages from 
the executorsof the late William, Duke 
of Queensberry, for the loss occasion- 
ed by the reduction and removal from 
a lease which he held from Duke Wil- 
liam, six years before its expiry. 

The claim made on behalf of the 
pursuer w as — 

1st, For the profits which the farm 
would have yielded for the last six 
years of his lease, and of which he was 
deprived by the decree of reduction ; 
and, 

2dJy, For the loss occasioned by his 
being obliged to sell his stock at Whit- 
sunday 1822, at wdiich time the prices 
of farm produce and stock were unu- 
sually low. 

In order to prove the loss under the 
first head, he adduced several wit- 
nesses to prove the rent at which the 
farm could have been subset at Whit- 
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Sunday 1822, and also its gross pro- 
duce, after deducting interest on the 
capital employed, and the expenses of 
management. 

The average of rent at which it 
would have subset was proved to be 
about 200/., and the net produce, af- 
ter deducting expenses, was proved to 
average about 270/. 

In charging the Jury, the Lord 
Chief Commissioner left it to the Jury 
either to adopt the net produce, or 
the* subrent wdiich had been proved, as 
the rule for fixing the damages on Ibis 
head ; but recommended the subrent 
as the more certain criteriim. And 
this vfew of the case gave rise to a 
very important point, viz. Whetlier 
any or wJ/at sum should be allowed, 
over and above the proved subrent, as 
profit to the tenant, of wdiich he was 
defrauded by the loss of his lease. His 
Lordship observed that the determi- 
nation of this question depended upon 
circumstances. In this particular case, 
the tenant was an old man, and either 
from his age or other causes, Imd not 
got another farm, and w^as deprived of 
an opportunity of employing his skill 
and capital in the profession to which 
he had been bred ; and he was there- 
fore entitled to some compensation, 
over and above the rent at wdiicli 
the farm could have been let, for the 
loss and disajqiointment occasioned by 
liis being deprived of bis lease six 
years Ijeforc its natural expiry ; at 
same time, he did not think this claim 
could be maintained for the whole pe- 
riod of six years, and that it was a 
<juestion for the Jury to determine, 
wdiat was a fair indemnification to the 
tenant in the circumstances of the 
case. 

With regard to the second point, he 
considered that the claim for the loss 
from the sale of stock, w as well-found- 
ed ; and it the lease w^ere now' expi- 
red, as was the <‘ase in some other 
quchtions of a similar nature that had 
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recently occurred, the difference Ik?- 
twixt the prices at Whitsunday 1822, 
and the prices at the present time, 
might be held as a rule for ascertain- 
ing the damage. But as the lease in 
this case did not expire till Whitsun- 
day 1828, it was difficult to ascertain 
with any certainty, what that differ- 
ence might be at Whitsunday 1828. 
The Jury had heard the opinions of 
the different witnesses on this point, 
and could only come to a conclusion as 
to the amount of damage claimed, from 
the iinjiression which that evidence 
had made upon them. 

The damages awarded under the 
first head, was the sum of 200/. annu- 
ally, proved as the rent at winch the 
lands could have been subset, after de- 
ducting G7/- as the rent payable to the 
Duke, and 172/. farther, on account 
of the loss of jirofit, &c. 

The damages proved for the loss of 
the sale of stock, on the footing that " 
the present prices were to continue 
till Whitsunday 1828, at, or nearly 
the present rates, was about 800/. and 
the Jury awarded 250/. 

Damagesou thcivhole 1220/. Coun- 
sel for the ]»ursuer, Messrs Moncrieff 
and Whigham, Alex. Goldie, W.S. 
agent. 

Counsel for the defenders, Messrs 
Murray, Jeffrey, Cock bur n,^ind Keay; 
Laniont and Newton, W.S., agents. 

Jury Court. 

Dr */. Hamlltmiy juiu v. Dr Hope, 
March 27. 

The Court met to try an action of 
damages at the instance of Dr Hamil- 
ton, Professor of Midwifery in the 
University of Edinburgh, against Dr 
Hope, Professor of Chemistry in the 
same U niversity, for defamation. From 
the high respectability of the parties, 
the case excited great interest, and the 
Court-room was crowded to excess.-— 
I'lie damrijxes \v“rc laid at 5000/, 


The substaiH'e (»f the first i^suc was 
—Whether, in the month of April, 
1825, at a meeting of the Senatus of 
the University, in the presence and 
hearing of the Professors, the defender 
did impute intended falsehood to the 
pursuer. 

I'he substance of the second and 
third issues was — Whether a memo- 
rial and petition, presented by the ])ur- 
suer to tlie Magistrates of Edinburgh, 
the patrons of the University, in Ja- 
nuary 1824, craving that the gradu- 
atesof the College of Edinburgh should 
be required to learn the treatment of 
the diseases of w^omen and children, 
and that the Professor of MidMufery 
should be admitted a member of the 
Medical Faculty, and exercise all the 
powers and privileges with regard to 
graduation, which other members of 
the Faculty possess, contained the fol- 
lowing words, or words to the follow- 
ing <*ffect, viz. WliiJe the memori- 
alist (pursuer) can ]>rove, that the pre- 
sent Professor of Chemistry does not 
teach the })rocess of Pharmacy, nor the 
making of (du^mical })reparations for 
the apothecaries' shops, he is ready to 
hear testimony, in common with the 
public at large, to the great value of 
Dr Hope's services as a Professor in 
the College of Edinburgh, and to ex- 
press his conviction, that liis admira- 
ble and scientific course must be of the 
highest interest to every pliysician. 
It is well known that this has never 
been attempted, and that thij Profes- 
sor of the Practice of Physic for the 
last half century has confined Irimself 
to a description of the diseases most 
commonly met with, such as fever, 
general inflammatory affections, ^c. ; 
at any rate, the memorialist positively 
asserts, that, within his recollection, 
the Professor of the Practice of Physic 
lias not entered into any details respect- 
ing the diseases of women and cliiltlreii, 
and for the plain reason, that the other 
subjects of his lecture filled up all 
ihe time of bis course. J'hat he (H»e 
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pursuer) was induced to nuike tins 
iiiiproveinent on the plan of his pre* 
decessors, because he found that nei- 
ther the Professor of the Practice of 
Physic, nor any of the other Profes-* 
sors constituting the Medical Faculty, 
treated of such diseases. If the ho- 
nourable patrons feel any difficulty in 
assenting to this latter proposition, 
they are referred to the bills of mor- 
tality of London. Thus, in the year 
1820, (the last account to which the 
memorialist has had access,') of nine- 
teen thousand three hundred and 
forty-eight deaths during that year, 
eight thousand three hundred and fifty 
were under ten years of age, and of 
that number seven hundred and twen- 
ty-fire were still-born. Of the remain- 
der, viz. seven thousand six hundred 
and twenty-five, three thousand five 
hundred and seventy-seven are alleged 
to have died of convulsions and teeth- 
ing. Hence it must l)c evident, that 
nearly one-half of the children under 
ten years of age, who died in the year 
1820, in London, were afflicted with 
diseases, on which no infornfation is 
given to the medical students of Edin- 
burgh, by those Professors who style 
themselves the Medical Faculty. Be 
the reasons of the Medical Facuilty 
what tliey may, the members of the 
Faculty cannot deny that the diseases 
of women and children form a necessa- 
ry part of the education of every me- 
dical man. It is, moreover, impossible 
for them to allege, that any one of 
their number does teach those subjects, 
and it would not be a little extraordi- 
nary, if, after their former attempt, 
they should pretend to be unwilling to 
burden the students with the addition- 
al exper ^e. That no man can now 
practise physic with safety to the pub- 
lic, without a knowledge of the disea- 
ses of women and children, and that 
none of the meml>ers of the Medical 
Faculty, as presently constituted, do 
teach that knowledge.” And whether 


the wliole or any part of the al>ove 
averments were known to the pursuer 
to be false at the time he presented 
the memorial to the Magistrates. 

Mr H. Cockburn opened the case 
for the pursuer in a speech of great 
length, in which he strongly pointed 
out to the Jury the deep injury likely 
to be sustained by his client from ha- 
ving Ijeen stigmatized by the defendei 
at a meeting of the Seiiatus of th(' 
University of Edinhurgli as an utterer 
of wilful falsehood, an assertion made 
in tSie absence of the pursuer ; no ex- 
pression of regret liad been ma<le by 
the <lefender for the imputation, wbo, 
on the contrary, said the learned gen- 
tleman now stoo<l up before a jury of 
liis country, and justified the expres- 
sions he had made, with the view of 
extinguishing the pursuer, arid ren- 
dering him infamous for ever. In con- 
clusion, he observed, that the question 
' for the jury was not as to the amount 
of damages, but that by their verdi(*t 
they should mark their disapprobation 
of the conduct of the defender. 

A number of witnesses were them 
examined by the pursner, among whom 
were Professors Bell, Napier, Sir W. 
Hamilton, Bart. Coventry, and Rus- 
sel, who successively proved that tin* 
expression iniput(‘d to tlic defender 
M71S utte^^cd by him at the time and 
place set forth in the issues ; the above- 
mentioned gentlemen also gave it as 
tlicir opinion that the facts stated in 
the pursuer's memorial to the patrons 
of the University, did not call for the 
epithets that liad been applied to him. 
Mr William Wood, surgeon, who had 
examined the MS. of the memorial, 
and marked some alterations, also ex- 
pressed a similar opinion. 

The Solicitor-General opened the 
case for the defender in a speech whicli 
occupied nearly four hours, in course 
of w'hich, he stat(‘(l that his client 
could not have Ix'en actuated by ma- 
lice, but was repelling an injuriou^^ 



CHUONICLE. 


Chap. 

attack made on Ids character by the 
pursuer, in a memorial to the patrons 
of the University, of which he admit- 
ted having printed 200 copies, and 
that its circulation was not confined to 
the patrons and Professors of the Uni- 
versity. 

Principal Baird, Professor Dunbar, 
Dr Alison, Dr Fife, Dr Anderson, 
Itcv. Dr William Ritcliic, Dr Home, 
Dr Mackintosh, Dr Cullen, and Mr 
Dickson, were then called for the de- 
fender, whose evidence went to prove 
that Dr Hope exhibited the diffcient 
processes of chemical pharmacy in his 
class, according to the three different 
Pharmacopoeias of Edinburgh, Lon- 
don, and Dublin, taking that of Edin- 
burgh for his text-book, and that that 
part of his course formed a most im- 
portant branch of medical study. Se- 
veral of the witnesses also proved that 
the lat^ Dr Gregory and Dr Home 
treated of the most important of the 
diseases incidental to women and chil- 
dren, the negative of which had been 
asserted by the pursuer in his memo- 
rial ; one of the witnesses (Dr Mackin- 
tosh) who liad attended Dr Hamilton's 
class for three courses, and was not 
sure but he had attended a fourth 
course, said he had recen ed more in- 
formation from Dr Gregory on the 
subject of those diseases than he had 
from Dr Hamilton. * 

A great mass of documentary evi- 
dence was put in, whicli closed the 
case for the defender. 

Mr Jeffrey replied for the pursuer 
in a very ])owerful speech. The Lord 
Chief Commissioner summed up the 
evidence to the jury with his usual 
perspicuity. At the close of his cliarge, 
his Lordship observed, that as tlie act 
did not require that a Aill Court should 
sit to receive the verdict, he should 
retire, having left a sick-bed to attend 
his duty on the present occasion. The 
jury retired at a quarter before two 
oVlocli yesterday mcu'iiing, and, after 


n; 

an hour's consultation, returned a ver- 
dict for the pursuer— Damages L.500. 

• 

Court op Session — First Divi- 
sion. 

His Majesh/s Printers v. the Bible 
Society. 

May 12. 

Lord Hermand wondered that the 
Bible Society made such an attack on 
vested rights. From the nature of 
his office, the King was head of tlie 
Church as well as of the State, and 
the foundation of tliis riglit lay deeper 
than that noticed in the Confession of 
Faith ; it was one of the brightest 
jewels of the Crown, and God forbid it 
should ever be deprived of it. The 
translation of the Bible by King James 
was received in Scotland as well as in 
England —it was by the King's autho- 
rity that it was ])riiitcd and publish- 
ed, and therefore he was of opinion 
that no one could exercise such rights 
but by the King's permission. 

Lord Craigie was clearly of opinion 
tljat the King's printer had the sole 
and exclusive right of publishing Bi- 
bles in Scotland, and referred to seve- 
ral acts of Parliament in support of 
his opinion. It M^as a right sanction- 
ed by use, and it was according to the 
law and constitution of Scotland, that 
the King had the power of printing 
Bibles, as he had of printing acts of 
Parliament. 

I.ord Balgray considered this to be 
solely a case of law. He did not look 
upon the exercise of the riglit by the 
first magistrate in the state as a mo- 
nopoly ; it was merely a great and im- 
portant trust confided to him, and it 
was placed in liis baud by the common 
law, the good honest common law, and 
the statute law of Scotland. The King 
of Scotland was the head of tlie Chiirt h, 
and it was agreeable to our law, lhal 
he should be supported in ibai olfice. 
He was tb»' successor to all bishops. 
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an<l is tlie patron of all cluirclies tliat 
are vacant. Although the General 
Assembly might meet and pray, 
never proceeded to business without 
his Majesty’s Commissioner being pre- 
sent. The purity of the Scxiptures w as 
of paramount importanec^ and had 
been w^atched strictly by the church. 
From lOf^O to the present time, they 
uniformly find the General Assembly 
giving instructions to their commis- 
sions to apply to the civil power to 
watch over the purity of the sacked 
writings. It appears by several deci- 
sions of the Court of Session on cases 
similar to the present, concerning the 
printing and publishing the Scriptures, 
that the questions were uniformly deci- 
ded in favour of the royal prerogative. 
He had no doubt that the prerogative 
of the crown extendL; to Bibles of every 
description, to tlie Hebrew, the Greek, 
the Latin, and the Gaelic, as well as 
to the English Bible. With r(*gard to 
the patent, the terms of it are very 
general ; it secured all rights and pri- 
vileges belonging to their predecessors, 
in so far as they did not infr[nge the 
articles of Union. He was decidedly of 
opinion that the suspenders, possess- 
ing the royal patent, had the sole 
power and privilege of publishing the 
sacred writings. 

Lord Gillies thought that the King 
was in no sense of tlie term head of 
the Church in Scotland — he could pre- 
scribe no form of prayer, nor could he 
alter the Confession of Faith. The 
translation of the Bible in common use 
is the authorized translation of the 
Chun^h of England. There the King, 
as supreme head of the Church, has 
the power of granting privileges for 
printing and publishing the Bible* If 
the King has authorized the transla- 
tion, then he has the power ; but if he 
has not authorized the translation^', 
then it might he a question whether 
he has the power of granting rights 
for publishing. The right of printing, 
it ivas said, is founded on use and wont. 


and, therefore, by this view, the extent 
of tlie prerogative must depend on the 
extent of the usage. The King un- 
doubtedly at one time was the head of 
the Church in Scotland, but the case 
was altered at the Revolution. With 
regard to the patent right of the sus- 
j)emlers, he conceived that it only ex- 
tended to the right of printing, not 
to the preventing the importation ol 
Bibles from England. 

The Lord President thought that 
the King, althougli not the head ot 
the. Church, had tlie right and power 
over Scotland in regard to the accura- 
cy of the sacred Scriptures- In ICng- 
land the King was the head of the 
church, and ctnild order all things re- 
lative to the management of that body ; 
but while he exercised that power, he 
could grant no ]>atent, and it was un- 
der a patent of the Great Seal that 
the King’s printer was appointed. 
With regard to the question bmre llu^ 
Court, the translation of the Bilile 
now in use was that of King James ; 
but liad it l>een proclaimed by autho- 
rity as the only one to be adopted, it 
would liave been resisted by all the 
sects then in England ; but he wisely 
left it to find its own way, and its in- 
trinsic merit had obtained it general 
circulation. His lordship here gave 
a long and interesting historical ae- 
i ount of tlie diflTerent translations of 
the Bible, and took notice of the gross 
errors in almost all tlie English edi- 
tions, even in those lately printed. He 
considered the Bible printed in Edin- 
burgh the njost accurate of any ever 
issued from the press. The Crown, if 
it chose, might not grant a ri^ht to 
Scotland to print the Bible, but it was 
bound to provide the j)eoplc with the 
Sacred Scriptures. 

Mr Craristoun begged to observe, 
that the interdict complained of inclu- 
ded Bibles, Testaments, Psalm Books, 
Books of Common Prayer, Catechisms, 
larger and shorter, and Confession of 
Faith. He wished to kn^v if the in- 
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tenlict was still meant to Ikj in force 
against all these books. 

Mr Jardine^ on the part of the 
King's printers, said the interdict 
would be in force against all of them. 
With regard to the Book of Common 
Prayer, the interdict would remain in 
slain quo. 

Mr Cranstoun also wished to know, 
as it was of importance to his clients, 
whether the interdict also extended 
to all Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and Gae- 
lic Bibles. 

The patent right of the suspewders 
Wiis read, and it only granted the ex- 
clusive privilege of printing all Bibles, 
See* in the English language. 

Juny Court. 

Damages. — James Greig, writer in 

Lerwick^ v. Arthur EdmonsUm^ phy- 
sician in Lerwick. 

Kdinbur{>b, June 7* 

Wednesday, this case, which has ex- 
cited great interest in the, Shetland 
Isles, came on before the Lord Chief 
Commissioner and a resp(*ctable jury. 
The following are the prineijml portions 
of the issues : — 

It being admitted that the purauer is 
procurator- fiscal of the Sheriff-court of 
Zetland, and was so during the year 
1822 : It l)eing also admitted that, in 
the year 1828, the defender printed 
and published a letter addressed to Sir 
William Rae, Baronet, Lord A<lvocate 
of Scotland : It being also admitted 
that the words and names wdiich arc 
herein after set out, or words to that 
effect, are contained in the said letter : 
Whether the said names and words 
were used, and were intended to be 
understood, in the sense, and according 
to the meaning, herein after set forth, 
viz : — My Lord, as the acknowledged 
organ of Government, and tlic director 
of its h»gal proceedings for Scotland, I 


addressed to you an official letter in 
August 1821, respecting the conduct 
of ‘Mr James Greig, procurator-fiscal 
for the Islands of Zetland. In that 
communicatibn, 1 pointed out to you 
the capricious and criminal proceedings 
of Mr Greig as the local guardian and 
asserter of the Crown rights, and I sup- 
ported my allegations by necessary do- 
cuments. Not contented with desert- 
ing the obvious interests of liis confiden- 
tial public employers, when his sejrvices 
in their cause were most needed, he 
countenances his private client in the 
commission of a crime to destroy the 
rights of the former, wliich, considering 
the relative responsibility of the parties 
concerned in it, might have subjected 
both to transportation beyoiul seas. In 
one woid, the guardian of the public 
rights countenances and concurs with 
the kee])er of the public records in ef- 
fecting a forgery in a crown charter I Nir 
milk and water sopbistiy can dilute* the 
strength of this plain reasoning, soften 
down the unchangeable fa<‘ts on which 
it is founded, or enable Mr (ireig to 
evade the indelible reproach which this 
disclosure must entail on his memory. 
1 could mention many instances wdiere 
notorious delinquents have been per- 
mitted to escape, and thos(; guilty of 
trivial im[)roprieti(j8 hav(* been trie(i by 
special juries ; where streets have been 
narrowed, and even nuisances allowed 
to he erected, to favour the views of 
particular persons. Such a combina- 
tion of power, and such a use of it, has 
had a most pernicious effect on the mo- 
ral character of all classes which come 
within the vortex of its capricious and 
devouring influence. Illegally withheld 
from their just share of Parliamentary 
representation — subjected to the incon- 
sistent pai’tiality of a time-serving attor- 
ney, who, in his capacity of judge, may, 
from the very nature and multiplicity 
of bis offices, he supposed to have a 
personal interest in many of the deci- 
sions which he gives — to tlie distrain- 
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inga of a wide-raping tax-gatherer, 
and deprived of the benefit of appeal to 
any tribunal from which redress could 
be obtained, unless at an expense not 
to be encountered, the lower classes of 
people, more especially in this country, 
view superiority of rank with inextin- 
guishable envy and hatred, for the 
influence which the laws have conferre<l 
on some individuals for the good of all, 
becomes to them a source of misery 
and oppression. It remains now to be 
seen what portion of grace is to he 
dealt out to Mr Greig among others, 
for he paid one thousand pounds lately 
for one of those marine dwellings, built 
on the property of which the crown is 
unlimited proprietor, and which dwel- 
ling is the one best adapted for smug- 
gling of them all." 

And whether the whole or any part 
of the said words are of and concern- 
ing the pursuer, and were used and in- 
tended to he understood in the sense 
and accordiiig to the meaning lierciii 
before set forth, and are false and ca- 
lumnious, and to the injury and damage 
of the said pursuer. 

Or whether, during the years 1811 
and 1823, and intervening years, in a 
process of advocation in the Court of 
Session, at the instance of <me John 
Morison against the pursuer, as ])rocu- 
rator-fiscal for the Zetland Islands, the 
pursuer did maintain that certain ground 
between the streets of L(?rwick and the 
sea was the property of the CJrown ; 
and whether, in violation of his duty as 
procurator-fiscal aforesaid, the pursuer 
did, during the years 1818, 1819, and 
1820, and during the dependence of 
the aforesaid process, appear in the 
sheriff-court of Zetland, as agent for 
Francis Ileddell, and did maintain that 
the said ground was the properly of the 
said Francis Heddell. — Damages laid at 
L.2000. 

Mr Cockburn having stated the case 
for tfie pursuer, a considerable number 


of documents were put in and road !>y 
the clerk. 

Mr William Reid, bookseller, Leith, 
James Maconnochie, Esq. advocate, 
Sheriff-depute of Zetland, Sir H. Jar- 
dine, Mr Youngson, W.S. and Mr Dun- 
can, Sheriff-substitute, were examined 
for the pursuer, and gave him tlie very 
highest character. 

The defender adduced no witnesses^ 
Mr J. A, Murray, in a long and elo- 
quent address, defended Dr Ednion- 
ston, and contended tliat the prinrij)al 
assertions in the letter had heeji fully 
proved by the pursuer’s own witnesses. 

The Lord Cliief Commissioner then 
went over the evidence to the jury, and 
laid down the law, as applicable to th(‘ 
case, in a remarkably distinct and per- 
spicuous manner. 

The jury then retired, an<l after being 
enclosed for a few minut(»s, returned a 
unanimous verdict for the pursuer. Da- 
mages L.300. 

Court of Sksriox — Second Divr- 

sroN. 

Stake Nets on the Sea Shore. 

Ear! of Kintorc and others r. James 
Forres of Seaton, (General Gordon 
Cinntning Skene, and others, 

„ June 9 , 

On Thursday last, this most im- 
portant case Avas decided by tin* Se- 
cond Division of the Cotirt of Session. 

The pursuers are pro]»rietors of sal- 
mon fishings mi the river Don. The 
defenders are possessed of estates, u itii 
grants of salmon fisliing from tlu‘ 
Crown, on the coast to the north of 
that river. These defenders had re- 
cently erected stake nets for catching 
salmon at their respective fishing sta- 
tions, the nearest of which stake nets 
were from one to two miles distant 
from the mouth of the river, and some 
of them were eight or ten miles dis- 
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liiiit from it. Iji coiiRcquonce of tliese 
erections tlie pursuers instituted tliis 
action, for having it found and decla- 
red, that, by the ancient statute law 
of Scotland, which is still in force, all 
such fixed machinery for catching sal- 
mon on the coast of the ocean is posi- 
tively prohibited, and ordered to be 
put down. 

I'he defenders admitted that siicb 
machinery was prohibited in the 
mouths of rivers, as was solemnly de- 
cided both in the Court of Session, and 
in the House of Lords, in the Tay 
case ; hut they contended that, of the 
whole series of statutes on this subject, 
not one could be fairly construed to 
apply to the proper ocean. 

Lord M{U!kenzie, lielbre whom the 
case was ])Ieaded, ordered informati<ms 
to the Court ; and when those papers 
came to he advised, tlicir J>ordships 
ordered a hearing in presence. F<mr 
CfUinsel were accordingly heard on 
different days last session. And on 
Thursday last, the Court j>ronoijnccd 
judgment in favour of the defenders, 
and found them entitled to expenses. 
In pronouncing this judgment, how- 
ever, their l..ordships vvere not unani- 
mous. Lords Justice (Jerk, Pitmilly, 
and Alloway, gave decided oj)inions for 
the defenders. Lord (rieiilee's ojnnion 
was in favour of the pursuerj^. 

It is understood tliat the Parliamen- 
tary Committee on the salmon fisheries 
have been awaiting the issue of this 
<!ase, in order tliat the aetual state of 
the law respecting stake nets on the 
coast might be known. No doubt the 
case may still he carried to the House 
of Lords. But from tlie dispatch with 
which business is now conducted there, 
a very short time will certainly lay it 
finally at rest. 

There are numerous other actions 
in Court, which will he regulated by 
tills leading case. 


High Court of Justiciary. 

• July 14. 

The Court met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, when Charles Lamond and John 
Smith were placed at the bar, charged 
with wilfully and maliciously shooting 
at William Stevenson and Richard 
M‘Lachlan, officers of excise, with in- 
tent to murder, or to maim, disfigiin», 
or disable them ; and also with ob- 
structing and deforcing them in the 
execution of their duty ; the first part 
of the charge being in contravention rif 
the act 6 Cxeo. IV. c. 12(5, by which 
the crime is made capital, and punish-, 
able accordingly. The prisoners plead- 
ed Not (xuilty. — William Ferguson, 
charged in the same criminal letters, 
was outlawed for not appearing. 

Mr Jeffrey (with whom was Mr C. 
M‘Doiigall) said that the prisoners liad 
no connexion with tlu^ affray ; in fact, 
that they were not present during any 
j>art of the transaction, but had no wit- 
nesses to call in support of their aver- 
ment. 

William Stevenson, officer of excise, 
stated, tliat on the 25th of April, ho 
and Richard M‘Laehlaiii proceeded to 
survey the hills of Crawthienaird and 
Lawsie, accompanied by (reorge. Ma- 
llard y, ground-officer to Mr Farquhar- 
son of Invorcauld. As they approach- 
ed the hills, they saw a hut smoking. 
When about 200 yards off it, they saw 
two men run into it, and ten or twelve 
came round it. Tlie two men fired each 
a shot. Witness's Jiarty were about 
150 yards distant when they saw the 
other men come out, some of wlioin 
had guns, and others had sticks. When 
the shots were fired they thought it 
best to retire to the road ; niiu^ men 
pursued them, fired, gave a great halloo, 
and overtook them. Witness counted 
fifteen shots before they were ovei- 
taken ; he heard the sound of tiui halls, 
and saw the ground broken by tlieni 
two or three yards before him. and 
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about eight inches from his right side. 
Heard one of tlie men say, Take aim, 

and shoot the They had dieir 

faces blackened, and some lia<l their 
coats turned. One of the men knocked 
witness down by throwing a stone at 
him, at whicli time M‘Lachlan was 
seventy or eighty yards before him. 
He observed the man particularly. 
George MTIardie lifted witness up, 
and they tra^^ellcd on a few yards, when 
three of the men came up, knocked him 
down again, and kicked him several 
times. They attempted to make for 
the road, hut the men continued to fire 
till tliey turned tliein from going in 
that direction, and told them if they 
went that road they would shoot them. 
Three men had guns, who did not come 
80 close up as the rest ; and whom he 
saw load their pieces. The road witness 
wanted to go was the nearest to Cra- 
thie kirk ; the way the men w'anted 
them to go w'iis contrary. The witness 
detailed a long-continued course of 
attacks upon him and Mr M ‘Lachlan, 
accompanied by firing, during which a 
ball passed between tlnnn wiien they 
were not more than eighteen inches 
asunder, whicli struck the road. M‘- 
Hardy went ofi' another road soon after 
tlie coinmeiKXMiient of tlio assault. The 
men kept with them for three? or four 
miles, and before leaving ihcni they 
were again knocked down and kicked. 
Both witness's name and M^Lachlaifs 
were frequently mentioned by the men 
in an opprobrious manner. Tliey went 
about a mile farther, to Ogilvie s pub- 
lic-house, where they stojit all night. 
Witness’s head was bleeding and swel- 
led, and he was bruised about the hoily. 
A medical person was sent for, but he 
was not at home. They walked home 
next day, and on Friday witness was 
bled by Dr Robertson ; he was very 
little out the day after the assault, but 
was not incapahh? of surveying from 
what had taken place. On the Rltli of 
May witness recognised Lainond among 


QCiiAe. 

a immW of other persons at Ballater as 
one of fce persons who struck him ; he 
now identified him, but could not speak 
as to Smith, wli#, however, was like one 
of the men who ran to Mr M‘Lachlan. 

Richai'd M‘Lachlan was also exa- 
mined at great length, but his evidence, 
with trifling exceyitions, consisted of de- 
tails of the treatment he received, which 
was equally brutal with that sufl'ered by 
Stevenson, during which he was asked 
if “ He was not content with what he 
got last week ?” — f Alluding to a sei- 
zuae of malt which he had made.) — He 
identified both the prisoners as two of 
the men, but neither of tln?m had guns. 
— Laiuond struck witness re])eat(‘dly ; 
he alsd received some blows from Smitli, 
but he was by no means so had as La- 
mond ; he threw stones, but did not hit 
him. 

Cross-examined. — Smitlfs coat was 
turned. It was between four and five 
o'clock when they reached Ogilvies 
inn. 

By the Court. — Larnoiul was fully 
two hours iieai’ him, and Smith about 
the same time. 

George M‘l lardy, an old man, gave 
his testimony very reluctantly, but ge- 
nerally his evidence was conoliorative 
of that of the two former. 'J’lie men, 
whose faces were so blackened that no 
one coujd know them, did nothing 
more to him than tumble him ov(?r. lie 
did not know any of tht? men on the 
hill so as to he able to swear to them. 

Cross-examined. — Knows tlie prison- 
ers quite well, but knew not if he saw 
them on the hill that day ; he did not 
hear their voices. He was so much 
afraid that he was nearly out of his 
judgment. Their families might have 
had sheep on the hills, as they had a 
right of pasture there. Witness’s party 
was a good while going up the liill, but 
a short time coming down.-— laugh,) 

Mr Andrew Robertson, surgeon, read 
his report of the injuries received by 
Messrs Stevenson and M‘Lachlan, from 
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which it appeared that the former had 
a flwelling on the side of his head about 
half the size of an egg, a large bruise on 
his side, and was bruised on the back ; 
he bled him freely on the Friday ; the 
latter was severely braised, but not so 
bad as Stevenson, 

The declarations of the prisoners 
were now read. — Lamond’s stated that 
he was engaged with his father's carts 
on the day libelled on, and Smith's 
stated that he was sure he was at home 
on that day, because he was alwayif at 
home. 

The Lord Advocate said he should 
pass from the statutory offence, and 
confine the case to assaulting and de- 
forcing. It had always been his wish 
that such rases should be disposed of 
at the Circuits, but the present one was 
of so grave a nature that he had thought 
pro])er to bring it before the High 
Court, and by speedy punishment in 
the event of a conviction, to restore 
that part of the country where the 
crimes were committed to that state of 
peace and quietness that was so desir- 
able. His Lordship, in going through 
the eviden(^e, adverted to reports that 
pnwailed, that the factors in that part 
of the country connived at illicit distil- 
lation ; he hoped it was not so, as it ap- 
peared from the evidence thjjt. the re- 
spectable factor to Mr Farquharson did 
not connive, he having sent the wit- 
ness M‘ Hardy to aid tlie officers in its 
detection. That witness he did not 
tliink had given a fair evidence, whe- 
ther from the influence of fear, or other- 
wise, lie could not jmige. 

Mr Jeffrey expressed his perfect 
agreement with the Lord Advocate in 
his condemnation of illicit distillation, 
and the evils attending it, which the 
l(»ariied gentleman reprobated in strong 
terms. He entered on a lengthened 
and most ingenious d(jfence of the pri- 
soners, against one of whom. Smith, he 
said nothing was ]>roved. Against La- 
mond he maintained that a verdict of 


condemnation could not lie returned on 
such evidence as had been adduced. 

The Lord Justice Clerk, in opening 
his charge to the Jury, expressed his 
approbation of the proper mode the 
Lord Advocate had adopted in bring- 
ing the case befoi*e a jury unconnected 
with that part of the country where the 
crimes were committed. His Lordship 
went through the evidence with his 
usual minuteness and perspicuity, and 
concluded by expressing his conviction 
that the jury would retuni such a ver- 
dict as would satisfy their consciences 
and the country. 

The jury retired for a short time, 
and returned a verdict of Guilty against 
Lamond, but the libel against Smith 
Not Proven. 

Lord Pitmilly said he had been pre- 
sent at many trials of a similar nature, 
but he never was present at a trial where 
the crime committed was so very atro- 
cious, or with such a total disregard to 
what might happen to the safety of 
those they were opposing, and what 
was worse than all, with a total dis- 
regard to all law — as if in a coun- 
try where there was no law to repress 
them, and prevent them from canyiiig 
tlieir ])urpose into effect. It was im- 
possible to allow a person convicted of 
such a crime to remain in this country, 
and the S(‘nterice he would propose was 
transportation, and that for no incon- 
siderable period. His Lordship there- 
fore proposed the punishment of trans- 
portation for fourteen years. 

Lord Meadowbanlc and Lord Allo- 
way concuiTed. 

The Lord Justice Clerk said, the 
prisoner Lamond had been convicted, 
on the most satisfactory and conclusive 
evidence. He, with other fourteen 
guilty associates, had attacked the offi- 
cers with fire-arms, in open day, and it 
was not from any design of the aimers 
that the crime of murder was not com- 
miUed, hut by the interposition of Al- 
mighty (lod; and liad death eii‘>ut(l, 
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tJio prisoner would have stood in a very 
ilifFereiit situation. His Lordship, in 
conclusion, sentenced Lamoud to four- 
teen years' transportation ; and Smith, 
after a suitable admonition, was dis- 
missed from the bar. 

High Court of Justiciary. 

July 20. 

At the sitting of the Court to-day, 
the Lord Justice Clerk stated he had 
received a letter from a student of law, 
i omplaiiiing that he had been refused 
admittance to the Court-room, which 
was a hinderance to his professional 
studies. His Lordship observed, the 
Court could make no order in the case ; 
students of law had no peculiar privi- 
leges ; the members of Court must first 
bt‘ accommodated. And, after them, so 
long as tljere was free space, the room 
was open to the giatuitous admission 
of any of the lieges. 

Robert Hamilton, Samuel M‘Me- 
nemy, and Alexander M‘Phie, were then 
placed at the bar, accused of the rob- 
bery and murder of BenjamiiiLamont, 
a soldier in the 78th regiment of foot, 
in a park near Camlachie, on the 24th 
of Feln uary last. They each pleaded 
Not (juilty. 

Mr C. Macdougald, for the panels, 
stated, in defence, as a fact they under- 
took to })rove, that they were not on 
I lie spot, but at a distance, at the time 
the crimes libelled were committed. 

The depositions of the deceased were 
jiow read. Th<?y stated that about 
diree months previously he had gone 
ibi\ a furlough from Cork to Aberdeen, 
and was on bis return, by way of Edin- 
burgb, tile jirevious day. When he got 
to the west end of parkhead, three 
young men came up to him, of whom 
lie inquired the nearest road to Duke 
(Street, which they undertook to show 
him. Wlien they got to Camlachie, 
they took liim down a lane between 
hedges, tlieii tlirougli a field ; and when 
they gut to ihc bottom of a declivity at 


the far side of that field, he was knock- 
ed down and robbed of £5 he had got 
from his father, a bundle, and some 
small articles ; and, on his endeavour- 
ing to get up, one of them discharged 
a pistol through his thigh. 

The following witnesses were then 
examined : — 

Dorothea Ferguson or Lament, wife 
of James Lamont, Easter Cairnie. She 
is the mother of the deceased ; he was 
at her house last spring upon furlough ; 
histage was twenty-six. Witness gave 
him, the day he went away, £5 in bank 
notes, but does not know of what bank 
they were. 

Thomas Hamilton, weaver in Main- 
Street of Parkhead, knew the panels, 
particularly M^Menemy and M‘Fhie ; 
saw tlu'm ill Parkliead about seven o'- 
clock ill the evening of the abov(» day ; 
paid no altenl ion to their dress, hut they 
wore short coats ; tliat worn by M‘Me- 
nemy was blue, M^Phie's black ; Ha- 
milton, he thinks, wore a blue coal, 
llien^ wen‘ several shots fired at a 
wedding. Saw Hamilton there having 
a pistol, and fire it on the street ; this 
was wlum he first saw them. A little 
after this he saw Hamilton charging 
the pistol, as he thouglit, with powder 
and i lmcky stones. Knows the house 
of James, Gray, publican in the centre 
of Parkliead. Saw a foot soldier come 
out of that house about ten minutes be- 
fore nine o'clock at night ; he had fea- 
thers in his bonnet and tartan trowsers, 
a knapsack on his back, and a bundle 
in his hand. He went westward towards 
(jlasgow. Saw the prisoners at that 
time opposite James Gray's door ; they 
went westward, the soldier being be*^ 
fore them a few yards. They were not 
then speaking to him, hut to each other. 
Saw panels join the soldier about the 
west end of the village ; after that they 
walked on together, and witness walk- 
ed on also. It struck him at the time 
that some harm was going to befall tfie 
soldier. Knows a house called Had. 



CHIIONICLE, 


i)^ 


CllAl*. 

clow s Corner, at Camlachie ; at that 
place they all turned to the right off the 
public road. Witness went up to a 
house fai’ther up, where by a different 
route he got on to the place where the 
party was going. They went down to- 
wards a park on the right hand side of 
the Glasgow road. Witness went af- 
ter them very slowly, but kept them in 
sight. It had been raining, but was not 
then, and no moonlight. Heard M‘Pliie, 
when they were in the park, exclaim, 

B of hell I” but he did not kr#ow 

what it meant. They still went on, and 
on going down a brae towards a bum, 
they got out of his sight. He then 
heard the report of a pistol fired. Af- 
ter the shot, witness heard repeated 
cries of murder from the same place. 

C^ross-examined — His reason for 
dreading some harm to the soldier was, 
that panels had been often blamed for 
things of that kind before. 

George Hamilton, weaver, Parkhead, 
remembers of a soldier being shot near 
CamlacJiie, in February last. Had been 
in Glasgow that day, and n^tunied to 
Parkhead about nine in the evening. 
He met a soldier about the west end 
of Parkhead, on the north side of the 
road towards Glasgow. Cannot speak 
as to his dress. No one was with him ; 
hut saw the panels, M‘Menyiny and 
M^Phie, following him ; also a third 
man, whom he did not know ; they were 
two or three yards from him. When in 
bed, he was told that a soldier had been 
shot and robbed that iiiglft. His bro- 
ther, when be passed him on the road, 
sjiid something to him, but what it was 
does not recollect. 

Hamilton Cross, lately weaver in 
Camlachie, now private soldier — Was 
in Camlachie in February last. Heard 
of a soldier being killed. He met a sol- 
dier on tile pavement, going towards 
Glasgow. The three panels were with 
liirn ; IVPPhie was in rear of him ; M‘- 
Mencmy was on the right, and Hamil- 
ton on the left. Had Imown them be- 

13 


fore. They walked as they discoursed, 
both going in the same direction, till 
tlie soldier and panels tunied down a 
road to the right, when witness obser- 
ved to M‘Phie that was a funny way 
to go to Duke Street. Witness went 
off the road by Haddow’s Comer, to- 
wards Chalmers’ Close, which is near 
Vinegar Hill ; this might occupy a mi- 
nute. He sat down in the house for 
some time, when he heard the report of 
a pistol from the eastward, or north 
side of the Glasgow road ; it came from 
the direction of ('amlacliie hum, which 
mns in a park behind Clialmers* house. 
Went out, on hearing the shot, and 
heard the cries of murder ; he ran to 
where the cries came from, through tlie 
field, which was ploughed, and went 
along the ridge of the brae, before lie 
descended to tlie burn. Three ptu-sons 
ran past him towards Haddow’s Cor« 
ner ; they were like the three men 
whom he had seen with the soldier, but 
did not recognise them as the same, 
though he thought they were. He went 
down (tile ground being ploughed, as 
he thought) to where a soldier was 
lying, but cannot say he was the same 
whom he had met with the panels. 

Evidence of a similar tendency was 
given by other witnesses. 

William Lyon, surgeon in Parkhead, 
remembers a soldier being brought in 
wounded, to tlie Jjouse of a man name<i 
Haddow in Camlachie. There were two 
wounds in his left thigh, one in the in- 
side. the otlier in the outside ; the bone 
was fractured, and small pieces of bone 
were issuing from one of the wounds. 

Francis Neilson, surgeon, Glasgow, 
was sent by the Sherift* to visit the de^ 
ceased. Read a report of his case, made 
up by him at the time, which bore that 
it was a very dangerous one. After he 
died, witness inspected his body, and 
ma<le out a n.*port, whi('li he now read. 
It bore that the wounds in Ins thigh 
were the cause of his death, and tliat 
among the inusclea was found a quan- 
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tity of deltt and tile. In witness’s opi- 
nion the wounds must have been nftade 
by a circular substance, which passed 
through and through. 

Tlie prisoners’ declarations were then 
read. Hamilton stated that he was a 
soldier in the 79th regiment, from 
which he deserted at Campbeltown, 
and was in Glasgow about the time that 
a soldier was wounded. He denied be- 
ing accessary to the crime. 

M'Menemy stated that he was a 
weaver, and resided in Parkhead on the 
night the soldier was shot, but was not 
out of his own house that evening. He 
denied ail accession to, or knowledge 
of, the crime. ' 

M‘Phie said, he was a weaver by 
trade, but had latterly been employed 
in a coal pit as a sbanker. That on the 
night the soldier was wounde<l he had 
gone to bed early ; hut was awoke by 
a dragoon, who was on furlough, with 
whom he went out for a little, after ten 
o’clock, to get a drain. 

EXCUni’ATOKY EVIDENCE. 

John Scott knows the panels M‘Me- 
nerny and M‘Phie. Remembers the 
evening of the day in Fehniary, on 
which a soldier was shot. Witness was 
at IVPMeiieioy’s house that evening. 
Went there about seven o’clock, and 
found M‘Mcn(imy at home. There was 
nobody else there hut his wife and chil- 
drcJi. Remained there nearly two hours. 
While witness was in M^Menemy’s he 
heard M‘Pliie singing. Knew it to be 
ISPPhie’s voice. Mrs M‘Menemy said, 
*‘ll(*ar our Sandy singing.” When wit- 
ness left the house, M‘Meuemy came 
to the door, and bade him good night. 
He bad at that time his coat, hat, and 
shoes olf, and appeai*ed to be going to 
bed. 

Janet Black or Crosbie, wife of Ro- 
bert Crosbic, IVkhead, knows M‘Me- 
nemy and M‘Phie. Remembers Scott 
going away, a few minutes before nine 
o’clock. IR^ard M‘Meneriiy and him 
i?o out tog<*lher, and take good night. 


Heard M‘Menemy return and shut 
his door. There could no person, not 
the smallest child, pass up or down, 
without witness hearing them. Heard 
a man’s foot on the stair afterwards. 
The man knocked at Samuel M‘Mene- 
my’s door ; knew it was a man’s voice 
and tramp. It was a heavy tramp. The 
person asked for Sandy MT^hie, and 
Mrs M‘M enemy showed him the door. 
Mrs M‘Menei«y barred her door again, 
and witness heard her and In^r husband 
spdkking together. Heard the person 
rap at M‘l^lue's door. M‘Phio’s mother 
answered, and said he was in, hut in 
bed ; and asked tlie ])ersou to come in. 
lie stopt a considerable time, and he 
and M‘Phio went out together, M‘Phie 
stopt out about a (juarter of an hour. 

By the Crown — Is quite sure it was 
on the evening in wliieh she afterwards 
heard of a soldier being wounded, that 
all this happened. MT*hie locked the 
outer door that night just before eleven 
o’clock. 

Robert Hamilton, father of the pa- 
nel of that name, heard of his son’s de- 
sertion ; went for him to M'Nair’s mo- 
ther’s on the 24 th ; it was not then rung 
six o’clock. He took his son liome with 
liiin to King’s Street, Calton ; he had 
him tliere before seven o’clock ; he is 
sure he did not go out again that night, 
nor till near six o’clock next morning ; 
is as sure as the sun is in the firmament. 
He wished to conceal his son, knowing 
him to be a deserter. He slept beside 
his own bed on a shake-down. 

The Lord Advocate then address(Kl 
the Jury. He contended that the evi- 
dence in proof of an with the ex- 
ception of the near relations of the pa- 
nels, was quite inconclusive. 

Mr M‘Dougall (with whom was 
Mr Dunbar) said, tliat the eorpf/s delicti 
had been proved, there could be no 
doubt. But the case was one of circum- 
stantial evidence, and it was necessary 
in all such cases that the chain of evi- 
dence should be complete — that not 
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a link should be vvautinpf. He then 
went over the proof in cx€ulj)ation, coii- 
teudinf;^ that they had made out a com- 
j)lete case of aVibi for all the prisoners ; 
and on the wliole view of the evidence, 
he asked of the Jury their full and free 
acquittal. 

The Lord Justice Clerk then pro- 
ceeded to sum up the evidence, which 
lie went througli with ^reat minuteness, 
lu conclusion his Lordship observed 
that the Jury would have to consider 
which was entitled to belief — thciwit- 
iiesses for the prosecution, or those for 
the paiu'ls. His Lordship began his 
charge at a quarter before ten, and con- 
cluded at lialf past twelve o'cloi*k. 

The Jury then retired, and returned 
into Court, at a ([uarter past one, witli 
a verdict liiiding the indictment Not 
Proven. 

The Lord Justice Clerk, in dismiss- 
ing tin? Jury, said he was not surprised 
that there should have lieen ailiffercncc 
of ojiinioii among them in this case. 
1 1 is Lordship then addressed the panels, 
and said th(‘y liad made the narrowest 
of all [lOHsible escapes. With ri'gard to 
the verdict, he would only say that they 
were fortunate men ; and trusted that 
their futun? conduct miglit he such as 
that it should never he found necessary 
again to place them at tlie bar on such a 
chajge. '* 

The prisoners are all good-looking 
young men, but not seemingly of spot- 
less ciiaracter ; as it appears from their 
declarations, that their intimacy had 
commenced when prisoners hi Glasgow 
jail. Tliey maintained the greatest com- 
posure throughout the trial. 

Lancaster Assizes. 

Riots and Destruction oe Ma- 
chinery AT Blackeurn. — On Mon- 
day, the Htli August, James Ri- 
ding, William Sutcliffe, Richard Kay, 
James Latham, James Ormerod James 
Hawortli, and Thomas Bolton, were 

VOL. XIX. TART UI. 


indicted for, that they, on the of 
April, with force and arms, in th€! pa- 
rish of Bkckhurii, did feloniously, by 
day, break into a certain Imllding, name- 
ly, a cotton mill, belonging to Bannis- 
ter Eccles, with intent to break ami de- 
stroy the machinery therein, and did 
actually destroy it.” The jury fournl 
the first six named individuals Guilty, 
and tile other Not Guilty. 

The Wakefields On Saturday, 

the grand jury returned true bills against 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield and Wil- 
liam Wakefield, for a inisflemeanour. 
Also a true bill against Edward Gib- 
bon Wakefield, William Wakefiidd, 
Edward Thevenot, and Francis Wake- 
field, for a conspiracy. The hill against 
Fidward Wakefield, the father, w'as de- 
clared to he ignored. 

On Monday, Edward Gibbon Wake- 
field was placed at the bar ; lie is a good- 
looking man, of middle statiir(‘, W'itli a 
not very intellectual or amiabh* coun- 
tenance ; lu? ivas handsomely dressed ; 
his age is forty. 

Tht‘4*)erk of the Court then read to 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield and Wil- 
liam Wakefield the indictment against 
th(‘m for a misdemeanour, in the abduc- 
tion of Ellen Turner, on the 7lh of 
IMarch, from the care of the Misses 
Daulby, she lieing of the age of only 
fifteen years, without the* consent of 
her father, and against her own will, and 
falsely and ^vickedly nqneseiiting to her 
that her father was in danger of bedng 
arrested for debt, but that if she should 
immediately consent to marry the said 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, her fathc?r 
would be released from all dangi*r of 
imprisonment and ruin, and that the 
maiTiagc actually took place. M r Colt- 
niaii then entered into an argument to 
show that Edward Gibbon Wakefield 
was entitled to delay pleading to this 
indictment, and to traverse to the next 
assizes. 

Mr Williams and Mr Brougham, 
for the prosecution, urged that, though 
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Edward Gibbon Wakefield bad been 
committed for tbe felony, and was now 
proceeded against only for tbe misde- 
meanour, yet tlie facts were tbe same, 
and tlierefore, be would not be taken 
by surprise if called on to take his trial 
immediately. 

Tbe judge gave it as bis opinion that 
Edward Gibbon Wakefield bad a right 
to traverse till tbe next assizes, though 
lie must plead immediately ; but he 
gave bis oj)inioii most strongly that 
William Wakefield, wdio had be<,‘n ori- 
ginally charged only with tljc misde- 
meanour, and had been out on bail more 
than 20 days, must take bis trial at the 
present aHsiz(‘s. 

W^illiam WHkefi(‘bl was now called 
upon to plead to tbe first indictment 
against him, and be pleaded Not Guil- 
ty. He was tb(‘n arraigned (m tin* se- 
c-ond ebargt* of cottsjnriiig to carry away 
Ellen Turner, to which be also pleaded 
Not Guilty. 

Franc«\s Wakefield, tbe mother, was 
then called upon t(» pb*ad to tlie second 
indictment of coiisj)iracy,a]i(l sln'^ijlead- 
ed Not Guilty, IBu- linshand, Edvrard 
Wakebeld, was lanind in r(‘Cogrjizan(“es 
of L.20l)0 for her aj)pearaiu;e at tbe 
next assizes, and b(*r father, tbe Rev. 
D. Davies of Maccl(‘sfjel(l, and J»er 
br(^tb(‘r-in-Iaw, Mr Daniel W'ukefield, 
tbe CJiancery barrister, became, sureties 
for her to tbe amount of L. 100(t eacli. 

Edward G. Wakefield llien pleaded 
Not Guilty to botli indictments, and 
be was allowed to traverse to the next 
assizes, givingbail, himself to tbeamount 
of L2500, and Dr Davies, and Mr Da- 
niel Wak(‘field, to tbe amount of 
L.1250 each. He Avas also recpiired, by 
tbe same recognizances, to keep tbe 
peace towards tbe said William Tur- 
ner, Esq. and bis family, and tbe judge 
said it wmuld be a most heinous aggra- 
vation of bis already enormous crime, 
if he broke the peace again towards 
that family. His Lordship theu ad- 
journed the (^ourt. 


A motion was brought forward on 
Wednesday morning to postpone the 
trial of Mr Wakefield until next as- 
sizes ; and, after lengthened pleadings, 
Mr Justice Park refused the motion. 
Upon being asked by the Attorn(‘y- 
General to name a time for the trial to 
come on, his liOrdship said he could not 
tell when, but he might by ])ossibility 
commence it on Thursday. Them a se- 
rious ease of murder (the M^Keaiids) 
would be taken on Friday, and perliaps 
it might b<* Saturday before Wakefiekl’s 
case close d. 

Friday, tbe trial of Alexander 
Keand, aged and Micfiaid M^xeand, 
aged 24'j for tb(> murder of Elizabeth 
Bates, at WiriTon, iH*ar INFanebesli'r, 
took plac(». Tbe prisoners jdeaded Not 
Guilty. The \vitiH‘s,ses examiiu‘d W(ire, 
Mrs Manila, Bb'ars, tbe landlady of tbe 
puldic liouse wla.Te the murder was 
committed ; Mr Jos(*ph Blears, her bus- 
band ; Wm. Higgins, tlu* boy who liv(*d 
■with the two last witnesses, and wiiosc* 
escapi' from tlie murderous grasp <»f 
Alexander M‘Keand was so jirovideu- 
tial, Mary Andrews, tlie next ludgliboui 
to Mr and Mrs IRear.s ; Mr \\'ilJiam 
Brittan, tbe constablt! of Barton (who 
])rodnee<l several articl(‘s of dress, mark- 
ed wdtb blood, and a knife likewise all 
bloody) ; Simon \\ illiamson, a servant 
man, livin,^ in tfio neigh bouriiood of 
Wiiiton, Mr Edward Foulkes, attor- 
ney ; Mr W. Hancock (tlu‘ individual 
who lodged wdtb tbe ]M‘Koands at tlie 
time of the dreadful occurrenct*) ; ^Jr 
Richard Farrady (tbe person who ap- 
prehended tbe prisoners) ; Mr (iarsidc, 
tb(j surgeon ; and Mrs Sarah Stewart. 
Tbe Jury found the prisoners both 
Guilty. Tbe awful sentence of the law 
was then pronounced upon tbe wretch- 
ed men. 

llie trial of William Wakefield, 
which has been looked for witli such 
extreme interest, and which was to 
have come on, on Monday Last, lias 
gone off in a manner wdioJly unexpect- 
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«‘(1, owing to the flight of the defeiid- 
aiit. 

At half ])a8t. nine Mr Justice Park 
entered the Court. The ordy counstd 
for ihe prosecution in attendance was 
INIv ]h*ouglianfi, who rose and intimated 
to his Lordshiy) that he should wish 
William Wakefield to be called on his 
recognizances. 

Tlui Judge having given orders ac- 
cordingly, the Ch‘rk of tin* (\mrt made 
tile following ])roclainalion three times : 
— W illiam W'alvefieldj come foVtli ; 
save you and yinir bail, or yon will for- 
feit your recognizances.” J'Ik* Jmlge 
then ordered liis sureti(‘s to be calhal in 
like manner, and the ( 'lerk of tl/e Court 
[iroclaimed accordingly — David Da- 
vis, of Macclesfi(‘Id, in tlie county of 
CJiester, l^octor in Divinity, bring forth 
the body of William W akefield, udiom 
you undertook to Iiavi* here to-day, or 
you >\dl! forfeit youi reci^gni/ames.’' 
'File saim* proclamation was made Avith 
regard to the other surety, John (!uth- 
bert, of Stonehonse, near Proaflstairs, in 
the parish of P(*terV, Is](‘ of Thjuiet, 
in th(3 county of Kent, Esq, 

The Judge.-— Is there any reason to 
suppose tliat William W akefield is not 
h(»re ? May lie not have brvm prevent- 
ed hy the circumstanc<>s of this morn- 
ing from attending punctuaHy ? 

Mr Dennison, the attorney for the 
defendant, saiil. “ IMy Lord, he will not 
be fortbeoming/' 

Tile Judge. — Let tbo recognizances 
be estreated. 

Mr Erougbam. — Not oidy tbose of 
liis bail, but bis own recognizances. 

The Judge. — Certainly. 

Mr Ib’ougbam tben apjilied for bis 
Jairdsbip's warrant to ayiprelumd the 
ilefendant. 

The Judge. — 1 will issue my war- 
rant, but you arc aware that it only ex- 
tends to this county. You must apf>ly 
to a Judg(» of tlu^ Court of King's 
IkmcJi, if you want one to exieml all 


over the kingdom. I shall grant tlie 
warrant certainly, but it will In* in the 
usual form, viz. that be should be 
brought before me, if I should still be 
remaining bens or otherwise before any 
of bis Majesty’s Justi(‘('s of the Peace, 
JJie question is, whether I have the 
]>owTrof inserting a danse in the vA^arrant, 
that notice of bail shall be given it be is 
taken. Avill Ix' entitled to be bailed, 
and be may afteiAvards forfeit another 
recognizance'. It ajipears to im^ lliat to 
limit the jurisdiction of the .Instices of 
(he Peace would be to infringe it, I 
was asking Mr Ihqikins (the clerk of 
the (’ouit) if there (*v{'r was an in- 
stance of such a limitation, and be says 
there is not. One of my clerks. avIio 
formerly with a Jmige oftlu' King's 
Bench, tells me tliat be has often mad(i 
out Avarraiits in tliat Court, with a cla, ns(j 
that tliere Kbould be, forty-t ight hours’ 
notice of liail, hut thosi* wen* Avarraiits 
to bring tin* defendants before om* of 
the Jmlgcs of (be King’s Bf*JicIi. Mr 
Hopkins reinemla*rs a (.‘ase from Liver- 
pool wdiere notice of bail was re<|niied. 

Mr Brougliarn, — No doubt be will 
1)0 entitled, wlicn taken, to be bailed, as 
this is only a mis<b‘meanour ; but 1 
a])])reliend la* mu.',! giAt* nolici; of bail. 
Jliat, bovA'rvei, may probably be l(‘ft to 
the discn‘iiofi of ibe Magistrate. 

The Judge. — Certainly; it will lx; 
safer to make out tbo warrant in tlx? 
common form. 

The warrant Avas then made out ac- 
cordingly. 

During this conversation, noTX* of tlu‘ 
defendant’s Counsel were in Court, 
neitlx‘r Avere any of the Wak(‘fii*I(J 
family. 

I’he amount of tlu* recognizanct's for- 
feited by the non-appearance of William 
Wakefield is four tbousaiul pounds. It 
was thus ap]>ortione<l ; Wak<*fiel(rs own 
reeognizant'e aa^is L.20()0; Mi Cnib 
bort was bail for L.lbt^L »nid Jb 
DaAdcb foi L.*^00, 
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Sentence on the Rioters who 

DESTROYED THE POWER-LOOMC. 

When the affair of the Wakefields had 
been thus prematurely hroup;ht to a 
close, the Judji:e gave orders that the 
convicted rioters should he brought up 
for judgment. Forty-two persons were 
placed at the bar, when an impressive 
address was delivered by the Learned 
Judge, in the course of which he inti- 
mated to tljeiii his intention of recom- 


mending to his Majesty not to cany 
the sentence he was about to pass into 
full effect, but that he would be pleased 
to pardon them so far as their lives are 
concerned. Sentence of death w^as then 
recorded against them (33 men and 7 
women) ; and four others, three women 
and one man, found guilty of the minor 
offence, were sentenced to tw^elve 
months’ imprisonment in the House of 
Collection at Preston. 
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JANUARY. 

London. — Cobbett. — Sir Thomas 
Beever, Bart, has addressed the pub- 
lic, through the medium of the pa- 
pers, recommending a meeting, to be 
held on the 25th inst. for the purpose 
of adopting some measure^; for get- 
ting Mr Cobbett into Parliament. 
Sir Thomas says he has had no con- 
nexion with Mr Cobbett ; but I have 
been a constant reader of his wri- 
tings ; 1 have been deeply intere.sted 
in the momentous question which he 
has been, for so long a time, labour- 
ing to make clear to the people, and 
on the final decision of which ques- 
tion, I am convinced, must depend 
this other question, namely, whether 
my estate shall be quietly enjoyed by 
me and my heirs; whether it shall 
be tossed up and scrambled for in a 
wild revolution ; or whether it shall 
be coolly confiscated, and transferred 


to those who receive the taxes, to 
whom J, even now, feel that 1 am 
little better than a steward, while I 
have the name and the outward ap- 
pearance of a land-owner,” 

In consequence of the above ad- 
dress, Cobbett, in Jiis Kegi.ster, ad- 
dressed the public as follows : — 

1 have to state to the public, that 
I am, as for several years 1 have been, 
very desirous to be in the House of 
Commons ; that I am, as I was in 
1820, convinced that I could, if there, 
do much greater good to my country 
than I can do out of Parliament ; that 
I am convinced, that I could point 
out the means of effectually rescuing 
the country from its present great 
difficulties, and its still greater dan- 
gers ; that I am, as 1 long have been, 
thoroughly convinced, that unless 
suitable remedies be adopted, and 
that too before it be long, there must 
come a convulsion, of which no man 
can forsebec the extent or the conse- 



10 - i:i)iNnriu;ii am-naL uu;isti:r, isio. 


quences ; that no man wishes more 
anxiously than I do to see such a 
lamentable catastrophe prcventeU ; 
and that, therefore, I am not only 
ready, but desirous, and even anxious, 
to be placed in the House of Com- 
mons ; but that, on no account, Avill 
I expend, for the accomplishment of 
that purpose, any portion of those 
earnings, which, whether great or 
small, all hc'Iong to iny wife and 
children. The world has never be- 
Jield a triumph more complete and 
more honourable than that which 
time and events have now awarded to 
me. The triumph of Mordccai over 
Haman was not greater than is mine 
over this fraudulent and pauper-crea- 
ting system. It is like the triuinpli of 
the Sun over the h’rogs ; all eyes be- 
hold it ; it would be proclaimed by 
every tongue ; but, every man knows 
tliat every other man must know it as 
well as he. Still 1 ;an anxious to make 
my country triumph too ; but, at the 
.same time, it becomes not me to dis- 
guise, tliat I should be proud of the 
lionours that would be conferred up- 
on me ; that I am by no means blind 
to the certain advantages wJiich a 
.seat in the I louse of Commons would 
give me, and give, moreover, to those 
who are, and m ho, (»n every account, 
ouglit to be, as dear to me as is my 
own life, and, indeed, to whose at- 
lectionale and dutiful conduct, not to 
omit adding, to whose talents also, I 
am, in no small degree, indebted for 
this triumph* 1 am liy no means blind 
to those advantages ; I am not h v[K)- 
crite enough to affect not to see them ; 
nor am I mean enough to assume the 
mock humility of pretending', that 
they are greater than 1 merit at tlic 
hands of my country. Those who 
now want any argument to convince 
them of my ability to render my 
country the greatest of all possible 
services would not be convinced 
' though one were to rise from the 


dead / and as to those who affect to 
believe, (for not one of them really 
believes it,) that I should make use 
of my power for what they call * re- 
volutionary purposes,’ the best an- 
swer to their corrupt and perverse 
insinuations is, that it is because to 
preserve my fame it must be my 
anxious wish to put a stop to the fatal 
progress of that hideous revolution 
■which is now actually begun, f am 
well aware that it is no easy task 
effect an object like t;his. This ohjccl 
has Aot for so many years occupied 
my thoughts, without my duly mea- 
suring its magnitude, and also the 
means of its accom])lishment* I ’or 
the last seven years no small part of 
every twenty-four hours, whether on 
sea or on land, on my pillow, in my 
garden, on my horse, or on my feet, 
has been spent in thinking of the 
means necessary, ■when the danger 
sliould become clear to all eyes, K) 
the rescuing of Kngland from the 
natural and inevitable consecjiicnces 
of this all-corniptin^, all-enfeebling, 
all-degrading curse of paper mo- 
ney/’ 

SiiiLoii. — I’hcre is at this time a 
meeting held, consisting of Ix'tween 
three and four Imndred of those in- 
fatuated people professing to be the 
followers o/ Johanna Southcote. The 
subject of faith lield forth at their last 
meeting was, “ The corning of the 
promi.sed Shiloh !” ( >ne of the enthu- 
siasts wlio mounted the rostrum on 
the present occasion, declared, witlr 
the most profound sanctity, to his 
credulous hearers, “ that this was the 
appointed time of the birth of Shiloh, 
as verified to him by a glorious vi- 
sion I” lie fiirtlier asserted, that “ he 
was confirmed in Iris belief in conse- 
quence of his having laid his hand on 
Johanna Southcote when she lay 
dead — that he felt the blessed Sliiloh 
kick I” iK:c, There is a trumpotei 
amongst this motley group* wlio, at 
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intervals, sounds what appears to be 
a silver trumpet ; (in form like that of 
the trombone;) after making three 
distinct sounds, the congregation si- 
multaneously rise, and vociferate 
aloud — Shiloh ! Shiloh ! Shiloh !" 
This was repeated several times. The 
place where these poor fanatics meet, is 
a large room, which lies at the back of 
the Greyhound Inn, V\'est Smithfield, 
(formerly used as a dancing room,) 
the entrance to which is through a 
long passage by Jhe side of a cutler's 
shop, a few doors from Cow-lfine, 
leading to Long-lane. — There is a 
pail* of folding doors with glass in 
the centre of them, at the entrance 
from the street. 

Edinkuiioii. — The Maoisth/vtes 
r. The University of EDiNiiiTimii, 
— The Magistrates have at length 
brought anaction of declarator against 
the IVofcssors of the University. We 
have seen a copy of the summons, 
which states that tfie object of the ac- 
tion is, to have it found and declared 
by tlie Court of Session, that “ the 
sole and exclusive right of prescribing 
rules, and making statutes for (he stfi^ 
dies — and the cour.-e of studies for 
obtaining degrees — belongs to the 
Magistrates : That the Professors, 
iudcpeiideiithf of the Magistrates, do 
not possess the powtT of eijacting re- 
gulations for the discipline of the 
Colh'ge, or regulations to be observed 
for obtaining degrees : That tlie Pro- 
fessors have no power, as a distinct 
body, to iranie any bye-laws applica- 
ble to the general concerns of the 
Collt^ge, which can be imperative on 
the Magistrates, as Patrons : That no 
such rides made, or to be made, by 
the Professoi s, can be of any force or 
effect : And that the Professors be 
ordained to desist from interfering or 
acting in these matters in time to 
come,” &:c. The summons is dated 
28th December last, and narrates, at 
great length, the grants, charters, 


and acts, in favour of the Magistrates, 
and their proceedings respecting the 
College, from the time of Queen Ma- 
ry downwards, 

M. David. — The Brusseh Oracle 
of the SOtli of December, announces 
the deatli of this celebrated artist 

The celebrated painter David ex- 
pired yesterday morning, at a quarter 
past ton. Ilis family is going to em- 
balm bis body. I'liey intended to 
apply to the French government for 
leave to have his remains deposite*d 
in his own country, to the glory of 
which he has so greatly contributed.” 

D K M Eu A RA P A i*ERS. — Dcmcrara 
papers were leccived on Saturday to 
a late date. The Roifal (hnclie of 
the 22d October contains a most 
important ordonnanee for the reli- 
gious instruction of the slaves, and. 
the future improvement of their con- 
dition. The first fiscal of tlie colo- 
ny is confirmed, as protector <>1‘ the 
slaves, with a aalaiy ol fouiteen thou- 
sand guilders per aJinmn, one-half to 
be paid out of tlie (Government, and 
the other half out of' the colonial 
chest. The duties of' this officer arc 
set forth in the ordoiinanco ; and it is 
orilered, that no planter, or other per- 
son, possessing slaves, shall employ 
such slaves, at work, during the in- 
termediate time from sunset on Sa- 
turday and sunrise on Monday, under 
a fine of (iOO guilders, 'fhis exemp- 
tion from labour doch not, howuwer, 
allow the slaves to quit the estate, 
without permission of the owner. — . 
Exceptions are also made for local 
circumstances, such as preserving or 
tending cattle, repairing breaches in 
dams, or arising from other casualties, 
and all labours absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of the crops. 
Packing the coffee, or cotton, wlieii 
it would sustain damage from delay, 
is also excepted ; but for this service 
the slave is to receive wages, the rate 
of which is to be fixed by the protcc- 
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tor of slaves. The ordonnance also 
states it to be in conten)plation to 
abolish the usage of holding markets 
on Sundays, and until this can be en- 
tirely effected, it is ordered, from the 
1st January 1826, that the Sunday 
markets shall be limited to the hour 
of eleven in the forenoon, and that 
disobedience shall be attended with 
forfeiture. After the above date, it 
is also declared illegal for any person 
to carry a whip, or other instrument 
of punishment, in the field or else- 
where, either as a badge of authority, 
or a stimulus to labour ; and the viola- 
tion of this order renders the parties 
offending liable to a fine of six hun- 
dred guilders, or to imprisonment of 
from one to six months. It is further 
ordered that, if a male slave renders 
himself amenable to punishment, 
such punishment must be inflicted 
with reason and without cruelty or 
passion/* and is not to exceed twen- 
ty-five lashes, nor to be inflicted until 
after sunrise of the next day, nor 
without the presence of one person 
of free condition, or of six slaves as 
witnesses. And further, after the 
above date, it is declared illegal to 
flog any female slave under a penalty 
of fourteen hundred guilders ; the 
punishments allotted for female slaves 
are, solitary confinement, field stocirs, 
house stoc^ bed stocks, hand cufts, 
distinguishing dresses, distinguishing 
marks, and confinement generally; 
and in particular cases the tread-mill. 
A punishment record book is to be 
kept at each estate, and this is to be 
inspected by the assistant protector 
every half-year. It is to be lawful 
for any clergyman of the established 
church, or licensed teacher, to solem- 
nise a marriage between any slaves, 
upon receiving the permission, in 
writing, of the owners of the same. 
Any female slave thus wedded, ha- 
ving a child, is entitled, six weeks 
after its birth, to twelve guilders from 


her owner, and fifteen guilders for 
every other child born under the same 
circumstances ; and after she shall 
thus have six children living, she is 
not to be employed in the field or in 
any other than light work. — Every 
proprietor is to see that the slaves are 
properly supplied witli food, and pro- 
vision grounds are to be prepared on 
each estate, at the rate of one acre to 
five negroes, independent of the w eek- 
ly allowance as customary. The hours 
for field-work for slaves is not to ex- 
ceed from six in the' morning till six 
in the evening, allowing two hours 
for meals. No slave, dying suddenly, 
is to be buried without examination ; 
nor is ft lawful to sell a male or fe- 
male married slave without the hus- 
band and wife going together ; and 
their children, if under 16 years of 
age, are to be included. Slaves arc 
allowed to purchase and hold proper- 
ty, and Savings ilanks are to be es- 
tablished in the colony, for the pur- 
pose of afibrding them channels of 
investment, and the slaves are alhnv- 
ed to bequeath such property at their 
death to whomsoever they please. 
The evidence of slaves is also to be 
received in a court of justice. Any 
person twice convicted of cruelty to 
slaves, incurs double fines or impri- 
sonment, and should further be de- 
clared indapable of managing slaves, 
and his estate to be placed in the 
hands of two or more curators, to ho 
managed for him. 

Dreadful Hurricane at Gib- 
raltar. — A hurricane commenced 
on the 6th, at a quarter before eleven 
at night, and lasted till three a.m. 
The vessels driven on shore amount 
to upwards of two hundred, large and 
small, besides a great many cralV, 
that sunk at their moorings, having 
been run foul of. The lives lost could 
not be ascertained up to the 8tii of 
December. The day previously seven 
dead bodies were found on the beach, 
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and a few more in the evening. The 
larger class of vessels lost are chiedy 
Americans, Sardinians, and Gibraltar 
vessels^ very few English, a Moorish 
.schooner of war, and the Colombian 
privateer General Soublette, The 
scene witnessed was most appalling ; 
vessels and crafts torn to pieces ; poor 
wretches covering the neutral ground 
with their effects saved from the 
wrecks of these vessels ; dead bodies 
lying on the beach in great numbers, 
and tlic Spanisli troops committing 
cold-blooded murflers on the unfoitu- 
nate and defenceless crew of the Co- 
lombian privateer, who by swimming 
from the vessel were endeavouring to 
reach the English lines, and in the 
act of so doing were fired upon in the 
water by about 50 Spanish soldiers, 
and 15 ollicers of revenue. Some of 
them were saved by the English offi- 
cers, who, at the risk of their lives, 
went in a boat on board the wreck, 
and wa're fired at by the dastardly 
Spaniards. About 70 remained on 
board until the evening, when they 
delivered themselves up to their cruel 
persecutors, on condition that they 
sliould be considered as Colombians, 
and their lives saved, which was 
agreed to, anci guaranteed by the Spa- 
nish Consul at Gibraltar. 

At Cadiz, during the same hurri- 
cane, the loss has been tJ*ivial ; an 
American ship and a schooner, a Spa- 
nish ship and two brigs, a small 
Dutch vessel, and small craft# 

Paris, Jan, 6. — Mademoiselle Del- 
phine Gay, who has already sent 
to the Greek Committee the sum of 
3000 francs, has since transmitted the 
additional sum of 400 francs, the pro- 
duce of the sale at Munich of those 
touching verses with which she was 
inspired, by the misfortunes and he- 
roism of the Greeks who found their 
grave in the cradle of liberty, civiliza- 
tion, and the arts. The committee 


has commissioned its President to 
make its acknowledgments to her. 

InKLANn. — D istukss in Arran. 
—We are concerned to be obliged 
again to revert to the lamentable con- 
dition in which the unfortunate peo- 
ple of Arran are placed. They are 
indeed hastening to the very extreme 
of misery, and many of tliem must 
Ijuvc recourse to the higli-way for 
subsistence, or quietly render up their 
lives, 'fho potatoo-crop has complete- 
ly failed with them, and such as have 
the means are obliged to have re- 
course to the county of Clare and the 
adjoining coast for food# Even at 
this early period the inevitable con- 
sequences of their distress are begin- 
ning to manifest themselves, and a 
system of plunder is already acted 
upon by a population which has been 
ever proverbial for the strictest ho- 
nesty. In the village of Killenny, 
the most distressed part of the island, 
the poor people are constrained to 
steal potatoes by night, to support 
their fiimishing little children, and 
some hundreds of them saw the sun 
go down on Christmas-day without 
having once tasted food. Tlicse me- 
lancholy instances are but too true ; 
and if the executive government will 
but sepd a proper ptuson into the 
island to ascertain the existence of 
them, it will be found that we have 
not by any means exaggerated. Of 
this the public may be certain, that 
unless a prompt and vigorous exer- 
tion shall be made to relieve them, 
they must seek for subsistence in 
Galway, and in all probability gene- 
rate such another epidemic as that 
with which we were afflicted in 1822. 

The Russian Military Colo- 
nies. — St Petersburo. — The Offi- 
cial Report respecting the military 
colonies is now published, and is ex- 
tremely remarkable in its kind. Its 
author is Count Arakschejeff, the 
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governor of the^e colonies. It ap- 
pears from this report, that the ad- 
vantages which were proposed irf the 
establishment of those colonies have 
not been obtained. It was calculated 
that they would increase within them- 
selves sufficiently to render any other 
mode of recruiting unnecessary. But 
the mortality among the sons of the 
soldiers has been so great, in compa- 
rison with the births, that Count 
Arakschejeff was obliged, in order to 
complete the regiments, to take sol- 
diers' children from the crown villa- 
ges, or from villages belonging to 
other proprietors. But where would 
children be found if the whole army 
were colonised and the conscription 
abolished ? 

We see farther, from the report, 
that of the 15,061 males, and 12,670 
females composing the northern dis- 
trict, only 4751 have not become a 
burden to the government. Conse- 
quently the government has had to 
provide for 23,251, instead of for 
COOO, which was the utmost number 
provided for. Thus about six-*Beventh 
parts of these military colonists do 
not support and maintain themselves, 
as it was expected they would do. 
On the contraiy, the government 
must find support and provismns for 
the colonised battalions, as well as tor 
those on service, and at the same 
time provide for the other indigent 
individuals, of whom there is a con- 
stantly increasing number in these 
settlements. It may therefore be as- 
sumed that if of the 600 battalions of 
the Russian army 200 were settled, 
the remaining part would cost much 
more than all the 600 would have 
cost. To this must be added the ex- 
penses of the first establishment, and 
the loss in the annual revenue. It is 
said that every colonised regiment 
costs the state five millions of rubles 
annually ; this would make for 200 
regiments the enormous sum of 1000 


millions of rubles. But if we take 
only the half, the sum will still be 
very large. If the plan were to be 
executed to its fullest - extent, the co- 
lonization would include three mil- 
lions of individuals. Each of these 
pays the government a poll tax, which 
on an average may be estimated at 
eight rubles at the least. There 
would, therefore, be an annual loss of 
24 millions of rubles, not to mention 
the diminished amount of the brandy 
distilleries, and many other brandies 
of levenuc, as this colonization redu- 
ces the peasants to poverty. Such 
great sacrifices were certainly not 
contemplated when this idea was sug- 
gesteerto the late Emperor. Indeed, 
other powers have conceived much 
too formidable an idea of this sys-^ 
tern. It has, besides, produced effects 
equally important and melancholy, 
with respect to the dispositions of the 
people ; it has excited great discon- 
tent both among the nobility and 
the peasants. The former suffered in 
their revenue ; the latter were dis- 
turbed in their economy. The far- 
mers distill and sell brandy. In this 
we must seek the first cause of a dis- 
content, for which the late Emperor 
himself was not in any respect to 
blame. 

21st. — Inverness. — Eight men 
from the Revenue Cutter Atalanta, 
now on this station, were dispatched 
last week, in consequence of informa- 
tions lodged with them, to scour tlic 
countrjnn the neighbourhood of Beau- 
ly. Saturday morning last they pro- 
ceeded in scattered parties by Kilmo- 
rack, through the glens, and made se- 
veral seizures of wash, malt, spirits, and 
distilling utensils, to a very consider- 
able extent. At length, two of them, 
Mackintyre and Mackiniion, came 
upon a small still-house, situated in 
the hill, nearly two miles above the 
Miln of Aigas, where a number of 
country people were assembled. Sc- 
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veral rumours are abroad of the trans- 
actions which took place at this spot, 
and it is hard to tell to which of 
them tlye greatest credit can be at- 
tached. But, however vague and con- 
tradictory these reports may be, they 
cannot affect the truth of the termi- 
nation of an affray which immediate- 
ly ensued among the smugglers and 
the two men belonging to the cutter, 
and in which the miller of Aigas fell 
by a pistol-shot. Medical aid was 
called as speedily as possible, but the 
ball having passeef through the un- 
happy man's body, and lodged in the 
back, any assistance that could be af- 
forded him, could avail nothing. He 
lingered from one o'clock on Satur- 
day forenoon till four o'clock on 
Sunday morning, when he died. On 
returning to the cutter, Mackintyre, 
the sailor who had been instrumental 
in the death of the smuggler, deliver- 
ed himself up to the judicial authori- 
ties, and he is now in custody, to 
await the issue of the trial, which will 
necessarily follow this lamentable oc- 
currence. 

23d. — pAifitEY. — A meeting of the 
bankers, manufacturers, and other in- 
habitants of Paisley, was held in the 
Court Hall, for the purpose of taking 
measures for supplying the unem- 
ployed operative classes with the 
means of subsistence, Provdst Far- 
quharson in the chair, who opened 
the meeting by stating that a requi- 
sition, respectably signed, had been 
presented, requesting the magistrates 
to call the present meeting. 

William Carlisle, Esq., in a speech 
of considerable length, was rather in- 
clined to think that the present meet- 
ing bad no data to walk by — no re- 
turns of unemployed to enable the 
meeting to judge of the extent of the 
distress which the operative classes 
were, under the dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, labouring under. He thought 
it strange that a number of young 


men, in the vigour of life, could' not 
support themselves for a week or twa 
withotit the assistance of the opulent 
part of the community. No doubt, 
great distress existed, and that many 
families were in very indigent circum- 
stances, but he thought it belonged 
to the manufacturers to come forward 
and do something for their unem- 
ployed hands. 

Provost Farquharson said, that it 
was the manufacturers who had re- 
quested tlio meeting, and mentioned 
that a statement had been handed 
in to him which furnished some in- 
formation as to the distress, which lie 
would read to the meeting, 

Slatc7nent of the dlslres's already 
ascertained Inf the committee of ope^ 
ratives appointed for that purpose : — 
Weavers unemployed 1002, of whom 
have been unemployed 12 weeks and 
upwards, 46 ; 10 weeks, 27 ; .9 do. 6 ; 
8 do. 40 ; 7 do. 24 ; () do. 73 ; 5 do. 
68 ; 4 do. 1 20 ; 3 do. 80 ; empty looms, 
either enlisted or working elscwdiere, 
230; total enijity looms, 1232. In 
1819, whtjii the distress was at the 
greatest, there were about 1100 empty 
looms. 

Mr W. Brown rose, and stated, 
from what he knew, that the distress 
was great and very urgent. He stated 
a case or two, which so overpo^vered 
his feelings that he was obliged to sit 
down. 

The Rev. R. Burns, in an eloquent 
and impressive speech, urged the 
propriety of doing something to al- 
leviate the distress. He concluded 
by moving, that a committee be Ap- 
pointed to procure subscriptions. 

The Rev. J. Thomson, in a neat 
speech, seconded the motion. 

On the motion of the Rev. Mr 
Burns, it was agreed to open a sub- 
scription on the spot ; but when some 
of the wealthiest were requested to 
come forward and head the subscrip- 
tion list with something handsome. 
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they declined doing so till once the 
manufacturers would come forward 
and subscribe for the relief of 'their 
workmen# 

Provost Farquharson vindicated 
the manufacturers from the asper- 
sion that had been thrown out against 
them ; and again stated that it was 
the manufacturers who had requested 
the meeting, and said that he could 
boldly state that the manufacturers 
were actually ruined. 

The meeting was thinly attended, 
and dispersed, after appointing a com- 
mittee to procure subscriptions. 

Another point divided the meet- 
ings whether a subscription should 
be opened immediately, or a com- 
mittee of inquiry be appointed. This 
last measure was adopted, and will, it 
is supposed, be of great use, both in 
determining the extent and severity 
of distress, and thereby showing the 
need of an extensive and liberal sub- 
scription, and also in regulating the 
proper distribution of such a sub- 
scrmtion when raised. 

The iron works of Mr Bixon, at 
Cernay (Haut Rhin) continue to 
prosper in a striking manner, the 
number of workmen employed being 
now upwards of 600, ten of whom 
are Englishmen. Within the last 
twelve months Mr D. has added the 
Inranch of making steam-engines. As 
a proof of the high estimation in 
which his machines are held, six ex- 
tensive new cotton mills in Alsace, 
besides several others in different 
parts of France, are at present fitting 
up with them. Mr D. is now in pos- 
session of mines, from which he makes 
the whole produce into pig iron, for 
the use of nis extensive foundries. 

During the course of the last week, 
the petitions for the repeal of the 
corn laws and the abolition of slavery 
have lain at the Town Hall, Notting- 
ham, for signatures. The former has 
been signed by about 14,000 in Not- 


tingham, and 5000 in the villages, 
making a total of 19,000 ; the latter 
has been signed by about 5600. 

23d. — London.— -Board of T radk 

AND THE SriTALFIELDS WEAVERS:. 

—On Wednesday, Messrs Home- 
wood, Poyton, Wallis, Harris, and 
others, forming the deputation ap- 
pointed to present to the Board ol 
Trade the petition agreed to at the 
meeting held l^st week, of the inha- 
bitants of the parish of St Matthew, 
Bethnal Green, had an audience of 
th^ Board, which Masted upwards ol 
two hours. 

The members of the Board present 
on this occasion, were, Mr Robinson, 
Chanfcellor of the Exchequer, Mr 
Huskisson, and Mr Grant. 

The petition, which prayed that 

the honourable Board would devise 
some means to avert the distress that 
has overtaken the numerous persons 
engaged in the silk trade,*' in conse- 
quence of the repeal of the prohibi- 
tory system, having been read, the 
deputation requested to know what 
answer they should return to their 
constituents. 

Mr Huskisson, in reply, stated at 
some length the reasons by which he 
felt compelled to adhere to the de- 
termination of throwing the trade 
open under the protecting duty of 30 
per cent, provided by the late act ol 
repeal. He admitted that the existing 
distress in the silk trade (which he 
sincerely lamented) was, in a consi- 
derable measure, owing to the ex- 
pected importation of foreign silks ; 
but thought that it was to be ascribed 
in a still greater degree to the exces- 
sive speculations in which the silk 
manufacturers had recently indulged 
He felt quite assured, that the intro- 
duction of a free system would ulti- 
mately be attended with the greatejit 
benefit, not only to the country at 
large, but more particularly to the 
silk weavers themselves# He was b} 
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no means, however, so wedded to his 
opinions as not to renounce them 
-ivillingly, if they could be proved to 
be errdneous; and he could assure 
the deputation, that, if they would 
only convince him of the propriety of 
retracing his steps, no false notion 
of consistency should prevent him 
from being the first to go before Par- 
liament, and move for the continu- 
ance of the prohibitory system. In 
the meantime, he was sorry to say, 
that with the vic^s he had on ilie 
subject, he could not give the depu- 
tation any hope that government 
would interfere in the matter of their 
petition. The distress which the silk 
weavers experienced was but a tem- 
porary evil that must be borne. Nei- 
ther were they the only distressed 
class in the community ; many other 
classes, the cotton spinners in parti- 
cular, being in a state of nearly equal 
suffering, in consequence of the ge- 
nerally depressed condition of manu- 
factures and commerce at the present 
moment. 

When Mr Huskisson had conclu- 
ded, Mr Homewood, Mr Poyton, and 
Mr Wallis severally addressed the 
Board in support of their petition. 
Having urged particularly the advan- 
tages whidi the foreign silk weaver 
has over the English one, in conse- 
(pience of food and everything else 
being so much cheaper, and taxes so 
much lighter abroad, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
remarked that the deputation, as well 
as other people, were very much mis- 
taken on these points ; for that the 
French workmen have heavy taxes 
to pay as well as ours have, and find 
it nearly as hard a task to live upon 
their earnings as ours do ; but if bread 
is cheaper in France than in England, 
^wages are proportionally less ; and 
house rent is almost as high there as 
it is at home. 

The deputation confessed, that on 


all these points they entertained, in 
common with the public, very differ- 
ent notions — that they were at a loss 
to conceive how the French work- 
man could be at all oppressed by 
taxes like the English workman, when 
in France there was but little national 
debt to pay the interest of, and in 
England we have a national debt that 
requires a taxation of nearly forty 
millions annually ; and that, as re- 
gards both the prices of provisions 
and house rent in France, even con- 
sidered in relation to the French 
rates of wages, they were sure it could 
be easily demonstrated that the fo- 
reign workman had eminently the 
advantage. 

Mr Homewood added, significant- 
ly, that it might not be out of place 
to hint, that besides having little or 
no national debt, the French had no 
corn laws. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
smiled, but took no other notice of 
the allusion. 

Mr Huskisson and Mr Grant were 
equally silent in respect to it ; indeed, 
during the whole interview, the ques- 
tion of the corn laws, though so in- 
timately connected with that of free 
trade, seemed to be carefully avoid- 
ed, With the exception of the notice 
taken of them by Mr Homewood, 
they were never once mentioned. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and Mr Huskisson joined in replying, 
that they had not overlooked any of 
the considerations brought forward 
by the deputation ; that they had 
given the whole matter the fullest con- 
sideration, and viewed the operation 
of the new law in every possible 
shape ; and that, after all they liad 
heard, their opinions remained un- 
changed. 

Mr Homewood. — ^What answer, 
then, if you please, gentlemen, shall 
wc take back to our constituents ? 
Arc we to understand that govern- 
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laent can afford ns no hope of re- 
lief? 

Mr Huskisson. — You will please 
just to report faithfully what has now 
passed between yourselves and the 
BoarcL 


FEBRUARY. 

3d. — London. — Mkkting of thk 
Bank of England on P^jiida y. — The 
Governor rose, and said that the Court 
of Directors had convened the Pro- 
prietary for the purpose of communi- 
cating to them a long correspondence, 
which they had lately held with his 
Majesty’s Government upon subjects 
of the greatest importance connected 
with tlieir affairs. — The first paper, 
enclosed by the Earl of Liverpool and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, con- 
tained, when divested of official tech- 
nicality, in substance, the following 
observations, as comprising the views 
of the Ministers:— 

'' They had, they said, paused, un- 
til the late panic had subsided, and 
until the pecuniary affairs of the coun- 
try were once more running from their 
wholesome and accustomed sources, 
and flowing through their wonted 
channels. That the only remedy 
which the Government could satis- 
factorily suggest with a view of pre- 
venting the return of a similar evil, 
would be found in their taking all the 
steps in their power to recur to a gold 
circulation for the country, as well as 
the metropolis and its neighbourhood, 
and by an immediate measure for the 
restriction of the re-issue of small pa- 
per currency, and the suppression of 
what was afloat within a time to be 
provided— say, within two or three 
years definitively; enlarging, at the 
same time, upon the evils wJiich had 
sowed from a contrary practice. 

** Though the recurrence to the 
gold circulation already effected had 


been, for the reasons stated, produc- 
tive of much good, yet it was by no 
means to be inferred, that to the pa- 
per circulation was to be attributed 
the real evil. This the ministers 
thought capable of demonstration 
from a recurrence to the past history 
of the convulsions in the money 
market. In the year 1793, a revul- 
sion hod taken place far greaUr than 
that which had lately occurred. Near- 
ly 100 country banks had then stop- 
ped payment, and h great issue of Ex- 
chequer hills w^as made ; there were 
then no one or two-pound notes in 
circulation ; and they had this farther 
proof.in support of their opinion, de- 
rivable from the experience of the 
state of Scotland, which was saved 
for along course of years from the con- 
vulsions to M’hich England had been 
occasionally liable, although their 
(the Scots) pecuniary transactions 
were entirely conducted through the 
medium of bank-notes, and in a great 
degree of the smaller denominations. 
Still, though the paper circulation was 
not in itself the real evil, yet there 
could be no doubt that the present 
system of the country banks had a 
local operation, which sufficiently 
showed where tlieir management of 
business was of a solid, and where it 
was of tke contrary character, where 
in fact it was safe, or detrimental to 
the interests of the public, or of indi- 
viduals. 

The Government were entirely 
prepared to do ample justice to the 
manner in which the Bank of Eng- 
land had conducted its affairs, and 
they were likewise most ready to ad- 
mit the general wisdom, the fairness, 
and justice, which governed its ma- 
nagement. But the great and unex- 
ampled progress of the commercial 
affairs of this country within the last 
thirty years had entirely altered the 
relative condition and capabilities of 
the Bank for general pur[)osesj so 
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much so, that it was now no reflection 
upon that corporation to say, that, 
however adequate they had been to 
do exclusively the business of the 
state before, they were not in the 
same degree so competent in the pre- 
sent growth of public affairs for such 
a purpose. Indeed, this was proved 
from the single fact of the great in- 
crease of country banks. Formerly 
the great business of ‘the public was 
conducted through the medium of 
cash and notes directly transmitted 
from London; but the improved prac- 
tical mode of conducting money mat- 
ters on a system of ][)ecuniary credit, 
made the former plan no longer eitlior 
useful or practicable; and hence the 
country banks rose and extended, to 
supply the new arrangements. The 
cause of regret in the present consi- 
deration was not so much tlie exist- 
ence of country banks, but that they 
had so long existed without its being 
deemed necessary to place any legis- 
lative control over their improvi- 
dence and excess. If it were desi- 
rable, which the Government thought 
not, they had it not now in tlieir power 
to extinguish them; but they still 
miglit compel them to abide upon a 
fair, just, and sound system, the ad- 
vantages of which would be so felt 
when once brought into oj^i^ration, 
that the unsafe and dangerous portion 
of the existing establishments would 
soon be found to be absorbed in tiiose 
which became better regulated. 

“ It appeared that there w ere two 
modes of attaining the desirable end 
proposed by the Government. One 
was for the Bank of England to distri- 
bute branch establishments through- 
out the country ; the other, for that 
corporation to surrender a part of its 
unexpired exclusive privileges. With 
reference to tl^ former, it had always 
appeared to*e Government desi- 
rable for the Bank to have establish- 
ed branches on a limited scale. They 


were, however, now quite satisfied 
that Ahe Bank could not carry into 
eftect this extension of their system 
in so easy a manner as was at first ap- 
prehended. There remained, there^ 
fore, only (he other proposition to be 
considered, — namely, the propriety 
of opening bank partnerships beyond 
the terms now stipulated by law, and 
at certain distances from the metro- 
polis. The event would be, as the 
experience of Scotland proved, the 
gradual establishment of solvent bank- 
ing firms throughout the country upon 
a sound system. It was said there 
were now 800 or 9C0 country banks 
throughout England, and of them it 
was no exaggeration to say, that by 
far the greater number were certainly 
not conducted upon a safe and proper 
foundation, and that tlieir vicissitudes 
occasioned a considerable shock to 
public credit generally, and inflicted 
a number of evils. 

They had already referred to the 
banking system of Scotland, where, 
though there were only thirty banks, 
yet they Iiad withstood for a scries of 
years all the shocks which the esta- 
blishments lor hanking had, in Eng- 
land, during the same time, so often 
suflered under — a lact in itself suffi- 
ciently demonstrating the better sys- 
tem of their foundation. The partners 
were prohibited irom embarking in 
extraneous speculations, and other sa- 
lutary arrangements were provided 
for them by law. Let the Bank of 
England, then, only reflect upon the 
increased security which their "Wn 
corporation would derive from the 
prevalence of a sound system, which 
w^as calculated to save tlic country 
from the shocks which in their result 
afl’ected all property generally.” 

The Bank Directors first demand- 
ed as a compensation for the conces- 
sions asked, that their charter should 
be continued for some years longer. 
But this ground was ultimately aban- 
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doned, and the proposal of Ministers 
complied with. As to the scheme of 
establishing branch banhs^ the Go- 
vernor said that the subject had been 
'discussed by the Directors ; and 
though of course in all its details sub- 
ject to future consideration, yet that 
the principles of their establishment 
had been favourably received. 

' There was another meeting of the 
Directors of the Bank on the 45th, 
which terminated by a resolution to 
render assistance to the extent of from 
L.200,000 to L.300,000, to one or two 
mercantile houses, to relieve them 
from present embarrassments. One 
of them is said to be engaged in the 
India trade. 

6th — Edinburgh. — Meeting of 
New Town Proprietors. — On 
Monday a highly respectable meeting 
of Proprietors in the New Town, was 
held in the great room in the Water- 
loo Hotel, pursuant to a requisition 
In the diderent newspapers, in conse- 
quence of the filling up of the valley 
to the east of the Mound, which had 
created serious alarm in the minds of 
the requisitionists that there existed 
a design to erect buildings along the 
south side of Prince's Street. Sir 
James Ferguson of Kilkerran, Bart, 
was unanimously called to the Chair. 

The requisition calling the meeting 
was read, as also the correspondence 
between certain inhabitants of the 
city apd the Lord Provost on the sub- 
ject under review. 

Mr Home Drummond submitted 
thi^ollowing resolutions ; the first of 
which he moved, and was seconded 
by Sir W. Forbes 

■ 1st, That one of the most striking 
aspects of Edinburgh is that which 
is exhibited of the Old Town from the 
eastern division of Prince’s Street, 
md the filling up of the valley, or the 
freetion of buildings between the Old 
and New Town, would be destructive 


of the beauty of tliis quarter of the 
city. 

2d, That the rapid /iccumulation of 
earth now going on in the bottom ofthe 
valley threatens to produce tlie worst 
eifects on the picturesque appearance 
of Edinburgh ; and that this and other 
circumstances justify a strong suspi- 
cion that there is a design to erect 
buildings between Prince's Street and 
the Old Town, to the eastward ofthe 
Mound. 

•.Sd, That a comihittee be appointed 
to confer with the Lord Provost and 
Magistrates on this subject, and to 
remonstrate, in the strongest manner, 
against the depositing any more earth 
in the valley, or the erection of build- 
ings between Prince's Street and the 
Old Town ; with power to call another 
meeting of the proprietors ofthe New 
Town, if necessary; and to report 
their opinion as to the best mode of 
carrying the objects of the meeting 
into effect. 

Mr W. Inglis moved, as an amend- 
ment, that the meeting adjourn, which 
Deacon Purves seconded ; but the mo- 
tion was negatived, and the first reso- 
lution carded by acclamation, as were 
the remaining two in succession. 

Mr Home Drummond said, before 
the Committee was named, he would 
move that its number be restricted, as 
it was often a fault that Committees 
were too numerous, and as the num- 
ber seven had been named, he moved 
that such number should be nomina- 
ted, which was agreed to, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were appointed ; — 

Sir William Forbes, Bart. 

Sir Henry Jardine. 

Henry Cbckburn, Esq. 

James Skene, Esq. 

James Moncreiff, Esq. 

Alexander Douglas, Esq. and 

Professor Graham.^ 

Sir William ForbesWbe Convenrr. 

Mr Jeffrey then proposed a rcsolu- 
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tion for the final adoption of ihe meet- 
ing 

That the gentlemen who signed the 
requisition to the Lord Provost, not 
having succeeded in obtaining a satis- 
factory explanation of what is intend- 
ed as to the ground on the south side 
of Prince's Street, it was highly pro- 
per and expedient to call this public 
meeting, and that they are entitled to 
the thanks of this meeting according- 
ly, for their exertions in a matter so 
interesting to the* inhabitants of fins 
metropolis; which, being seconded, 
was also carried. 

Thanks being voted to the Chair- 
man, the meeting separated. * 

8th. — London. — Cobbktt. — A 
meeting was held this morning at the 
Freemason'sTavern, for the purpose of 
considering the best means of return- 
ing Mr Cobbett to Parliament. At 
one o'clock the avenues to the tavern 
weresotlironged, that an adjournment 
was proposed by Colonel Johnson to 
Lincoln’s Inn Square, in the w'est 
corner of which, after some delay, a 
waggon was placed, which was occu- 
pied by the principal speakers. Sir 
Thomas Beever, after some little tinie, 
addressed the meeting. The Ho- 
nourable Baronet began by saying, 
that he ovred everything himfyslf to Mr 
Cobbett ; till he had read whose wri- 
tings he was quite a poor man, but 
now both he and his family had be- 
come independent, in consequence of 
following his maxims- He felt the 
obligation strongly, and would go on 
to his last shilling towards securing 
Mr Cobbett's return to Parliament. 
The worthy baronet was followed by 
Colonel Johnson, who, after eulogizing 
the principles and abilities of Mr Cob- 
bett, to whom he said he should be 
happy to resign his own seat in the 
House this t^'ry evening, ended by 
reading a string of resolutions, the 
effect of which was, that a subscrij)- 
tion should be raised fortlnviiii, to 
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further the object which the meeting 
hadfin view. 

A deputation of gentlemen con-* 
nected with the silk trade, waited, by 
appointment, upon Lord Liverpool, 
at Fife House, where they met his 
Lordship, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the President and Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Trade, and Mr 
Herries, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, for the purpose of receiv ing an 
answer to certain reports which they 
had delivered respecting the state of 
the silk manufacture of the country, as 
compared with that of the Continont- 
Messrs Gibson, Hale, James, Bell, 
Ballance, Morse, Woollam, &c. at- 
tended. After an interview of more 
than two hours, during which the va- 
rious topics connected with tliese re- 
ports were fully and amply discussed, 
with various degrees of success, as far 
as regards the present admission or 
postponementof foreign manufactured 
silks, the deputation received the un- 
qualified answer of Lord Liverpool and 
his colleagues, that they saw no rea- 
son whatever for recommending to 
Parliament the postponement of the 
introduction of foreign wrought silks 
beyond the 5th of July next. 

The Duke of Wellington set off 
this day, on a mission to congratu- 
late the Russian Emperor, Nicholas, 
in name of his Britannic Majesty, upon 
the accession of the former to the Im- 
perial Throne. 

Five negroes, taken from a French 
ship which was driven into St Ives by 
stress of weather lately, w ere brought 
up to London, and carried before 
Lord Chief Justice Best. No person 
could be found who understood their 
language, and, on this account, their 
story was got very imperfectly. It 
was collected, however, that the ship 
they were found in was a slave-trader, 
which had carried out 24* t slaves, and 
transhipped them all into another ves- 
sel, except these five. No ])iTsoa ap- 

H 
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peared for the captain, and it is un- 
certain what plea he would set-up. 
From want of evidence as to their 
condition, the Chief Justice did not 
decide how they were to be disposed 
of. It is certain that they will bo li- 
berated. I'he only doubt is, whether 
proofs will be obtained to convict 
the ship-master of being a slave-tra- 
der, and liable to be punished for pi- 
racy. 

13th — Edinburgh,— Opening op 
THE Buildings op the Royal In- 
stitution, — This day the Directors, 
with the artists, and a number of ama- 
teurs and gentlemen belonging to the 
city, dined in the New Hall. The 
Earl of Elgin was in the chair, sup- 
ported by the Lord Provost and the 
Earl of Leven, and Sir William Ar- 
buthnot and Sir Henry Jardine offici- 
ated as croupiers. Among tlie com- 
pany were the Earls of Minto and 
Fife, Lords Gillies, Meadowbank, El- 
din, and Medwyn, Sir Philip Durham, 
Mr McDonald of Glengary, Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell, Mr Henry M'*Kenzie, 
Mr J. A. Murray, Professor Russell, 
Dr Hope, Mr Stuart of D unearn, 
Baron Plichthal, the Trench Cpnsul, 
&c. After the routine toasts were 
disposed of, the Chairman gave, "^Tlie 
Institution for the Pincouragement of 
the Fine Arts in Scotland and, in a 
speech of some length, explained its 
object, and the advantages which it 
was expected to produce to the coun- 
try. His lordsliip next gave, The 
Board of Trustees/' by whose assist- 
ance, he said, they had been enabled 
to erect the splendid buildings they 
had now assembled in, and who had 
done so much to promote the success 
of the arts in Scotland. Sir William 
Arbuthnot, in a reply, bore testimony 
to the zeal of the Trustees, and ob- 
served, that some of the living artists, 
whose talents did honour to Scotland, 
had been connected with the Acade- 


my under their charge; he named 
Wilkie and Wilson. 

Glasgow. — The deplorable conse- 
quences of the late over-issue of bank- 
notes are daily displaying themselves. 
We noticed in our last the failures this 
w’eek in Paisley. We are sorry to 
add, that there have since occurred 
stoppages to a considerable amount 
in Glasgow. Every description of* 
hand-weaving is getting gradually 
worse. Harnesses, in particular, ap- 
pear to be going 'down altogether. 
The number of empty looms is rapid- 
ly increasing. The weavers, particu- 
larly those who reside in the vicinity 
of coal-pits and public works, are be- 
ginning to exercise a proper spirit, 
and push themselves into other em-, 
ployments. The shopkeepers, flesh- 
ers, and spirit-dealers, continue re- 
markably slack ; and it was a general 
remark, that so thin a town, and so 
few people buying as on last Satur- 
day, had not been seen for a long 
time. Several hundreds of journey- 
men tailors arc idle, and there are 
few orders executing. The cabinet- 
makers are also feeling the want of a 
ready sale of their articles. In the 
suburbs, it is in vain to attempt to col- 
lect imposts of any kind ; the mass 
of the working population are in great 
poverty-^they have neither money 
nor adequate employment, many are 
totally idle, and there is in general no 
resource but poinding articles of fur- 
niture, if there are any still undispo- 
sed of, to be redeemed if their cir- 
cumstances improve. Loom-shops 
are found shut or partially occupied, 
and many of the dwelling-houses are 
absolutely dismantled to provide tlie 
necessaries of life. There is scarcely 
anything tangible to seize upon, a 
stool, a pot, and a miserable bed often 
comprising the inventory of furniture. 
Stage-coaches are getting only about 
half the number of passenjjcrs they 
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used to have at this time of the 
year. 

20th.-— Edinburgh. — Merchant 
CoMPAft^Y.— This day an extremely 
numerous meeting of this most re- 
spectable body was held in their Hall, 
Hunter’s Square, James Spittal, Esq. 
in the chair. — Mr Spittal briefly sta- 
ted the obiect for which they had 
been brought together on so snort a 
notice. Great distriTst and much ca- 
lamity had been engendered, in con- 
sequence of the failure of a number 
of banking establishments in Eng- 
land, and his Majesty’s Ministers had 
been induced to apply a remedy to 
the evil, while they were also taking 
measures to prevent a recurrence of 
a similar calamity. In the course of 
the discussion which had taken place, 
the banking establishments of Scot- 
land have been referred to, with tri- 
umph ; and it appeared to him to be 
an anomaly, that while, with one 
hand, these establishments were held 
up as perfect models, they should be 
by the other cast to the ground, and 
trodden under foot. His Majesty’s 
Ministers were the most enlightened 
men that for a long period had direct- 
ed the councils of this country ; and 
he was quite convinced, that, if the 
eneral voice of Scotland be given, as 
c was certain it would be, tn favour 
of the existing practice, they will yet 
pause befi>re they destroy that system 
which had hitherto given universal 
satisfaction. He trusted the senti- 
ments of the meeting would be una- 
nimous ; and that every county, city, 
burgh, and public body, in Scotland, 
would meet, and express their senti- 
ments freely on this most important 
subject. He would not take up more 
of the lime of the meeting, as resolu- 
tions had been prepared, and would be 
submitted to the meeting. 

The resolutions were then read by 
the clerk, and unanimously adopted. 
They deprecated alteration in a sys- 


tem which has hitheito worked so 
welU to the perfect security of tlie 
public, and admiration of his Majes- 
ty’s Government ; noticing particu- 
larly the check kept by each bank 
over the issue of notes by another, in 
the mutual exchanges which take 
place twice a- week, when all deflcien- 
cies are paid in cash, or by short bills 
on London. 

Mr A. Sievwright thought that a 
recommendation should be given to 
induce persons in all quarters of the 
country to prepare and send to Par- 
liament similar petitions. 

The Lord Provost seconded that 
suggestion, as he understood that 
such a course of procedure Avould be 
the most effectual means of ascertain- 
ing the sense of the country upon this 
most important subject. 

Mr A. Scott considered that the re- 
solutions which had been read were so 
complete that a recommendation to 
the effect proposed was unnecessary. 

Mr Alex. Henderson (old Lord 
Provost) was of opinion that every 
Scotch Member of Parliament should 
be requested to oppose the measure 
contemplated by Government. It 
would be of little use to present peti- 
tions, unless these were vigorously 
supported. 

Mr Thomas Blackwood moved the 
thanks of the meeting to the Master 
and Assistants, for having called the 
Company together with so much 
promptitude. 

22 J. — London. — L. A. Gold- 
schmidt. — The failure of the emi- 
nent house of Messrs B. A. Gold- 
schmidt and Co. has brought on ano- 
ther calamity in the deatli of Mr L, 
A. Goldschmidt, the principal part- 
ner, whose spirits had for some time 
past been deeply affected through that 
event, and who sank under the mis- 
fortune on Saturday evening. His 
medical attendants were Dr Latham, 
and Mr Andrews, of St Helen’s 
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Place, who pronounced the imme- 
diate cause of his death to be apo- 
plexy, but those who had closer 
means of observation declare the real 
cause to be a broken heart. After 
filling for so long a period a very high 
rank in the commercial world, he 
could not summon fortitude enough 
to bear up against the loss of reputa- 
tion* He was attacked with indispo- 
sition, and took to his bed on the day 
when the house suspended payments, 
and rose from it no more. Had he 
possessed greater self-command on 
the trying occasion, the blow might, 
it is supposed, have been averted ; 
but his difficulties were not revealed 
until it was too late to tender assist- 
ance. Mr Goldschmidt was 4?9 years 
of age. 

22d — County of Ewnburgh 
Mbf/ting. — On Wednesday, a very 
numerous meeting of the freeholders, 
&c. of this county took place in the 
Court-room of the county buildings, 
to consider of a petition to Parliament 
against theprojccted plan of Ministers 
to extend the suppression of bank- 
notes under L.5 to Scotland. 

Sir John Hope, Convener of the 
county, being called to the chair, sta- 
led the object for which the meeting 
had been convened. 

Sir John Dali^mple craved the in- 
dulgence of the meeting, while he 
should submit certain resolutions for 
their approbation. This was not a 
party question ; for he was convinced 
that his Majesty's Government were 
only anxious to promote what they 
considered the public good. The 
Scots system of banking, and the be- 
nefits derived from cash accounts, had 
been approved of by Dr Adam Smith, 
and its usefulness to the community 
generally had been proved by long 
experience. It had existed in Scot- 
land for more than 100 years. By 
means of its banking system, this coun- 
try had pro<?i)ered in an extraordinary 


degree. It had risen from a state of 
poverty and indigence to one of wealth 
and importance ; and while the sys- 
tem in England had been coilVulsed 
from one end of the country to the 
other, that of Scotland had remained 
unshaken and secure. And having 
thus stood the test of so long expe- 
rience, he trusted Ministers would 
hesitate before they sought to alter 
the state of a currency which had af- 
forded such security, or apply to this 
country remedies Vhich were only 
wanting in England. The circulation 
of L.l notes in this country had the 
support of public opinion— the great- 
est confidence was reposed in them — 
and there could be no danger in their 
continuance. It was not unnatural 
for Englishmen to wish an assimila- 
tion of the system in tlie two coun- 
tries ; but this could only arise from 
ignorance of the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Scottish system ; and 
the best way to convince Parliament 
of this, and to show the public feel- 
ing on the subject, was by encoura- 
ging meetings in largo towns and dis- 
tricts throughout the country, to pe- 
tition against the proposed change. 
He concluded by reading a scries uf“ 
resolutions, on which he proposed to 
ground a petition to both Houses of 
Parliament. 

Mr Borthwick of Crookston se- 
conded the resolutions. All the re- 
cent evil had, in his opinion, origina- 
ted in rash speculations, and was no 
way caused by the issuer, of small 
notes. He entered at some length 
into a view of the comparative merits 
of a metallic and paper currency, and 
declared his preference of the latter, 
where its credit was secured by a con- 
vertibility into the former at the plea- 
sure of the holder. 

Mr Michael Linning considered 
paper currency as highly favourable 
not only to the trade and prosperity, 
but to the morals, of the country ; iu*. 
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a bank-note was not near so tempting 
to tlie thief or the avaricious person, 
as the more glittering article gold. 
Indeed he knew that in many parts 
people preferred paper to gold, as 
more secure. It was no uncommon 
thing to see a countryman refuse a 
sovereign, and request a bank-note in 
preference. 

Mr Gibson Craig said ti^ere could 
not be one dissentient voice with re- 
gard to the mantigement of banking 
business in this country. Allow it to 
remain as it was, and the coftntry 
would continue in prosperity. Dis- 
turb or alter it, and ruin must follow. 
The system of c^sh accounts was pe- 
culiar to the Scots Banks, and had 
clone more for the prosperity of the 
country, — it had done more in bring- 
ing forward young men into life and 
business, and advancing them in pro- 
sperity, than anything ever did or 
could do. He spoke for himself, and 
lie believed most of them could speak 
from experience, of the benefita which 
had been derived from this system in 
every department of the trade, ma- 
nufactures, or agriculture of the coun- 
try. If the Banks were not allowed 
to circulate their small notes, they 
must discontinue the granting oi’eash- 
accounts ; and he would ask them to 
look at the consequences ^hich must 
follow the striking oft* these by the 
banks, 'fherc were sufficient checks 
against the over-issues of bank-notes 
— there was the check of foreign ex- 
changes, applicable alike to Scotland 
as to England — besides the general 
exchanges of notes by the Banks, 
wliich take place in Edinburgh twice 
a-week, and where any balance is 
paid over in gold. It was only the 
other day that Mr Maberly’s house 
here had collected L.30,0(X) of Edin- 
burgh bank-notes, and presented them 
for payment, when gold was tendered 
in exchange. He said this was not 
.what he wanted, but bills on London ; 


but he was told that the promise on 
the face of their notes was to pay 
gdd, which they would pay, and no- 
thing else. It was held by Mr Ri- 
cardo, and by every political econo-* 
mist, that the safest currency was pa- 
per convertible into gold ; and it was 
only within these few months that 
they had ever heard an opposite opi- 
nion. Were they then to give up the 
experience of a century for the theory 
of a few months ? Since the first 
establishment of banking in Scotland, 
there had been only a few instances 
of failure, and these of obscure banks, 
where the loss had been very trifling ; 
and be would ask, was this enough to 
throw discredit on the whole system ? 
One Bank had some years ago given 
up business, which had by a system 
of villainy been robbed of about 
L.160,0()0, but the country sustained 
no loss. Every engagement of that 
hank was made good by the proprie- 
tors. The Fife Bank, too, had re- 
cently ceased to do business. Their 
want of success was caused by mere 
carelessness in not asking payment of 
their debts. But in this case, also, as 
they all knew, nothing was lost to the 
country. So far, tlien, from these 
cases making against the system, they 
were proofs that tlieM’e was no risk 
in it. The system of banking in this 
country Iiad stood long, and ouglit to 
be supported ; and if they were true 
to thcmsLlves they must support it. 
Ministers, he believed, wished to serve 
the country, and in this measure only 
acted upon erroneous impressions. It 
was therefore their duty to put them 
right. 

Mr Mowbray, W. S- said, in Scot- 
land, a man was considered to have 
no property until his debts were paid ; 
but this was not the case in England. 
There, a banker might possess thou- 
sands in landed property ; and when 
he dies, it is not liable for Jiis debts. 
English notes were thcrclbn^ not s<; 
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good as Scots notes, because in this 
country, every farthing that a man 
possessed was liable for their payment. 
^ The resolutions were then carried 
unanimously, and a petition, founded 
on them, having been read and ap- 
proved of, was signed by the gentle- 
men present. 

Church Patronages of Dalrv 
Carsphairn.— Tlie first of these 
patronages, in which the incumbent 
was stated to be 88 years of age, sold 
lately for L,2500 ; and the second, 
which is only a vice-patronage, and 
where the incumbent is only a young 
man, for L.1050. The successful 
competitors were the trustees of Mr 
Forbes of Callendar. The Society 
for Improving Church Patronage of- 
fered L.2450 for Dairy, and L.IGOO 
for the vice-patronage of Carsphairm 

Harrow School. — The town of 
Harrow has lately been thrown into 
the utmost state of consteniation, 
owing to the sudden disappearance 
and unforeseen defalcatiop of Mr Mark 
Drury, the second master ^f the 
school, and who has been above forty 
years in the Harrow establishment ; 
and also of his son, Mr John Drury, 
another master of the school, both of 
whom quitted the town by night, lea- 
ving enormous debts behind them; 
but they have since been arrested, and 
are both at present in prison. Their 
debts, in the town and neighbourhood 
of Harrow, are estimated at upw’'ards 
of L.40,000, and the tradespeople of 
the town are almost to an individual 
more or less sufferers, and many en- 
tirely ruined ; there have been exe- 
cutions in several of the tradespeople’s 
houses ; the losses to some individuals 
are said to be immense — one butcher 
alone, L.2700; a linen-draper, L,7(X)0, 
a great part of which was money lent. 

MARCH. 

3d.— London.— Suicide of M. B. 
Lousada, Esq. — Moses Benjamin 


Lousada, Esq. of Finsbury Square, a 
gentleman well known and highly re- 
spected as a member of the Stock 
Exchange, put a period to hisicxist- 
ence, having been for several days 
previously in a state of distraction, 
caused b^ disappointment, chiefly of 
a domestic nature. During the last 
fortnight it was observed by his friends 
that he laboured under an extraordi- 
nary depression of spirits, which was 
attributed to some losses which he 
sustained, in commcn with other re- 
spectable Stockbrokers, by the recent 
failures. His eldest daughter eloped 
about a fortnight ago with one of his 
clerks, g circumstance which appear- 
ed, it is said, nearly to drive him 
frantic. 

In the Hamburgh papers we find 
a minute and not uninteresting ac- 
count of the honours paid to his Grace 
the Duke of Wellington at Berlin, 
and of the various gaieties which 
awaited him in that capital. Of these 
not the least were the interviews with . 
several veteran friends, whom he had 
formerly mei under very different cir- 
cumstances, amid the tumult and dan- 
gers of battle. The Duke did not fail 
to visit the widow of the brave Blucher. 

Silk Trade. — The silk-weavers 
in Spitalfields are likely soon to be 
placed in a better situation than they 
have been for some time past. A very 
heavy duty for raw silk has just been 
paid, and now the masters find the 
Government are firm in their deter- 
mination to adhere to their plan re- 
specting the importation of French 
silk, they have begun to put their 
hands on again. Several new silk- 
looms, on the French model, we un- 
derstand, are nearly completed at 
Stamford, They have been for some 
time fitting up by a French workman 
for Mr Gouger. 

Some of the principal managers of 
the great Scotch Banks, viz. of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland, of the Com- 
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niercial Bank, and the British Linen 
Company, are arrived in town for the 
purpose of protesting against the mea- 
sure /or withdrawing the small notes 
from circulation in Scotland, and have 
had interviews with Ministers on the 
subject. 

5th. — The deputation from Glas- 
gow were in close conference this 
afternoon with the Bank Directors, on 
the subject of the amount and mode 
of relief to be applied to Glasgow. I 
liave their auti^rity for stating, that 
the conduct of the Director! has 
been throughout most liberal, and 
that the immediate arrangement with 
them is highly satisfactory ; and the 
Bank have stated their willingness to 
advance from L.300,000 to 1^.400,000 
for the use of Glasgow, upon goods 
or unexceptionable personal security. 
'J'he mode of advance, as far as I can 
collect it, (for on this point there is 
some reserve,) will be upon certificate 
of value of the goods, or solvency of 
the parties. It is not believed that 
L.40J,000 will be really wanted in 
Glasgow. 

'J'he Manchester deputation have 
liad the same reason to be satisfied 
with the conduct of the Bank Direc- 
tors, but I understand, that in conse- 
quence of the personal interference 
of Mr Lloyd, the emineiVi banker, a 
large sum has already been sent down 
to Manchester by the Bank of Eng- 
land. Mr Wood of Manchester, who 
has been very prominent in negotia- 
ting for the interests (jf that town 
with Government and the Bank, left 
Radley's hotel, Blackfriars, yesterday 
evening, to return home. To use liis 
own words, everything had been 
arranged in the most satisfactory 
manner.” Of the Liverpool Depu- 
tation I know nothing. Mr leister 
Ellis returned two or three days ago, 
but from what that gentleman stated 
when here, I have no doubt that Li- 
verpool will receive all the relief it is 
in want of. 


Copy of an oath taken by his Ma- 
jesty's subjects at 8t Petersburgh, on 
the occasion of the accession of his 
Imperial Majesty Nicholas the First : 
— We, the undersigned subjects of 
his Britannic Majesty, and other mem- 
bers of the Britisli Church, make 
oath and swear, upon the Holy Evan- 
gelists, that we will be true, faithful, 
and submissive to his Imperial Ma- 
jesty the most gracious and great sove- 
reign the Emperor Nicholas Paulo- 
vitch, autocrat of all the Itussias, and 
to his son, Alexander Nicholavitch, 
successor to his Imperial Majesty’s 
throne, or who may be appointed, 
and that we will guard and preserve 
the rights and privileges belonging 
to his power and right which have 
been decreed, or may be decreed 
hereafter, to the best of our under- 
standing, power, and ability ; and 
likewise, that we will endeavour, as 
much as possible, to forward ail that 
may relate to the real service of his 
Imperial Majesty, and the just inte- 
rests of the *^en[)i)ire in the two realms. 
So help us God and the Holy Word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. A- 
men.” 

20th. — EmiNBuaGii. — Suicide or 
William Pollock. — A most extra- 
ordinary circumstance took place in 
the jail of this city, this morning. Pol- 
lock, the mail who was under sen- 
tence of death for the murder of his 
wife, and who was to have suffered 
the last punishment of the law to- 
day, .strangled himself in his cell with 
a portion of his own shirt. At eight 
o'clock, the upper turnkey visited 
Pollock, and cleaned his cell. The 
prisoner then said he felt more easy, 
and in better spirits. When break- 
fast was taken to him, about half past 
nine, he was found dead, but not quite 
cold. He had torn out the back of 
his shirt, and a strip from the side ot' 
a blanket, and these he twisted ioto 
the form of a small rope, and fasten- 
ed to the cross-bar of a table — a piece 
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of wood about 15 inches lonjOf, and 
three-quarters of an inch thick— 
which he had laid across the veqti- 
lator of Ins cell, a small circle of 18 
inches diameter, formed in the wall 
which separates the apartment from 
the passage. The height of this ven- 
tilator is only 6 feet 4, or thereabouts, 
from the floor of the cell. But be- 
tween it and the floor is the bed — a 
tliick oak plank — on which the un- 
happy man lay — and likewise the 
gaud or iron bar to which he was fas- 
tened. He had adjusted his bed-clothes, 
however, so as to entangle his feet, 
and prevent them reaching the ground, 
when he threw himself off. He had 
also drawn a rug between the gaud 
and the ring of his fetters, to prevent 
noise. Indeed, the whole circumstan- 
ces evinced a degree of determination 
and deliberation that is surprising. 
Pollock left three letters, and a scrap 
of paper containing an inventory of 
his effects, in the jail ; these he wish- 
ed to be given to his son. The let- 
ters were all of nearly the same te- 
nor ; in tliem he admits the guilt of 
suicide, but states that he could not 
endure the thought of suffering on 
the scaffold for a crime he “ could 
not bring his mind to believe be was 
guilty of.'' To Mr Young, the go- 
vernor, he writes,—^' Excuse this 
rash act ; when you consider all, you 
will see there is good intentions, 
though not towards myself." Pol- 
lock has throughout the whole course 
of his confinement, conducted him- 
self very quietly ; but always denied 
the murder, and appeared rather irri- 
tated when taxed with it. He has 
been attended by the Rev. Dr Lee 
since bis condemnation. 

Scottish Currency. — The fol- 
lowing members compose the Select 
Committee appointed to inquire 
into the state of the circulation in 
promissory notes under the value of 
L5 in Scotland and Ireland, and to 


report their observations and opinion 
thereupon to the Hou8e,with reference 
to the expediency of making any al- 
teration in the laws now in force re- 
lating thereto — Mr Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr Secretary Peel, 
Mr Tierney, Mr John Smith, the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, Sir John 
Newport, Mr Sturges Bourne, Mr 
John Dennison, Mr Archibald Camp- 
bell, Mr Huskisson, Sir George Hill, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton, Lord 
Francis Leveson Gower, Sir Henry 
Parnrll, Lord Viscount Althorp, Mr 
Calcraft, Mr Abercromby, Mr Ellis, 
(of Dublin,) Sir Matthew Ridley, Mr 
George Dawson, Sir George Clerk, 
Mr Grenfell, Mr William Dundas, 
Mr Brougham, Lord Viscount Pal- 
merston, Mr William Gordon ; — 
Power to send for persons, papers, 
and records ; five to be the quorum* 
The list has been incorrectly given 
in some Edinburgh papers. 

At the close of the sitting of the 
Higli Court of Justiciary, this day^ 
the following observations upon Bride- 
well were made by the J lulge^ : 

The Loru Justice Clerk.— I 
have now prepared the deliverance on 
the subject of Bridewell, to which I 
formerly alluded. I, however, must 
take this opportunity to state, that the 
step is taken from a thorough convic- 
tion of the necessity of an alteration 
in the economy of Bridewell, but 
with no intention to throw the slight- 
est reflection on any of the constitu- 
ted authorities of this city ; for I am 
perfectly sensible' of the anxiety of 
the Lord Provost and Magistrates of 
the city, as well as that of the Sheriff 
of the county, to discharge the duty 
imposed upon them with the strictest 
fidelity. But while I call their atten- 
tion to the state of the Bridewell of 
tliis city, I am bound to state, tliat 
they, in my opinion, have done every- 
thing in their power, considering their 
inadequate means, to render the state 
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of that establishment as perfect as pos- 
sible. I beg distinctly to say, that 
the Court, in adopting the present 
course* is not doing anything against 
the credit of those honourable per- 
sons, as the Court is only following 
the same cours^which has been adopt- 
ed by your Lordships on the different 
circuits. We all consider it as a part 
of our duty to examine the state of 
the Jails and Bridewells, and it is‘ 
equally our duty to attend to that of 
this city. [[His Lordship then read 
a deliverance recommending an alfer- 
ation in the internal structure and 
management of Bridewell, which is 
to be communicated to the Lord Pro- 
vost and Sheriff.] His Lordship con- 
tinued : — It is from a conviction of 
the necessity of the case that I have 
been induced to prepare this deliver- 
ance. The Court does not take upon 
itself to direct the ways and means by 
which these much to be desired mea- 
sures are to be carried into effect, nor 
have I the smallest intention to inter- 
fere with the powers of the Bridewell 
Commissioners — nor with the city, on 
the one hand, or the county on the 
other ; yet I have no difficulty in say- 
ing, that an opportunity -is now afford- 
ed for procuring a Bridewell that will 
be fully adequate to all purposes. In 
my opinion, the present Bridewell 
ought to be converted into a debtors' 
jail. A portion of it might be set 
apart as an auxiliary to the present 
jail — for, notwithstanding the great 
expense at which it was erected, from 
the great increase of crime, it has been 
found to be too confined. I should 
wish a Bridewell to be constructed 
on proper principles, as it is but too 
evident that the construction of the 
present one is founded on fundament- 
al error ; as it affords the prisoners not 
only the opportunity of seeing and 
speaking together, but of instructing 
and encouraging each other in the most 
effectual modes of committing crime. 


Were the present Bridewell convert* 
ed into a debtors' jail, which is con* 
fessedly much wanted, and upon the 
area reserved for the debtors* jail a 
Bridewell built, ample means would 
be afforded to have a building erected 
upon the best and most approved 
principles. In the erection of such a 
building, it would be well to attend 
to the })lan adopted in the enlarged 
Bridewell of Glasgow, which is what 
it ought to be — a place for the re- 
formation and amendment of crimi- 
nals, rather than w^hat this Bridewell 
had become — a place for the encou- 
ragement of crime. By an anony- 
mous pamphlet, which was put into 
my hands last night, I am glad to 
learn, that since the new Bridewell of 
Glasgow has been erected, an evident 
decrease of crime has taken place in 
that city, which, I trust, will be found 
to be the case by my brethren who go 
the circuit ; and 1 have no doubt, if 
the same means be adopted here, the 
same results will follow. 

Lori^Gilx^iks — I entirely concur 
in every word which has fallen from 
your Lordship. I am quite convinced 
that the Bridewell of this city is not 
well conducted. While on this sub- 
ject, I may observe, that of late years 
the proper construction of Bridewells 
is a subject which has engaged much 
public attention. In this age, it is 
considered that a prison should be 
rather calculated to reform than de- 
grade offenders, and I have no doubt 
that means such as those which your 
Lordship has suggested, may, and 
will be adopted, to carry those mea- 
sures into effect. The manner in which 
offenders are confined in Scotland is 
a very important subject. By the 
present law, every burgh is obliged 
to maintain the prisoners in its own 
jail. The consequence is, that they, 
in many cases, are unable to build 
proper jails where the prisoners can 
be kept even in safe custody-much 
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less in a slate of proper classification ; 
and for the same reasons, those upder 
whose charge they are, are by no 
means qualified for those important 
duties. I, therefore, think it high 
time to put a stop to a system which 
is so opposed to the wishes of every 
humane person. 

Lord Meadowbank.— I entertain 
opinions exactly similar to those of 
your Lordships on this important sub- 
ject. When I held another situation 
under the Crown, I was impressed 
with the necessity of some step like 
that alluded to by Lord Gillies, but 
whether from the state of the country 
at the time, or from local prejudices, 
1 found it quite impossible to obtain 
the concurrence of those bodies upon 
M'hom the assessment would rest. It 
occurred to me, that when govern- 
ment were dismantling so many bar- 
racks, a few years ago, some of these 
might have been obtained for the pur- 
pose of being applied to confinement 
and reformation of criminals. Objec- 
tions insurmountable, however, were 
started, and such a plan was found to 
be altogether impracticable. I am 
perfectly persuaded that there has not 
been one word said by either of your 
Lordships in which the public will 
i.not entirely concur. All must be sa- 
tisfied that the present means of in- 
flicting punishment — that is to say, 
combining punishment with the re- 
formation of the offenders — is altoge- 
ther inadequate. It ought to be the 
main object of the police of Scotland 
to prevent contamination in * those 
places where criminals are detained. 
A young offender cannot be sent to 
the Bridewell of this city for the first 
time, without coming out of that in- 
stitution much more hardened than 
lie had gone in. 

The Lord Justice Clerk ex- 
plained, that although his observa- 
tions more immediately applied to the 
Bridewell of this city, he perfectly 


concurred in what had been said by 
Lord Gillies as to other jails in Scot- 
land. He had frequently urged the 
subject when on the circuits, and 
particularly at Ayr, with a view to 
induce the county of Wigtoun to join 
when the new jail at Ayr was erected, 
and also at Inverness, with reference 
to the jails in the North. 

His MAJEfeTY*s Health. 

, “ King’s Lodge, March 19, 1826. 

The King has had but little sleep 
last night. His Majesty is much the 
same as )’^esterday. (Signed) 
Henry Halford. 

Matthew John Tierney. 
Henry Herbert Southey.'^ 

“ King’s Lodge, Windsor Park, 
March 20. 

“ The King has had a very good 
night. His Majesty is convalescent. 

(Signed) Henry HalfordJ' 

Sir Matthew Tierney was sent for 
to attend the King on Wednesday, 
from Brighton. On Friday, Sir 
Matthew Tierney came to London, 
and reported to Mr Secretary Can- 
ning, and several others of the ("abi- 
net Ministers, the state of the King. 
Sir Henfy Halford remained ivith the 
King on Sunday till about one o'clock, 
when he left the Royal Lodge, and 
proceeded post to London, and arri- 
ved at his residence in Curzon Street, 
May fair ; he shortly after proceeded 
in his town-carriage to the Earl of 
Liverpool's house, in Whitehall, to 
report the state of the King yester- 
day, and afterwards proceeded to the 
house of Mr Secretary Canning to 
make a similar report. 

We understand that the illness of 
the King was an infiammation of the 
abdominal region, and that there is 
no truth in the report of his having 
been afflicted with dropsy. This state* 
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ment must be gratifying, as it shows 
that the illness haa not a chronic 

character, 

Deatth of the King of Portu- 
gal. — A telegraphic dispatch recei- 
ved this evening* announces the death 
of the King of Portugal. On the 4th 
inst. his Majesty was attacked with 
an apoplectic fit, together with epi- 
lepsy. On the 5th and 6th his ma- 
lady increased to such a degree as to 
create the greatest alarm for his life. 
After the crisis oflheGth, his Mai^ty 
experienced no new attack till the 
9th, when his malady returned with 
augmented violence, to which the 
King yielded, and laid down his life 
on the 10th, at six in the evening. 
At the departure of the courier, the 
Princess Isabella Maria, eldest daugh- 
ter of the King, acted as Regent. 
Lisbon was quite tranquil. We are 
enabled to state that the legation of 
his Majesty, the King of Portugal, 
has not dispatched a courier to the 
Infant Don Miguel, who is at Vienna, 
to announce the illness of the King, 
his father, as a Journal of ^his day 
asserts. John IV. King of Portugal, 
Emperor of Brazil, was born May 
ISth, 1767. From 1792 he goyerned 
in the character of Regent, in the 
name of the Queen, his mother, who 
was affected with mental alienation. 
He succeeded her in 1817, and was 
crowned at Rio Janeiro, to which 
place he had retired on the invasion 
of Portugal by Bonaparte, who, in the 
hope of seizing his person, lost no 
time in proclaiming that the House of 
Braganza had ceased to reign. John 
VI., while still but Prince of Brazil, 
married, in ^790, the Infanta Char- 
lotte Joachima, daughter of King 
Charles IV. of Spain. The Infanta 
Isabella Maria, who now acts as Re- 
gent, is the fourth daughter of John 
VI. She was born July 4, 1801. 

The Universities. — We are ex- 
tremely concerned to state that Ox- 


ford has been, during the last week^ 
in a^very disturbed condition. Seve- 
ral ^tty interruptions of tranquillity 
had occurred previously — and indeed 
a tuft or two had been rusticated from 
Christ Church — but on Sunday even- 
ing the serious work began, and on 
Monday night it was carried to its 
height. There has not been such a 
regular gown and town affair these 
ten years. Two young noblemen, 
whose pugilistic accomplishments 
had been exhibited in bold relief 
opposite to Exeter College, have 
been expelled from Oriel ; and a va* 
riety, both of expulsions and rustica- 
tions, have taken place in other quar- 
ters. 

Cambridge, March 16. — lOo'clock 
at night — Since I wrote this morn- 
ing, I find that several persons have 
received severe injuries by the mis- 
siles thrown last night. Two are se- 
riously wounded, one a gownsman, 
the other a carpenter. This evening 
the gownsmen have assembled again, 
and raised the cry of defiance to the 
town. They are now parading the 
market place and the other parts of 
the town ; but they seem to have in- 
timidated their opponents, who ga- 
ther in straggling groups, but dis- 
perse at their approach. The Proc- , 
tors are busily employed in following 
the course of the belligerents, and 
have induced a good many to sepa- 
rate from the more refractory spirits, 
and return to their lodgings ; the main 
body, however, which consists of near- 
ly one hundred gownsmen, are still 
in a state of obstinate resistance to 
both municipal and academic laws. 
In the High Street, a gownsman just 
now mounted on some railing, and 
addressed a speech to his fellow stu- 
dents, representing the folly of their 
conduct, and exhorting them to dis- 
perse ; but his admonitions were re- 
ceived with jeers and bootings. There 
is, indeed, no comp.ict marshalling of 
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forces, as there was last night. The 
students, who are anxious for a^^row/’ 
seek it in every part of Cambridge, 
and raise the cry of Gown, gown/* 
in all quarters in succession. That 
the townsmen will meet the challenge 
does not appear at present likely ; but 
if they should, we trust the powers of 
the law will not slumber witli those to 
whom are intrusted their impartial 
execution. 

Return of his Majesty*s Ship 
Blondk from the Sandwich Is- 
lands. — H. M. S. Blonde, com- 
manded by Lord Byron, has arrived 
from the Sandwich Islands, whither 
she conveyed the bodies of the King 
and Queen of those islands, with the 
chiefs who had accompanied them to 
England. The Blonde left England 
in the autumn of 1824 ; ou her arrival 
at Valparaiso, Mr Charleton, consul- 
general of the islands in the Pacific, 
was sent forward to Woahoo, to an- 
nounce the death of the King and 
Queen, and the expected arrival of 
the Blonde with the bodies. It was 
Tegarded as a remarkable ’^circum- 
stance by the natives, that just pre- 
vious to the period of Mr CharIeton*s 
arrival at Woahoo, certain natural 
phenomena — such as the extraordi- 
nary overflowing and recession of the 
tide, an eclipse of the moon, and so 
forth, had taken place, which im- 
pressed them with a belief that some 
fatality had happened to the king or 
(pieen; similar occurrences being ob- 
served when lamahama the First 
died, the first sovereign who conquer- 
ed all the seven islands, brought them 
under one government, and after- 
wards ceded them to Vancouver, in 
1794. This omen, or presentiment, 
was confirmed by Mr Charleton's ar- 
rival. When the Blonde arrived at 
Honoruru (the anchorage of Woa- 
hoo) in May last, she was, howevei*, 
jmmediateU" saluted by 19 guns from 
the fort. The day afterwards. Lord 


Byron and all his officers had an au- 
dience of the Regent, (Karaimoku, 
the brother of Boki, the jgovernor, 
who came to England,) at ms house, 
at which were delivered, in the pre- 
sence of all the heads of the nation, 
the presents sent out in the Blonde 
by our King. The present King of 
the islands is Kaukiauly, a lad about 
eleven years of age, brother of Rio 
Rio, who died in England. On the 
23d of May, (four days after the ar- 
rival of the Blondq,) at eleven, a. jRi. 
th^ bodies of the King and Queen 
were landed, attended by Lord By- 
ron and all the officers of the Blonde, 
dressed in their full uniforms. On the 
arrival of the boats at the landing 
point, they were placed on two fune- 
ral cars, and drawn by native Ciiiefs 
(about 40 to each car) to the late 
room of audience belonging to the 
Prince Regent, the tomb-house not 
being finished. Kaukiauli, brother of 
the late king, and the Princess Na- 
hienaena, were the chief mourners^ 
supported by Lord Byron and the 
British consul ; the numerous chiefs 
of the island and the officers of the 
Blonde formed an extensive funeral 
cavalcade. The Blonde continued at 
the island about six weeks, during 
which Lord Byron attended the meet- 
ings of the chiefs, who gravely deli- 
berated respecting the succession of 
the young king and princess to the 
throne, as heretofore miglit had con- 
stituted right. This important mat- 
ter was, however, very amicably ar- 
ranged, the heads of the nation and 
all the chiefs expressing their earnest 
desire to conform themselves strictly 
to the laws of legitimacy and consan- 
guinity. This island is described as 
the most fertile of all the Sandwich 
islands. The inhabitants, by a late 
census, amounted to 40,000. 

The Blonde proceeded from Wo- 
ahoo to visit the Isle of Owhyhee, 
(about a three days* run,) and refit 
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tliere. She anchored in one of the 
finest bays in the world, (now called 
Byron Bay,) which Vancouver was 
deterned froni entering by a coral 
rock appearing to impede the en- 
trance, but which actually forms its 
principal security. It is a most safe 
position ; and its rich and beautifully 
varied scenery has obtained for it the 
appellation of The Eden of the 
Sandwicli Islands.'* In the neighbour- 
hood of this bay, the island is in the 
highest state of (^fertility ; but the^na- 
tives are in nearly the same state as 
they were when Captain Cook disco- 
vered them in 1779. An American 
missionary had ai’rived there about 
six months before, whose instructions 
would, no doubt, advance them in 
civilization, as those of his brethren 
had the natives at Woahoo. The 
Blonde then returned from Byron 
Bay to Woahoo, and Lord Byron 
took leave of tlie King Regent, and 
Chiefs, and fulfilled the purpose of 
•his visit to the islands in the highest 
degree satisfactory to thenf and be- 
neficial to the country. The kind- 
ness, grace, and attentions of his lord- 
ship to the natives, we are assured, 
have made the most favourable im- 
pression on them of the English cha- 
racter. The Blonde was literally la- 
den with stock and provisioifs of every 
description by the natives, who re- 
fused paymentfor anything they could 
supply to the ship. The Blonde left 
Woahoo for Karakokdoa Bay, where 
Captain Cook was unfortunately kill- 
ed/ Here Lord Byron erected a hum- 
ble simple monument to the memory 
of the great circumnavigator — not on 
the spot where he was killed, as that 
was found impracticable, it being un- 
der water, but where bis body was 
cut up, on the top of a hill, about a 
mile from the shore. The natives of 
the islands having embraced Chris- 
tianity, the Regent gave permission 


to Lord Byron to visit the sacred se- 
pulchre, and take therefrom whatever 
relics of their former religion he wish- 
ed to possess. The sanctuary was 
filled with their gods, the work of 
men’s hands,” some manufactured of 
wicker-work and feathers, others 
carved of wood, with numerous ar- 
ticles which bad been made sacred by 
being offered to them, in acts of gra- 
titude for success in fishing, hunting, 
and other occupations of their simple 
life. But the article that most struck 
the visitors as remarkable, was an 
English consecrated drum. The tem- 
ple was despoiled of most of its former 
sacred treasures, which are brought 
to England in the Blonde. The 
Blonde left the Sandwich Islands 
to proceed to Otaheite, but, in con- 
sequence of the trade winds, she could 
not fetch it by 500 miles, and there- 
fore made a direct course for the coast 
of Chili, during which she fell in with 
Malden’s, Husbruck’s and Parry Is- 
lands, the two former uninhabited, 
and tho latter only known to the in- 
habitants of Otaheite, and made a 
wonderful run of 4^500 miles in 
three weeks, and 7693 miles in 49 
days. 

Tfie King of the Sandwich Islands, 
Tamahama the First, who died in 
1819, had made most considerable ad- 
vances towards civilization ; he had 
erected for the defence of his island, 
three forts, one of which mounts 42 
pieces of ordnance ; he possessed also 
a considerable fleet, with which he 
had subdued the whole group of is- 
lands, and, at the time of his death, 
was arranging an expedition for the 
conquest of Otaheite and the other So- 
ciety Islands, situated at least a thou- 
sand miles from him. The simple ha- 
bits and easy modes of living of the 
natives do not pre^npt to much per- 
sonal exertion ; they recjuin* no cloth- 
ing, and their fish, wdn'ch is abundant. 
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with the tarra-root, which grows spon* 
taneously, afFurd them a gratuitous, 
coostant, and plentiful subsistence. 
It has never, until now, been ascer- 
tained with certainty how they dis- 
posed of their dead. It appears, that 
this duty of concealment devolves 
upon the next of kin, who buries the 
body in the middle of the night fol- 
lowing their death ; and when the 
flesh has been consumed, they gather 
up the bones, which they convey into 
the interior, and lodge them in a ca- 
vity, or cliff of the rocks ; these spots 
are then tabooed, or held sacred, by 
the erection of four poles, to go with- 
in which is death. The only symp- 
toms of anger any of the natives dis- 
covered towards the Blonde's people, 
was when, accidentally, one of them 
removed a portion of one of these de- 
positories of the remains of mortality. 
The bones of the royal family, in the 
same manner, are collected in a tem- 
ple or sepulchre, and which is the only 
remaining building of the former re- 
ligion now on the island, and which 
is situated in Karakoa Bay. The bow, 
arrow, slings, and clubs of the de- 
ceased kings and chief warriors are 
also deposited with their remains. 

21st. — Ayr. — A most distressing 
accident occurred this morning, at the 
coal-pit lately opened by Mr Taylor, 
at the Bell Rock Quarry, opposite 
Prestwick Toll, by which three men 
lost their lives, and five have been 
materially injured. This pit has only 
been wrought about three weeks. The 
men who first came to go down this 
morning, were doubtful as to their 
safety, and sent for William Pride, an 
experienced collier, in order that his 
opinion might be taken. Pride arri- 
ved, along with Mr Gordon, a nephew 
of Mr Taylor's, and who acted as a 
master or inspector of the works, and 
it was resolved to go down. John 
Dunlop and William Smellie went 
first down, Pride and Mr Gordon 


next, and after them Joseph Ewing 
and John Rice. Two boys were stand- 
ing at the pit-head waiting the return 
of the creel to go down, when a dread- 
ful explosion took place, which burst 
the building at the pit-head, and drove 
the two boys to the ground, at a dis- 
stance of eight or ten yards from 
where they stood. In about ten or 
fifteen minutes, a cry was heard from 
below, and, updln going down, Mr 
Gordon, Smellie, and Rice, were 
foutjd in a senseless state. William 
Pride was able to speak, Ewing and 
Dunlop were dead, and Rice expired 
a few minutes after he was brought 
up. These unfortunate men have all 
left wives and children to bewail tlieir 
loss. We are happy to state, that no 
fears are entertained for the recovery 
of the others. 

23d. — LEiTn.— L eithMechanics' 
Institution. — This evening an ex- 
tremely numerous and highly respect- 
able meeting was held in the Ex- 
change Sale Rooms, Bernard Street,. 
Leith I fof the purpose of forming a 
Mechanics' Institution there. On the 
motion of Mr Thomas Weir, Bailie 
Hardie was called to the chair. Mr 
Hardie opened the meeting by a short 
speech, explanat^iry of the object for 
which it had been called. After which 
resolutiorfS, ten in number, were put 
by different gentlemen, and unani- 
mously carried. The thanks of the 
meeting were voted to the Magistrates 
of Leith for their liberal donation of 
ten guineas to the institution, — to Mr 
Allardice, who was to print 1000 
copies of the prospectus, &c. gratis — 
to Dr Kelly,— to Mr Hedderwick, (a 
mechanic,) and to the chairman, for 
his able conduct in the chair. The 
speeches delivered by the several 
gentlemen who moved and seconded 
the different resolutions, were really 
excellent and to the point. J'wo 
young mechanics, named Innes and 
Hedderwick, delivered speeches which 
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would have done credit to persons in 
a far more exalted sphere of life, and 
which were received with rapturous 
applause. Subscription papers were 
opened in the room, and, in the course 
of ten minutes, upwards L.50 were 
subscribed. TJie annual subscrip- 
tion of a mechanic is to be 1 2.y., and 
the donation of a guinea entitles any 
person to attendance on the Lectures, 
but no part in the management. Ap- 
prentices under fourteen years are to 
be admitted at h^lf price. The ipa- 
nagement of the Institution is to be in 
the hands of the mechanics, but, at 
the same time, the nomination of Ex- 
traordinary Directors is to be by the 
members who subscribe, which, it is 
thought, will make the public take a 
more active interest in the welfare of 
the Institution. 

Stonehaven Hakbour. — The im- 
provement of this central harbour up- 
on the eastern coast of Scotland, has 
long been contemplated as a work of 
much value to the district of Kincar- 
dineshire, and to the shipping of the 
Firths of Forth and Moray, calcula- 
ted on many occasions to save the re- 
petition of coasting voyages to a place 
of safety in adverse winds. The foun- 
dation-stone of this useful work was 
laid on the 14th curt, with masonic 
ceremony, by Archibald Farefuharson, 
Esq. of Finzean, M.P. assisted by Peter 
Christian, Esq. chief magistrate of 
Stonehaven, On this hapj)y occasion 
no fewer than ten lodges, in their 
costume, walked in procession ; the 
Finzean lodge in uniform tartan, to- 
gether with the co-operatives and 
friendly societies of the place, and al- 
so a great assemblage of people from 
the surrounding country attended to 
view this interesting spectacle. In 
the afternoon there was an ordinary 
at Collins* Jnn, which was got up in 
his usual style of neatness and com- 
fort, to upwards of sixty persons who 
sat down to dinner— Mr Farquharson 


in the chair, and Mr ('liristian, crou- 
pier— when many loyal and patriotic 
toasts were given, and the evening 
was spent with the greatest hilarity. 

Forgehv in France — Forgery 
has become so alarmingly prevalent 
in France, in consequence of the faci- 
lity which the chemical discoveries of 
late years have given to its commis- 
sion, that the minister of justice at 
Paris has been induced to request the 
French Academy to devise some plan 
for the prevention of the crime. The 
forgers first discharge from notes or 
drafts everything but the stamp and 
the signature ; then, by an easy pro- 
cess, restore the paper to its original 
consistence and colour ; and after- 
wards insert what they please, and 
circulate the falsified documents. At- 
tempts are making to counteract this 
evil by one of two means — either by 
the invention of an ink capable of re- 
sisting every chemical agent, or by 
adding, in the manufacture of the pa- 
per, some ingredient which the pro- 
cess employed by the forgers may in- 
delibly colour. 

Chancery.— It appears by the evi- 
dence appended to the Chancery Re- 
port, that the property now vested 
in securities, in the name of the Ac- 
countant-General of the Court of 
Chancery, amounts to upwards of 
ihiriy-inne mil li ons. 

Agriculture. — An experiment 
has lately been tried on J^ord Al- 
tliorp's farm, at Cha[)el Brampton, 
with a view of ascertaining the rela- 
tive merits of Swedish turnips and 
mangel wurzel. The food consumed 
by two oxen, which were tied up on 
the 26th December last, was weigh- 
ed, and the increase in the wciglUs 
of the oxen ascertained. In the first 
month, No. 1 consumed 1624ilbs. of 
Swedish turnips, and his weight in- 
creased 34 lbs. No, 2 ct>nsuii)ed 
1848 lbs. of mangel winzeh and his 
weight inerrased 32 lbs. In the se- 
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cond month. No. 1 was fed upon 
mangel wurzel, and No. 2 upon Swe- 
dish turnips; No. 1 consumed 1884? 
lbs. of mangel wurzel, and his weight 
increased 32 lbs. No. 2 consumed 
1880 lbs. of Swedish turnips, and his 
weight increased 14 lbs. 

Abuuction. — An extraordinary 
case of elopement, or rather of abduc- 
tion, has lately taken place at Liver- 
pool, which has occasioned no trifling 
sensation in the counties of Lancaster 
and Chester. Miss Turner, a young 
lady of 16 years of age, and of more 
than ordinary attractions, both of 
purse and person, was at the begin- 
ning of this month on a visit to a lady 
of the name of Dalby, at Liverpool. 
Miss Turner is the only child of Wil- 
liam Turner, Esq. of Wrigley-hall, 
High Sheriff' of the county of Chester, 
and the possessor of property, if gene- 
ral report is at all to be relied on, to 
the amount of more than a million 
sterling. On Friday fortnight a car- 
riage and four drove up to Mrs Dal- 
by's door, and a letter addressed to 
Miss Turner was sent into the house, 
from which the young lady learned 
that her mother had been attacked 
with paralysis ; that she was very de- 
sirous to see her daughter ; and that, 
if a moment was lost, it was appre- 
hended she would be incapable of re- 
cognising her. Of course no time 
was lost on the part of Miss Turner. 
When she.saw the carnage, however, 
she exclaimed, Dear me, this is not 
my father’s carriage but on being 
assured by the gentleman inside that 
it was the carriage of a neighbour of 
her father's, and that he, though a 
stranger, had been commissioned to 
conduct her home, she did not hesi- 
tate to place herself under his protec- 
tion, The postilions were ordered to 
drive in the direction of Mr I'urner's 
house ; and, as it has since been as- 
certained, they continued so to drive 
for about thirty miles, when they 


were directed to take a northerly 
direction. F or several days the elope- 
ment or abduction remained undis- 
covered. When, however, it Was as- 
cei’tained that Miss Turner had not 
returned home, some friends of the 
family were immediately dispatched 
in pursuit of her. They traced them 
as far as Manchester and Hudders- 
field ; but at the latter place they lost 
ai^ traces of the parties. In the mean- 
time a letter was written to Mr and 
Mrs Turner, dated Carlisle, and sign- 
ed Edward Gibbon Wakefield," 
begging them not to make themselves 
unhappy, for that the writer, Mr Ed- 
ward Gibbon Wakefield, had married 
their daughter. This statement was not 
believed: but the unhappy parents 
were of opinion that she was carried 
over to the Continent. Mr Wake- 
field is said to be the son of the au- 
thor of the Statistical Account of Ire- 
land ; but-neither Mr Turner nor any 
of his family are aware that Miss Tur- 
ner had ever seen that gentleman. He 
is said, too, to be a widower, and 
much older than the lady ; and, it is 
added, that he was married to his first 
wife under very peculiar circum- 
stances. Mrs Turner is in a state of 
mind quite indescribable ; and her 
medical attendants are decidedly of 
opinion tliat if she does not sec her 
daughter in a few days, the shock 
which she has sustained will be fatal 
to her. The account of a marriage 
between Edward Gibbon Wakefield, 
Esq. and Miss Turner, has been an- 
nounced in the Lancashire papers, but 
neither the clergyman who married 
them, nor the place where they were 
married, is mentioned. Miss Turner 
is said to be by far the richest heiress 
in the kingdom. The parties have 
been pursued by the lady's uncle, and 
overtaken at Calais, having been pre- 
viously married at Gretna Green. 
When her uncle introduced himself 
to her at Calais, she declared that she 
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had been forced away, and that she 
had married Mr Wakefield under the 
influence of fear. Though beautiful, 
she is of delicate health, and appears 
to have suffered much from mental 
anguish. Mr Wakefield has two 
children by his former wife, who was 
a Ward in Chancery. She has re- 
turned to her parents. 

Distressing Shipwreck.— The 
following particulars o’fthe shipwreck 
of the Frances Mary, of 398 tons, 
Kendal master, of and from New 
Brunswick, bound to Liverpool, tim- 
ber laden, have been furnished by the 
survivors * 

“ Sailed from Saint John's, Janu- 
ary 18. — February 1. Strong gales 
from the W.N.W.; carried away the 
main topmast and mizenmast head ; 
hove to ; got boats' sails in the main 
rigging, to keep the ship to the windr 
At 11 p. M. shipped a heavy sea, which 
washed away the caboiise, jolly-boat, 
and disabled five men. February 2, 
Cleared the wreck, and made sail be- 
fore the wind ; strong breezes. Fe- 
bruary 5, 1 1 A. M. Strong ^ales with 
a heavy sea— clewed the sails up and 
hove to — head to the southward ; 
shipped a sea, which carried away the 
long-boat, companion, tiller, unship- 
ped the rudder, the best bower chain, 
and washed a man overboard, who 
was afterwards saved. At 1 1 , 10, ano- 
ther heavy sea struck us, which %tove 
our stern in. Cut away our foremast, 
and both bower anchors, to keep the 
ship to tlie wind ; employed in get- 
ting what provisions we could — by 
knocking the bow-port out, saved 
50 lbs. of bread, and 5lbs. of cheesci 
which we stowed in the maintop ; got 
the master's wife and female passenger 
up, whilst we were clearing away be- 
low, lightening the ship ; most of the 
people slept in the top; at da)?ligbt 
found Patrick Cooney hanging by his 
legs to the catbarpiiis, dead from fa- 
tigue — committed hia body to the 
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deep. February 6, at 8 a. m. saw a 
strange sail standingtowards us ; made 
signal of distress ; stranger spoke to 
us, and remained in company twenty- 
four hours, but received no assistance, 
the American making an excuse that 
the sea was running tod high. Made 
a tent of spare canvass on the fore- 
castle ; put the people on a short al- 
lowance of a quarter of a biscuit a- 
day. February 8, saw a brig to lee- 
ward ; strong gales. February 9, 10 
A. M. saw same vessel to wmdward, 
made the signal of distress ; stranger 
bore up, and showed American colours. 
February 10, be spoke us, asking how 
long we had been in that situatioDf 
and what we intended to do — if We 
intended leaving the ship ? Answer- 
ed, yes ; he then asked if we had any 
rigging? Answered, yes: night co- 
ming on, and blowing hard, saw no 
more of the stranger. Suffered much 
from hunger and thirst. On about 
February 1 1, saw a large ship to the 
northward. Did not speak her ; bore 
to the northward. At this time all 
our provisions were out — suffered 
much from hunger, having received 
no nourishment for nine days. Fe- 
bruary 21, departed this life, James 
Clarke (seaman) : read prayers, and 
committed his body to the deep. We 
were at this time on half a gill of wa- 
ter a-day, and suflered much from 
hunger; during the whole period of 
being on the wreck, we were wet 
from top to toe. February 22, John 
Wilson (seaman) died, at 10 a. m. ; 
preserved the body of the deceased ; 
cut him up in quarters, washed tliem 
overboard, and hung them up on pins. 
February 23, J. Moore died, and was 
thrown overboard, having eaten part 
of him, such as the liver and heart. 
From this date to Saturday the 5th 
of March, the following number pe- 
rished from hunger : Henry Davis, a 
Welsh boy ; Alexander Kelly, sea- 
man ; John Jon(‘s, apprentice bo\ 
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nephew to the owner; James Frier, 
cook ; Daniel Jones, seaman John 
Hutchinson, seaman ; and John Jones, 
a boy; threw the last named over- 
board, his blood being bitter ; also, 
James Frier, who was working his 
passage home under a promise of 
marriage to Ann Saunders, the fe- 
male passenger, who attended on the 
master's wife, and who, when she 
heai’d of Frier's death, shrieked a loud 
yell, then, snatching a cup from Clerk, 
(mate,) cut her late intended hus- 
band’s throat, and drank his blood, 
insisting that she had the greatest 
right to it; a scuffle ensued, and 
the heroine (the words of the narra- 
tor) got the better of her adversary, 
and then allowed him to drink one 
cup to her two ! February 26, on or 
about this day, an Emglish brig hove 
in sight; hoisted the ensign down- 
ward; stranger hauled his wind to- 
wards us, and hauled his foresail up, 
when abreast of us, kept his course, 
about one mile distance, set his fore- 
sail, and we soon lost sight of him ; 
fresh breeze, with a little rain, the sea 
quite smooth, but he went off, having 
shown English colours ; had he at 
this time taken us off the wreck, 
much of the consequent dreadful suf- 
fering would have been spared us. 
March 7, his Majesty's ship Blonde 
came in sight, and to our relief, in 
lat. 4-4. 43. N. Ion. 21, 57. W. Words 
are quite inadequate to express our 
feelings, as well as those which Lord 
Byron and our deliverers most evi- 
dently possessed, when they found 
they had come to rescue six of their 
fellow-creatures (two of them females) 
from a most awful, lingering, but cer- 
tain death. It came on to blow du- 
ring the night a fresh gale, which 
wotild, no doubt, have swe])t us all 
overboard. Lieutenant Gambier came 
in the ship’s cutter, to bring us from 
the wreck, he observed to us, ^ You 
have yet, 1 perceive, fresh meat to 


which we were compelled to reply, 

‘ No, sir ; it is part of a man, one of 
our unfortunate crew I it was our in- 
tention to put ourselves on Jtti allow- 
ance even of this food, this evening, 
had not you come to our relief.* The 
master’s wife, who underwent all the 
most horrid sufferings which the hu- 
man understanding can imagine, bon’ 
them much better than could possibly 
have been expected. She is now, al- 
though much emaciated, a respect- 
able, good-looking woman, about 
twenty-five years of age, and the mo- 
ther of a boy seven years of age. But, 
what must have been the extremity 
of want to which she was driven, when 
she eat the brains of one of the appren- 
tices, saying it was the most delici- 
ous thing she ever tasted! and it is 
still more melancholy to relate, the per- 
son whose brains she was thus forced 
by hunger to eat, had been throe times 
wrecked before, but was providential- 
ly picked up by a vessel, after being 
twenty-two days on the wreck wa- 
ter-logged ; but, in the present in- 
stance, lie, perished, having survived 
similar sufferings for a space of 
twenty-nine days, and then became 
food for his remaining shipmates ! 
Ann Saunders, the other female, had 
more strength in her calamity than 
most of* the men ; she performed tlie 
duty of cutting up and cleaning the 
dead bodies, keeping two knives in 
her mankey jacket ; and when the 
breath was announced to have flown, 
she would sharpen her knives, bleed 
the deceased in the neck, drink his 
blood, and cut him up as usual. From 
want of water, those who perished 
drank their own urine and salt-water ; 
they became foolish, crawling upon 
their hands round the deck (when 
they could) and died generally ra- 
ving mad." 

We cannot forbear to repeat that a 
more horrid and affecting narrative 
of human woe and .suffering, it has 
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never been our painful duty to re- 
cord. The public^ who will deeply 
sympathize with the sufferers, will 
hear with' some satisfaction, that the 
six survivors out of the sixteen persons, 
are likely to recover from the effects 
of their sufferings. We are request- 
ed by Mr Kendall, the master of the 
unfortunate ship, to express his heart- 
felt gratitude to Lord Byron for bis 
great humanity, distinguished bene- 
volence, and unceasing kindness and 
attentions to himseff and fellow suf* 
ferers, who can never forget their 
obligations to him and his officers. 

We understand that Lord Byron 
and the officers of the Blonde have 
subscribed L.100, and the ship’s com- 
pany L.lOO, towards the relief of the 
sufferers. 

Canada. — There appears in a Que- 
bec newspaper, a copy of an address 
to the King, which we would recom- 
mend to the serious consideration as 
well of his Majesty’s present Mini- 
sters as of those personages who sur- 
vive from the Cabinet which prece- 
ded the Tories — we mean the Lords 
Grey, Lansdown, Grenville, &c. — 
who called themselves a Whig Admi- 
nistration, It seems that an Exe- 
cutive Councir’ has been formed for 
Upper Canada, to advise the governor 
of the province in the exercisfe of his 
official duty. In this Executive Coun- 
cil is to be found the name of the 
C/ii^ Justice of the colony} and 
against such an appointment the Le- 
gislative Assembly have, by large ma- 
jorities, passed a series of resolutions, 
condemning, in strong but just lan- 
guage, its unconstitutional and dan- 
gerous character : yet we know not 
how, except through the conscien- 
tious honesty of the Ministers them- 
selves, sucU an abuse can be well got 
rid of. The opposition lords cannot 
for shame say a word in reprobation 
of an offence, liowevcr scandalous, of 


which the first example was furnish- 
ed by themselves. 


APRIL. 

London. — MrM^Culloch’s Lec ' 
TURKS. — Mr M’Cullocli commenced 
the third course of the Ricardo Lec- 
tures to-day at the London Tavern, 
where the lectures are to be continued 
every subsequent Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday, until completed, Tliis 
lecture was introductory to the course. 
The lecturer showed the great im- 
portance of a knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of the science of political eco- 
nomy in all times, and particularly at 
the present period. He then stated 
the various divisions of the course^ 
and the mode in which he meant to 
treat them. lie intimated his inten- 
tion of dwelling at considerable length 
on the subject of money ; of pointing 
out the circumstances which deter- 
mine the yalue both of metallic and 
paper currency ; the advantages and 
defects incident to both these species 
of currency ; and the measures neces- 
sary to be adopted to place our mo- 
ney system on the best footing, and 
to guard against the recurrence of re- 
vulsions similar to that we have late- 
ly experienced. Mr M'CulIoch also 
intimated his intention of entering 
into a pretty full investigation of the 
various causes of mercantile miscal- 
culations, or of improvident specula- 
tions and overtrading. The intention 
thus announced will give peculiar in- 
terest to the lectures of Mr M'Cul- 
loch, whose accurate knowledge not 
only of the present state of political 
economy, but of the degrees by which 
the science has grown up, and of the 
facta by which it is best illustrated, 
make him unrivalled in fitness as a 
public teacher of it. Mr M'CulIoch 
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delivers the same course at the west 
end of the town, in the Royal Insti- 
tution, where he gives his first lecture 
to-morrow. 

Glasgow. — Relief to the Un- 
employed Weavers. — In pursuance 
of the resolutions of the committee 
agreeing to allow the weavers' com- 
mittee to recommend the most de- 
serving objects of relief, about 180 
are now employed in a quarry at the 
town-head. They areallowed 6d.a-day 
for the first six days, besides the high- 
est rate the square yard for breaking 
the stones. Mr Grahame of Wliitehill 
is employing about 100 weavers in 
digging and trenching. He pays 
them every evening for the day's la- 
bour Is. 6d. each. This excellent ex- 
ample, we trust, will be followed by 
other wealthy proprietors. 

St Andrews. — The Barons of Ex- 
chequer have now entered into a con- 
tract with Mr John Kennedy, builder, 
to clear tlie rubbish inside the cathe- 
dral, and to repair the w^alls. The re- 
moving of the rubbish is akeady be- 
gun, and dozens of the inhabitants 
are hourly crowding the labourers 
employed at the work. 

Edinburgh — University, — We 
understand that the classes in tlie 
College, especially the medical classes, 
have turned out extremely wxll this 
year. Though they were pretty full 
in 1824^-5, the number of students 
who have matriculated during the 
present session exceeds those of the 
preceding by forty, and as a few en- 
ter far the summer classes, the ex- 
cess altogether will not be much short 
of a hundred, and the whole number 
of students above 2000. If we add 
to these the , 260 students at the Di- 
vinity classes, the whole number of 
young men attending the classes of 
this university will be nearly 2300. 
There will be tliree or four summer 
classes, namely, Modern History, by 


Sir William Hamiltoni Natural His- 
tory, by Mr Jameson, Botany, by 
Dr Graham, and probably Natural 
Philosophy, by Mr Leslie, ‘ 

Waterford. -—Abstraction of 
THE English Mail Bag. — Ou 
Thursday night the Irish mail for 
England, by way of Milford, was car- 
ried off, under tne following circum- 
stances : The mail-cart from this city 
to Dunmore w as dispatched from the 
post office at the usual hour, ten 
a clock p. M., with the mail under 
charge of the guard, Thomas Lee. On 
passing the outskirts of the town, it 
met tlie mail up, when the guard left 
the down mail, and returned to town. 
(There is but one guard on the sta- 
tion). The mail then proceeded on 
to Dunmore, under cliargo solely of 
the driver, Thomas Bresnahan, who 
states that he went on without any 
interruption, till he came to a public 
house at the foot of Blenheim Hill, 
about three miles from town, where 
he stopped himself to take some re- 
freshment, leaving the mail, the cart, 
and the horse, on the road, to take 
care of themselves. When Thomas 
came out, on he went to Dunmore, 
thinking no more about the matter. 
However, when he came down to the 
pier, and had to deliver las charge, 
he fourtd that his charge was gone. 
We are much concerned, indeed, to 
say, that we can add nothing fartlier 
to Mr Bresnahan's discovery. That 
the mail is gone, is indeed most cer- 
tain ; but how, or where, we cannot 
irjforrn our readers. The mail was 
placed in a locker under Mr Bresna- 
han’s seat ; but there was neither lock 
nor key to the locker. The mail is 
gone, bag and baggage, and that is 
the sum total of what we have to say 
at present. An investigation took 
place at our post office yesterday, and 
Bresnahan has been committed to jail 
for farther examination. We are in- 
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formed that bills to a large amount 
from this city had been remitted by 
this mail. 

It is understood that the commis- 
sioners at the Cape of Good Hope 
have sent home their report ; and it 
is farther stated, that in consequence 
of some fresh charges which have been 
j’urnished, not by the commissioners, 
hut by persons officially connected 
with the Cape Government, an order 
has gone out by the Sparrowhawk 
for the recall of I,oi;4 Charles Somer- 
set, • 

The spirits of the merchants con- 
nected with Greece have been raised 
at learning that it is not the intention 
of Government to renew the ord6r in 
(‘duncil of 3d September last, forbid- 
ding the exportation of arms and am- 
munition, and which was particular- 
ly directed at the time against the 
Greeks. The period of the order, 
which was to be in force for six 
months, expired on Tuesday last, and 
it is ascertained farther, that an inti- 
mation has been sent down to the 
Custom-house, that it is not the in- 
tention of Government to renew it at 
present. 

Dr Poynter, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of the London district, in con- 
formity with the bull of Leo XIL, has 
ordered a jubilee to be heid^by the 
Catholics of England, to commence 
on Sunday next, and to be continued 
for six months. 

Great Steeple Chase for 2000 
Sovereigns. — Friday, this interest- 
ing match, which for some months 
has excited the attention of all the 
sporting classes, and on which more 
money has been betted than on any 
similar event for many years, was de- 
cided at Melton Mowbray. The match 
was between Lord Kennedy and Cap- 
tain Ross, to ride from Barkby Holt 
to Billesdon Coplow (two covers in 
the Quorndon Hunt) a distance of 
five miles, as the crow flics; Captain 


Ross to ride for liimself, and Captain 
Douglas for his Lordsliip. The beU 
ting on the match has been at evens, 
though, in some instances, six to five 
have been laid on Captain Ross. At 
an early hour on Friday morning, a 
numerous concourse of sportsmen, in- 
cluding all the members of the diffe- 
rent Hunts about Melton Mowbray, 
were at Barkby Holt, to witness the 
start ; and a neck and neck race was 
anticipated by those who knew the 
qualities of the horses and their riders, 
but that expectation was completely 
disappointed. At a signal given by the 
umpires, the parties started, at a ter- 
rible slashing pace, Captain U, leading; 
at the first fence in his route, Captain 
Douglas made a leap, hut, his horse 
not clearing it, fell ; nothing daunted, 
he again dashed at the fence, but a 
second time fell, and this decided the 
race at once ; lie was seen no more in 
it. Captain Ross, on the contrary, 
made a straight-forward course across 
the country, to the winning point, 
and, having it all his own way, clear- 
ed his Ifctips, and won, of course, 
without a struggle. The result dis- 
appointed hundreds. Immense sums 
are lost on tlio occasion. 

The recent Abduction. — Tlie 
reports which have been circulated 
respecting the age and situation in 
life of Edward Gibbon Wakefield, 
are very incorrect. It has been said 
that he is upwards of forty, and that 
heisin indigent circumstances; where- 
as he is only thirty, and has at pre- 
sent an income of L.IOOO per annum, 
with an early prospect of its being 
increased to L. 3000, and in the event 
of his two, children dying before they 
attain their respective majoritieSf 
L.70,000 will devolve on him. He 
is represented as a very elegant and 
personable young man, intelligent and 
well educated. His brother William, 
who is now in custody, is much young- 
er than himself, and equally pi cqios- 



rjh EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1S2(>. CCiiap. 


sessing. Their father is now a <;andi« 
date for the representation of Reading, 
and they are the nephews of a re- 
spectable Chancery barrister. 

William Wakefield was examined 
on Monday last at Disley, near Stock- 
port, and fully committed to Lancaster 
Castle for trial at the next assizes. 

Dkbadful Accident. — At eleven 
o'clock on Saturday last, the Dorking 
coach was upset at Ewell. The coach 
left the Elephant and Castle at nine 
o'clock, full inside and outside, and 
arrived safe at Ewell, when Joseph 
Walker, the driver and proprietor, 
alighted for the purpose of delivering 
a parcel from the back part of the 
coach, and gave the reins to a boy 
that sate on the box to hold for him. 
While delivering the parcel to the 
person who stood near the after 
wheel of the coach, the boy cracked 
the whip, and the horses set off‘ at the 
top of their speed. Several attempts 
were made to stop them, but in vain ; 
they passed Ewell church, and tore 
away about twelve yards of strong 
paling, when, the wheels mounting 
a small eminence, the coach was over- 
turned, and the whole of the pass- 
engers were in an instant thrown from 
the roof. Some of them were in a 
state of insensibility, showing no 
symptoms of life. One female was 
thrown upon some spikes, which en- 
tered her breast and neck ; she was 
dreadfully mutilated^ none of her fea- 
tures being distinguishable ; she lin- 
gered until yesterday, wJien she ex- 
pired in the greatest agony. Two 
were put into a post-chaise, and start- 
ed immediately for London. Four of 
the sufferers were put to bed at the 
King's Head, where they now lie in a 
very dangerous state. 

A vessel has arrived at Cork, from 
Cette, with several thousand mulber- 
ry trees, for planting in such situa- 
tions in Ireland as may be desirable. 
They have been imported by the Lon- 


don Society for the introduction of 
the growth of silk in Ireland, and re- 
tailed at the cost price of 4d. each, 
8th. Edinburgh. — Stockbridge 
Markets. — On Saturday, these new 
markets were opened for the first 
time. The universal understanding 
of their uncommon magnificence, 
combined with the fineness of the 
day, attracted to them, at an early 
hour in the forenoon, crowds of fa- 
shionables, who continued to resort 
to them in increasing numbers during 
the whole of the day. Altogether, as 
lively a scene was presented as ima- 
gination can picture. The architec- 
ture^ of the markets, which, we un- 
derstand, was designed by, and exe- 
cuted under the superintendence of 
Mr Archibald Scott, has an air of ele- 
gance and splendour, altogether Ori- 
ental, while, at every turn, we see 
something to convince us of the per- 
fectness of the arrangements for se- 
curing cleanliness and comfort. All 
the stalls were occupied; and the te- 
nants seemed as if inspired by the 
Genius of the place. The very but- 
chers sported their nosegays ; and the 
Naiads were less anxious to secure 
customers by importunity than atten- 
tive to the condition of their fish, 
which they kept constantly moisten- 
ing by fopious ablutions. Altogether, 
there was a grand display of flesh, 
fish, poultry, and vegetables. The 
good which is to result from the 
opening of these markets is greater 
and more general than may appear 
at first sight. The appearance of the 
place must excite sympathies in taste 
in those who occupy it; exalting their 
notions of cleanliness, civility, and de- 
corum; and their example will de- 
cidedly influence the conduct of those 
who pursue the same callings in other 
parts of the city. It gives us great 
pleasure to hear that to thes^ markets 
a most vigilant Inspector has been 
appointed, which must give to them 
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fitlecicled advantage over those of the 
Old Town, as insuring wliolesoine ar- 
ticles to those who deal there. And 
that circumstance makes it doubly the 
duty oflhe Magistrates to have in- 
spectors equally vigilant in the mar- 
ket under tlieir control, for the pro- 
tection of the regular butcliers who 
occupy it The erection of the Stock- 
bridge Markets was an immense un- 
dertaking, of great rislc to its public- 
spirited projector — of certain benefit 
to the community^ which should be 
grateful to him for the zeal and eic- 
cellent judgment with which he has 
persevered in it, till brought to a com- 
pletion. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Sir Thomas Brisbane. — We for- 
merly noticed tliat several addresses 
hail been presented to Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, on his approaching depar- 
ture from New Holland. We give 
one below, not as the most important, 
but as the shortest ; and prelix the 
introductory remarks of the editor of 
the Australian Journal. 

The non-interference qf the various 
public officers in the business of tlie 
late meeting for voting an address to 
the governor, might possibly have 
been attributed by some to a desire 
to keep aloof altogether from any ex- 
pression of approval of the governor's 
administration, and not to a desire to 
leave the people to show their own 
feelings without influence or encou- 
ragement from any* Their silence 
might certainly have admitted of this 
construction, had they not sought 
other means, equally expressive of 
their sentiments— equally gratifying 
to his Excellency* So far from there 
being any reluctance in any men, or 
any body of men, to testify their sense 
of regard for Sir Thomas Brisbane, 
we know of no governor who ever 
left this colony witli stronger proofs 


of good-will and attacinnent than will 
attend him. 

The address of the civil officers to 
his Excellency fully demonstrates the 
respect he is held in by ail who have 
subscribed their names to it. But this 
is not the only effect of this public 
act — tins open avowal of all who hold 
offices of consequence in the colony. 
It tends to give a character to the 
public meeting, and the public ad- 
dress, wdiich it describes as proceed- 
ing from all classes. We are sin- 
cerely glad to find the ins and the 
outs — the people in office and the peo- 
ple out of office — the multitude and 
the chosen few, inspired wdth equal 
zeal to render proper homage to the 
governor, on the occasion of his lea- 
ving the colony. We sincerely think 
he deserves it, because we think him 
sincere in his offerings of good wishes 
— ^in las promises of such assistance as 
his situation in England may enable 
him to extend to the colony. We are 
far from wishing to pass over or ex- 
tenuate any errors of his government ; 
but we •are bound in justice to ac- 
knowledge that very few of them were 
his own. We are bound in justice, 
too, not to forget that the colony has 
enjoyed unexampled prosperity un- 
der his mild and impartial rule — his 
constitutional and Juiglisli-like ad- 
niinistration. If wc reflect how much 
a governor has it in his power to op- 
press — what scope he has for favour- 
itism — the inutility, too, of complaint, 
at least until redress is of no avail, — 
the little that a wronged few can 
effiect against the arm of power ; 
when these things are considered, we 
cannot bring within our recollection 
one single act of oppression — one so- 
litary exercise of arbitrary power — 
one isolated example of misrule solely 
attributed to himself — can our readers 
wonder that we should be thus for- 
ward to echo the voice of the people. 
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or endeavour, by thus proclaiming 
their grateful feelings, to afford one 
moment of future pleasure to hip Ex- 
cellency, when he may recur, in his 
recollections, to the last moments he 
spent among the colonists of New 
South Wales ? 

ADDRESS OP CIVIL OFFICERS. 

New South Wales, Oct. 26, 1825. 
To his Excellency Major-General Sir 
Thomas Brisbane, K.C.B. Capt.- 
General and Govemor-in-Chief in 
and over his Majesty’s Territory of 
New South Wales and its Depen- 
dencies, &c. &c. SiC. 

May it please your Excellency, 
We, the undersigned, civil officers 
of New South Wales, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Excellency, on the eve 
of your departure from the colony, 
with the warmest sentiments of re- 
spect and esteem. Our official capa- 
cities precluded us from joining in the 
tribute of grateful aclimration which 
your Excellency’s public conduct call- 
ed forth from all classes of fiie com- 
munity, at the general meeting of the 
colonists. Anxious, however, to evince 
our respectful attachment, weearnest- 
ly entreat permission to place a por- 
trait of your Excellency in the Go- 
vernment- House of New South Wales, 
to remain as a memento of the warmth 
and affectionate feelings with which 
your Excellcmcy’s character lias in- 
spired us. — ^We have the honour to be 
your Excellency's faithful and devo- 
ted servants. (Signed) 

Francis Forres, Chief-Just. 

the governor’s answer. 
Gentlemen, 

It will afford me a very sincere gra- 
tification to sit for my picture, to be 
placed in the Government-House ; 
and I estimate this parting tribute of 
respect and affection the more high- 


ly, from a sense of the delicate man- 
ner in which it has been offered. If 
my efforts in the public service liave 
been attended with success, it has 
been in a great degree owing to the 
support and assistance I have recei- 
vdd from the civil officers of the co- 
lony. In your zeal and ability I have 
always found a ready resource, and 
in your private society I have expe- 
rienced much consolation. You will 
long live in my 'grateful recollection ; 
and while I cherish an affectionate 
repiembrance of thS years I have spent 
among you, I shall earnestly pray for 
the health and happiness of yourselves 
and your families. 

. Thomas Brisbane. 

Govemment-House, Sydney, Nov. 1, 1825. 

Presbyterian Regiments. — Re- 
cently a considerable sensation was 
excited by the fact of a Scottish regi- 
ment in Belfast, composed of men 
brought up in the doctrine and disci- 
pline of Presbytery, being compelled 
to attend an Episcopal Clnirch there: 
The soldiers themselves felt it as a 
grievance, and the people of Belfast, 
who are distinguished as zealous 
Presbyterians, cried out against the 
act as an infVingement of religious 
liberty, and an insult to Presbytery. 
It appears from the Northern Whig 
of Saturday , tlmt the subject has been 
attended to at head-quarters, orders 
having been issued from the Horse 
Guards, by the Conimander-in-Chief, 

that Presbyterian soldiers shall be 
allowed to attend the meeting-houses 
of any denomination of Presbyterians, 
the ministers of which receive a sti- 
pend from the Crown.” All the 
Presbyterian clergy in Ulster receive 
small Salaries from the Crown. 

Disturbances at Blackburn. 

Blackburn IMail-Office, Tuesday evening, 
18th, half past seven o’cltnrk. 

This moment about twenty of the 
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1st Dragoon Guards have set off for 
Henfield and Accrington, a report 
having reached Mr Kay, our deputy 
constable) that an immense number 
of periFons bad assembled for the pur* 
pose of attacking and destroying the 
power-loom factory of Messrs Sykes, 
at Accrington ; in fact, we believe, 
the windows have already been com- 
pletely demolished. This report cau- 
sed the greatest alarm in this town, 
and thousands are now assembled in 
the streets. ^ 

Half Past Eight . — The marliet 
coaches have just arrived, and one of 
them has been assailed with a volley 
of stones, in consequence of which 
the vehicle was materially claAiaged, 
and, we are sorry to add, several ma- 
nufacturers are seriously injured. 

Ten o*C/ocL— The riot act has been 
read in the Market Place, and two 
parties of soldiers are out in Darwen 
Street and Northgate. After the at- 
tack on the coach, the assembled mul- 
titude did not manifest any farther 
symptoms of insubordination, and be- 
gan quietly to disperse ; and at this 
hour the streets are become pretty 
clear. 

( Second Edition.) 

Wednesday, Noon , — The soldiers 
returned from Accrington this morn- 
ing, a little after eight o'cloeje. When 
they reached that place they found a 
considerable number of persons as- 
sembled, who, however, were quite 
])eaceable, and soOn after their arrival 
they gradually dispersed ; no farther 
disturbance having taken place. It 
appears that the windows of that part 
of Mr Sykes's factory where the 
power-looms stand, are completely 
demolished ; but, we believe, no da- 
mage was done to the machinery. 
'An attack was also made upon the 
house of Mr Lancaster, and consider- 
able injury done to the windows ; 
but we are luippy to say that it does 


not appear any lives were lost, or that 
any one has received personal harm. 

We have just been informed that 
the house of Mr Haworth, the over- 
seer of Church Bank, near Accring- 
ton, was last night or early this morn- 
ing broken into, and a considerable 
quantity of wearing apparel, provi- 
sions) &c, stolen therefrom. The rob- 
bers have not yet been heard of, but 
we have no doubt they were some of 
the party who made the attack upon 
the factory. An entrance was effect- 
ed through the dairy window. 

This morning, a man of the name 
of T. Bury was fully committed to 
the Preston House of Correction to 
take his trial at the next Sessions, 
charged with being a ringleader in 
the attack on the coach, &c. He was 
apprehended immediately after the 
attack, and taken into the Duke of 
York public-house, from whence he 
was rescued by the mob; but Mr 
Kay having received a description of 
him, retook him about three o'clock 
this morning in bed. 

24?th.— Edinburgh.— The day ap- 
pointed for liolding the anniversary 
of the birth of his most gracious 
Majesty, viz. the 23d of April (St 
George's day,) falling on Sunday, it 
was this day kept as a holiday at the 
Banks and Public Offices. At half 
past seven a. m. the Royal Standard 
was hoisted on the Castle. A similar 
ensign was displayed at Leith Fort, 
and the Union flag on Nelson's Mo- 
nument on the Calton-hill ; the ves- 
sels in Leith Roads likewise hoisted 
their colours. At half past twelve, 
the 17th regiment, commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Maclane, and the 
two depot companies of the 42d regi- 
ment, commanded by Major Menzies, 
formed on the Castlehill, and at one 
o’clock 2 i feu^de-joic was fired from 
the guns on tlie ramparts and the 
litary, which was followed by three 
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hearty huzzas, the band of the 17th 
playing God save the King” du- 
ring the intervals of firing. The 
crowd on the hill was unprecedented- 
ly great* The 7th Light Dragoons 
(Hussars) paraded through the New 
Town, preceded by the fine band of 
that gallant regiment, and attracted 
much notice. The music-bells at St 
Giles's Cathedral played innumerable 
loyal and national airs, and the bells 
of the other churches rang as usual 
in honour of the day. 

Mid-Lothian and Fifk Ferries. 
~The opposition to the new bill has 
now become very formidable. The 
Magistrates and Town Council of 
Kinghorn, the inhabitants of Burnt- 
island, and a great proportion of the 
heritors of F ife,have petitioned against 
it, as well as the county of Angus, 
the Town Council of Dundee, and 
Merchant Company of Edinburgh. 

Liberal Donation of his Ma- 
jesty. — We are happy to announce 
that our gracious and beloved Sove- 
reign, actuated by the benevolence 
which so strongly marks his charac- 
ter, has given L.IOOO for the relief 
of the distressed poor in this town.— 
Macclcsjield HerakL 

24th.— Melancholy Loss op a 
Fishing Boat. — On Monday fore- 
noon, as one of the Ferryden ( Mon- 
trose) fishing boats, with a crew of 
six men, was passing through Lunan 
Bay for the former place, with a heavy 
sea running, and the wind blowing 
fresh from the NW., she was struck 
by a sea on the broadside, and swamp- 
ed, when five of her crew were in- 
stantly drowned. The situation of 
the boat being observed by the crew 
of the preventive coast guard station- 
ed at Red Castle, they, with a praise- 
worthy alacrity, manned their boat 
and proceeded to render assistance. 
On reaching the fishing boat, tliey 
found her bottom up, and one man in 
j;. state of insensibility clinging with 


the gtasp of death to the keel (all the 
other five having disappeared). They 
took him into their boat, but by the 
time they reached the shore tl|g vital 
spark had fled, and all attempts to 
restore animation totally failed. By 
this melancholy event five widows, 
(some of whom are in an advanced 
state of pregnancy,) and twenty-one 
children, are deprived of their hus- 
bands and fathers, and with them of 
the means of their daily subsistence. 
One woman has lost a husband, a son, 
and a brother, and two of the other 
women who are deprived of their 
husbands are sisters, who also had a 
brother among the sufferers. 

Alarming Riots in Lancashire. 

Frmn the Mmchesier Guardian, Black-- 

burn Mail, and Bolton Chronicle. 

The Hundred of Blackburn, in the 
county of Lancaster, extending from 
the western limits of the county of 
York to the eastern bank of the Kib- 
ble and the southern bank of the 
Darwen, comprehending a tract of 
country 18 miles in width and 24 
miles in length, with a population of 
about 20,000 souls, has been during 
the whole of the present week in a 
state of great commotion. For six 
weeks or two months past, emissaries, 
chiefly, we believe, from a village in 
the neighbourhood of Blackburn, 
have been travelling about the coun- 
try, representing to the weavers that 
all their distresses were owing to the 
power-looms, and urging them to rise 
and destroy those machines ; stating, 
at the same time, that the govern- 
ment, the magistrates, and all per-, 
sons, except the proprietors of the 
looms, would be exceedingly glad to 
see them destroyed ; and that the 
military would offer no resistance, 
provided the people confined their 
operations to the dcstriiclioii of the 
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power4ooms. On Saturday morning, 
the news of his Majesty's subscrip- 
tion of L.IOOO, for the relief of the 
suffering work-people, was received 
in Blackburn, and it was hoped that 
this munificent donation, and the af- 
fectionate sympathy expressed in so 
high a quarter, would have served to 
tranquillize the minds of the people ; 
but It appears from the Blackburn 
Mail, that active •preparations had 
been making during the week for a 
general rise, and that on Monday 
morning, several thousands of persons 
assembled on the hills in the neigh- 
bourhood of Accrington, armed with 
pikes or bludgeons, and some with 
fire-arms. The first object of their 
renewed attack was Mr Sykes's fac- 
tory. Meeting with little or no op- 
position, they entered the building, 
and, after giving three cheers, rushed 
into the room where the power-looms 
were employed, and completely de- 
stroyed every one of them. On the 
arrival of the intelligence that the 
mob had reassembled at Accrington, 
a party of the 1st Dragoons, station- 
ed at Blackburn, were sent off to that 
place, but long before they arrived 
the mischief was done, and they met 
the mob on their way proceeding to- 
wards Blackburn, armed and equip- 
ped for their desperate fenterprise. 
On the arrival of the military at Ac- 
crington, they found that not only 
the factory of Mr Sykes, but those 
also of Messrs Walmesley, at Rough 
Hey, near that place, and Messrs 
Berry, at White Ash, had both been 
entered, and that all the power-looms 
in those buildings had been entirely 
demolished, though no injury was 
done or attempted to any other part 
of the works. 

The mob having entered Black- 
burn in the absence of the principal 
part of the military, they proceeded 
directly to the factory of Messrs Ec- 
clcs and Co. in Darwcu-street (the 


principal power-loom establishment)^, 
and having forced open the doors, a 
part of them entered, whilst the re- 
mainder, armed with pikes, &c. con- 
tinued outside, as if to guard the 
works. The party who entered pro- 
ceeded into all the rooms where the 
power-looms stood, and, after tearing 
out all the work, demolished the ma- 
chinery, until they left not a single 
loom standing. Whilst this was going 
on, the few soldiers left in the town 
were mustered, and, accompanied by 
a magistrate, went to the spot, and 
rode into the factory yard. There 
the riot act was read, and the soldiers 
then charged upon the party, who 
were standing armed with pikes, and 
succeeded in securing a considerable 
number of those weapons ; they also 
took several men prisoners, who w'ere 
immediately conveyed under an es- 
cort of soldiers to a place of security. 

About three o’clock, the soldiers 
were dispatclied to Grimshaw Park, 
where there is another power-loom 
factory, and towards which a part of 
the mob had already directed their 
steps. The aground on which the 
factory stands was unfavourable for 
the soldiers ; some of the mob pelted 
them with stones, whilst others, armed 
with pikes, &c. pressed forward, and 
after three attacks, overpowered the 
soldiers, and entered the lower part 
of the factory, where they destroyed 
all the power-looms, and then retired, 
but not before some of the party 
had been captured. In the course 
of the affray, several shots were ex- 
changed between the soldiers and the 
mob, and two spectators in the crowd 
were shot and received very serious 
injuries ; indeed their recovery is con- 
sidered doubtful. — Whilst the mob 
were at this place, our informant saw 
a poor fellow lie down before the feet 
of the soldiers’ horses ; he said they 
might tramjde on him if they liked, 
he was starving to death, hut he 
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would persist in breaking the power- 
looms. 

After the mob had thus wreaked 
their vengeance on the factory at 
Gritnshaw Park, they returned to 
Blackburn* 

About eight o’clock in the evening, 
six men, who had been apprehended, 
were examined before the magistrate, 
and being remanded for further exa- 
mination, were immediately sent to 
the House of Correction at Preston, 
in two post-chaises, in the custody of 
the constables, escorted by a party of 
soldiers. About ten, another troop 
of horse arrived from Burnley. The 
damage sustained by the attacks on 
the power-loom factories, in the 
course of this day, according to the 
most moderate computation, cannot 
amount to less than ten thousand 
pounds ! 

At five o'clock on Tuesday morn- 
ing, a troop of the Queen's Bays arri- 
ved at Blackburn, from Manchester, 
and nearly at the same moment came 
an express from Clitheroe, s,tating 
that a disposition had been manifest- 
ed by the same party who had visited 
Blackburn, to attack the works of 
Messrs Garnett and Horsfall, at Low 
Moor. At six o’clock, the dragoons 
^both those previously stationed in 
Blackburn, and those who arrived on 
Monday night), together with the 
Queen's Bays, set off for Low Moor, 
It seems, however, that the mob were 
not all at Low Moor, but a detach- 
ment of them, amounting to near four 
thousand, went to Over Darwen, and 
being joined by some of the weavers 
there, attacked and entered the fac- 
tory of Mr Carr, where they destroy- 
ed all the powerdooms (about eign- 
teen in number) ; they then went to 
the^ factory of Mr James Grime, at 
which place they destroyed about 
sixteen power-looms ; after which, 
without doing any farther damage to 
the factories or other property there, 


they departed for Haslingden. At 
Helmshorei in the neighbourhood of 
that place, they attacked the factory 
of Mr Turner, and destroyed all the 
power-looms in the building. Here 
about thirty of the rioters were made 
prisoners, and confined in the house 
of Mr Turner, but the mob soon re- 
paired to the house in great numbers 
and effected their rescue. 

Rawtonstalc., Chatterton, 
Bury, &c. — On Wednesday morning, 
a very large number of persons, chief- 
ly from the neighbourhoods of Has- 
lingden and Newchurch, attacked the 
factory of Messrs Thomas Whitehead 
and Brothers, at Rawtonstall, near 
Edenfield, where they destroyed all 
the power-looms, 190 in number. 
They then proceeded to Long Holme, 
where they destroyed forty in the 
factory of Mr Kay, and three in that 
of Mr Hoyle. They afterwards went 
to the factory of Messrs L. and J. 
Rostron, of Dearden-clough, where 
they broke fifty-eight looms. 

8o far the rioters had proceeded in 
their lawless career, without opposi- 
tion or interruption, but in their next 
enterprise a different fate awaited 
them. Intelligence of the commence- 
ment of their proceedings having 
been conveyed to the military who 
were guardingthe extensive establish- 
ment of Messrs Ashton of Ramsbot- 
tom, a party of about fourteen rifle- 
men, and about the same number of 
dragoons, under the command of 
Colonel Kearney and Ma^or Ecker- 
sley, set out in search oi them, ac- 
companied by William Grant, Esq* 
They proceeded to the factory of Mr 
Aiken, Of Chadderton, which was un- 
derstood to be an object of attack ; 
but not finding the rioters there, set 
out in the direction in which they 
were understood to be, and met them 
about a quarter of a mile from Mr 
Aiken's factory. The troops then 
formed across J;he road, and stopped 
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the farther progress of the rioters. 
Mr Grant then read the riot acC and 
entreated the misguided men to re« 
turn home ; tut they told him, with- 
out hesitation, that they would not 
return until they had destroyed all 
the looms. As their progress along 
the road was stopped by the military, 
they got over the fences, and proceed- 
ed across the fields to Mr Aiken's pre- 
mises ; whither, of^ course, the mili- 
tary and the magistrates returned, 
and arrived therS about the same^^ime 
as the mob. The military formed 
upon the road close to the factor}^ 
round which the people assembled in 
very great numbers, and, in a»few mi- 
. nutes, began to pelt the soldiers with 
atones, which were showered upon 
them from all sides, without intermis- 
sion. At the same time a number of 
the mob broke the windows at the 
back of the factory, got into it, and 
began to destroy the power-looms. 
Colonel Kearney, finding the lives of 
• his men endangered, and being him- 
self struck with a large stone, at length 
ordered the troops to fire, which they 
did — at first over the lieads of the 
people, but, as that had no etfect but 
to encourage them, the riflemen be- 
gan to take deadly aim ; and several 
persons fell, some mortally wounded. 
The mob then gave way, ahd part of 
them were pursued by tlie military, 
whose attention was thus drawn off 
from th^ premises ; and no sooner 
were their backs turned than the 
work of destruction recommenced, 
and the whole of the looms, 4*6 in 
number, were completely broken. 
7'he military then returned from the 
pursuit, and went back to the fac- 
tory, where they made a number of 
prisoners, driving the mob entirely 
away from the premises to the neigh- 
bouring hills. The military then re- 
turned to Ramsbottom, with their pri- 
soners ; and before they had reached 
that place, the rioters came back to 
Mr Aiken's premises, where they 


destroyed two dressing-txiachincs, 
which had previously escaped their 
notice. 

The number who were killed on 
the Spot, or died of their wounds 
within a few hours, is six, one of 
whom, we are sorry to say, is a wo- 
man. Of the number wounded on 
this occasion, it is impossible to speak 
with any degree of certainty, as some 
of them came from distant places, and 
were carried away by their friends.' 
The number is stated to be very con- 
siderable ; but we have only heard 
the names of six ; four of whom are 
dangerously wounded. 

Notwithstanding the loss of lives, 
and the wounds inflicted on this occa- 
sion, the rioters proceeded to the 
factory of Messrs Hamer and Son, at 
Somerseat, on the road to Bury, where 
they broke all the looms, 36 in num- 
ber. They then went on to the fac- 
tory of Mr James Hutchison, at Wood- 
hill, quite close to the town of Bury, 
where they broke about 50 looms, out 
of 200^ which the factory contained. 
Information of their proceedings ha- 
ving been promptly conveyed to Bury, 
a party of riflemen immediately turn- 
ed out, and Captain Goldfrap, at the 
head of 20 men, ran at full speed to 
the fiictory, where they arrived in 
time to save the bulk of the looms, 
and to take fourteen prisoners, seve- 
ral of whom were apprehended in the 
factory. 

Chorley. — Shortly after noon on 
Thursday, a large mob made their 
appearance at one of the factories be- 
longing to Messrs George and Ro- 
bert Hilton of Chorley, where there 
were nearly 100 steam-looms. The 
principals were not at home* Colonel 
Silvester, the magistrate, attended as 
soon as possible, and read the riot 
act, amidst volleys of stones flying in 
all directions, by which several of the 
people belonging to the mill were 
much hurt. 

Manchbstkii. — W c are sorry that 
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the disturbances, which have during 
the present week agitated Blackburn, 
and other parts of the county, have 
extended to this town. On Thursday 
morning, groups of men and boys 
began to collect in the neighbourhood 
of St George's Road, Great Newton 
Street, &c. and formed themselves 
into a body, in a field near St George's 
Road, where, about ten o'clock, they 
held a sort of meeting. After a short 
time, they adjourned to six o'clock in 
the evening. At the time of their ad- 
journed meeting there were collected 
together about 3000 people, chiefly 
boys, shouting and making a most 
tumultuous noise. They were ad- 
dressed by Mr Prentice of the Man- 
chester Gazette, who remonstrated 
with them on the impolicy of their 
proceedings. A cry of the constables 
naving reached the ground, caused 
the mob to decamp in all directions. 
The mill of Mr Kennedy having cea- 
sed working, they passed it without 
much notice, but stopped at the mill 
of Messrs Joseph Clarke and Sons, in 
Pollard Street, and that of Messrs T. 
and M. Harbottle, which are near 
each other. They broke a number of 
windows in it, but on being told that 
there were no power-Uioms there, they 

r sed on to the mill of Messrs Cope- 
Barrow, and Co., which we believe 
was unoccupied; they, however, broke 
Some of the windows, and then went 
on through New Islington, still in- 
creasing in numbers, to the mill of 
Mr Hugh Beaver, in Jersey Street, 
which contains a considerable num- 
ber of power-looms, and immediately 
began to demolish the windows of the 
counting-house, and of the lower 
story of the factory, through which 
pieces of burning cotton were thrown. 
The counting-house and the first 
story were immediately set in flames, 
which had communicated to the room 
where the grey goods were kept, be- 
fore the arrival of the engines. About 
the same time, a large party ol' spe- 


cial constables, and some of the mili- 
tary arrived, and cleared the ground 
in front of the mill. The flames were 
soon got under, and by 10 o*clock«were 
totally extinguished. It is understood 
that the damage done at Mr Beaver’s 
will be from three to four thousand 
pounds. 

After committing this destructive 
act, the rioters prpceeded to the fac- 
tory of Mr Duck, in Oak Street, , 
breaking most of the windows, with- 
out doing farther injury. The neigh- 
bouring mill of Messrs John Green- 
wood and Co. also sustained some 
damage in this way. They then pro- 
ceeded ‘along Swan Street, doing a 
great deal of wanton mischief by the 
road, (such as breaking the chamber 
windows of houses,) to the mill of Mr 
Mottershead, in Miller’s Lane; this 
they mistook for the power-loom fac- 
tory of Messrs Clogg, Norris, and 
Co., but which stands back from the 
street enclosed in a yard. Under this 
supposition they proceeded to break 
the windows, and threatened farther 
destruction, when they were disper- 
sed by the military. 

Friday morning, groups of idle and 
disorderly persons, chiefly boys, had 
assembled. At length, about six 
o’clock, the civil power, charged up- 
on that part of the crowd where the 
most mischief appeared to be going 
on, and for the moment dispersed 
them. The cavalry then scoured tlie 
streets, and the police made prisoners 
of twenty-four. After this the crowds 
did not attempt to re-assemble. 

Manchester Gazette office^ ten o* clock, 
Saturday cvening.~\n order to al- 
lay the apprehensions of persons at 
a distance, we have been induced at 
this late hour to make a second edi- 
tion. All was tranquil during the 
night. About eleven o’clock this fore- 
noon a number of persons began to 
assemble in the neighbourhood of the 
New Cross, and about noon, the Che- 
shire Yeomanry were considerably a>v 
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noycd by the stones thrown by the 
individuals collected. One of the 
Yeomanry received a rather serious 
injury from a brick-bat, and others 
were slightly hurt. About half past 
twelve, the windows of the foundry 
of Messrs Peel, Williams, and Co,, 
were broken, and at one o’clock, it 
was thought necessary to read the 
riot act. Since that time tlie means 
taken to repress further violence have 
jnwed effectual. 


MAY. 

1st. — London. — Sale op Four 
Theatres. — This day, the long-an- 
nounced sale of the Worthing, South- 
end, Hythe, and Gravesend Theatres, 
took place at Robins’s Rooms, Covent 
Garden, and was attended by a very 
numerous assemblage of the corps dra^ 
matitme, and others. They were dis- 
posed of as follows The Worthing 
Theatre, freehold of inheritance, on 
lease to Messrs Evans and Burton, 
who arc bound to pay a moiety of the 
rent and taxes, for three years, from 
Christmas next, at L.250 per annum, 
wardrobe, scenery, machinery, &c. 
included in the purchase, lessees to 
repair — li. 3900. The Gravesend 
Theatre, freehold, with the scenery, 
machinery, &c. let to Mr Faucit Sa- 
ville for three years, at L.70 a-year— 
L. 10.50. The Southend Theatre, 
copyhold, with the scenery and pro- 
perties— L.720. The Hythe Theatre, 
freehold, with the scenery and pro- 
perties — L.480, 

The subscription commenced in the 
‘ city on Tuesday, for the relief of the 
•manufacturers, gets on spiritedly, as 
far as the public are concerned ; up- 
wards of forty thousand pounds have 
been received. 

Thursday produced a large acces- 
sion to the subscriptions in London. 

JO 


1 l.'J 

In the list of contributors we find 
Prince Leopold, L.5(X), Lord Sondes, 
L.500, the Bank of England, L.IOOO, 
the West India Planters in London, 
L.500, the Duke of Devonshire, L,500, 
the Dukeof Northumberland, L.IOOO, 
the Earl of Darlington, L.KXK), Earl 
Grosvenor, L.200, the Duke of Well- 
ington, L.300, and many other names 
with large sums. The total amount 
exceeded L.12,000. 

Duel. — The American papers of 
the 14th April, give the following ac- 
count of a duel between Mr Clay, Se- 
cretary of State, and Mr Randolph^ 
of Virginia: — On Saturday after- 
noon a duel was fought on the banks of 
the Potamac, between Henry Clay and 
John Randolph. General Jessup and 
Henry Johnson, of Louisiana, were 
the seconds of Mr Clay; Colonel Tat- 
nall, of Georgia, and Colonel Hamil- 
ton, of South Carolina, were Mr Ran- 
dolph’s seconds. In the Senate of 
the United States, Mr Randolph bad 
been permitted by the presiding of- 
ficer, Mr Calhoun, on more occasions 
than one, to call Mr Clay a gambler 
and a black-leg. Mr Clay gave . Mr 
Randolph an opportunity to explain, 
by calling upon him in writing to 
know whether he intended to call liiin 
a political gambler, or to attach the 
infamy of such epithets to his private 
life. Mr Randolph declined any ex- 
planation. A challenge became in- 
evitable ; it was sent by Mr Clay, and 
accepted by Mr Randolph, and the 
parties met at four p. m. The first 
fire Mr Randolph’s pistol larent oiEby 
accident, and Mr Clay declined to fire. 
The accident being corrected, both 
parties fired and missed. A second 
fire was had without effect, when Mr 
Randolph stepped up to Mr Clay, gave 
him his hand, and made the pr^er 
acknowledgments, and thus the affair 
ended.” 

By the Milo, letters and papers have 
been received from B()sU)n to the Ifith 
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ult. being nearly a fortnight later than 
the previous advices. Commericaldis- 
tress at Boston was at its height, and 
several of the most respectable houses 
had been compelled to yield to the 
pressure of the times, having been 
deeply involved by the failures in 
London at the beginning of the year. 
The public funds of the United States 
have experienced a material depres* 
sion, and the exchange on London 
had fluctuated greatly. 

Sth.— Glasgow.— -Agreeably to pub- 
lic intimation, a meeting of the wea- 
vers of the East district of the Barony 
parish, was held this night, at half 
past seven o'clock, to petition the 
justices of the peace and the heritors 
on the present distress. A petition 
to the justices and heritors of the dis^ 
trict was then read. It stated in sub> 
stance that the petitioners had labour- 
ed under a great depression of wages 
for four years. Within these six months 
the average wages did not exceed 4^. 
a-week. They were rendered nearly 
desperate by excess of sufferhig. It 
was absolutely necessary that some- 
thing should be done to afford them 
permanent relief. They asked no gra- 
tuitous assistance, as they would pre- 
fer working for wages at out-door la- 
bour. A committee was appointed 
to present the petition, and after some 
local business, the meeting broke up. 

Extract from a pamphlet on the In- 
solvent and Bankrupt Laws : — It is 
computed that 130,000 writs were 
issued in 1825 against debtors in Eng- 
land, of whom 75,000 were absolutely 
incarcerated. On the smallest calcu- 
lation, the expenses they were ante- 
cedently and subsequently run to, by 
law processes, must nave amounted to 
ImKX) individually, and averaging the 
whole, makes the sum total L.8,325,000 
taken from the pockets of their credi- 
tors, and shared among the legalists. 
Added to those losses, came the bank- 
rupt-list of 3200 ; allowing each estate 
was injured to tlie trifling charge of 


L.300 before and after the striking of 
the docket, increase the legalists* bills 
to L,9, 320,200." 

8th. — London. — London Hibeh- 
NiAN Society. — This Society held 
its twentieth anniversary. I'he meet- 
ing assembled in Freemasons* Hall, 
and was very respectably attended— 
Lord Gambler in the Chair. A very 
satisfactory report of the proceedings 
of the Society was read, and agreed 
to. Several resolutions, prefaced by 
appropriate speeches, were adopted, 
but the most remarkable proceeding 
occurred when the business of the day 
was about to close. 

The* Reverend E. Irving, minister 
of the Caledonian chapel, requested 
the attention of the meeting for a few 
minutes, while he addressed them on 
the scheme of education brought for- 
ward by the Commissioners of Irish 
education in the report they had late- 
ly presented to the House of Com- 
mons. It was proposed that public 
schools of general instruction should- 
be establi^cd in each benefice, in 
which education should be afforded 
to the children of parents of all reli- 
gions. Two teachers were to be ap- 
pointed to each school, one a Roman 
Catholic and the other a Presbyte- 
rian ; two days in the week were to be 
.set apart* for religious exercises; on 
the one, the Catholic children were to 
receive instruction from their priests, 
and on the other, the Pifotestants from 
their clergymen ; but the instruction 
given in the schools at other times 
was not to interfere with the peculiar 
tenets of either party. In his opinion 
the plan would never answer the end 
proposed, which was to conciliate 
both parties. After some farther ob- 
servations, the Reverend Gentleman * 
concluded in the following extraordi- 
nary language : — ** ' Silver and gold I 
have none, but what I have I give 
thee.’ I have no money but from 
two sources — from my church, and 
by that I must live ; for ^ they that 
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partake of the altar should live by the 
altar;’ and I make it a principle not 
to lay by a farthing of my receipts 
from tluit source. The other is from 
ray booKs^ and the produce of these I 
devote conscientiously to religious 
charities. I give you now (having no 
money) the dying gift of a dear 
brother, who breathed his last in In- 
dia, and who died, I hope, in the faith 
of Christ, which he received through 
a minister of the establishment — (here 
Mr Irving handeck to the Secretary a 
gold watch,) and I pledge myself 
to redeem that, to me, precious gift, 
out of the first produce of the sale of 
my last book.” He then laid on the 
table a handsome gold watch.* The 
chairman requested he would take it 
back again, and repeatedly offered it 
to him, but he refused, sayingt that 
so great an interest did he feel in the 
welfare of the society, that no power 
on earth should induce him to accept 
it. 

. This extraordinary scene excited 
considerable sensation in the meeting. 

lath.— The King has been pleased to 
appoint Major-General Sir Neil Camp- 
bell, Knt. C. B. to be Captain-Gene- 
ral, and Governor in Chief of the co- 
lony of Sierra Leone and its depend- 
encies, in Africa— Lowdow Gazette. 

The King has been pleasod to ap- 
point Sir James Wemyss Mackenzie, 
Bart, to be Lieutenant and Sheriff 
Principal of the shire of Ross, in the 
room of Sir Hector Mackenzie, Bart, 
deceased.— Do. 

Departurb op the Duke op 
Devonshire. — The Glocester, with 
his Excellency the Duke of Devon- 
shire and suite on board, set sail on 
Wednesday morning with a fair wind 
on his embassy to the Emperor of 
Russia. 

Lord Charles Somerset has come 
home from the Cape of Good Hope 
in the Atlas Indiaman, which arrived 
off Weymouth on Friday. It is under- 
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stood that the Atlas brings duplicate 
dispatches relative to the termination 
of tRe Burmese war. 

We have carefully inspected the 
returns or esuWli^ sent up of the 
workmen out of employment in Eng- 
land and in Scotland, and from every 
information the numbers cannot be 
estimated under 250,000 souls. The 
numbers in Manchester only are 
42,000, including, we suppose, all the 
members of the families. — Globe. 

O’Connell and Cobbett — Our 
readers have not, of course, forgotten 
the elegant and edifying recrimina* 
tions which have passed between Mr 
O’Connell and his comical miscre*- 
ant,” as he lately called Cobbett. Are 
they then prepared to learn, that on 
Tuesday last, at an aggregate meet*, 
ing of the Catholics of Ireland, this 
same Mr O’Connell, not only second- 
ed a resolution proposed by Captain 
Gorman, for passing a vote of thanks 
to this same comical miscreant,” but 
that, in a subsequent stage of the pro- 
ceedings, he praised Cobbett to the 
skies” (we quote from the Freeman* s 
Journal,) and moved, as an amend- 
ment, that the thanks of the Catho- 
lics should be given to the liberal press 
of England, and, in particular to fVil^ 
Ham Cobbett?** 

17th — Edinburgh. — This day, a 
highly respectable meeting of the in- 
habitants was held in the Assembly 
Rooms, George Street, agreeably to a 
notice from the Magistrates, for the 
purpose of subscribing for the relief of 
the present distresjs under which the 
manufacturers in various parts of the 
country are suffering. Among those 
present we observed Lord Forbes, the 
Lord President, the Lord Justice 
Clerk, Baron Clerk Rattray, Lords 
Pitmilly, Alloway, and Medwyn, the 
Solicitor-General, Sir William Forbes, 
Sir John Hay, Sir John Hope, &c. 

The Lord Provost was called to the 
chair. 
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His Lordship rose and said>— am 
sorry that the circumstances of the 
times render it unnecessary for me 
to offer any apology for your attend- 
ance being requested here to-day. I 
was happy to find, upon my return 
from London, that the Magistrates, 
in concurrence with the wishes of 
many highly respectable individuals, 
and, I believe, 1 may say of the com- 
munity at large, had requested their 
fellow-citizens to convene here to-day 
for the purpose of opening a subscrip- 
tion, and considering the best means 
of alleviating the miseries and priva- 
tions under which the manufacturing 
operative classes in many districts of 
our country at present labour. It is 
not my intention, here, to detain you 
by inquiring minutely into the causes 
which have produced this great dis- 
tress. It is sufficient for our present 
purpose to know, that it does exist in 
a great and almost unexampled de- 
gree, and that it has hitherto been 
met by a degree of fortitude and for- 
bearance, which, while it reflects the 
highest honour on the patience, on 
the good feeling, and characteristic 
discretion of our suffering country- 
men, calls the more loudly for a will- 
ing and benevolent ear on your part 
to the miseries to which they are now 
reduced. This call will, I am sure, 
not be made in vain. Their appeal, 
though on their part in silence, will 
not be the less regarded; and the 
noble example set by our most gra- 
cious Sovereign and his subjects in our 
sister kingdom, will be hailed as an 
additional proof, if proofs were want- 
ing, of that liberality of sentiment and 
proper use of wealth which has ever 
constituted one of the brightest and 
proudest features of the British cha- 
racter. In our own city and neigh- 
bourhood, there are numbers of in- 
dustrious families thrown out of em- 
ployment, and in a state of actual 
want. In the w^est country, we know 


the distress is very great. In the 
Paisley district alone, there are up- 
wards of 8000 turned out of work, 
and without the means of subsistence, 
notwithstanding a heavy assei^ment 
and large contributions made in that 
neighbourhood for their temporary 
support. In Glasgow, their situation 
is equally bad, and in the northern 
districts, particularly Arbroath and 
iieighbournood,' the situation both of 
merchants and of the manufacturing 
operatives who have been thrown idle, 
is most alarming. It is for you, then, 
to give a helping hand to alleviate this 
suffering, and to distribute the money 
whicl\ your bounty provides, in such 
a manner as to promote industry and 
useful works, while you prevent the 
people from starvation." 

Mr Solicitor-General Hope said, 
that in rising to propose certain reso- 
lutions, the object of them having 
been alluded to by the Lord Provost, 
he felt it unnecessary for him to ap- 
peal to the feelings of the meeting. 
The distress of the manufacturing 
community was unparalleled in point 
of extent and severity. In almost all 
the manufacturing districts, many 
thousands of the labouring popula- 
tion had been suddenly thrown out 
of employment. The usual parochial 
funds had been found quite inadequate 
to meet the demand upon them. In 
Forfarshire, in Renfrewshire, in Ayr- 
shire, in Glasgow, and even in our 
own city, the distress was unexam- 
pled, among the class of the commu- 
nity to which he alluded, and imperi- 
ously called upon their sympathy and 
feelings for relief. He could urge 
their claims with the greater force, 
as the utmost privations had not only 
been borne without any symptom of 
disorder, but even witnout murmur 
or impatience; not a single act of 
violence had been committed, and the 
people had not for an instant swerved 
from their duty to the laws. It was 
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with heartfelt satisfaction^ that he ad« 
vocated their claims, and asked for 
their conduct what their sufferings 
deserved. It was a striking and re- 
markable fact, that, out of the thou- 
sands in the neighbourhood of Glas- 
gow, destitute of work, there was not 
one case before the last Circuit Court 
from the Upper District of Renfrew- 
shire; such conduct wa§ a striking proof 
of the good sense and moral feeling 
of the people in th^t district, and gave 
them strong claims on the sympathy 
of their countrymen. He considered 
it unnecessary, after the statement 
made by the Lord Provost, to enter 
into any detail ; that distress prevail- 
erd, and to a melancholy extent, was 
undoubted, and, he thought, it would 
be best to leave to the committee to 
distribute the bounty as they should 
see proper. The Solicitor-General 
then road the resolutions. 

Lord Forbes said, be was happy in 
being allowed to second the resolu- 
tions. They were agreed to unani- 
mously, 

Mr Sblicitor-General r^ad two let- 
ters, one from Arbroath, and the other 
from Paisley, fhe former stated that 
there were 2243 out of employment 
at present, and in the course of three 
weeks, 1835 would be discha^ed. In 
Paisley, it was understood that there 
were 2200 familes out of work, which 
might amount to 8000 persons. 

Subscription papers were handed 
round the room, and upwards of 
L.1500 subscribed. The Lord Pro- 
vost announced that the Earl of Moray 
had sent him a note, authorizing his 
name to be put down for L.IOO. — 
.(Applause.) 

The meeting then broke up. 

1 8tb. — London. — A special meeting 
of the Directors and Proprietors of 
the Provincial Bank of Ireland was 
held at the City of London Tavern, 
Edward Blount, Esq. in the chair. 
The report, which was read, conclu- 


ded with declaring an annual dividend 
of foitr per cent, clear of all charges 
and losses, which last did not exceed 
1^200. Mr Spring Rice anticipated, 
with certainty, a much higher dividend 
in future years. The report gave great 
satisfaction. 

19 th. — Fancy Dbess Ball. — The 
Grand Fancy-Dress Ball for the be- 
nefit of the distressed Manufacturers 
of Snitalhelds took place at Covent- 
Garaen Theatre. The house was on the 
occasion fitted up with much splen- 
dour of decoration, and brilliancy of 
lighting. The pit was covered with 
a platform, and connected with the 
stage, and together formed an exten- 
sive and most convenient promenade 
for the company, which was numerous, 
and embraced the greater portion of 
the nobility and fashion now in town. 
The boxes were arranged for private 
parties, and a sjiacious gallery was 
erected at the extremity of the stage 
for the reception and accommodation 
of those members of the Royal Family 
who were present, amongst whom were 
their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of 
Clarence, Sussex, and Gloucester, the 
Princess Augusta, the Duchesses of 
Gloucester and Kent, Prince Leopold, 
and the Princess Feodore. The dresses 
of the ladies were splendid on the 
whole, a number of gentlemen were in 
full dress uniform, and the tout c«- 
semhlc presented a spectacle superb in 
the extreme. The company altogether 
could not comprise less than 3000 per- 
sons ; indeed, so great was the pressure 
of the crowd, that it was occasionally 
quite impossible to move for several 
minutes together. The sum received 
amounted to L.3000. 

His Majesty, with his characteristic 
benevolence, has remitted the sum of 
Five Hundred Pounds to the Chairman 
of the Committee in Dublin, for the re- 
lief of the working manufacturers of 
that city. 

23d. — L eeds.— A Lovkk Stabbed. 
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— A shocking event has occurred at 
Pudsey> a village near Leeds. A y/>ung 
man named Joseph Blackburn, a re- 
spectable manufacturer, was enamour- 
ed of one of the daughters of Mr Thd- 
rnas Fairfax Carlisle, an inhabitant of 
the same village ; but hia suit being 
discouraged by the father, the lover 
on his return from Leeds market, ra- 
ther late that night, and somewhat 
fresh in liquor, took it into his head to 
speak to the lady, although she and 
all the family were gone to bed. He 
threw earth against her chamber win- 
dow, and awoke her, and then mount- 
ed the ledge of the ]>arlour window on 
the ground floor, holding with his 
hands by the chamber window-sill 
above. Miss Carlisle came to the win- 
dow, and earnestly entreated him to 
retire, but he did not comply. The 
noise awoke a younger sister who slept 
in the same room, and she, imagining 
that thieves w'ere breaking into the 
house, started out of bed, and ran to 
inform her father and brother. The 
former, under this impression, seized 
a sword which hung in his bed-room, 
went into the parlour, and seeing 
through the window the figure of the 
supposed robber, dashed the sword 
through the glass, deep into the abdo- 
men of the unfortunate young nmn. 
He was, however, able to reach his 
brother's house, about 500 yards oflT, 
his trowsers and shoes soaked in blood ; 
but, notwithstanding surgical assist- 
ance, he died of the inflammation of 
the wound on Thursday morning. The 
coroner's inquest returned a verdict of 
Manslaughter against Mr Carlisle, and 
he has been committed to York Castle 
for trial. Mr Blackburn's elder bro- 
ther is married to Miss Carlisle's eld- 
est sister. 

28tb«— DiSTRisssiNG Accident. — 
Dorchesteh.— A melancholy event 
occurred yesterday, which has created 
a strong sensation, and excited a gene- 
.ral feeling of sympathy and regret. 


As Keith Fraser, Esq. of the 6th En- 
niskillen Dragoons, (brother of Sir 
Wniiaro Fraser, Bart, and of Major 
Fraser, 7th Hussars,) accompanied by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Keene and Cap- 
tain Portman, pf the same regiment, 
was riding on the Downs, at Bincombe, 
near this town, his horse, a valuable, 
although a vicious animal, ran off at 
full speed, and reaching the summit 
of a high hill, which, on the other side, 
was nearly perpendicular, plunged for- 
ward, when both were precipitated to 
the bottom, a height of nearly 200 feet. 
On the arrival of Colonel Keene and 
Captain Portman at the spot, they 
found the unfortunate young gentle- 
man lying in a senseless state. Me- 
dical assistance being procured as 
promptly as possible, Mr Fraser was 
conveyed on a litter to the Barracks, 
where he lingered in a state of utter 
insensibility till two o'clock this morn- 
ing, when he expired. By the fall, the 
horse's back was broken, and he was, 
of necessity, killed on the ground. Mr 
Fraser was in his 22d year, and had 
only, in the course of the morviing, re- 
ceived a nolification of his promotion 
to a Lieutenancy. 


. JUNE. 

The proclamations for dissolving 
the present Parliament and calling a 
new one, received the Royal signa- 
ture on Thursday, the 1st, and ap- 
peared in the Gazette on Saturday ; 
the first is for the election of mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, and 
the second for the election of sixteen 
Representative Peers for Scotland, 
which is to take place at the Palace 
of Holyrood, on the 13th of next 
month. JBoth the writs are returnable 
on the zSth of July. 

A young femalCi of the name of 
Harrison, only sixteen years of age, 
daughter of a respectable tradesman 
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residing at Birmingham^ without con- 
sulting any of her friends^ packed up 
a change of linen, and started for Lon- 
don last week by the coach, to pre- 
sent a j^etition to the King on behalf 
of her brother, a youth of 15, who 
was convicted at the last Warwick 
assizes, with two other lads, of steal- 
ing some gold from a Mr Price, and 
ordered to be transported for life. She 
was induced to this step from the ex- 
cessive grief of her mother, whose lif^* 
is despaired of, at the degradation of 
her son, and in the idea of her cltild 
being separated from her for ever. 
She states in her petition that this 
was her brother’s first offence, and 
that he had been seduced into tt com- 
mittal of the crime by his more ex- 
perienced companions ; and makes a 
pathetic appeal for mercy. Mr Peel 
gave the poor girl an interview, and 
promised not only to present her pe- 
tition to the King, but to make in- 
quiries into her brother's case ; and 
if there were circumstances in his fa- 
vour, he would recommend a com- 
mutation of his sentence. The youth 
is now on board the , Dolphin, at 
Chatham ; and the affectionate sister 
waits in town for Mr Peel’s decision. 

Earl Talbot and family are in a 
state of the deepest distress, in con- 
sequence of the melanchojy intelli- 

S ence received from Vienna of the 
eath of the Earl’s eldest son. Lord 
Ingfestrie, on Tuesday, the 23d ult. 
It appears that his Lordship was ta- 
king his usual ride in the park at Vi- 
enna, when the horse ran away with 
and threw him ; he was taken up 
dead. 

The Commissioners for building 
Chiirchesin the Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, have made a second Re- 
port. Of the places to which minis- 
ters and manses have been offered, 
on condition thatthe existing churches 
shall be properly repaired and fitted 


for divine service, live, it is said, are 
likely to fail in obtaining the expect- 
ed b^efit. Four churches, Toman- 
toul, Kinloch-Luichart, Croisk, and 
Plockton in Loclialsh, are to be 
completed before the end of the year. 
L.15b0, to which the commissioners 
are limited for a church, manse, and 
appurtenances, is complained of as a 
scanty allowance ; and little seems to 
have been done altogether ; but for 
the current year, 1a secretary has got 
L.200, a clerk L.75, a law agent 
L.200, a superintending engineer, 
L.lOO, and surveyors L.745, 17s. 6d., 
making in all an expenditure for tlie 
year of L.1320, 17s. 6d. 

2d. — Dundee. — David Balfour was 
executed at this place, for the murder 
of his wife in December last. The 
case of Balfour has excited great at- 
tention here, and the peculiar features 
of his mind have added to this feeling, 
as much as the singular manner in 
which he went about the sanguinary 
act for which he suffered. He seems, 
from the beginning, to have made up 
his miifd to the fate which awaited 
him, in order that he might avenge 
himself for what his feelings had suf- 
fered from tlie unfaithfulness of one 
whom he loved. To the clergymen 
and others who have visited him since 
his return from Perth, he has behaved 
with propriety. Though ready to hear 
them, he showed a determination to 
judge for himself of what was con- 
tained in the sacred writings ; and to 
several clergymen he expressed a dif- 
ference in the opinions he held from 
them, and stated his reasons for doing 
so from the scriptures, in a distinct 
and rather forcible manner. He pass- 
ed the previous night in a calm and 
tranquil state. He read aloud a num- 
ber of chapters from the Old and 
New Testament, and requested the 
friend who sat with him to relieve 
him in this. Messrs Horsley, Murray, 
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and Macalister, were within his cell 
early in the day, and conversed and 
prayed with him several times. When 
it was announced that the executioner 
was at hand, he said, “ I am ready 
and willing ; when I am bound by 
him I am free.*' When he saw the 
executioner, he said, ^‘Come forward; 
don’t be afraid — you have no reason.” 
Things being then arranged, he went 
down to the Guild-hall, accompanied 
by Messrs Horsley, Murray, Mac- 
alister, and Mr Dick, surgeon to the 
jail. He bowed most respectfully to 
the magistrates and council, com- 
missioners of police, &c. assembled 
in the Hall, and proceeded to the 
scaffold, where he bowed to the mul- 
titude. Feeling somewhat weak, he 
requested the reverend Mr Macalis- 
ter to give out a hymn he had pre- 
viously selected, which was sung. The 
unfortunate man joined in the sing- 
ing of the hymn with a clear and 
audible voice. He then addressed 
the multitude to this effect : ** My 
friends, you may think my condition 
is bad, and so it is ; but, bad <as it is, 
I hope for mercy through the blood 
of my Saviour, and in his blood alone 
my hope rests. I hope that you will 
take warning from the death to which 
I have brought myself, and that the 
example that has been made of me 
will have a proper effect upon your 
minds. 1 regret that 1 have brought 
so much disgrace upon the town, and 
I am ready to die, and willing to die 
for it.” One of the gentlemen ob- 
served that he had not spoken of the 
justice ofhis sentence as he proposed. 
He was instantly aware of it, and 
turning round, said, My friends, I 
acknowledge that my sentence is just, 
that it is a righteous sentence, that it 
is proper I should die, for I have sin- 
ned against God and man, and have 
justly forfeited ipy life. Had I been 
in the judges’ place, as I am now on 
the scaffold, I must have pronounced 


the very same sentence on myself.” 
Aftor this, the reverend Mr Murray 
engaged in prayer, which was most 
impressive. When it was over, the 
devotional exercises were resumed, 
and drawn to a close. Those around 
him then took farewell of him, in do- 
ing which he said, I hope, gentle- 
men, I shall meet with you all in 
Heaven.” While the executioner was 
adjusting the fatal noose, he resigned 
himself to the operation with singu- 
lar calmness and compliance. He 
stood for a short time seemingly en- 
gaged in prayer before he gave the 
signal, when the drop fell. His suf- 
ferings were seemingly of short du- 
ratioii/as he was comparatively slight- 
ly convulsed. The crowd assembled* 
on the occasion was very great. 

General Election. 

Southwark Election. — The 
election for Southwark commenced 
on Wednesday morning, the 7th, at 
the Town-hall. At an early hour, the 
workmen were busy preparing the’ 
hustings in front of it. The crowd 
began to collect in considerable num- 
bers about nine o’clock, but none of 
the candidates made their appearance 
till after ten. Shortly after this hour Sir 
Robert Wilson came up, in an open ba- 
rouche, followed by several carriages, 
andaccon^paniedin his own by several 
of his friends, among whom were his 
two daughters, and M. Lavalette, 
the latter of whom afterwards placed 
themselves at the window of Mr Tho- 
mas Wm. Farmer, from whence they 
could overlook the proceedings. His 
carriage was drawn by the crowd, the 
horses, as we understood, having been 
taken out near the Asylum, where he 
had met his friends. He was received 
with a loud and unequivocal expres- * 
sion of applause ; not a hiss mingled 
with the cheers that almost rent the 
welkin. Before his carriage were ex- 
hibited a number of banners, display- 
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ing various devices and sentiments^ 
among which were: Wilson and 
Purity of Election !" — Wilson and 
Trial by Jury f'— Wilson and pub- 
lie Liberty Wilson the Friend 
of the People !” Sec. His colours were 
of “ Heaven's celestial blue." 

Mr Calvert followed shortly after, 
and was also received with a strong 
expression of approbation. His co- 
lours were blue, and the inscriptions 
on the banners that graced his pro- 
gress were, 'V, Independence and 
Trade !" — The 1932 Electore 1” 
— Parliamentary Reform.” 

Mr Polhill next drove up in a plain 
neat carriage; his colours were orange 
and purple. The inscription i5 on his 
' banners were No Popery I” — T rade 
and Commerce.” His reception was 
of a much more equivocal character 
than that of his two rivals. A long 
and violent struggle ensued between 
the cheers and hisses of the opposing 
parties. 

The number of electors in the year 
*1818 w’as about 3500, but that num- 
ber is supposed to have received a 
consid^^rable increase since that time 
in consequence of the new buildings 
in St George's Fields. 

The noise having in some degree 
subsided, and order being restored, the 
usual preliminaries weregoqe through, 
— The writ for the return of two new 
members was read by one of Clutton 
and Carter's clerks, and also the act 
against bribery and corruption. 

Mr Solomon Davis, in rising to pro- 
pose C. Calvert, Esq., as a candidate 
for the representation of the borough, 
said he should be sorry if anything 
occurred to deprive the borough of 
that independence they had so nobly 
achieved on former occasions. Mr 
Calvert was the friend of them all, and 
had uniformly advocated every mea- 
sure of improvement. (Yes, yes.) 
He had been an enemy to the slave 
trade, the corn bill, and the assessed 


taxes. He (Mr D.) did not know any 
man more fit than Mr C. Calvert to 
represent them, and therefore he 
should propose C. Calvert, Esq. as 
their representative for the ensuing 
parliament. 

Mr Ellis seconded this motion. 

Mr Blackett then proposed Sir 
Robert Wilson.— Long before this 
gentleman had served them in Par- 
liament, he had served them by vic- 
toriously fighting their battles abroad. 
He had already been tried, and found 
able and willing to serve them, and 
therefore they would try him again. 
If the electors did not now discharge 
their duty, they would have no right 
to complain of a corrupt parliament. . 
— (Hurra.) 

Mr Arrowsmith seconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr Polhill was now proposed, and 
the motion seconded by two gentle- 
men, whose names we could not get. 
While this was going on, the whole 
was dumb show, not a syllable could 
be heard, there was nothing but the 
most discordant shouts, yells, and 
hisses. 

Mr Calvert then addressed the 
electors. He thanked them sincerely 
for their former kindness in having 
returned him to tliree parliaments, 
and hoped for their effectual support 
again. He had always voted accord- 
ing to the wish of his constituents, 
when he could collect that wdsh, and 
such he conceived to be the duty of 
every representative. 

Sir K. Wilson then addressed the 
meeting. He was* received with much 
applause, and frequently greeted with 
tlie most cordial cheers in the course 
of a very eloquent speech. It was, he 
said, with a sentiment of pride and 
gratification that he saw the imposing 
phalanx of electors, who were now 
assembled. It was in 1818 that they 
had made him their leader against the 
High 1 fury party, and in which they 
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had so gloriously triumphed against 
the supporters of an inflated, dictate* 
rial oligarchy ; though they were told 
that to effect a change was impossible; 
that Bedlam was surely let loose among 
them, and that instead of winning a 
crown of glory, they would only earn 
contempt and degradation. Did the 
result prove that they were mad? 
After three days* contest, th^ enabled 
him to plant the banner of their in- 
dependence on these hustings. In 
1820, the same party, shattered, in- 
deed, and broken up, but not suffi- 
ciently rebuked, made another at- 
tempt, under the standard of that 
able and experienced leader. Sir T. 
Turton. They were then again de- 
feated. The same party, after a re- 
pose of five years, was now reascend- 
ing from its grave ; but these wamors 
would soon be sent again to their long 
home. They were vain enough to fancy 
that some of us were satiated witn 
glory, that others were enervated with 
repose, and that our young men were 
not following the example of their fa- 
thers. (Bravo). It was not merely for 
the interest of Southwark or of Eng- 
land, but of the civilization of man, 
that their triumphs should be repeat- 
ed and established on an immovable 
basis. (Great applause.) 

Mr Polhill then addressed the meet- 
ing at considerable length, but, from 
tlie great noise and clamour which 
prevailed) we were unable to hear 
him. 

The polling continued till the fol- 
lowing Wednesday, when at half past 
nine a communication reached the 
High Bailiff from Mr Polhilfs com- 
mittee, stating that that gentleman 
had withdrawn from the contest. The 
polling was closed at eleven, and the 
High Bailiff announced Charles Cal- 
vert, Esq. and Sir R, Wilson, knight, 
duly elected, who having returned 
thanks, the assemblage dispersed. 

Yokkshiajs:.— T he noraiWtion of 


candidates took place on Monday 
last, when Mr Bethell declining to 
proceed to a poll, Lord Milton, Mr 
Marshall, Mr Wilson, and Mu; Dun- 
combe, were declared duly elected. 

OiTV OP London Election. -— 
Friday the 9th being appointed for 
the Common Hall of the Livery of 
London to elect the members of the 
representation of the city, at an early 
hour every avenue leading to the 
Guildhall was thronged by crowds, all 
anxious, and pressif.g for admission 
intd the Hall ; and at the same time, 
the streets were paraded by persons 
carrying banners, upon which were 
displayed, in large letters, various 
devices' and inscriptions relating to 
the candidates. 

At a quarter past one o’clock, the 
Lord Mayor appeared on the hustings, 
and was received with tumultuous 
cheering. He bowed, and retired to 
his chair. Mr Alderman Wood next 
presented himself, and his reception 
was very favourable indeed. Mr Al- 
derman Thompson was received with 
much applause. « 

The reception of Mr Alderman 
Waithman was tumultuously favour- 
able. 

Mr Ward presented himself to the 
notice of the Livery, and was received 
with great cheering. 

The Lord Mayor was put first, and 
his lordship’s name was followed by 
those of Mr Alderman Wood, Mr Al- 
derman Waithman, Mr Alderman 
Thompson, Mr Ward, and Mr Aider- 
man Garratt. 

On a show of hands, the Sheriffs 
decided that the majority was in fa- 
vour of Messrs Waithman, Wood, 
Thompson, and the Lord Mayor. A 
poll was immediately demanded on 
belialf of Messrs Garratt and Ward. 

The following was the state of the vote 
at the close of the poll on Saturday : 

Mr Thompson, . . 992 

Mr Waithman, . 857 
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Mr Wood, 

. 822 

Mr Ward, 

. . 729 

Lord Mayor, 

700 

Mr Oarratt,' . 

286 

As soon as the numbers were de- 


clared^ Mr Alderman Garratt eame 
forward to address the Liverymen, 
but the hisses and groans with which 
he was received prevented him from 
being heard. He was at length under« 
stood to say» that he had never given 
a specific pledge to the Lord Mayor 
that he would not offer himself as 
a candidate for the city of Londbn ; 
what he had said had been complete- 
ly misinterpreted ; but, finding that 
that was the impression, he felt him- 
self called upon to withdraw from the 
contest. 

The other candidates then several- 
ly addressed the Livery, and the 
meeting dispersed. 

Seventh and last Dar.—Friday 
being the day which was to decide 
this hard-contested election, the inte- 
rest excited was so great, that at an 
early hour Guildhall was much more 
crowded than it bad been on any pre- 
vious day of the election, and the 
nearer the hour approached, when the 
successful candidates were to be de- 
clared, the greater were the numbers 
assembled. The galleries were crowd- 
ed with the female friends af the can- 
didates, and other ladies, and some 
of them even ventured on the hust- 
ings. At half past three, the numbers 


were declared— 

Thompson, . 6483 

Waithman, • 5042 

Ward, . . 4991 

Wood, • . 4880 

Lord Mayor, . 4514 


Mr Alderman Thompson addressed 
the meeting, but not a word could we 
catch, for the satisfaction of his friends 
was expressed in such continued 
bursts of applause, that before silence 
wag obtained, the worthy candidate 
had concluded his speech. 


Mr Alderman Waithman thanked 
the Liverymen for their honourable 
exertions, by which he had triumph- 
ed. It was not the triumph of the 
individual, but the triurapli of prin- 
ciple. It was the more astonisoing, 
an they had to combat against a pre- 
judice which had been raised against 
him and Mr Wood on account of the 
Catholic question. They had shown, 
that whatever a man's trade might 
be, provided he possessed honour and 
integrity, they were able to choose 
him for their representative, for God 
had given the same abilities to shop- 
keepers as to others. They had taken 
his advice, and had brought up their 
friends to the poll, and thus had ob- 
tained one of the greatest victories 
that ever was achieved at a city elec- 
tion. 

Mr Ward rose, but was unable to 
obtain a hearing. 

Mr Alderman Wood said, thougli 
he stood not so high on the poll as oe 
had done on the two former elections, 
yet he was the better pleased with 
himseff. He had to struggle against 
a feeling which had been raised to his 
prejudice, on account of the Catholic 
question. He was as much attached 
to the Protestant Constitution as any 
present, but he was the friend of re- 
ligious liberty. Neither Mr Thomp- 
son nor Mr Ward would give pledges 
that they would not deserve to be 
their representatives. The worthy 
Alderman then read some extracts 
from a speech of Mr Pitt on the Ca- 
tholic question, and, after thanking 
the Livery for their support, retired 
from the hustings. 

The Lord Mayor said, though he 
was unsuccessful, yet he was thank- 
ful to those who had supported him, 
and believed there never was an in- 
stance of a candidate losing his elec- 
tion with so large a number of votes. 
A cry of Popery had been raised 
against him, and many had refused 
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him their votes on that account; be- 
sides this, B candidate had started up 
against him quite unexpectedly. 'He 
was sure Mr Garratt would after- 
wards regret this unhappy, he would 
almost say, unprincipled treatment* 
They had chosen representatives who 
would serve them with more ability, 
but not with more sincerity or ardour 
than he would have done, had he gone 
into Parliament. During the few 
months he had to hold his office in 
the city, he should do his duty, after 
which he should retire into private 
life. He then took leave of the Li- 
verymen, and wished prosperity to 
the city of London, and withdrew. 
The meeting then dispersed. 

Riot at Carlisle — On Tuesday 
last, a dreadful riot took place in Car- 
lisle, during the canvass of Sir Philip 
Musgrave, late M.P* for that city. 
Having entered a yard in Milbume^s 
Buildings, Shaddon Gate, with his 
friends, they were surrounded by the 
populace, who reproached the candi- 
date for his vote on the corn laws, 
and on Mr Abercromby's motion re- 
specting the representation of Edin- 
burgh, and insisted on his giving a 
pledge for radical reform. After some 
parley. Sir P. and his friends got out 
of the yard into the street, but were 
there assailed by the mob with stones, 
&c.and ail more or less injured. Major 
Wilde was brought to the ground by 
a blow from a stone on the head, and 
Sir P. was lamed, but got into a house 
with one or two friends, and fastened 
the door. Here they were kept pri- 
soners for two or three hours; the 
Mayor and a large body of gentle- 
men and constables, who attempted 
to liberate them, being driven away 
by the missiles of the mob, who peltea 
tliem out of Shaddon Gate. Barnes, 
the police-officer, with a cocked pis- 
tol in his hand, and another person, 
got through the crowd, but were glad 
to escape back. 


Westminster Election — Fri- 
day, the 9th, at twelve o'clock fore- 
noon, Covent Garden Market present- 
ed a very animated scene, the High 
Bailiff, Arthur Morris, Esq. lhaving 
appointed it for the election of mem- 
bers for Westminster. 

At that hour, Sir Francis Burdett 
and Mr Hobliouse, with their commit- 
tee, ])roceeded from the Rainbow I’a- 
vetn to the hustings in front of the 
church. 

The usual forms having been con- 
cluded. 

The High Bailiff addressed the elec- 
tors, and said he had called them toge- 
ther for the purpose of electing two 
members for the city of Westminster, 
and, he trusted, that, by tlieir order- 
ly conduct, his object would be facili- 
tated. 

Sir Francis Burdett and Mr Hob- 
house were then nominated, without 
the slightest opposition. 

Sir Francis Burdett, as soon as the 
cheering had subsided, addressed the 
electors at very great length, and 
dwelt upon those principles wl]ich he 
had always aoted upon in Parliament, 
and from which he had never in any 
way deviated. 

The honourable Baronet's speech 
was received with great cheering. 

Mr Hobliouse then addressed the 
electors with great animation ; and the 
election having fallen on them by the 
show of hands, thanks were voted to 
the High Bailiff, and the meeting dis- 
persed. 

Ipswich, June 18. — The election 
terminated here yesterday, after one 
of the hardest struggles ever witness- 
ed in this country. The influence of 
Government was never exercised with 
more vigour and directness than against 
the yellow candidates. The dock-yards 
were raked for voters ; and those who 
were discharged were put on again, 
upon their promise of voting for Dun- 
das and Mackiiinon ; and persons in 
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the army who are freemen of IpsM ich, 
were brought here to vote for the blue 
candidates. On the other hand, the 
yellow party, which had been too con- 
fident of success in the first instance, 
and had neglected all the usual pre- 
cautions, when they became pressed, 
displayed an activity which astonished 
their opponents and secured the elec- 
tion. Among their last voters were 
two persons from London, who were 
unable from extreme illness to get inlo 
the Town-Hall, and whose votes were 
consequently taken at the door of it 
by the returning officer. One of these 
had been bed-ridden for two years, but 
so hearty was he in the cause, that he 
cheered as he lay on the l}ed wshen he 
had given his vote. The expense of 
the last few days to all the candidates 
must have been enormous, for carriages 
and four, with single voters, arrived 
from the extremest points of the king- 
dom. The majority for Haldimand 
and Torrens, at the close of the poll, 
was eight; but the opposing candi- 
dates having demanded a scrutiny, 
some hours elapsed before the numbers 
were declared. The returning officers 
refused to grant a scrutiny, the appli- 
cants being unable to assign any suffi- 
cient reason for the demand. Mr Hal- 
diraand and Colonel Torrens were con- 
sequently declared duly elected. The 
chairing will take place to-morrow. 

CovENTBY. — The poll has closed, 
and Heathcote and Fyler have been 
duly elected. The state of the poll 
was — 

Heathcote, 1535 Ellice, 1242 

Fyler, 1522 Moore, 1182 

State of Polls. 


Reading* 

Monck, 

Spence, 

Palmer, 
Wakefield, 


Dovcr> 

fiSOjWilbraham, 
Thomson, 


492 

4881 


886|Butrerworth, 


1175 

748 

628 

193 


Two former elected. Two former elected. 


Iluntingdomhirc. Northampton, 

Mandeville, OGBjRobinaon, 1348 

Fellowes, . 911 Uaberly, . 11,37 

Kussell, 8<)8|Gunning, . 1005 

Two former elected. Two former elected. 

Leicester, Chester, 

Hastings, . 27721 Belgravc, . 830 

Cave^ . 2677lHrosvenor, . 780 

ISvana, . 206.3, Kgerton, . 742 

Denman, 18021 To wnshend, 661 

Two former elected. Two former elected. 

JPbeston. — T he representation of 
this town was contested between its 
former representative, Mr Stanley, Mr 
Wood of Liverpool, on the Reform in- 
terest, Captain Barrio, R. N., on the 
1 ory interest, and the notorious Cob- 
bett. It lasted during the whole days 
allowed by law. Among the other 
extraordinary scenes that took place 
on the occasion, the fidlowing is one— * 
June 23.— A great tumult was, heard 
at Mr Cobbett*s door, and several per- 
sons exclaimed that the bludgeon-men 
were assaulting some persons who 
wanted to get in. At this moment 
the two bailiffs, who had been out, and 
in attempting to approach Mr Cob- 
bett's door, received some violence, 
rushed from behind into the Mayor's 
box, accompanied by Mr Swainson, of 
Captain Barrie's Committee, 

The Mayor's Bailiff.— Mr Mayor, 
Mr Mayor, I never saw such an infu- 
riated mol) in my life — they are break- 
ing in ; we shall all be killed — I'll not 
stop here to be killed. 

Mr Swainson (the blood pouring 
from his mouth) — There, there, I said 
how it would be — it is all Wood's 
mob. 

Dr Crompton. — False, false ! Mr 
Wood has no mob. (Great uproar,) 
Captain Barrie and his friends now 
loudly charged Mr Wood and his party 
with hiring those bludgeon-men, and 
they as stoutly denied it. Amidst a 
discordatit tumult of voices, the coar- 
sest reproaches were heard passing be- 
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tween the two parties — infamous*'— 

villainous"— set of scoundrels"— 

shame, shame’' Cries of false,” 
— villains,” ^c.,^tremmdms up7*oar 
— " Adjourn, adjourn." — Call in the 
military." 

In the meantime. Captain Barrie, 
whose feelings were evidently roused to 
the highest pitch of excitement, swung 
himself about, and roared out in such 
a way, that some of his friends got 
about him under the impression that 
he would absolutely jump from his box 
to wreak vengeance on Mr Wood, on 
whom he lixea his eyes with the fier- 
cest expression. The Captain's hands 
were held for a moment, he bit his lips, 
stamped, threw himself about, an^; at 
last, striking vehemently the front of 
his box, said, D— n I that we can't 
be at 'em !" 

The Mayor now dispatched a mes- 
sen^r for the military. In less than 
half an hour a party of dragoons under 
the command of Captain Pollhill arri- 
ved, when the bludgeon-armed ruffians 
fied in all directions. The moment the 
Mayor learned the arrival of the dra- 
goons, he proceeded with his associates 
and constables to that part of the 
hustings (Cobbett's side) where the 
riotous club-men had taken shelter — 
had them taken into custody, and con- 
veyed to the House of Correction. 

26.— The poll closed this day, at 
three o'clock, when Mr Stanley and 
Mr Wood were declared duly elected; 
and the ceremony of chairing took place 
immediately afterwards. The numbers 
at the final close of the poll were, 
Stanley, 2944— Wo<Jd, 1970— Barrie, 
1652— Cobbett, 995. 

At the conclusion of the election, Cob- 
bett addressed the electors, and assured 
them be would petition against the re- 
turn of Mr Stanley and Mp Wood ; and 
concluded by saying — As to the co- 
lour ^reen (Mr Wood's]), it is like a de- 
letenous plant that poisons all things 
on which it sheds its venomous Inie — 
an ccrrgrccw— a deadly yew — a night- 


shade ; but we will destroy this com- 
position of green weeds and orange 
nowers (alluding to the coalition be- 
tween Stanley and Wopd.) I'll pluck 
it up by the roots.— Lord Defby was 
not content with bringing in one 
Member, his dandy son, but he must 
hook on a second. If this connexion 
stands — if this poor creature. Wood, 
continues your member, pari Derby 
will be able to lay his claws on your 
borough, as easily as any other titled 
tyrant rules any close borough in Eng- 
land— so that poor Wood, like a young 
bear, has all his sorrows before him ; 
he is not able to do any good for you : 
he is a timid trembling creature, and 
incompetent to serve the interests of 
Preston. I have the real majority of 
votes — the hearts of the pec»ple. — I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
The public spirit of the town of Pres- 
ton is greater than I ever met with, 
even in America. I never can be suf- 
ficiently grateful to you. I never shall 
forget the honest and independent 
town of Preston. Your show of hands, 
the very first day of the election, pro- 
ved to me ai;id the world, that I was 
the man of your choice. Good night.” 

WestmoreijAnd Election. 

Aj)pleby, June 22, a o*clock in the 
morning. 

yiie firiends of Mr Brougham have 
been pouring into Appleby during the 
night and all this morning in great 
numbers, and though they are not so 
conspicuous with their flags and rib- 
bands as the partizans of the Lowthers, 
they are still not scantily provided with 
them. The prevailing mottoes on the 
flags of the rival candidates are on the 
one side, No Popery," Lowtlier and 
Loyalty," The Lowthers, the friends 
of the Constitution and of the county 
of Westmorelaftd," &c. and on the 
other, Brougham and Independ- 
ence,'' Brougham and No Slaicry,” 

Brougham, the poor man's fricnrl/' 



Chap. 


CHRONICLE. 


ir>7 


‘‘ Brougham^ the friend of education,” 
and last and best of all, Preserve 
your loyalty, maintain your rights,” 
the inscription placed by the late Earl 
of Thanet on an obelisk which he 
erected in the centre of Appleby. 

Lord Lowther and his brother Co- 
lonel Lowther made their appearance 
amid loud cheers on the hustings. 
They word attended by Sir P. Mus- 
grave, M.P., W. Holmes, Eso. MiP. 
the Right Hon. J. Becket, M.P., Mr 
J. H. Lowther, M.P., Colonel WHson 
of Dallam Tower, Colonel Maude, and 
various other gentlemen of rank and 
fortune in the county. They took 
their station on the right, of the 
under-sheri^, Mr Briggs. Mr Brough- 
am advanced to the hustings, amid 
the cheers of his supporters ; his band 
was playing New brooms sweep 
clean.” He is attended by J. C. Cur- 
wen, Esq. M.P., the Hon. Mr Tiifton, 
M.P., James Brougham, Esq. M.P., 
Barham, Esq. M.P., Mr Whar- 
ton, the late member for Beverley, 
Sir J. Graham, M.P., Messrs Wy- 
bergh,? Wakefield, Crackenthorpe, 
Crompton, Shepherd, ahd others. A 
station was reserved for him on the left 
of the under-sherifF. 

Mr Cams Wilson, M.P. then ad- 
dressed the freeholders, and begged 
leave to nominate as one <5f their re- 
presentatives in the ensuing Parlia- 
ment, tlie Lord Viscount Lowther. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr E. Wilson, of Abbott-hall, se- 
conded the nomination of Lord Lom’^- 
ther. 

Colonel Wilson, of Dallam Tower, 
came forward amid a deafening out- 
cry, and proposed to them as their 
representative a gentleman who was 
already known to them, and who had 
twice had the honour pf being sent by 
them to the Commons House of Par- 
liament. — (Cries of No, not by us, 
but by his father.”) He proposed to 
them tlie Hon. Henry Cecil I^owther 
as a fit man to represent them ; and 


he made that (proposition, thinking 
that his gallant friend would have their 
summrt in the present contest. 

Colonel Maude seconded the nomi- 
nation of Colonel Lowther. 

MrWyberghthen came forward amid 
loud cheerings and cries of Brough- 
am for ever!” He was extremely 
sorry, he said, to be called on a third 
time to come forward in opposition to 
the two late sitting members, and to 
propose to the freeholders to elect his 
excellent friend Henry Brougham, as 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the 
county of Westmoreland — a measure, 
which was calculated to secure their 
independence for ever. 

Mr Crackenthorpe came forward 
with pride to second the nomination 
just made to them. 

Mr Brougham then came forward, 
amid the cheers of the blues and the 
outcries of the yellows : — The Colo- 
nel, in his present address, had told 
them, and had told them very tru- 
ly, that he (Mr Brougham) was al- 
ready {’cturned to Parliament, and had 
asked them, why, being there, he 
wanted to have anVf and what thing 
further. He would give the gallant 
Colonel an answer to his question. Fur 
himself he wanted nothing ; for it was 
not his interest that was at stake in 
the present contest ; he had nothing 
more to do with it than tlie humblest 
freeholder in Westmoreland (cheers). 
But as the Hon. Colonel wanted so 
much to know what more he would be 
at, he would tell him and the freehold- 
ers together, though the latter knew 
it already# that he wanted to see the 
county of Westmoreland free and inr 
dependent, (loud cheers). He wanted to 
sec an end put to the haughty and in- 
tolerable domination of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, by which, in Westmoreland 
alone, of all the English counties, one 
man, and he, too, a peer, a placeman, 
and a Lord-IJeutenant, named two of 
his family as its representatives, just 
as if l]ie (‘ountv were one of his < lose 



155 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, [Chap. X 


rotten boroughs (loud cheers.) He 
knew that they had the sense of ^the 
resident clergy against their cause 
(cheers) ; he knew that they had the 
sense of a much more powerful, though 
not more active body of persons, name- 
ly, the attorneys, against their cause ; 
be knew that they had the sense of 
the resident placemen and pensioners, 
unfortunately a very numerous body 
in Westmoreland, against their cau^, 
— he knew that they had against their 
cause, wandering up and down the 
county, those who were incapacitated 
by Act of Parliament from giving their 
votes at elections, — ^he knew that they 
had against their cause the collectors 
of stamps and of taxes, and other place- 
men and pensioners, who were run- 
ning up and down canvassing against 
them, though they were prohibited 
by law, under heavy penalties, from 
giving their votes against them. (Loud 
cheers, and cries of Shame.) The ho- 
nourable Colonel, however, who was 
proposed as a candidate, went further 
than the honourable Colonel who pro- 
posed him. He said that the majo- 
rity of the resident gentry was against 
their cause. He (Mr Brougham) 
did not think that it was so ; but at 
any rate, neither the honourable Co- 
louel, nor any one else, had ventu- 
red to say that the majority of re- 
sident freeholders was against their 
cause. Did they then mean to say, 
that the gentry alone were to decide 
the election, and that the freeholders 
were to have no voice in it ? Surely 
not. He (Mr Brougham) said, that 
the freeholders, the good honest gray- 
coats of Westmoreland, represented the 
sense of the county (cheers) ; and he 
repeated, that if they compared the 
list of resident freeholders on both 
sides, by the returns of 1820, and took 
out every non-resident vote, they would 
find there was a clear majority of forty 
on the side of the blues. (Cheers.) If 
their opponents doubted whether this 
majority was on their side at the last 


election, they would have no objection 
to try the experiment again at the 
present election. Let their opponents, 
then, make a bargain that no ifon-re- 
sident votes should be taken at pre- 
sent, and it would be soon seen in whose 
favour the result would be. (Cheers.) 
But that their opponents would do no 
such thing, he well knew^; for, from 
all the points of the compass, be they 
more or less remote, there were hurry- 
ing to Appleby, men^who had no con- 
nexion with the county, either by re- 
sidence or by property, except in the 
4>0s, freehold, which gave them a right 
to vote. (Cheers, and considerable 
disapprobation, mingled with cries of 
No Popery.'') He heatd from that 
quarter where an unanimous sense ap- 
peared in favour of tlreir opponents — 
he meant the quarter where the yel- 
low band was situated, a cry of No 
Popery." Those gentlemen appeared 
to have been well disciplined, for never 
did he see men cheer more cordially, 
or take off their hats more harmoni- 
ously, than those self-same musicians- 
( Laughter.) He heard from th^; band, 
he said, the cry of No Popery," and 
he had often before heard that base 
crj used by some who knew better, 
with a view of influencing others who 
knew no better. (Cheers.) He had 
never, however, heard of an election in 
which a candidate had ventured to 
come to the poll with that senseless, 
bigoted, hypocritical, and inflamma- 
tory cry blazoned on his banners. 
(Cries of " Never ; it's a great shame.") 
Who were they, he should like to know, 
who had got up this cry in their peace- 
ful county ? Those who called them- 
selves the friends and supporters of Mr 
Pitt — those who owed to him their 
titles, their honours, and their places ; 
and yet, that minister, if he had been 
alive, would have been the minister 
above all others against whom that 
cry must have been directed, he ha- 
ving resigned his office in consequence 
of the clamour \vhii*h was raised to pre- 
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vent him from giving* as he desired, 
equal rights and civil and religious li* 
berty, to millions of his fellow-subjects. 
(Loud cheers.)* Whom, he would ask, 
did the University of Oxford choose 
as its Chancellor ? A No Popery*' 
man? An enemy of the Catholic 
question ? No such thing ; but Lord 
Granville, who went out with Mr Pitt, 
when he cSuld not carry the whole 
question of Catholic emancipation, aftd 
who afterwards went out in 1 8O7 with 
Lord Grey, when*he could not suc<^d 
in carrying a part of it, and who had 
ever since been a steady and consist- 
ent friend to the same cause. (Cheers.) 
What better friend of Protestant as- 
.cendency could there be found than 
the University of Cambridge? And 
yet within these few days that learned 
University bad beat down the infa- 
mous yell of No Popery,'* and had 
returned Lord Palmerston to Parlia- 
ment on the avowed principle of his 
supporting the Catholic claims I Every- 
where, at every election, had that mo- 
notonous and dismal yell been defeat- 
ed and.put down ; and it had in con- 
sequence now sought refCige in West- 
moreland, where, thank God, they 
were going to give it another beating. 
(Loud cheers, and cries of We will.") 
No Popery — what did the howl mean, 
when yelled forth by those^ who now 
made use of iti^ — Did it mean any 
fear for the Established Church, or 
some apprehension of tlie poor old 
Pope being brought over to this coun- 
try ? No such thing ; it meant, no re- 
trenchment, — it meant, no attacks up- 
on jobs, and sinecures, and unnecessa- 
ry expenditure, — and above all, in 
Westmoreland, it meant, no independ- 
ence and no blues* And what did 
'the cry mean, that the church was 
in danger ? It meant ^hat place is 
in danger, roy pension in danger," 
and as applied by the Lord Lieute- 
nant of Westmoreland, it meant, my 
domination over this county is in 
danger; my power of naming its tno 


representatives and treating it like 
a rc\ften borough, (A voice — Like 
Winchelsea?") that is in danger, (Great 
cheering.) lie had now given them 
several instances of persons of unde- 
niable orthodoxy in church and state 
supporting this great question, and 
being assailed as they were by the base 
outcry of No Popery. He would now 
give them other and higher authority 
foi; it. He would give them the au- 
thority of the sovereign himself. The 
King had declared by a pnxrlamation, 
which he had published in Hanover, 
that no difference should be made be- 
tween man and man there in civil li- 
berties and in temporal rights, on ac- 
count of religious belief. (Great cheer- 
ing.) He should not be acting candid- 
ly by Mr Carus Wilson and his friends 
if he concealed from them, that if they 
had not work enough on their hands 
now, they should have work enough on 
their hands at some other day. He 
confidently expected that their exer- 
tions and their good cause would give 
them the victory on the present occa- 
sion ; but if they failed in this their 
third time of trial, let him remind 
them that the third time was not the 
last (cheers) ; and that again and again, 
so long as Westmoreland was West- 
moreland, the blue cause should l)e 
fought till it was made triumphant. 
(Loud cheers). But let them not make 
it necessary to bring the matter to a 
struggle a fourth time ; let them do it 
now, this good third time, which they 
all knew was considered lucky, and 
let them convince the world that, in 
spite of parsons, patronage, placemen, 
pensions, tax-gatherers, attorneys, and 
collectors — in spite of colliers, weavers, 
shipwrights, ropers, and carpenters — 
the honest gray-coats of Westmore- 
land— whether the Colonel called tliem 
gentry or not — were determined to op- 
pose his father, and to achieve the in- 
dependence of their county. (Great 
cheering). 

A show of hands was then taken by 
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the Under Sheriff in favour of the three 
candidates. The show was in favour 
of Mr Brougham, in the proportfon of 
at least six to one. The hands held up 
in favour of the two Lowthers w'ere 
nearly equal. The Under Sheriff de- 
clared that the show of hands was in 
favour of Colonel Lowther and Mr 
Brougham. Lord Lowther instantly 
demanded a poll. The Under Sheriff 
appointed it to commence at two 
o'clock. 

Eighth Day~Friday. 

Lord Lowther . . 1925 

Colonel Lowther . 1851 

Mr Brougham . . 1353 

Final Close of the Poll — Saturday. 
Lord Lowther . . 2697 

Colonel Lowther . 2024 

Mr Brougham . . 1378 

Majority in favour of Colonel Low- 
tlier, 646 

SOMKnSETSHIRE EJECTION. 

Ilchestek, Tuesday^ 29 ik — The 
High Sheriff, addressing himself to Mr 
Hunt, said he had a question to put to 
that gentleman. It was this — ^li^ether, 
from all that had passed, he thought he 
had any chance of success ? and he put 
it to him as a freeholder and a gentle- 
man, whether, if he thought he had no 
chance, he considered himself justified 
in putting the county to any further 
trouble and expensed {Hearn) Of 
his own trouble he thought nothing. 
It was not on that account he spoke, 
but for the sake of the freeholders of 
this extensive county. 

Mr Hunt — Mr High Sheriff, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, and Gentlemen of the 
Law, of whom I see a great number, 
perhaps it would become me to say that 
I have no right to answer that question. 

I certainly have no right to answer for 
the freeholders of the county. 1 can- 
not take upon me to trifle with their 
rights by closing the poll. If, Sir, 
you think that the majority of the 
freeholders have polled, and there is no 


use in keeping the poll open any lon- 
ger, it is at your option to put an end 
to the election ,* but it must depend 
entirely upon your disdretion.,^ What- 
ever lie your decision, I assure you 
that I shall bow to it. You have acted 
throughout in the most gentlemanly 
and impartial manner, and there is 
nothing I can do with propriety that 
1 will not do to prove my sense of 
such treatment. (Cheers.) Perhaps, if 
you find that my friends do not come 
ujp, you may exercise the right of clo- 
sing" at once, but I shall stay here 
as long as they come up, and do my 
duty to them. (Cries of Bravo !" 
and shouts of applause.) I have been 
attacked, most grossly .attacked, by 
the other candidates, and by certain 
individuals, who, when I stood on the 
first day in this court, drowned my 
words in clamour, and vented against 
me the most contemptuous and mena- 
cing language. You must all be aware 
that much took place on that day that 
might hare been spared ; ana yon. 
must also admit tliat I did not cast tbe 
first stone. I have said notjiing of 
cither of the gentlemen who are candi- 
dates with me that I have reason to 
regret, except that allusion to Mr 
Dickinson, for which I have already 
apologized ; and how have I been treat- 
ed by them ? Hare I not been insulted 
by them in the persons of my free- 
holders, whom they stigmatized as dis- 
honest men because they have voted 
for me } Have they not dishonoured 
their characters as legislators and ma- 
gistrates, by encouraging tbe violation 
of the laWs which they have made, and 
are bound to administer with justice ? 
(Loud cheers.) As to Sir Thomas 
Lethbridge, I charged him with a de- * 
reliction of his public duty in refusing . 
to support your petitions. I made no 
personal allusu^B to him until he at- 
tacked me ; and there are some insults 
which it is not in the nature of man to 
bear without retaliating. I retaliated. 
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(Cheers.) He said he Knew me when 
1 Avus ail honest man , he iec(»Jleele(l 
me wlien 1 wore a snio(;k-frock. (A 
laiifjfh.)* lie lias spoken of the qualifi- 
cations for a county member, and 
amongst them lie has mentioned that 
of high ])l()od. Now, suppose 1 asked 
wlio his grandfatlier Avas, and was ask- 
eil ill answo¥, whetlicr I had not heard 
of a foundling who Juid been found in 
a ditch, wrapped up in a pair of leatlier 
breeches, which gave him a name that 
Wius afterwards curtailed and imjinnfcd, 
and adopted by his successors ? (Loud 
laugliter.) With respect to Mr Dick- 
inson, I have done all I could do draw 
from him thc^substance of his threat to 
ine, but in vain. I shall say nothing 
of what I have heard of his private 
history, although 1 have it upon other 
than newspaper report. He did not 
treat me with similar delicacy in my 
absence. In the House of Commons 
he reviled and abused me while 1 was 
in that jail (])oiuting to the prison.) 
lie and his colleague denied the truth 
of everything I complained of. They 
abused and vilified me w luen I had not 
the power of answering them, having 
tlie double check upon me of confine- 
ment as to iny own person, and ])arlia- 
incntary privilege as to his. (Cheers.) 
My crime, I declare before# thp God 
wlio looks down ujion us, was no great- 
er than that which I am now commit- 
ting. It was just for making such a 
sjieech as you liave just lieard. My 
brother candidates cannot cx])ect to he 
forgotten. — Can I forget this trt'at- 
ineut ? No. I might forget it, if it 
merely regarded myself; but niy hmii- 
Jy — (Here the firniiiess of Mr Hunt's 
' voice for a moineut w as broken, and 
jnany in court w^erc atfected.) Tliey 
played with me as a cat would w itli a 
mouse. They put me^to my family 
and pulled me back, and put me again 
t(» them and pulleil me back. I’liree 
times did they iortuiv me and them. 
If ever 1 forget it, may I forget mv- 
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self i If my poor boys ever forget it, 
ma;^ tliey forget tlieir father ! (('heel - 
ing; a great many in Court wore in 
great agitation.) 1 have tlie clothes 
which 1 wore in my prison ; 1 wore 
tlicm on the day of nomination, and I 
shall wear them on all occasions that 
remind me of my degradation and suf- 
ferings. (Loud and continued cheer- 
ing.) If 1 tail now, I sliall see you 
ag?iin at the next election. 1 shall go 
home and look after my blacking 
(cheers), and jirejiare ti> meet my an- 
tagonists again. As long as that gaol 
stands there, sliall 1 visit this town, 
and renews in the breasts of my oppr(‘s- 
sors the recollection of tlui scenes that 
passed there. (Loud and long-conti- 
nued clieering.) Mr Hunt coucliuh <1 
by again expressing his acknowk'tlg- 
meots to the High Sheri tf. 

The Sherilf, aildressing Mr limit 
with the greatijst respect — a feeling in 
which every ]K‘rsoii in court (evcMi tln^ 
lawyers) partieijiated — said that tin* 
poll should open next day at the usual 
hour. 

At the final close of the poll, w hii'li 
lasted several days, the numh(*rs wen*, 
— Mr Dickin.son, 181Jji ; Sir T. Leth- 
bridge, 17 1.9; HonL 

N ORTIIUM n JE RL A N 1) L J . KC'J’ ION.— * 

This was one of the most (‘Xjien- 
sive and arduous contests almost ever 
known ; and was remarlvahle on ac- 
count of Lord Hovvick, w ho is a whig, 
joining interests with Mr Hell, a tory, 
and Mr Jh‘auinont a radica.!, joining 
interest with Mr Liddell, also a tory. 
At the close of the poll on the eleventh 
day, Saturday, tlie iiumlxirs were— 
Mr Liddell, 1458— Mr Hell, 1313— 
Mr Beaumont, 1201 — Lord Howick, 
952. ^ 

Affair of Honour, — On Satur- 
day last, a meeting tin A place hot ween 
Mr Lamhton, M.L. and Mr Beaumont^ 
one of tlie candidates for Northumher- 
land. I'he particulars of this aH’.iir \i<* 
give as they luue u^aclictl u , willmiil 
i 
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vouchiiig for their correctness. It ap- 
pears that at the close of the pdil on 
Friday, while Lord Howick was ad- 
dressing the electors, Mr Beaumont 
remarked, that he was prompted by 
Mr Lambton, who happened to be 
standing by his side. Mr Lambton 
denied the charge, which m as reitera- 
ted by Mr Beaumont in a manner ap- 
proaching the lie direct. Mr Lambton 
instantly left the hustings, followecTby 
Mr Beaumont ; but both these gentle- 
men were immediately taken into cus- 
tody, and bound over to keep the peace 
within the county. It was arranged, 
however, that the parties should meet 
in the county of Durham, and, accord- 
ingly, on Saturday morning they pro- 
ceeded, attended by their seconds, a 
few miles to the north of Belford, 
where, after an exchange of shots, 
without effect, the seconds interfered, 
and Mr Beaumont having ajiologized 
for his expressions, the parties left the 
ground. 

Surrey Election. — One of the 
former members, Mr Holme Sumner, 
after many days' hard struggling, was 
obliged to abandon the contest with 
Mr Palmer, a candidate stiirted by the 
independent interest ; and the other 
old member, Mr Dennison and Mr 
Palmer, were declared duly returned. 

Irish Elections.— The elections 
in Ireland proceed with great spirit. 
In Waterford, Lord G. Beresford is at 
the bottom of the poll ; Mr Dawson, 
the liberal candidate, is at the head of 
it in Louth ; Mr Brownlow, who, in 
spite of his connexions and his prepos- 
sessions, yielded to conviction in fa- 
vour of the equal rights of his Catho- 
lic countrymen, has been opposed in 
Armagh by a Colonel Verncr, but is 
considerably above his opponent. Both 
in Waterford and Louth the tenants 
arc said to be voting against their 
landlords, to an extent which leaves 
no doubt of the result. The voters 


made for election purposes arc turning 
against those who calculated on using 
them as passive tools. ^ 

Note , — For both the above counties 
the Catholic interest triumphed. 


JULY. 

f • 

Highland Society op Scotland. 

*3d. — Edinburgh.— This national 
and patriotic institution held their 
usual half yearly meeting, in pursuance 
of the^charter, on Monday last. His 
Grace the Duke of Gor4on, the vene- 
rable and much re8i)ected President of 
the Society, took the chair a little 
after one o'clock ; by ^^luch hour a 
very numerous meeting had assembled, 
including a great proportion of the 
members distinguished for rank, pro- 
perty, and influence, at present in 
Edinburgh. 

The Society then proceeded .to the 
election of new members, wjien the 
following gewtlcmcii, having been seve- 
rally balloted for, w ere duly admitted, 
viz.— 

Charles Ferguson, Esq. younger of 
Kilkcrran, advocate 
John Hecries Maxwell, Esq. of Mun- 
ches 

Peter Wcdderbiirn, Esq. of Newgrange 
Thomas Haggart, Esq. of Bantaskinc 
John Yates, Esq. of WoodviJle, De- 
vonshire, and of Shuna in the coun- 
ty of Argyle 

Kenneth Maepherson, Esq. Member of 
tJie Hon. jHouse of Assembly,^ Ja- 
maica 

Robert Clerk Rattray, Esep younger of 
Craighall Rattray, advocate 
William Robertson, Esq. younger of 
Kinlochmoidart, advocate 
Alexander Smollet, Esq. younger of 
Boiihill, advocate 
Angus Fletcher, Esq. of Duiians 
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ArcliilwW Campbell, Es<p of Gleiula- 
rucl, his Majesty's 42(1 Regiment, or 
Royal Highlamlers 
Robert *Grant, Ksq. of Kiiicorth, Mo- 
rayshire 

John Fletcher, Es(p of Bernice 
Alexander Chalmers, Es(p of Cluny 
and Knockorth 

Janies Welsh, Esq. of Earlshaugh, 
Dumfries-shire * • 

William Dudgeon, Esq. merchant, 
Leith # 

Alexander Scott, Estp of the Ifoii 
Foundry, Dumfries 
Robert Hoseason, Esq. of Mossbaiik, 
Shetland 

Robert Lyall, Es([. factor for Sir’James 
Carnegie of Southesk, Bart. 

George Watson, Esq. portrait painter, 
Eclinburgh 

John Beith, Esq. banker, Campbell 
town 

Dougald Sinclair, Esq. of Kilcamaig. 

The Secretary reported the proceed- 
ings of the Directors since tne aiini- 
versar}^ meeting in January, and (^li- 
ed the attention of tlie members to the 
premiums offered by them for encou- 
raging agriculture and internal im- 
provement in Scotland in the present 
year, from the liberal sum placed at 
their disposal by the Society. He re- 
capitulated the different classy and 
subdivisions of those premiums, by re- 
terence to the list on the table, print- 
ed for the use of the members, and for 
distribution in the country, and pub- 
lished in the different newspapers. 

Mr Small Keir, of Kinmonth, advert- 
ed particularly to the premiums offer- 
ed for encouraging the manufacture of 
strawplait, in imitation of the Leghorn 
bonnets and hats. The premiums 
were this year offered for specimens of 
the best manufacture, and to the actual 
workers ; but it had alsC been the in- 
tention of the Directors to offer en- 
couragement for raising in this coun- 
try the plant cultivatcid in Italy for 
plait ; but they were deficient in infor- 


mation as to the particular plant, and 
the hiode of treatment after the straw 
is cut. They had since taken ineasurcs 
to obtain this, and some information 
had already been received, througli the 
obliging medium of Lord Lyneiloch, 
while another member of the Society, 
who is just now travelling in Italy, 
had procured a quantity of the seed, 
With information as to the mode of 
cutture, and subsequent treatment of 
tlie straw. 

The Duke of Gordon said, he high- 
ly a]>provcd of these premiums, and 
observed, that probably some useful 
information would be obtained from 
Bedfordshire, where the manufacture 
of straw-plait is carried on to a great 
extent. His Grace also mentioned, 
with reference to the premiums for 
raising the Pinus Sylveslris from pro- 
per seed, that in his forest of Glen- 
more, in Lord Fife's at Mar Lodge?, 
and in some others in those ouarters, 
seed of excellent quality, aim in any 
quantity, from the natural grown pine, 
could readily be obtained ; altlioiigU 
they had been hitherto neglected, and 
the seed had been collected from plan- 
tations made in the low country. It 
was also communicated to the meet- 
ing, that Professor Keyser of Cliris- 
tiana had offered to procure for the 
Society a quantity of seed from Nor- 
way, and a small parcel for the mem- 
bers had been ordered acjcordingly. 

Mr Roljcrt Graham reported to the 
Society tlie proceedings of the Com- 
mittee apfiointed ibr arranging the 
General Show of Stock at Glasgow, 
and stated, that though this fii^st year 
must be considered in the shape of an 
experiment, as being entirely new at 
that place, still it was an experiment 
founded upon several years* suc(;essfnl 
experience? here, and one wliich was to 
be made tbere in consequence of being 
(tailed for by the country, and n()t pro- 
|K>sed before they were ready to rec(*i\t^ 
it,-— From the fart her proceedings ut 
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the Committee eince tlie last general 
meeting, they were more than oever 
convinced of the advantage of these 
exhibitions, in the more extended 
form ; and, according to the best infor- 
mation they could procure, the ensuing 
agricultural meeting at Glasgow would 
probably be one of the most interest- 
ing which has, yet been presented in 
Scotland. 

The Committee have been engaged 
in framing the necessary regulations 
for the show, in which they have been 
guided very much by the opinions of 
the noblemen and gentlemen connect- 
ed with that part of the country, who 
have entered zealously into the mea- 
sures likely to forward the views of the 
Society. By the same advice, the 27th 
of September has been fixed for the 
exhibition. 

Mr Fergusson of Woodhill, as De- 
puty Convener of the Committee on 
the Veterinary Lectures, expressed his 
sincere regret for the continued indis- 
position of Dr Barclay, in which sen- 
timent he was sure all wouhFpartici- 
})ate who knew the zealous endeavours 
of that gentleman, and the aid of his 
scientific skill, which were so readily 
given in promoting the establishment 
of these lectures, which were intimate- 
ly connected wdth comparative anato- 
my, a department of medical science 
in which the doctor ranks so high. — 
Mr Ferguson reported, in very favour- 
able terms, the^ success of the last 
course — the number of farriers who 
attended had been^ doubled from the 
year yueceding, and the abilities and 
aeal of Mr Dick, the lecturer, warrant- 
ed every opinion formerly expressed, 
and every encouragement hitherto be- 
stowed. He moved that the usual 
sum be allowed for those lectures in 
the session of 1826-7, which being se- 
conded by Sir Robert Keith Dick, 
Bart, was voted accordingly. 

Before sitting down, Mr Fergusson 
took occasion to notice a proposal of 


Mr Dick with respect to the establish- 
ment of an hospital in Edinburgh for 
injured or diseased animals, and of 
which he mentioned that Mr Dick in- 
tended soon to put a prospectus in cir- 
culation, requesting noblemen and gen- 
tlemen to give it their attention and 
support, should it meet with their ap- 
probation. • 

, The proceedings of the Committee 
on Macliinery were reported by Mr 
Graham Dalycll, Convener of that 
Committee. It appeared that since 
last general meeting, several ingenious 
articles had been submitted — among 
these the model of a Pile Engine or 
inachihe for driving piles, by Alexan- 
der Petrie, millwright at^ Orchardfield; 
Leith Walk. This model the Com- 
mittee, and particularly the members 
who were practical engineers, had 
thought very ingenious, and they had 
in consequence recommended a re- 
ward of IVenty Poundst — Two mo- 
dels of Reaping Machines had also 
been submitted, one by Mr John 
Kirkwood of Tranent, of which the 
East Lothian Agricultural 'Society 
had approved so much, as to have re- 
solved to have one made up|>n the 
operating scale, and to have trial made 
of it in the ensuing harvest. The 
other mo^el was by Mr Andrew Jack- 
son at Torphin, near West Calder. 
Farther, Mr James Watt, of Biggar, 
had submitted the model of a cart, on 
a new construction, in which he pro- 
poses to lower the centre of gravity, 
by adopting a bent axle, and to re- 
tard the descent down a declivity, 
when loaded, by a self-acting friction 
drag operating on the circumference 
of the wheel. In regard to. the last 
mentioned models, the Committee hac\ 
not yet had an opportunity of making 
any final repdrt. On the motion of 
Sir John Hay, Bart, seconded by Sir 
Henry Steuart, Bart, the rewm*d of 
L.20 to Alexander Petrie, for his Pile 
Engine, was confirmed. 
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Connected with the subject of mo- 
dels of machinery, Mr Russell, Con- 
vener cf the Committee for providing 
proper ©ccomnlodation for the Socie-; 
ty, mentioned that the apartments for 
models were now ready — that such 
models of machines and implements 
connected with agriculture as were in 
possession of the Society would be 
forthwith placed there, and additions 
made to the collecfion from time«to 
time, as opportunities offered, either 
by models presdhted for exhibition, 
by donations, or by those for wliich 
premiums were voted. Among those 
])rescnted since last meeting was a 
Hainault scythe, with handle and 
. hook complote, made by Mr Clialoner 
of the Bedburn iron works, near 
Bishop Auckland, Durham, wliich 
was considered a very perfect speci- 
men of this implement. 

Mr Linning of Colzium observed, 
that Admiral Sir David Milne had 
some time ago suggested to the So- 
ciety the practicability and advan- 
tage t)f applying steam navigation to 
the conveyance of cattle and sheep, a 
suggestion which was favourably re- 
ceived, but not followed up by any 
measure of encouragement on the 
part of the Society, as companies 
were soon afterwards proposed for a 
similar purpose. What pAigsess had 
yet been made he was not aware, but 
he had recently received a letter on 
the subject from a friend of his, an 
intelligent gentleman of Devonshire, 
Mr Yates of Woodville, who had been 
this day admitted a member of the 
Society, and who wished the attention 
of this meeting to be directed to the 
subject. Mr Yates has recently pur- 
chased the island of Shuna, in Argyle- 
shire, where he had last year no fewer 
than thirty acres of ^ good turnip as 
could be raised in England, on which 
he had fattened cattle and sheep fit 
for the market ; but he naturally 
complains of the hardship which must 


be felt by all proprietors of Highland 
estates, of not being able to convey 
stoc^ expeditiously, and without inju- 
ry, to market, after it is rendered fit 
for the butcher. He suggests the pro- 
priety of doing so by means of steam 
vessels, and states his readiness to 
subscribe liberally to any company 
that might be formed for the purpose. 
Mr Linning, after having read Mr 
Yates's letter, moved that the Society 
remit to the Directors to consider of 
offering a premium for the best con- 
structed vessel for the purpose ia 
question ; Mr Downie of Appin se- 
conded the mofSon, and a remit was 
made to the Directors accordingly. 

Mr Thomas Thomson, from the 
Committee on the (Jaelic Dictionary, 
after expressing his regret on account 
of the absence of Mr Mackenzie, 
chairman of the Committee, from in- 
disposition, stated to the meeting, 
that this work, which had engaged so 
much attention, was in a state of great 
forwardness. lie said the Society had 
been fortunate in the selection of 
the ifeverend Mr Mackay to attend 
to its final revision and superinten- 
dence at press ; the printing was far 
advanced ; and he laid on the table 
the first volume, containing the Gae- 
lic-English portion, from the letters 
A. to R, inclusive, as printed at the 
University Press ; but the Commit- 
tee having determined not to publish 
a part until the whole was completed 
on the same systematic and compre- 
hensive plan, this part would not be 
given to the public until the other 
volume was also ready for delivery. 

The Rev. Dr John Campbell, Se- 
cretary of the Society for Propaga- 
ting Christian Knowledge, laid on the 
table as a present from that venerable 
institution, copies of the quarto Bi- 
ble, and octavo New Testament and 
Psalter in (xaelic. — After a report of 
the General Assembly of the church 
upon this translation, with their de- 
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liverance, hail been read. Lord Mac- 
donald rose to express his sense of 
the obligations conferred upon^the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
and all connected with them, by the 
work which had just been presented ; 
and on his Lordship’s motion, the 
thanks of the Society were voted to 
the Society for Propagating Chris- 
tian Knowledge, for the communi- 
cation now made. On the motion 
of Sir Henry Jardine, the volunffts 
w ere ordered to be placed in the So- 
ciety’s Library. 

Mr Innes of Stow, Treasurer of 
the Society, called %lie attention of 
the meeting to a pamphlet now on 
the table, entitled Moral Statistics 
of the llighlaruls and Islands of Scot- 
land, compiled from Returns recei- 
ved by the Inverness Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the High- 
lands.” — lie had no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing this a most interesting do« 
cument, and the statistical details in 
it were founded upon most minute 
and authentic investigations. It was 
therefore, with much regret that he 
felt constrained to report, on the 
part of the Directors, that the Socie- 
ty was not authorized by its charter 
and precedents to vote any portion 
of its own funds in aid of the praise- 
worthy objects suggested in the re- 
port. Mr Innes moved that the re- 
port should lie on the table, and a 
suitable answer be made to Mr Stew- 
art Mackenzie of Seaforth, who had 
transmitted the report on behalf of 
the Society at Inverness; which were 
ordered accordingly. 

Mr Linning, Secretary to the In- 
corporated Association of Contribu- 
tors to the national Monument of 
Scotland, stated, that it was with the 
highest satisfaction that he had it 
now in his power to communicate 
that the national monument was ac- 
tually commenced. I'hus begun, the 
public spirit and patriotism of the 


country would not permit this under- 
taking to remain unfinished, which, 
when completed, would remain a 
lasting monument of" the glory of 
the country. 

The Secretary was authorized to 
convey the thanks of the Society to 
various institutions and individuals, 
for books presented for the library 
since last meeting ; and* tlie other 
or/linary business having been dis- 
posed of, on a motion of Lord Mac- 
donald, seconded by Sir John 1 1 ay, 
the thanks of the meeting were 
voted, amidst great applause, to the 
Duke of Gordon, President of the 
Society, not only for his conduct in 
the chair, and great atte/ition to the 
business of the day, but also for the 
interest which his Grace always takes 
in the prosperity of the institution, 
and in promoting its views and in- 
terests on every favourable occasion* 
The noble Duke expressed his ae» 
knowledgments in very appropriate 
terms, and the meeting adjourned. 

3d. — London, — Diiuiiy-Lank 
Theatre. — Monday, the annual 
meeting of the proprietors of Drury- 
Laue Theatre was lu‘ld in the Saloon, 
to receive the report of tlie snb-com- 
inittee. It was announced that Mr 
Bivsh had become lessee of the theatre for 
fourteen years, at a rent of L.l 1,250. 
Mr CaJeraft stated, in tlie course of the 
meeting, tliat tlie wliole debt due by 
Mr Elliston to the theatre was L.5700, 
of wliich L.3000 was actual loss du- 
ring the last seasr)n. Mr Elliston, 
wlio was present, addressed the pro- 
prietors, and expressed his intention 
of visiting America, for whicli lie had 
received a most liberal offer. He de- 
clared that he felt no anxiety respect- 
ing himself, but he M^as desirous that 
his son, who had expended a part of 
his private fortune on the tlieatre, and 
above all, that his creditors, wlio were 
deprived, by liis ceasing to he lessee, 
of all prosjieet of being paid in full, 



Chap. 


CHRONICLE. 


Id? 


should receive the consideration of tlie 
proprietors. Mr Price, the American 
iriaiiager, is to liave the general dire(!- 
tioii of the theatre, under the new 
lessee. Mr Wallack will continue stage-, 
manager. 

Melancholy Event on Mal- 
vern Hill. — A party of friends, 
among wljom were the eldest son and 
three daug^jters of Joseph Hill, Esq. 
of Lindridge on the borders of Glouces- 
tershire, and several other young la- 
dies, who were on a visit to them, had 
agreed to form a gipsy party, to per- 
ambulate the iKiautifiil range of Mal- 
vern hills, which commence about two 
miles from Mr Hill's residence, and 
extend beyond Great Malvern, in 
' Worcestersbtre. They were accompa- 
nied by a servant man, with a light 
cart, furnished with provisions, &c. 
for their use during their anticipated 
agreeable excursion. About three 
o’clock afternoon, they bad 

reacJietl tli'e Worcestershire bcacoii, on 
whicli is a building erected by Lady 
llarcourt, intended for tlie use of per- 
sons 'walking on the bills, and to 
slieltef them from the “ pitiless pelt- 
ing storm." But, alas ! it was no pro- 
tection to them. The air looked tem- 
pestuous, a storlb came on suddenly, 
the young ladies were very much 
alarmed at the vivid Hashes of light- 
ning which so rapidly succteded each 
other, and roaring peals of thunder, 
which seemed to shake the foundation 
of the rocks on which they stood. The 
building is of stone, and the roof co- 
vered with iron ; there was a stone 
table in the middle of the room, and 
seats on each side, with a window op- 
posite the door-way ; the party w^re 
inside it. Miss Eliza Hill, her sister 
Johanna, and Miss Woodward, from 
Hereford, were seated at the table, 
the others walking about. Miss Mar- 
garet Hill, a young lady about 1 5 years 
of ago, being iiiucb alarmed, was look- 
ing out. of tlie door-way to see if the 


storm liad passed, when she obsen ed 
the electric fluid (which no doubt was 
attn^cted by the iron roof) ap[)earing 
as a mass of lire rolling along the hill, 
and approaching their retreat ; she at- 
tempted to run out, but was instantly 
thrown with violence to the ground ; 
her shoes, and part of her dress, much 
burnt ; her brother, who was near, 
suffered much the same. The electric 
fluid entered at the door, sliivered the 
stqpc table to atoms, and many large 
stones in the wall, and passed through 
the window, removing the window 
frame and stone work about it. Two 
of the unfortunate young ladies. Miss 
Eliza Hill and Miss Woodward, were 
instantly struck dead. Miss Johanna 
appeared in the same state ; medical 
aid being procured, and some signs of 
life appearing, she was bled, and re- 
moven to the Unicorn inn, at Malvern. 
She has not spoken siiH*e, and the me- 
dical gentlemen think there is but 
little chance of her recovery. I'be 
three were all burnt on the face, neck, 
and breast, the hair burnt otf one side 
of the ]?ead, and part of their clothes 
destroyed. The dead bodies were re- 
moved to a bouse at St Anne’s Well, 
where a coroner’s inquest was expect- 
ed to be held. All the other ladies 
were in a slight degree injured by the 
electric fluid, and arc much distressed 
in mind, and keep their beds. 

5tb. — Dreauful and Destruc* 
TivE Fires at Liverpool. — On 
Wednesday, shortly before mi(lnight> 
fire was observed to issue from the exten- 
sive warehouse of Messrs Aspinall and 
Knowles, sail-makers, Salthouse dock, 
corner of Orford street, and which ad- 
joined other warehouses, all of them 
containing much valuable property. 
Offices and rooms in the premises 
were occupied by Mr C. Morall, Mr 
Gillies, and by Mr iiyloy, sail-maker. 
The fire-bells in the different stations 
were rung, and in a short time the 
adjacent ground was covered by u 
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liir^c assemblage. Several engines ar- 
rived ; but the devouring element, fed 
by masses of combustible inatterj^soon 
ilefied all exertions to arrest its pro- 
gress in the warehouse where it com- 
menced. It found its way to the ad- 
joining warehouses of Messrs Rankin 
and Co. ship-chandlers, Orford street, 
and the warehouse alsoadjoining, front- 
ing Salthmisedock ; and about the same 
time, the intensity of the flames ig- 
nited the large warehouse at the op- 
posite corner of Orford street, belong* 
ing to Mr Gibbon, the window frames 
ami shutters in the upper stories first 
taking fire. Well founded alarm was 
now excited for the safety of the whole 
range of warehouses on the south side of 
Orford street, and even for those of Mr 
Molyneux on the north side, though it 
is somewhat isolated. Great exertions 
were made to save the property in all 
of them by removing it. Soon after 
one, the four warehouses named blazed 
witli incont reliable fury, the noise 
and draft of the flames being occasion- 
ally drowned by the more terrific and 
frequent crashing in of the roQfs, and 
floors, and masses of wall. The upper 
warehouse on the south side of Orford 
street, which alone remained of that 
range, belonging, as well as ^e ad- 
joining one, to Mr Leigh, and occu- 
pied chiefly with bonded and free 
<H)rn, withstood the heat for some 
time; but it at length lighted at the 
m>f, and its height, like that of the 
others, precluded all operation of the 
engines, even had they had a plentiful 
supply of water. A little before two, 
the conflagration, issuing simulta- 
neously from the five extensive ware- 
houses, was truly sublime. Volumifes of 
flames frequently overtopped the ruin- 
ed walls to a gigantic height, illumin- 
ing'the atmosphere far and wide, and 
impressing a bright and lurid tinge 
upon every high object in the town, 
;ukI large flakes of cotton, and other 
light substances, were projected into 


the air in a burning state, and were 
borne oyer the town to the endanger- 
ing of the shipping and buildings. 
Serious apprehensions were now en- 
tertained for the safety of ?be tw o 
large warehouses of Mr C. Fletcher, 
which were separated from the back 
of the burning range by a narrow 
passage, called Flixton Lane, and the 
sequel showed that tbe^ ap))rebeii- 
sions were not ^unfounded. On the 
falling of some of the back walls of 
Mr Leigh's, the flqpies burst out in 
this lane, rendering it impassable; 
and in less than .an hour the window 
shutters of Mr Fletcher's warehouse 
caught fire ; and in a short time, such 
was tire combustible nature of some of 
the contents (turpentin^and oil) that 
the conflagration became more awful 
than in any of the other buildings. It 
spread Mith great rapidity through 
the premises as far as Campbell street, 
and the whole soon presented one 
mass of vivid flame, simultaneously 
bursting from every window, and, as 
it were, enveloping the walls in sheet 
of burning gas. A smaller M arebouse 
adjoining, feeing the same lane, was 
also burnt, and it was only by the 
greatest exertions that the whole 
range fronting Dukefs place, as fiir as 
Campbell street, was saved from the 
devouring element. Tlie intense heat 
thrown' out from Mr Fletcher's ware- 
houses was such as to cause the speedy 
retreat of the assembled multitude to 
the far side of Orford street, and the 
blaze continued, with great intensity, 
until a large portion of the building 
fell. Meantime, the otiier warehouses 
<M)ntinued to contribute to the genom 
ral blaze, and portions of the walls 
occasionally fell in with a crash. From 
the second windows of Mr Leigh's 
upper warehouse, the partly burnt 
corn, on the failing in of the upper 
floors, rushed into the street in a 
stream; and in Flixton Lane, the 
burnt corn whiidi had run from the 
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^viiidows of Fletcher’s, formed a lieap 
of 12 or 1 5 feet in height. As the lire 
ill the latter began to abate, it coin- 
iinini(’ate(l with* the roof of the next 
warehouse, a low building, belonging 
to Mr Holt, which was broken in by 
falling brick ; and also in a similar 
manner to the warehouse below, to 
the west ; but happily the progress of 
the dames \ias here arrested, though 
not till much damago was done. Du- 
ring the height of the blaze, the top 
])art of the warehouse of Mr Har- 
bord, jun. Campbell street, oppoifltc 
Fletcher’s, caught fire, but was by 
the great and well-timed exertions of 
Mr Harbord, sen. Comptrolling Sur- 
veyor of Cus^ms, extiiiguishe(f. By 
Four o’clock, the burning had so far 
subsided, that little appreliension of 
farther damage was entertained. We 
have heard various estimates of the 
loss of property on this deplorable oc- 
casion, the bulk of which was in cot- 
ton, corn, ship-stores, and the build- 
ings ; but all these arc vague and un- 
certain. It is, however, pretty gene- 
rally rated at about L.100,000. The 
origin of the fire is not preci^ly ascer- 
tained, but it is said to have arisen 
from some cotton ignited by a man 
carelessly smoking a pipe while work- 
ing among cotton, as in the late fire 
at Mr Thomas IJootli’s Tviarcdiouse, 
Wapping. 

6th. — Edinburgh. — Edinburgh 
Bible Society.— The annual meet- 
ing of this society was held in the As- 
sembly Rooms, and long before the 
appointed hour (one o’clock), every 
seat was occupied, as was also the mu- 
1 ^ gallery. On the motion of Mr Geo, 
lloss, the Rev, Dr Davidson was call- 
ed to the chair. 

- Dr Thomson read the report of the 
committee, which contained much in- 
teresting information, the most impor- 
tant portion of which related to the ex- 
[>oHition respecting the conduct of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, which 


had for seveml years been applying its 
funds, to which the Edinburgh Bible 
Society had contributed largely, in 
circulating tbe Apocrypha along with 
the sacred Scriptures, and still sanctions 
the practice by its connexion with fo.. 
reign Aocjeties. The report I'ecommentis 
the withholding tlieir contributions to 
the London committee while they con- 
tinue in their error, as compromise was 
out of the question. It acknowledges 
its Obligations to the auxiliary societies, 
which had not only contributed their 
money, hut expressed their approba- 
tion of the conduct of the Edinburgh 
committee in opposing the substitution 
of the fancies of lying prophets in the 
place of divine rcivelation. The report 
remarks, that in Denmark and Swe- 
den tbe opposition was not consider- 
ed insurmountable; but, even should 
they fail there, they had abundant 
fields open for their labours in Ireland, 
North and South America, and in In- 
diu. The amount of their funds was 
less tills year than last, but that was 
account^ for by a falling oif in lega- 
cies. 

Mr R. Paul went over all tbe sub- 
jects embraced in the report, at con- 
siderable length, and expressed his 
strong disapprobation of the conduct of 
the London committee, who had con- 
tributed to the multiplying* the circu- 
lation of the Apocrypha, by the foreign 
societies being furnished by them with 
Bibles, by the sale of which they ob- 
tained the means of circulating more of 
the spurious kind. In conclusion, Mr 
Paul moved that the report be approved 
of, printed, and circulated among the 
members. (Great applause.) 

Dr Buchanan seconded the motion. 

Mr Campbell of Carbrook wished 
to know whether actual separation from 
the British and Foreign Society was in- 
tended, or only a mei*e suspension of 
contributions. It was his opinion they 
ought to he slow in separating. He 
took a different view of the conduct of 
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the London committee than that ex- 
ressed in the report, and supported 
is position with occasional strokes of 
humour, which excited the risibility of 
the meeting. He condemned the pro- 
posed dismissal of the London commit- 
tee, although he thought some of the 
gentlemen composing it ought to re- 
sign. The question of the circulation 
of the Apocrypha, he contended was at 
rest ; it had ceased, and was to cease. 
After going over a number of oliier 
topics, he hinted, that, in the event of 
actual sepai-ation, another society would 
ho proposed. (Disapprobation). And 
concluded, by moving, as an amend- 
ment, that the report should not be 
printed. 

Captain Wauchope, R.N. seconded 
the amendment. 

Dr Thomson, at great length, and 
with his accustomed animation and 
poignant wit, replied to all the state- 
ments of Mr Campbell, supporting his 
denial of them by counter statements 
highly to the satisfaction of the meet- 
ing, and exposing the conduct of some 
leading members of the societies abroad, 
wliich fully made out grounds for de- 
clining all connexion with the London 
committee for the present. The Rev. 
Doctor expressed his belief that if he 
were to poll every man in Scotland, 
however indifferent to the subject some 
might be, they would all be of his 
opinion. In conclusion, he alluded in 
strong terms to the practice that had 
prevailed of sending the penny and 
halfpenny contributions of the poor la- 
bourer abroad, for 4;he purpose of cir- 
culating the Apocryphal writings there, 
thus undoing all tlie Reformation had 
done, and retuniing again to the regions 
of darkness. (Long applause followed 
Dr Thomson's speech.) 

[During Doctor Thomson's speedi, 
Dr Davidson was under the necessity 
of leaving the meeting, and, on the 
motion of Dr Dickson, Mr Qeorge 
Ross was called to the chair.] 


The chairman rose and said, that, 
notwithstanding the unanimous appro- 
bation whicli Jiad been expressed, yet, 
for form's sake, he should now put the 
question, to afford the meeting' another 
opportunity of expressing its approba- 
tion of the report. (This was testified 
by very gi‘eat applause.) 

Mr R. Haldane then addressed the 
meeting, and in the course^of his speech 
ajluded to what had fallen from Mr 
Campbell, that the London committee 
would be degraded eif they made ac- 
knowledgment of their error ; he (Mr 
H.) maintained, until that was done, it 
was impossible to act in any other way 
than the meeting had now done. 

- Dr "Jamieson next addressed the 
meeting, and was followed by Dr Gor- 
don, at considerable length, who, after 
eulogizing the conduct of the Auxiliary 
Societies, moved that the meeting, 
deeply impressed with the zeal and at- 
tachment they hadsho wn, should give its 
thanks to them, trusting they would 
continue their exertions; which was 
agi-eed to. 

Mr M. Brown, advocate, moved the 
thanks tlks meeting to the office- 
bearers. 

The chairman stated, that in conse- 
quence of the resignation of Mr Grey, 
Dr Thomson had acted as secretary, 
and hpw«ably he had performed the 
duties of that situation, it was unne- 
cessary for him to dwell upon ; he 
should, therefore, conclude by moving, 
that that gentleman requested to 
undertake the office permanently. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The chairman next read a letter: 
from Dr Peddie, resigning the office ^ 
secretaiy, and moved that the Rev. 
Mr Paxton be appointed in his room. 
Agreed to. 

Mr Hepbume of Clerldngton, after 
expressing the^obligations of the meet- 
ing to Dr Davidson for his conduct 
before leaving the chair, moved tim 
thanks of the meeting to tlie ciiainnan. 
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which was unanimously agreed to. Mr 
Hobs returned tliauks, and the meet- 
ing broke up. 

it is a,fact periiaps unprecedented, 
that at present Loch Tay discharges 
no water by the bed of the river 1'ay. 
It is not remembered by the oldest 
inhabitant in that quarter, that they 
have at any prior period seen a less 
body of waiter than three feet deep 
issuing from the loch* by the Tay, ia 
any season — thus the evaporation 
from theloch has ettceeded in this, any 
known season, by about 180,I24*,560 
cubic feet. 

Drury Lane Theatre. — Mr 
Bish has declined becoming the ]es« 
see of this thqgtre, in consequence of 
the most extraordinary binding clau- 
ses which the lease contains ; not a 
stick or a pin can be taken away, 
though the lessee may expend 
L.50,000 on the premises* 

11th.— L ondon.-Mansion House. 
—On Tuesday, a female, very shab- 
bily dressed, but evidently accustom- 
ed to better society than that in which 
slie appeared in the Justice- room, for 
slie respectfully stood atnongst the 
numerous petitioners to the Lord 
Mayor, presented herself to his Lord- 
ship, after he had concluded the bu- 
siness of the day, and mentioned that 
she stood in need o& his advice, as 
she was, notwithstanding her un- 
doubted claim to something like an 
independence, actually in want of the 
common necessaries of life. Her 
husband, with whom she candidly 
acknowledged she lived before he 
married her, had been not only a 
member of the House of Lords, but 
one of the most distinguished men of 
his day for (Clients and public spirit* 
•She was the widow of the celebrated 
Lord Erskine. The Lqrd Mayor re- 
quested that the unfortunate lady 
would walk into another room, when 
a conversation took place betwixt 
them upon the subject (>f her distress ; 


and his Lordship, after having given 
her immediate pecuniary relief, of 
which it was evident she stood in 
need, for she appeared to be actually 
faint with hunger, assured her that 
he would without delay exert him- 
self to procure an inquiry into the 
circumstances of which she com- 
plaint, but complained witliout at- 
taching the slightest blame to any in- 
dividual. As far as we were able to 
collect, from what was spoken in a 
low timid tone of voice, the following 
is the substance of the statement of 
the widow of the eloquent Erskine :* 
— Lord Erskine had, soon after he 
lost bis first wife, become intimate 
with the petitioner, who consented 
to reside with him, and became the 
mother of three children. His Lord- 
ship, who had commenced his ac- 
quaintance under a promise of mar- 
riage, performed that promise some 
years afterwards in Scotland, where, 
by the laws of that country, his chil- 
dren became legitimate. They lived 
very happily together, but his Lord- 
ship’s death completely destroyed her 
chance of independence, although she 
had^been assured some tinie after- 
wards that his Majesty would settle 
a pension on her, in consequence of 
the sudden and lamentable reduction 
in her circumstances. The trustees 
appointed upon the occasion were, 
she understood. Lords Rosslyn and 
Duncannon, but she had never re- 
ceived any benefit, pecuniary or 
otherwise, on account of the pen- 
sion ; and she believed the reason of 
the rejection was, that she refused to 
part with her youngest child. The 
other two children were provided for, 
and separated from her, and she 
therefore resolved to undergo any 
privation rather than be separated 
from the third. TheLord Mayorasked 
her whether the rest of his Lordship’s 
family were aware of her distress ? 
She replied that they were ; but that, 
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with every inclination to assist her, 
they really appeared to her not to 
have the means. How then do you 
contrive to support yourself now.^" 
asked his Lordship. The unfortu- 
nate lady said, slie endeavoured to 
keep life within her by needle-work, 
which was supplied to her verjyscan- 
tily. Her great object being to ob- 
tain a decent livelihood for the child 
that remained with her, she thought 
nothing of any difficulties she might 
encounter herself, or of any priva- 
tions which she might be exposed to, 
in performing her duty. The wi- 
dow, with tears in her eyes, expressed 
her gratitude to the Lord Mayor, 
upon receiving his solemn assurance 
that he would cause inquiry to be 
made of the solicitor and gentlemen 
who were best acquainted with the 
affairs of her late husband. The con- 
duct of the poor woman was unob- 
trusive in the extreme. 

From the Times. 

We have received the following 
letter on the subject of this ynhappy 
person, and publish it’ verbatim : — 

- Sir, — Noticing in the Mansion 
House occurrences, Lady Erskine's 
statement to the Lord Mayor, I am 
particularly sorry the widow of so 
great and illustrious a statesman 
should be reduced to apparent dis- 
tress and public appeal. In revert- 
ing to those occurrences, and in re- 
ply to the Lord Mayor's kind inqui- 
ries, believing his Lordship to be ever 
ready to assist the deservedly desti- 
tute and distressed, I beg leave to 
observe, I understand there are four 
children — two sons abroad, one in 
the army, the other in the navy ; one 
daughter under the protection of an 
amiable lady ; the youngest son ap- 
pears about ten years old.— Observ- 
ing this. Lady Erskine affirming never 
receiving any benefit, or least pecu- 
niary aid, from the Earl of Rosslyn 


and Lord Viscount Duncannon, as 
trust for his Majesty's bounty, grant- 
ed in respect to the late Lord Er- 
skine's family, these hoblempn have 
to my knowledge, for some time paid 
to Lady Erskine, through the medi- 
um of myself and others previously to 
my collecting, prior and since the 6th 
May, allowed her 168. per week, pay- 
able through my hands.^ The pay- 
ments were a little in arrear to me, 
owing to a little advance, it being 
discontinued for a few weeks, by the 
Earl of Rosslyn's consistent view to 
only bring her to a parent's sense or 
inducement to have the youngest son 
educi^ted suitable to his birth and sta- 
tion, and for which purpose his Ma-* 
jesty was pleased to grant L.50 per 
annum ; and Earl Rosslyn generously 
offered to contribute any addition ne- 
cessary himself ; and when initiated 
in his first rudiments, afterwards to 
procure his admission in Charterhouse 
school. Earl Rosslyn, Viscount Dun- 
cannon, myself, and others, have en- 
deavoured, in vain, to prevail on her 
for this child's education, which, I 
regret to relate, she obstinately per- 
sists shall not be, appearing more de- 
sirous to keep him in beggary and 
disgrace, determinedly persisting in* 
keeping him from school. Earl Ross- 
lyn, with’ the urbanity of agentleman, 
has always permitted me free access, 
as her friend, on her business ; offer- 
ed his personal services, and that 
his solicitor, at his cost, should as- 
sist her to procure, if possible, the 
legacy of L.300 per annum, left her 
by her late lord, and requesting |p 
be favoured with any written stat^ 
ment ; but this, Lady Erskine insult- 
ingly and peremptorily refused, and 
persisted should not be done. Lad}^* 
JErskine occasionally and frequently 
called at my residence, received every 
due commiseration, civility, and 
comfort, the house and family afford- 
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ed. I have taken much pains to as- 
sist !ier> but she does not adhere to the 
truth, and, I aip sorry to remark, is 
ungrateful to disinterested friends^ 
and much misrepresents facts. 

** Sir, your early compliance and 
insertion of these truths, which can 
be by several particularly verified, in 
answer to ]^ady Erskine's applica- 
tion, and satisfaction tp the public, will 
oblige me. I remain. Sir, your siif- 
cere and most obedient servant, 

Samuel Chamberlin« 

Great Newport Street, Long Acre, July 12.” 

His Majesty’s grant was L.300 for 
lierself and L.200 for the family, un- 
der very particular injunctions to 
this trust.” 

On Thursday, at the Mansion 
House, Mr Chamberlin waited on the 
Lord Mayor to make explanations 
of the above case. It appears that 
no pension was settled on her lady- 
ship and family ; but that L.300 was 
granted by his Majesty to Lord Ross* 
lyn and Lord Duncannon, in trust 
for her/ and L.200 to applied oc- 
casionally to the use of her family. 
Mr Chamberlin bore testimony to the 
correctness of her ladyship^s con- 
duct, which had been misrepresented 
by one of her female friends," to 
Lord Rosslyn, whose mind had been 
consequently soured against her. Her 
allowance had been reduced from 16s. 
to 12s. per week, because she would 
not gUre up her youngest child, who 
came, in tatters, to Mr Chamberlin, 
on Saturday, and received the last 

which had been put into Mr C.*s 
hands for his mother’s use. 

The Lord Mayor ordered that a 
, messenger should be dispatched to 
Lady Erskine, to inform her that he 
had received some^ subscriptions for 
her benefit. It was observed by his 
Lordship, that the degraded condi- 
tion to which the lady of the late 
Lord Chancellor of England was re- 
duced, might be judged of from the 


fact, that she was first introduced to 
his notice by a chimney-sweep ! 

Dreadful Accident Cowes^ 

July 13.-^A dreadful accident hap. 
pened yesterday afternoon at five 
o’clock. Forty-five casks, containing 
gunpowder, and many of them baU 
cartridges, wxre removing from Al- 
bany barracks on a truck to Dodnor- 
hard, for the purpose of being ship- 
ped on board the Pitt ordnance ves- 
sel, of and for Portsmouth; an ex- 
plosion took place, supposed to have 
proceeded from one of the horses’ 
shoes striking fire on some loose pow- 
der which fell on the ground, owing 
to the casks not being properly coo- 
pered, and killed George M undell, 
(who has left a wife, expecting daily 
her confinement, ) owner of the truck, 
and James Purvis, one of the crew of 
the Pitt, who has also left a wife in 
a state of pregnancy, and five young 
children. The drayman and two sol- 
diers are now lying in the Hospital 
in a very dangerous state. Both 
horses were killed ; part of the thill 
horse was actually blown across the 
Medina river, leading from Cdfcves 
to Newport. The beautiful mansion 
of Dickens Buknell, Esq. ofDodnor, 
was almost blown to atoms ; the doors 
and windows were blown out, and 
all the ceilings and the roof of the 
house destroyed ; the family were at 
dinner, and all werd slightly injured, 
but we are happy to say none serious- 
ly. Other houses at Dodnor were in- 
jured, and some boats which were ly- 
ing in the river M^ere pierced with 
balls. This shock was beard at Cowes, 
Rydd! Shanklin, and other parts of 
the island. The Coroner’s inquest sat 
this morning on the dead bodies, and 
returned the following verdict: — 
** Accidental death, owing to the 
ammunition being conveyed on an 
improper truck.” 

W. Davidson, fcsq. of Shaftesbury 
Ho use » London, lately deceased, has, 
out of his ample fortune, bequeathed 
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LJOO, four per cent, stock, as the 
foundation of a bursary in King's 
College, Old Aberdeen, to students 
of the name of Davidson or Knowles, 
Sim, Ramsay, Simpson, Leslie, Thom, 
Forbes, Gerard, or Gordon ; and also 
L.600 of the same stock, as the found- 
ation of two bursaries in Marischal 
College, Aberdeen, to students of the 
same names, with addition of those of 
Cooper or Collie. •> 

Election op Scots Peers. 

Edinburgh, 13th. — This day, the 
el ection of sixteen Peers, to represent 
the Scottish Nobility in the ensuing 
session of Parliament, took place at 
Holyroodhouse. Their Lordships 
■were attended by Hector Macdonald 
Buchanan, Esq., and Colin Macken- 
zie, Esq., two of the Principal Clerks 
of Session, in virtue of a commission 
from the Lord Clerk Register of Scot- 
land ; by the Rev. Dr Grant of St 
Andrew's Church, one of the Deans 
of the Chapel Royal, and the Rev. 
Principal Macfarlan of Glasgow, one 
of his Majesty’s Chaplains for Scot- 
laiM, and by other official gentlemen. 
The Lord Provost and Magistrates 
were also present. The business was 
opened by an excellent prayer from 
Principal MacfarlaOv after which the 
Union Roll of the Scots Parliament 
was called over by one of the clerks, 
when there appeared-— 

PRESENT. 

Duke of Gordon, Earl of Glasgow, 
Marquis of Queens- Earl of Hooetoun, 
berry, 'ViscountArbuthnot, 

Marquis of Tweed- Viscount Strathal- 
dafe, Ian, * 

Earl of Errol, Lord Forbes, 

Earl of Home, Lord Sinclair, 

Earl of Kellie, Lord Colville of Cul- 
Earl of Lauderdale, rose, 

Earl of Kinnoul, Lord Reay. 

Earl of Elgin and Lord Elibank, 
Kincardine, ^ord Belhaven and 
Earl of Leven and Stenton, 

Melville, Lord Hollo, 

Earl of Northosk, Lord lluthvcn, 

Earl of Rosebery, Lord Naiiue. (2o) 


The following Noblemen voted by 
proxies ; — 

Duke of Hamilton by Lord Belhaven, 
Duke of Argyll by Lord BelhaVeh, 

Earl of Airly bv Viscount Arbuthnot, 
Lord Blantyre oy Earl of Lauderdale, 
Lord Duffius by Viscount Arbuthnot, 
Lord Kinnaird by Earl of Lauderdale. 

... 

The following sent signed Lists : — 
Duke of Atholl, Earl of Kintore, 
Duke of Montrose, Earl of Breadalbanc, 
Marquis of Lothian,Earl of Aberdeen, 
Efarl of Mar, Earl of Dunmorc, 
Earl of Morton, Earl of Stair, 

Earl of Cassillis, Earl of Portmore, 
Earl of Caithness, Viscount Stormont, 
Earl 6f Moray, Viscount Kenmure, 
Earl of Strathmore, Viscount Dunblane^ 
Earl of Haddington, Lord Saltoun, 

Earl of Dumfries, Lord Gray, 

Eurl of Wemyss and Lord Somerville, 

March Lord Forrester, 

Earl of Balcarras, Lord Kircudbright. 

(27) 

The Marquis of Queensberry ten- 
dered his protest against putting the 
Earl of Mar on the place which had 
been assigned him on the roll, which 
was entered on the minutes, Mr 
Mackenzie remarking, that all that 
could be said in answer to the protest 
was, that it was the duty of the clerks 
to read the names as they stood upon 
the Union roll. 

Upon the title of Earl of Stirling 
being read, the Earl of Rosebery 
said, as no person was present to an- 
swer to that title, he believed ft was 
the proper time, and quite regular 
fur him to notice, that at the last elec- 
tion a gentleman appeared at thek 
Lordships* table, and was admitted 
to vote at thatelectioii as Earl of Stir- 
ling, who had not previously made 
good hiB claim to that title. His 
lAirdship by no means intended to 
insinuate that the officers had in the 
least degree deviated from their duty 
in the interpretation they had put 
upon the resolution which he had 
endeavoured to ^et passed in the 
House of Lords in the year 1822 ; ' 
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their construction of that resolution 
was perfectl}*^ correct; but having 
been the humWe instrument of pro- 
posing fliat resolution, for preventing 
the collateral descendants of Peers 
from assuming titles until they esta- 
blished their claim, it was his inten- 
tion, should he be again returned a 
representative Peer, to move an 
amendment on the resolution of thp 
House of Lords, that any person lay- 
ing claim to a pii^rage by collateral 
descent, and under peculiar circum- 
stances of lineal descent, should not 
assume the title until his claim was 
established in his behalf. This, his 
Lordship said, he thought wottld be 
a good wholesome rule. 

Lord Bel haven stated, that when 
he first received the proxy of the 
J^uke of Hamilton, he wrote his 
Grace that he would not act as his 
proxy, unless he either filled it up 
with the naniesof those he wished him 
to vote for, or sent a signed list ; his 
Grace had written in answer that he 
would not appoint a proxy under that 
stipulation, and sent a signed list. 
The list was found to be informal ; 
and, as it was not his wish to with- 
hold his Grace's vote from any per- 
son, be would, as proxy, read the list 
he had sent. It was his Grage's^ plea- 
sure to vote for only ten, and he 
(Lord B.) desired it might not be 
understood he withheld any other 
vote. 

The votes having been counted, 
the following sixteen Noblemen were 
declared duly elected, viz.— 

' Votes. 


Charles, Marquis of Queensberry 66 
* George, Marquis of Tweeddale 66 

.William, Earl of Errol . » 66 

Alexander, Earl of Home . . 63 

Thomas, Earl of Kellie « . .60 

Thomas, Earl of Elgin . . 64« 

Archibald, Earl of Rosebery . 66 

John, Viscount Arbuthnot . 49 

James, Viscount Strathallan , 66 

James, Lord Forbes . . .51 
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Alexander, I.ord Salloun , • 67 

Francis, Lord Gray • , .66 

Charles, Lord Sinclair , . 49 

John, Lord Colville of Culross • 45 

William, Lord Napier . .3% 

Robert, Lord Belhavcn . . 43 

Votes were also given for 

William, Earl of Nortliesk . ,37 

Robert, Lord B Ian tyre . . 1 

Erie, Lord Reay . . . 17 


John, Lord Kollo . ... 25 

Lord Blantyre was not a candidate. 

The Clerks having certified the re- 
turn of the noble Lords to Chancery, 
in presence of their Lordships, the 
business was closed with prayer by 
the Rev. Dr Grant. 

At the election in 1818, there were 
58 voters ; viz. 27 present, 3 proxies, 
and 28 signed lists. On Tliursday 
there were exactly the same number 
of voters, 58 ; of whom 25 were pre- 
sent, 6 proxies, and 27 signed lists* 

The election took place, as usual, 
in the l^icture Gallery, and was nu- 
merously attended. So judiciously, 
however, wasthe wholearranged, that 
although the room was completely 
filled, there was no over crowding or 
confusion. 

In the afternoon, the noble Lords, 
accompanied by several persons of 
distinction, dined in the Waterloo Ta- 
vern, where an elegant dinner was 
served up. 

Edinburgh, 14th. — This night, 
about ten o'clock, a porter was pro- 
ceeding along the North Bridge, with 
a bag on his back, the contents of 
whict^ from the shape and smell, 
caused several to suspect it was a 
corpse. An immense crowd, of course, 
collected, and when the porter reach- 
ed the Tron Church, they proceeded 
to acts of violence upon his person ; 
but, luckily for him, a posse of police 
arrived, who took him under their 
protection, and escorted him to the 
office. On examining the bag, it 
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turned out to be the deaxl carcase of 
one of Mr Wombweirs non-doscript 
animals, the Lama, which had died 
at Glasgow, and which he was send- 
ing to a certain celebrated stulfer of 
dead animals, for preservation. 

Manufacturino Districts. 

State op Trade. — We are sorry 
to remark, that the cotton trade con- 
tinues in the most cheerless state; 
and, at the present moment, is so ex- 
ceedingly discouraging, as not to af- 
ford, as far as we can discover, even 
a reasonable prospect of early amend- 
ment. Accounts from abroad are as 
disheartening as the home trade; 
and, unless some unforeseen circum- 
stances arise to give a new impulse 
to speculation, new energy to de- 
mand, we fear we must expect an 
augmentation of our already too 
heavy burden of commercial embar- 
rassment* From the accounts we 
receive from the neighbouring towns, 
it appears that the distress of the 
poor is rather increased than dimi- 
nished, many of their employers ha- 
ving found it absolutely necessary to 
turn off their hands, either partially 
or altogether ; while others, perhaps 
thinking it a more humane alterna- 
tive, have reduced even the miserable 
wages which their unfortunate work- 
men have lately received. On the 
policy or impolicy of the latter pro- 
ceeding, we will not offer an opinion* 
Work at any price, however low, is 
certainly to be preferred to absolute 
idleness : we therefore content our- 
selves with deploring the necessity 
which imposes, on the humane mind 
at least, a task so disagreeable. 

Huddersfield. — The distress in 
this district continues undiminished, 
we fear that we might add, has in- 
creased ; and though 500/* in addition 
to 1000/. before transmitted by the 
Society in Londoii, has been received 


from the Society, the sum in hand at 
present is scarcely equal to three 
weeks' supply. 

Manchester* — We regret to 
state, that during the last week, some 
meetings of a character but too likely 
to lead to a breach of the peace, have 
been held in this town. On Wed- 
nesday evening, betwe^ seven and 
eight o'clock, upwards of 1000 peo- 
ple (how convened we have not been 
able to le^m) collected in tlie vacant 
ground near St George's Road, and 
remained assembled about an hour, 
during which time some very inflam- 
matory addresses were made to them 
by t^o men, one, we understand, a 
delegate from Leigh, Ind the other 
a resident in Manchester. The 
former told the people they had borne 
their sufferings long enough, and they 
must now do something to put an 
end to them. He urged them to meet 
in greater numbers; that all who 
could find arms should bring them ; 
that the others should arm. them- 
selves at the gunsmiths' shops ; and 
that they should then help themselves 
at the provision shops and the banks. 
The other speaker addressed the peo- 
ple to pretty nearly the same effect ; 
and they separated soon after eight 
o’clock,, with an understanding that 
they* were to meet the following 
night. They consequently assem- 
bled in greater numbers on Thursday 
evening, about the same hour, when 
speeches of a similar character to 
those uttered on Wednesday were 
again addressed to them, but by dif- 
ferent persons. One man was par- 
ticularly violent. He strongly ex- 
horted the people to come the next 
night armed. A man in the crowd, 
here lifted up a large bludgeon, and 
asked if theyVere to arm themselves 
in that manner? The speaker re- 
plied that would do for those who 
could not get better weapons ; but 
they niubt get possession of the gun.. 

11 
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smilitt’ «|iop8, and tha bArraoka; they 
wottid then be masters of every thing, 
and could help themaelvea to what 
they wanted. The meeting broke 
up about half past eight. The greater 
part of the people turned along Crop, 
per Street mto Oldham Road» where 
it h^pened that Colonel Kearney of 
the 2d Dragoon Guards^ and Major 
Eckersley, were ridii)g, attended by 
a single dragoon. 4s sooa |Ui the 
mob perceived tjiese <^cers» they 
ursued them towards New Cross, 
ooting, and, in one or two instances, 
throwing stones at them, but, we be* 
lieyet witlmut doing them any injury. 
Friday night, a much larger number 
of persons, amounting probably al- 
together to between four and five 
thousand, assembled about eight 
o’clock, not in St George’s Road, 
but on a vacant piece of ground op- 
posite Mr James Kennedy’s fa^ory. 
After some time spent in making a 
ring, an Irishman, dressed in a short 
frock, we believe the same individual 
who spoke on the preceding evening, 
was appointed chairman, and ad- 
dressea the people fov half an hour. 

MinDLETON, 16th. — ^About twelve 
o’clock last night, the inhabitants of 
this place were surprised by the sud- 
den appe^ance of 200 or 250 men, 
armea with sticks and bfudgeons. 
At the time of their arrival every- 
thing WM going on as usual in the 
place ; shops and public houses were 
open, and people were looking after 
their ordinary concerns, wt the 
unexpei^ed intrusion of these stran- 
gers caused an instant change in the 
iqypearance of things; everybody 
was filled with amaaement or alarm. 
The rioters came from towards Man- 
chester, and halted in the market- 
place. Some of them ^ere heard to 
say, ^ are shops— we can help 

ourselves to provisions; and here 
are shoes-^'let us each get a pair.” 
They came in military array, and 
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l|alted in their ranks at the Word of 
command. By their speech, their 
leadem were known to be Irish^. Om 
man spoke aloud, and said, If any 
bonmt man is fwpared with arms, 
gnd diapnsed to join us, he will be 
made welcome”-^ut nobody came 
out— not one inhabitant of Middle- 
ton joined them. Presently a noise 
was hear A and a ciy that the soldiers 
wem coming. Some then lell their 
ranks, but tne main body passed up 
Wood Street, and retreated across a 
jEace called Archer Park, and tlirough 
the Great Park, that leads into the 
old road to Manchester, by which 
route they escaped. T^ militaryt 
a party of the Queen’s Bays, now 
m^e their appearance, accompanied 
by Messrs Norris and Foster, Magis- 
trates, the Boroughreeve of Man- 
chester, and a number of constables 
jmd had it . not been for their timely 
arrival, there is every reason to be- 
lieve the worlfof plunder would have 
commenced. Nothing, however, was 
now left for them to do, but to look 
after odd stragglers, two of whom 
were taken and conveyed to Man- 
chester, having confessed they came 
with the mob. Three others were ta- 
kenthismorningbyawttchman. One 
of them is now in the dungeon here. 
He is a young man, poor and emaciated 
in appearance. He sayshe was in St 
George’s Road when the mob came 
up, and he was compelled by thent 
to fall into the ranks, and to come 
with them to Middlieton. After the 
retreat of the rioters, the soldiers pa- 
raded the streets and lanes, and were 
receifed at several places with hoot- 
ing and shauti|g|g, and other expres- 
sionsofdisapp^htion; but no stones 
were thrown, nor any violence o&red. 

MANOHssTSBf I6th.— Last night, 
a meeting of several thousands pf the 
woiktng classes took place near An- 
coas Street, at one of the outskirts 
of the town. The object of it seemed 

M 
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to be, how to remove their present 
distress* The crowd was harangued 
by several speakers-^one, particu- 
larly, dressed in a blue frock coat. 
There was something said about the 
Middleton people and their delegates,^ 
and about taking up arms, and deli- 
vering themselves from present dif- 
ficulties. At this period, three per- 
sons made their appearance, and 
stated that the Middleton people 
were armed, and ready to come out. 
It was then resolved to inarch Co 
Middleton forthwith, and join thd 
body there. They accordingly set 
off for that place, but were quickly 
followed by the soldiers and several 
Magistrates, who dispersed them,and 
took u number of prisoners. 

A posting bill, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy, is here circula- 
ted:— 

Public Noticb. ^ 

We, the undersigned Magistrates 
for the county of Lancaster, have ob- 
served, with great regret, that cer- 
tain evil-disposed persons, strangers 
in Manchester, have, within the last 
few days, been endeavouring to ex- 
cite the peaceable and well-disposed 
inhabitants, by inflammatory lan- 
guage and addresses, to acts of out- 
rage and insubordination; and in 
furtherance of their wicked object, 
have given notices of public meetings 
to be held in the evenings of several 
days in the present week, at which 
such strangers have been the princi- 
al speakers, and the meetings have 
een protracted to late hours of the 
night. Now, we do hereby declare 
our opinion, that all such meetings 
are illegal, as having;^a manifest and 
direct tendency th a breach of the 
peace, which it is our duty to pro- 
tect* We, therefore, caution all per- 
sons not to attend any such meetings, 
nor in any respect to be induced, by 
the wicked #nd mischievous, to en- 
gage in proceedings which must 


hrifif upon them all the consequen* 
ces attmiding such dlegal conduct 
Given under our hands this l5th 
July 1826. * 

New Bailey Court House* 

J* Nobrks* 

J. Silvester. 
James Brierlsy* 

J. HlBqjjSRT* 

, J# Foster. 

Manchester, July 18. — Yester- 
day, all the prisonqrB taken at Mid- 
dleton were brought up for examina- 
tion at the New Bailey. Their names 
were Robert Suggett, James Samp- 
son, Peter Naylor, William Smith, 
JerryNaylor, and William Paxton. 
They all admitted bavi^g gone with 
the rioters from here to Middleton, 
but at the same time siud they were 
compelled to g6 by threats. The two 
first were committed to the Sessions, 
and the others, who were mere lads, 
were ordered to find sureties to keep 
the peace. Last night, there was no 
meeting in this town. There was, it 
is said, a small assemblage of persons 
on Tandle^ Hills, near Middleton ; 
and some reports were circulated 
last night of meetings at Stockport 
and Ashton, but we have not been 
able to trace them to any authentic 
source, and we do not believe they 
have any foundation. 

July 22. — ^We are happy to say 
that this town has continued in the 
enjoyment of the most perfect tran- 
quillity during the whole of the pre- 
sent week. Those sudden alarms 
and surmises by which the inhabi- 
tants were kept in excitation for 
some days previously have subsi*- 
ded* Prospects do not brighten in. 
the mercantile or manufacturing 
sphere, with respect to demand for 
goods, whilst heavy imports of the 
iraw material, cotton, are continu- 
idly succeeding to each other. 

Since our last, says the Stockport 
Advertiser, another very extensive 
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cottbn mill has ceased working, in 
consequence of the extraordinary 
pressure of the times ; and sorry are 
we to* say, that there is too much 
reason to fear that others will be 
compelled to do the same. The bur-« 
den of our poors" rates is increasing 
heavily, and how can it be otherwise, 
when by the above unfortunate event 
from 6 to 700 hands are thrown out 
of employment without the slightest 
chance of gaining another situation ? 

A public meeting of the most re- 
spectable citizens of, and British ' 
subjects in, New York, is announced 
in me American Papers of the 16th 
ult. to be held on the 19th* ult to 
enter into if subscription for the re- 
lief of the distressed in this country. 
Ode of the American Papers remarks, 
that the country is literally over- 
flowing with provisions of all kinds, 
especially flour, and there are hun^i 
dreds of ships ready to transport these 
provisions to this country. 

17|h.— Yokk.— This day, Leonard 
Wilkinson, found Guilty at the York 
assize^ of robbing and murdering Mr 
Carter, a flour factor at Crakehall, 
on the 19th of May last, was exe- 
cuted on Monday. Before his death 
he made the following confession 
** I went to the place to ^stop Nicol 
Carter, intending to rob him, and got 
a large rail from , the hedge, which 
being too long, I broke it in half, keep- 
ing the longest piece in my hand. 1 
saw him coming slowly along on his 
galloway, and hid myself till he pass- 
ed; 1 then went behind him and 
knocked him off his horse, and he 
cried, ' Oh, for God's sake, don't kill 
me i" I struck him another blow on 
the bead, which broke the rail in two. 
He was then senseless, and I robbed 
him. I tore up the draught, and 
threw the fragments away close to 
Finghal church. I hid the money in 
the hollow of a tree ; the rest is 


already known, and I hope God will 
forgive me." 

l^h.*— EnixBVitGH.— Town Couk- 
clii PttoCBRDiNos.— On Wednesday, 
although the Council was occupied 
for an uncommon length of time, the. 
greater part of the business was of lit- 
tle public importance. The following 
matters may, however, be mentioned: 

Si Vincenfa Church, — The Lord 
Provost stated, that he was happy 
now to have it in his power to lay on 
the table the plans prepared by Mr 
Playfair, under the directions of the 
Council, for erecting a church on the 
area of Silvermills, facing St Vincent's 
Street, some time ago acquired by the 
city from Mr Lauder. His Lordship 
said, Mr Playfair was in the next 
room,"^and would be glad to afford 
any explanations. Mr Playfair was 
accordingly introduced, and the plans 
were handed round the table. In 
answer to questions by different mem- 
bers, he stated that the tower would 
be SO feet square, and 150 feet from 
the ground— that the church would 
seat, in a comfortable manner, 1600 
persons, and that the total cost would 
not exceed L.1S,000— it might per- 
haps be less. 

The Council apprbved generally of 
the plans-— instructed Mr Playfair to 
proceed immediately with the work- 
ing drawings, and in procuring esti- 
mates, and named a committee to 
make every requisite arrangement 
for proceeding with the building. 

Docks and Harbour.— Vhe Lord 
provost produced the agreement with 
the Navy Board for the extension of 
the* pier, which bad not been com- 

f )leted ; xnd,, on the motion of his 
ord8bip,it was resolved that it should 
be printed, and the relative plans li- 
thographed for the use of the Coun- 
cil the Commissioners. 

The Council directed the neces- 
sary steps to be followed for carrying 
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into effect the provisions of the act 
of last session, regarding the conver- 
sion of the shore-dues into sterling 
mone^. These steps are — the pre- 
sentation of an application to the she- 
riff, with a view to which the collector 
of shore-dues'and the accountant are 
ordered to prepare the requisite tables. 

The Clerks produced a certificate 
from the Merchant Company of Leith, 
bearing that Mr George Crichtdh 
had resigned his situation as one of 
the Commissioners, and that they had 
appointed Mr William Goddard, mer- 
chant, in his place, 

Lc^al Assessors . — The Lord Provost 
reminded the Council of the conver- 
sation at last meeting, in regard to Mr 
Ferguson’s appointment as a Clerk of 
Session. The Council, his Lordship 
said, would now be saved the trouble 
of considering the compatibility of 
the two» situations, as Mr Ferguson 
had tendered his resignation. Now, 
therefore, that the office was vacant, 
it became the duty of the Council to 
fill it with a well-qualified person. 
They were all aware that it was both 
a difficult and a delicate matter to se- 
lect an indi^dual to fill an office of 
80 much importance, when there were 
in the field two gentlemen perhaps 
equally well qualified to perform the 
duties, with honour to themselves 
and advantage to the community. 
Being compelled, however, to make 
that election, and having considered 
the subject attentively, and keeping 
in view the very high testimonials in 
favour of Mr Urquhart, which had 
been received from the Lord Ju^ice 
Clerk, from Lord Pitmilly, and from 
Mr Baron Hume, he felt himself 
bound to propose that gentleman. 

^ Old Provost Henderson seconded 
his Lordship’s nomination. When he 
had the honour of filling the ctiair,last 
year, the vac^cy, which had now 
occurred, had Ren expected. At that 
time,he believed, Mr Urquhartwould 


have been sure of his election ; but; 
although a new Council now sat, he 
still thought himself bound to sup- 
port him. As the testimonials in his 
favour had, he understood, not been 
generally perused by the members, 
he proposed that they should be read. 
This having been done. 

The Dean of Guild proposed Mr 
John Tawse. 

Bailie Bonar seconded the nomi- 
nation, and observed, that if Mr 
Ta\>se’s friends had chosen to procure 
testimonials of his abilities, he should 
have been able to produce very satis- 
factory ones. This they had not done, 
as they thought it bett^ to rest on 
the opinion which had been formed 
of Mr Tawse after 18 years’ practice. 
He knew that Mr Tawse had devo- 
ted himself much to the study of cri- 
minal law ; he had, too, occasionally 
performed the duties of assessor, in 
the absence of Mr L'Amy. After 
some other observations from other 
members, the Council divided, when 
Mr Tawse was elected by a consider- 
able majority. The Lord Provost 
then adverting to the increased du- 
ties of Assessor, on account of the 
late police act, and other causes, sug- 
gested that the fourth assessorship 
might jiov/ with propriety be filled 
up, as had been done on a former oc- 
casion, but without any salary to the 
junior Assessor, so long as he should 
remain such ; and after a good deal 
of discussion, the matter was refer- 
red to a Committee to consider and 
report, and likewise to report gene- 
rally upon the salaries and duties of 
these legal advisers. 

Natural Philosophy Class* — The 
Lord Provost proauced a letter from 
Professor Leslie, transmitting a com- 
plete catalogue of the Natural Phi- 
losophy Class apparatus, distinguish- 
ing what already belong^ to the 
town from what he had purchased on 
the faith of being refunded. The 
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Professor's communication went a 
deal into detaili and concluded 
by congratulating the patrons on the 
fact^ that his class possessed what he 
had xfb hesitation in statingi was the 
most extensive, choice^ and instruc- 
tive apparatus in the ifidand« 

The whole business was referred 
^0 the College Committee. 

• 

The Comst Steam Packet.* 

• 

From the Greenock Advertiser qflSlsL 
The operations for raising this ves- 
sel having drawn near their comple- 
tion, since the commencement of the 
week, much interest regarding it has 
been excited here, and numbers have 
been daily attracted to the spot to 
mark the progress of the underta- 
king, and witness the first appear- 
ance which the shattered bark exhi- 
bited when raised above the water's 
surface. Among the earliest mdica- 
tions of its near approach was the 
discovery of the body of an elderly 
stout-made female, on Monday even- 
ing, l^upposed to be t^e cook known 
to have been on board the Comet, 
and nearly the last grown-up person, 
of the ill-fated passengers, whose re- 
mains had not long previously been 
recovered. Notwithstanding the great 
length of time it had Beeb in the 
water, the body was but little de- 
cayed. Having been tak^ up the 
river until opposite Gourock church- 
yard, it was then put into a shell and 
interred. On Wednesday afternoon, 
a pair of bagpipes were fished up 
from the deck of the vessel ; and it 
will be recollected, that to the in- 
spiring strains of this instrument 
some of the passengers were enjoying 
themselves in the dance, not an hour 
before that dreadful* collision which 
ushered them into eternity. It was 
Wednesday before any part of the 
wreck was got above water ; Thurs- 


day, some farther progress was made 
in bringing the vessel close in shore; 
and on Friday morning, when the 
tide had completely ebbed, a consi- 
derable part of the deck was above 
the surface ; but tliat portion of the 
vessel which comprehends the main 
cabin, from lying obliquely on the 
face of a bank, (perhaps 30 degrees 
from a horizontal position) yet re- 
mains uncovered. The bow of the 
vessel is completely sliattered, and 
the funnel thrown^ down, and resting 
lengthways on the deck. A variety 
of articles have been fished up from 
the fore cabin, including several pieces 
of silk dresses, children's frocks, shoes, 
thread cases, and some appendages of 
the toilet, a small trunk, &c. all which 
have been taken charge of by the 
proper authorities. A man's hat and 
a part of a jawbone were likewise 
brought up on the point of a boat- 
hook. The whole exhibits a very 
melancholy spectacle. — It h expect- 
ed that, with the assistance of a tide 
or two more, the vessel will be haul- 
ed altogether on the beach. 

From the Glasgow Herald* 

We are indebted to a gentleman 
in Gourock for the following very 
interesting letter:— 

Gourock, Saturday Evening, 22d July. 

Mr Brown has fixed his chains 
down to-night for the last time, as 
he expects to have the Comet dry at 
low water to-morrow morning's tide. 
As yet there has been no access to 
the principal cabin. All that has 
been found, therefore, has either been 
on deck, or in the steerage. This 
mfirning the body of a female was 
found on the quarter-deck in a state 
of very great decay, so much so, that 
the remains of the dress alone indica- 
ted that it was probably the corpse of 
Miss M*Intosh. It was carefully put 
into a cofiki, and interred immedi- 
ately. 
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To-day a considerable quantity 
of bones wns found in the steeraae, 
but there was in that place sucn a 
mass of rubbish and mudt that it ^ is 
impossible to say how many bodies 
there might be. The jacket of a very 
young boy was picked up^ inclosing 
the ribs only^ and no other part was 
visible. 

With regard to private property, 
not much has yet been recovered. 
The piper's cliest was* found yestei^- 
day, and bank-notes to the amount 
of L .75 inclosed; none o^ which 
were in the least injured, although 
completely saturated with water. A 
pocket-book lay on the deck, con- 
taining L.6 in small notes, all entire; 
some silver and copper were also 
picked up dn deck. A number of 
bottles, supposed to have originally 
contained whisky, were found full, 
but the Sjiirit was invariably changed 
for a liqqjd of a bitter taste. 

“ The vessel herself is so complete 
a wreck that she must be broken up; 
she can never again float. It reflects 
great credit on the ingenuity di Mr 
Jirown that he succeeded in bringing 
her asiiore. Both stem and stern are 
(juite smashed, and the deck planks 
lorn up. This must have been done 
cliiefly by the chains last winter, in 
the first attempt to raise her. 

The copper boilers have collap- 
sed in a surprising manner, anci, as 
boilers, are useless. The sudden con- 
densation of the steam must have 
produced a vacuum, and the pressure 
of tlie surrounding water on the out- 
side caused this etfect. Engineers 
have already set to work to take ;the 
machinery to pieces, under the di- 
rection of some of the proprietors. 

“ It is a remarkable circumstance 
that the body of the female found 
floating from the wreck on Tuesday, 
and supposed to be that of Mr McDo- 
nald of Borrodalc's cook-maid, was 
in a better state of preservation than 
any other yet found, and it has been 


freely asserted, that she in a 
state of intoxication at the time the 
accident hwpened. 

cc Tlie Sn^riff, Mr Marshal^, has 
been indefatigable in his attentions 
to the preservation of property. 

cc Sunday Morning , — Owing to an 
accidental circumstance, tlie Comet 
has not been 4noved so far in as to 
ebb the cabin at low watfer, yet a 
number of article have been got, 
among other things, Mr Rollo*s tra- 
velling bag. I saw tt opened, and 
the rfnqney so much talked of reco.^ 
vered ; it was tied in a pretty large 
parcel by itself, without any wrap- 
per, but perfectly unruffled and fresh- 
looking. The Sheriff is^now enga- 
ged counting it, but it }s a tedious 
operation, and I cannot say how 
much there will be of it. 

A silver tea-pot belonging to 
Captain Sutherland, an Andrew Fer-* 
rara aword of Sir Joseph Radcliff s, 
some shooting and Ashing apparatus, 
and a few small baskets and parcels 
of wearing apparel, have all beemgot 
from the wreck this morning ; but 
no more bodiev*.” 

From the Glasgow Courier of 25th, 
This unfortunate vessel was finally 
and completely hauled upon the 
beach on Sunday evening. In ad- 
dition to the details contained in the 
above letter, we have only to add, 
that two trunks were got out on Sun- 
day evetiing, but as they had not 
been opened at the date of our ac- 
counts yesterday, it is uncertain what 
they contain. A fowling-piece, and 
a military cap, belonging, it is sup- 
posed, to Captain Sutherland, have 
also been found. The following is 
a correct account of the money which 
has been recovered 

In Mr Rollons bag 18 9 

Piper^s chest, about 75 0 0 

Captain's money 15 0 0 

And small sums 8 0 0 


L,7:U) i:i 0 
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The notes are weL but not mate- 
rially damaged. Several law papers^ 
(leases, &c.) belonging to Mr Rollo, 
were found in a good,^tate of pre- 
servation ; and the crockery ..ware in 
the steward's cabin was, in general, 
found uninjured. The vessel is a 
most complete wreck; but it is quite 
certain that notliing belonging to 
any of tlje ill-fated passengers can 
remain on board, §0 closely has the 
wreck been searched. Sunday bding 
a beautiful day^ the wreck was visit- 
ed by a great number of people 
from Greenock and the neighbour- 
hood. 

Pkintino Tradb.— N o branch of 
trade is suffering more at- present 
than that o^ printing. In Edinburgh, 
at this moment there is not one-third 
of the usual amount of work, and, 
but for the session papers, it would 
have been still worse. Above se- 
venty compositors are now going 
idle, and many others have but par- 
tial employment. In London, the 
trade is absolutely at a stand ; a very 
eminent printer there, who employed 
eleven readers, finds one suiheient to 
carry on his business *at present ; in 
another office, where eight or nine 
presses were kept going, there is no- 
body employed but a foreman and 
two or three apprentices. The stag- 
nation has been increasing fi^Dm week 
to week, and there are now, we un- 
derstand, twelve hundred printers in 
the metropolis absolutely idle, and 
deprived of their means of subsist- 
ence. As a last resource, application 
has been made to other towns for 
subscriptions, and, depressed as the 
trade is here, we learathat they have 
agreed to contribute what they can 
to the support of their brethren in 
London, for a few weeks. 

Haddinotom Sghoob of Arts.-- 
The annual general meeting of this 
institution was held on Thursday 
last, and was graced by the presence 


of Dr Chalmers. — Provost Dods was 
in the chair, and the Assembly Room 
was crowded to excess. The report, 
which was read by Mr J. G. Lori- 
mer, described the progress of the 
institution, and intimated that, du- 
ring the ensuing session, lectures 
were to be given on the principles of 
mechanics, and the application of 
chemistry to agriculture. The meet- 
ing was then addressed by Mr Sedg- 
Ipy, Mr Patrick Sheriff, Mr George 
Cunningham, and Mr John G. Lori- 
mer, who pointed out the general 
utility 6f such an institution, its be- 
neficial influence on the character of 
the people, and its tendency to im- 
prove and perfect the art of agri- 
culture, which formed the pride of 
East Lothian. Dr Chalmers then 
rose, and in a speech of one hour, 
poured forth a torrent of eloquence, 
which was at once a feast to the rea- 
son and imagination, and filled the 
audience with astonishment and de- 
light. After he had finished, the 
thanks of the meeting were voted to 
him j>y acclamation. 

Robert Sym, tried at IsvSt Glasgow 
Circuit with Doilan, and sentenced 
to transportation for life, returned 
from Edinburgh, on Friday after- 
noon, to his friends with a free par- 
don, it having been discovered, from 
the most satisfactory evidence, that 
the conviction against him proceeded 
on an error. 

Unitkd Kingdom Steam Packet. 

The United Kingdom, without 
question, outstrips and surpasses any- 
thing of the kind ever seen. She 
measures on deck 175 feet long, by 
4i> feet 6 inches wide — her paddles 
are above 20 feet in diameter, and 
she has two engines of 100 horse 
power each ; she is frigate built, and 
has a spar-deck above the main-deck, 
which has a large open area in the 
centre, surrounde^ by iron balus- 
trades. You descenc) to the main- 
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deck by a flight of steps on either 
side, and find the bottom of this com- 
modious area environed by a range 
of elegant sleeping apartments, con- 
taining ample room, and every re- 
q[uisite for dressing, &c. and pecu- 
liarly adapted for summer travelling. 
From this is the entrance to the sa- 
loon, which is situated under the 
quarter-deck. It is supported on 
each side by Corinthian pillars of 
highly polished satin wood, and in the 
middle by a range of brass pillars of 
the same order ; it measures 46 feet 
long and S6 broad. It is hung with 
crimson damask. Ten beautiful mir- 
rors, ranged on all sides, shed on the 
surrounding objects their glittering 
rays. Three ranges of tables, extend- 
ed lengthways, afford sufficient ac- 
commodation for ISO persons to dine 
at once. Handsome sofas, and chairs 
of a very fashionable pattern, while 
the most useful, are not the least or- 
namental part of the furniture of the 
saloon. At one end of the middle 
table is the fire-place, the mantel- 
piece, surmounted by a superb cmir- 
ror ; and, at the other end, a capa- 
cious sideboard of the finest maho- 
gany, with fluted silk fronts. In 
the centre of the middle range of 
tables, immediately, under a large cir- 
cular sky light, is an^doval aperture, 
4 feet by 3 in diameter. It is cover- 
ed by plate glass, and admits light 
into the sleeping room which is be- 
low. Immediately below this apart- 
ment is a sflacious sleeping room for 
gentlemen, curtained with blue da- 
mask. As before observed, the light 
is admitted by an oval aperture at 
the top, around the sides of which 
are ranged plate glass refiectors, and 
what at present seems to excite the 
particular attention of visitors, is a 
large glass globe containing gold- 
colour^ fishes, resting on the plate 
glass at the top, ,^nd vases of roses 
placed around its edge, which become 
represented to the spectator below 


Hke a miniature sea of transparent 
brightness, bespangled by a thousand 
little shining inhabitants, flitting 
through its waters, and which seem 
to flow through an endless paf^adise 
of flowers. From the main-deck a 
iiight of steps of easy descent con- 
ducts to the ladies* apartment, which 
is roost superbly and tastefully ar- 
range, and a^rds evei^ conve- 
nience which luxury could invent, 
or fhe most luxurious require, it is 
curtained with crimsqn damask ; and 
the ehairs, as well as the, sofas which 
surround it, are covered with the 
same material. It is supported on 
each side by Ionic pillars, and is 
furnished with two large plate glass 
mirrors, rich Bsussels dkrpets, &c. 
It is placed so near the centre of the 
vessel, that the motion at sea will be 
scarcely perceptible. There is also 
a fore sleeping cabin, comprising six 
apartments of different sixes, contain- 
ing from 2 to 10 beds each, for the 
convenience of families ; also a small 
steerage fitted up with 14 beds. and 
bedding, nearly as good as the rest.— 
The total nun^er of beds in thh ves- 
sel Is 170. The kitchen also displays 
considerable ingenuity in the con- 
struction and arrangement of its va- 
rious conveniences, and we are in- 
formed is to be placed under the 
direction two French cooks. Sure- 
ly, *‘the pride of luxury can no 
farther go.'* To sum up the whole, 
without fear of contradiction, it may 
be asserted, that no vessel equally 
well contrived for the accommoda- 
tion of its expected inmates, has 
been ever seen since the days of 
Noah. It was built at Greenock, and 
is to be employed to sail between 
London and Leith. 

General Miller, whose distinguish- 
ed services under the immortal Bo- 
livar, have so much contributed to 
liberate South America from the thral- 
dom of Spain, has arrived at hia na- 
tive village, Wingham, near Canter- 
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7 ury. He was second in cotntnand 
:o Bolivar at the Battle of Ayacbuco, 
ind his prompti decisive charge at 
the head of the cavalry of the Pa- 
rriots decided the day in favour of 
liberty. The General has brouj^ht 
[lome many curiosities from the dime 
!ie assisted to free^-^nd^ among the 
rest^ some cavalry standards of Old 
§pain> which were captured in the 
sanguinary struggles, in which he 
:ook part. 

Mr FARQUHAR«*-^It appears that 
the claimants tp the vast property of 
tlie late Mr Farquhar have, for the 
present, been disappointed in their 
[expectations of speedy possession. 
The heir^aulaw, that is, the* first 
claimant, is ndw supposed to be a re- 
sident among the wilds of America. 
It is a female, the eldest niece, who 
married many years ago a French- 
man. U'he Lord Chancellor mfs, 

until that lady appears nothing 
can be done.” She has an undivided 
title to the domains at Fonthill.— - 
Prom parsimony, Mr Farquhar never 
obtained the title-deeds of that estate; 
the staibp duty he refused to pc^, 
amounting to L.IOOO* and, conse- 
(juently, Mr Beckford never execu- 
ted the conveyance. 

The Ex-King, Joseph Napoleon, 
wishing to reside in the dpminions 
of the King of the Netherlands, ad- 
dressed a letter on the subject to the 
King of Sweden, who made an ap- 
plication to that sovereign. The King 
of the Netherlands referred the mat- 
ter to the King of France, who con- 
vened a council of his ministers, and 
after ^nsulting with the foreign Am- 
bassadors in Paris, granted the re- 
quired permission*— FrewcA Paper* 

Rkmahkable ooon Fobtitnb.—- 
The following story verifies the pro- 
verb, “ Cast your brekd on the wa- 
ters, and you will find it after many 
days.” Mr Kinsman, a highly re- 
spectable butcher, near the Elephant 


and Castle, London, has lately come 
into possession of a very considerable 
estate in the county of Devon, in a 
singular and unexpected manner. A 
few years ago, a person, having all the 
manners of a gentleman, but very 
much reduced in life, drew the atten- 
tion of Mr Kinsman by his frequently 
coming to his shop tor small bits of 
meat ; from which circumstance be 
entered into conversation with him, 
andf finding him in the greatest pos- 
sible distress, not only supplied him 
with meat for his dinner for upwards 
of twelve months, but became his 
friend in many other respects. About 
six years since, the person disappear- 
ed, and from that time till within 
these few months he never heard 
anything of him ; and it now turns 
out that he became possessed of very 
large property ip the county of De- 
von ; at which place he died a few 
months ago, leaving Mr Kinsman the 
estate above named, which is suppo- 
sed to be worth L.500 a-year. 

The Recorder made his report to 
the King in Council, on Thursday, 
of the prisoners under sentence of 
death in Newgate, when his Majesty 
was pleased to respite all the prison- 
er s» excepting Charles Butcher, for 
sheep-stealing, and John Fordham, 
for burglary — the former being or- 
dered for execution on Wednesday 
next, arid the latter on the following 
Monday, the 7th of August. 

Desperate Footpabs-tAttack 
ON THE Gloucester Coach. — Fri- 
day morning, between two and three 
o'clock, as the Glducester Champion 
coach was proceeding on its way to 
town,* and wbUst halting at the top of 
the hill at Feather-bed Lane, near 
West Wickham, for the purpose of 
securing the wheel previous to its 
descent, three fellows, dressed as sea- 
men, instantly came up, when two of 
them placed themselves at the win- 
dows of the coach, and commanded ihc 
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passengers to deliver their money, 
whilst the third sprung forward to 
secure the leaders, if possible; but 
fortunately, by the activity of the 
coachman, iVho was on his box, and 
the guard instantly mounting his seat, 
they set off at full speed down the 
hill, when the fellow who had at- 
tempted to secure the leaders, fired 
a pistol, and so seriously wounded 
one of the horses, that the coach- 
man was obliged to leave it behind, 
and proceed on with the others to the 
next stage. 

Mr ExjListon and Mr Poons* — 
Another fracas between Mr Elliston 
and Mr Poole, the dramatist, took 
place at Vauxhall on Friday evening, 
it will be recollected that Mr Poole 
recovered L.80 damages from Mr 
Elliston some time since, for a similar 
assault The latter gentleman, it 
seems, had been enjoying the nodes 
amhrodanm in one of those seques- 
tered glades, when the former, who 
no doubt had just broke up from one 
of his coence deorum, came jump on 
him. The recognition was «aiutual ; 
some words passed from Mr Elliston, 
to which Mr Poole made no reply, 
and was instantly attacked by that 
gentleman, apparently without « any 
immediate provocation on his part. 
Mr Poole endeavoured to defend 
himself, but Mr Elliston struck and 
kicked him several times, and seem- 
ed well disposed to favour the admi- 
ring ai|d astonished spectators with 
a pugilistic treat. Mr Winston, who 
is well known as the friend of Mr 
Elliston, interfered, and, with the as^ 
sistance of some other gentlemen, the 
combatants were separated, after a 
long but harmless struggle. Atthead- 
journed Surrey Sessions, on Thurs- 
day, a true bul was found against 
Mr Elliston. 

Earl Grby— T. W. Beaumont, 
Esq#— A correspondence has been 
published, which at once explains 


various things that appeared so mys- 
terious during the late election for 
Northumberland. In AugusVlS23, 
when Mr Beaumont was flaying his 
addresses to a daughter of *the esti- 
mable Sir John Swinburne, he wrote 
a letter to Earl Grey, in which he 
charged Lady Swinburne with cri- 
minal conduct, not only with Earl 
Grey himself, but with Qeneral Grey, 
and her own butler !-— Earl Grey re- 
plied to this letter, that it had ex- 
cited his surpriscv and indignation ; 
and that, as lar as related to himself, 
the infamous allegation made against 
Lady Swinburne*8 character was to- 
tally false and unfounded. Mr Beau- 
mont, in October, wrote to Earl Grey 
a note, in which he saff that his, con- 
duct to his lordship was unjustifiable, 
and offers an apology for it. I'his 
note was delivered to Lord Grey 
by Mr Beaumont's brother, who also 
showed Lord Grey several letters that 
had passed between Mr Beaumont, 
Sir J. Swinburne, and Mr Edward 
Swinburne. Lord Grey then said, 
that he wanted no apology, for he 
qfuite concurred with everytjhing Sir 
J. Swinburne had said ; that he had 
viewed Mr B.'s conduct as proceeding 
from mental derangement, and must 
decline all farther intercourse with 
him. After this (in 1824) Mr Beau- 
mont* wrote to Earl Grey, stating, 
that, as he understood he should not 
be spoken to on his return from 
abroad, he should lay before the* 
world the treatment he had received 
from Sir John and Lady Swinburne. 
Earl Grey returned no answer to this 
letter. To another sent by B. to 
Earl Grey, in 1824, his lordsnip re- 
plied, that he con|idered Mr B's ha- 
ving been under a mental delusion as 
the only excuse that could be made 
for his conduct A letter from Sir 
William Gordon is given,, in which 
he states, that having seen all the 
correspondence on this sqbject, Mr 
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Beaumont'sproceedlngshad produced 
on his mind the very same conviction 
which Lord Grey had entertained re- 
specting ^ Mr B:'s mental delusion. 
Mr Beaumont after this threatened 
to bring an action against Earl Grey, 
unless he would say that Re was mis- 
taken in imputing mental delusion to 
him. Lord Grey replied, that he 
would not letract an iota of bis 
opinion. With this the correspon-i 
dence terminated, and nothing more 
was heard of the prosecution of Earl 
Grey. ^ • 

Meeting of the Stockport 
Weavers. — We had hoped, from the 
good sense and forbearance which our 
fellow townsmen have hitherto shown 
that we shoula not have had to re- 
port anything to their disadvantage ; 
but, unfortunately, they have begun 
to listen to the insidious and inflam- 
matory language of men who have no 
other object in view than to create 
anarchy and bloodshed. We had 
beard that meetings had taken place 
on Monday and last week, and that 
one would be held in Longshut Lane, 
last night (Wednesday)t We pro- 
ceeded to the appointed spot about 
8 o’clock, where we found about 200 
or 300 men and boys assembled; 
others continued to arrive until a 
quarter to nine, when the nu^nbers 
on the ground were between 500 and 
600. At this time, a man, who, it was 
evident, was expected to address 
them, Itrrived; a ring was imme- 
diately formed, and he proceeded to 
business by reading from Sherwin's 
Register, of Nov. 14*, 1818, one of the 
most inflammatory extracts we ever 
recollect to have heard. The tenor 
' of it was to indite the people to 
arm, recommending for that purpose 
a knife, eleven inches and three quar- 
ters in length, and two broad at the 
bottom, fixed into a staff eight feet 
long. (At this part of the proceed- 
ings, some person in the crowd fired 


a pistol off.) With this formidable 
weapon they were to defend them* 
selves* or, if necessary, use it offrm- 
sively. The weaker then proceeded 
to state (from the extract) ttie superi- 
ority ofa body of men thus armed over 
aregular force,armedin the tisufal way. 
The vindication, as he called it, which 
by the by, was very lame and un- 
unsatisfhetory, being finished, he said# 
" Now is the time for any one to prow 
posd resolutions." Having repeated 
this two or three times, and no one 
coming forward, the meeting broke 
up about half past nine, and the peo- 
ple returned peaceably to their homes, 
evidently not much edified, and no 
doubt greatly to the mortification of 
the orator . — Stockport paper. 

Dreadful Effects op Passion. 
—The following lamentable case of 
manslaughter, perpetrated by a fa- 
ther upon the person of his own son, 
between six and seven years of age, 
arosefrom giving way loan unbounded 
fit of passion, excited by a cause the 
most trivial. The unhappy man, who 
now staftds charged upon the Coroner's 
warrant for the offence, is a Mr Ran- 
ton, a person about 50 years of age, 
and holding a respectable situation 
in society, that of steward to Thomson 
Bonar, Esq. of Elmstcad Lodge, about 
two miles below Bromley, Kent. It 
appeared that the child went daily to 
school to Bromley, but, on account of 
the distj^nce, was in the habit of going 
home only once a-day, at the close 
of the school in the evening. About 
ten days since, the boy, upon leaving 
school, loitered on Ibis way, which oc- 
casioned him to arrive at home con- 
siderably after the usual time, llpon 
going in doors, his father questioned 
him as to thecause which had kept him 
so long, and, not receiving a satisfac- 
tory answer, ordered the child into a 
room. On entering the room, the 
m>or was fastened by the father, when 
it appeared he took up the rail of a 
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chair which was lying upon the. floor, 
and began to chastise the poor child 
in a most unmerciful manner, the cries 
of the child only serving to exaspe- 
rate the frenzied fit which had taken 
possession of the father* The child, 
, endeavouring to avoid the blows, 
etooped, when, horrible to relate, the 
$tick lighted with the utmost violence 
upon the back part of the child's head, 
.and in an instant he fell senseless on 
the ground, the blood gushing in tor- 
rents from the wound. The unh^py 
man, upon seeing the fatal efiects 
which his passion had occasioned, 
gave immediate alarm. The intelli- 
ence was instantly carried to the 
ouse of his master, and a messenger 
was dispatched for surgical aid. In 
the course of a quarter of an hour, a 
surgeon arrived, who attempted to 
bleed the child. But medical aid was 
of no avail, the vital spark having 
fled. Upon the day following the 
dreadful catastrophe, the coroner held 
an inquest on the Imdy, when, after 
the examination of two witnesses, a 
verdict of Manslaughter"*' was re- 
. turned, and the unfortunate man was 
.committed to Maidstone jail, to take 
; his trial at the Sessions for the of- 
fence. o 

Roslin.— The foundation stone of 
the chapel of ease for the parish of 
Lasswade, was laid at RosHh on 
Tuesday the 25th, with all the ho- 
nours of masonry. An immense con- 
course „of people of all ranks was as- 
sembled to witness this interesting 
ceremony. The delightful day, and 
the romantic and beautiful scenery 
surrounding this far-famed village, 
combined with tlie presence o!f many 
of Scotia's fairest daughters, had a 
most imposing efiect. Shortly after 
two o'clock, deputations from the 
various lodges of Edinburgh and 
Dalkeith marched into Roslin, where 
they were received by Captain Bal- 


main of Rosebank ; Messrs Charles 
Crosland Hay, Roslin Castle, Wal- 
lace, Merricks, Charles Read, Coch- 
rane, and Bishop, part of the com- 
mittee of management. Upon arri- 
ving at the spot, a very eloquent and 
appropriate prayer was oflered up by 
tlie Rev. Thomas Coulston cf Penny- 
cuick ; after which the usual cere- 
monies were gone through, and the 
various coins .of the present re^gn, 
along with a newspaper, &c. were 
deposited— Captain Balmain officia- 
ringin place of MrMercer of Dryden, 
who was prevented laying the founda- 
tion stone by a sudden domestic af- 
fliction. Afterwards about sixty sat 
down to an excellent dinner in the 
inn, and spent the evening with much 
conviviality and goodJiumour. The 
erection of this chapel was sanctioned 
by the last General Assembly. It is 
expected to be roofed in during the 
month of September, and to be ready 
for opening, as a place of worship, 
early next spring. 

27tb, — Paisley. — Distress at 
Paislev.-it Application to Go- 
VBRNMEN?r.— A meeting wfts held in 
Paisley on Thursday — Mr Campbell 
^f Blythswood, M.P. in the chair. 
Mr Campbell stated, that the funds 
in the hands of the treasurer amount- 
ed to lefs than 1700/. ; that the week- 
ly expenditure was nearly 600L ; that 
within the last two weeks the number 
of applicants had increased by ISO; 
that the wages allowed were 7s* per 
week, on an average. He had weekly 
communication by letter with bis 
Majesty's ministers, who were averse 
to give a Government grant. If 
forced to ft, it would be the last shift. 
Mr Spiers of Eldqj^slie said, that, con- 
ridering the long-continued and fear- 
fully increasing distress of the coun- 
try, nothing*but a Government grant 
coidd be expected to be adequate to 
relieve the distress. He recommend- 
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ed the state of the country to be sub* 
mined to Government. If they gave 
the grant, it would be for the public 
good. If they withheld it) they would 
take the consecjtuenee ; they would 
do it at their peril. Sir John Maxwell) 
Bart) was decidedly in favour of a 
Gevemment grant Sir W. M. Na- 
pier was of ithe same opinion. Mr 
Campbell remarked, on explanation 
of what he had said before, that no 
doubt ministers would agree to the 
grant) if they saw no other remedy. 
Mr Maxwell) M.P. believed that Mr 
Canning, when properly informed 
about the condition of the working 
classes, would comply with the fishes 
of the meeting. He then read reso- 
lutions, setting forth the sufferings 
of the workmen, and the propriety 
of the immediate interposition of 
Government, to avert the conse- 
quences of want. Mr Spiers seconded 
the resolutions. Mr Wallace of Kelly 
proposed resolutions ascribing the 
distress of the country to enormous 
taxation ; ana suggesting the imme- 
diate assembling of Parliament, in 
order that effectual measures might 
be taken for relief. This motion wAs 
seconded, but it was afterwards with- 
drawn, and Mr Maxwell's resolutions 
were unanimously carried. « , 

The Paisley committee, in their 
report for last week, state, that the 
number of new and necessitous cases, 
which, after strict investigation, have 
been placed on their list for relief 
during the week, fair exceeds the 
number of those who have obtained 
employment elsewhere, and been 
struck off it. The sum of distress is 
therefore considerably increased, and 
.the fund is again rapidly drawing to 
a close. 

The Lord Lieutenant of Renfrew- 
shirei in answer to the numerous ap^ 
plications which have been made to 
him from the Upper Ward regarding 
emigration to Canada, has notified 


that Government have had the 
ject imder consideration, but it is not 
poss^le at present to afford any^ 
public aid, as no money has been 
voted by Parliament for that purpose. 

Execution at Stirling.— O n 
the 28th) Peter MoiSfat was executed 
at Stirling, for the murder of his fa- 
ther at Kilsyth) in April 1822. Ho 
fled at the time he committed the 
deed, and was not discovered till Oc- 
tober last, when he was apprehended 
in the village of Auchinearn, where 
he had worked at the weaving for w 
considerable time, under the assu- 
med name of Watson. About half 
past two o'clock, he came upon the, 
scaffold, attended by the Rev. Messrs 
Bennie and Marshall, and appeared 
perfectly calm and collected. After 
the usual religious ceremonies had 
been gone through, theculprit stepped 
forward and addressed the multitude, 
acknowledging his guilt, and warn- 
ing all to beware of drunkenness and 
Sabbath-breaking. The executioner 
then drew a white cap over his face^ 
and proceeded to adjust the r<^ ; 
but having made it too short, it would 
not reach the prisoner, and some dis- 
approbation was expressed by the 
multitude, when he gave a sudden 
start) put up his hand, and snatched 
the t»p off his head, and rushed back 
upon the scaffold. The Rev. Mr 
Bennie instantly came forward and 
endeavoured to calm the mind of the 
prisoner, and again led him forward 
to the drop. After the fatal apparatus 
had been adjusted,' and a short time 
spent^in prayer, he gave the signal, 
when the fell) and, after a few 
convulsive throbs, life became ex- 
tinct. Aft^ hanging the usual time, 
the body was taken down and put 
into a Coffin, preparatory to its being 
sent to Edinburgh for dissection. He 
wks only about 21 years of age. 

Distressino Accident. — -On 
Tuesday last, Mr Alexander Jamie^ 
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•eii, surgeon in Alloa, went with a 
party of iHends on an annual pleasure 
excursion to Ben*cleuch, one of the 
Oohills. The party having; spent the 
day in the purest friendship, towards 
night-fall, Mr Jamieson separated 
from them to call on one of his pa- 
tients at Tillicoultry, to which place 
the road from the top of the hill runs 
along a ledge of precipices. In pass- 
ing a rock, about 200 feet abov^the 
level of the glen, Mr Jamieson fell, 
the grass being very slippery on ac- 
count of the drought, and was found 
by a shepherd at four o’clock the next 
morning. His body was so much in- 
jured that medical aid could be of no 
avail, although he was so recollected 
as to direct the lad how to draw blood 
of him, and give other necessary in- 
structions ; he died at nine o’clock. 
The fate of Mr Jamieson is deeply 
deplored by the inhabitants of Alloa 
and its neighbourhood. 

Melancholy Loss.-— On the 
morning of Friday, the 21st ult, a 
Burghead fishing-boat was half way 
across between Lossiemouth and Tar- 
betness. It was blowing a hard gale 
from the NE., when the fishermen 
found it necessary to part from their 
nets — ^immediately upon which the 
boat swamped. The master of the 
boat (James Macdonell) contrived to 
extricate himself, and succeeded in 
getting his son (a boy of eight years 
of age, who could not be mssuaded 
from going to sea) lashed to the mast. 
John Henry, another of the crew, also 
contrived to support himself for three 
or four hours. While these three per- 
sons were in this perilous situation, a 
rc^e was thrown to the unfortunate 
sufferers from an Anstruther vessel 
then passing ; but, as the vessel did 
not sicken sail, or lie too, this slight 
effort at assistance proved useless. 
About an hour after, tne poor boy and 
Henry died. At ten o'clock a. m. 
Macdonell was picked up by a fishing 


«tiiack,and brought to Findhom. The 
crew of this smack reported that they 
had passed two wrecks of fishing-boats 
near Hopeman. In the Burgh^d boat, 
we are Sieved to say, there were lost, 
a man of the name of Cameron, who 
has left a widow and three children 
to deplore his melancholy fate ; an- 
other man, name unknown — besides 
John Henry^ and the master^s son. 

Providential Escape. — Arrived 
at Greenock, on Ahe 16th uit., the 
Lmtona of London, James Paterson, 
master, from Cape Breton, with tim- 
ber. When off the Mull of Kintyre, 
Captain Paterson discovered a small 
boat Vith two men and a woman on 
board, labouring haitt to bear up 
against a tremendous sea. He suc- 
ceeded in getting them on board of 
the liatona, and they were landed at 
Greenock. The story of this frail 
bark, of about 13 feet keel, and her 
worn-out crew, is no less remarkable 
than it is interesting. Samuel Adam- 
son, master of the bopt, proceeded 
from his abode in Orkney, with lob- 
sters, for Mr Davidson, in Sfromness, 
on Friday the 7th ult. accompanied 
by John Sinclair and his wife. After 
delivering their fish, they set out 
from Stf omness on the evening of the 
same d^y, directing their course to 
their native haven, but were soon en- 
veloped in a most impenetrable fog, 
by which they lost every trace of the 
land; and the wind having shifteil 
during the night, they were carried 
by the tide through the Pentland 
Frith, which changed their course to 
quite an opposite direction. About 
seven p. m. of Saturday, they were 
picked up by Prussian ship, bound- 
to Wexford, in Ireland, with timber 
—then 40 miles out of sight of land 
in the North Sea. They remained 
eight days on board, till, at Adam- 
son's own request, he was turned off 
between the north of Ireland and the 
Mull of Kintyre, with the intention 
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of landing on the letter coasts where 
t^iey were picked up by the Latona, 
when in imminent danger of perish- 
ing. • 

United States.— Death op Me 
Adams and Mr Jefferson. — New 
York papers received at Liverpool 
to the Sth ult. by the ship Leeds, 
Captain Stotjdard, announce the death 
of John Adams, the successor of 
General Washington a#President Of 
the United States, and father of John 
Quincy Adams, the present Pr^pt- 
deut. Mr Adams was in the 92d 
year of his age. — Letters by the same 
conveyance also announce the death 
of Thomas Jefferson, the President 
•for eight yeass after Mr Adams. It 
is a most remarkable circumstance, 
that these distinguished statesmen 
died on the 4th July, the anniversary 
of American independence, and pre- 
cisely fifty years from the day on 
which they affixed their signatures 
to that important declaration. 

At the Exeter Assize^on the 27th, 
William Henry Ems, shopman to a 
Mrs Newman, a grocer and cheese- 
monger of that city, was tried on va- 
rious indictments for stealing money 
and goods from her and her late hus- 
band, (whom he had served many 
years,) and declared guilty. It 
was stated out of court, dial? when 
the prisoner was apprehended, in 
September last, a sum exceeding 
7000/. was found in his boxes and 
trunks. There was 1000/. in gold 
and silver in one box, and rolls of 
bank notes, from 1000/. down in ano- 
then Those who knew him thought 
those boxes contained ores and mi- 
nerals, in which the prisoner affected 
to be very curious. The money is 
' now lodged at a banker's, and will, 
in all probability, beuome the sub- 
ject of future litigation between the 
Corporation, the Dean and Chapter, 
and Mrs Newman, whom many con- 


ceive to have the best right to it. The 

case^excited intense local interm^ 
Thunder Storm. — A thunder 
storm fell on the 30th over many 
parts of the country, which did con* 
siderable injury. In Danbury Park^ 
Essex, the electric fluid struck a 
large oak tree standing by the side of 
the great road ; the bark was strip* 
ped off, and the tree shivered in a 
surprising manSier. An elm tree 
near was also much injured. At In- 
gatestone, the electric matter was re- 
markably forked, and the thunder 
resembled the rattling of artillery^ 
Mr Coverdale, of Ingatestone Hall, 
had a very narrow escape. He was 
measuring timber in a wood belong- 
ing to Lord Petre, and had just left 
a large tree under which he had been 
sheltering, when it was shivered to 
pieces. Two trees were also much 
damaged at Bottsbury.~ At Maldon, 
as a young man, son of Mr Demaid, 
of South House, was stacking wheat 
with his father, a flash of lightning 
struck Jhim, and he called out, Oh, 
ray eyes !" He worked for a very 
few moments after this, and then fell 
upon his back, as if dead ; his dis- 
tressed parent, with some of the la- 
bourers, lifted him up, under a full 
conviction of his being a corpse, and 
carried him home. After some time 
he recovered, but in complete dark- 
ness. The poor lad remains in this 
gloomy state, and without even a hope 
of riSturning sight : he, however, be- 
gins to feel somewhat more cheerful, 
and bis medical *attendants flatter 
him with a chance of the restoration 
of atf least one eye. The spire of 
Raundschurcb, inNorthamptonshire, 
was strudk by the electric fluid, and 
instantly fell with a dreadful crash ; 
considerable injury was also done to 
other parts of tne church ; the whole 
of the damage is estimated at 2000/. 
At Grimsby, Lincolnshire, Mr Tho- 
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masWatdaK britkmaker, was knock** 
ed down by the lightning, whilst 
crdssing a street ; it scorched his face 
and caused it to swell, deprived him 
of the use of his right arm, and ren* 
dered him speechless for some mi- 
nutes after the shock,— A^ large corn 
mill belonging to Mr Thimbleby, of 
East Kirby, was also struck by the 
lightning, which sh^tered the mill- 
sail to pieces, and totally destroyed 
a sack of flour, which stood near the 
door of the mill. The miller, who 
was present at the time, fortunately 
escaped without farther injury tlian 
a scorched face. 

AUGUST. 

2d,~LoNDON.— The execution of 
Charles Butcher, for sheep-stealing, 
took place on Wednesday morning 
in the Old Bailey. His behaviour 
was penitent; but he declared his 
innocence to the last, of the crime 
for which he was about to suffer. 
He, however, acknowledged.that he 
had been guilty of many crimes de- 
serving the punishment of death. 

Nottingham, 4th.— Smith, alias 
Shepherd, and Milnes, alia^ Pointer, 
were executed on Friday at Notting- 
ham Jail, for robbing the shop of 
Mr Clifton, of Bingham, of a large 
quantity of drapery goods, and also 
tor breaking into and robbing the 
shop of Anne and John Wheat, at 
Rampton, and stealing thereobt a 
cart-load of drapery goods, value 
nearly L.200. Both prisoners ac- 
knowledged the justice of their sen- 
tence, and showed every contrition 
for their past misconduct. 

PiTLEssiis, 4th. — An unusual sen- 
nation was occasioned in this village, 
this afternoon, when the lifeless body 
€ff Robert Graham, familiarly known 
by the term “ Laird," was discovered 
suspended in liis own stable. For 
some weeks past this well-known in** 
7 


dividual has been consideriMl as 
bouring under great depression of 
spirits, and occasional ablations of 
mind ; he had been seen frequently 
shedding tears without any apparent 
reason, and wandering into the fields 
without aim or object. Under these 
circumstances, there can be little 
doubt, that hb unfortunaj^e death was 
accomplished in^a fit of mental aber- 
rSition. Hi# funeral took place in 
his own burial-ground, in the church 
of«Cults, upon Sab1>ath last, and it 
was truly gratifying, as well as indi- 
cative of the liberal and improved 
feeling of the age, to observe the nu- 
merous and respectable attendance 
on this occasion. He^iied with the* 
blessing of the poor upon his head, 
and few individuals have acted their 
part as a neighbour, and as a land- 
lord, in a more kindly and accom- 
modiating manner. His death will 
be a severe loss to many. 

Netheblands* — Brussels papers 
state, that aUAtholic priest had been 
condemned, by the tribunal oflVlaes- 
tricht, to five years' imprisonment, 
and a fine of 25000 francs, for ob- 
taining money by pretending to cure 
persons suffering under the effects of 
witchcraft. He appealed to the 
court at Brussels ; and his advocate 
pleadbd,^that hb belief in witchcraft 
was genuine, and borne out by the 
ritual of the church, of which ex- 
orcism for witchcraft" forms a part. 
Notwithstanding this authority, how- 
ever, the sentence of the inferior 
court was confirmed. 

^ The King of the Netherlands has 
given 20,000 florins towards rebuild- 
ing St Paul's, at Rome. The Pope, 
in acknowledging the princely dona- 
tion, hopes that Roman Catholics* 
might be equally liberal if Protestant 
churches had to he rebuilt. 

South America. — Bogota.— 
(Extract of a private letter.)— We 
have learnt here this very day, that 
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(^he famous lake Guatavita has been 
completely drained ; and consequent* 
ly the agents* of Captain Charles 
Cochrane, df the English Admiralty, 
and other persons interested in this 
great enterprise, have set out in great 
haste to receive in person their re- 
spective shares of the immense wealth 
which it is ^xpected will be recover- 
ed from the bottom of the lake. An 
emerald of immense Ulagnitude hks 
been already dis^vered, inclosed in a 
large figure of pure ^oid, with a gceat 
number of golden images, near the 
banks of the lake. You will be, no 
doubt, curious to learn the history of 
this celebrated lake. It is as fol- 
lows: — Befose the conquest of this 
country by the Spaniards, there were 
about two thousand inhabitants un- 
der the dominion of the Cacique, or 
Ciiief of Guatavita, who resided in a 
large city, and kept on foot an ariWy 
of 40,000 men. He was much be- 
loved by all his neighbouring tribes, 
who, in exchange for wheat and 
other*’ provisions, gave him great quan- 
tities of gold dust and precious 
stones, particularly emeralds. The 
lake is situated on the summit of a 
hill, about ten thousand feet above 
the surface of the sea, and this 
mountain is reputed by the natives 
as the residence of their tutelar deity, 
to whom they used to make offerings 
twice a-year ; on which occasion, the 
('acique, all the chiefs, and spch of 
the inhabitants as accompanied him, 
after the performance of certain so- 
lemn ceremonies, were in the habit of 
throwing, to as great a distance as 
they could, immense riches into this 
lake, supposing that they thereby 
made atonement for all the sins of 
which they had been guilty the pre- 
ceding six months. 

According to calculations made by 
a learned man named Kier, who has 
carefully examined all the documents 
which be could procure, respecting 
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the lake, it is supposed that thejr 
must have buried tnere, both in gold 
'^and precious stones, to the amount of 
28 milliara of francs. At the con- 
quest of the place, by the Spaniards, 
the natives were so cruelly persecu- 
ted on account of their gold, that the^ 
threw all thff^ remainder of their 
wealth into the lake. We are as- 
sured that the Cacique alone threw 
asjmuch gold dust as fifteen persons 
could carry, into it. The Spaniards 
made several attempts to drain the 
lake, and had got within fourteen 
feet of the bottom, when the banks 
fell in, but they had then found a 
quantity of gold images, and they 
sent to Madrid an emerald valued at 
100,000 dollars. Since that period 
nothing had, been done till the ar- 
rival of Captain Cochrane here, about 
three years ago. He formed a com- 
pany to drain it. The success of 
the enterprise induced government 
to send a strong detachment of troops 
to surround the lake, and prevent 
the company from being deprived of 
the immenSb treasures which they 
expect to find immediately at the 
bottom. Besides having the largest 
shpe in this speculation, Captain 
Cochrane is interested in two silver 
mines, which are now being explored, 
witli great hopes of advantage ; and 
he has also a third of the proceeds of 
a great copper mine in the valley of 
Arroa. This mine is the most sin- 
gular, and the richest in the world. 
It is an immense copper mountain, 
capable of supplying the wants of all 
the world. The produce ii more 
thair» 60 per cent, whilst the English 
mines do not return more than 10 
jier cent. The company, which con- 
sists principally of Captain Cochrane 
and different branches of his family, 
is now embarking from Porto Cabello, 
with immense quantities of unwrought 
copper, to be transported into Eng- 
land, where it is tq be manufactured. 
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The copper is reckonjed the purest 
that has been ever known ; and has 
been used in casting alj; the artillery « 
cannon now at Cadiz. 

7th. — LiVERrooi*.— » Dbeadful 
Accident.— Between twelve and one 
o^clock, the large warehouse^ com- 
monly known by the name of Pool's 
warehouse, consisting of seven sto- 
ries, at the corner on the west side 
of Lydia Ann StreeV suddenly i^pll 
down with a tremendous crash. For- 
tunately it was dinner time, other- 
w ise it IS probable that, being a bond- 
ed warehouse, occupied with pro- 
perty, principally cotton and linseed, 
belonging to a number of persons in 
the various rooms, the consequences 
might have been morci fetal than 
there is at present cause to appre- 
hend. Two children killed by 
the falling of the warehofise upon the 
two adjoining small houses in Lydia 
Ann Street, and a third is supposed 
to be in the ruins. A youpg woman, 
aged about 20, their smt^r, and a 
hoy, aged 10 years, were, extr^jeated 
from the ruins, but very^nuch brui- 
sed ; the latter with bis head frac- 
tured. They were taken to the In- 
firmary, and hopes are enj;ertained of 
their recovery. T wo men who w^re 
employed in sinking a foundation on 
the west side, immediately adjoining 
the warehouse, were covered in the 
ruins ; one of them was, by great ex- 
ertions, happily got out ipJive, but 
with severe contusions; the other, 
although partly visible,, could not be 
taken out until near six o'clock, and 
his app|arance indicated his death to 
have been immediate. Some other 
persons were slightly hurt in passing, 
by the falling of the materials. The 
sad catastrophe is supposed to have 
taken place from the gre^ weight of 
property in the warehouse, which 
was newly built, and wniph not, ha- 
ying had sufficient time settle, was 


ID gome degree weakened by the ad- 
joining excavation. 

Farther ParticularSt-^li appears 
that three children have been* taken 
^diit of the ruins of the house adjoin- 
"^ing, the roof of which was carried in 
by the walls of the warehouse. A 
man, his wife, and a child, have been 
also dug out of the ruins ; the wife 
and child had brought the husband's 
dinner; and they were dining to- 
getlier, when they were hurried into 
etejpity at the same instant. Two 
other men have also been taken from 
among the heap. From the situation 
of the mass, no doubt but the upper 
tier of vaults are broken in, and pro- 
bably the other tier may be injured. 
The loss will be very heavy, and 
where it will fall is at present un- 
known. 

Dublin, 7th.— Distress inDub- 
Lip. — In consequence of a resolution, 
which was entered into on Saturday 
last, by the Relief Committee, from 
the scantiness of the funds in their 
possession, to reduce the w^aghs of 
the unfortunate weavers, who have 
been employed in making roads in 
the vicinity of Dublin, to sixpence per 
day, many hundreds of them assem- 
bled this day, in the neighbourhood 
of the Circular road, and came in a 
body into 'the city : they made a for- 
midable, but, at the same time, a most 
affecting and melancholy appearance ; 
many pf them held their squalid 
childi'en by the hand, and poverty 
and despondency to sucli an extent 
was depicted in their countenances, 
as to be sufficient to excite the com- 
miseration of any person. In pass- 
ing throu^ Westmoreland Street, 
&c. to tlie Royal Exchange, they dis- 
tributed a printed handbill to the fol- 
lowing effect Fellow Citizens — 
Do not be the least surprised at see- 
ing so many of your poor fellow citi- 
zens rambling through your strcct^^.. 
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in order to ask, whether you have 
ven your sanction for us, poor road- 
makers, to be reduced from one shil- , 
ling to sixpence per day ? Give us 
bread for our children ; so of the twili 
evils, choose the least ; for, rely ov^ 
it, we will billet them where there is 
something to eat/* Between two and 
^ee o’clock, they arrived at the 
Royal Exffliange. About half past 
four, there being nb answer givei>to 
their memorial, they became impa- 
tient. About five o*clock, they be- 
gan to depart from the Exchange in 
different parties ; some of them wjnt 
up Usher's Quay, and forced open a 
bakery; others adopted the same 
course to g§t provisions in Thomas 
Street, Francis Street, the Coombe, 
Meath Street, 6rc. ; but the largest 
number assembled in Jameses Street, 
and with stones or brick-bats attack- 
ed the bakery of Mr Manders. Fjpur 
of them were, in different places, 
taken into custody. 

CKifEMONY AT Leith of Driving 
T ii^: First Pile of the Exten- 
sion Piers. • 

Edinburgh, 15ih. 

Since the landing of his Majesty 
at Leith, yesterday four years, the 
town of Leith has not psesQnted so 
animating a scene as it witi^essed 
yesterday at the above ceremony. 
At an early hour the royal standard 


was hoisted at the Naval Yard, and 
on the Custom House ; and the stand- 
ard* of Scotland, a lion rampant in 
a field of gold, was displayed from 
the staff of the Signal House. The 
^ips in the harbour and docks, and 
the different vessels in the roads, in- 
cluding the United Kingdom steam- 
packet, were gaily decorated with 
dags, some of them with holly bushes 
and evergreens, while the light-house 
add store-house yachts boasted a pro- 
fusion of streamers and pendants. 
The arrangements were very com- 
plete, and reflected much credit on 
those concerned. Access was given 
to the pier by a temporary platform 
entering from the Sands, and two 
rows of seating were formed along 
the pier for the accommodation of 
spectators. These benches were 
cniedy occupied by elegantly dressed 
females ; and all along the outer wall 
of the docks, fronting the sea, on the 
bridges, and on every eminence, a 
vast concoursi of people were plant- 
ed. At half past ten o’clock, the 
diffei%nt gublic bodies, composing 
the procession, began to assemble in 
the Assembly Rooms, Leith ; and, 
after being marshtllcd under the su- 
perintendence of Sir Patrick Walker, 
usher of the White Rod, and Mr 
Murray of the Theatre Royal, (part 
of the quay lined by a party of the 
25th regiment,) they moved off in 
the following order: — 


Band of the 7th Hussars. 

Officers of the High Constables of Edinburgh. 

Moderator. • 

High Constables of Edinburgh. 

The Lord Provost and Magisfrates of Edinburgh, 

Ushered by their Sword and Mace, and attended by the Council and other usual 
State, and by such of the Dock Commissioaers fs were not engaged in other of- 
ficial situations. 

.Magistrates of Leith, with their usual attendants. 

Magistrates of Canongate, in similar state. 

Officers of the Navy and Army, and other Persons invited to the Ceremony. 

The Bible. 

Junior Clergyman. Senior Clergyman. 

Corn, Wine, mid Oil. 
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Superintendent of the Docks. 

Engineer, ividi the I'lang of the intended Clerk of the Dock Commissioners, witli 
nvork. ' ^ the Act of Parliament. 

Band of the 25th R^ment. 

Officers and Men belonging to the Docks. 

Officers and Men Naval Yard. 

Commissioners and other Officers of the Revenue Department. 

The Office-bearers and Brethren of the Trinity-House. 

Office-bearers and Members of the Corporation of Maltmen. 
Office-bearers and Members of the Trades. 

Office-bearers and Members of the Corporation of the Traffickers dr Merchant 

Company. 

• Band. 

Society of Shipowners. r 

Society of Carpenters. 

Moderator of the High and Special Constables of liCith. 

High and Special Constables. 


AI)out a quarter to twelve, the 
procession reached the extremity of 
the pier, where the platform for the 
ceremony of driving the pile of the 
extension pier was erected. The 
platform was occupied by the Lord 
Provost and Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, the Bailies of Leith and Canon- 
gate, Commissioners «f the Docks, 
t^c. After the parties had taken 
their stations, a prayer was offered 
up by Mr Grant, one of the ministers 
of Leith. After w^^ich, a very fine 
anthem was playad hy the band of 
the 7th hussars. When the business 
of producing the Act of Parliament, 
^c. had been finished, the Lord Pro- 
vost made a suitable address to those 
assembled, on the great importance 
of the undertaking. 

His Lordship then proceeded to 
the driving of the pile, which took 
place at ten minutes past twelve. 
A fter pouring on the wine, oil, &c. 
his Lordship said-— 

May the bountiful hand of Hea- 
ven ever supply this country with 
abundance of corn, wine, and oil, and 
all the necessaries and comforts of 
life," 

The band then struck up tlie 
King's Anthem, and this part of the 
ceremony concluded amidst the ring- 
ing of bells, the firing of a salute 


from the carronades planted along 
the quays, and the lofid huzzas of 
the surrounding multitude. 

After this ceremony was conclu- 
ded, which was at half past twelve, 
the Lord Provost and Magistrates, 
thfe Magistrates of Leith and Canon- 
gate, the Members of the Leith Dock 
Commission, the Members of the Tri- 
nity-House and Shipowners, anci the 
High Constables of Edinburgh, ac- 
companied by the excellent band of 
the hussars, embarked, at the royal 
landing place, on board the Tug 
|j;eam-boat, which sailed with them, 
amid the huzzaing of the multitude, 
(the handball the time, playing fa- 
vourite'" national airs,^ out to the 
roadis, round the United Kingdom 
ste,am-packet, (being cheered the 
crews of the different vessels iii the 
roads as they passed them,) and back 
towards the north end of the new wet 
dock, where the other public bodies, 
composing the procession, had as- 
sembled. The Rapid Newcastle 
steam-packet, filled with beauty and 
fashion, accompanied the T ug in this 
excursion. The Lord Provost and 
Magistrates, acvjorapanied by several 
of the Commission, then descended 
into a barge, about 200 yards from 
the shore, to attend the ceremony of 
driving tlie first pile of the west or 
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Government pier, when his Lordship 
ftiade a suitable address to Mr Day, 
one of the Nai(al Commissioners, and 
Superintendent of the King’s Dock, 
to which Mr Day replied. 

The first pile of the Government*^ 
pier was then driven in, which was 
conducted with the same solemnities, 
atjd accompanied by the same de- 
monstrations of joy as the driving of 
the first pile of the Other pier. • 

Those in the barge then returned 
into the Tug, vHiich sailed into the 
harbour, amid the renewed acclafna- 
tions of the people on shore. The 
party laitded at the end of the Cus- 
tom House, and met the other bodies 
. at the wet ^ocks ; when the whole 
returned, in reversed order, to the 
Exchange Buildings ; when those in 
advance opened up, allowing the Lord 
Provost and Magistrates, Magistrates 
of Leith, and High Constables'** of 
Edinburgh to enter; ilhich, when 
they had done, the rest followed. 
The Lord Provost stood at the head 
of the room, surrounded by the Ma- 
gi 8 trat 9 S of Edinburgh and Leith. 
When all were assembled, he ad- 
vanced towards the centre, and con- 
gratulated those present upon the 
great order and regularity with which 
the business of the day had been con- 
ducted, and expressed his warmest 
wishes that the work they had been 
engaged in might be a lasting and 
signal benefit to the Port of Leith 
and City of Edinburgh. The com- 
pany then separated. 

The weather, at the commence- 
ment of those imposing ceremonies, 
was favourable, and continued so till 
the party embarked in the fug, when 
the rain fell in jtorrents. 

A boat race followed ; but, OAving 
to the unfavourable^ state of the 
weather, excited little* interest. 

1 6th. — EniNBtTllOH Ex ECUTl ON. 

— This morning Andrew Fullarton 
was executed at the head of Libbt^r- 
ton’s Wynd, for the rob})evv of Jnnir? 


Hunter, cowfeeder, St Leonard’s 
Street, Edinburgh, on the high road 
betVeen Edinburgh and Dalkeith, on 
the night of the I8th of April last. 
His fate, owing to his youth, and to 
an opinion tliat he was the least guil- 
ty of the three by whom the robbery 
was perpetrated, had excited a deep 
and general interest. He was a quar- 
rier in Gilmerton, a village noted for 
the number of malefactors it has pro- 
dSced, and was not more than 22 
years of age. He was a man of rather 
weak mind, as most criminals are, 
and deplorably ignorant, Since his 
conviction, however, he diligently 
applied himself to the study of the 
Scriptures, and, aided by the clergy- 
men and other pious persons who at- 
tended him, he succeeded at length 
in acquiring a tolerable knowledge of 
the great truths of religion. His con- 
duct was all along penitent, and every 
way becoming, though, for a long 
time, the love of life displayed itself 
in often-repeated inquiries made by 
him at the turnkeys, whether any an- 
swer liad been received from Lon- 
don to an application he had for- 
warded for mercy. It is believed, 
that the news of the apprehension of 
hn supposed associate, Reid, had 
somehow been communicated to him ; 
and that a notion that the bolt of 
justice should and might he avert- 
ed from his head and made to de- 
scend on that of Reid, hatl inspi- 
red him with false expectations. A 
M^eek ago, however, hope complete- 
ly deserted him^ and he prepared 
for his fate with the most devout rc- 
sigtyition. He was frequently visited 
by^^several of his xelations, to whom 
he acknowledged he had been a great 
sinner, and whom he earnestly coun- 
selled to amend whatever was amiss 
in their conduct. When visited, on 
Monday last, by his wife, (an inte- 
resting and Avell-behaved young wo- 
man, who has one child, the fruit 
of llieir marriage,) lie ti>ld her h» 
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^jrieve not for him, adding, with that 
dangetous and unbecoming certainty 
of divine forgiveness which marks 
the behaviour of too many criminals* 
in their dying moments, " that be 
knew he was going to exchange a state 
of sin and misery for one of perfect 
bliss.” Even till so late as Monaay, he 
continued to assert his innocence of 
any concern in the robbery, though 
he admitted he had shared in the as* 
sault. This is just one of the nuifi- 
berl ess instances of criminals deceiving 
themselves, and attempting todeceive 
others, regarding the extent of their 
guilt, for no human being who heard 
the evidence can doubt, that at least 
he knew at the time the object of the 
assaull to be robbery, and became an 
approver of all that was done. Yes- 
terday morning, the upper turnkey 
found him in a more cheerful state 
than he had ever seen him in. At five 
o’clock yesterday evening, he was vi- 
sited by his wife, a brother, a sister- 
in-law, and another relation. There 
was great composure on Fullarton's 
part, deep and ill-suppressed afiguish 
on the other. At parting with his 
wife and sister-in-law, Fiillarton’s 
firmness was overpowered. He shed 
tears, but they were tears of ijensibi- 
lity, not of cowardice. Last night he 
was removed in a coach to the Lock- 
up-house. He employed the time he 
was in prison (excepting three hours, 
during w hich he slept soundly) in de- 
votion. Early in the morning he was 
waited upon bv the Rev. Dr Gordon, 
and the Rev. Mr Porteous, who paid 
him every attention due to his situa- 
tion. The magistrates, Bailies Bpnar 
and Anderson, hav|pg arrived, and the 
usual preparations been made, the pro- 
cession began to move up thh wynd 
at half past eight o’clock. On reach- 
ing the scaffold, a psalm was given 
out and sung ; after which Dr Gor- 
don prayed most fervently. During 
the prayer, the criminal appeared ex- 
ceedingly faint, and at the close of 


it spoke some time to both the reve-' 
rend gentlemen. He partially renews 
ed hik composure, and was then placed 
on the drop, and the noose be^ng fix- 
ed round his neck, and the cap ad- 
justed, he prayed so as to be audible 
to those around tfie scaffold. The ex- 
clamations of Oh dear 1” and Oh 
Cbd f' were more distinctly heard. 
At length he prepared to give the sig- 
nal, paused, and then dropped it. 
The effort was too much for the state 
of his feelings, for he< fainted, and fell 
towards one side as the drop de- 
scended. His struggles were very 
brief. The crowd was immense. 

Scottish Univkhsities. — We 
understand it has of late years been 
in agitation to make inquiry into the 
system of education in our univer- 
sities. It has been #uppo6ed that, 
owing to the want of an efficient su- 
pei^ntendence, the management in 
various detriments of study may 
not have tended to advance the inte- 
rests of science and letters to the ex- 
tent that could be wished, and tliat 
a commission for inquiHng into an<l 
reporting on <the constitution and di- 
rection of those valuable and national 
institutions might be extremely use- 
ful. 

The King is vested with a power to 
issue such a commission, which power, 
though frequent commissions were 
issued in ancient times, has not been 
exercised for upwards of a century. 
It is not surprising, therefore, from 
the want of this exercise, that an 
idea should be entertained that the 
changes and enlightenment of mo- 
dern times may call for corresponding 
changes in establishments^of so an- 
cient a constitution ar our colleges ; 
and we are sure n^ody wishes it 
more than the learned professors 
themselves. 

It will be in the recollection of 
our readers, that some time ago a 
dispute originated betwixt the Town 
Council and the Profes'^ors of the 
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College of Edinbiirgli, or technically, 
tlie Senatus Acadomicus of the Col- 
legCf respecting the expediency of 
making it imperative on the students 
applying for medical degrees to at- 
tend a course of midwifery. The ex- 
pediency of admitting such a course 
m the curriculum of study was ad- 
mitted by both parties, but unfortu- 
nately, thc^ differed as to the time 
when the rule should be made impe- 
rative. The Town Council thereupon 
made a visi(;atioa, in form, to the Se- 
natus Academicus, in the exercise of 
the right which that corporation 
claimed for directing a proper curri- 
culum, and the Senatus Academicus, 
declining to acknowledge the Validity 
of such powSrt applied to the Crown 
for a Royal Visitation, or a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry. 

The Crown has accordingly issued 
one, embracing not only the Univ^- 
sity in which such dispute arose, but 
all the other colleges of Scotland ; 
and the Commissioners, who are to 
have- their first meeting on the Slst 
current, in ttte College of Edinburgh, 
consist of the following noblemen 
and gentlemen, all officim characters, 
in whom the country has the fullest 
confidence, and we cannot but con- 
gratulate our readers and the coun- 
try in general, upon the^judgraent 
and propriety with which the selec- 
tion has been made ^ 

Right Hon. I.ord Viscount Mel- 
ville, Chancellor of the College of St 
Andrews ; his Grace the Duke of 
Montrose, Chancellor of the College 
of Glasgow ; his Grace the Duke of 
Gordon, Chancellor of King's Col- 
lege, Aberdeen ; most noble the Mar- 
quis of Huntly, Chancellor of Ma- 
rischal College, Aberdeen ; Eight Hon. 
theEarl of Aberdeen ; Right Hon. the 
Earl of Rosebery ; Right Hon, Lord 
Binning ; Right Hon. the Lord Pre- 
sident of tfie Court of Session ; Right 
Hon. the Lord Advocate of Scot- 


land ; Right Hon. the Lord Justice 
Clerk of Scotland ; Right Hon. the 
Loiii Chief Baron of Scotland ; Right 
Hon. the Lord Chief Commissioner 
of the Jury Court; the Hon. Lord 
Pitmilly ; the Hon. Lord Gillies ; the 
Hon. Baron Hume; The Solicitor- 
General *of Scotland ; The Dean of 
the Faculty of Advocates ; Dr Taylor, 
Moderator of the General Assemoly ; 
Dr Cook, Moderator of last General 
Assembly. 

At Leeds, on Thursday last, Charles 
Stewart, a wandering mendicant, in 
a fit of passion, produced by bugs 
disturbing his repose, rose from the 
bed, and hung himself to a rope sus- 
pended from the ceiling ! His wife 
ran for assistance, but he w^as dead 
before she returned. 

Between one and two o'clock in the 
morning of Sunday last, the officer 
commanding the blockade party, at 
Fort Moncricf, near Hythe, being 
out on duty? heard tlie report of fire 
arms, as a signal for a smuggler be- 
ing on the coast ; and proceeding to 
the spot, accompanied by three of his 
men, they discovered a very long gal- 
ley, attended by a large party of 
smugglers, working her cargo of con- 
ti^aband goods. A brisk firing in- 
stantly commenced, duringwhich two 
of the smugglers fell ; one of whom 
was seized by the officer. Lieutenant 
Johnson, but he was overpowered by 
numbers, until released by bis party ; 
and on renewing the contest, the 
smugglers retreated into the marsh 
with their goods, leaving behind them 
14 tubs of Spirits, and a man named 
Bushel], severely wounded ; two of 
the^io^ade men were also wounded, 
one of them so siiriously, as to lo^e 
littiil bop^f his recovery. Just after 
the smugmers retreated. Lieutenant 
Westbrook came up with his party, 
and pursued tbem into the marshes, 
whese he found three muskets they 
had abandoned, and a half anker. 
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throogh which a ball had passed, in 
such a direction, that if the person 
carrying it escaped the shot, it must 
hare been by a miracle* The prison- 
er's wound being in the knee, has 
rendered amputation necessary abore 
that joint. 

Fkvbk in Dublin.— The fever, 
we regret to state,, is . every day ex- 
tending ; the hospitals, and even the 
temporary sheds fitted up for the re- 
ception of patients, are all full, be- 
sides which, we understand that SCO 
fever patients are lying in their own 
rooms, from the impossibility of ac- 
commodating them in any of the hos- 
pitals. The fever as yet is confined 
to the working classes ; but an epi- 
demic and very contagious dysentery 
prevails generally throughout the city ; 
we have not, however^ heard of any 
instance of its terminating fatally* The 
Lord Lieutenant, with the prompt- 
ness and humanity which mark his 
government of Ireland has taken 
every means to arrest the progress of 
the malady, and to afford additional 
accommodation for tike persons suf- 
fering under it. Tents, camp^equi- 
pages, and booths, furnished by the 
Ordnance Department, have been 
employed to receive those which tljiC 
hospitals and dispensaries could not 
take in ; but such are the numbers of 
the infected persons, that the Old 
Nunnery in King Street, which bad 
been fitted up as a temporary hospi- 
tal, and contains many wards, was 
filled with patients in one houTf We 
fear that the cause of this Visitation 
is to be traced to the prevalence of 
distress, and want of food ; the only 
effectual mode, therefore, of arrest- 
ing its progressf will be found in those 
measures which have for their object 
the alleviation of the one, and pro- 
viding the other. 

We learn frona the Cork Southern 
Reporter, that the city of Corh* is in 
a stale of unparalleled distress. 


Duhl« — ^A n affair of honour took 
place, on the I8th, close to Cowee 
Castle, between the Earl of Glengall 
and Lord William Lennox. The no- 
ble Earl was attended by Colonel An- 
son, and the gallant Lord by his bro- 
ther officer, Liett Gordon of the 
Blues* The cause of dispute was 
an accusation made against Lord 
William. Lennox, that he is a contri- 
butor to *'The Age," a London week- 
ly newspaper, which, by its constant 
publication of tales cof spindal and 
scumlity, is greatly annoying to the 
feelings of individuals and families in 
the higher classes of society* Lord 
Glen^Il had expressed his convic- 
tion m *the truth of this accusation> 
and, upon request, refuted to retract 
his opinion. Lord William sent his 
friend to demand for him the usual 
satisfaction of a gentleman. A meet- 
ing was immediately appointed, and 
an exchange of shots took place, with- 
out doing any personal injury ; the 
seconds then declared that enough had 
been done by both parties, and the 
principals left the grourMfi without ex- 
planation, or Jiaving had an/ direct 
communication with each other in the 
affair . — Hampshire Telegraph. 

Extraoroinarv Proceeding — 
Riot IN a Roman Catholic Chapel. 
— -The laje Roman Catholic rector 
of Birr" was an infirm old man, and 
his business was discharged by a cu- 
rate of the name of Crotty, for a con- 
siderable time. Of the character of 
the latter you may form an idea, when 
1 tell you he has undergone an impri- 
sonment, within the last 12 months, 
in a common jail, for a violent and 
aggravated assault on a peaceable and 
inoffensive man* The cud rector has 
retired on a superannuated salary, 
and the bishop gave the living toMr 
Kennedy, later Roman Catholic rec- 
tor of Lurrah, who, either disliking 
Crotty 's character, or wishing to dis- 
charge the duty himself, gave Crotty 
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notice to c]uit; this tlie latter per- 
emptorily refused, and the bishop, 
to quiet him, gave him a small living 
in Limerick, to which he went How- 
ever, th^ Birr ladies, after a short 
trial of Kennedy, not finding him 
equal to Crotty, swore they would« 
not have any but the latter, and no 
wonder. Kennedy is a little fat man, 
Crotty a st'iapping able fellow, six 
feet one inch, and shoulders in pro- 
portion. Kennedy thundered, Crotty 
laughed at his pigmy eifortSt and the 
parish echoed it The bishop siss- 
pended Crotty ; the latter peri^med 
mass better than ever ; things went 
on in this manner for two months ; 
at length Kennedy was^d pugntfcftms, 
and, on Sundhy week, attempted to 
storm the altar, vi et armis* Kennedy 
immediately issued a proclamation, 
denouncing Crotty and his men. A 
man, named Simmons (under the 
auspices of an attorney, named Cooke ) 
answered it, threatening the ven- 
cance of the law on Kennedy and 
is fripnds. But on yesterday morn- 
ing the crisis arrived. The first mass 
was celebrated by Crqtty, without 
interruption ; but when the second 
was commencing, a carriage drove up 
to the chapel door, containing Lm'd 
llosse, the Homan Catholic bishop, 
and Kennedy ; at the samq time the 
66th regiment, under Major *Baird, 
(Colonel Nicol was at church,) ap- 
proached from the barracks ; the town 
police, under Captain Fearnlough, 
came from Birr ; and along the Ken- 
nely road advanced another b<rfy of 
police, under Major Judge, who nead- 
ed the crusade at Mountmellick ; Mr 
Crotty retired from the altar, the bi- 
shop advanced, and the people were 
quiet, till they found he was ex- 
communicating Crotty by bell, book, 
and candie-ligiit ; intaediately the 
hisses and groans were deafening; 
the bishop paused — the signal was 
given, and, in an instant, two hun- 


dred soldiers, with fixed bayonets, en- 
tered the chapel, and in all probability 
saved his life. The people became 
outrageous, and the soldiers and po<* 
lice took the most refractory prison- 
ers, though not without great exer- 
tion. The bishop then formally am) 
regularly excommunicated Crotty, 
and, imiiler a strong guard, return- 
ed to flie Castle. 1 suppose, not less 
than 10,000 people assembled, and 
they unanimously expressed their de- 
termination never to pay Kennedy 
sixpence. The same guard will be 
necessary every Sunday, as Crotty is 
determined not to give up. — A strong 
guard was kept through the town 
and neighbourhood, and it was a late 
hour before the mob were finally dis- 
persed; 

20th.— ‘EniNDiTBGH — F ire.— T his 
morning, a fire broke out in the sunk 
flat of a house in Home Street, near 
Lochrin distillery, which was attend- 
ed with fatal consequence^. TJie 
alarm was given about half past 
twelve o'clock ; and with that promp- 
titude «nd dispatch which now mark 
the operations pf our fire establish- 
ment, the engines were very soon 
after on the spot ; but, unfortunately, 
although a fire-cock is placed in the 
vidnity, there was no water in tlie 
pipes, and half an hour was lost be- 
fore it could be got, by which time 
the fire liad made great havock in the 
sunk and street stories, both of which 
are nearly destroyed. The furniture 
of the other flats was also much da- 
maged in the hurry of removal, and 
the poor people to whom it chiefly 
belonged, (the house being mostly 
let in small apartments,) have also 
to complain of the cupidity of some 
wretches, ^ho, taking advantage of 
the confusion, atid under the pre- 
tence^f rendering humane assistance, 
carried many of their articles olf. — 
But "the most melancholy conse- 
quences of this accident are yet to 
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Restated. A woman named Easton^ a 
widow, we believe, who inhabited 
one of the rooms destroyed, had re- 
turned to it unpcrceived, probably 
with a view to save something, and 
was burnt to death before her situa- 
tion was known to those employed 
in extinguishing the flames. Another 
woman, who leapt from a w^dow, 
had her leg broken, and was carried 
to the Royal Infirmary. 

Van Diemen's Land.— A fil^ of 
the Colonial Times, published at Ho- 
bart Town, to the 7th April last, has 
been received. The magistrates ap- 
pear at length to have resolved on 
the extermination 6f the bush-ran- 
gers, who had for a long time been 
enabled to commit their depredations 
with impunity, and had so far suc- 
ceeded, that, with the exception of 
three, the whole of the principal ones 
had been apprehended and punished. 
The harvest throughout the colony 
is said tb have been an abundant one. 
It was in contemplation to remove 
the seat of government from Hobart 
Town to New Norfolk; but®we do 
not find any motive for the change 
assigned in those papers. Three com- 
missioners bad been appointed to 
make a surf^ey of the whole Island ; 
to apportion it into counties, him- 
dreds, and parishes, and to survey 
and value the lands. By government 
it was directed, that from the ist 
April, all contracts in the colony 
should be in the denomination of 
-sterling money. The prosecution of 
Mr Bent, the printer of the Colonial 
Times, for a libel oh the governmeilft, 
had for a long time occupied the at- 
tention of the colony. On the^29th 
March, Mr Bent oiune forward to re- 
ceive^ the judgment of the Court, 
which was recorded by the Chief 
Justice to be, that Mr Bent be im- 
prisoned three months*»»pay a fine to 
the King of L,200— and enter into 
recognizances for his good behaviour, 


himsdf in L.200 and two sureties in 
L.lOOeach. . 

Dubadful Catast^rophe.— Ho- 
bart Town, March 17*-^It is with 
the most poignant feelings of regret 
we have to announce one of the most 
^nelandioly events which ever occur- 
red m these colonies. About a year 
ago, Captain Wilson, of the Bengal 
army, arrived here, fa| tfce benefit of 
hjs health, which had suffered severe- 
ly from long service in India. A 
few months ago, he^went to reside at 
Kenmore, the estate of Charles Ro- 
bertson, Esq. a Scotch gentleman of 
the first respectability, who arrived 
here^as a settler, with his family, in 
182i."Captai%Wilson came to towm 
a few days ago, and wks observed to 
be in a very melancholy and disor- 
dered state of mind. He returned to 
Kenmore oh Thursday evening. On 
Friday morning, he rose early, and, 
covering himself with ablanket, walk- 
ed into the Derwent, which nearly 
surrounds Mr Robertson's estate, 
forming a peninsula. He returned, 
however, and joined the family at 
breakfast. Shortly afterwards, Mr 
and Mrs R. were in the grounds, 
near the house, when Mrs R. re- 
quested her husband to go into the 
house to Captain Wilson, whose in- 
coherent « language and manner had 
very seriously alarmed her. He did 
so. In a few miniiles, two reports 
were heard, and upon the servants 
going into the dining-room, Mr Ro- 
bertson was found seated on the sofa, 
welt^ing in his blood, having been 
shot dead by Captain Wilson, who 
had discharged one of the barrels of 
bis double gun at Mr Robertson's 
throat; the contents of which had 
passed through the carotid artery, 
and, of course, produced instant 
death. Captain Wilson had dischar- 
ged the other at himself, having, it 
apf^ears, placed the muzzle close un- 
der his chin, the shot blowing aw.'iy 
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[)art of his lower and upper jaw, his 
tongue, his teeth, displacing his left 
eye, and passing^ out at his forehead. 
The appifllmg spectacle can be bet- 
ter imagined than describee^! Cap- 
tfciin Wilson, however, survives; and, 
excepting upon all subjects connect-^ 
cd witli this most dreadful event, 
writes Upon paper with much clear- 
ness and composure. His insanity, 
however, is unquestionable. A Co^ 
roner*8 inquest sat on the lamented 
remains of Mr Robertson, and strange 
to say, returned the following metet 
extraordinary verdict : •— ^ Shot by 
Captain Wilson, who is insane.* 
Major Laing.— We noticed injast 
week’s paper the arrjval of Major 
Laing at Tirflbuctoo.— We are in- 
formed that subsequently to his lea- 
ving Twat, the caravan with-^which 
he was travelling was attacked and 
dispersed by a banditti of barbarous 
Arabs, in which attack the Major 
was unfortunately severely wounded 
in the shoulder, and his servant kill- 
ed. This misfortune will, it is ap- 
prehended, oblige Major Laing to rfe- 
turh again to Tripoli, instead o£ pro- 
secuting his journey down the Niger, 
and solving the great geographical 
problem, the course and termination 
of that celebrated river. The John 
Bull says — We have receivetia pri- 
vate letter via Marseilles, announcing 
the arrival of A4ajor Laing at Tini- 
huctoo. He had been attacked on 
his way to that place, and wounded 
in the shoulder, 1>ut had recovered ; 
his servant was killed. If he Aould 
not meet Captain Clapperton, it is 
his intention to return to Tripoli, in- 
stead of proceeding to the Bight of 
Benin. Major Laing’s ansdety to re- 
• turn to Tripoli is to be accounted 
for, by the fact, that he had married 
a daughter of Mr Wdrrington, the 
Consul there.” 

Lord Cochrane’s Stbam-Ves- 
SKLs. — The two steam-vessels, Kn- 


tci^rise and the Irresistible, in which 
officers of the customs have been pll- 
ced, are now lying within the tiers 
above Deptford Creek — a situation 
which has evidently been selectedl 
for the purpose of avoiding observa- 
tion. On approaching them they 
give the spectator an impression that 
they are of foreign build, being to- 
tally unlike any of the steam-vessels 
hitherto constructed. Their sharp 
angular appearance is one of their 
greatest peculiarities, especially as 
the stern nearly resembles the bow; 
the former differs only in its more 
shark-like appearance, and it is said 
tliat the sharp pohit of the bow is in- 
tended for forcing its way, if neces- 
sary, into the sides of an enemy's 
sliip on an occasion of close quarter. 
They lie low in the water, and are 
thus calculated to come suddenly and 
almost unobserved on the enemy. 
The burden being only 120 tons, 
they of course appear much smaller 
than could be expected from the na- 
ture of the service for winch they 
are destined; but their smallness 
renders them fit for running in and 
out of creeks, and getting into shal- 
low water, where they can throw, 
with impunity, shells into thesea-coast 
towns of the enemy. The draught 
of water is only nine feet, and when 
the guns are in it, will be only ten 
feet. Both vessels are calculated to 
carry from 14 to 16 68-pounders, and 
probably two or three mortars ; for 
in each vessel there is a shell-room, 
and the extraordinary strength and 
siae of the timbers seem to justify 
the ^Itrf that they will be much 
empl^ed in bombardment : The ves- 
sels are about one hundred and fifty 
feet in length, and twenty-five in 
widt!i inihe beam. Each vessel has 
two fifty-horse power steam-engines, 
and it is supposed that die rate at 
which they will travel will equal that 
of the largest steam -vessels. There 
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arc three smalUsized masts for sailing, 
bttt the reliance seems to be placed 
almost exclusively upon their steam 
power* Each vessel will carry from 
50 to 60 hands^, the accommodation 
for whom appears to be of a very li- 
mited description. The officers have 
very small cabins, and that intended 
for the Admiral on board the Enter* 
prise is much smaller than the Cap- 
tain’s cabin in many merchant ves- 
sels. Everything seems to have 
been sacrificed to the warlike and 
important object for which these ves- 
sels were built; but as In warm ’cli- 
mates it is usual for the crew to sleep 
on deck under an awning, the want 
of accommodation below will be less 
sensibly felt. The paddle-boxes are 
of a very peculiar construction. The 
starboard paddle-box contains a dress- 
ing room and bath for the Captain, 
and the larboard paddle-box is con- 
veniently fitted up as a cook’s galley, 
or kitchen. Talcen altogether, the 
appearance of these vessels gives us 
the idea that they ard likely to prove 
the most formidable engines of war- 
fare which even the ingenuity of mo- 
dern times has constructed- 
20th. — Sc A RBOROUGH. — Y ork was 
visited by a long-continued sucoei;- 
sion of flashes of lightning, but we 
are glad to* remark that no serious 
accident occurred there. Scarborough, 
however, was visited the same night 
by one of the most tremendous storms 
of thunder and lightning ever re- 
membered here. The rapid succes- 
sion of the vivid flame immediately 
after the loud peals* of thunder, strucK 
every heart with awe, and made pale 
the most firm and lively counte- 
nance. At length die heavens seem- 
ed to open, apd in the jmmensity 
of flame, which enveloped every in- 
dividual and every object in the 
placet the commission of death assu- 
med its terrors, and the day of gene- 
ral dissolution seemed at hand. It, 


however, passed over; but among 
many less important eflects, it Was 
shortly afterwards discovered that 
the lightning had strdek five indivi- 
duals tQ the ground, who were sit- 
ting together in a private room ; they 
were all dreadfully affected with the 
stroke. Medical assistance was in- 
stantly sent for ; one of them, a re- 
spectable female, aged 29 , the daugh- 
ter of Mr Barker of York, clerk at 
the church of St Maurice, and one of 
the choristers at the Minster, was so 
sefiously affected that she died soon 
after, and her disconsolate relatives 
and friends were yesterday sent for. 
She had been advised to go to Scar- 
borough for the benefit of her health, 
having had a rheumatic fever. The 
others were in a dreadful state, but 
we have not yet heard the final re- 
sult. Scarborough being crowded 
with company at present, this melan- 
choly occurrence has struck a damp 
over every countenance, and is the 
subject of general conversation. Whe- 
ther the lightning lias been felt in 
any other part of the east coast, we 
have not yetheard; we sincerely hope 
not, for had any similar occurrence 
taken place, we doubf not but soine 
of our correspondents would have 
given us the requisite information. 

21st,— Lancaster. — Execution. 
—Alexander and Michael M'Keand, 
convicted at the Lancaster assizes of 
the dreadful murder at Winton, near 
Manchester, were executed on Mon- 
day, agreeably to theif sentence. F rom 
the time that these unfortunate men 
entered the Castle, they appeared to 
resign all hopes of life, and to devote 
themselves, by the constant perusal 
of the Scriptures, and serious atten- 
tion upon all devotional exercises, to 
preparation for their untimely fate. 
They were bol*n and brought up in 
Scotland, and received a religious 
education, and they were consider- 
ably superior both in intellect and 
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station of life to the class of men 
wfio are usually tempted to commit 
the horrid>*^crimp for which they suf- 
fered. After their condemnation^ their 
behaviour was perfectly decent and 
serious, and that of men fully sen- 
sible of their situation. We under- 
stand that Alexander M^Keand fully 
confessed hi|^ guilt, and he is said to 
have expressed some indignation 
when Michael persisted in, denying 
that he was an accomplice in the 
murder. At half past seven o'clock 
on Monday morning, having joined 
in tlie last solemn exercises of reli- 
gion, they were brought out on the 
scaffold erected between the Castle 
and the churcivyard. They were im- 
mediately tied to the fatal beam, and 
the caps drawn over their faces ; they 
grasped each other’s hands in this last 
act of their existence, and it is to be 
hoped were as sincere in their mutual 
contrition as they had been united in 
their previous wickedness. Three or 
f)ur minutes being left for a short 
addres*s to thek Maker, their mortal 
thread was cut, and they were launch- 
ed into his immediate presence. > 
534th. — L ondon. — Illicit Stills 
IN London. — Information was recei- 
ved at the Excise-Office on Thursday 
last, about two o'clock, of an exten- 
sive illicit distillery being cirrifed on 
at No. 3, Primrose Street, Bishopsgate 
Street. Four of the most vigilant 
officers of that establishment — Messrs 
Dinely, Gater, Gibbs, and Ellerm — 
were immediately dispatched to as- 
certain the truth of the statement, 
'fhey found the premises barricaded 
in such a manner as to justify for- 
cible entrance, which was made 
through an adjoining hay-loft, when 
to their astonishment they discover- 
ed a most extensive distillery, conve- 
niently fitted up with every appara- 
tus ; but not a single individual was 
bund upon the premises. Two stills 
verc at work when the discovery was 


made, the largest of which wodid 
hold ^50 gallons, and Uxe other 150 
gallons. In the principal room was 
a vat capable of holding 1000 gallohs, 
underneath which is a private vault, 
containing another still of consider- 
able ma^itude, which had recently 
been worked, the entrance into which, 
concealed by a sand stone, was a round 
hole, not more than 20 inches in die-* 
me^er, so as to admit the body of a 
moderate-sized man. Fromall appear* 
ances, not less than 10 or 12 men had 
been employed. About 250 gallons of 
raw spirits were found on the premi* 
ses, which are said to be SO above 
proof. The occupier of the premises, 
who has since absconded, was carry- 
ing on trade as a manufacturer of co- 
louring for spirithous liquors, under 
the name of Thomas Cole, and not 
the slightest suspicion has been pre- 
viously entertained in the neighbour- 
hood, of the distillery. Not less than 
seven discoveries of the same nature 
have been madefrithin the last month 
in the tpelropolis, through the acti- 
vity of the above officers. 

Mr Daniel O'Connell, the Irish bar- 
rister, labours in his vocation of mis- 
clvef-making. He is busy in arran- 
ging his’ new order of knighthood. By 
virtue of a mandate signq^ Daniel 
O'Connell, of the order of Libera- 
tors," a solemn installation was held 
at Waterford on the 14th inst, when 
the statutes of that august body were 
passed and published. The poor peo- 
ple both in Dublin, and in the pro- 
vinces, are suffering greatly from the 
combined operation of want and dis- 
ease ;; fbut it does not appear that they 
derive much assistance from the pa- 
triots of the association. On the con- 
trary, -they ire laying under 

contribution in the name of another 
Catholic rent," under the pretence 
of supporting the tenantry of the 
country against their landlords. It, 
however, seems that an application 
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has alrea^ been niade from Water- 
ford, for L.250 for the, relief of the 
40s. freeholders ; end that the funds 
of the new association have not yet 
reached that amount,^ It was, there- 
fore, proposed to ** allocate'* a sum 
from the old rent, to meet all si- 
milar demands and this suggestion 
was approved by the association on 
Saturday. 

23d. — Kirkaldy. — Fatal Dubl. 
— This morning, a meeting took place 
three miles to the north of Kirkaldy, 
between George Morgan, junior, Esq. 
and David Landale, Esq. both of 
Kirkaldy, the former attended by W. 
Millie, Esq. and the latter by Lieute- 
nant Milne, R.N. The unfortunate 
difference between the parties is said 
to have originated in some business 
transactions, in consequence of which 
an occurrence took place on the 
street, and a challenge from Mr L. to 
Mr M. was the consequence. Thepar- 
ties met accordingly, and we regret to 
state, that on the drs^fire Mr Morgan 
received his adversary's ball in the left 
breast, and died upon the spot. 

Ehucation in Scotland. — A Re- 
port has been published by the Com- 
mittee of the General Assembly, <on 
increasing the means of Eduction 
and Religj|pus Instruction in Scot- 
land. From inquiries made, it was 
ascertained that in ten of the Synods 
of Scotland, comprising 764 parish^, 
and 1,716,126 persons, the means of 
education were so extensive, that 
there was scarcely an individual who 
had not been taught to read. In the 
remaining six Synods, viz, Argyll, 
Glenelg, Ross, Sutlierland, Caithness, 
Orkney, and Zetland, containing 143 
parishes, and 377,730 inhabitants, 
there was found to be arrant of 250 
schools, which it isTOmputed would 
educate 10,500 children. There is 
also wanted 130 Catechists in these 
Synods lor the religious instruction 
of the people, und the ten Lowland 


Synods require six Catechists. The 
Committee, being authorized by tlie 
Assembly, proceeded to appoint 
schoolmasters in a few aUuations 
where tj^ey were most wanted, or 
where the necessary accommodations 
were provided or promised by the 
heritors. The accommodations are, 
Ist, a school-house ; 2^ a dwelling- 
house ; 3d, a small garden ; 4th, fuel 
Rirnished gratis ; and 5th, ground to 
maintain a cow. Where these are pro- 
vi(led, the teacher* is to be allowed 
Lt20 or L.25 a^year, with liberty to 
draw school fees equal to those of 
he parish school. In November last 
the 6rst school was opened at Ulla- 
pool, in the parish ot’ Loch Broom, 
which is 50 miles long, and 38 broad, 
and has 4747 inhabitants, of whom 
only 993 had been taught to read. The 
British Fishery Society provided a 
school-house. The school has been at- 
tended by about 150 scholars. A se- 
cond school was established at Loch- 
naig in Argyllshire, and has about 80 
sdiolars. At Tobermory, a ‘school- 
house is prepared, and the Committee 
are endeavcftiring to find a teacher for 
this important station, where they ex- 
pect a hundred scholars. Eight other 
stations are named in remote.Highland 
districts, where accommodations arc 
promised, and where the Committee 
have engaged to provide schoolmas- 
ters. Various other places are named, 
where the Committee expect shortly 
to plant schools | and altogether the 
number of schools ppened, or enga- 
ged to be opened, by the Committee, 
amounts to 41. The Committee have 
prq)ared four Gaelic school-books, 
and have printed 5000 of each, the 
Society for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge havj^ng engaged to pur- 
chase 2(X)0,of each at prime cost. 
These have been prepared by Mr John 
McDonald, on the principle adopted 
in Dr Thomson's English school- 
])ook.s, Hit' (ominiltce intend to add 
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to these a small volume in Gaelic, of 
descriptive, narrative, moral, and re- 
ligious pieces, of, the nature of a col- 
lection, hut meant, we presume, for 
the use of grown-up persons as well 
as youths. A set of Englisn school- 
books has also been provided, as the 
English language will be taught more 
or less in all the schools. The books 
are not to given away, but sold. 
The three first Gaelic school-books 
will cost 9d. in all ; the set of English 
ones, Ss. The Committee have also 
had it under consideration to provide 
small and select libraries, to itinerate, 
like those established by Mr Samuel 
Brown in East Lothian. The report 
i^ highly deserving of public atten- 
tion. 

28th.— Dublin. — Exteaordina- 
iiY Case. — Head Office.— young 
lady, moving in a respectable station 
in life, was yesterday committed to 
Newgate, from thisOffice,on a charge 
of shop-lifting. The circumstances 
of this case are rather curious, and 
possess in some.respects a melancholy 
uitevest. This lady was to have been 
married on the very day that cgii- 
signed her to disgrace and imprison- 
ment, to an ign<jpiinious trial and pu- 
nishment, for of her guilt, wc fear, 
there is little doubt. She was detected 
on the previous evening, havSag«gone 
into a fashionable sliopin Dame Street, 
accompanied by andther young lady, 
to purchase wedding favours. Tne 
young men in the shop were led to 
watch her narrowly, from having a 
few days before missed a crape shawl 
and some ribbons after this lady had 
been in the shop. On the present 
occasion she was observed to secrete 
•a piece of white ribbon in her reti- 
cule, and a police-officer was sent 
for, who took her ffito custody, and 
brought her to the Hca*d Office. She 
gave her name and address, and, on 
their being rcquircch the keys of her 
trunk ; on searching which, tlic offi- 


cer found the missing sltawl and rib« 
bon, and h.5Q in bank notes. The 
young lady who was in company with 
the prisoner was excessively shocked 
at the discovery of her friend's de- 
linquency ; she^ was, of course, im- 
mediately discharged ; the other was 
kept in custody in the office during 
the night, and was yesterday brought 
up for farther examination. Little 
more transpired than we have already 
related^ except that on the morning 
of her apprehension, she had gone 
into the shop of a respectable silver- 
smith, where she purchased six tea- 
spoons, but managed at the same time 
to secrete two or three trifling articles. 
The gentleman to whom she was to 
have been married appeared yester- 
day at the Police Office, where he 
endeavoured to console by his pre- 
sence the object of his affections. It 
is a melancholy consolation to know, 
that the lady is not one of those 
who are occasionally found addicted 
to the vice of pilfering without the 
temptation of necessity. Whatever 
may haf e led her to it, in the present 
instance, it is evident from the effect 
her novel situation has produced upon 
he^, that shame and anguish rend her 
breast ; and we understand that those 
who saw her on the previous even- 
ing w'^ould scarcely have linown her 
when she was brought before the Ma- 
^strates yesterday morning, although 
tne humanity of Mr Farrell afforded 
her every accommodation her situa- 
tion would admit of through the niglit. 

Slst. — Gbeeno^k. — Watt's Mo- 
nument.— A numerous and highly 
respeQtable meeting of the subscribers 
to the monument of our illustrious 
townsman, James Watt, was held in 
the Afi&emldy Rooms on Wednesday 
the 30th Augusf, at one o'clock. Sir 
M. S. Stewart having been called to 
the chair, he stated the object of tlie 
meeting, and shortly after, James 
Walt, Fsq. of Soho. Sir Humphry 
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Davy, and Mr M.P. for the 

coohty, entered, and were received 
with the utmost acclamations. It was 
truly interesting to see the son of that 
great man, who has done so much for 
science, and who will long be remem- 
bered for his valuable discoveries, 
coming forward and addressing the 
townsmen of his late father, and sub- 
scribing L,2000 for^he erection of a 
monument in that place, above, all 
others, wdiere a monument should be 
erected. It is impossible to enter into 
the spirit of the various speeches 
they were not only eloquent, but to 
the point ; and the bursts of applause 
with which they were received, show- 
ed that the sympathy of the meeting 
was in unison with that of the speak- 
ers. It was resolved that a building 
should be erected for a Mechanics’ 
Institution and Library, and that a 
statue of the late James Watt, by 
Chantry, be placed in a conspicuous 
part of the same, fitted up expressly 
for it. The meeting was addressed 
by Sir M. S. Stewart, Jamep Watt, 
Esq. Sir Humphry Davy, Mr Max- 
well, M.P. Mr Smith of Jordanhill, 
Bailie Leitch, Dr Kirk, and Mr Far- 
lie; after which, the thanks of^tSie 
meeting having been voted to the 
Chairman, with loud applause, one of 
the most interesting meetings which 
has ever taken place in Greenock 
broke up. t 

Apocrypha Controversy. — This 
most important subject still occupies 
the attention of the country, and it 
must be gratifyit^g to the lovers of 
pure circulation to know, that every- 
where there is a decided opp^ition 
to the Apocryphal practices, which 
had prevailed in certain quarters, for 
a long period, and to a gtcat extent. 

The Bible Societies of Crawfurd- 
john, Lasswade parish, Dalkeith, and 
Dysart, Pathhead, and Sinplairtown, 
have expressed in strong terms their 
disapprobation of the conduct of the 


BritiiJh and Forei™ Bible Society, 
and acknowledgments to the 
Committee of the Edinburgh Bible 
Society, for theirfaithful and^vigorous 
exertionij^in this good cause. 

The ftirkaldy Bible Association 
have broken off from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and, in dis- 
posing of their funds, h|,ve sent L.SO 
to the Edinburgh Bible Society, in 
did of the, pocket edition of the Gaelic 
Bible, and L.8 to t^e Hibernian Bible 
Society, in aid of the pocket edition 
of the Bible in the Irisn language and 
character. 

On Wednesday the 16th August, 
the Dunkeld Bible Society held its 
annual meeting ; and,ciRer some ani- 
mated discussion, dissolved its con- 
nexion with the Perthshire Bible So- 
ciety ; constituted itself into an in- 
dependent institution ; condemned 
the proceedings of the London Com- 
mittee, on account of its practices as 
to the Apocrypha translations of the 
Scriptures, and Continental alliances; 
approved highly of what the‘ Edin- 
burgh Committee had done itf this 
great question, and voted L.50 for 
the pocket Gaelic Bible. 

The Montrose Bible Society, at 
their annual meeting, a few days ago, 
followed up an almost unanimous re- 
solutfoa*of tlieir Committee, by de- 
claring that tb^ union wkh the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society was 
now dissolved, on account of the il- 
legal and unjustifiable measures of 
that Society i^with regard to the Apo- 
cryphal circulation, and that they 
unite themselves with the Edinburgh 
Bible Society, with a determination 
to'aidit to the utmost of their power. , 
The Committee had previously sent 
L.20 to assist iniprinting the pocket 
Gaelic Bible^ 

We understand that the Committee 
of jhe Glasgow Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, after numerous and long dis- 
cussions, resolved, on Thursday the 
12 
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the 20th August^ by a majority of 19 
to 8 , that, in existing circumstances, 
the Glasgoiv Soemty shall cease to be 
auxiliary to the british and Foreign. 
This resolution falk of coarse to be 
submitted to the General Meeting; 
and, if it be sustained by that meet* 
ing, the Society must be dissolved 
The probability is that a new Socie- 
ty will be formed on an independent 
footing, and this, it is* to be hoped,, 
will unite all the friends of pure Bi- 
ble circulation in Glasgow, and ren- 
der that distinguished city more prot 
ductive than ever of resources for dis-* 
serainating the word of God. 

The annual meeting of the Stirling- 
shire Bible Society took place* on 
Tuesday the Si&th August. After 
some preliminary business, it was 
moved by the Rev. Dr Belfrage, Fal- 
kirk, and seconded by Mr Bankes, 
that the resolution of the Committee 
recommending delay in inquiry, be 
adopted by the Society. It was also 
moved by the Rev. Mr Clason of Lo- 
gie, and seconded by the Rev. Mr 
M^Gachen of Airth, that there be 
an immediate separation of this So- 
ciety from the British and Forei]^ 
Bible Society, and that it be consti- 
tuted into a distinct and independent 
Institution —After a discussion of 
above four hours, in which tfee Jlev. 
Mr Smart, Stirling; the Rev. Mr 
M*Kerrow, Doune ; the Rev. Dr Bel- 
frage, Falkirk; and John Campbell, 
Esq. of Car brook, supported the first 
motion ; while the second was sup- 
ported by the Rev. Mr M‘Gachen of 
Airth, the Rev. Mr Bullock of TulJi- 
allan, and the Rev. Mr Bennie of 
Stirling, Dr Belfrage’s motion was 
withdrawn ; and for the second, the 
fallowing motion, made by the Rev. 
Mr Kerr of Polmont, and seconded 
by the Rev. Mr Bonar of Larbert and 
Dunipace, viz. that the Auxiliary 
Bible Society for Stirlingshire and its 
vicinity,, be no longer an auxiliary to 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
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ciety I that it must be constituted 
into an independent Society, and that 
it apjiropriate its funds in the way 
that la most effectual for dissemina- 
ting the Word of God. This motion 
was carried and adopted unanimously. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Fip:tfAND MiD-LorniAN Fkrriks. 

S — ^Cupah-Fi>"e. — A n adjourned 
General Meeting of the Trustees was 
held, for the purpose of letting those 
ferries by public roup — J. A. Thom- 
son, Esq. of Charlton in the chair. 
After some preliminary discussion, 
the articles of roup were read, and 
some slight alterations made upon 
them. Mr Barclay, town-clerk of 
Kinghorn, then rose to intimate that 
a bill of Suspension and Interdict had 
been applied for by the Magistrates 
of that burgh against the Trustees* 
deserting it as a ferry station ; and 
read the Ordinary*s interlocutor, 
which r(ffused the interdict prayed 
for, but interdicted the desertion of 
Kinghorn as a ferry station nnfi/ the 
bill comes to be advised with answers. 
Thd Earl of Rosslyn then read a pro- 
test subscribed by himself and others 
against the proposed lease as illegal, 
and against their being held respon- 
sible for anything to be done at this 
meeting, or in consequence thereof. 
Mr Webster, writer in Cupar, for the 
Magistrates of Dysart, protested 
against the proposed lease as incon- 
sistent with tlic rights to a ferry ac- 
quired by the burgh. A protest, to 
nearly *the same eflect, was given 
in for the Magistrates of Kirkaldy. 
Mr Stuart observed, that with re- 
spect toThe protest from Dysart, he 
begged to read tlie clause of the act of 
Parliament relating tliereto. (Thesub- 
stan e of which seemed to be, that if 
the Trustees deserted Dysart as a 
ferry station, the slip or pier built by 
o 
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tliem shouUl become the property of 
the Magistrates for the community.) 
It was quite clear, he said/if the 
lessee gave up Dysart as a ferry sta- 
tion, he must do it with all the risk 
under the act. In all the three burghs, 
however, there appeared to be a strong 
desire to thwart a great public mea- 
sure. But he had not a doubt, though 
these attempts were to be made, that 
there was enough of public spirit and 
energy yet remaining in the cSunty 
to repel them. — {Applause ,) — The 
ferries were then exposed to rouj^ 
for ten years, when Mr P. Irvine, 
W. S. who acted as Mr Greenhill's 
agent, offered 1850/. a-year for the 
first two years, and 2000/. per annum 
for the remaining eight years. Mr 
Herriot of Uamornic, who was na- 
med judge of the roup, having three 
different times called upon offerers to 
come forward, and none appearing, 
declared the ferry to be let, in terms 
of the conditions of roup, to Mr 
Greenhill, at the above rent. He- 
ritable and personal security of the 
most satisfactory nature,*' to the 
amount of 20,700^ was then tendcrctl 
on the part of Mr Greenhill, and una- 
nimously accepted of; and a qom- 
mittee was named, Mr Stuart ‘to be 
convener, to carry through all the 
other details relative to the measure. 
A letter from Mr Cunningham, one 
of the town-clerks of Edinburgh, re- 
lative to the proposition of erecting a 
pier at Wardie, was then read, and 
ordered to be entered on the minutes. 
It stated that the Magistrates of 
Edinburgh would oppose any change 
that might have the effecLi)f pijurliig 
the Port of Leith, of which Newha- 
ven was a part. (Wardie is beyond 
that jurisdiction.) A rcp(j^rJt.„by the 
Magistrates of Leith, to the commit- 
tee of the inhabitants of that town 
in the proposed removal of the fer- 
ries from Leith, was also noticed in 
the same way. This report contain- 


ed the following remarkable sen- 
tence The introduction of steam 
navigation has rendf red nugatory the 
advantages expected from Jwo land- 
ing places on each side of the Frith, 
in giving sailing boats a greater faci- 
lity in approaching one of them, and 
it has now become an object to con- 
centrate the whole business of the 
ferry at one point ofi each side.” 
•The meeting, ufter some routine bu- 
siness, then adjourned. 

Emigration ^f'rom China — It 
appears that a considerable emigra- 
tion has lately taken place from Cliina 
to Sincapore, and from thence to the 
neighbouring islands. In February 
last, a Chinese junk grrived at Sinca- 
porc,from the province of Quangtong, 
which brought 870 emigrants, most 
of them destitute of everything ex- 
cept the clothes on their backs. A 
day or two after their arrival, 300 of 
them embarked for Rhio, and 100 
more distributed themselves among 
the neighbouring settlements. On 
the 2d of March, another junk arri- 
ved at Sincapore, from the same 
pl^ce, with emigrants to the number 
of 1050. The smallness of the pas- 
sage money facilitates emigration, 
each emigrant paying but six dollars, 
for which he also receives food du- 
ring tbc passage. 

4th. — London. — A meeting of per- 
sons interested in the Greek cause, 
was held on Monday, at the City oi 
London Tavern, for the purpose ol 
taking into consideration the maniK'r 
in which the loans had been expend- 
ed. 

The Hon. Colonel Stanhope was 
called to the chair. 

Mr Robertson said he was the in- 
dividual who had advertised the meet- 
ing, and trusted he should not be 
charged with presumptuousness. It 
was now a year and a half since the 
last loan was raised for the immediate 
object of assisting the Greeks, and 
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yet they now are ia a worse state 
* than at that period. Had the money 
been jiidiciovisly applied^ the steam* 
boats, which ‘were now lying in the 
Thames would have been employed 
with advantage. 1 60,00(rf. or 1 BOfiOOL 
had been appropriated to fit out ves- 
sels, and yet none had proceeded to 
their destination. He feared the mo- 
ney wouM be found to have been 
frittered away. He hoped that those 
who had had the management of the 
funds would dbme forward and ex* 
plain. • 

Mr Bowring said, that since his 
earliest infancy, he had been con- 
nected with the cause of Greece, and 
no heart beat higher for its success 
than his. *He would say with re-^ 
spect to the accounts he should read, 
that no motives of a personal nature 
were entertained. He had received 
a statement drawn up by the late 
Greek Committee, from which it ap- 
peared that they had received on ac- 
count of the last loan 1,100,000/. Out 
of this sum there had been set apart 
for dividends 200,000/*; there had 
been*paid to Mr Rioerdo, the con- 
tractor, 64, (XK)/. for his commission. 
(Cries of show, show.) There had 
been purchased of the old stock as 
a sinking fund, bonds which cost 
113,200/. ; there had been transmit- 
ted to America, for the construction 
of two vessels, 155,000/. Paid to Ge- 
neral Lallemand 12,000/. ; do. to a 
Greek officer sent to America to in- 
spect the building of the vessels, 
4000/. Mr Ricardo had purchased 
Greek bonds to keep up the credit of 
the loan bonds, which cost 67,895/. 
The expenses incurred to the Greek 
Deputies amounted to 7910/. Re- 
mittances to the Greek government 
182,400/. Paid for jpurchase of can- 
non, '&c. 57,000/., wnich with the sum 
of 80,000/. to be paid to Mr Galloway, 
the engineer, for the construction 
of two steam-vesselsi &c* and a small 


balance would make up the sum re« 
ceived from the contract of the loan. 

*CoIonel Stanhope said, the account 
could be relied on, and it was sent 
by the Greek government to the com- 
mittee here. While in Greece, the 
inhabitants seemed to think that mo- 
ney, and money alone, would lead to 
their deliverance. He had endeavour- 
ed to impress upon their minds the 
necessity of using their vigour, and 
Bad recommended them to trust their 
money and their cause to an iron- 
fisted Englishman, one who possess- 
ed the soul of chivalry, than whom 
a braver man never existed — he 
meant Lord Cochrane (loud ap* 
plause.) — It would seem that thei-e 
was fault somewhere, and he thought 
Mr Ricardo had acted too much like 
a banker, paying with one hand and 
receiving with the other, instead of 
judiciously employing the means to 
the end contemplated. As soon as 
the Greeks lost Napoli, Hydra, and 
Athens, no longer would the Greek 
government be acknowledged by other 
stated. Measures ought therefore to 
be adopted to avert such a crisis. 

A bond-holder said,hehad dated all 
the disasters of the Greeks from the 
*fkte of Navarino. If steam-boats 
had been sent out to protect that 
place, the hordes from Egypt would 
not have overrun the classic soil of 
Greece. 

Mr Robertson then moved a reso- 
lution, that a Committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the appropriations 
of the loans, and to report. This was 
carried, and Colonel Stanhope, Mr 
Robertson, Mr Bowring, Mr Lousa- 
da, Mr Provost, Mr Hume, Mr W. 
Bailey, Major Cochrane, Mr J. Hole- 
brppk, and the Due D'Albert, were 
named as forming the Committee. 

Mr W. Bailey said, with respect 
to the steam-vessels, Mr Galloway 
had recovered 13,000/. in part of his 
contract. Mr Galloway had had an 
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interview with the Greek Comtnittee, 
and the boats would be ready to sail 
in six weeks. Thanks were voted 
to the Chairman, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

Ajj-rican Expedition.— It is most 
^satisfactory to learn, though there 
are no recent accounts from Captain 
Clapperton, R. N. and Mr Dixon, 
who are engaged in the arduous ser- 
vice of tracing the Niger from the 
Atlantic shores to Timbuctoo, that 
Mr Houston, who accompanied Cap- 
tain Clapperton up the country to- 
wards Yourie, and returned to Why- 
dah Roads, after being absent four 
months, gives the most satisfactory 
accounts of the progress of the mis- 
.sion up to the arrival at Katunga. 
He says, the climate in the interior 
is so much finer than on the coast, 
that I was only sick one day. We 
were everywhere, throughout this 
long journey, received with the 
greatest kindness and esteem by the 
Gabouceers, and by the people with 
acclamations. Provisions are in the 
greatest abundance, and carridrs for 
the baggage were furnished at every 
stage, by order of the King ; and, 
from the time we left Badagry until 
my return, not even the value of •a 
cowrie was missed, nor did King, Ca- 
bouceers, or a slave, even beg so 
much as one. This is surely unpre- 
cedented in the annals of African 
discovery. I left Katunga Eyco on 
the 14'th March, and arrived at Ba- 
dagry on the 12th April, having been 
absent four months and five days — 
50 days in Katunga, which is a large 
city, having a wall from twelvy to 
fifteen miles in circumference, part 
of the ground within being planted 
with corn, yams, onions, ^^c. J^ ke 
Dahomey it is dis-tant from tlie"Niger 
or Qiiavia river about 80 miles, and 
about 350^ from Badagry, but above 
400, taking the winding course of the 
road. The country is varied witli 


hill and dale, prosperous and beauti- 
ful, great part like that behind Why- 
dah, clear of wood, and well culti- 
vated/' • 

8tb. — Cari^isle. — A great sensa- 
tion was excited in Carlisle, by a report 
that a woman had been murdered in 
a field at St Nicholas, just outside 
the southern suburb of the city. The 
rumour was too correct. *Many per- 
sons hastened to the spot, and there 
they found, weltering in her blood, 
mortally wounded, a*^ woman named 
Mary Brown. The perpetrator of the 
crime is Philip Tinneley, a man who 
has usually had a stall in Carlisle 
market,^ and sold cotton balls, and 
other small wares. It appears that 
Brown was a woman of loose charac- 
ter. Her husband, Henry Brown, 
is a whitesmith, at Whitehaven ; and, 
it is said, cohabits with another wo- 
man. He lately resided at Penrith, 
but is a native of Witheral, near Car- 
lisle. He and his wife had lived sepa- 
rately for some time past, on account, 
we are informed, of her unchaste and 
disorderly conduct. Thus left to her- 
self,^^he pursued the path of vice, 
and fell in with Tinneley, with whom 
sheindulged in improper intercourse'; 
nevertheless, they often quarrelled. 
At length, on Wednesday last, it 
would appear, Tinneley induced her 
to accompany him into the field spo- 
ken of, where he inflicted several 
mortal wounds upon her head with a 
hammer- The poor woman fell under 
the blows, apparently dead ; and Tin- 
neley stood over her, with an inten- 
tion of burying the body ; but she at 
this moment opened her eyes, and 
looked upon him so reproachfully, 
that he shrunk from his purpose, and 
quitted the field. He then went four- 
teen or fifteen miles into Scotland ; 
but, conscience-stung, returned, and 
on Thursday afternoon, repaired to 
the spot where he had left his victim, 
and was horror-struck at finding her 
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still living. He hastily retired from 
rile scene of bloody tind went te tlie 
house of some, of his acquaintances, 
to whojn he confessed the deed that 
he had done. The unfortunate wo- 
man was removed to her former lodg- 
ing, where slie died this morning at 
three o*clock. I'inncley was taken 
into custody on Thursday evening, 
and is noviPin jail. 

The Liberators Installelv — 
On Wednesday evening, at a Catho- 
lic meeting, heW in 8t Patrick's Cha- 
pel, — Mr Edward Kelly, of the fjfliay, 
in the chair, — Daniel O’Connell, Esq. 
was, in pursuance of a vote, decora- 
ted by the chairman with the medal 
of tlie Order of Liberators*. Next 
day, Mr O’C^innell conferred the same 
decorations upon other individuals. 
-^JVnlvrford Mitror* 

9th. — Duiilin.— A Catholic Aggre- 
gate meeting was held, at which it was 
solemnly resolved to make the old Ca- 
tholic rent applicable to the relief of 
the forty-shilling freeholders (who 
are •pressed by their landlords for 
rent, in consequence of votingagainst 
them at the late election,) by advan- 
cing sums in the way of loan. *This 
Resolution is to be acted upon if the 
three treasurers please, who, it seems, 
having the money in their possession, 
are to dispose of all the^ resolutions 
which the aggregate meeting, or any 
other meeting, may adopt, exactly as 
they think proper. One of these gen- 
tlemen, being asked what course he 
would take, replied, that in the absence 
of his brother treasurers, he could 
not answer the question, whether or 
not he would pay the money which 
they might vote. The resolutions, 
however, were carried, and mainly 
through the exertions of Mr Sliiel, 
who overthrew the sophistry by which 
his absent friend, JVfr O'Connell, had 
endeavoured to keep the fund entire, 
ill a masterly style. After thus de- 
molishing the fabric which Mr O’Con- 


nell had been so anxious to raise and 
to preserve, lie felt that something 
must be done to appease the first 
wrathful feelings, which the resolu- 
tion just carried was likely to excite 
in that patriot, and he accordingly 
moved a vote of thanks to the orator, 
whose policy it had been the object 
of that day's proceedings to annihi- 
late. This was carried of course, but 
not without a very pithy question on 
the subject being asked by Mr W. 
O'Reilly, who wished to know whe- 
ther tlie vote was passed on account 
of Mr O’Connell having refused to 
give the 4Gs. freeholders a penny of 
the old rent ?*' 

English Board op Stamps. — The 
13th Report of the Commissioners for 
inquiring into the Collection and Ma- 
nagement of the Revenues arising in 
Scotland, Ireland, &c. has just been 
published. It relates entirely to the 
conduct of the Board of Stamps in 
London, and makes some very cu- 
rious disclosures. It appears that the 
public business is impeded and thrown 
bacl^ at every stage, by the remiss 
and slovenly manner in which the 
Commissioners of this Board discharge 
^the duties of their office, and by the 
personal hostility which exists be- 
tween Mr Sedgwick, the Chairman, 
and Mr Hallam, the most experien- 
ced, and best versed in tlie statutes 
ol’ all the Commissioners. Though 
they ought to meet daily, it is seldom 
that so many out of the whole seven 
assemble as to constitute a quorum ; 
from a deference to Mr Sedgwickf 
on the one hand, and Mr Hallam, on 
th^ other, (which two gentlemen al- 
ways happen to entertain opposite 
views,) they seldom, as a body, de- 
cide any question which comes before 
them ; and, as a consequence, indivi- 
dual Commissioners give directions 
which should proceed only from the 
Board. This being altogether illegal, 
it is hinted in the Report, that many: 
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m^^asures^ undertaken by the officers 
of the crown upon the recommenda- 
tion nominally of the Board, may'be 
brought under challenge. The Trea- 
sury can get no returns to their in- 
quiries from this Board, till after the 
most vexatious delays. Owing to its 
negligence, the Secretary, Solicitor 
and Comptroller of the legacy du- 
ties, experience the greatest diffi- 
culties in conducting their business ; 
and even this very Commission of Irf- 
quiry had to wait nine months before 
it could get from the Board certain 
accounts which it required, “although 
accounts of a similar nature had been 
transmitted to it in a less number of 
weeks from other departments,'* and 
when the accounts were furnished, 
they were in so unsatisfactory a state 
ais to require to be amended. Though 
the Board is bound to satisfy itself 
of the correctness of all money orders 
issued by it upon the Receiver-Gene- 
ral, it trusts implicitly to the hones- 
ty of those in the subordinate offices 
who prepare the orders ; and it has 
become a custom with some of the 
Commissioners, when they go to the 
country, which they severally do for 
months, to leave behind them blank, 
orders with their signatures affixed*. 
One prominent charge against the 
Board is, that various representations 
made to it by the officers in Scotland, 
with a view to the security and bet- 
,ter ijollection of the revenue, had not 
been properly attended to. It is no- 
ticed also, that several of the Com- 
missioners are personally connected 
with concerns over which the Board 
has an official superintendence. The 
Chairman is a principal and directing 
proprietor of a daily newspaper, the 
British Press, although anothge^in- 
dividual is regist^ed at the Stamp 
Office, as the ostensible proprietor, 
which person must have sworn that 
he was the bona fide proprietor. The 
Chairman, and other Commissioners, 


also, are directors of insurance com- 
panies. In conclusion, the Commis^ 
sion of Inquiry states, „that it cannot 
“ help entertaining strong jloubts 
whether any satisfactory change is to 
be expected in the business of this 
department, while the present com- 
position of the Board remains unal- 
tered and it proposes, that while 
“ the superintending aifthority is 
vested in a Board in London, the 
collection of the stamp duties in Scot- 
land and Ireland should be conduct- 
ed b'y subordinate establishments un- 
der its direction and control, and re- 
spectively presided over by one of its 
members." Upon this last proposal 
some obvious remarks suggest them- 
selves, which we must suppress for 
the present. 

Mr Sedgwick's evidence is of a sin- 
gular complexion. He may be right, 
and the Commission of Inquiry very 
wrong ; but there is something like 
a spirit of bullying displayed in his 
answers, which contrasts strikingly 
with his extreme reluctance to meet 
certain of the questions put to him. 
Ther|^ is a bitterness of feeling — we 
might almost say fierceness — in his 
various allusions to two lamented 
gentlemen, now no more, who held 
situations in the Edinburgh Stamp 
Office. .0»e of those gentleman had 
proposed that the duty upon the as- 
say of plate in Glasgow should be paid 
to the head distributor in Edinburgh, 
instead of the distributor there, where- 
by the poundage might be saved ; to 
which proposal no answer was made 
by the Board. had also suggested, 
that the advertisement duty on the 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Dumfries 
newsp^ers should be paid to the 
head office, as was the case with other 
Scotch county newspapers, in order 
to save the per centage to the sub- 
distributors ; of which suggestion the 
Board took no notice* Mr Sedgwick 
was questioned as to those two facts ; 
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and he disposes of tliein hy certain 
remarks, winch, to say the least of 
them, are as ir/*clevant as they are 
iil-naturpd. 

Mr l^cdgwick has commenced pub- 
lishing a series of letters, addressed 
to the Right Hon. Thomas Wallace, 
Chairman of the Commission of In- 
quiry, in which, so far as he has gone, 
he asserts, Ctmt he has ample mate- 
rials to show, that there exist latept 
grounds ^f hostility towards him per- 
sonally, the pro(ffs of which he will 
lay before the public. He takes cfe- 
dit Ibr his exertions to put down a 
number of abuses, both as Chairman 
of the Scotch Excise Board, and as 
Jl’hairman of the English Board of 
Stamps, anti for the great trouble he 
lias iiad in bearing up against the ma- 
chinations, which, he says, to this 
day have baffled all his attempts to 
remove those abuses. 

13th. — BuiiNTisLAND.r— The new 
system of the ferries commenced this 
day, and as the subject had excited an 
extractrdinary interest at Burntisland, 
the day ^ had quite the appearance of 
a jubilee. The steam-beat was deck- 
ed in holiday trim, with a few eAra 
stfcanicrs ; and aband of music, which 
was placed on board, continued to se- 
renade the passengers during all the 
twelve trips pcrforuicd in tke jeourse 
of the day. A crowd assembled at 
six in the morning to witness the de- 
))arturc of the boat, which left the 
5 >liorc amidst shouts loud enough to 
have wakened Neptune and all his 
Tritons from their slumbers. At both 
hides, indeed, the landing-place was 
covered by a multitude during the 
whole day, and the boat arrived and 
departed amidst cheers, each time, 
till she closed her labours at night. 
If the two first days rpight be taken 
as an example of what the new ar- 
rangements are likely to produce, 
the result was most encouraging. On 
Wedaesday and Thursday, 795 pas- 


sengers crossed between Newhaven 
and Burntisland, which exceeds the 
averffge number who passed at this 
point under the old system nearly 
fourfold. All were loud in their 
praises of the change. The Burntis* 
land people are in high spirits, and 
hail Mr Greenhill as the Lycurgus 
who is to make their small town a 
great city ; for they anticipate a vast 
accession to the population, wealth, 
anc^business of tlic place from the im- 
provement of the ferry. A party of 
Mr Grcenhilfs frieruls gave him a 
dinner on the occasion, in Ross' Inn 
—Mr Stewart of Dunearn being in 
the chair, and Mr Cunninghaijn of 
Duloch, croupier. The ferry and 
the persons connected with it, were 
the subject of many speeches and 
toasts. 

15th.— Dundee. — It appears from 
the declarations which have been taken 
regarding the sloop Archduke, which 
disappeared from our harbour some 
time back, that instead of being theft- 
ously carried away, she had of her 
own accord run off with a drunk man 
on board, Alexander Mitdiell, one of 
her crew. According to his statement 
he had gone on board, on the Sunday 
evening^* half seas over," and lain 
down upon the deck, where he fell 
asleep. On corning to his senses, next 
morning, he found that the vessel had 
drifted away with him during the 
night, and was then about twenty 
miles off tiic land. In this ticklish si- 
tuation he succeeded in getting the 
vessel put into a sailing trim, and 
about ten o'clock on the Monday 
evening she neared St Abb's Head. 
With great exertion he continued to 
tack the sloop to keep her to wind- 
war^, till being quite exhausted, he 
abandoned her in despair, and took 
to the boat, about five o'clock on 
Tuesday morning — Cleaving the soli- 
tary bark under ssdl with her head to 
the south. He had gone ashore in tbe 
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oeSghbourhood, jtewr Redhugh, and 
afler some %\me, observing that the 
vessel had run a>ground, and seeing 
persons on board, he put off in tlie 
boat for the purpose of reaching her, 
'when he was picked up, as formerly 
stated. The story was credited, and 
he was set at liberty. 

20th. — London— Seduction and 
Suicide. — A n inquest was held at the 
Crown, Hampstead, on the body of 
Miss Hynde, not seventeen years* of 
age, the daughter of a respectable 
farmer residing in that neighbour- 
hood, 'fhe evidence adduced fully 
corroborated the following statement : 
•nr-About four months ago the decea- 
sed had the misfortune to become ac- 
quainted with a Captain Nicholls, of 
the Dragoon Guards, whose attentions 
and assiduities were so marked, that 
Mr Hynde asked an explanation of 
his intentions, which appeared satis- 
factory, and lie continued his visits. 
On Wednesday se’ennight, he took 
her to the English Opera House, and 
at half past nine, pretending they 
should be too late for the Hampstead 
fitage, induced her to leave the Thea- 
tre. Instead, however, of going in 
tli,e right direction, of which indeed 
she was ignorant, he wiled W t<? a 
house of ill fame in a court near Lei- 
cester Square, where she was plied 
with deleterious compounds which 
bewildered her reason, and she fell 
an easy prey to a designing villain. 
She lay in a death-like itupor for an 
hour and a half, and on her par- 
tial recovery, found that her betrayer 
had lefi her. With great difficulty, the 
fainting and unhappy victim of trea- 
chery got out of the house, and drag- 
ged her wTary way homewards, where 
she arrived about two in the morn- 
ing. The consciqusness of lierTSnsery 
preyed upon her mind so powerfully, 
that she procured a quantity of iau- 
flanum, which, from her respcctabili- 
ty, was given to her without difficulty 


or suspicion, and drank it to the 
dregs. She died on Tuesday. The 
Coroner, on summing up, strongly 
commented on the conduct of Cap- 
tain Nicholls, and the jury returned 
a verdict of Insanity.** 

2l8t,— -L oNDON.—MeKTING AT THE 
Bank op ENGLAND.—The usual 
Quarterly Meeting of the Proprietors 
of Bank Stock took plactl on Thurs- 
day, for the purpose of declaring the 
half-yearly dividend. This, was de- 
clared to be four per'cent interest and 
profits, for the half year ending 10th 
October next. The dividend war- 
rants to be delivered on the 11th. 

Mr Young begged to draw the at- 
tentioii of the proprietors to various 
subjects of interest. *He spoke of 
Branch Banks, which would confer 
incalculable advantages on the public, 
but be of little or no benefit to the pro- 
prietors, unless government extend 
their charter. He then alluded to the 
report in circulation of the intention 
of the Directors to lower the rate of 
interest, to which he strongly objected. 

The Chairman said, that he iiad no 
information to communicate as to any 
redCction of the rate of discount, in- 
asmuch as the Court of Directors had 
meditated no change in that respect 
since December last. With respect 
to Branch Banks, the honourable 
gentleman had said that they ought 
to have made an arrangement with 
government for a prolongation of 
their charter. It was strongly im- 
pressed upon the Court that at the 
meeting of the 3d February last, it 
had been shown that the Court of 
Directors had done everything that 
depended upon them tp obtain that 
advantage. With reference to the es- 
tablishment of Branch Banks, what 
gave rise to that proceeding was so 
well known, as to require no infor- 
mation from him. It was well l^pown, 
that out of the range of London, in 
some instances the circulation was 
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not managed with all the discretion 
that might have been beneficially em* 
ployed. Thecifcurnstances of the case 
rendered it necessary, for the welfare 
of the whole community, that that 
mighty establishment should step in 
for the relief of those parts. (Hear.) 
The government, under the then 
state of the country, had called upon 
that powerful establishment to come 
forward and uphold the interests, cre- 
dit, an^l prosperity of the State. I’hat 
Company had* answeredf the call. 
Branch Banks had been established 
in parts where there was hardly any 
circulation, and where the country 
was languishing from want of it. He 
instanced Gloucester as on*e place, 
where a Bahk .had been established. 
The conduct they meant to pursue 
w^as the same straight-forward, libe- 
ral, correct, and accurate mode of bu- 
siness, as was adopted here in Lon- 
don ; without that it would be of no 
use. The country wanted reform in 
the system of banking, not an adhe- 
rciKC to the old system. So much 
tlion for the cause of these Branch 
Bank's. They were prepared to go 
to every town which wanted 'them. 
They went not to overwhelm or com- 
pete with establishments conducted 
on sound principles of discretion ; 
they wished only to reli«tve.those ne- 
cessities which mismanagement had 
created. He hoped that the Company 
would have credit for honest, pure, 
and liberal intentions ; and he was sure 
that their proprietors would never 
have to blush at the decision or the 
conduct of their Court of Directors. 
The honourable proprietor had asked 
if it was the intention of the Direct- 
ors to advance money on deposits, to 
Which he should decidedly say they 
had no such intention. 

Mr Young thanked the Chairman 
for the handsome manner in which 
he had answered his questions, after 
which the Court adjourned. 


Highland Society op .Scotland. 

• 

17 th. — Glasgow.— The great 
Agricultural Meeting, and Show of 
Stock, under the patronage of the 
Highland Society of Scotland, took 
place this day at Glasgow. The day 
was, upon the whole, favourable for 
the exhibition ; and in the general 
interest excited, and the number of 
stock exhibited, this meeting has out- 
done every exijilrition which has ever 
yet occurred in Scotland. The new 
and spacious market-place, the inte- 
rior arrangements of which, by the 
exertions of the magistrates, were 
completed just in time for this show, 
is a model of all that can be required 
for the simple and easy arrangement 
of an immense collection of cattle, 
horses, and sheep, and for the safe 
and comfmtable accommodation of a 
very numerous assemblage of spec- 
tators. The eagerness of the public, 
however, for admission at a very early 
hour, and*the necessity of preventing 
that admission till the animals were 
distinctly arranged, and the judges 
had done their duty of surveying 
them, occasioned a pressure at the 
' ^ate, which was very inconvenient 
and even dangerous, during the time 
it lasted, but which eventually was 
remedied, so as to afford better ac- 
commodation to the concourse at the 
entry. 

As the stock was the most nume- 
rous which has ever been exhibited, 
so in some of the departments, in 
point of quality, it has never been 
exceeded. Of the cattle shown, the 
great strength lay in the Ayrshire 
breed ; the greatest number of pre- 
piiums for this district having natu- 
rally been selected for that descrip- 
tion of stock. In addition to those 
offered by the Highland Society, the 
City of Glasgow had #dded sevea 
premiums in the same departmcHt# 
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and the whole were divided into 
classes for Fat Oxen, Bulls, Milch 
Cows, two year old and yearling Hei- 
fers. 

In this collection of Ayrshire stock, 
the exhibition was very fine. Eight 
oxen were exhibited for the pre- 
mium to the ox showing the most sym- 
metry, fat, and weight ; and the 1st 
and 2d premiums (although by the 
regulations he can only receive one^ 
were awarded to the Duke of Mon- 
trose, for Romulus, 5j years old, and 
Rover 4i, two oxen of uncommon 
weight, and great symmetry; and 
which were immediately sold on the 
spot for 120 sovereigns. For the in- 
formation of the curious, an extract 
is made from the pedigree, &c. of 
these wonderful animals- They 
were both bred by his Grace at Bu- 
chanan. Romulus’s dam, Jean, was 
bought from Mr Brown of Water- 
haughs, in Ayrshire, and got by Adam 
which was bred by Mr Kirkwood, 
farmer, near Dunlop, Ayrshire ; Ro- 
ver's dam. Forth, was bought from 
Mr Forrester, in Stirlingshire, Iftnd 
got by riatolf, which was the pro- 
perty of Professor Jeffrey, and sold to 
Sir A. Campbell, Garscube.'' The 
oxen were w’ell kept from their b<rth, 
in good pasture during summer, and 
in a straw yard during winter, and 
fed on turnips, ha}^ and straw, till 
they were put up to fatten in Decem- 
ber last ; they were then in good 
condition, and have since been fed on 
turnips, potatoes, oats in the straw, 
bruised grain, hay, tares, and grass. 
Mr Lome Campbell of Roseneath, 
Mr Stewart of Bonnyhill, near Glas- 
gow, and Mr M'Jannet of Drum- 
shang, in Ayrshire, exhibited fine 
specimens of fat oxen in this class. 

In selecting the best bulls of the 
Ayrshire breed, the judges had a 
very difficult task. No less than 22 
were exhibH&d, and it required nice 
powers of discrimination, and a fre^ 


quent passage along the line, to make 
the first reduction of these numbers;* 
from which the successful three were 
ultimately chosen. These thrqe were 
afterwards paraded, when the judg- 
ment was pronounced, and it then 
required a very practised eye to se- 
lect the order in which they should 
be placed. The 1st premium of ten 
sovereigns was awarded td Mr J ohn 
Buchanan ofFinnitli, (near Drymcii, 
in Stiriipgsjiire), for a bull bred at Al- 
lanton,and 4 years old: The second 
premSumoffive sovereigns was award- 
ed to Mr John Young of Coneypark, 
(near Kilsyth, in Stirlingshire), for a 
very fine bull, 5 years old ; aftcl the 
3d to MrMMdam of Blaijover's bull, 
bred near Dairy, Ayrshire, and six 
years old. From those that remain- 
ed, a very valuable selection might 
still have been made. It is difficult 
to mention names, but the Duke of 
Montrose's, and a bull bred by Lord 
Alloway, which by an accident was 
disqualified from competition, ought 
not to be passed in silence. 

The milch cows of the Ayrshire 
breed were exhibited in two classes— 
one foV the Society's premium, offer- 
ed for single cows, not under 3 years 
old— and another offered by the city 
of Glasgow, for lots of S’ milch cows, 

** belonging to the same person, and 
above three years old." For the first 
of these, 27 exhibitors were entered, 
and, after a very minute and detailed 
examination, and some difficulty, and 
a good deal of discussion, the judges 
came to the conclusion, that the first 
premium (ten sovereigns) should be 
awarded to a cow, the property of Mr 
Dennistoun of Golfhill, aged 7 or 8j 
and bred by Mr Richards, near Kil- 
maurs, in Ayrshire. The second pre- 
mium (five sovereigns) was assigned 
to a 5 year old, belonging to Mr Pa- 
trick Graham of Limekilns ; and the 
third (three sovereigns) to Mr John 
Roberton of Shittcrfelt. for a cow. 
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aged 8, bred by Mr Hugh Robertson 
near Dairy. — From what remained of 
tins class, too, an excellent selection 
might stiU have jJeen made ; the stock 
shown by Mr Harvey of Barns of 
Clyde, in this and other classes, were 
deservedly noticed ; and another cow, 
the*property of Mr Graham of Lime- 
kilns, (a six year old, and bred by 
Mr Hugh JaaK, near Kilmaurs,) was 
so much noticed, and so universally 
admired„that, by desire of the Mar- 
quis of Tweeddale, who was present, 
and who, as Vice-President of the So- 
ciety, conducted the proceedings of 
the day, she was walked past in com- 
pany with the winners at tlie conclu- 
^sion of the show. * 

In the other* class of Ayrshire cows 
there were no fewer than 14* exhibit- 
ors, each producing a lot of three cows 
belonging to himself, and above three 
years old. 

The first premium (10 sovereigns) 
was awarded to Mr Graham of Lime- 
kilns. The second (5 sovereigns) to 
Mr Malcolm Brown of Balcarroch 
Haugh, near Campsie, for a lot bred 
by bims*elf ; and the tliird premium 
(8 sovereigns) was taken by ^J6hn 
M’^Cowat of Barns of Clyde, near old 
Kilpatrick. It is quite impossible, in 
the limits of the present report, to do 
any justice to the merits of thu ani-^ 
mals belonging to this class— the dif- 
ficulty to the exhibitoiubeing so much 
increased by his being required to 
produce three of the same stamp and 
character. In Mr Brown's case, where 
the animals were not merely his pro- 
perty, but bred by himself, the merit 
is the more conspicuous* 

We come next to the two year old 
heifers of the Ayrshire breed, in 
which sixteen lots were entered. Each 
exhibitor was required to produce 
two, 6o«fl^e/ehis own property j and in 
almost all the cases, they were like- 
wise bred by the exhibitors them- 
selves. The first premium (10 sove- 


reigns) was taken bv a pair produced 
bymr McMillan of Parklea, in tlie 
county of Lanark. The second (five 
sovereigns) by a pair exhibited by Mr 
Kennedy of Dunure ; and the third 
(3 sovereigns) by a pair bred by Mr 
William Reid of Allanton, in the 
county of Lanark. 

For the class of yearling heifers 
of the Ayrshire breed, 26 lots of a 
pair in each were entered for exhibi- 
tion. Mr James Newbigging of Po- 
niel, near Douglas, in the county of 
Lanark, carried the first premium of 
10 sovereigns, for a pair bred by him- 
self 5 Mr William Pollock of Titwood 
the second (5 sovereigns) ; and the 
third (3 sovereigns) by Mr John An- 
derson of Smithston, near Cumber- 
nauld, for a pair bred by himself. 

The above six classes exhaust the 
different kinds of Ayrshire stock ex- 
hibited at the Show for the regular 
premiums. There were a great va- 
riety of fine animals of this breed 
showir, besides an extra stock, which 
will be noticed afterwards. 

In lihe class of the West Highland 
oxen, the premiums were offered for 
those animals which showed moat 
symmetry, fat, and weight. The first 
premium was awarded to a beautiful 
5 year old ox, fed by Mr Stirling of 
Keir, on grass, turnips, hay, and a lit- 
tle corn. This animal was considered 
perfect in his points, and very fat. In 
size he was inferior to the ox which 
carried the second premium, viz. one 
of two magnificent animals shown by 
the Marquis of Bute, and bred by his 
lordship. They tvere put up to feed 
at Mount Stewart, in November last, 
on turnip and rye-grass hay, and since 
20th May last their food has been 
gr^s and beanmeal, mixed with bar- 
ley dust. The one. selected for the 
premium was a splendid animal, and 
excited great admiration, and some 
little awe, within the circle where the 
awards were pronounced. There were 
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fine specimens in this class, produced 
by Mr Lorne Campbell of Roseneath, 
and Mr Kirkman Finlay of Castle 
Toward, 

There was a little demur in award- 
ing the shorthorn premium to an ox, 
produced by Mr Stirling of Keir, from 
a defect in certificate, in consequence 
cf which the purity of his breed was 
not established. But as he was un- 
doubtedly the best of tlie lot, and ex- 
hibited much of the character of •the 
breed, and in other respects was a 
very fine animal, the committee came 
to the determination that he was en* 
titled to the premium. 

Mr John Dudgeon ofLoanhead, 
near Kirkliston, in the county of Lin- 
lithgow, carried the premium for the 
best ox of any breed crossed with the 
short horn. This animal was bred by 
Mr James Trotter of Newton^ be- 
tween a short horn bull and a 
cow ; is now two and a half years old, 
of great size and symmetry, and has 
been fed only on grass, turnips, and 
a little corn. His compeb’tors showed 
excellent specimens of the cross be- 
tween the short horn and the Ayrshire 
breeds, viz. — Mr Houston of Joli% 
ston, Mr Forrest of Forrest, and Mr 
Brown of Netherlaurie. , * 

Before leaving the subject of the 
cattle, it is proper to notice that out 
of an immense display of extra stock 
of various kinds, honorary medals 
were award ed,^— 

1. To Kirkman Finlay, Esq. for a 
pair of oxen of the West Highland 
breed. 

2. To Sir John 'Maxwell of Pollock, 
for two 4 year old heifers, a black and 
brindled, of the West Highland breed, 
and reared by Mr McNeil of Colonsay. 
These heifers were thought by the 
judges to be the.best stock exhibited 
at the show. 

S* To Mr John Dudgeon of Loan- 
head near Kirkliston, Linlithgow- 
iihire, for two polled oxen of the An- 
gus-shirc, breed. 


4. To the Duke of Montrose, for 
two Ayrshire heifers, bred by his 
Grace. ^ 

A little bull and cow, of an extra- 
ordinary breed, from the Island of 
Madeira, the property of Mr Cross Bu- 
chanan, of Auchintoshan,’were among 
the curiosities of the show yard, 
which attracted the noticeof the meet- 
ing. fr 

^ Although this district is not very 
much adapted for breeding^shqep, it 
must always be a very material one 
for the consumption of them ; and ac- 
cordingly a few premiums were add- 
ed by the Society, for blackfaced wed- 
ders ; and for wedders of any age, 
and of any cross with the blackfaced 
breed, by which the *quality of the 
wool might be improved without a 
material falling off of the carcase. In 
the first of these classes there was a 
very sharp competition, and one which 
caused considerable difficulty to a 
very intelligent set of judges. The 
result was in favour of a pen of five 
blackfaced wedders, the property of 
Mr William Thomson of Glasgow, 
bought fronv Mr Rennie of Cramond, 
in ‘April last. The other exhibitors, 
who need consider it no disgrace to 
be in the unsuccessful list on this oc- 
casion, were, Mr Bogue of Woodhall, 

' in Eai^t Lothian ; Mr Ewing of Glas- 
gow, Mr Forrest of Forrest, Mr 
Hannah of Glasgow, and Mr Maclau- 
rin of Bothwell Haugh. 

Of the crosses with the blackfaced 
sheep there were several lots. The 
competition lay between a lot belong- 
ing to Mr Hannah of Glasgow, and 
bred by Mr Gillespie, being a cross 
between the Cheviot and black^ed 
-—and a lot exhibited by Mr Kennedy 
of Dunure, of a cross between the 
Welch ram and the blackfaced ewe. 
These lots were regarded by the 
judges with a great deal of attention, 
and they found it necessary to state 
in detail the grounds upon which they 
came to their determination. They 
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considered Mr Hannah's lot the fat- 
test, being four years old, and fed 
sheep ; whereas Mr Kennedy's were 
only tw(i year bids, and had been 
kept in a holding on state. But as 
they considered Mr Kennedy's high- 
er bred, and that they would become 
better sheep at the same age, and 
with the same advantages, and more- 
over, that th^iy were greatly superior 
in their fleeces to the'other lot, the}^ 
therefore^ were of opinion, that Mr 
Kennedy's were Inost deserving of 
the premium ; and it was accordingly 
so awarded. Mr Hugh M Manet, of 
Drumshang, exhibited a lot of the 
same croSfe between the Welsh ram and 
blackfaced ewe^ and also some rams of 
the same cross, which were well wor- 
thy of observation ; and produced 
ten fleeces, which excited great in- 
terest, as a proof of the rapid improve- 
ment of a single cross. 

Four Tups were exhibited as extra 
stock, by Mr M ‘Donald of Staifa, 
very remarkable for their size, sym- 
metry,* and fat. They are a class be- 
tween the indigenous whitefaced 
breed of Scotland, with the large 
sheep from the Cape of Good Hoj^e. 
The increased fineness of wool is said 
to be obtained by a dash of the IVle- 
rino. 

Mr Adam Bogue of Snawdon, East 
Lothian, gained an honorary medal 
for 20 dinmohts, a cross between the 
Cheviot and Leicester, tlmught to be^ 
the best sh^ep at the show ; and Mr 
Maclaurin of Both well Haugh, a si- 
milar medal for 29 wedders of the 
blackfaced breed. • 

Some fine pigs of Sir John Se- 
bright's breed were exhibited by the 
Right Hon. Lord Blantyre. Some of 
•tlie Berkshire breed by Mr Dunlop 
at Auchans, and Mr Lowndes at Ar- 
thurlie. Some of Scotch extract, by 
Mr Thomas Armstrong, of Glasgow, 
Mr Peter Thomson, VVoodend, and 
Mr John Walker of Maryhill, late in 


the county of Lanark , and also a verf 
fine one by Mr Paul of Cairndow;. 
The premium for the best boar was 
given to Mr Wallace of Kellyor, one 
which was bred by the Marquis of 
Tweeddale. The premium for the two 
best pigs, not exceeding 40 weeks, 
was also carried by Mr Wallace for 
two, aged 22 weeks, of an improved 
cross, and fed by him on whey and 
potatoes, with a little oatmeal or bar- 
ley.’ Mr Mark Brand showed a pair 
of a breed not so much inclined to 
run to fat — -and which were bred frond 
a kind which came originally from 
Portugal, and crossed with the Dur- 
ham breed. Those exhibited by Mr 
James Harvey v/ere a mixture of the 
Irish and Scottish breeds. 

In the head-quarters of the Clydes- 
dale district, and in the very centre 
of a country long famed for horses, 
it was to be expected that there 
would have been a very powerful 
competition for the premiums offered 
by the Society for breeding mares. 
The Judges, nowever, for this duty, 
had much less difiiculty than would 
have been supposed. — N ineteen mares 
appeared for competition, and after a 
careful inspection, the judges, at once 
and unanimously, awarded the first 
premium, of ten sovereigns, to a mare 
six years old, got by Glancer, and 
belonging to John Cairns of Nether- 
house, Old Monkland, Lanarkshire ; 
and the second, of five sovereigns, to 
Mr James Frame of Broorn^ld and 
Overtown, near Hamilton, for a ten 
year old mare, bred by Mr John Pren- 
tice of Covington Mains. A premium 
of tep sovereigns was given to Mr 
James Frame for the best three year 
old filly, and a similar premium to 
Mr John Brown for the best three 
year old entire colt ^ but the judges 
declined giving second premiums in 
any of these classes, there being in 
their opinion no stock shown sufficient 
to merit it. Mr Brown's colt was got 



222 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. [Chap. 


by The Farmer’s Fancy," which 
gained the first prize at CriefFin 182S, 
and the first at Linlithgow in 1*825 — 
his grandsire, Glancer, the property 
of Mr James Thomson, near Glas* 
gow. 

In the department of the Show 
Yardy allotted for roots and seeds, 
there was a fine display. Beautiful 
assortments of the seeds of our native 
grasses were exhibited by those emi- 
nent seedsmen of London, Messrs 
Gibbs and Co. and Messrs Cormack 
Son, and Sinclair ; and also by 
Messrs Lawson and Son, of Edin- 
burgh. Some fine specimens of Man- 
gel Wurzel were shown by Sir A. 
Campbell, Mr Finlay of Trees, and 
others. — Mr Landreth of Roxburgh, 
near Kelso, showed a very good spe- 
cimen of red clover seed, saved by him 
this season ; and Mr Kerrof Highfield, 
Ayrshire, some fine rye grass. Tur- 
nips, carrots, and garden roots, were 
produced by Mr Baird and various 
other individuals, some pf which, from 
their uncommon size, attracted great 
notice. ® 

Of the implements of husbandry 
our limits preclude any particular de- 
scription. There were carts, ploughs, 
harrows, a winnowing machine, 'and 
scythes ; several of these of new and 
improved constructions, the labels at- 
tached to which specified the names 
of Messrs Wilkie of Uddingstone, 
Kirkwood of Tranent, Taylor, Mon- 
teith, and several others. Mr Hunter 
of Thurston travelled from his seat in 
East Lothian in a gig, with his odo- 
meter attached,— This very neat and 
ingenious instrument measure^d the 
distance accurately, and attracted 
great notice in the Show Yard. 

It is impossible to conclude the ac- 
count of the morning’s arrangements, 
without noticing the good order and 
propriety of demeanour observed by 
all classes without and within the 
Show Yard. 


In the evening 280 gentlemen sat 
down to a splendid dinner in -the 
Town Hall and adjpining apartment, 
the Marquis of Twe’eddale,, Vice- Pre- 
sident of the Socie^, in the Chair, 
supported by the Lord Provost of 
Glasgow, the Duke of Hamilton, 
Lord Belhaven, Lord Fincastle, the 
Hon. Admiral Fleming, Lord John 
Hay, Sir David Huifter Blair, Sir 
James Colquhoun, Sir George John- 
ston, Mr Campbell of ' Btythswood, 
M.P., Mr Kirkmah Finlay, Mr Mon- 
tMth, M.P., Mr Campbell of Succoth, 
M.P., Principal Macfarlan,Mr Innes 
of Stow, Treasurer of the Society, 
&c. ^c. Mr McDonald of Stafia, and 
Mr Ferguson of Woodhill, croupiers* 


OCTOBER. 

Sbttlers at Buenos Ayres, — It 
appears from statements published by 
the La Plata association, that the 
whole number of persons sent out 
were, 200 by the Thalia, 160 by the 
Harmony, and 200 by the Countess 
Morley — in all 560; of whom 130 
have returned. Of the others, it ap- 
peafrs that 50 families are settled on 
the lands; the rest, in consequence of 
the troubled state of the country, re- 
main at Buenos Ayres, where some 
of them are subsisting at the expense 
of the Company, while others have 
entered the La Plata navy, and others 
have begun business in the town, ar.d 
are doing well. It was admitted by 
the Chairman? however, that the re- 
sult of the experiment, so far as it 
had a fair trial, was unfavourable. He 
said, " he would advise the Company 
never to send out another family, for 
the greater pjart of those sent out had 
proved so turbulent, ungrateful, and 
disorderly. It appeared to him, that 
there was something in that country 
which entirely spoiled Europeans; 



Chap. S.] 


CHRONICLE. 




the very best were most easily spoil- 
ed. The first year the most indus- 
trious made s^me effort ; the second, 
they l^ecame more remiss and negli- 
gent; and the third, they became per- 
fectly identified witli the habits of 
the natives.*' 

1st.— London — This morning, 
about nine o'clock, the neighbour- 
hood of SlA)rcditcli and Curtain Road 
was thrown into great constcrnaJ:ion 
and algrm, by a violent report, which 
proceeded front a small house nearly 
at the corner of the Shoreditch,* end 
of Leonard Street. Upon inquiry, it 
turned out that the noise alluded to 
proceeded from the explosion of a 
private still, and in a few 'minutes 
after the explosion, the lower part of 
the premises was discovered to be 
on fire. The inmates of the house 
lost no time in making their escape ; 
two children 'were lowered down, and 
then the wife — the husband immedi- 
ately jumped out afterwards. All of 
them reached the street without any 
injury, the neighbours assisting with 
the greatest promptitude and anxiety, 
and olfering them an asylum in their 
own houses. They, however,''took 
advantage of the confusion, and, 
knowing the consequences of their 
detection, made an immediate retreat, 
leaving all their goods and. chattels 
to the mercy of the Excise Officers, 
who soon' alter arrived, and adopted 
the usual plan of seizure. The fire 
was soon extinguished by the aid of 
several engines, which arrived on the 
spot. Upon examining the premises, 
the remains of a stiil were found in 
a concealed part of the ground floor at 
the back of the house. It was diffi- 
cult to ascertain what liquid had been 
distilled, but from* the smell it had 
every appearance of gin. 

A Tale of Misery. — An inquest 
was held on Monday at the Green 
Man, Little George Street, West- 
minster, on the body of an unfortu- 


nate female not more than 19 years 
of age, commonly known as Fair 
ERen." From the evidence it appear- 
ed that she had not tasted food for 
three days, and had been turned out 
of her lodgings from not being able 
to pay for them ; that she had wan- 
dered for four nights about the streets, 
sleeping at night on the steps of 
doors ; that another unfortunate" 
had kindly taken her to her miserable 
Ifome, and supplied her with neces- 
saries, but from previous debility and 
want of sustenance she sunk under 
her sufferings, and expired on Satur- 
day. During the examination of wit- 
nesses,' the mother of the unfortunate 
girl arrived from Manchester to see 
her daughter, quite unconscious of 
her illness. The fatigue of travelling 
so far, joining 'with the sudden shock 
her feelings received on hearing the 
lamentable event, so far overpowered 
her, that she rushed into the room, 
threw herself down in a paroxysm of 
grief, and implored the coroner to 
let her see her dear Ellen. The scene 
became so distressing, that she was 
at length obliged to be carried out 
of the room. Several witnesses cor- 
roborated the statement given, and 
’'the Jury returned a verdict of Died 
by the visitation of God." Various 
sums, from 10/. and 3/. to D. have 
been forwarded to the magistrates to 
be given to the young woman for tlic 
humanity she showed to the misera- 
ble Ellen in her extremity. 

4th. — At the Middlesex adjourned 
Sessions, John Toft, a young man of 
respectable appearance, was indicted 
for assaulting Charlotte Gunnell. The 
prosecution was carried on by the 
parish of Iver, near Uxbridge, and 
e^ccited considerable interest. Mr 
Alley, who stated the case, observed, 
that though the indictment merely 
charged a common assault, little doubt 
could exist tliat the intent was to 
murder. Charlotte Gii nnch a good-* 
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looking woman, about twenty years 
of age, stated that the prisoner, who 
was hostler at the King's Arms, "in 
Uxbridge, had kept her company for 
two years. On the 18th of August 
her mistress gave her leave to go out, 
and about a quarter before nine she 
called on the prisoner, who oifered to 
see her home, which was two miles 
distant. They set off together about 
a quarter past nine. When they came 
to a place called Cowley Bridgd, 
about a mile and a half from Ux- 
bridge, he began taking improper lu 
berties with her person. She resisted, 
and he seized her by the waist, and 
said, You shall go over there,*' and 
threw her over the parapet into the 
river. She screamed, and two men 
came up and took her out of the 
water. * She then became insensible, 
and did not recollect anything that 
happened to her till next morning, 
when she was taken to the reverend 
Mr Ward’s house, and told him what 
the prisoner had done to her. She 
admitted that she afterwards told 
Mr Ward, in the presence of the*pri- 
soner, that she had slipped into the 
• water. She said so, because she 
could not find in her heart to bring 
the prisoner into trouble. The two* 
men who took the prosecutrix out 
of the water, corroborated her evi- 
dence, and stated, that after they had 
brought her to the cottage of one of 
them, they went to Uxbridge for the 
purpose of telling the prisoner her 
situation, but he prevented them, 
saying, You need not tell me ; I 
know all about it. Cdrse her ; 1 wish 
she had been drowned. It is not her 
happiness, but mine, that I have ^to 
study." The Jury, after a quarter of 
an hour’s consultation, returned a vei^- 
dict, Guilty. The-tprisoner was sen- 
tenced to twelve months' imprison- 
ment and hard labour. 

7tb»~ Edinbukoh. — National 
Monument.— 'This day a meeting of 


the Directors of this Institution was 
held. It was thinly attended. The^ 
meeting sanctioned thq contract for 
the erection of the twelve pillars and 
three stairs, at a cost of L. 13,000 I ! ! 
The ground is now inclosing with 
a wooden paling, which will cost at 
the least L.600 ! ! 

1 1th. — ‘ London. — Two-penny 
Post Office, Lombard SpBeet. — 
A serious accident occurred at this 
office on Wednesday, owing tq most 
reprehensible conduct in forwarding 
a quantity of fulminating powder in 
a letter. When Westbrook, a let- 
ter-stamper, applied the stamp, the 
composition exploded with dreadful 
violence.*’ His hand was nearly blown 
off, the flesh being almbst torn off 
the bones up to the knuckles. Two 
other persons who were near him 
were also slightly injured ; the table 
on which the letters were stamped 
was broken through, and several 
other letters were destroyed, so great 
was the quantity of detonating pow- 
der contained in the letter, and ithe 
force of the explosion. It was on 
Thursday ascertained that the letter 
was filent from a chemical manufac- 
tory at Woodford, in Essex> to Mr 
Allen, a druggist, in AldersgateStreet, 
with the word glass" indorsed on 
tlie envelope of the letter. With re- 
spect to poor Westbrook, who expe- 
rienced the ill effects of this want of 
caution, he, up to a late hour last 
night, was going on well ; the only 
thing now feared is an attack of the 
lock-jaw, a circumstance so frequent 
when the arteries have been severely 
injured. Mr Freeling has ordered 
every attention to be paid to the 
suflerer. Not a vestige of the bottle 
which contained tlie powder has been 
found, and a part of the stamp held 
by Westbrook was drives into his 
forefiead, but it was extracted with- 
out much difficulty. 

12th.— Liveiipooe. — Discoveby 
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OP Thiuty-Thr^e Dead Bodies. — 
On Tuesday* a considerable portion 
of the town thrown into alarm* 
in consequence of a report having 
been spread, that a great number of 
human bodies had been discovered in 
casks* and salted^ ready for shipment 
to Scotland. The circumstances, as 
far as we could collect them, were 
these: — On* Monday afitemoon, a 
carter, named John Leech, was taken 
from hissstand bv a man* who enga'>> 
ged him to can three casks firm 
Hope Street to George's Dock-quay* 
to be shipped on board the Latona, a 
vessel belonging to the Carron Coln- 
any. He went to Hope Street with 
is employer, and took in hts cart 
three casks, which were brought fVom 
a cellar under the school-room of the 
reverend J. McGowan, at the back of 
his house in Hope Street He was 
then desired to make the best of his 
way to George's Dock-quay, and his 
employer gave him a shipping note, 
describing the casks to contain bit- 
ter salts:” they were each directed 
Mr G. H. Ironson, Edinburgh.” 
7he casks were placed betwixt decks 
that afternoon, and on Tuesday moni- 
ing, when the crew of the Latona 
were about stowing them away, they 
experienced a very offensive smell, 
which caused a suspicion that their 
contents were not what the shipping 
note stated them to be : the captain 
(Walker) was informed of the cir- 
cumstance, and on pulling out a wisp 
of straw, which stopped up a small 
hole, the stench became insupport- 
able. The captain tlsen started one 
of the bungs, and, on putting his 
hand in, he found it contained hu- 
man bodies ; he proceeded to inform 
•the respectable agent o'f the company 
of the circumstance, who determined 
on giving immediate information to 
the police. Socket, a constable, was 
then sent to the quay, and having 
satisfied himself that the casks did, 
von. XIX. PAHT in. 


in fact* contain human bodies* he 
ordered them to be detained ; he tbm 
returned to the Police Office, and re.* 
ported to Mr Millar what he trad 
seen. Boughey was then desired io 
ascertain from whence the casks were 
taken, and hating succeeded in find*^ 
ing Leech* the carter, he was an-* 
formed they came from Hope Street. 
Leech accompanied Boughey and his 
assistants to Mr M‘Gowan^s cellar* 
which they found locked. Boughey 
went to Mr McGowan and inquired 
for the key* but was infot'med by 
him that he had it not* having let the 
cellar to a man who said his name 
was Henderson, a cooper* and a na-^ 
tive of Greenock. Boughey then got 
a crow-bar, broke open the door, and 
commenced a search, when he disco<^ 
vered eleven empty casks, four casks 
containing salted human bodies, threfi^ 
sacks, each containing a body* a 8y<* 
ringe, of the description which anato^ 
mists use for the purpose of injecting 
hot wax intp the veins and arteries 
of bodies, besides a great number of 
smockTrocks, jackets, and trowsers* 
no doubt used as disguises by the re- 
surrectionists. The casks and sacks 
w|iich contained the dead bodies were 
then ordered to be removed immedi- 
ately to Chapel Street dead-house. 
Mr Davies* surgeon, of St Paul's 
Square, was immediately requested 
by the coroner to inspect the casks 
and sacks, a task of no ordinary kind* 
for, on their being opened, the etilu- 
vium which issued from them was 
mostoffen8ive;he, however, examined 
the bodies* and fou'hd* in the whole, 
tkirl^^three, male and female, inclu-. 
ding several children. It did not 
appear that tliere were any marks of 
violquce on the bodies, and there was 
no doubt but they • had all been 
disinterred from different burying 
grounds and cemeteries, and convey- 
ed to this depot, in Hope Street, for 
the purpose of being exported ju 
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wholesale numbers to Scotland. At 
the suggestion of Mr Davies, who 
stated that several ofthe bodies were 
far gone in a state of decomposition, 
the bodies were re-interred on Tues- 
day evening. From various mate- 
riais found in the cellar, it may be 
conjectured that the bodies had, in 
the first process, been put into a 
strong brine, and afterwards, when 
thoroughly pickled, packed in Jlhe 
casks with tno dry salt. 

Dead Bodies. — On Monday week, 
an inquest was held in Lancaster, on 
the bodies of a woman and a child, 
which were discovered in a state that 
excited the most disagreeable sensa- 
tions. The circumstances were these. 
-—A box was brought on Sunday 
week, by the New Times coach, from 
Manchester, which, upon the evi- 
dence of the guard and coachman, 
was deliver^ed at the coach-office on 
the day previous (Saturday) by a 
man who requested it to be sent off 
the following morning , by the first 
coach, and appeared much fatigued 
with his load. The box was SSTinches 
long, 15 wide, and 12 deep, covered 
with a wrapper and corded, and ad- 
dressed to Archibald Young. E^q. 
No. 55, South Bridge Street, Edin- 
burgh ; the guard stated it to be very 
heavy, and it was with considerable 
difficulty he got it upon the roof of 
the coach ; he also felt a very unplea- 
sant smell proceeding from it, which 
afterwards proved very annoying to 
the passengers ; so much so, that they 
insisted upon its being left when at 
Garslang, but didThot succeed. How- 
ever, on reaching Lancaster, the, pass- 
engers refused going any farther if 
It was not taken off ; and it was ac- 
cordingly left at the King's Arms. 
The nauseous smell induced a belief 
tl^t it must cemtain something in a 
hi^ state of putrefkction, and on the 
following morning (Monday) it was 
openedf when its contents were found 


to be the dead bodies of a female ap- 
parently from 45 to SO, and a male 
child of about 6 weekd old; the sight 
was disgusting to all who witnessed 
it, and in order to have them packed 
in this narrow compass, the sinews of 
the neck and limbs had been cut^ the 
knees doiribkd up to the chin, and 
the legs pressed down ; Uie child was 
placed betwixt them. Under these 
ck^cumstances, the mayor, Samuel 
Gregson, Esq. who acts as* coroner 
fo^ the burgh, summoned a jury, who 
viewed the ladies, and adiourned 
until Wednesday, in order to hear the 
evidence of the guard and coachman. 
The bodies being in such a high state 
of putrefaction, it wa^ thought ne- 
cessary to inter them immediately, 
and they were decently deposited in 
the churchyard in one coffin. The 
verdict of the jury was — Found 
dead in a box.’' We understand that 
boxes of a similar description have 
been conveyed before, but no suspi- 
cion was entertained as to the nature 
of the contents. 

Captain Parry’s New Expedi- 
tion, — ^A n<?w expedition is project- 
ing for Captain Parry. It has for its 
object to reach the Northern I^)le, to 
make known to us what the inmost 
point of the ice-bound Arctic Circle 
18, Captain Franklin had offered him- 
self to undertake a journey over the 
ice from Spitzbergen to the Pole, and 
this has been adopted by Captain 
Parry, who, in addition to his own 
ardent expectations of success, pro- 
cured the sanction -of the Royal So- 
ciety to the pi^cticability of the.jen- 
teiprise. The Hecla is to be prepa- 
red for Captain Parry early m the 
ensuing spring, and in that vessel he 
is to proceed to Cloven Cliff,’' in 
Spitzbergen, .in lat. 79 deg. 79 min. 
(or^ about 600 miles from the Pole), 
. which he is expected to reach to- 
wards the end of May. Prom this 
point be wilLdepart with two vessels. 
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arc capable of being used as 
boats or sled^esj as water or me is 
found to prevail. They are & be 
built of lignt, tougb^ and flexible ma- 
terials, with coverings of leather and 
oil cloth ; the latter convertible into 
sails. Two officers and ten men are 
to be appointed to each, with provi- 
sions for 99k days, which, if they only 
travelled on the average tmrteen 
miles per day, and met with noln- 
surmouft table obstacles, would be suf- 
ficient for their reaching the long- 
desired Pole, and returning to the 
Hecla at Cloven Cliff. Dogs or rein- 
deer (the former preferable for draw- 
itg the sledges, when necessary, but 
the latter better for food, in case of 
accident or detention) are to be taken 
on the expedition. It is known that 
the summer temperature is far from 
being severe ; there is perpetual light, 
with the son continually above the ho- 
rizon, and Captain Parry knows, from 
experience, that the men on such oc- 
casions are always very healthy. Du- 
ring* his absence, the boats of the 
ships are to be engaged in exploring 
the eastern side of Spifzbergen ; .and 
the officers and men of science in 
making philosophical experiments, 
with the pendulum, on magnetism 
and meteorology, in natural history, 
&c. The reward of success, be^desthe 
personal gUny and general advantage 
attending the exploit, will be SOOCW. j 
and we earnestly hope that by this 
day twelve months. Captain Parry 
and his gallant companions may be 
safe in London to claim and receive 
it. 

Kilsyth. — The town of Kilsyth, 
county of Stirling, has lately been 
constituted a Burgh, of Barony by a 
Charter from the Crown, obtained by 
Sir Archibald Edmoxstone, Bart, of 
Duntreath, superior of the place. 
Pursuant to advertisement, the Bur- 
gesses assembled in the church on 
Friday week, for the purpose of ma- 


king their election .of a Baihe 
ancifour Councillors, when Sir Archw 
bald presented them with the Char-* 
ter, and addressed tlie meeting at 
considerable length, after it had been 
duly constituteef with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr Burns, minister of tlie pa^ 
rish. When the usual formalities had 
been gone through, the following 

S ntlemen were duly elected, viz 
r Matthew Stevenson, postmaster. 
Bailie ; and Messrs John Renniot 
James Ray, William Paterson, and 
John Rankine, Councillors, for the 
ensuing year. 

Loss OP HIS Majesty’s Schooner 
Magpie. — The Magpie, Lieutenant 
Edward Smith, was caught by a sud^ 
den and very violent squall off the 
north side of Cuba, the ^th August, 
and taken aback, and was thrown 
over on the larboard side, so as to 
lay her batches, which were open, in 
the water ; she filled, and immediately 
went down, leaving on the surface 
but a smaH boat, full of water, to 
whiclji nine persons clung, amongst 
whom was the Lieutenant, Mr C. M. 
McLean, mate, and William Mel- 
drum, gunner's mate ; the two latter^ 
>he only survivors, were picked up 
ofr Matawgas by an American brig, 
after being in the water 36 hours. 
They were surrounded by sharks, 
who came so close as to touch them, 
which terrified them so much, that 
four let go their hold in the morntng 
of the next day and perished. In the 
afternoon. Lieutenant Smith resign- 
ed himself to his Jate, after being bit 
twice* 

A Modern Robinson Crusoe,—* 
The Thetis transport, Lieut. Hop- 
kins, which arrived a few days since 
from the Pacific Ocean, bad obcasion 
to touch at the Isldnd of Mocho for 
water, the only inhabitant on which 
was an English seaman, of the name 
of Joseph Richardson, a native of 
Aldington, near Ashford, in Kent, 
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who, like another Robinson Crusoe, 
or Alexander Selkirk, had made 
choice of such a solitary houseless 
spot upwards of three years since for 
a residence, when he was landed at 
his own urgent desire from a Patriot 
ship of war, commanded by Captain 
Robertson. The island is about 60 
miles in circumference, and about 
sixty miles from the coast of Chili, in 
lat. 39. S. It is very seldom visited 
by ships, as it does not afford neces- 
sary supplies of wood, but it does of 
water in abundance. It is remark- 
ably fertile, and abounds with hogs 
and horses. Richardson has cultiva- 
ted two gardens, on the vegetable 
produce of which, with pork, young 
horse flesh, and wild pigeons, he lives. 
He hunts the former animals with 
dogs, a fine breed of which he has 
br^en in ; the pigeons are so nume- 
rous that he has little difliculty in ob- 
taining them, and a few other kinds 
of birds, though the only fire-anns he 
ossesses is an old musket«with a bro- 
en lock, which he discharges by 
means of a match ; but by patient 
watching under the trees, he contrives 
with such defective means to vary his 
diet as often as he wishes. About nine 
months since, the Indians, hearing fef 
his desolate situation, though not at 
all disposed to join in community, 
landed two of their native girls on tfie 
island. Richardson instantly made 
choice of one of them as his consort, 
and proclaimed her Queen of the is- 
land, and the other he calls his cook. 
The distinction be^tween these two 
individuals was quite perceptible on 
the present visit.— Richardson haxjng 
no means of amusement besides the 
necessary employment of obtaining 
subsistence, at his own request Lieu- 
tenant Hopkins supplied him with a 
Bible and Prayer Book. Lieutenant 
H. offered to take him off the island, 
but he refused to leave it, declaring 
his determination of passing his life 


in his own government. He had com* 
roenced erecting a fort to protect 
himlelf from the Indians. There was 
no present appearance of an increase 
of his subjects. 2Vfe- 

gremh* 

The village of Ravenstone, Bucks, 
was last Wednesday thrown into the 
utmost alarm and const|‘rnation by^ 
the report that a labouring roan of 
thd name of Bates had attempted to 
destroy himself and his family, con- 
sisting of a wife and two daughters. 
The unfortunate man, it appears, was 
a shoemaker, but, owing to the grekt 
depression of the times, had not been 
able to^et work during the last few 
weeks ; his daughters, vrfio are grown 
up, were in the habit of making lace, 
but from the same cause could not 
dispose of their work, and in conse- 
quence the whole family was reduced 
to the last stage of want and wretch- 
edness. On Wednesday last, the un- 
happy father, unable any longer to 
witness the distress of his wife and 
daughters, proceeded to a neighbour- 
ing market town, and succeeded in 
ol^ining a cdnsiderable quantity of 
white arsenic, which, on his return 
home, he mixed in a pudding, witli 
the determination of putting an end 
to the lives of the whole family. The 
consequenV;es were truly horrible — 
th^ father and daughters ate greedily 
of the unwonted fare, which the mo- 
ther, supposing it to be the effects of 
hunger, restrained herself from doing. 
In about an hour afterwards, the 
father and his two daughters were 
corpses, and the* mother now lingers 
in a most dangerous state, and but 
little hopes are entertained of her ul- 
timate recovery. 

A meeting the Livery of Lon- 
don, pursuant to a requisition present- 
ed by Mr Favelltothe Lord Mayor, 
on Michael mas-day, was held at 
Guildhall. A committee, consisting 
pf Aldermen Waithman and Wood, 
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and Mr Orator Hunt, for drawin/r up 
the resolutions to be submitted to the 
meeting, met in the Reading Room 
attached to the* Hall, when the reso- 
lutions 'underwent a final revision. 
At half past one o’clock, the Lord 
May.or, Aldermen, ^ and other city 
officers, entered the Hall, and the 
meeting having been opened in the 
usual way, the Lord Mayor came for- 
ward, and after stating the object for 
which the .meeting had assembled, 
expressed his hope that they would 
hear individuals on both sides of the 
i|UCstion with that attention which 
the importance of the question de- 
manded. — Mr Favell then addressed 
the meeting at considerable length, 
'and entered fntq a view of the pre- 
sent slate of the country. He con- 
tended, that the distressed state not 
only of our manufacturing, but also 
of our shipping and agricultural in-, 
tcrest, arose from the introduction of 
our Corn Laws. He said that much 
information liad been come at from 
the able remarks that had appeared 
in the public press, supported by a 
gentleman, Mr Whitmore, who had 
-written a pamphlet on* the subject, 
to whicli he (Mr Favell) would refer 
the IJvcry for their perusal ; and 
Avhen it was considered that senti- 
ments, such as appeared^ in that 
work, coming from a person,* whose 
interests wore in a measure depend- 
ent on the high price of corn, his ho- 
nourable testimony on this occasion 
would have its due weight. Mr Fa- 
veil here read some extracts, and 
concluded by observing, thatasd^ar- 
liament were likely to meet soon, 
and as they had their Members (some 
new) who were preparing to put on 
the harness, he had* no doubt but 
they would make a stand against a 
continuance of the present system, 
which was likely to plunge the coun- 
try into greater misery and final ruin. 
1'he learned gentleman concluded 


by moving the first resolution.-— Mr 
Bowring seconded the resolution; 
andJVfr Hunt spoke, at great length, 
on the right of every one to petition 
against a grievance which was felt 
by the grower and the consumer— 
the bread-eater as well as the corn- 
grower. It is unnecessary to add, 
that the re.solutions were carried. 

It is currently reported in the high 
military circles, that an arrangement 
is About to take place, very accept- 
able to the army, showing the Com- 
mandor-in-Chiers gracious disposi- 
tion to its interests, whilst iie recom- 
mends a reward for past services to 
the needy but meritorious officers 
who cannot get on by purchase.— 
1’he outlines of the plan appear to 
be, that in time of peace, for the sake 
of regimental duty, the brevet is not 
to go any farther down than the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels ; but that in the other 
ranks there is to be a promotion, (as 
recently on the half pay,) viz. subal- 
terns having served 15 years or up- 
wards, and sine as Lieutenants, to be 
Captajns ; Captains 21 years and up- 
wards, and seven as Captains, to be 
Majors ; and Majors serving 25 years 
or upwards, five as Majors, to be 
Bieutcnant-Colonds on the half pay, 
from which they arc to be replaced 
in the service by those ycKing and ac- 
tive officers lately promoted, amongst 
whom thedield officers are generally 
those M'lio have been captains or sub- 
alterns in the late war. 

Diibadfuj-. Muudbiif,. — On Fri- 
day morning, the whole of the neigh- 
bourhood of Lefttherhead, 8urrey, 
was tiirown into a state of consider- 
able* excitation and horror, in conse- 
quence of the barbarous murder of 
two aged individuals, who resided on 
ther borders of Fetcham Common, 
within two miles oT Leatherhead, ancl 
at a short distance off the high road 
to Guildford. The names of the lui- 
happy persons are, John Akelnirst, a 
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helpless old man, aged 95, and his 
housekeeper, Elizabeth Haines, aged 
74. They inhabited a cottage in the 
midst of a small orchard, in a very 
solitary and lonely situation. The old 
man liad, it was generally believed, 
amassed, by his industry and econo- 
my, and the produce of his orchard, 

. a sum of money. He had long been 
bed-ridden, and, as well as the aged 
housekeeper, was, by decay of nature, 
so much reduced that he could not 
have offered any resistance to the 
murderous aHacl^ The murders were 
committed, it would appear, about 
midnight, by some one who had en- 
tered the bouse by a washhouse win- 
dow, the glass of which was broken. 
The female was found dead near the 
old man’s bed, on the floor, naked, 
and weltering in her blood, her head 
being dreadmlly beaten with a ham- 
mer, or similar instrument ; and the 
old man was found dead in bed, his 
head similarly wounded, and tlie 
temporal artery divided. Consider.! 
able mystery is attached to this dreads 
ful affair, no property being carried 
off. A man of notorious character 
was taken up on suspicion, but no 
evidence fixing the guilt upon him 
was elicited. He is, however,, de- 
tained. The old man had willed his 
house, Sic. to his housekeeper, for 
one year, together with some of the 
furniture ; die former to be then de- 
livered up to his daughter, an old 
woman of 60, who lives with her hus- 
band a few miles off. The daughter 
did not exhibit any marks of sorrow 
at the view of the Jodies, and eagerly 
demanded the will, declaring the 
property to be hers. A reward of 
one hundred guineas is offered for tl^ 
apprehension of the murderer, or 
murderers, or such infQrmation as 
may lead to thfiiF arrest— Another 
man, named Comey, who had been 
ill that neighbourhood at the time of 
the murdtTj ami whose shirt was 


stained apparently with blood, has 
since Ijeen apprehended, but notliin^ 
was proved against him. 

23d .— £di NBURGfl. — P hoj ected 
City Impeovbments — ^A meeting of 
the Committee of Inhabitants, named 
last year, and of the Magistrates, was 
held in the Council Chamber to t^e 
into consideration the projected im- 
provements on the city.* The Lord 
Provost liavingb^en called to the chair, 
•His lordship stated to the meet- 
ing, that last year it had be^h deter- 
mined to delay for a season the im- 
provements then projected ; and this 
resolution, he believed, had given ge- 
neral satisfaction, as it had afforded 
the inhabitants more time to consider 
and to mature the subject. It was 
now his lordship's intention to pro- 
pose a much more limited scale of 
alterations and improvements than 
had been formerly suggested, and 
by which the characteristic features 
of the ancient ridge on which the Old 
Town is built would not be disturb- 
ed. This limited scale would be bet- 
ter suited to the state of the present 
times, as the sum requisite.' for the 
purpose wohld be much reduced, 
while at the same time it would not 
preclude, but rather pave the way for, 
future or more extended improve- 
ments. Ist. The first object to which 
his lordship would direct the atten- 
tion of the meeting, was the lower- 
ing and levelling of the High Street 
This seemed to be a measure quite 
imperative. 2d. He would next pro- 
pose the opening up of the street to 
the Castle Hill,, by the removal of the 
decayed wooden tenements upon the 
north side ; straightening that side 
of the street, by which a view of the 
fortress will be given from the High 
Street, and replacing these tene- * 
ments by houces in the old Flemish 
style of architecture, or whatever 
style appears most consonant with 
the character of the most ancient ]mrt 
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of the city. It was not intended to 
gropose any alteration on the south 
side of the street^ as the houses were 
in general goo^> and formed no ob- 
struction to the view of the Castle. 
The lowering of the street at the east 
end of the esplanade was not propo- 
sed* to be greater than what was ta- 
ken off at the head of the West Bow. 
5. The nexj; point to which he would 
bend their attention was the opening 
of a street, from the head of the West 
Bow^ {Aid carrying it along the south 
bank of the Castle Hill, to coit^pm- 
nicate witli that part of the town to 
the west of the Castle^ which was in- 
creasing so rapidly. The great ad- 
vantages to result from opening a 
level communication between that 
populous district and the Old Town 
were so obvious^ as to require no il- 
lustration to those who are at all ac- 
quainted with the localities of the 
city ; and as the sanction of the Board 
of Ordnance had been obtaineA^ for 
that measure, of which the expense 
was not very great, his lordship hoped 
it would meet with the approbation 
of the public. That the above for- 
med the substance oPwhat he ^^uld 
at present propose to be done, as it 
would serve to prepare the way for 
the south approach, and would in 
truth form a key-stone for any future 
access to the southern disfricts, which 
would be, much more easily accom- 
plished by this primary improve- 
ment having taken place. 

Mr Kincaid Mackenzie then rose 
and said, that no dependence was to 
be placed on estimates j for he had 
lately been called on to pay L. 17,000 
for a work which was estimated at 
L.8000, and therefore he thought 
that provision sboqld be made in the 
bill for L.40, 000 instead ofL.25,009. 

Mr Robison said, that it depend- 
ed altogether on the character of the 
architects, whether their estimates 
might be depended on» For Iiis pait^ 


he had lately paid L.2875 for a work 
which had been estijpgtcd at L.2850. 
L.M,000 would be an unreasonable 
demand. 

Dr Inglis asked if nothing was 
meant to be done just now about the 
southern approach. 

The Lora Provost said, that the 
present measure might fairly be deem- 
ed preparatory to a southern commu* 
nication. But the expense of the 
w^est approach, which was only be- 
tween L,9000 and L.10,000, was so 
much below that of thf^ south, which 
was between L.30,000 and L.40, 000, 
that he confessed he feared just now 
to adventure upon the latter. 

After this, a report, prepared under 
the superintendence and sanction of 
the Lord Provost, was partly read to 
the mating, the estimates contained 
in which stated the west road at 
L.9860,and the south at L.33,146, 5^ 

Mr William Inglis moved, and his 
motion was seconded by Dr Inglis, 
that the report be printed and circu- 
lated for the information of the public. 

Dr Hay, Dr M‘Lagan, and Mr 
Shefiff Duff, severally objected to 
the prosecution pf the measure at 
this period of general depression, and 
, chiefly because anew Debtors* Jail 
Was a measure of paramount necessi- 
ty. On which the Lord Provost ob- 
served, that the state of the times was 
all in their favour ; and as to the jai), 
he had hopes he would be able to ma- 
nage it without an assessment. 

The Lord Register asked wbat tlic 
amount of the proposed assessment 
might be? The Lord Provost— 
About II. on lOOI. rental, divided 
between landlord and tenant for five 
years. [^This on a 2Bh rent (above 
the average) is 3^. on the landlord 
and 2s, on the tenant for five years.] 

The Lord Register expressed his 
satisfaction at the statement, and said 
his fellow citizens might coiuniand his 
services in support uf the hill He 
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Iiopcil the southern districts would 
not renew theiigi^pposition. 

Mr Alexander Muckle, as one pf a 
committee of the inhabitants of the 
seventeenth ward, stated, that there 
was a public meeting of the inhabit- 
ants called by advertisement, and 
the principle of the resolutions was, 
that the commission should consist of 
at least two. thirds, chosen openly, of 
those paying assessment. 

The Lord Provost, — It is agreed 
that a large proportion of the Com- 
missioners should be named by the 
AVards of Police. 

Mr Muckle. — A majority of them 
must be so ; and if this be the case, I 
venture to say, that you will get as 
much money as you need. 

Mr Leonard Elorner asked whether 
the districts immediately connected 
with the openings were to pay more 
than the rest of the town ? 

The Lord Provost.— As they reap 
the immediate benefit, it is proposed 
to lay on them an extra part of the 
assessment. c 

Mr Horner. — This is quite just. 

Bailie Luke said, that he was liigh- 
ly favourable to the improvements ; 
but he thought a different line for the 
west road should be taken, by Bro-^ 
die's Close, and a bridge over the 
Cowgate head, and forward by He- 
riot's Hospital, taking in a small por- 
tion of the Hospital play-ground. 

The Lord Provost.— The Commit- 
tee will take the best line they can 
got, and have considered this matter 
well. The line mentioned by Bailie 
Luke was under their view, but he 
believed it would be found not at all 
an advisable one. 

Mr Inglis's motion, as seconded by 
Dr Inglis, was then put and unam- 
niously agreed to ; and it was resol- 
ved to hold an {fdjourned meeting 
on Monday the 6th November, to de- 
termine on the farther proceedings, 
with an understanding, that if neces- 


sary, in point of form. Parliamentary 
notices should be given for the bill io 
the meantime ; the public always 
being made aware, th4t these notices 
are merely to serve the point df form, 
and that the farther progress of the 
measure must depend on the public 
opinion. • 

France. — Death op Talma.— 
This celebrated actor died at Paris 
on the morning of the 19th, The fol- 
lovflng letter appears in the Etoik of 
Friday : r ^ 

"rSiR, — Talma died this morning, 
at thirty-five minutes past eleven o'- 
clock. He had repeatedly, and in 
presence of many of his friends, ex- 
pressed ►a wdsh to be carried directly 
from his own house to »ihe place of 
his last rest. I beg, sir, that you will 
have the goodness, agreeably to the 
last wish of my uncle, to give all pos- 
sible publicity to this declaration. 

(Signed) 

^ Amedee "Talma, M.D. 

‘‘ Paris, Oct. 0." 

The Etoik of Saturday adds the 
following particulars : — The body of 
Talma was opened this day at* moon, 
in presence of the physicians and 
surgeons who attended on him du- 
ring his fatal illness. It was disco- 
vered from inspection, that what had 
been advanced several months ago 
was peifec'tly correct — namely, that 
the cause of this celebrated actor's 
death was a complete obliteration, 
for nearly two inches in length, of 
the large intestine, at about six inches 
from its termination. In the other 
parts of the bowels there was a se- 
condary inHammation observable. It 
is obvious that the obliteration above 
noticed must have rendered vain all 
the cares of the first medical men of 
the capital. 

The Archbishop of Piuris made se- 
veral attempts to see him during his 
long illness, to reconcile him to the 
Catholic Church, and thus to have a 
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pretext for allowing to Ins remains 
those funeral rites, from whidi^ as a 
player, he was excluded, but whose 
denial to so popular a character might 
become Ihe subject of public scandal, 
or even lead to the breach of the 
public peace. Talma, however, re- 
fused him an interview. 

Talma is entitled to the highest 
praise of thes^ stage. He has been for 
thirty years at the head of acting in 
France. Among the cloud of aspi- 
rants, no man has approached him ; 
he has had no equal, even no riwil, 
almost no remote competitor. Talma, 
almost at his entrance into theatrical 
life, made his strength felt, obtained 
his rank, aqd has from that hour kept 
it without fetr of change. Talma 
was born in Paris, about the year 
1760. When about eight years old, 
his father, who lived in London, a 
goldsmith, sent for him, and the fu- 
ture Roscius of France, was, after a 
few years spent at a boarding-school 
in the classic neighbourhood of Lam- 
' both,, articled to a surgeon. His thea- 
trical propensities, however, had made 
therasekes so well known among the 
foreigners in London, tfiat Sir John 
Ciallina — the Albert of his day, then 
superintending an amateur French 
company, at the Hanover Square 
Rooms, applied to Talma, and he 
played in a whole succession* of co- 
medies. But the English stage was 
then in its glory — Sidions and Kem- 
ble were in their prime. The per- 
formance of these two pre-eminent 
leaders decided Talma's vocation. 
Unquestionably they formed his taste. 
He returned to Paris, and took a fresh 
and full review of all that was able 
or attractive in the national compa- 
nies, He was for a long time, owing 
to absurd regulations, condemned to 
play parts unworthy t)f him, and it 
was to Chenier he was indebted for 
being brought into a more favourable 
light. Wc blialJ not mention the 


long list of characters In which he 
excelled ; the first he became noto- 
rious in was Charles the Ninth ; the 
last, Charles the Sixth* 

Funeral of Talma, — According 
to his last desire, the mortal remains 
of Talma were on Friday carried di- 
rect from his house to the cemetery 
of Pere la Chaise. At ten o'clock 
precisely, the funeral procession set 
out. It consisted of a magnificent 
hearse drawn by four horses, fifteen 
mourning coaches, Talma's carriage, 
with those of Mile. Marfs and Mfle. 
Duchesnois, and two or three empty 
ones, having their curtains lowered. 
In the first mourning toach, we no- 
ticed M. Arhault, sen, and M. de 
Jouy, habited in the costume of the 
Institute. All the others were empty, 
the fineness of the weather having al- 
lowed Talma's friends, who were to 
have gone in them, to follow the 
procession on foot, whicli they pre- 
ferred. The number of persons com- 
posing it may be estimated at three 
or four thousand, almost all young 
persons, at the head of whom walked 
several distinguished by decorations. 
M. Mechin, in his costume as a de- 
puty, and the performers of the Thea- 
tres Royal, all bareheaded, march- 
ing in the greatest order and silence. 
—Numbers, by the expression of 
their faces, showed the profound 
grief with which they were penetra- 
ted. The procession arrived at Pere 
la Chaise at about half past eleven 
o'clock. Midway up the steep Icadr 
ing to it, the hearse stopped ; twelve 
young men then carried the coffin to 
the borders of the grave destined to 
reccpive it. From an early hour in 
the morning, a considerable crowd, 
amounting, perhaps, to ^0,000 per- 
sorfs, had filled the cemetery, and 
when the coffin was* brought into it, 
they assembled round the tonil). It 
was not without difficulty that tlie 
persons carrying the coffin, with tlje 
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friends^ and even the orators them- 
selves, wer.e scarcely ableto get within 
the circle- With the exception of this 
disorder, which only arose out of a 
pardonable anxiety, everything pass- 
ed with the greatest propriety and re- 
ligious respect- Funeral orations we^e 
delivered over the grave, by Lafon 
and De Jouy- 

A, new coinage of gold, silver^ and 
copper, has just been completed at 
the Mint, ^'our or five of the prin- 
cipal bankers had each one set as a 
specimen, aSd no more. A set con- 
sists of one SL piece, with a 2/. piece, 
a 1/. piece, and a IOj. piece (gold) ; 
a 5s» piece, a half-crown piece, a 1^., 
and a sixpence, (silver) ; a penny, a 
halfpenny, and a farthing, in copper. 
The 5L piece bears on one side the 
arms of Great Britain engraved on 
drapery, with the motto Decus ci Tu^ 
tamen, and the date of the year ; on 
the other side the head of his Majesty, 
similarto theoneon the new sovereign. 
This piece is supposed to be taken 
from the forty Lin pieefe of Parma. 
The 2Z. piece is the same as the 
above. The ll piece is also the 
same, but not engraved on drapery 
The 5^. piece, the half-crown piece, 
the 1^., and the 6d., bear the armpbf 
Great Britain the same as those al- 
ready issued. The penny, halfpenny, 
and farthing, are dated 1826. 

Captain Parry, the celebrated na- 
vigator, was married, on Monday 
last, at Alderney, to the accomplish- 
ed daughter of oir John T. Stanley. 


NOVEMBER. 

7ih — Hull. — The Graham steam- 
vessel left Griipsby about eight o’ 
clock this morning, on her passage 
to this port. At that time, the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, Captain Oman, the 
largest and most magnificent steam- 


vessel in Europe, which plies between 
Leith and London, and which left 
the latter city on her voyage to Leith, 
on Saturday, was ridlingin the roads, 
having been prevented front making 
her passage northwards, by the vio- 
lence of the wind from that quarter, 
and the roughness of the sea. The 
Graham proceeded directly towards 
her^ in order to take passengers, 
for this district^ and also those who, 
f]%m the previous detention of the 
vessel by contrary Avinda, ifrished to 
proceed overland. She arrived along- 
side about half past eight, and in ten 
minutes from that time, while the 
transference of passengers and lug- 
gage was actively taking place, the 
boiler of the Graham suddenly burst 
with a tremendous explosion. The 
scene of alarm and confusion which 
followed was of the most appalling 
description. The deck of the Graham, 
at that moment, was literally swarm- 
ing with passengers. She left Grims- 
by with about forty, and had received 
nearly the same number from the 
Unitra Kingdom. Many of these, by 
the violence of the shock, were raised 
from their feet — ^some of them to a 
great height — and precipitated into 
the Humber, the tide at that time 
running in strongly. Most providen- 
tially, Captain Oman had, with a 
very wise precaution, two boats ready 
manned ; and, under his able direc- 
tion, additional aid was instantly af- 
forded by his passengers and crew, 
through whose active and persevering 
exertions^ a very large proportion of 
the unfortunatp persons thrown over- 
board were rescued from their peril- 
ous situation. The consequences of 
the accident, however, were soon 
found to be most fatal and extensive. 
On€f%ian, a seaman, named MelHns, " 
was killed by a large fragment of the 
metal, on board the United Kingdom. 
Another, a Mr J. Cundill, proved to 
be lifeless when taken out of the wa- 
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ter. Four more were known to be 
missing — no doubt drowned ; and it 
appeared probable that this was not 
the whole extent of the loss. One 
man hacl his skull fractured ; about 
twenty others were severely scalded^ 
at|d. nve or six more or less slightly 
wounded. Fortunately, among the 
passengers on board the United King- 
dom, wereifour medical gentlemen, 
who afforded the most prompt |nd 
efficient assistance, as the persons re- 
covered from tbe water were brought 
into that vessel ; and every spei^ies 
of help, which his simple means could 
furnish, or humanity suggest, was 
most liberally and readily supplied 
by Captain Oman, and those under 
his command, tq tlie unfortunate suf- 
ferers, most of whom had received 
the necessary aid, and were put to 
bed, or furnished with dry clothing, 
in a surprisingly short period after 
the accident. 

The following is a list of the suffer* 
ers, so far as can be at present ascer- 
tained 

John Cundill, a Baptist minister, of 
SouthHStreet, in this tpwn, leaving a 
wife and three children. He former- 
ly lived at Saffron Walden, and late- 
ly published a small pamphlet enti- 
tled Reasons for Renouncing Un/- 
tarianism.” ^ 

William Mellins, seaman, of Scar- 
bro*. Thi& man was recently employ- 
ed on board the United Kingdom, but 
had been paid off while she was in the 
Humber, and was coming up to Hull 
in the Graham. He had stepped on 
board the United Kingdom just be- 
fore the accident happened. 

The four following are known to 
have been lost overboard. We f^‘ar 
others have perished in the same man- 
ner 

Richard Jenney, about 50, who was 
for many years a driver of a stage- 
coach from Louth to Grimsby. He 
Iiud lately accompanied the packet, 


backwards and forwards, with a fVuit 
basket, &c. John Bio we, an elderly 
mm, vi^ell known here as owner of a 
luggage boat, which passed regularly 
from mis port to Grimsby. He has 
left eleven children. John Potter, of 
Grimsby, coal-porter, who has ^so 
left a very large family. John Wrajr, 
a cabinet-maker, of Carr Lane, m 
thb town. He bad been at Grimsby 
to obtain a situation as foreman, and 
has left a pregnant wife and three 
children. 

Addresses of thanks flave been pre- 
sented to Captain Oman from the pass- 
engers of both vessels. . 

Amongst the multituae of indivi- 
duals who filled the Tuileries on Sa- 
turday (Charles the Tenth's Birth- 
day), Sir Walter Scott and his daugh- 
ter were observed with the greatest 
interest. The King, by a mark of 
distinction the more flattering, be- 
cause it was exclusive, allowed the 
illustrious Scotchman'to be pIace#on 
bis passage in the glass gallery, where 
only ladie8*are usually admitted. His 
Majosty complimented, in a few 
words full of elegance, the labours of 
the historian of the misfortunes of the 
Stuarts, tbe writer who dedicated some 
directing lines to the exile of the House 
of Bourbon. The King afterwards, 
with as much delicacy as kindness, 
conversed in English with the hand- 
some and timid Miss Anna Scott. 

Riot at Hilltown, County 
Down. — Extract of a letter from 
Newry, 7th November 1826: — I 
just seize this opportunity of telling 
you that a serious affair has taken 
place at the little village of Hilltown, 
wisiiin eight miles of this ; the entire 
occasioned by an Orange procession 
who were marching (decked in the 
trappings of the confederacy, to ce- 
lebrate the anniversary of the Gun- 
powder Plot) past the Catholic Cha- 
pel of Hilltown, just as tlic congrega- 
tion were coming out after muss, on 
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last Sunday, Strife arose between the frigates, and neither of them was 
partiesi while passing each other, yet launched. The building of the 
close to the Chapel, on the road,' The frigates was, in truth, not announced 
Cl^rangemen, being well armed, fired as near its conclusibn, til^ eleven 
on the crowd. Three Catholics were months from its commencement, in- 


fcilled» and great numbers on both 
sides dangerously wounded in the des- 
perate encounter that ensued. These 
ai;e the general facts, an autlientic de^ 
tail of the more minute parts of this 
tragedy not being as yet comeatable^ 
if I may use the word ; but when if is, 
you shall have it from me. The whole 
•district of the country is in [a state 
of unparallelkl excitement and alarm, 
and I dre^^that grievous will be the 
consequences springing from such a 
transaction." 

Leipsic Fair, — Three hundred and 
ninety-one booksellers met at the last 
Easter Fair at Leipsic ; and two thou- 
sand three hundred and seventy-four 
new works, written in German or in 
the ancient languages, sufficiently 
pr^ed the prodigious activity with 
which the sciences are cultivated. 
To these must be added** atlases, ro- 
mances, dramatic pieces, m«sical 
compositions, &c, making the whole 
amount to two thousand seven hun- 
dred and forty mine. 

The Greek Frigates.— A pam- 
phlet has been published ai New 
York, on the subject of the frigates 
intended for the Greeks, by the Greek 
deputy or agent, Contostovlos. The 
statement is to this effect That an 
application was made to two houses, 
that of Le Roy, Bayard, and Co. and 
that of G. G. and S. Howland, to 
build the frigates ; that the houses in 
question accepted the job with grati- 
tude ; that they gave in an esUtfiatc 
Ibr one frigate, amounting to 247,500 
dollars ; and engaged to finish the two 
in the. course of months. In the 
space, however, of five mdnths, the 
contractors had already drawn for 
and received more by 200,000 dollars 
tlian tJic rsiJmated cost of the two 


stead of six ; and then the expense of 
each, instead of 240,000 dollars, was 
550,000 dollars; and the Greek de- 
puties were informed that they should 
not sail till the money , vi^s paid. A 
difpute Consequently ensued between 
M. Contostavios and the tw^. houses 
of Bayards and Hoiflands ; law was 
had recourse to ; arbitrators were 
appointed ; their award was unsa- 
tisfactory ; and the pamphlet thus 
concludes : — But, what will fill 
every bosom with horror, remains 
still to be told. I think* I mentioned 
that the deputies, in commissioning 
these two frigates, wrote to both 
houses not to undertake the build- 
ing of them in case the laws of the 
United States should be opposed to 
their construction and departure. 
Messrs Bayards and Howlands an- 
swered that there was no law to pre- 
vent it, and without any farther 
trouble undertook their consti'iiction. 
It was now, during the arbitration, 
contended by ray counsel, and must 
be acknowledged on all hands, that 
this transaction was illegal, and that 
the frig.aU?s were subject to seizure 
and confiscation at every moment, 
and at the instigation of any man who 
should choose to be an informer. Was 
it then generous, was it just, was it 
Christian-like, in these arbitrators, 
after having awarded to these houses 
a commission amounting altogether 
to 86,381 dollars 60 cents, for the 
building of these two frigates, to 
award and order their balances to be 
paid, and throw upon a foreigner, not 
only the whole responsibility of the 
law, but also thdimpossibiiity of send- 
ing out this last resource to Ids coun- 
try ? (Generous reader, whoever you 
arc, calm your anxiety. The frigate, 
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the only frigate, which cost LASS, 000 
sferling to the Greek nation, is now 
on her way to ^rreece. For the same 
countryHhat gave birth to these ar- 
bitrators, gave alsoexistenceto Henry 
D. and Robert Sedgwick ; witliout 
wlpse intervention and assistance, 
the generous way in which, through 
their disinterested solicitations, a bondl 
to an amount of 600,000 dollars has 
been signed by several individuals, 
ami theif unpara|lelcd exertions, the 
frigate, with this award, could nejer 
leave these American shores ! These 
two gentlemen, with the upright and 
noble-minded John Duer and B. Ro- 
binson, constituted my counsel. The 
•noble, the independent, the fatherly 
way (for friendly does not express half 
the feelings of my heart) in which they 
have defended this sacred cause, has 
acquired for them my gratitude and 
the gratitude of my country.*' 
Convocation of the Clekgv.— 
A General Assembly of the Clergy in 
Convocation took place on Wednes- 
day, its is usual on the opening of a 
new Parliament, to choose Delegates, 
and on otlier formal business. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop 
of London, Sir John Nicholl (Dean of 
the Arches), Sir C- Robinson (King's 
Advocate), with other Judges, Doc-* 
tors, and Proctors, belongiifg to the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, all in full cos- 
tume, walked in procession from the 
Chapter-house, in St Paul’s Church- 
yard to the Cathedral, They w’erc 
received at the great western en- 
trance by the Dean (the Bishop of 
Llandaff,) Dr Hughes; one of the Re- 
sidentiaries, and the other Members 
of the Choir, who preceded them to 
their stalls. The service, commen- 
cing with the Litany, was read in 
l.atin by the Dean, after w hich the 
Gloria in cxceUis was chanted, pre- 
vious to the sermon, which was 
preached also in Latin, by the very 


Rev, Dr Mock, Dean of Peterb?- 
roug/i. Of tills discourse, which w^ 
composed with great elegance and 

E of style, the Catholic clatnis 
1 the prominent feature. In aL 
luston to the Parliamentary inquiry, 
which took place in both Houses, the 
preacher insisted strongly on the 
proofs derived from the evidence of 
the claimantt themselves, that the 
tei^ts of the Roman Catholic Church 
were not, as has been alleged, melio- 
rated and softened down by t^me, but 
that their nature was unchanged ai)d 
unchangeable. With respect to tlie 
Irish Catholics more especially, he 
maintained, that in pressing their re- 
monstrances they were urged on by 
their priests, who, masking their rem 
designs under the pretence of con-, 
suiting the common good, were prin- 
cipally actuated by the desire of ag- 
grandizing the Church of Rome. In 
conclusion, he called upon his reve- 
rend brethren not to relax their vi- 
gilance, but jto continue to deprecate 
any measures which might operate to 
produie a change in the religion which 
their predecessors had suffered so 
much to establish, On the conclu- 
sion of the sermon, his Grace the Pri- 
mffte pronounced the benediction, and 
the procession returned in the same 
order as it had arrived, and shortly 
afterwards adjourned. 

Regimental Court op Inquiry, 
Royal Guards, — Blue, 

It is well known that a Court of 
Inquiry has been for some time past 
sittir^g in this distinguished Regiment, 
in order to decide on the truth or 
falsehood of an imputation made upon 
Loud William Lennox, a captain in . 
the corps, of having been the author 
of a series of offensive personalities 
against the Earl of Glengall, which 
have appeared in the Age Sunday 
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paper* A second subject of the in-* 
vestigatioii appears to have 
whetner the noble officer in question 
did at any time, while on duty with 
his regiment, submit his conduct to 
be canvassed by any person or set of 
persons whatever,— circumstance 
which, we presume, would involve a 
point of military etiquette. The Court, 
which is understood to have been ori- 
ginally convened at the instance, of 
Lord William himself, (who, as will 
be seen, manifested throughout the 
business the strongest desire that the 
whole of his conduct connecte<l with 
the transaction should be fully inves- 
tigated,) sat more than once* The 
noble earl already alluded to, acce- 
ded to a re(|uest made him to attend 
and mve his testimony before it, as 
did iJso several other gentlemen con- 
nected more or less with the proceed- 
ings ; and after the fullest and most 
patient investigation, the Court re- 
turned their written opiniop to their 
colonel, the Duke of ^Wellington, 
who has since expressed his full con- 
currence in, and satisfaction alt, the 
conclusion to which it was come — a 
conclusion, we are glad to find, as 
completely exculpatory of the honour 
of the noble lord, whose conddet 
was the subject of investigation, as 
the manner in which the whole in- 
quiry has been conducted, and its 
result, must have been gratifying to 
his feelings. Military etiquette will 
of course prevent official promulga- 
tion of the proceedings of a Court of 
Inquiry of this d^cription ; but the 
substance of them we are enabled to 
lay before the public, and the correct- 
iMs of the account may be depended 
on. Its report is to the following effect ; 
'tiiat the Court, having duly consi- 
dered the statenfent of Lord William 
Lehnox, and the evidence given by 
the Earl of Glengall and other gentle- 
mcni present at meetings held in 


London, on the subject, are of opi- 
nion that there is no ground whatever 
for the report which has been in cir- 
culation, and that it appears to the 
Court that Lord William Lennox has 
throughout acted with judgment and 
candour; that he has shown every 
inclination to have his conduct tho- 
roughly examined ; and^that he has 
afforded every facility to the investi- 
gation. On weighing farther all the 
evidence and circum^ances of the case, 
th^ Court are finally of opinion, that 
Lord William’s statement has not been 
contradicted, and that no reason what- 
ever exists for supposing that his 
lordship either ever has written for, 
or been at all oonneoted with, the 
Age newspaper. 

With respect to the question of 
Lord William LCnnox having sub- 
mitted his conduct to be scrutinized 
by certain gentlemen, at the time he 
was engaged in doing military duty 
with his regiment in London, the 
Court are of opinion that certain' 
meetings, which did take place) were 
not considered by Lord Willfem Len- 
Tkoqi, to be held for the purpose of any 
investigation, but in order to promote 
an explanation of a misunderstanding 
wbicu existed between the Earl of 
'Glengall and himself ; but that Lord 
Williain ivould willingly at all times 
have submitted to, and v^as earnestly 
desirous to promote, any inquiry, by 
any means, which his regiment might 
think proper to institute, in order to 
rescue his character from a charge 
prejudicial to his honour as an officer 
and a gentleman.” 

The report of the Court of Inquiry, 
of which we have thus given the te- 
nour, is understood to have been pr&« 
sented early in the week to the Duke 
of Wellington^ who has sjlnce signified 
his formal approbation of its con- 
tents; and the result has been for 
some days privately, but pretty ge^ 
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nerally^ circulatctl at the west end of 
tfie town, where it has given liniver* 
sal satisfaction*? 

l6th.^— Glasgow.-— Univehsitv 
OP* Glasgow. — Thomas Campbell, 
Esq* was elected Lord Hector of the 
College of Glasgow, for the ensuing 
year* Mr Canning and Sir Thomas 
Brisbane wgre also proposed* The 
votes were — for Mr Campbell, 283 — 
for Sir T. Rrisbane, 1 96— for Mr Can- 
ning* * 

17th, — Edinbuiigh. — Anti-Pa- 
tronage Society. — The second an- 
nual meeting of the Society for im- 
proving, the System of Church Patro- 
nage in Scotland, was held. in the 
Great Room^ Waterloo Hotel. A 
large assemblagd of ladies and'^gen- 
tlemen were present. George Sindair, 
Esq. younger of Ulbster in the chair. 

The Secretary read to the meeting 
a report by the Directors. 

The report commenced by stating, 
that the Directors, afler the lapse of 
another year, came before the public 
with new confidence in the excellence 
of thew Institution — ^the object of 
which was to restore to* the peoplp an 
interest in the choice of their minis- 
ters. The report, at some length, 
brings forward the practice of anti- 
quity, the authority of the Scripture^, 
and of the early reformer^ in favour 
of the system ; and answers the ob- 
jections made by the opponents of 
the Society. It then urges, on coun- 
try parishes, the forming themselves 
into parochial auxiliary societies ; and 
states, that were little societies gene- 
rally established over the country, 
producing only L.l each annually, 
a sum of L.l 000 per annum would 
by this means aloqe be produced, 
which, added to what might be done 
in large to\Yn^ would afi^rd suiEcient 
funds for every purpose of the Socie- 
ty. The Directors then state, that 
besides the formation of various auxi- 
liary societies, they had been encou^ 


ra^ed by contributions from other re« 
ligiqps associations. During the pre* 
sent year, eight patronages had been 
offerm for sale, of which four had 
been sold— one of these (Dairsie) had 
fallen into the hands of an office- 
bearer of the Society, and the other 
(Colinton) had been bought by the 
Society. For the payment of this last, 
eleven of the Directors had pledged 
th^ir personal security, not doubting 
that tlie liberality of the public would 
soon relieve them from that responsi- 
bility ; the patronage»dn the mean- 
time, being held by these gentlemen 
in trust for the Society. The report 
concludes by stating, that, on the 
whole, the Directors see much to 
cheer and encourage their friends, 
and that they entertain no fear of the 
issue of their exertions. 

After the meeting had been addres- 
sed at some length by the Chairman, 
who contended that from the exam- 
ples of the Christian Church in the 
time of tl>e Apostles, the right of 
electing their pastors was clearly in 
the people. 

The following motion was made by 
the Reverend David Simpson of Aber- 
deen, who spoke at great length on 
tfie subject, seconded by William H. 
Craufurd, Esq. of Craufurdland, and 
unanimously agreed to * 

That this Meeting do cordially 
approve of the statements which have 
now been made to them on the part 
of the Directors, and appoint the 
same to be printed and circulated*** 

It was then moved, after some ob- 
servations; by the Reverend Dr Kidd 
of Aberdeen, seconded by the Reve- 
rend Walter Tait, and unanimously 
agreed to, that the present office- 
bearers of the Society shall be conti- 
nued for the ensuidf year. 

It was then moved by George 
Lyon, psq. of Glenogil, seconded by 
the Reverend Dr Andrew Thomson, 
and unanimously agreed to 
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That this Meeting offer their 
hearty thahks to the Auxiliary Socie- 
ties which have united, and the reli- 
gious institutions which have contri- 
buted towards the promotion of the 
cause in which this Society is enga- 
ged ; and that, in an especial man- 
ner, the Meeting observe with plea- 
sure a commencement given to the 
formation of Parochial Auxiliaries, 
from the diffusion of which over Scot- 
land they anticipate great benefit^ 
seeing that as it will always be easy 
on the one hand for a small number 
in each parish to produce a small sum 
to the general fund, so, on the other, 
the general amount sent from all tlie 
parishes will be great ; while, at the 
same time, by this means, a powerful 
interest will be excited, and much 
information diffused, regarding the 
good object all have in view.” 

Dr A. Thomson, in his speech, de- 
fended the legality of the object of 
the Society, and expatiated greatly 
upon the evils of patronage, as it ex- 
ists. 

The thanks of the meeting, dh the 
motion of J, F. Gordon, Esq. were 
unanimously voted to the Chairman, 
for his conduct in the chair. , 

France. — The proceedings against 
Ouvrard have terminated in the ac- 
quittal of himself and all those who 
were accused with him, except Mau- 
leon and Berge, who are sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment, and a fine 
of300f. 

Singular Duel. — Paris, Salnr* 
day Evening , — The famous duel be- 
tween the Marquess Livron and M. 
du Trone took place this day^ at 
twelve o'clock, in the forest of Senart, 
very near the chateau of Madame du 
Cayla. Tiie whole affair has the ap- 
pearance of an mt of madmen, and 
resembles more a tournament than a 
modern duel. Du Trone, the young 
advocate, was habited in the costume 
of a Greek chief; each was mounted 


on horseback, and had three sccJbnds. 
The parties were armed with" ^abt^Sis, 
and on the onset, Livron dis- 
mounted by the concassion« of the 
horses. Both were slightly wotindjed, 
and the seconds then thought proper 
to interfere . — Wheti adds t6 tne sin- 
gularity of this tournament, is, that it 
took place in the presence of 150 
spectators 1 It is said that the Mar- 
qiaess found great difficulty in Obtain- 
ing seconds, and tha| in consequence 
the, duel, which was appointed to take 
place yesterday, was delayed until 
to-day. This affair will form the sub- 
ject of the gossips of Paris for weeks 
to come. 

2l8t — Leith.— A public meeting 
of the inhabitants of Leith was held 
in the Assembly Rooms there, which 
was numerously Attended— Captaii’ 
Duncan, Master of the Trinity House 
in the chair. 

A report was read of the Commit- 
tee appointed at last General Meet- 
ing for preparing a Bill for improvin/. ■ 
the municipal government and polict 
of the town and port of Lejjth. It 
stated that tlfey had given due Par- 
liamentary notices, and employed 
eminent Counsel and Solicitors for 
drawing the Bill, the heads of which 
Were prepared. It was intended that 
the Bill**shA)uId interfere as little with 
vested rights as was possible. It had 
been thought at last meeting that the 
abuse and insolence of authority had 
then reached its height; but since 
then it had been carried still farther 
—the Lord Provost having affected 
fear of a riot, t6 quell which he had 
ordered out Constables, Police, and 
military, the latter provided with ball 
cartridge, for no conceivable purpose 
but to insult tlie people of Leith. 
The rights which the Bill was meant 
to confer, were not fo#tKe exclusive 
benefit of a few, but for the benefit 
of the whole community. The re- 
port then alluded to the Dock Com- 
10 
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miasioiif and stated that the Commit- 
tee was of opinion, that the Lord 
Provost meantieither to postpone the 
Dock Ipiprove'ments, or to have them 
ex^uted in a way which would re- 
lieve Edinburgh of its obligations. 
It concluded by observing, that the 
pSblic spirit of Leith had triumphed 
over difficulties, which both their 
enemies ailtt lukewarm friends had 
thought insuperable. • 

The kea'ds of the Municipal Bill — 
(it having been previously agreed that 
the consideration of the Police iBill 
should be postponed, as it was not 
sufficiently matured )— were then read. 
The outlines were as to the election 
of a Magistracy and Council — (to 
con*sist of a thief Magistrate, three 
Bailies, a Treasurer, and nine Coun- 
cillors)-*-by the burgesses, and the 
qualification of burgesses, which were 
fixed at a yearly rent of L.15, and a 
payment of L.5 into the Common 
Good till 15th December next, when 
such payment is to be fixed by the 
new ^Magistracy, but not to exceed 
L.IO, 10s. 

TheT'eport and lioails of the Bill 
were approved of by acclamation. 

’ Mr Scott moved a vote of thanks 
to tiie Committee for the trouble they 
had had ; which also was carried by 
acclamation. • » 

Upon the motion of Mr Crichton, 
it was agreed timt the heads of the 
Bill should be sent to their solicitor 
in London, for the purpose of having 
it put into Parliamenbiry language ; 
and that printed copies of it should 
then be circulated. • 

Mr Gibson, painter, said that bur- 
gesses, in their corporate capacity, 
were too apt to degenerate into a 
close corporation ; and he thought 
the franchise should be conferred 
upon all householders of a certain 
amount of rent. 

Mr Crichton observed, that the 
reason of the Committee for wi^^hijig 
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to create burgesses w&s, that the peo- 
ple of Leith had no public funds ; 
and* the only way of raising funds, 
was to follow the example of two re- 
cently erected burghs of barony, by 
making those who acquired the right 
of election, contribute to the support 
of the new order of things. 

Mr Macfie observed, that since 
they had to go to war, they must be 
provided with the sinews of war. 
About forty years ago, the peofde of 
Leith had stood forward against the 
Magistracy of Edinburgh, and ha- 
ving subscribed between I>.700 and 
L.800, they extorted from that body 
a great boon — the Act 1789. About 
ten years afterwards, however, tliat 
stole a march upon them, and 
obtained the Act 1793, which they 
have since conten^d did away with 
the former one. The meeting knew 
how they had defeated the Joint 
Stock Bill, (a laugh), and got the pre- 
sent Act, which, at the time, was 
called the, Charter of the Port of 
Lcitli. l ie concluded by moving that 
a sulJfecription be entered into for de- 
fraying the expenses of conducting 
the Bill through Parliament. — (Great 
applause.) 

•Mr Crichton observed, tliat their 
chances of success were much greater 
than many appreli ended. Three years 
ago it was acknowledged that a new 
plan of municipal government w^as 
necessary for Leith, when it was pro- 
posed to invest its Magistrates with 
the powers of Justices of the Peace. 
Edinburgh, at that time, had obtain- 
ed several new Justices; and if such 
an addition was necessary to Edin- 
burgh, it was still more so to Leith. 
Many grounds were then stated by 
Bailie Mackie in behalf of what was 
recommended for Leith ; but various 
objections to the measure w ere stated 
by the Lord Advocate in a letter to 
Mr Secretary Peel, which letter Mr 
r. now read as follows: — 
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Hail 1 1)^ consulted in regard 
to the extension of the city commis- 
sion, I should certainly have dissua* 
ded It, I formerly observed to youv, 
that it is by the discharge of official 
duty, however troublesome, that the 
importance of the Magisterial situa- 
tion is maintained ; and that in my 
opinion, the Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, by obtaining relief from the 
performance of such duty, had adopt- 
ed a course, the tendency of which 
was to exhibit them as merely the 
managers of the city funds, and thus 
to lower the character of their office, 
and their own consequence in holding 
it. The same observations seem appli- 
cable to Leith, and I cannot help be- 
lieving, that the respectable in^lpi- 
duals now filling the office of Ma^- 
trates of that town, and Mr Mackie 
in particular, to whose zeal and effi- 
ciency in the performance of the du- 
ties of his office, I can bear ample 
testimony, will on refiection be satis- 
fied that neither of the propositions 
submitted to your consideration could 
with propriety be entertained, afid 
that, if anif remedif should become nc^ 
cessary,Jor ihc evil which he described^ 
ii will better be effected by a legislative 
enaclment, increasing the number' 
the Bailies of Leith, than by any aUcr^ 
iition on the Catninission of the Beace'* 
In a letter addressed to Bailie 
Mackie by Mr Peel, the Hon. Secre- 
tary, in reference to the Lord Advo- 
cate's letter, thus expressed himself: 
— That letter appears to me so fully 
to set forth the points on which the 
question turns, that 1 deem it unne- 
cessary to say more than that I en- 
tirely coincide in his lordship's View 
of the case/^ The last sentence of the 
Lord Advocate's letter, and Mr Pepl's 
approbation of it,«completely sanction 
the principle, that the government of 
a community may, and ought to be 
changed, when its interests require it ; 
and that statesmen will view very 


lightly the supposed rights <if die dty 
of Edinburgh when ofipOsedbl^ax&pe- 
diency. Tne people pf Leitm ‘when 
they met formerly, hod a casf^^cleariy 
made out for th^ ; but had imythmg 
been .wanted to complete that ciae, 
it was completed by the <^traordiiia- 
ry conduct of the Lord Provost Hin 
the night of the 24th of October* If 
they allowed such conduct to pass 
uiyioticed, they deserved to meet the 
same again. Their oppon^ts had 
the advantage of having the public 
mdney in their hands, by which they 
hoped to tire out the patience of the 
people of Leith ; but it was for them 
to show that they also had funds ; 
and by the handsomeness of theirsub- 
scriptions, they would jfetest the apirit 
by which they were, animated ; and 
without some prfof of that spirit, 
their Committee could not be expect- 
ed to act with effect. 

After some cursory remarks by Mr 
Philip, Mr Walker, Mr Fyfe, Mr 
Scarth, and Mr Macfie, almut Mem- 
bers of Incorporations being enUiUed 
to the privileges of burgesses, thanks 
were voted to. the chainnanj^ind tlic 
mebling separated. 

We understand that L.43() were 
subscribed in the room, to promote 
the object of the meeting. 

Paocedurs in the CouiiT of’ Sk«- 

SION. 

21 St. — Edinburgh* — This day the 
Lord President addressed tlie Court 
to the following effect 

My Lords — I have read all the 
papers which have been given in to 
the First Division of the Court: I am 
sorry to say, thkt very few of tliesc, 
amounting to about one hundred in 
number, are framed acc6rding to the 
regulations established by riie $tli 
Act of Geo. IV* and tlie Acts of Se- 
derunt. Of the cases, not above four 
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or five Are ia |>roper shape* They are 
gencra9^4U oi|4 as the papers under 
the cddi forms^^or worse; and as to 
the dosed reccSrds which have been 
sent us ft'Om the OiUer House, they 
are^ with scarcely any exception, 
moiti impropo'ly framed, being stufP- 
ed^ith long quotations from docu« 
ments which are founded on as evi«« 
dence,-** wit's inferences, and I don't 
know all what, instead of being ^s- 
tinct suj^stantive propositions* 'liie 
d(k;umentary evidence may, no doubt# 
be put in an appendix for the sako of 
reference ; but the condescendences 
and answers should contain none of 
them. These documents should be 
laid before us, as evidence is brought 
be&re a Jury,*not in the condescend- 
ence and answers, but as prAif of 
the statements in ^hese papers after 
the record is closed. The salutary 
rules established by the Statute and 
Acts of Sederunt, are excellent, if car- 
ried properly into effect. But if this 
^system is to go on, alas ! where are 
we ? J cannot account for this depar- 
ture from correct practice, except by 
supposhrg that in general the coun- 
sel devolves the task of prepawng 
these papers upon the agent, and the 
agent remits it to his head clerk, and 
the head clerk remits it to the youngs 
est apprentice ; and sure I am, that 
many of the papers which I have 
lately read tire so improperly framed, 
that any apprentice of one year's 
standing who committed such blun- 
dering ought to be whipu What 
otliers may do I cannot tell; but 
some of the condescendences, &c. 
with their quotations and inferences 
were so completely at variance with 
the spirit and rules of the statute, that 
. I was obliged to throw them aside in 
disgust, and could not finish the per- 
usal. Nor *can I altogether acquit 
iKiy brethren in the Outer House of 
pjMrticipatiug in these irregularities. 
1 have no doubt that thc'v c lose the* 


record in many cases before it is pro«* 
perly made up, with a view to save 
expenses to the parties ; but, idas I 
the expense is only aggravated by 
such a course ; for when the record 
comes to us improperly made up, we 
are under the necessity eitlier of re- 
mitting it again to the Outer House 
to be corrected, or to judge of the 
case in an incomplete shape. The 
parties take our judgment to the 
House of Lords, who again send the 
case back here, and we to the Lord 
Ordinary, and we know not what to 
do amidst these multiplied inaccura- 
cies, which tend only to increase ex- 
pense and delay..— Some means, in 
short, must be taken to put an end 
to this evil. And unless the counsel 
and agents shall carry the appointed 
regulations into full effect, I shall be 
obliged, in such cases as I find so 
improperly conducted, to direct my 
clerk to write an official letter to the 
party injured ; intimating that liis 
case has been bungled by his agent 
and counsel, and that he ought not to 
pay the account of expenses. Some- 
thing must be done to correct the 
evil." 

22d.— Edinburgh.— A meeting of 
tl^p Faculty of Advocates was held 
this day, at which Mr James Mon- 
creiff was proposed to fill the office 
of Dean of Faculty by tlie Solicitor 
General. This motion was seconded 
by Mr Jeffrey, and unanimously car- 
ried. 

West Indies-— In the Berbice pa- 
pers which have reached us, we find 
a notification from Governor Baird, 
abolishing certain distinctions which 
a pfevious order of 1799 had required 
to be made between the white and free 
coloured people by the under she- 
riff, in the execution of his duty. 
Free people, of whatever colour, are 
to be treated alike by that officer. 
Another dUtinctioii (whicli showetl 
strikingly the jealous (Wling ‘d' the 
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whites in the colony) has also been 
abolished. .In the distnbiition of a 
public bui*ying-ground, a separation 
was made not only between the part 
allotted for slaves and that for free 
people, but also between the burial- 
place for the whites and that for the 
free coloured people. By an order of 
the Governor this last distinction is 
abolished, and the bodies of the free 
persons of colour may notr repose 
among those of their white brethren. 
The Colonial Department and the 
Governor are entitled to credit ftr 
breaking down these distinctions, 
which only serve to irritate a class of 
persons whose alfections it is of im- 
portance to conciliate. Mr Power, 
the protector of slaves, had commen- 
ced the duties of his office. 


Mid-Lothian and Fife Ferry 
Trustees. 

28th. — Edinburgh. — A meeting 
of the committee of the iVustees was 
held in the Royal Exchange Coffee- 
room, when a letter was produced 
and read to them from Mr Greenhill, 
renouncing his lease of the Ferries I 
A spirited discussion was about to 
take place, when a gentleman moved, 
that as the meeting was without 
powers to come to any decision on 
the subject, a meeting of the County 
of Fife should be held at Cupar, on 
14th December next, to take Mr 
GrecnhiH’s letter into consideration, 
and resolve upon taking such steps 
as should be judged necessary ; which 
motion was unanimously agreed to* 

Bourdeaux, November 22. — ^^fhe 
man of blood, the Robespierre of the 
Colonies, has breathed his last— Vic- 
tor Hughes is dead, and humanity 
again respires. The accomplice of 
those wretches who overwhelmed 
France in misery and ruin, he surpass- 
ed them all in his cruel mission. 


Landing at Guadaloupe, bjr an effect 
of that fatality that ^presides over 
misfortune, he proclaimed liberty to 
the blacks, and he slaughtered their 
masters. The moiety of the proprie- 
tors fell under his executions, alid 
every family bewailed its victim. .The 
colony, then extremely rich, was 
plundered, and Hughes amassed, by 
this means, immense wealth. The 
scc^rge of that quarter of the world, 
he produced insurrections* in^ St Lu- 
cia, St Vincent, and Grenada ; but he 
failC^d at Dominica and Martinico- 7 * 
there his emissaries received their me- 
rited reward ; the whole of tham were 
captured, and put to death. The 
cruelties for which this terrible man 
was notorious, can searbe be enmne- 
rated,^and some of them even surpass 
belief Recalled in^l798, he was con- 
firmed by the Consuls in his office of 
Commissioner of Guiana, where, as in 
Guadaloupe, he acquired a consider- 
able fortune by his exactions. After 
the capitulation of that colony, he re- 
turned to France, where Bon£q)arte 
made him disgorge a part the gains 
of his robbery. He then eoujjht shel- 
ter In the department of the Gironde, 
in the commune of Rion, where he 
remained until his death, with the ex- 
•eption of six montlis that he passed 
with a .person named Mark Bordes, 
a potter, his nephew, and formerly 
his confidential secretary,— Manorial 
Bordelais. 

29th. — Dreadful Accident.— 
Liverpool. — This morning, about 
three o’clock, a most shocking and 
fatal accident <occurrcd in Norris 
Court, Spitalfields, by the falling of a 
chimney of one of the houses, by 
which the toofs of two adjoining 
houses were for6ed in, and, lamenta- 
ble to relate, tlgee persons were kill- 
ed on the spot, and one 'dangerously 
and eight slightly wounded. The 
cause of this melanclmly and fatal 
event is said to be the dihijudated 
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fitatie of the chfmncy.~Richard Peers, 
•a poor aged labourer, who lived in 
the centre house, and who is himself 
inuch%bruised, said, that, at an early 
l\our this morning, he was awakened 
by a rumbling noise and the falling of 
bricki’^on his head and body; he 
awakened his wife, and they called to 
their lodgers, who slept in the room 
immediately above them ; but re- 
ceiving no answer, they bgth ran to 
the staeetf and^they had scarcely got 
clear of the house before the rjof of 
• that, as well as of the adjoining one, 
fell in with a dreadful crash, and be- 
came one heap of ruins. The n^h- 
bours,' who were by this tyne^Hy 
aware of ^le unfortunate accident, 
and had assembled in great numbers, 
immediately commenced digging in 
tile ruins, in order to extricate the 
sufferers. In the house nearest the 
bottom of the court were found Peter 
Landlcy and his wife, locked in each 
other*s arms, but quite dead. In the 
house where Peers resided were found 
foifr persons wounded and one dead ; 
and the ruins of the other house 
five persons were e^ftricated, one of 
them very dangerously bruised, and 
the other in a more slight degree ; 
making, as we have stated above, a 
total of three killed and nine woufld- 
ed ; an awful extent of* haman ca- 
lamity, ^hen the limited extent in 
which it occurred is considered. 

Dreadful Storm, — Stirling. — 
On Friday week, after a heavy fall of 
snow, we were visited by a tremen- 
dous storm of wind, which increased 
to a perfect hurriiane early on Sa- 
turday morning. With the exception 
of unroofing a few thatched houses, 
and the tearing u[^ of some trees, we 
have heard of no material injury sus- 
tained in fhis quarter. To the east- 
ward, along the Forth, however, wc 
understand its effects have been more 
seriously felt In Alloa and its neigh- 


bourhood, several houses have beeit 
much injured ; and in Clackmennan, 
three or four houses have been thrown 
down* From one of them, an old 
woman narrowly escaped with her life. 
The storm had laid in ruins one end 
of her house, and just gave her time 
to escape from the other when it was 
also blown down. One of several 
trees in the churchyard, which were 
laid prostrate, falling upon one of the 
windows of the church, broke it in 
pieces. The farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood also suffered either from 
the violence of the wind overturning 
their stacks, and strewing the grain 
in all directions, or from its unroofing 
and otherwise cutting up their out- 
houses — Stirling Journal. 

Perth.— Disastrous accountshave 
reached this from tiie north. A tre- 
mendous storm of wind and snow 
visited most of the Highland districts 
on Friday week. The number of 
cattle and sheep that have been smo- 
thered is immense. One grazier haS 
lost no fewer than 70 nolt. Carriers 
frofti Atholl and Rannoch were ar« 
rested on their way to this, by the 
snow. I'he Inverness coach, which 
ought to have arrived here on Friday 
•evening, is still detained. I'lic depth 
of the snow in some places is tliirteeii 
feet. Many human lives, by the sud- 
denness and severity of the storm, it 
is feared have also been lost. 

29th. — Invernes.s* — Friday last, 
the 24th inst. this part of the country 
was visited by a storm, at once so 
tempestuous in character, and disas- 
trous in its effects, that the remem- 
brance of it will remain for many day A 
to come, with all who were witnesses 
of it* About seven o'clock that morn- 
ing, the gale burst out with fury, ac- 
companied with thick falling snow, 
and occasional showers of sleet, in a 
manner that afforded but little hopes 
for the safety of any liiiiig thing that 
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might have been e^tposed to its fury. 
During the ivhole of that day, and 
the following night, the storm eoritt-» 
nued unabated, — and even in town, 
it became a matter of peril to pass 
from one house or street to another. 
The loss of lives of people venturing 
home from the town to their places 
of abode in the country, is variously 
estimated : there is a certainty, how« 
ever, that no fewer than eleven or 
twelve perished in the vicinity of In- 
verness. A man and a woman were 
found dead next morning near Castle 
Stewart, and two other persons died 
on the road from this town to Nairn. 
A woman of the name of Grant, al- 
though accompanied by a sister, who 
could olfer her little help, expired at 
the Bridge of Moniak, within a short 
distance of her own house. Two 
young men wh> left town for Strath- 
earn in the evening, were found in 
a state of exhaustion by the way-side, 
and died shortly thereafter, while 
under the hands ofsoraekmd friends 
who were administering to their re- 
lief. Two men (Alexander Frailser, 
labourer, and Peter Camerqn, a wea- 
ver) were found dead-— the former 
near Cpidrash, and the latter near 
Ardedrean, in the hill between UrJ' 
quhart and the Aird. A woman and 
her son, a boy of fifteen years of age, 
were likewise found dead at Dun- 
temple, near the church of Bolcskine, 
and within 200 yards of their own 
door. Thus, there is the certainty of 
eleven persons at least having perish- 
ed that evening. A tailor of the 
name of Fraser, from Garnabeg in Ur- 
quhart, left Abrichen on Friday, i^r 
nis own house, and has not sin^ 
been heard of. Two of the shepherds 
on the farm of Borlum, near Fort Au - 
gustus, have likewise been amissing 
since Friday; and it is feared that 
these last must be added to this me- 
lancholy list of deaths. 


Thk Kikg*s Visits to CoVbktGar-^ 
DEN AND Drury Lane Theatres#^ 

r 

London 30th, Slst-^His Majesty 
visited Covent Garden Theatre on 
Thursday night, which was crowded 
to an overflow immediately after the 
doors were opened. On the King's 
appearance in his box, which was ele- 
gantly fitted up for the occasion, he 
wascreceived with 'the most enthusi- 
astic cheers, and theNqtional Anthem 
was sung by the whole strength of 
the house, the audience joining in full 
chorus. I'he performances were, the 
Grand Romantic Fairy Opera of Obe* 
rohf^viih the farce of the Scape Goat, 
Between the play and f|irce, “ God 
save the King" was again sung wfth 
the same accompaniments. His Ma- 
jesty repeatedly testified his approba- 
tion of the entertainments, and on 
the dropping of the curtain bowed to 
the house, amid the acclamations of 
the audience. 

On Friday evening, his Majesty 
visited Drury Lane Theatre. The 
King arrived in the same sta^as on 
the preceding ••evening at the other 
house, and entered his box punctually 
at seven o’clock. The crowd was as 
great, the expressions of loyalty, were 
as'frequent and enthusiastic, and they 
were acknowledged with equal dignity 
and cordiality. As before, “ God 
save the King" was sung four times, 
and " Rule Britannia" once, the au- 
dience joining vigorously in the cho- 
rus. The Opera of ** The Devil's 
Bridge," and the Farce of Love, 
Law, and Physic,* were the perform- 
ances chosen for the evening by his 
Majesty. Braham was in fine voice^ 
and was applauded to the very echo. 
Mr Liston played Lubin Log, his 
Majesty having been graciously plea- 
sed to command the attendance of 
that grote^ue and irresistibly comic 
performer — a command that suddenly 
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disturbed him at Brighton^ whither he and two women belonging to CorgarflT, 
had gone to recruit nis health. This on their return from Tomintoul mar*, 
performer an4 Harley excited lots of ket^ perished in the snow* on the Fri- 
laugbt^, in some of which his Ma- day night; the bodies have since been 
jeatyjoined very heartily, and finally found. One poor fellow belonging 
retired amidst universal cheering, to this parish, of the name of John 
b^i within and without. , , Brown, ih returning from the hill 

of Crathienaird, perished on the Sa^ 
turday. His body was found on Wed* 
nesday last beneath a wreath of snow. 

DECEMBER. ^ Among the numerous hair-breadth 
• * eacapes of that day, one deserves to 

1.— CRATHi!fe> (AnERDBENSHiiiE.) be recorded. A young man belon^- 
,-^We were last week visited by one ing to this parish^ and his sister, a girl 
of the most severe snow storms that ofeighteen years of age, were obliged 
this country has witnessed for many to take refuge in a hut, two miles dis* 
years,’ the melancholy and destriic- tant from any house, where they pass* 
live eflects of which will be*long re- ed the Friday night. About day- 
menibered A the sinnals of the coun- break on Saturday morning, they left 
try.— Not a few lives have been lost, the hut for home. They had not gone 
and Serious apprehensions are enter- far when the poor girl sunk down ex* 
tained for more. The loss of proper- hausted, unable to proceed fartlier. 

ty, principally sheep, is immense. It In this dreadful dilemma, the brother 
began to blow on Friday afternoon determined to save her life or share 
from the north-east, accompanied her fate. Sometimes carrying her on 
with heavy showers of snow. Du- his back, sometimes in his arms, he 
ring the night, it increased to a per- at last sut^eeclcd, after an exertion of 
feet hurricane, and continued the six Jiours, in gaining a wood wdiich 
whole’ofSafurdaywitJi unabated fury, he knew. She was now speechless. 
On Sunday morning, when it cleared Having placed her under the shelter 

up, the country presented one dreary of some trees, and covered her w ith 
waste of trackless snow. Houses, Jiis coat and vest, he hastened for as- 
woods, and rivers, lay hid beneath sistance to the nearest house, w hither 
the formless wild. So, cgmplctely she was carried, and the poor i’ellow 

the roads choked up, that nei- had the satisfaction of seeing her i*c- 
ther pastor nor flock appeared at stored to life. It is calculated that 
church— a circumstance that has not upwards of one thousand sheep have 
occurred in this parish for the last been lost in the parish of Crathie and 
eighty years from the same cause. Bracmar alone — a loss that will be se- 
Thc late mild weather, and scarcity vcrcly felt by many a poor family, 
of fodder, had induced many people In several places, whole plantations 
to keep their sheep and cattle in the of young wood arc laid level with the 
glens later than usual. During the gfoun^ Full-grown trees of coiisi- 
Friday, on the appearance of aji- derable size, and which stood the bit- 
proaching storm, ‘all were busy m ter blast of many a winter storm, 
collecting, and bringing to a place of have been torn up by the roots, or 
safety, tlieir scattered herds; and it broken from the immense weight of 
is only remarkable, considering the snow on their branches, 
number exposed, tliat so few fell ♦vie- Mr Gulley, the famous ci^devnnf 
lims to that dreadful day. A man pugilist, now the General Scott of 



g48 EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1826. QCHAr, 3. 


Newmark^ and Doncaster, was the 
highest bidder fer the Ware Park es- 
tate in nertfordshire, the seat of Mt 
Bydc. AVhen this Celebrated \varrior 
wag fighting Gregson, in Sir John 
Sebright's park, in that county, some 
16 years ago, he did not Expect so 
soon to be in a condition to take his 
station among the aristoci’acy of HerU 
fordsliire. It is said that the price 
of the Ware Parkproperty, for which 
he offered about L.4i,000, is a triflb 
compared with the value of such an 
estate as Mr Gulley has, from hia 
great wealth, now in his power to 
purchase. 

The lovers of the picturesque and 
beautiful will lament to hear, that the 
Cascades of Tivoli, the recreation and 
the pride of ancient and of modern 
Rome, have ceased to exist During 
the night of the 18th of last month, 
the Taverno suddenly disappeared ; 
the waters having found egress under 
ground, and re-appearing at a consi- 
derable distance, under the Neptune 
Grotto. 

The London Gazette annouq^ces 
the advancement of Lord Amherst to 
an Earldom, and Lord Combermere 
to be a Viscount ; Earl Amherst's se- 
cond title is Viscount Holmsdale. / 

The Blue Ribband, vacant by the 
death of the late Earl of Winchelsea, 
is destined for his Grace the Duke of 
Devonshire. 

Charles L. Bonaparte, Prince of 
Morignon, and son of Lucien Bona- 
parte, arrived on I'hursday last at 
Hatchett's Hotel, Dover Street, Pic- 
cadilly, from America. 

Stamp Office. — The case of Mr 
Sedgwick, the late chairman, »e UR- 
derstand, 1ms at length been cleter- 
rained. Under all the circumstances, 
it has been decided tliat he is cntitleci 
to no pension, 'rhe* house heretofore 
occupied by the chairman is to be 
converted into offices. A reduction 
of about forty subordinates is to take 


place> and the plan of eatablishbg an 
open Stamp Warehouse, passeistn^ 
all the facilities of a copiinon law sta^ 
tioner's shop, is to be carried into 
execution. 

Death of the Mahquisof 
iNGs-^^y a letter received from Nih 
pies, diffd the 30th of November, Wp 
learn that the noble marquis died on 
board bis Majesty's ship Revenge on 
the 28th, and thal his remains were 
to b^ conveyed by his Majesty's ship 
Ariadne, Captain Fitzclarence, to 
Malla, for interment, in eonforniity. 
with tiic wishes bis lordship had €X<« 
pressed. The Marchioness of Hast- 
ings will remain at Naples for some 
time. Vice-Admiral Sir H. Neale, in 
the Revenge, was to .pr6ceed on the 
3d instant to Marseilles. 

12th. — Brighton — Death of 
Loud Kinnaird.*^ — The severe in- 
disposition of Lord Kinnaird here» 
wc mentioned some weeks back; 
but subsequent to that, a favourable 
change was thought to have taken 
place, and fervent hopes, in conse- 
quence, were entertained of his reco- 
very ; but such, hopes, uhfortiffiately, 
were* not fated to be verified; and 
we have now the painful task to state, 
that his lordship expired at his resi- 
depce in Regency Square, yesterday 
morning.^ ^ 

Spain and Portugal.— The ^ut- 
most activity prevails in every de- 
partment of government connected 
with the immediate embarkation of 
troops for Portugal. On Tuesday 
morning, the following notice was 
posted at Lloyd's i — 

" Navy Office, Dec. 12. 

The principal Officers and Ccnni* 
missioners of his Majesty's Navy do 
hereby give notice^ that they will im« 
mediately receive^ tenders, at this Of? 
fice, of ships, for*lhe conveyance of 
troops from Deptford and Ports- 
mouth, to Lisbon, where they are to 
be diischargcd, to be hired at the rate 
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tm, for the voyage, or at—^ 
per ton per calendar month, for three 
months certain# 

(S^ned) ’ T, Harding/* 

The amount of force which will be 
dia^tdbed in the first instance, and 
upon the emer^ncy of the occasion, 
is jive thousano* Of the troops com- 
posing this force, there are to be four 
squadrons of cavalry, a circumstance 
which indicates that* it is not contem- 
plated their services will be confined 
to garrison dut 3 !%>nly. The following 
are the names of the regiments, their 
prescnbed movements, and the officers 
who will have the chief command 
Lieut-General Sir W. H. Clinton 
command. 

ItHh Hussars— 12th Lancers, 

Six Companies of the Grenadier 
Guards. 

Six ditto of the 3d regiment of’ 
Guards* 

Six ditto of the 4th regiment of 
Foot 

• Six ditto of the 60th regiments of 
Foot, 1st battalion. 

Six (btto of the 63d regiment of 
Foot, * 

Six ditto of the 23d regiment, fVom 
Gibraltar* 

Six ditto of the 64th regiment, from 
ditto. * 

15th regiment of Foot/from Ire- 
land. 

75th regiment of Foot, from ditto. 

Four Companies of the Royal Ar- 
tillery have received orders to pre- 
pare for embarkation. 

One Company of the Royal Staff 
Corps is ordered to pVoceed to Ports- 
mouth for embarkation. 

Three Brigades— Sir H. Bouverie, 
Sir T. Arbuthnot, at^d Sir E. Blake- 
ney. 

10th, 12tb, and 15th regiments of 
Dragoons. 

A detachment of Engineers, and 
two Companies of Sappers and Mi- 
ners. 


The Cavalry will be commanded 
by Colonel Wyndham* 

Wednesday, four brigades of the. 
Royal Artillery marched from Wool- 
wich, on their route to Portsmouth, 
for embarkation. 

Commissary-General Bisset is to be 
at the head of the Commissariat in 
Portugal. 

The 6Sd regiment of infantry 
marched on Tuesday morning from 
Windsor, for embarkation at Ply- 
mouth* The soldiers appeared in hi^ 
spirits on the occasion, and the great- 
est enthusiasm prevailed amongst 
them. 

Wednesday morning at eight o'clock, 
the left wing of the 3d regiment of 
foot guards, marched from the King's 
Mews, Charing Cross, for Kingstoni 
on their route to Portsmouth, for em- 
barkation* The remainder of the re^ 
giment marched on Thursday morn- 
ing from Portman Barracks, for the 
same destination. ^ 

On Friday morning, the Ist batta- 
lion of the 1st regiment of grenadier 
guards left Knightsbridge barrackf 
soon after eight o'clock, and proceed- 
ed through St James's Park to the 
^ird-Cage Walk, accompanied by an 
iihmense concourse of spectators — ^the 
band of the regiment playing, alter- 
nately, the heroic Scots air of Over 
the hills and far away," and the beau- 
tiful melody of Colman’s words of 
Can you to battle march away**-— 
tunes which warmed some hearts, and 
watered many a fair cheek with tears* 
The troops, on thcjr arrival at Storey's 
Gate, unfixed their bayonets, and con- 
tinqed their route to Deptford, where 
they are to embark on board the 
Ge'orge the Fourth steam boat, which 
arrived in tlie River on Thursday 
from Lisbon, and is capable of accom- 
modating four or five hundred troops* 
A notice was on Friday put up a^ 
Lloyd’s from the Navy Office, that 
the Commissioners want conveyance 
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to Gibraltar for 310 tons of provi- 
sions, and 131 tons of iicht ordnance 
stores. 

Tbe 10th (North Lincoln) regi- 
ment of foot, now stationed at Lime- 
rick, and the 11th (North Devon) 
Regiment of infantry, at present sta- 
tioned at Waterford, have received 
orders to prepare for immediate em- 
barkation at Cork, for Portugal. 

' The troops from Portsmouth vyll 
be conveyed to Portugal, in four line* 
ef-battle ships. Lord Amelias Beau- 
clerk, will have the command of the 
whole naval force. 

The appointments and arrange- 
ments for the aid to Portugal have 
been made, for the most part, on the 
suggestions of the Duke of Welling- 
ton. 

** Steam Boats for PortugaIi.— 
The following was posted at Lloyd^s 
t>n Thursday : — 

Navy Office, Dec. 14?, 1826. 

The principal Officers and Com- 
Tnissioners of the Navy Office request 
\hat the owners of steam vessels will 
isend their address to them, thht, in 
Tase their services should be requi- 
red, the Commissioners may know 
where to apply for them. # 

(Signed) G. Smith.”* 

• The General Steam Navigation 
Gorapany have very promptly offered 
the whole of their fleet, consisting of 
between 20 and 30 vessels, for the 
use of his Majesty’s service on the 
present emergency. The Sir Edward 
Banks has, in coneequence of this of- 
fer, been declared by government to 
be in readiness to proceed on Friday 
with one of his Majesty’s messengers 
to Lisbon. 

* 13th.*—CujPAR, Fife.— -Fipe and 
Mid Lothian F £RRiBs.*-On Thurs- 
day, a very full meeting of the Trus- 
tee» of the management of the Fife 
imA Mid-Lothian Ferries was lield 
at Cupar, at which a letter was read 
from Mr Greenhill, their lessee, re. 

13 


nouncttig, in the most unqualified 
manner, the lease which be had 
tered into with them*; a state- 
ment respecting his property was aub- 
mitted to them to show his inability, 
from the want of funds, to continue 
to conduct the business he had* un- 
dertaken. After much discussion 
specting the propriety ^f accepting 
his renunciation, and respecting the 
coEsequences which it might entail 
on the Trust, a resolution was pro- 
posed by Lord Rosslyn, to the effect, 
that the Committee of Management 
be empowered to take possession of 
the ferries, boats, &c. immediately, 
and to proceed to make an agreement 
with Mr Greenhill,^ ijelieving him 
from the obligations* he lay under to 
them, reserving all stipulations as to 
claims for damages, &c. to be sanc- 
tioned by a general meeting. An 
amendment on tliis motion was made 
by Mr Stuart in the following terms : 

1. That this meeting do now au- 
thorize the Committee of Manage- 
ment to treat with the lessee respect- 
ing the abandonment of theJF erry# 
That thili pieeting-instruct them 
to be advised by counsel, on any 
questions which may occur ; but to 
make no final arrangement, except 
so far as may respect the interim pos- 
session’ordie Ferry, without the con- 
sent of a General Meeting. # 

3. That the meeting adjourn till 
Monday the 8th day of January. 

The amendment was carried by a 
majority of 43 to 18. 

A very daring attack was made on 
the mail-coach DetH^en Dublin and 
Cork, for which full preparations ap- 
pear to have be«i made, by a very 
numerous and .determined banditti, 
but which was fortunately unsuccess- 
ful. On reaching a place called 
Rockville, about three miles from 
Cashel, on the road to Cahir^ at about 
half past one o’clock, two allots were 
fired from behind a wall, about breasU 
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high* The eoachman imfnediately 
Endeavoured to push forarard, but the 
way waa completely impeded by three 
heavily iadqp Ji^ith stones, fas- 
tened together wit|^ strong ropes, and 
|datied across the road. One of the 
sj^dts had also struck one of the lead- 
ers, and mortally wounded him, so 
that nothii^ remained for it but bat- 
tle. The guard, who had spiritedly 
fired, and.again loa'ded, called or/nhe 

cowardly rascjals to come forward 
they did not, however, accept; the 
‘Challenge, but again fired a volley of 
about twelve shots, which they se- 
veral times repeated, but which hap- 
pily took no effect on eitjier the 
co^tchman, gyuard^^or passengers, two 
of whom, Messrs Connor and Wil- 
mot, courageously, and while the 
shots were passing around them, de- 
scended from the coach, and extri- 
cated the wounded horse from the 
harness ; in doing which, one of them 
received a desperate kick from him, 
immediately after which he expired. 
Thdir exertions were not, however, 
sufficiotU to remove the cars for some 
time, during which tfie party conti- 
nued to fire ; but finding so spirited 
a return, they did not venture out, 
and at length went off. The coach 
then proceeded, and arriving at a po- 
lice station, about a mild distant, a 
party wa% dispatched in pursuit of 
the banditti. 

Atrocious Outrage at Ath- 
i*ONE.— On Tuesday evening, about 
half past six o'clock, the house of 
Craggan Castle, the property of 
George Longworth,*E8q. was ivttack- 
ed and entered by a party of Rock- 
ites, armed with new pikes and pis- 
tols, five of whom entered the back 
parlour, where Mrs Longworth, a 
charming and amiable young woman, 
was sitting instructing her daughter, 
when they presented a pistol at Mrs 
Longworth's breast, and threatened 
to shoot her if she made any noise or 


resistance. She, notwltbstatidit^, 
tcr^med so much, that* Mr George 
Longworth, and Mr Francis lAmg^ 
worth, his nephew, rushed out of the 
front parlour into the back me, 
where they* found Mrs Longworth 
With the pistol to her breast. Mr 
F. Longworth was immediately seiaed 
by the five men, and though he made 
every resistance in his power, yet be* 
ii^ unarmed, he was overpowered, 
placed upon his knees, and stabbed 
with a pike in four places. In the 
meantime, Mr George Longworth ran 
up stairs, while his nephew was strug- 
gling with the robbers, to procure 
arms; and when the villains heard 
him returning down stairs, they im- 
mediately fled, leaving Mr Francis 
Longworth weltering in his blood; 
they also stabbed one of their own 
party, mistaking him for Mr George 
Longworth. They left the dead body 
of th^eir comrade behind them. Mt 
Francis Longworth's life is despaired 
of, and Mr and Mrs George Long- 
worth are obliged to leave their 
houSe, and come to live in this gar- 
rison. I am concerned to state, that 
there were seven men-servants in the 
house, who made no sort of resistance, 
lJut let the villains get up stairs with- 
out gi ving the least alarm, though they 
passed through the kitchen, where 
they were all at dinner, and there 
is every reason to believe that some 
of them were concerned in lettingthe 
villains in. It is the opinion of the 
magistrates on the inquest, all tlie 
neighbouring on/js having attended, 
that nothing short of the insurrection 
act* can save the county. 

21st. — Dunkeld. — One of the 
most deplorable accidents that ever 
hippened in this ^quarter, occurred 
last night. As the Caledonian coach 
was coming down the brae, a little 
above Pulney, near the place called 
Duncan Hogs Hole, the hook or 
tackle in front of the pole gave 
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and the bor^s tan off* The 
coach, from the want of t]ie pole, be- 
came unmanageable. A person of 
the name of W. Robertson, a painter, 
who was sitting beside the coachman, 
laid hold of the reins ne»t him. This 
had the effect of drawing the horses 
to one 6ide» and the coach upset. 
Poor Robertson fell on a dike, on the 
side of the road, and a stone piercing 
his forehead above the right eye, he 
was killed on the spot. Donald 
M*Intosh, the guard, who was on the 
hack dicky, was also thrown on the 
dike, and had his skull fractured so 
dreadfully that he died to-day. He 
had been connected with the coach 
tor these nine years, and has left a 
wife and several children. Robert- 
son is generally regretted. Several 
of the passengers were hurt, one lady 
severely. An investigation into the 
circumstances that led to this melan- 
choly catastrophe has been partly 
gone into to-day, and, as far as it has 
proceeded, has been in favour of the 
driver. 

. Education in ScoTLAND.--^The 
Committee of the General Assembly 
for promoting Education in Scotland 


has been '"employed, since the last 
Assembly, in ibilowing out their mea- 
sures In behalf of the 4 >opulation of 
tlie Highlands Islands. « They 
have already estaMihed 22 schools ; 
and the required acbommodations are 
preparing for upwards of 40 more. 
They have marked out in whole 
nearly 100 stations, where schools on 
this scheme are to be plabed* Such 
an astablishment, under the superin- 
tendence and control^of the General 
Assembly, will confer a most impor.* 
tant*benefit on the country. 

Principal Baird, as Convener of the 
General Assembly’s Committee for 
increasing the means of Education 
and Religious Instruction in the 
Highlands and Islands, received 30/. 
from India, for behoof of the Assem- 
bly’s fund for that object, before the 
collection for the fund had at all be- 
gun even in Scotland. Within these 
few days be has received in aid of the 
said fund 10/. from St Helena. These 
sums, it is mentioned to their honour 
and to that of their father, are given 
as donations by three soqs of Rev. 
William M^Riichie, minister of the 
parish of Clunie, in Periiishire. 
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General Assembly* 

Edinburgh, May 17* 
Wednesday evening, according to 
ancient custom, the Lord Provost and 
Magistrates waited upon the Right 
Honourable James Lord* Forbes, his 
Majesty^ s High Commissioner to the 
General Assembly of the ChurCh of 
Scotland, at the Royal Hotel, and 
presented his Grace with the keys of 
the City. • 

At twelve o'clock, his Giace walked 
in procession to the Higli Church, 
supported by the Marquis of Tweed- 
dale and the Earl of Moray, and ac- 
companied by a great number of no- 
blemen and gentlemen, forming the 
biost splendid cortege that has been 
seen for some yearsf .The line yf pro- 
cession was kept by the 7th Hussars, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thornhill, and the grenadier company 
of the 17th regiraedt, the fine bands 
of each attending. .The day being 
remarkably fine, this annual pageant 
shone with full lustre. 

The Reverend Dr Cook of Lau- 
roneekirk, the Moderator, preaeluMl 


an eloquent and impressive sermoti 
from Romans, iv. 25, Who was deH- 
vered for our olfences,"— After diving 
service, the Moderator and members 
of Assembly proceeded to the Aisle, 
where the Lord High Commissioner 
took his seat on the throne, and the 
Assembly having been constituted^ ‘ 

The Moderator stated, that the 
Assembly had now, according to cus-i 
*tom, to appoint a successor to him in 
the chair which he then filled, and to 
which honour he proposed that Dr 
Thomas Taylor, minister of Tibber- 
muir, be elected. 

This motion having been seconded 
by Principal Nicoll, was unanimous- 
ly agreed to ; whereupon Dr Taylor 
was called in, and his election inti- 
mated to him. • 

Dr Taylor having taken the chair^ 
hii Majesty's commission was tberi 
read, and ordered to be recorded, as 
was also the Royal letter. 

His Grace the Commissioner then 
addressed the As.serably, in course of 
which he aptly alluded to the success- 
ful efforts of the committee of last 
Assembly on the subject ol’edn(‘Ati<m 
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in the Highlands and Idands, to* 
wards which object he now presented 
his Majesty’s warrant for 2000/. « 

The Mo&ratorreplied to his Grace’s 
address. 

A letter from Dr Macknight, sub- 
clerk of the Assembly, was produced 
and read, intimating that the state of 
his health put it out of his power to 
appear at this Assembly, and throw- 
ing himself upon the indulgence of 
the house, that they might appoint ^a 
person to supply his place in the pre- 
sent Assembly. 

Dr Nicoll, after passing a warm 
eulogy on the talents of Dr Mack- 
night, proposed that out of respect to 
his feelings. Dr Lee should be ap- 
pointed to officiate for him in this 
Assembly. 

Mr MoncreifF disclaimed all feelings 
of disrespect for Dr Macknight, and 
regretted his protracted illness, but 
could not agree to the proposition of 
Dr Nicoll. There was scarcely a 
member present, he supposed, who 
had not expected that they were now 
to have the election of a person ;who 
should be permanently associated 
with Dr Macknight as sub-clerk, an 
office which required the exertion of 
a person, not during the sitting of thp* 
Assembly alone, but throughout the 
whole year ; he therefore thought 
the time was come when they should 
appoint a person permanently to as- 
sist Dr Macknight; this should be 
done with every possible degree of 
tenderness, and there should be no 
interference with the emoluments 
which he and his family now enjoy- 
ed. It was necessary for the interests 
of the Church, and for the important 
duties in which they were to be en- 
gaged, that the appointment should 
be a permanent one ; he would there- 
fore move, that the Assembly do now 
proceed to elect a person to officiate 
with Dr Duncan, as conjunct sub- 
clerk along with Dr Macknight. 


The Solicitor-General ooucurred in 
the views of his learned ftiend as Iq 
the p|(ppriety of making the appoint- 
ment permanen^whicR, while it ipa 
necessary for l||||^tere8ts *of the 
Church, could n8|%e considered *|i8 
disrespectful to Dr Macknight. 

Dr Brunton thought that as Dr 
Macknight had come forward with 'a 
request to delay the apporntmeiit for 
one year, no permanent appointment 
shohld be made. 

Dr McGill said, tJhe appofhtment 
of a /colleague to Dr Macknight would 
not interfere with his officiating^ 
should he be again able to resume his 
duties. 

Principal Macfarlane had not heard 
the most distant hint, before he left 
home, that tjie appointment was to 
have been decided this day, and con- 
sidered it as a usurpation of the rights 
and privileges of his absent brethren 
to dispose of an important office with- 
out consulting them. An interim ap- 
pointment had before been made, and 
where was the inconvenience of again 
adopting tlie same mode? For this 
there was a precedent* in tfce years 
1787 and 1788. 

Mr Dundas of Arniston approved 
of the motion of his honourable friend 
]\fr Moncreiff. 

Mr Somerville of Currie spoke in 
favour of an interim appointment, and 
leaving the nomination to *Dr Mack- 
night. 

Mr Moncreiff replied ; and, after 
some farther observations by different 
members, the vote was called, when 
there appeared— r 

For Dr Nicolfs motion, 66 

For Mr Moncreiff’s, 184 

Majority for making the ap- 
pointment pernvinent, , 68 

Dr Nicoll then moved that Dr Lee 
be appointed sub- clerk conjointly with 
Dr Macknight. which was seconded 
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by the Si^tdtor-General^ and unanL 
mously agrii^d to. 

l>r tee Wast then called in, and hi» 
election intimated to him, for which 
he returned thanks^ and proceeded to 
hii^daties. 

The rest of the business was mere 
routine, and the Assembly adjourned 
tin neat day at two o'clock. 

FRmAY-:>The Assembly appointed 
the following gentlemen to preach 
before Ijis Grace. On the first Sun- 
day, the Rev. Andrew Bell of Tor- 
phichen to preach in the forenoon, 
and the Rev. Alexander Christison of 
Foulden in the afternoon* On the 
second Sunday, the Rev. John Murray 
of Abbotshall to preach in the fore- 
noon, and the Rev. Andrew Bethune 
Duncan of Culross in the afternoon. 

The Assembly then adjourned till 
next day at noon. 

Satuuday, at twelve o'clock, the 
Assembly met. The draft of the 
answer to his Majesty's letter was 
^ read and approved of, and the Mode- 
rator* autliori zed to sign it in name of 
the Assembly ; and his Grace was re- 
quested tiunsmit the same to his 
Majesty. • 

‘ The Committee for revising com- 
missions referred the commission from 
the burgh of Culross in favour of Mr 
Gibson Craig, advocate, ^o,the as- 
sembly, because the said commission 
was hot attested by the Presbytery 
of the bounds ; but tlie Presbytery 
clerk had appended a note to the 
commission, stating, that the attesta- 
tion was refused solely because the 
certificate from the .parish of which 
Mr Gibson Craig was an ordained 
elder, bore to be dated in 1825. A 
certificate was produced along with 
the commission from the reverend 
Mr Somerville of Currie, who also 
stated, in hi5 place, that liad he known 
it would have been requirqil, he would 
have forwarded the certificate, as a 


matter of course, to the clerk oflhe 
Presbytery of Dunfermline. j 

Mr James Gibson Craig, W, 8 . sakt 
it was quite unusual for Presbyteries 
to demand certificates annually in fit- 
vour of elders who had previously 
held the office. He contended that 
two questions were raised by the pre- 
sent objection, which it was advisable 
should be settled. First, whether if; 
was necessary that an elder elected 
fof a burgh should annually produce 
a new certificate to the Presbytery of 
the bounds, the practice being quite 
the contrary. And, secondly, whether 
the want of such certificate would 
as in the circumstances of this case* 
purged by the Assembly. It appear«i 
cd to him, that, having once pre. 
duced a certificate, it was unnecessary 
to do 80 every year. 

After some discussion, a deliver* 
ance, on the motion of Principal 
Nicoll, to the following efiect, wiis 
adopted unanimously: — ‘‘ That it ia 
not denied that Presbyteries have an 
undoubted V^ight to demand a certi*, 
ficate^annually, but in respect that the 
practice is not usually followed, und 
in the peculiar circumstances of the 
case, the Assembly agree to sustain 
tl^e commission." 

On the motion of Dr Cook, wha 
eulogized the conduct and merits of 
Dr Macknight, the Moderator waa 
directed to write to the Rev, Doctor* 
in name of the Assembly, to inform 
him of the election of Dr Lee to be 
conjoint dcpute-clerk — to make him 
acquainted with the sentiments of re* 
spect for past exet tions, which were 
expressed from all sides of the House*, 
ancktiieir regret for his continued in* 
disposition. 

^ome extracts from the records of 
the proceedings of the Trustees of 
the Widows' Fund were read, from 
which it appeared that the collec^r 
of that fundfis in future to receive 
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SOO/. per annum of uilarr, bis cleric 
100/.^ and .the clerk to tne trustee a 
similar sum. Principal Nicoll, after 
pejing a compliment to the diligence 
and aeal of Sir Harry Moncreiff, who 
had not, he said, been in any way in- 
strumental in procuring the necessary 
increase of salaiy, moved that tlie 
Conduct of the Trustees be approved 
of. 

The report of the Committee for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts was given in and read, 
from which it appeared that the Di- 
rectors of the East India Company 
have given all the pledge that could 
be expected of them, or is usually 
given in such cases. Dr Inglis recei- 
ved the thanks of the Assembly for 
his exertions in this cause ; and it was 
subsequently agreed that the General 
Assembly shall appoint a Committee, 
to be selected from all the Presbyte- 
ries of the Church, to hold its meet- 
ings in Edinburgh! for the direction 
and management of all tlie concerns 
of the proposed establishihent.* 

The Assembly having called for 
the report of its Committee of Bills, it 
appeared that 25 petitions, of various 
kinds, had been presented. 

After arranging the business of tbb 
Week, the Assembly adjourned. 

Monday. — A communication was 
read from Dr Mearns, not a member 
of this Assembly, as convener of a 
committee relative to the Scots Church 
in Canada, requesting, with the As- 
sembly's permission, to decline any 
farther charge of that business. 

Dr M‘Gill was anxious that this 
matter should not be despaired of, as 
Very favourable accounts had la^cely 
bee^ received from that quarter. He 
therefore moved that the committee 
be renewed, which was agreed to ; 
Dr Lee to be convener. 

Dr Baird then produced and read 
the repmt of the committee on the 
means of increasing education in 


Scotbmdf than wbich a more impoN 
tant report had never been 
cated to the Assembly. The reverend 
Principal first alludetr to tbe^ volumi- 
nous documents referred to in the 
report ; the first of which consisted 
of the four large folio volumes then 
on the table of the Assembly. ^In 
these four volumes were embodfed 
^the hand-writing of every minister 
of ^the Church ol^ Scotland, and they 
contained returns in regard to the 
state of education every parish 
in Scotland. Another volume which 
he presented, contained the substance 
of all these returns in a tabular 
form ; in it there were not less than 
56 cohimns, and 47, OCX) separate 
entries. Having also^giyen ]n*the 
minute book, letter book, &c. of the 
committee, the reverend Principal 
proceeded to read the report, from 
which it appeared that returns had 
been made from every parish in Scot- 
land, comprising a population of 
2,003,850 ; that collections had been 
made in 420 parishes, averaging 11/. 
ll.r. 6d. each, making a total of 
4863/. 6s, 3//., besides dbnations, 
amounting to 484/. 12^. 6d>, and 78/. 
of annual subscriptions. From^ these, 
together with interest and several 
sums intimated, but not yet paid, 
they might reckon on a fund of 5800/ 
The first school had been established 
at Ullapool, in the parish of Loch- 
broom, a parish 58 miles in length by 
38 in breadth, and the whole number 
of stations where the committee at 
the present date bad agreed to esta- 
blish schools, amounted to 42. There 
were* other applications for schools 
before the committee ; but these, as 
they had been more recently present- 
ed, had not yet been sufficiently con- 
sidered by the committee. The re- 
port concluded ^with cohgratulating 
the Assembly on its success. 

Dr Nicoll warmly complimented 
the zeal and diligence t>r the commit- 
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te&f but particularly of its convener, 
IMn^paf Baird, who took the oppor- 
tunity of eulogizing the conduct of 
his colleagues. On Dr Nicoll's mo- 
tion, thanks were voted and delivered 
by the moderator to the committee ; 
aijd* on the motion of the Solicitor- 
General, the report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Dir Chairners ^as afraid lest the 
splendid cpmmencement of this uiea- 
sure shbuld ha^ a bad effect on the 
future continuance of its supplies^and 
was anxious that it should be known, 
that even on the most moderate prin- 
ciples of calculation, the committee 
were not yet able to occupy with per- 
mapont schools one twentieth part of 
the field which Was before them. 

Mr Dempster of Denny remarked, 
that while thousands, and even hun- 
dreds of thousands, were allowed by 
government for the education of the 
people of Ireland, this country was 
left with the aid of only two tiiousand 
a‘year to educate her own children. 
He ‘thought application should be 
made to parliament for a grant to for- 
ward this measure. * 

Mr Whigham did not think that 
the funds of the country, supplied 
from the sources which had already 
contributed so munificently, wouPd 
be inadequate to the object, • 

Ft* was ^ultimately agreed, on the 
motion of Dr Nicoll, to re-appoint 
the committee, to authorize a collec- 
tion to be made between and the 1st 
February, in those parishes which had 
not yet collected for the fund, it 
being left optional to those wlfloh hud 
collected the first year, to make ano- 
ther collection for the incoming ye ar, 
according as circumstances might fa- 
vour. The committee to report to 
next Genei;al Assembly. 

The Assembly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the overtures on small 
livings of the Church ; and, after 
some discussion, a coinmittcc wa-'' a)>- 

roL. XIX. rAKT in. 


pointed, with instrnctioha to repi)rt 
to a subsequent meeting* of this As- 
sembly. 

The Assembly then took up the 
case of the Rev. James Russell, inL 
nister of Gairloch, who appealed from^ 
a sentence of the Presbytery of LoCli- 
carron, suspending him from the 
office of the ministry, for alleged con- 
tumacy, in not having served disci- 
liiie on Mr Donald Morison, one of 
IS parishioners, to the full extent 
prescribed by the rules of the church. 

Mr J. W. Dickson stated the case 
for the appellant. He particularly 
urged the important defect in the sen- 
tence of the Presbytery, that Mr Rus- 
aell was not cited to, and was not pre- 
sent at, the meeting of the Presbytery, 
when sentence was awarded, and did 
not know tliat any sentence was in 
contemplation against him ; that be 
had followed out what he conceived, 
and what any other person, from the 
minutes of the Presbyter}^ would have 
understood to be, the Presbytery's in- 
structions, and besides, he contended, 
llufTthe sentence was severe beyond 
all degree, even if it could be held 
that the ajipelj^nt had erred. 

, Mr M‘Kenzie, a member of the 
Presbytery, appeared on behalf of the 
Presbytery, and in the course of his 
address to the House, introduced 
some severe reflections on the con- 
duct of the appellant, not warranted 
!)y docunicnls on the Assembly’s ta- 
ble ; for which he was repeatedly 
called to order, not only by the appel- 
lant’s counsel, but by several mem- 
bers of the House. 

Jlr Jeffrey for the appellant said, 
if he understood the rules, or could 
read the countenances of the members 
of this House, no reply was necessary 
to the speech of tlfe reverend gentle- 
man (Mr McKenzie). 

Mr ^^enzies said, the Presbytery of 
i.ochcarron*had lived in the greatest 
cordiality for a number of year.^, aiii ’ 
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he was certain that both parties now 
at the bar still entertained feelings of 
the most kindly nature towards e5ch 
other. If the proceedings of the Pres- 
bytery had been irregular, they had 
been led into the irregularity by re- 
gard for the interests of the Church. 
The learned gentleman concluded 
by i)roposing, that some motion be 
made, which, while it removed the 
sentence of suspension against Mr 
Russell, would absolve the Presbytery 
from the imputation of being actuated 
by any improper motive in awarding 
it. 

Dr Cook regretted that any Pres- 
bytery of the Church sliould have ap- 
peared before them in the situation 
in which this Ih’csbytery appeared. 
He considered that there w^re cases 
of this sort in w hich mercy W'as bet- 
ter than saerificc ; and that nothing 
was more dreadful to a minister of 
the Gospel than suspending him from 
ihe ministry. This awful punish- 
inent should never be inflicted till the 
party charged had been repeatedly 
admonished, and entreated to re<.«rn 
to his duty. But here this j)ui)ish- 
ment was inflicted while the party 
imagined he had perfoirmed his duty. 
It w\^s inflicted in his absence; witlr-* 
out his know'ledge; without any ci- 
tation having been given to him to 
appear before tlicm-^nay, when he 
was languishing upon a bed of sick- 
ness, w’hicli rendered his appearance 
impossible. I le would not rest satis- 
fied with a mere reversal of the sen- 
tence ot the Presbytery ; he conceived 
the Presbytery had a*cted most irregu- 
larly and unc<institutionally, and the 
deliverance of the Assembly should 
express their dis^])probati()n of such 
conduci. 

Principal Macfhrlane agreed en- 
tirely with what had fallen from his 
reverend friend. 

Mr Maitland McGill and Mr Dun- 
< an ofKuthwcll tliought, that how'- 


ever irregular the Presbytery's con- 
duct might have been, that of Mr* 
Russell was not free from blame. 

The motion of Principal Macfar- 
lane was then unanimously adopted 
as the judgment of the House, and 
was as follows : — 

. The General Assembly And that 
the Presbytery of Lochcarron have 
acted irregularly and improperly, in 
suspending and thVeatening to depose 
the appellant, on the grounds! speci- 
fied in their minutcs/especially when 
he h*ad not been summoned '1}efore' 
them, and no regular process had been 
instituted against him, and therefore 
they did, and hereby do sustain the 
appeal, and reverse the sentence ap- 
pealed against; and -they admonish 
the Presbytery of Lochcarron to ex- 
ercise their jurisdiction over their 
brethren with prudence, forbearance, 
and brotherly kindness ; and they 
direct the Presbytery to record this 
judgment in their Presbytery books, 
and to see that it be recorded in the 
Session book of the Kirk Sessiovi of 
Gairlocli.’' 

The Assembly then acljouTned till 
eleven o'clock next day. 

Tuesday, the Procurator for the* 
Church proceeded to make his re- 
port on the state of the funds of the 
Church, cfri'-m whicli it appeared, that 
the debts due wdicii lie last made re- 
port, amounted to 1350/. By the sub- 
scriptions of ministers it was reduced 
to 1231/. 16\v. 6^/. By the votes of 
the House, liowcver, of last year, the 
Cliurch was pledged for an addition- 
al deht*of 620/. ‘^riie contribution of 
the lay members last year amount- 
ed to 4*50/. but notwithstanding that 
large sura, the (4iarch was cither in- 
debted or pledged for 1467/. 

Principal Nipoll said, that the 
committee in discharge of its duty 
had found it impossildc to recom- 
mend that aid sliould he given in any 
one case. 'I'hat w as a painful situa- 
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tion> but ministers had themselves 
£plone to blame. * 

The Assembly then called for the 
overture from die Synod of Dumfries, 
anent clandestine marriages. 

•Reverend Mr D. Wright appeared 
in support of the overture. The evil, 
hd said, had long been permitted to 
exist within the bounds of tlie Synod 
of Dumfries. He trusted he would 
be able to show that no new law on 
the sub^jcct would be requisite. The 
old ones were qtfito sufiicient, if fully 
and rigidly exercised. He did»not 
wish it to be understood that they 
had come to the Assembly without 
trying what could be effected by re- 
gulations ; but no regulations'nor co- 
operations orf the part of the Presby- 
tery could be effective, unless the con- 
duct and practice of the magistrates 
were ako regulated. I'he conduct of 
these functionaries, he trusted he 
would be able to show*, was quite 
contrary to the statute-law of the 
land. Besides, while the Justices of 
the Peace of the border counties did 
all in their power to discourage the 
practice,* tlfe magistrates of the 
burghs gave it their support. It»was 
tliercthatthe evil was encouraged. He 
need only refer to what passed at a 
late circuit, when a learned judge 
made some very pointed r^nvirks on 
this Jiaiicful practice. Instead of those 
persons taking the observations in 
good part, they considered them as 
encroachments on their just rights and 
privileges. Some of these rights and 
privileges he would now make the 
House acquainted with. there 

was, to unite parties in a state of bi- 
gamy, and it was out of a marriage 
of that nature that the case came to 
be tried at the circuit. Another of 
their, rights was, tg unite parties 
while in a s\ate of intoxication, wliich 
was the occasion of many rash mar- 
riages. In one case, from Duml'rics, 
tlie Court of Session had passed sen- 


tence of divorce, on the ground that 
the pursuer was drunk when she had 
come before the magistrate. Another 
of these privileges was, to reduce the 
hue to a few merks, or any sum they 
chose, and npt unfrequently to apply 
them — ^not to pious purposes, as the 
statute required, but to furnish the 
means for a debauch. I’he act of 
(’harles II. exacted a penalty from a 
nobleman of 1000 merks for such an 
offence, and 100 merks was the low- 
est fine it imposed, besides imprison- 
ment for three months, and trans- 
gressors ought now to pay much 
larger sums. Rut this statute had 
become a dead letter. To put an end 
to such evils, so destructive to the 
virtue, happiness, and well-being of 
society, must be the wish of all who 
valued the interests of piety and mo- 
rality ; and to do so, no new laws 
were necessary, but only to put in 
force those already in existence. 
These magistrates were in general 
ignorant of the chartacters or situa- 
tions of thdse who came before them, 
an^^br aught they knew, might be 
joining persons already married, or 
who were within the degrees of con- 
sanguinity forbidden by law. He 
tvould fain hope tlic Assembly would 
devise means to siijipress an evil 
which had been suffered too long to 
exist ; and if they could not get rid of 
il altogether, it would at least be de- 
sirable to reduce it to the smallest 
quantum possible. It ought not to be 
permitted to exist, while the remedy 
only required to be applied. lie con- 
cluded by moving, that a committee 
be appointed to consider of the best 
inrtins of putting down the evil com- 
plained of, and to report. 

,Sir John (.'onneli expressed his 
hope that the pr(»cecdings in this case 
might be productive of good ; and al- 
though the laws relative to clandes- 
tine marriages had been allowed to 
fall into disuse, he thought that a rc- 
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commendation from this Assembly to 
the magistrates of tlie southern coun- 
ties, to abstain from sucli practices, 
might be sufficient to check the evil 
complained of. 

Mr Sloan of Dornock said, the lo- 
cality of his parish enabled him to 
knowagood deal about these proceed- 
ings. His parish was bounded on the 
east by Gretna Green, a place well 
known to ladies and gentlemen, if not 
by personal acquaintance, at least by 
fame — (a laugh) — and on the west 
by Annan, a place no less celebrated 
for clandestine marriages. Those 
marriages were always hastily entered 
into, and often hastily repented of. 
They could not expect the blessing of 
Heaven who went to the altar with a 
lie in their right hands. The ladies in 
the gallery appeared to smile ; he 
assured them he was far from an ene- 
my to marriage. He was indeed a 
warm advocate for it, and had felt 
from his own experience that it was 
not good for man to be alone (laugh- 
ter.) He looked upon ‘ those fair 
forms as the comfort of man while 
in health, and in the hour of distress 
they poured into his mind the balm 
of consolation (laughter.) He strong- 
ly urged the necessity of some 
siires being taken on this subject, 

Mr Dempster of Denny said, that 
twenty-five years ago, irregular mar- 
riages prevailed to a great extent in 
his quarter ; but by a strict eccle- 
siastical discipline they had got rid 
of that evil. Their plan was to re- 
fuse church privileges to transgres- 
sors, and to put them to such a strict 
catechising, that they at length came 
to the conclusion that it was »far 
better for them to do right at first, than 
run the risk of such a vexatious sys- 
tem (a laugh.) The consequence was, 
that whereas they Yormerly had from 
six to eight cases of this kind annual- 
ly, they now seldom had one. 

Principal Macfai‘lane,^Dr Duncan 


of Ruthwell, and Mr J. A* Murray, 
speke shortly in favour of the comr 
iriittee. ^ 

Mr Marshall of Glasgow, and Mr 
McLeod of Campsie, suggested that 
the committee should not be confinvd 
in their inquiries to the south;, the 
practice existed in man} other places. 

’ The Assembly than appointed a 
committee, with instructions to report 
if possible on SaUjrday. 

"f he Assembly then proceeded to 
hear the overture ftom the Synod 
of Fife, on the subject of the poor 
laws. 

Dr Craig Buchanan supported the 
overture. He concluded by moving 
the appointment of a committee, to 
consider of this subjed, which was 
agreed to. 

The Assembly next proceeded to 
consider the petition and appeal of 
the Rev. Malcolm M‘Leod, minister 
of Snizort, against the sentence of 
the Presbytery of Skye, suspending 
the Rev. Roderick M'Leod, minister 
of Bracadalc, for contumacy. 

The appellant appeared for him- 
self, with H. ,Cockburri, Esq. as his 
counsel — Mr Soutcr, along with P. 
Robertson, ICsq. advocate, appeared 
for tlie Presbytery. 

^ A preliminary objection was urged 
against tjie^eceiving of a petition from 
tlie parishioners of Bracadale. The 
judgment of Assembly in 1824 W’as 
read in reference to the parish of 
Bracadah', directing that tlie Presby- 
tery of Skye should take care that 
the ordinance of baptism be duly per- 
formed„in that parish. 1’he minutes 
of Presbytery were next read, detail- 
ing the various proceedings which 
had taken place in consequence of 
tliis judgment, from which it appear- 
ed that the Presbytery got from Mr 
M‘Leod a statement that there were 
4*7 children under three years of age, 
unbaptized in tlic parish, and that for 
the two years and a half that he hud 
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been incumbent, he had only baptized 
seven. The Presbytery then resolved 
on a Presbytej^ial visitation, when the 
elders ^nd heads of families were call- 
ed before them. At a forenoon meet- 
ing of Presbytery^ four persons ha- 
ving children to be baptized were ex- 
atnined— three of whom were found 
entitled to have the ordinance admi- 
nistered, aftd one unfit. Two of these 
persons had their children instfyitly 
baptiz«|d;‘ but one man’s (R. Sha'w) 
child, Mr M‘LtA)d positively refused 
lo ba|Jtizo, because Shaw had been 
impertinent, and also because he was 
not a regular attender of the ordinan- 
ces of* religion. In this refusal the 
Presbytery acquiesced for the time. 
At the PresByterial examination, Mr 
MT^cod still refused to baptise Shaw’s 
child; in consequence of which refu- 
sal, the Presbytery su^fieiided Mr 
McLeod, until he should agree to 
baptize the child ; but the moderator 
was authorized, should Mr M‘JiCod 
comply, to call a pro re nola m(‘eting, 
and remove this sentence of suspen- 
sion. Against this sentence Mr M - 
Lend of Snlzort dissented, and ap- 
pealed. • 

* Mr Cockburn appeared in behalf 
of the appellant, wlio was not mini- 
ster of the parish of Bracadale, but 
his father. This question depended 
upon the light in which it might be 
viewed fiy different parties. ,One 
man might administer the ordinance 
of baptism one wa}^ while another, 
equally conscientious, would do it 
in another way. In regard to what 
had occurred in the Asscmblyiin 1 824, 
nil that was then enacted was, that a 
particular child should be baptized, 
and that the Presbytery of Skye 
should take care tliat the ordinance 
of b‘‘^ptism should duly admini- 
stered in the parish of Bracadale. He 
then proceeded to remark on the dif- 
ferent procefedings of the Presbytery 
till the lime of passing 'sentence of 


suspension, contending that they 
ought to have accused Mr M‘Leod, 
and served him with a libel, contain- 
ing specific charges. But instead of 
that, without libel, without proof, 
and in his /ibsence, they suspended 
him at once. 

Tiie reveremd Mr Souter proceeded 
to mention the different steps taken 
by the Presbytery to carry ioto effect 
the sentence of the Assembly. He 
gave an account of the visitation, and 
regretted that the petition of the pa- 
rishioners had not been read. The 
Pres!)ytcry were anxious tliat Mr 
M‘Leod should be restored to bis 
parish when that could bo done con- 
sistently with the due administration 
of the law — the privileges of the pa- 
rishioners, and the constitution of the 
Church. 

Mr P. Robertson argued that the 
conduct of* the Presbytery had been 
in strict conformity to the laws of the 
Church. 

Dr MTjrill would caution the As- 
sembly not hastily to come to a con- 
chiiion on this subject ; and certainly 
it would be rash to judge of the con- 
duct of a minister who had refused 
to baptize a child, without weighing 
*«vell all the motives on which Jus re- 
fusal might be grounded. And lie 
would ask of the Presbytery of Skye, 
if they acted towards their brother 
with that degree of Christian charity 
which it became them to follow to- 
wards each other? 

Dr Cook went over the case at con- 
siderable length, and, in conclusion, 
was for affirming the sentence of the 
Presbytery of Skye. 

•Mr Robert Tiiomson, advocate, at 
great length contended that the Pres- 
bytery had acted improperly and 
most precipitately. 

Dr Nicoll said that this case, while 
of the greatest importanee, was one 
of the ra^st simple in its nature. 
There was one thing on whieli he. 
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thought all were agreed«-*that mini- 
aters^ on their admission to the 
church, subscribed the formula, rde- 
claring that they would submit and 
be in subordination to its courts. If 
that subordination was not adhered 
to, every minister migRt set up an 
independent congregation of his own. 
After some farther remarks, appro- 
ving of the conduct of the Presbytery, 
Principal Nicoll concluded by mo- 
ving in effect, that the sentence ap- 
pealed from should be affirmed. 

This was seconded by the Rev. Mr 
McKenzie. 

Dr McGill, in substance, moved, 
that the sentence of the Presbytery 
of Skye should be reversed, which 
motion was seconded by Mr R. Thom- 
son, advocate. 

Mr W. Bell, W.S., Mr James 
Bridges, Mr Garment, and Mr Mar- 
shall of Glasgow, supported the mo- 
tion of Dr McGill. 

Mr Robertson of Eorteviot and 
Principal Macfarlane enforced the ar- 
guments of Principal Nicoll. 

The votes being now loudly called 
for, the House divided, when tliere 
appeared for Principal NicolPs mo- 
tion, 108 ; for Dr M*Giirs, 73 ; ma- 
jority, 35, 

The House then adjourned to Wed- 
nesday at 11 o'clock. 

On Wednesday, the question of 
Pluralities was again brought forward, 
by Mr Marshall of Glasgow submit- 
ting the following motion, which he 
prefaced by a long and eloquent 
speech ; 

That the General Assembly, ha- 
ving considered the overtures relative 
to the union of the office of a paio- 
chial minister with that of principal 
or professor in any of the Universi- 
ties of Scotland, and being deeply 
convinced that sucli unions are inju- 
rious to the interests of religion, edu- 
cation, and learning, and^ontrary to 
the spirit of our ecclesiastical consti- 


tution, resolve. That a committee be 
appointed to prepare an overture to 
be transmitted to the I’rcsbyteries of 
this church, for preventin |5 such 
unions of these offices in future, in all 
cases not already provided for by the 
act of Assembly 1817, and to report 
to this Assembly : And farther, in re- 
s^)ect that some of the theological 
professorships are not at present suf- 
ficiently provided for, the General 
Assembly resolve to appoint p, com- 
mittee to take all suoit cases into con- 
sideration, with instructions tn^ make 
all necessary inquiries, and to adopt 
all measures that may be deemed ex- 
pedient, with the view of obtaining 
some means or security for the ade- 
quate endowment of theie offices, and 
to report to next Assembly.” 

The following amendment was 
moved by Dr Nicoll ; — 

That the General Assembly, ha- 
ving maturely deliberated on the sub- 
ject of these overtures, judge it inex- 
pedient to transmit any overture upon 
the subject to the several presbyteries 
of this church." 

Dr Cook submitted the Allowing 
amendment : — 

The General Assembly, having 
considered the overtures on the tabic, 
fipd that it is not expedient, under 
existing cirpurastances, to transmit to 
Presbyteries an overture for abolish- 
ing the union of offices in Uliiversities 
with' parochial charges, where the law 
of residence is not violated ; but ap- 
point a committee to inquire and as- 
certain whether adequate endow- 
ments fpr theological professorships 
could be obtained, and what effect the 
universal abolition of pluralities would 
produce on the connexion between 
the Church and tlie Universities of 
Scotland." 

We deem it unnecessary to report 
the arguments of the difierent speak- 
ers on this (juestion, in which there 
was little originality, they being sub- 



•Chap. 4.] 


ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONICLE. 




stantially the same as those which 
•were urged in the previous Assem- 
bly, when the, same question was dis- 
cussed^ The* motion was supported 
by Dr McGill, Mr Carmen t, Dr Chal- 
mers, the J.ord Provost of Edinburgh, 
and Mr James MoncreifI’, and op- 
[fbged by Mr Douglas Cheape, the 


Lord President of the Court of Ses- 
sion, Mr Ramsay of Orgiiston, and 
Dr»Ferrie of Kilconquhar. Only the 
motion and Dr Nicolfs amendment 
were put to the vote ; and on calling 
the roll, tliere appeared, for the mo- 
tion. 105 — Ibr the amendment, 170 
— majority, 65, 
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, ANTIQUITIES. 

A Collection of Fragments, illustrative 
of the History and Antiquities of Derby. 
By K. Simpson, A. M. Hvo. 2 vols. 

No. X. of the Provincial Antiquities 
and Picturesque Scenery of Scotland, with 
descriptive Illustrations by Sir \V^IVer 
Scott, Bart. ; containing Views of the Bass 
Hock — Fast Castle — Craigmillar Castle — 
the Entrance to Leith Harbour — and the 
Interior of Koslyn Chapel. On royal 4<ta * 
price Kis. — Proofs, imperial 4io. 30s. — 
India paper, 42s. — India paper and Etch- 
ings, 52s. (id. 

The Historical Antiquities of Hert- 
fordshire. By Sir Henry Chauiicy, Kiit. 
Serjeant-at-Law. In 2 vols. royal Hvo. 
price L.2, (is, boards. 

Irish Antiquarian llosoarches. By Sir 
AVilliain Botham. F. A. Hvo. I5s. 

ANAT OMY. 

A Manual of Anatomy, arranged so as 
to afford a concise and accurate descrip- 
tion of the different parts of the Human 
Body. From the French of A. L. i. 
Boyle. Bovisod and improved by William 
Bonnet, M.D. IBmo. 7s. (id. boards. 

lazars’ Anatomical Plates. Parts IX. 
X, and XI. 10s. (id. plaiq,, each — 21s. 
coloured. 


ARClIITErTUIlR. 

Remarks on the Form and Construction 
of Prisons, with appropriate Designs, and 
illustrated with Engravings. Published 
by the Committee of the Society foi; the 
Improveinent of Prison Discipline. 

Chronological and IlistcaricaUIllustra/- 
tions of the Anci&nt Afchitecture of Hrc at 
Britain. By John Britton, F. S. A. &c. 
Price L.(>, 12 kS. medium, or L 11> impe- 
rial 4to. 

, Designs for Parsonage Houses, Alms- 
Houses, &c.^arranged to accord with \"il- 
lage Scenery. By T. F. Hunt, author of 

Half-a-dozen Hints on Pictuvesque Do- 
mest'lc Architecture.” 

A Treatise on the Decorative Part of 
Civil Architecture, illustrated by sixty- 
two Plates, engraved by Hooker, Grig- 
nion, Glailwin, &e. By Sir William 
Chambers, K P.S. late Surveyor- General 
of his Mnjesty’s works, iS:c. The fourth 
edition, ito. L.3, 3s. 

niBLIOrfJBAl’Hy. 

A Catalogue of an extensive Collection 
of Books; comprising maijy valuable 
works in Divinity, Classics, and general 
IJterature. By T. Stevenson, Cambridge. 
Hvo. 2s. (id. 

A ('!atalogiic of a miscellanemis Collec- 
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tion of BookSj ancient and modern, in the 
various departments of Literature. By 
J. Heaton. Leeds. 

Longman, Htirst, Rees, Ornie, Brown, 
and Green's Catalogue of Old Books, 
Part I. for 1826. 

Bibliotheca Selectissima : a Catalogue 
of Books printed in the fifteenth cctmi- 
rf. 5s. 

B. Beckley's Catalogue of Books, New 
and Second»han(l, in the English, Spa- 
nish, and French Languages. 

RiChard.Baynes' General Catalogfle of 
New aitd Secondfliand Books, for 1826, 
Part , 

• General Catalogue of German Books, 
comprising the Works on the Sciences. 
By Trcuttel and Wurtz. Is. 6d. 

A Cartaloguc, which embraces the whole 
of the Publications of Gennady for the 
fir»t half of tlfc present year. 

niOGRArHY. 

The Life and Correspondence of Major 
Cartwright. Edited by his Niece, E. D. 
Cartwright. 2 vols. 8vo. witli portrait, 
&c. L.l, 8s. 

Memoirs of the Court of Henry the 
Eighth. By Mrs A. F. Thomson. In 
2 vqIs. 8v(). with a portrait. Ti.l, Hs. bds. 

Memoirs and Recollections of Count 
Segur, vftl. !!♦ ; comprising his Residence 
at the Court of Catherine II. of Kjissia. 
8vo. French. 12s. 

]\Iemoires du Prince dc Montbarey, Mi- 
nistre Secretaire d’Etat sous Louis XVI. 
Eerits par lui-memc. 2 vols. 8 vo. 2!sf 

The liife and Times of Fi^etl^rick Rey- 
nolds, the Dramatist. Written by him- 
self.* 2 volfe. 8vo. with portrait. L.l^ 8s. 

Ecclesiastical Biography; or Lives of 
Eminent Men connected with the His- 
tory of Religion in England, from the 
Commencement of the Reformation to 
the Revolution ; illustrated with Notes. 
By the Rev. CliristApher WoftViwortb, 
D.D. 2d edition. L.3, 12s. 

The Annual Biography and Obituary 
for the year 1826. 8vo. 15s. 

Literary and Miscellaneous Memoirs. 
By J. Cradock, Esq. M.A. F.S.A. 

Memoirsi of the IVfIrgravine of Ans- 
paob. Written by herself, 2 vols. 8vo. 
L.l, 8s. 

Memoirs of Jane Taylor. 2 vols. cr. 

• 8vo. !6s. 


Memoits of the Countess de Oenlis, 
vol]^. VII. and VIII. completing the work. 
168. — French 14 s. 

Jones^ Life of Bishop Hall. 8vo. Us. 
Mary, -(^uecn of Scots ; her Persecu- 
tions, Suflerings, and Trials, from her 
birth till herVlcath. 7s. 6d. 

A General and Heraldic Dictionary oi‘ 
the Peerage and Baronetage of the United 
Kingdom, for 1826*. By J, Burke, Esq. 
Hvo. L.l, is. 

Autobiographical Memoirs of Ferdi- 
mnd Franck. In a pocket volume, is. 

The Remains of John Briggs, late Edi- 
tor of the Lonsdale Magazine. 12mo. 
7s. fid. 

The Life of Erasmus ; with Historical 
Remarks on the state of Literature be- 
tween the tenth and sixteenth centuries. 
By C. Butler, Esq. Svo. 7s. 6d. 

A^utobiography ; a Collection of Self- 
written Lives. Part I. commencing Col- 
ley Cibber, 18mo. Is, 

Annals of tlie House of Hanover. By 
Sir Andrew Ilalh’day, M.D. 2 vols. Hvo. 
L.2, 2s. 

The Life of Alexander, Emperor of 
Russia. By H. E. Lloyd. Svo. I5s. 

Lives of celebrated Architects, ancient 
and modern, with Observations on their 
Works, and the Principles of the Art. 
J^^'rancesco Milizia. 'I'ranslated from 
the Italian, by Mrs Cresy. 2 vols. Hvo. 
L.l, Hs. 

^ The Life of John Wickliff; with an 
Appendix, and list of his Works, Post 
Svo. 5s. 6d. 

Recollections of the Life of John 
O’Keeffe, the celebrated Comic Drama- 
ti.st. Written by himself. 2 voks. 8vo. 
LI, 8s. 

Memoirs of Marmontcl, Written by 
himself. 2 vols. 7s. 6(1. 

Memoirs of the Life and Writings of 
liindley Murray : in a series of lctter.s, 
wTitten by himself. Svo. 

Memoirs of the Life of Mrs Siddons. 
B^ James Boaden, Esq. with Anecdotes 
of Authors and Actors. 2 vols. 8vo. 28?;. 
. Memoirs of the Life of the late Tho- 
mas Serres, MariiiQ Painter to the King. 
Svo. 2s. 

The I Jfc of Benjamin Franklin. 12mo. 
6s. 

Bi.shop lAll, his Life and Tiinc.s. By 
the Rev. John Jones. 1 vol. Hvo. 12s. 
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A General Biographical Dictionary, 
1 voL 8 VO. ' 18b. 

The second volume of Mr Crad/)ck's 
Literary and Miscellaneous Memoirs ; 
containing Travels in France previous 
to the Revolution.” 

Some Account of the Life and Charac- 
ter of the late Thomas Bateman, M. D. 
F.L.S. &LC. In 1 vol. post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Vol. I. of a General Biographical Dic- 
tionary. To be completed in 2 volumes. 
8vo. 15s. 

The Lives of the Right Hon. Frani*is 
North, Baron Guilford ; the Hon. Sir 
Dudley North ; and of the Hon. and 
Rev. Dr John North. By the Hon. Ro- 
ger North. With Notes and Illustrations, 
Historical and Biographical. In J vols. 
8vo. with portraits. L.l, His. 

Memoirs of the Rev. T. Watson. 10s. 
6d. 

Eccentric Biography. 12mo. 4s. Od. 

JMusical Biography ; or Memoirs of tlie 
Lives and Writings of the most eminent 
Music Composers. 2 vols. 

Memoirs of a Serjeant in the French 
Army. Written by himself. Comprising 
liie Adventures in Italy, Spain, Germany, 
Russia, See, from 1805 to 1823. Post 
8vo. 9s. 6d. ' 

Sketches of recently deceased British 
Characters, commencing with the accl;s- 
sion of George IV. ; comprising two hun- 
dred and thirty Subjects, chronologically 
arranged. By William Miller. 2 vols. 
4 to. L 3, 3s. 

BOTANY. 

Hortus Cantabrigiensis ; or an Accent- 
ed Catalogue of Indigenous and Exotic 
Plants cultivated in the Cambridge Bo- 
tanic Garden. By the late James Donn, 
Curator, Fellow of thcLinnajanand Hor- 
ticultural Societies. Eleventh Edition, 
with numerous editions and corrections. 
By John Lindlcy, F.’Ji. S. &c. 10s. 6d. 

The First Number of a Botanical 
Work, consisting of ten lithographic co- 
loured Flowers, with botanical descrip- 
tions. To be completed in Four Num- 
bers, IGs. each. ^ 

Practical Botany ; an improved arrange- 
ment of British Plants. By Wni. Johns, 
M.D. Post 8vo. 9s. 

Botanical Terminology ;^^r Dictionary 
explaining the Terms most generally em- 


ployed in systematic Botany. By G. N. 
Lloyd, Esq. 7s. 

Botanical Sketches. 8vo. 15s. 

DRAMA. ' 

Love’s \''ictory, or a School for Pride ; 
a comedy, in five acts. By George Hyde. 
8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Shakespare’s Plays, in one very snfall 
pocket volume*, printed by Corrall, and 
embellished with a vignetPj of Shak- 
*spcare between Tragedy and Comedy,” 
aiuF a portrait by Stothard. L.l, Is. ; or 
illustrated with 38 engravings, L.2, 2s. 

i^nother Edition, with 38 engravings, 
principally from designs by Stothard, in 
nine extremely small volumes. 

Sylla, a tragedy, in five acts, from the 
French of JM. Jouy. By H. Branelreth, 
jun- Es^j. A.M. 5s. Gel. 

The Three Strangers ; play, in *fivc 
acts, as ])erfonncd at the Theatre Royal, 
Covent Garden By Harriet Lee. 

Benyowsky, or the Exiles of Kamt- 
schatka. By James Kennedy, Esq. 8vo, 
3s. 6(1. 

Oberon, or the Elf- King’s Oath ; a ro- 
mance. By J. R. Planche, Esep 18mo. Is. 

CLASSICS. 

P. Virgilii Maronis Bucolica ; contain- 
ing an Ordo and interlinejial Translation 
accompanying the Text, — a Treatise on 
T.atin Versification, — and references to 
Scanning Table. By P. A. Nuttall, LL.D. 

Young’s Xenophon tis Memorabilia, 
Greek and Latin, with Notes. 8vo. 8s. 

Doering’ij Horace. 8vo. 18s. 

Platonis Kepublica. 8vo. 15s. 

Corpus Poetarum. Fasc. II. contain- 
ing ‘Propertius and Ovidius. Med. 8vo. 
7s. 6d. 

A Cornelii Celsi de Medicina, Lihn 
VIII. Ex recens. Leonardi Targac. Con- 
cinnavit Edwardus Milligan, M.D. &c. 
1 vol. .8«;o. IGs. ' 

Quiriti Curtii Rufi de Rebus geitis 
Alexandri Magni Macedonum Regis, Li- 
bri Superstites, &c. Small pocket volume. 
Ts. 6d. 

EDUCATION. 

A Word in fafoiir of Female SCi)ooI», 
addressed to Parents and Guardians. By 
a Lady. Foolscap 8vo. 2s. Gd. 

Tytler’s Ancient Geography and His- 
tory. Crown 8vo. 7s. 
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An Epitome of Universal Chronology, 
pistory, and Biography. From the Ger- 
man of F. Strass, and continued to 1826. 
By C. C. Hamilton. 12mo. 5s. 6d. 

Mathematical Tracts on Physical As- 
tronomy, the Figure of the Earth. By 
Gi B. Airy, M.A. Hvo. (»s. tid. 

The Principles of Analytical Geometry. 

H. P. Hamilton, M.A. &c. 8vo. 4s.^ 

IlusselPs Philosophy of Arithmetic. 
12mo. 3s. • 

Williams on Stenography. 8vo. 12s! 

Kenriohls Key to liis Excrcisef on 
Yumptfs Latin j^rammar. 8vo. 5s. 

Young’s Instructions for the Deaf and 
Dumb.*^12mo. 3s. fid. 

Passatempi Moralis Ossia Scelta di No- 
vella e Storiac e lliaeevoli. 12mo. 6s. 

A Short Account of the System pur- 
sued in the Pestalozzian Acadeiily, South 
Lambeth ; with some Remarks on the 
subject of Education. 

Le Tresor de PEcolier FraiUj'Sls ; or the 
Art of Translating English into French, 
by means of an English and French In- 
dex. 12W10. 3s. fid. 

Le Traductcur Parisien ; or the Art of 
rendering Fieiich into English, &c. By 
Louis Fenwick dc Porquet. fis. fid. 

Parisian Phraseology ; or Choix de 
Phrases diverses en Fran<;‘ais. 2s. fid. 

. A Compendious Saxon Grammar of the 
primitive English* or Anglo-Saxon Lan- 
guage, &c. &c. By the Kev. d. Bosworth, 
A.M. 5s. 

Philosophy in Sport made Science in 
Earnest ; being an attempt to illustrate 
the first IMnciples of NaturakPhilosophy, 
by the aid of Popular Toys and Sports. 
By J?eter Whiffle, Esq. In 2 vols. 12mo. 

Elements of Arithmetic for Chilflren, 
on a plan entirely new. Illustrated by 
Cuts. By J. Cobbin, M.A. Half- bound, 
Is. fid. 

Thoughts on Domestic Education, the 
result of Experience. ‘By a Molti^r. 9s. 

The Little Harmonist, or a Mother’s 
Introduction to the Pianoforte. By Jo- 
seph Major. 

Rudiments of the* Greek Language, 
English and Greek, for the use of the 
EditfburghwVcademy. *l2mo. 4s. hound. 

Preliminary Lecture, delivered in the 
Common Hall of the University of Glas- 
gow, November the 7 th, 1826 ; compri- 
sing a view of the Course of Study per- 


2f)7 

formed in tkk Greek Class. By D, K. 
Sandford, Esq. M.A. Christ.Churcli, Ox- 
ford, and Professor of Greek in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow. 

The Little World of Knowledge, ar- 
ranged numerically ; designed for exei*- 
cising the Memory, and as an Introduc- 
tion to the Arts and Sciences, Natural 
Philosophy, Belles Lettres, iS:c. By 
Charlotte Matilda Hunt. 12rao. 7s. bds. 

Familiar Geography. By the Abbe 
Gaultier. Ifimo. 3s. 

.The French Genders taught in Six 
Fables. By the JM aster of a Grammar 
School. 

The English Parser ; being a Com- 
plete and Original System of English 
Parking. By II. Nixon. 12mo. 3s. fid. 

Hume’s Phdologist, or an In(|uiry in- 
to the Causes of Diflerence between th(j 
Greek and Latin Syntax. By Francis 
Adams, A.M. 3s. fid. 

A Harmonized (irarnmar of the Latin 
Language. By the Rev. C. F. Nolan. 
8 VO. 4s. 

A Grammar of the Portuguese Lan- 
guage. By J. Laycock. J2m{). 3s. fid. 

A Touchstone to try tlie l*'rench Scho- 
lar. By J. Laycock. 12mo. 3s. fid. 

Extracts * from (ireek Authors, with 
Notes and a Vocabulary. For the use of 
tlfeJunior Greek CUass in the University 
of Glasgow. By 1). K. Sandford, Esq. 
A.M. Oxoii. Professor of Greek in the 
JUniversity of Glasgow. Second edition, 
d)rrectcd and improved. Hvo. 

Introduction to the Writing of Greek. 
For the use of the Junior (ireek Class in 
the University of (Glasgow. By 1). K. 
Sandford, Esq. A.JM. Oxon. Professor of 
(jreek in the University of Glasgow. 
Third edition, enlarged and improved. 
12rao. 

Academical Examinations on the Prin- 
ciples of Chemistry ; being an Introduc- 
tion to the Study ot that Science. By Da- 
vid Boswell Reid. 18mo. 7s. fid. bds. 

.The Chronological Historian ; or a Re- 
cord of Public Events, &c. By W. Tooue, 
2 vols. 8vo. L.l, 12s. (id. 

The Principles of Arithmetic explained 
and illustrated. By Alex. Ingram. Is. fid. 

Etymons of English Words. By the 
late John Tliomson, M.R.l. 4to. IHs* 

A Concise View of Ancient (Geography, 
with Notes, and the Names ol Persons 
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and Places carefully accented. By W. 
Bond. ISinO. 4s. 6d. 

Martinelli's French and Italian rDic- 
tiouary. 2 vols. square. lOs. 

Selwyn's Ancient Grecian and Persian 
Biography. ISmo. 4s. 

A Metrical Praxis, being an Easy In- 
troduction to Latin Hexameter and Pen- 
tameter Verses, and to the Lyric Metres 
most (Jommonly in use. By the Rev. J. 
Simpson, LL.D. 12mo. 2s. 6*d. 

The Family Catechist, or Conversations 
on the Church Catechism ; consisting#of 
a Brief Explanation, Familiar Illustra- 
tions, and Narratives. By the Widow of 
a Clergyman. IHmo. 3 b. 

Gleanings of Chemistry; illustrating 
the nature of Air, Water, Light, Heat, 
8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Petronj and DavenporCs I tali an, French, 
and English Dictionary. 3vols. in2. 8vo. 
L.2, lOs. 

A Greek and English Dictionary. By 
the Rev. John Groves. 8vo. 

English Synonymes Enlarged, with co- 
pious Illustrations and Examples, drawn 
from the best Writers. By George Crabb, 
A.M. In 4to. Parts I. and II. f)s. To 
be completed in Six Parts, monthly. 

An Italian Grammar; comprising, in 
small compass, more of what is essential- 
ly useful towards a knowledge of the lan- 
guage, given with greater perspicuity and 
precision than has been done in any for- 
mer one. By Ferdinand Ciciloni. 12mc^ 
.'is. 

The Geogra])hy of the Globe. By J. O. 
Butler. 4s, (id. 

A Practical Spanish Grammar. By S. 
Whitehead. 12mo. 7s. 6d. 

A Chronology of Ancient History. By 
Mrs Sherwodd. 1 vol. 12mo. 68. 

A New Greek and English Lexicon. 
By J. Donegan. 8vo. L.l, lls. 6d. 

Thoughts on Academical Instruction. 
8 VO. Js. 

Cominentaire Litteraire, et Elite de 
Faits memorables et d' Anecdotes instnic- 
tifs. Par M. D’Emden. 12mo. 

A Di tionary of English Synonymes. 
By the Rev. J. Platt. 5s. boards, or 5s. 
5(1. bound. 

Thoughts on Academical Instruction 
in England. 8vo. 5s. 

WhitohemVs Spanish Grammar. 12mo. 
7s. 6d. 


Phillip’s Latin Exercise Book. 12mo. 
2s. 6d. 

The Jewish Gleaner, or Anecdotes and 
Miscellaneous Pieces. IBmo. 2s. 6^1. 

A View of the System and Merits of 
the East Indian College at Haileybury. 
By R. Grant, Esq. 3s. 6d. 

A Key to the Italian I.anguage and 
Conversation. By J. Marcone. 18i&o. 
2s. 6d. 

Poole’s Essay on Education. 12mo. 
*7s. 6d. 

A Gaelic Dictionary, in Twp Parts : 
1st, Gaelic and Englisfer; En^ish and 
Gat^ic. By R. A, Armstrong, A^M. 4to. 
L.3, 13s. 6(1. 

Elements of Stenography, and Essay 
on the Principles of that ingenious and 
valuable Art. By .T. Bennett, ahthor of 

Short-hand Explained,” and Short- 
hand Exercises.” 1 2mo. 2s. • 

The Complete Gov(?rness ; a System of 
Female Education, equally adapted for 
Public Establishments and Private Fami- 
lies, on a Plan entirely new. lOs, 6d. 

JNIaiit’s Rhymes for Ellen, 18mo. 
2s. 6d. 

FTNI! ARTS. 

A Panoramic V^iew of Liverpool, on two 
sheets drawing colombier. li.l, lls. 6d. 

The Progress^pf Cant, drawirand etch- 
ed b.y the author of 0(lcs and Addresses 
to Great People.” Large sheet, 7s. 6d. . 

Part 1. of an original series of Designs, 
entitled The Union Sliakspeare in- 
tended to illustrate the Plays of the im- 
mortal Bard, by the united talents of the 
most eminent Painters and Engravers. 

Half-a-dosen Hints on Pietdresque Do- 
mestic Architecture, in a series of De- 
signs for Gate-lodges, Gamekeepers’ Cot- 
tages, and other rural Residences. Ry T. 
F. Hunt. 4to. 15s.; or L.l, Is. India 
proofs. 

Elgin*^CathedralI— Just published, and, 
by permission, dedicated to his Grace the 
Duke of Gordon, Five large Views of this 
magnificent Ruin, with a Ground Plan, 
and Historical Acebunt of the Rise, Pro- 
gress, and Fall of this venerable Pile. 
Price L.2, 12s. oit, A few early iiApres- 
sions, taken on the finest Inula paper, 
L.4, 4s. 

Part I. of London and its Vicinity, to 
the extent of about twenty miles, in a 
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Series of Plates ; to be engraved by George 
tJooke, from entirely new Drawings, m 
which Artists of the highest talent have 
kindly offered tjieir aid* 

No. W. of the Rivers of England, con.* 
taining the following beautiful subjects : 
Mouth of the river Humber—Warkworth 
Castle — and Kirkstall Abbey* Royal 4to. 
1(/S. ; proofs, imperial 4to. Us. ; Indi^ 
paper, proofs, 16s. 

Phrenological Illustrations ; or an Art- 
ist’s View of the Craijiological System of 
Drs Gall and Spurzheim. By Gdbrge 
Cruiksb&nk. 8si, plain ; 12s. coloured ; 
or largyiaper, India proofs, 15s. ^ 

« No. V. of Select Views in Greece, en- 
graved, in the best line manner, from 
Drawings by W. Williams. 12s. — L.l, 1 s. 
—and L.l, 11s. 6d. 

No. II. of engraved Specimehs of the 
Ardiiitectural Antiquities of Normandy. 
By J. and II. Lc iteux. 4to. L.l, 11s. 6d. 
and L.2, I2s. 6d. 

A Portrait of the Marchioness of Lon- 
donderry, from a painting of Sir Thomas 
Lawrence. 

Views in Russia, Poland, Germany, 
and Sweden, prepared in colours, made 
in the years 1H13 and 1814. By the Rev. 
T. James. No. 1. 15s. folio. 

Scenery, Costume, and Architecture, 
chiefly on*the western side of India.. By 
Captain Robert Melville Grindlay. .4to. 
L.2, 2s. 

No. I. of the Ports of England, con- 
taining Whitby and Scarborough. En- 
graved by Lupton, from Drawings by W. 
W. Turner, U.A. • * 

Views in London and its Environs. 
Engraved by C. Heath, from Drawings 
by Dewint, Wcstall, and Mackenzie.* 
No. IV. 8vo. 9s.— 4to. 14s. 

Specimens of Ancient Decorations from 
Pompeii. By J. Goldicutt. Svo. Ij.2, 8s. 

Essay on Painting. By Hugh Frazer. 
Svo. ’ * * 

Beauties of Claude Lorraine. 4to, co- 
lombier, L.l, IGs. 

Gems of Art. Vol. I. 4to. L.G, 6s. 
Hunt 8 Hints on Architecture. 4to. 15s. 
Disquisitions upon the painted Greek 
Vasej?, and their probabib connection with 
the ^Jhows of the FReusinian Mysteries. 
By J. Christie. 4to. L. 2 , 2s. 
l1ie Portable Diorama ; consisting of 


romantic, gralid, and picturesque Sceijie- 
ry, with the n^essary appavatus for pro- 
ducing the various eitects of sunrise, sun- 
set, moonlight, the appearance and disap^ 
pearance of clouds, the rainbow, 
the principle of the Diorama in Regent's 
Park ; accompanied with an entirely new 
Work, illustrated with plates, entitled, 
The Amateur’s Assistant, or a series of 
Instructions in Sketching from Nature.*' 
By J. Clark. 

• ghogjiaphy. 

Atlas of Modern Geography ; consist- 
ing of twenty-two coloured Maps, from 
a new set of Plates corrected to 1826, with 
a complete Index of all the Names. 12s. 
half- bound. 

Atlas of Ancient Geography ; consist- 
ing of twenty-one coloured Maps, with a 
complete accentuated Index. 12s. half- 
bound. 

Index, containing the Names and Geo- 
graphical Positions of all Places in the 
Maps of India. 12ino. lOs. 

Progressive Geography for Children. 
By the author of “ Stories from the His- 
tory of England.” Parti, 12mo. 

Outlines pf Modern Geography. By 
the Rev. Wm. Andrew. 2s. 6d. bound. 

T^c Edinburgh School Atlas. Hs. 
plain; IBs. coloured. With a Memoir of 
Geography, consulting Index, &c. 

Nos. I. to XVI. of the Edinburgh Geo- 
graphical and llistprical Atlas. 2s. 6d. 
u&ch. 

Outlines of Ancient and Modern Geo- 
graphy. 121110 . 3s. (id. bound. 

HISTORY. 

Ireland in Past Times ; an Historical 
Retrospect, Ecclesiastical and (hvil, with 
illustrative Notes. 2 vols. Hvo. L.l, 48. 

A Cienealogical Chart, upon a new prin- 
ciple, adapted equally to all Modern His- 
tory for the last eight centuries, and con- 
tinued to 1826. On a large sheet, 14s. 
or in rollers. 

The True History of the State Prison- 
er, commonly called The Iron Mask 
extracted from doeuoicnts in the French 
archives. By the Hon. (L Agar Ellis* 
Svo. 10s. 6d. 

Catrou’s History of the Mogul Dynas- 
ty. 8vo, I2s. 
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The Scots Compendium, of Pocket Peer- 
age of Scotland. 2vols. 18ino. L.l, Is. 

History of the Commonwealth of feg- 
land. By William Godwin. Vol. If. 
870 . 16s. 

Historical Researches on the Wars and 
Sports of the Mongols and "Romans. By 
.Tohn Ranking. 4to. L.3, 3s. 

Genealogy of the Ancient Peerage of 
Great Britain. 4to. L.3, 3s. — royal 4to. 
E..5, 5s, 

An Abridgment of the History of Eng- 
land, from tlie Invasion of Caesar to the 
Death of George II. By Ur Goldsmith, 
l^mo. 4s. 

The Chronology of the Eighteenth and 
Nineteenth Centuries, including every 
important Transaction from the year 1 700 
to the close of the year 1825. By Henry 
Boyle. 8vo. 15s. 

Arms of aU Ireland, iScc. Svo. 15s. 

The History of the IiKjuisition of Spain. 
Abridged and translated from the origi- 
nal Works of 1). Jean Antoine Llorente. 
1 vol. 15s. 

A History of the Abbey of Glaston, 
and of the Town of Glastonbury. By the 
Rev. Richard Warner, Hector of Great 
Chalficld, Wilts, &c. ^kc. In royal 4to. 
Price L.8, 8s. boards. 

The History of the Reign of Henr^j^^fhe 
Eighth ; comprising the Political History 
of the commencement of the English Re- 
formation ; being the First Part of the 
Modern History of England. By Sha- 
ron Turner, F.A.S. K A-I^. 4to. L.2, 8s. 

Vol. I. of Bay It's Historical and Cri- 
tical Dictionary abridged ; with a Life of 
Bayle. 

A History of the Mahrattas. By James 
Grant Duft*. 3 vols. L.2, 12s. 6d. 

The History of the Crusades against 
the Alhigenses in the thirteenth century. 
Translated from the Frencli of .1. C. L. 
Simonde de Sismondi Svo. 9s. 

The History of Epsom, compiled from 
the best authorities. 8vo. 3s. (id. , 

A History of the United States of Ame- 
rica, from their first settlement as Colo- 
nies, to the close of the War with Great 
Britain in 1815. 8vo. 12s. 

Sir Jonah Barrington's Historic Anec- 
dotes of Ireland during his own Time, 
with Secret Memoirs of th^ Union. Parts 
VII. and VIII. Price 11s. 6d. each. Em- 


bellished with portraits of Arthur O'Con- 
nor and Lord Castlereagh. 

Lingard's History of E^ngland, vol. IV . 
4to. L.l, 15s. Svo. vols. IX. and X. 
L.1, 4s. 

A Second Volume of Godwin's History 
of the Commonwealth. Svo. 

A History of the French Revolu£i()n. 
From the French of F. A. Mignet. 2 vols. 
Svo. L.l, 5s. 

The IIi.story and Antiquilfiesof Ecton, 
in tjie county of Northampton. By J. 
Cole. Svo. Is. ,, 

The Coventry Pageants and Mysteries. 
By T. Sharp. 4to, L.3, 3s, : larg<^ paper, 

L. fi, 6s. 

A Hi.story of the Roman Emperors, 
from the Accession of Augustus, to the 
Fall of tjie last Constantine. By C. El- 
ton, Esq. 12mo. 7s. (id. 

Greece in 1825; being the Journals of 
James Emerson, Esq., Count Pccchio, 
and W. H. Humphreys, Esq. 2 vols. 
post Bvo. IBs, 

The History of the Beformation of the 
Church of England, during the reign of 
Henry the Eighth. By Henry Soames, 

M. A. 2 vols. Svo. L.l, 10s. 

English Stories, third series ; illustra- 
ting the progress of the Beformation un- 
der the Tudor Princes. By JMaria Hack. 
12nH). 7s. • 

Pf,rt I. (containing 10 plates,) of a 
Chronological Series of Ancient Baptism- 
al Fonts. P'ngraved by R. Roberts, from 
Drawings by Mr Francis Simpson, jun. 
oT Stamford, Lincolnshire, with letter- 
press des\;rit>tions. Imperial Svo. 10s. ; 
or proofs, demy 4to. 1 6s, 

I Rjvington’s Annual Register for 1824. 
Svo. 18s. 

LAW. 

The Cabinet Lawyer, or Popular Di- 
gest of the Laws of England ; with a Dic- 
tionary of Law Terms, Maxims, Acts of 
Parliament. 7s. 6d. 

A Compendium of the Laws, passed 
since the year 1660, for regulating the 
Import, Export, and Consumption of 
Foreign Corn ; and a Series of Accounts, 
showing the of the several Statutes, 

and the Average Prices of Coin, from 1 670 
to the present time. Forming a complete 
View of the Corn Trade of Great Bri- 
tain. Is. 
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A Treatise on Jury Law By Henry 

Cary> Esq. 

Tlie Third Votame of Reports of Cases 
upon Appeal and Writs of Error, heard 
in the llousc of Lords. By Richard 
Bligh^ Esq. Hvo. 8s. 

Erskine's Principles of the Law of Scot- 
laiij^.* New Edition, with Corrections, 
Notes, and an Appendix. By John S.* 
More, Esq. A^lvocate. 8vo. Kis. 

Decisions ot the Court of Session, from 
12th May to 12th July 1H2(). Collected 
by appoi!^tment of the Faculty of Advo- 
cates. Royal 8vo?* 12s. 

Decisi»4ns of the First and Second Di- 
visions of the Court of Session, from No- 
vember 1823 to November 1824^. Col- 
lected by .1. Wilson, R. Rollo, F. Somer- 
ville, J. Tiiwse, and J. Craigie, Inquires, 

. Advocates, by {y)pointment of the Facul- 
ty ot* Advocates. ^ 

Commentaries on the Law of Scotland, 
and on the Principles of Mercantile Ju- 
risprudence. liy George Joseph Bell, Flsq. 
Advocate, Proh'ssor of the I.aw of Scot- 
land in the University of Edinburgh. 
2 vols. 4<U). L,(i, ()S. Publishing in Parts. 
Vol. I. Part I. published, L.l, 11s. (id. 

• Cases decided in the House of Lords, 
on Ajqical from the Courts of Scotland, 
Part III. from 22d to 26th May 1826. 
Reported Uy .lain cs Wilson of Lincohi's 
Inn, and Patrick Shaw, Esquires, Advo- 
cartes. Royal Hvo. 12s. 

Cases decided in the Court of Session, 
from June 30, to July II, lH2(i. Report-^ 
cd by Patrick Shaw and Alexander Dun-" 
lop, jun. Esquires, Ailvocates.** 4L 6d. 

Jon^?s’ Attorneys' and Solicitors' Pocket 
Book. 2 vols. 12mo. 18s. 

A complete Collection of Stale Trials, 
and Proccedinjis for High Treason, and 
other Crimes and Misdemeanors, from 
the Earliest Period to 1783. Compiled 
by B. Howell, Ks(i. F.R.S. and conti- 
nued to 1820, by J. H. Howell, Esq. 
Vol. 33. Hvo- L.l, 11s. 6d- 

Decisions of tlie Court of Se.ssion, from 
12th November 1 82.5 to^ 1th March 1826. 

I Collected by F. Somerville, J. Tawse, J. 
Craigie, and Adam Urqpjiart, Esquires, 
Advocates, by*appointmentof the Faculty 
of Advocjtes. Royal 8vo. IHs. 

Cases decided in the llousc of liOrds, 
on Appeal from the (^ourts of Scotland, 


Part 11. from Jth to 22d May 1826. Re- 
ported by James Wilson of Lincoln's Inn, 
and Patrick Shaw, Esquires, Advocates, 
8s. 6d. 

Cases decided in the Court of Session, 
Vol. IV. Part AJI. from 12th May to 13th 
June 1826. Reported by Patrick Shaw 
and Alexander Dunlop, jun. Esquires, 
Advocates. As. 

Observations on the actual State of the 
Englidi Laws of Real Property, with the 
Outlines of a Code. By James Humph- 
reyk, Esq. of Lincoln's Inn. 

An Exposition of the Auction Laws, 
By A. Low and W. W renford, Revenue 
Clerks, Liverpool. Hvo* 7s. (id. 

Supplement to Morrison's Dictionary 
of Decisions. By M. P. Brown, Esq. 
.5 vols. Ito. L.l 1, 1 7s. 

Decisions of the Lords of Council and 
Session, from 1766 to 1791 ; collects by 
Sir David Dalrymple, liOrd Hailes. Se- 
lected from the original MSS. by IM. P. 
Brown, Esq, Advocate. 2 vols. 4to, 
L 3, 13s. (ill. 

Roberts on Wills. 2 vols. royal Hvo. 
L.2, 2s. 

Hook's Chart of Proceedings in the 
Courts of King's Rench and Common 
Pleas. As. 

yifcmcery Commission: — Fopy of the 
Report mndc to his Mujesty by the Com- 
missioners a]>pointed to imjuire into the 
Practice of Chancery. Hvo. As. 

^Cases decided in the House of Lords, 
on Appeal from the (kiurts of Scotland, 
from llth Ft'bniary to 2Aili April 1826. 
Reported by .lames Wilson of Idncoln's 
Inn and Patrick Shaw, Esquires, Advo- 
cates. ,5 s. 

Decisions of the First and Second Di- 
visions of the (Jourt of Session, from No- 
vember 1822 to November 1823. Col- 
lected by J. Wilson, R. Rollo, F, Somer- 
ville, and J. Tawse, Esquires, Advocates. 
Folio, L.l, As. 

Historical Notices of the Iloirian Law, 
andlof the Recent IVogress of its Study 
iji (rermany. By John Reddie, Jur. Utr, 
Dotft. (yottingen. Hvo. As. 

A Treatise on the Tiaw of Libel and 
Slander, as applied in Scotland in Crimi- 
nal Prosecutions, and in Actions of Da- 
mages ; willi an Appendix, containing 
Reports of several Cases respecting Defa- 
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luation, which have not kiitherto been 
publishciL By John Borthwick, Esq. Ad- 
vocate. 8 VO. 14fS. •“ 

A Practical Treatise on the Forms of* 
Process : containing the New Regulations 
before the Court of Session, Inner- House, 
Outer-House, and Bill- Chamber, the 
Court of Teinds, and the Jury Court. 
With a Historical Introduction, — a de- 
tailed account of the Public Registers and 
Public Offices, — and a copious Appendix 
of Original Documents, Statutes, Acts of 
Sederunt, &c. By Thomas BeveridJ^e, 
lower Assistant- Clerk in the First Divi- 
sion of the Court of Session. 2 vols. 8vo. 
L.l, 5s. 

Some important Questions in Scots En- 
tail Law briefly considered. By the late 
John Vans Agnew, Esq. of Sheuchan. 
8vo. 

A Dictionary of the Law of Scotland. 
By Robert Bell, Esq. Advocate. Third 
Edition, revised and greatly enlarged, by 
William Bell, Esq. Advocate. In two 
large volumes, 8vo. L.l, JOs. 

A Collection of the most Interesting 
Trials, prior to the Revolution ofl6H8, 
revised and Illustrated. By S. M. Phillips, 
Esq. 2 vols. 8vo, L.l, 8s,. 

An Essay on Uses and Trusts, &c. 
By F. W. Sanders, Esq. 2 vols. •x?.vo. 
L.l, 10s. 

Lord Stair s Institutions of the Law 
of Scotland. The Fourth Edition, with 
(Commentaries, and a Supplement. By 
(reorge Brodie, Esq. Advocate. Part 1. 
L.l, 11s. Gd. 

An Outline of the Alterations in the 
J'orms of Process in the Courts of Law 
in Scotland, and in the House of Lords. 
By a Member of the Faculty of Advo- 
cates. 8vo. Is. 

A Treatise on the Law of Scotland re- 
specting Succession, as depending on Deeds 
of Settlement. In two parts : 1st, Heri- 
table Succession ; 2d, Moveable Succes- 
sion. With an Appendix, &c. By James 
Watson, Esq. Advocate. 8vo. 12s. ’ 

Terms of ^oceedings before the Sheriff 
Courts in Scotland ; also before the She- 
riffs as Commissaries within their respec- 
tive jurisdiction, and before the Burgh, 
Dean of Guild, Justice of Peace, and 
Baron Bailie Courts. By« T. Buchanan 
Drummond, writer, Edinburgh. 8vo. 
16s. 6d. 


Cases decided in the Court of Session, 
from 1 2th November to 30th November 
1825. Reported by Patrick Shaw, and 
Alexander Dunlop, jun.* Esquires, Advo- 
cates. VoLIV. Part II, ' ^ 

Consideiations on the Inex^diency of 
the Law of Entail in Scotland. By Pa- 
trick Irvine, Esq. W.S. 8vo. 48. '6d. 

* Reports of Cases decided in the House 
of Lords, upon Appeal from Scotland, 
from the commencement ot the reign of 
Geprge II. Vol. I.'Part 1. By J. Craigie 
and J. S. Stewart, Esquires, Advocates. 

Statutes at Large. V'ol. 4to. L.2. 

E^pinasse on the Bankrupt* Law.-^- 
Royal Hvo. 12s. 

Gregg on the Bankrupt Act. 8vo. Cs. 

litigh and Dalzell on Conversion of 
Property. Royal 8vo. L.l, 12s. 

Freeman's Common Law. Royal 8vo. . 
L.l, 6s. - ‘ 

Petersdorff s Abridgment of Common 
Law Reports. Royal 8vo. Vol. IIL 

L. l, 11s. 6d. 

MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 

, Delineations of the Cutaneous Diseases, 
comprised in the Classification of the late 
Dr Willan, By the late Thomas Bate- • 
man, M.D. F.L.S. 4to. With upwards of 
seventy coloured plates. L.12, 12s. bds. 

Materia Indica ; or some ‘Account of 
those Articles which arc employed by the 
Hindoos, and other Eastern Nations, in 
their Medicine, Arts, &c. Together with 
Lists of Scientific Books, in various Orien- 
tal Languages, &c. &c. By Whitelaw 
AinslaW, M.D. M.R.S.A. late of the Me- 
dical Staff of Southern India. 2 vols. 8vo. 

A Treatise on Desk Diseases, attend- 
ant upon Persons engaged in Studies, or 
Sedentary Eroploymenfe. By W. M. Wal- 
lace, M.R.C.S. 

The Anatomy and Surgical Treatment 
of Hernia. By Sir Astley Cooper. Se- 
cond 'iSdition. By C. Aston Key, Surgeon 
to Guy's Hospital, Lecturer on Surgery, 
&c. 1vol. folio. 

A Treatise on Diet. By J. A* Paris, 

M. D. 

The Morbidr Anatomy of the fluman 
Brain; being illustrations" of the most 
frequent and important Organic Diseases 
to which that Viscus is subject. By Ro- 
bert Hooper, IM.D. In imperial 4to. with 
15 coloured Engravings. L.2, 12s. 6d. 
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jThe Edinburgh Journal of Medical 
Science. Nos. I. 11. and III. 6s. each. 

Practical Observations in Surgery^ more 
particularly as regards the Naval and Mi- 
litary Service. By A. C. Hutchinson. 

No. II. of the North American and 
Siirgical Journal. 9s. 

A'Case of Melanosis, with general ob- 
sei^vations on the Pathology of that Dis^ 
ease. By Thomas Farringdon. 1 vol. 
7s. 6d. ^ 

An Essay on the Convulsions of Infants. 
8vo. 7|. • 

Plain Advice ifck Deaf Persons. By J. 
Wright^ os. • 

’ AnTExposition of the State of the Me- 
dical Profession in the British dominions, 
and of the injurious Effects of the Mono- 
poly, by Usurpation, of the Hoyal College 
of Physicians in liondon. Hvo.* Os. 

The^Second*V’'oluine of an Elementary 
System of Physiology. By John Bostock, 
M.D. G.S. t*kc. 16s. 

Observations on the Efficacy of White 
Mustard Seed in Affections of the Liver, 
Internal Organs, and Nervous System ; 
and on the geiierkl management of Health 
and Life. By Charles Turner Cooke. 

Thoughts on Medical Education, &c. 
Addressed to the Council of the Univer- 
sity of London. 8vo. 2s. 

•A NewSuppleir^ent tQ the Pharmaco- 
)Keias of London, Edinburgh, Dublin, 
and Paris. By J. Rennie, A.M. 

The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical 
Journal. No. LXXXVII. 6s. 

An Essay on the Application of LunSr 
Caustic in the Cure of certain* Wounds 
and yicers. By J. Higginbottom. I vol. 
8vo. 6s. dd. , 

Numerous Cases, illustrative of the ef- 
ficacy of Hydrocyanic or Prussic Acid in 
Affections of the Stomach, &c. By J. 
Elliotson, M.D. 1 vol. 8vo. 6s, 6d. 

Practical Observations on Distortions 
of the Spine, Chest, and Limbs.* Sj W. 
T. Ward, F.L.S. 8vo. 7s. 

Observations on Gout, Critical and Pa- 
thological, with remarks on the use of 
Colchicum, and on Diet. By A. Rennie. 

A Practical Treatise the Means of 
obviAing and treating the varieties of 
Costiveness at different periods of Life, 
and in Cases of predisposition to various 
Constitutional Maladies, and of Disorders 
of the Lungs, Stomach, Liver, Rectum, 
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&c. by Mediiine, Diet, &c. By Ricbiurd 
Reece, M.D. 8vo. 9s. ' 

Spur zheim on the Anatomy of the Brain* 
8vo. 14s. 

An Inquiry concerning the disturbed 
state of the Vital Functions, usually de- 
nominated Cdnstitutioiial Irritation. By 
Benjamin Travers, F.R.S. &c. 8vo. 14s. 

The Surgeon-Dentist's Manual. 12mo. 
5s. 6d. 

A Catechism of Anatomy, for the In- 
struction of Youth. 9d. 

•An Account of the Morbid Appear- 
ances, exhibited on dissection, in various 
Disorders of the Brain. By Thomas Mills, 
M.D. 8vo. 6s. 

Observations on M. Lacinec's Method 
of forming a Diagnosis of the Diseases of 
the Chest, by means of the Stathoscopc, 
and of Percussion. By Charles Scuda- 
more, M.D. 8vo, 8s. 

A Review of the different Modern Ope- 
rations performed on the Eyes. By Wil- 
liam Cleoburey. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

A Practical Treatise on the Arterial 
System. By T. Turner. Hvo. 8s. 

The Anatomy of the Foetal Brain, with 
a comparative exposition of its structure 
in Animals,^ By F. Tiedeinanil Trans- 
lated from the French of A. J. L. Jour- 
dg|>* by W. Bennett, M.l), To nhich 
ire added, some late Observations, on the 
influence of the Sanguineous System over 
the developenient of the Nervous System 

general. Hvo. 12s. 

* Researches into the Nature and Treat- 
ment of Dropsy in the Brain, (Sliest, Ab- 
domen, Ovarium, and Skin. By J. Ayre, 
M.D. Hvo. 8s. 

Part I. of a Series of Myographical 
Plates, on a peculiar construction, con- 
taining the Muscles of the anterior and 
posterior parts of the Thigh, Leg, and 
Foot. By E. W. Tusou. Folio. 12s. 
plain ; 1 Hs. coloured. 

Sketches of the most prevalent Dis- 
eases of India ; comprising a Treatise on 
tl)c Epidemic Cholera of the East, &c. 
8vo. 18s, 

•Original Experiments and Practical Ob- 
servations on Hydnonhobia and Canine 
Madness. By R. Wnite, Esq. Surgeon, 
Brighton. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

A Letter ^to Sir Astley Cooper, Bart. 
F.R.S. Surgeon to the King, &c. &c. on 
certain Proceedings coniiectetl with iho 
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Establishment of an Anatomical and Sur- 
gical School* at Guy*s Hospital. By J. 
H. Green. F.R.S. 3s. * 

Johnson's Further Observations on the 
Leech. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Medical Essays. By Marshall Hall, 
M.D. 8vo. 4s. 

Middleton on Consumption. 8vo. 4s. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Laconics, or the Best Words of the 
Best Authors. Part III. With portraits 
of Addison, Pope, Johnson, Franklin, and 
Goldsmith. 18mo. 2s. 6d. 

The Domestic Account-Book ; design- 
ed, upon a new and simple plan, for en- 
tering the various Items of daily Expen- 
diture under their respective heads. Fools- 
cap folio. 9s. 

Varieties of Literature , being selec- 
tions from the Portfolio of the late .John 
Brady, Esq. the author of the Clavis 
Calendaria.*' Post 8vo. 8s. 

No. I. of the Weekly Journal of Science 
and the Arts. 6s. 

The Beauties of Sheridan ; consisting 
of selections from his Poems, Dramas, 
and Speeches. By A, Howard, In 1 vol. 
royal 32ino. 2s. 6d. 

Statements respecting the Profits of 
Mining in England, considered in ^uVi- 
tion to the prospects of Mining in Mexi- 
co. In a Letter to Thomas Fowell 
Buxton, Esq. M.P. By J. Taylor. 8vo. 
2s. 6d. f 

The Influence of Interest and Preju- 
dice upon Proceedings in Parliament sta- 
ted, and illustrated by what has been 
done in matters relative to Education, 
Religion, the Poor, the Corn Laws, Joint 
Stock Companies, the Bank of England, 
Banking Companies, and Taxes. 8vo. 7s. 

A Practical I'reatise on Life Assurance, 
in which the Statutes and judicial Deci- 
sions aftecting unincorporated Joint Stock 
Companies, iic. &c. are fully considered 
and explained. By F. Blayney, author 
of A Treatise on Life Annuities." ^ 

A Treatise on the Effects and Proper- 
ties of Cold, with a Sketch, Historical and 
Medical, of the Russian Campaign. By 
Alancheam Beaufor, M.D. Regimental 
Surgeon in the Frt nch Service. Trans- 
lated by John Glendiiming, .A.M.; with 
an Appendix, by the Translator. 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 


Lumsden and Son's Glasgow Meitto- 
randum Book. 4s. •* 

Literary Gems. In tw^ Parts. 1 vol. 
post 8vo. With vignette title-pjge. 

The Edinburgh Almanack, and Uni- 
versal Scots Register for 1826. ds. * 

Janus, or the Edinburgh Literary Al- 
manack for 1826. 128. ' ,, 

• The Primitives of the Greek Language. 
12mo. is. 6d. 

A Gratulatory Address to his Alma 
MaV^r. By a Student of Medicine. With 
Notes, explanatory and illustrative ; and 
apposite Extracts and <^Anecdotcs, histo- 
ricah moral, and entertaining. «Embel- 
lished with elegant Views of many of the 
most splendid Public Buildings in Edin- 
burgh, forming an accurate Topographi- 
cal Picture of the Scottish Metropolis., 
Edinburgh, 1826. 

The Edinburgh Spy. By the author 
of “ The Northern Looking-Glass.” 4to. 
No. I. Is. 6d. 

Mary, Queen of Scots; her Persecu- 
tions, Sufferings, and Trials, &c. Fools- 
cap 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 

Remarks on the Exclusion of Officers 
of his Majesty's Service from the Staff of 
the Indian Army, and on the present 
state of the European Soldier in India, 
whether as regards his Services, Health, 
or Moral Character ; ,with a ‘few of the 
most eligible Means of Modifying the 
one, and Improving the other, advocated 
and considered. By a King's Officer. 8vo. 
sewed. 

Essay on the Theory of the Earth. By 
Baron G. Cuvier, Perpetual Secretary of 
the French Institute, Professor and, Ad- 
ministrator of the Museum of Natural 
History, &c. &c. With Geological Illus- 
trations, by Professor Jameson. P’ifth 
Edition. Translated from the last French 
edition, with numerous Additions by the 
Author and Translator. In 1 large vol. 
8 VO. mth eleven Plates. 14s. 

The Subaltern. Originally published 
in Blackwood's Magazine. , Second Edi- 
tion. Dedicated to the Duke of Welling- 
ton. 12mo. 7s. 

Remarks on the Trial of David Xan- 
dale, Esq. for kiliiiig Mr Morgan in a 
duel. By George Buchan, Esq. of Killoe. 
8vo. 9d, 

Edinburgh Review, Nos. LXXXVl. 
LXXXVII. and LXXXVIll. Gs. each. 
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' Select Wews in Greece, No. VI. ByW. 

Williams. 8vo. 19s. 6d. ; Proofs, 4.to. 
L.1, Is. 

A Letter fVoto Goorge Combe to Fran- 
cis Jeffiey, Esq. in answer to his Stric- 
tqres on Phrenology, in the 88th Num- 
ber of the Edinburgh Review. 8vo. 1 s. 6d. 

The Gardener’s Magazine, and Regis- 
ter of Rural and Domestic Improvement, 
No. I. Conducted by J. C. Loudon, 
F.L.S. 8vf. 9s. 3d. 

A Letter to the f lectors of Bridge* 
north upon the Corn Laws. By W W. 
Whitnibre, 8vo. 

Cheap Corn best for Farmers, proved 
in a Letter to G. H. Sumner, Esq. *2s. 

Rejected Articles. One vol. post 8vo. 
lOs. 6d. 

The ‘Claims of Ossian Examined and 
Appreciated. By the Rev. E*. Davies, 
F.R.S.L. &c.* Royal 8vo, 10s. 6’d. 

No. X. of the Edinburgh Journal of 
Science, exhibiting a View of the Progress 
of Discovery in Natural Philosophy, Che- 
mistry, Mineralogy, &c. &c. Edited by 
David Brewster, LL.D, &c- 7s. Od. 

An Essay on the War- Galleys of the 
Ancients. By John Howell. 

Historical and Descriptive Account of 
the Palace and Cha))t‘l- Royal of Holyrood- 
housc ; with eight Plates, drawn and en- 
graved by»J. J^nd J. Johnstone. 8vo. 6s. 
With proofs, 4to. * I2s. * 

An Account of the State of Agriculture 
and Grazing in New South Wales. By 
James Atkinson, Esq. 14s. 

Old English and Hebrew Proverbs. 
By J. H. Carpenter. Is. 6d. 

The Credulity of our Forefathers, con- 
sisting of extracts from Brady’s Clavis 
Calendaria.” 12mo. Is. 6d. • 

The Common Place Book of Anecdotes. 
94mo. 4s. boards. 

A New System of Shoeing Horses. By 
Joseph Goodwin, Esq. late Veterinary 
Surgeon to his Majesty, Second i^dition. 
8 VO. 12s. 

The Prophetess. 3 vols. 12mo. L.l, 4s. 

Scenes and Sketches of a Soldier’s Life 
in Ireland. 12mo. ^s. 

Manual of Chemistry. By Andrew 
Fyfs^ M.D, F.R.S.E. 12mo. 7s. 

Elinor Montague, or the Power of Re- 
ligion. 18mo. 3s. 6d. 

The Farmer, Grazier, and Corn-3\Ier- 
chant’s Pocket Companion, containing 


Tables for iJccrtaining by measurement 
the weight of live cattle, &c. &c., by^ 
Al^ander Stewart. 19mo. 9s. 

The Plain Speaker ; or Opinions on 
Books, Men, and Things. 9 vols. 8vo. 
L.l, 4s. 

The Mourner comforted on the loss of 
a Child. By the Rev. Luke Booker, 
LL.D. 18mo. 9s. 

A Letter to Thomas Moore, Esq. on 
the Subject of Sheridan’s School for 
Scandal.” By the Author of An Essay 
op Light Reading,” clcc. 8vo. Is. 6d. 

Reflections on the Causes of the Rise 
and Fall of the Roman Empire. Trans- 
lated from the French of M. de Sccondat, 
Baron de Montesquieu. 19mo. 4s. 

The History, Design, and Present 
State, of the Religious, Benevolent, and 
Charitable Institutions founded by the 
British in Calcutta. By Charles Lush- 
ington. Esq. 8vo, 14s. 

A Tabular Synopsis of the whole Pro- 
cedure in a Sequestration under the 
Bankrupt Statute. 3s. 

A Pronouncing Vocabulary, with Les- 
sons in Prose and Verse, and a few 
Grammatical Exercises. By George Ful- 
ton. 2s. bound. 

Elements^ of Moral Philosophy, and of 
Christian Ethics. By Daniel Dewar, 
Minister of the Trou Church, 
Glasgow, and late Professor of Moral 
Philosophy in King’s College, Aberdeen. 
2 vols. 8 vo. L.l, 4s. 

•• My Early Days. IHino. I2s. 

The New French Manual and Travel- 
ler’s Companion. By Ciabriel Surenne. 
4s. half bound. 

The Scots Compendium, or Pocket 
Peerage of Scotland, with Engravings. 
2 vols. 18mo. L.l, Is. 

T.etters to an Anti-Pluralist. 8vo. 9s. 

Critical Examination of Dr McCul- 
loch’s Work on the Highlands. Second 
edition, with an Appendix. 8vo. 8s. Cd. 

No. IX. of the Edinburgh Journal of 
Science, exhibiting a View of the Pro- 
gress of Discovery in Natural Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Mineralogy, Sic, &c. ; with 
ohe 4to and two 8to plates. Edited by 
David Brewster, LL.D. &c. 7s. 6d. 

The Third Volume of the Christian 
and Civic Economy of Large Towns. 
By Thomas Chalmers, D.D. 8vo. J)s, 
bus. This Volume concludes the Work. 
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The Odd Volume. Post sjjo. 10s. Cd. 

F aides et Contes ChoisiesJ par M. De 
Fivas. 12ino. 2s. 6d. 

il^tter to Lord John Russell, upon his 
notice of a Motion for a Reform in Par- 
liament. 3s. 6d. 

Essays, Moral, Religious and Practi- 
cal. By Samuel Iloplunson. 4s. 

Antistes Religionis. Observations up- 
on certain Statements made before the 
House of Parliament, in the late Sessions, 
afiecting the Right of the Clergy to oppose, 
and the Duty of the King under the Cg- 
ronation Oatn to refuse, the Admission of 
the Papists to further Political Power. 
By the Rev. George Stonestreet Griffin 
Stonestreet, LL.B. 8vo. 6s. 

Appendix to Mr Butler's Vindication 
of the “ Book of the Roman Cadiohc 
Church,” in reply to Dr Southey's Pre- 
face to his “ Vindiciai Ecclesitc Angli- 
cante.” Is. 

The Transactions of the Medical and 
Physical Society of Calcutta. Vol. 1. 8vo. 
15s. 

Weeds and Flowers, or Stray Leaves, 
from a Journal in Verse. Foolsc. 8vo. 4s. 

Lion Hunting ; or, a Summer’s Ram- 
ble through parts of Flanders, Germany, 
and Switzerland, in 1825, with some Re- 
marks on Men, Manners, and Things, 
at Home and Abroad. 12mo. 6s. bdr. 

A Mission to the East Coast of Suma- 
tra in 1823, under the Direction of the 
Government of the Prince of Wales' Is- 
land. By John Anderson, Esq. latj 
Agent to the Government, ^-c. 8vo. 
Plates and Maps, l6s. 

The Husbandmen’s Calling, showing 
the Excellencies, Temptations, Graces, 
and Duties of the Christian Husbandman. 
By Richard Steele, A.M. Fifth edition. 
With an Account of the Author. By the 
Rev. John Brown, Whitburn. 12mo. 
3s. 6d. 

The Cook and Housewife's Manual. 
By Mrs Margaret Dods, of the Cleikum 
Inn, St Ronan’s. 12mo. 7s. 

The Christian Pastor’s Manual, a Se- 
lection of Tracts, on the Duties, Difficul- 
ties, and Encouragements of the Chris- 
tian Ministry. Edited by John Brown, 
Minister of the Gospel, Edinburgh. 
12mo. 7s. 

The Edinburgh Philosophic^ Journal. 
Ko. XXVIII. 7s. Gd. 


A Treatise on Clock and ivatchma- 
king. Theoretical and Practical. By 
Thomas Reid, Edinburgh, Royal 8vo. ; 
with twenty Copperplates: L.l, 11s. 6d. 
The Omen. 48. 6d. 

A Compendium of Mechanics, or Tejtt- 
Book for Engineers, Mill-Wrights, Ma- 
chine-Makers, Founders, Smiths, &c. ; 
containing Practical Rules and Tables 
connected with the Steam-Engine, Water'- 
Wheel, Force-Pump, and Mechanics in 
general ; also. Examples for each Rule, 
calculated in Common Decimal Arith- 
metic, with Plates. By Ilobert Btmnton. 
Third Edition, improved and enlarged. 
The Punster's Pocket Book. Vvo. 98^ 
Junius proved to be Burke ; with an 
Outline of his Biography. 8vo. 5s. 

Traditions and Recollections. -By the 
Rev. R. Polwhele. 2 vols. 8vo. L.l, 58. 

Bellamy's new Translaticm of the Bible. 
Part IV. 4to. 14s. 

The Cambrian Excursion. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Is this Religion ? By the Author of 
May you like it.” 7s. 

The Letters of Daniel Ilardcastle, on 
the Affairs and Conduct of the Bank of 
England. 8vo. 8s. 

lluddiman's Latin Rudiments, with 
Alterations and a Vocabulary. 12mo, 
28. bound. “ 

The Curious Book. Post 8yo. 7s. 
The Border ^Tour, tliroughout the 
most important and interesting places in 
the Counties of Northumberland, Ber- 
wick, Roxburgh, and Selkirk. By a Tou- 
rst. In one volume 12rao. with a View 
of Melrose Abbey. 5s. 

Second Statement of the Committee of 
the Edinburgh Bible Society, relati«^e to 
the circulation of the Apocrypha, by the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 8vo. 2s, 

A Respectful Remonstrance, addressed 
to the Rev. James Walker, A.M. Senior 
Minister of St Peter’s Chapel, on the 
subject of a Sermon preached before the 
Bishop and Clergy of the United Diocese 
of Edinburgh, Fife, and Glasgow. By 
the Rev. Edward Craig, A.M. Is. 6d. 

Laconics, Part IV. 18mo. 28, Gd.with 
Portraits of ShaLspeare, Massinger, Ben 
Jonson, Dryden, and Congreve. 

The Co-operative Magazine, No. 1. 6s. 
A General Map of India. In two large 
sheets. 15s, 
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The THeory of the Infantry Move, 
iiients, 'by Captain Baron Suaso. 3 vols. 
8va. L.«, 2s. 

Letters on r^iahionable Amu^ments. 
18mo. ®2s. 6d. 

Notes on the present Condition of the 
Ne^oes in Jamaica. By H. T. de la 
Be^e, Esq.^ F.R.S. &c. 8vo. 3s. 
.^Elements of Mechanical Philosophy, 
for the use of Students; suited to the 
capacities of Mechanics. By W. Mar- 
rat, M.A. Member of the Literary and 
Philosophical Society, New York. ^vo. 
7s. 6‘d. 

Ever;vMan’s Book for 1 826 (to be^con- 
linuefl annually ) ; comprising remarkable 
Days in the Year, new Acts of Parlia- 
mant, &c. Crown 8vo. Is. Gd. 

A Letter to the Duke of Norfolk, on 
the Catholic Question. By R. W. Horton, 
Esq. 8vo. 3l. . 

Vindicia; Ecclesiee Anglican®. — Let- 
ters to Charles Butler, Esq. comprising 
Essays on the Roman Religion, and Vin- 
dication of the Book of the Church. By 
R. Southey, LL.D. 8vo. 3s. 

Vindication of the Book of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church,” against the Rev. 
G. Townsend's Accusations of History 
against the Church of Rome,” &c. &c. 
By Charles Butler, Esq. 8vo. 5s. 

• Thoughts ^n ^the Advancement of 
Academical Instruction in England., 8vo. 
.9s. 6d. 

An Historical Outline of the Greek 
Revolution, with a few Remarks on the 
Affairs of that Country. By W. M. Leake, 
8vo. 7s. Gd. t • 

Lessons on Criticism, to W. Roscoe, 
Esq. By*the Rev. W. L. Bowles. 8vo. 
7s. 6d. 

Letter from a ^aniard (Author of Don 
Esteban) to the Editor of the Quarterly 
Review. 8vo. 2s. Gd. 

Considerations on the State of the 
Currency. ByThoma^Tooke, Elq^F.R.S. 

Epitaphs on Faithful Servants, 12mo. 
7s. Gd. 

A Dictionary of English Synonymes. 
By the Rev. J. Platf. 5s. 

Disquisitions upon the painted (yreek 
Vas?s, and4heir probable Connexion with 
the Shows of the Eleusinian and other 
M} rsteries. ByJ. Christie. 4to. L.2, 2s. 

The Quarterly Magazine of Ireland. 
No. I. 


Diary of Ehniiyee. 8vo. lOi* Bd. 

Observations on the Proceeding bt 
Country Bankers, during thfe last Siii^ 
years, &c. By J. Mitford, jun. 

2s. 6d. 

Naval Sketch-Book, or Service AfldAt 
and Ashore, with Characteristic Reminis- 
cences, Fragments, and Opinions. By 
an Officer of Rank. Second Edition, with 
considerable additions. Post 8vo. IBs. 

Gaieties and Gravities ; a Series of 
Sketches, Comic Tales, and Fugitive 
\5agaries. By one of the Authors of 

Rejected Addresses.” Second Edition, 
revised. 3 vols. post 8vo. 

Remarks on certain Parts of Mr Gran- 
ville Penn's comparative Estimate of the 
Mineral and Mosaical Geologies, &c. 
8vo. 3s. 

A General and Heraldic Dictionary of 
the Peerage and Baronetage of the United 
Kingdom for 1826 ; exuibiti ng, under 
strict alphabetical arrangement, the pre- 
sent state of those exalted Ranks, and 
deducting the IJneage of each House 
from the Founder of its Honours : with 
an Appendix comprising the Prelates, the 
Surnames of Peers, Titles by Courtesy 
of their eldest Sons, Names of Heirs 
Presumptive, &:c. By John Burke, Esq. 
Iqipne volume, crown 8vo, with Plates of 
fbe Arms. 18s. 

Essays on the Universal Analof^ be- 
tween the Natural and the Spirittial 
, Worlds. By the Author of Memoirs of 
% Deist.” 8vo. 8s. 

Sheridaniana : Anecdotes of the Life of 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan ; his Table- 
talk and Bons-Mots. 8vo. 9s. Gd. 

The Plain Speaker : Opinions on 
Books, Men, and Things. 2 vols. 8vo. 
L.l, 4.S. 

Free Trade ; or an Enquiry into the 
Expediency of the present Corn Laws, 
the relations of our Foreign and Colonial 
Trade, &c. See, ^y Alexander M‘Don- 
nel. Esq. 8vo. 12s. 

♦The Progress of Fa.shion, from our First 
Parents, through all nations, to our pre- 
sent times. 12mo. 7s. Gd. 

EniTA<I>IA, or, a Collection of Me- 
morials inscribed to the Memory of Good 
and Faithful Servants. 12mo. 78. Gd. 

A Classification of Sciences and Arts ; 
or a Map of Human Knowledge. By 
Charles Lane. 8vo. 3s. 
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Speech of the Right Hon.kv, Huskis- 
son in the House of Commons, on a mo- 
tion for a Select Committee to inquire 
into the State of the Silk Manufacture. 
8vo. Is. 6d. 

History of Methodism in the Town and 
Neighbourhood of Great Yarmouth, in- 
cluding Biographical Sketches of some of 
the leading Characters who have been 
among the Methodists at that place. By 
A. Watmough. 18mo. 2s. 6d. boards. 

A Catalogue of a very extensive col- 
lection of AVorks of Howell and Stewart 
on the Philology, Religion, and History 
of Eastern Nations ; Oriental MSS. ; the 
Holy Scriptures in Hebrew and in the 
Oriental Versions, Critical Introductions, 
Dictionaries, Commentators, &c. Jewish 
History and Antiquities, and every other 
class connected with the critical study of 
the Old Testament. 

Two Letters on Scottisli Affairs, from 
Edward Bradwardine Waverley, Esq. to 
Malachi Malagrowther, Esq. 8vo. 3s. 

Memoirs of the Wernerian Natural 
History Society. Volume V. Part II. 
for the year 1824-25, with ten engra- 
vings. Hvo. 10s. 6d. 

Elements of Arithmetic, Algebra, and 
Geometry, for the use of the Students in 
the Edinburgh School of Arts. By George 
Lees, A.M. Teacher of Mathcmatics'’ih 
the Scottish Military and Naval Academy. 
One vol. 8vo. 5s. 

An Essay on the Circumstances which 
determine the Rate of Wages, and the«' 
Condition of the Labouring Classes. By 
J. R. McCulloch, Esq. 18mo. Is. 

Traditions of Edinburgh ; or Sketches 
and Anecdotes of the City in former times. 
By Robert Chambers. 2 vols. small 8yo. 
12s. 

Considerations of the Policy of the 
Government of India, more especially 
with Reference to the Invasion of Bur- 
mah. By Lieut- Colonel M. Stewart, 
R.S.E.F., Member of the Asiatic Society 
of Calcutta, formerly Aide-de-Canip to the 
Earl of Min to and Marquis of Hastings, 
Govern ors-General of India. 8vo. is. 

The Philosophical works of David 
Hume, now first collcfcted ; including all 
the Essays, and exhibiting the more im- 
portant alterations and corrections in the 
successive Editions, publislicd by the 
Author. 4 vols. 8vo. I.. 2, 12s. Od. 


The Contest of the Twelve Nktions, or 
a View of the different Cases of Human 
Character and Talents. 8vo. 18s. 

The Works of the Rev. Eben. Erskine ; 
with a Memoir of the Author. ^By the 
Reverend Donald Frazer. 2 vols. 8vo. 
L.l, 4s. 

A Treatise on the Currency. By Bri- 
tannicus. 2s. 6d. 

A Reply to the Rev. James Walker, 
on the Subject of Baptism. By the Rev* 
Edward Craig. 8vo., 

Allium of lithographic Drawings by 
different Artists. Nos. I. ,11. III. 19.1, Is. 
coloured ; 18s. plain. 

Litaographic Sketches, drawfr from 
Life, by Geikic. Imperial 4to. Nos, 1. 
and II. Gs. each. 

Remarks on the Cultivation of the Silk- 
Worm. With additional Observations 
made in Italy, during th»< summer rof 
182.5. By J. Murray, F.S.A. Is. fid. 

The Calcutta Annual Register for 1822. 
8vo. L.l, Is. 

Crosby’s Builder’s Price- Book for 1826. 
4s. 

The Oxford University Calendar, for 
the year 1826. 12mo. 6s. 

The Cambridge University Calendar, 
for the year 1826. 12mo. 5s. 6d. 

Hoyle’s Games, improved, revised, and 
corrected. By Charles Jones,. Esp. A new, 
edition, considerably enlarged, 18mo. 
6s. 

Coleman’s Commercial Assistant. 8vo. ' 
7s. 6d. 

The Practical Cabinet-maker, Uphol- 
sterer, and complete Decorator. By Pe- 
ter and M. A'. N icholson. 4to. 5s. 

The Book of Nature ; being succes- 
sion oQ Lectures in illustration of the ge- 
neral Laws and Phenomena of Creation. 
By John Mason Good, M.D. 3 vols. 8vo. 
li.l, 16s. 

On the increasing Importance of the 
British V\^est India J’ossessions. 

The Scotsman in London, or Northern 
Messenger, No. I. To be continued week- 
ly. 6d. 

A Review of the Character and Wri- 
tings of Lord Byron ; reprinted from the 
North American Review. Foolscap Cvo. 
3s. 

Remarks upon the payment of the Ex- 
penses of Out- voters at an University 
Election. Hvo. Is. Gd. 
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Letter w Robert Wilmot Horton^ Esq. 
,M.P, Under-Secretary of State for the Co- 
lonial Department ; containing Strictures 
on a Pamphletjf entitled, The West In- 
dia Question practically considered.** 

Practical Observations upon the Views 
and Tendency of the First Report of the 

Cpmmissionera of Irish Education In- 
quiry.*' 

Considerations suggested by the Re- 
port made his Majesty under a Com- 
mission, authorising the Commissioners 
to make certain inquiries respecting the 
Court hf Chancery. 3s. 

A Calm Statement of the Catholic 
>Queati&1i. Respectfully addressed Ho all 
Electors throughout the United King- 
dom. 

The Papal Supremacy ; with Remarks 
on the Bill for restoring the Intercourse 
between the <i}ee of Home and the United 
Kingdom, passed by the Commons, and 
rejected by the Lords, in the year 1825. 
By John Cross, Serjeant- at-Law. 3s. 

The Misccllanist of Literature for 1826, 
consisting of unique Selections, from the 
most important Books of the past year, 
in Autobiography, History, Memoirs, 
Poetry, Voyages, and Travels. 10s. 6d. 

Parts I. and II. of a History of Ponte- 
fract, in Yorkshire. By George Fox. Is. 

Parliajpen^ary Abstracts ; containing 
tlie substance of all important Papers 
laid before the two Houses of Parliament 
during the session of 1 825. 8vo. L.l, 10s. 

Recollections of a Pedestrian. By the 
author of “ Journal of an Exile." 3 vpls. 
«vo. 27s. 

Leigh's New Pocket Roau B6ok of Eng- 
land, Wales, and part of Scotland, on the 
plan of Reichard's Itineraries. New Edi- 
tion, carefully revised. IHmo. 8s. bound. 
With 55 county maps, 12Sc bound. 

Leigh's New Road Map of England, 
Wales, and Scotland, 39 inches by 294- 
Fitted up in a novel, and port^jble form. 
Price 16s. 

Experiments illustrative of Chemical 
Science, systematically arranged. 12mo. 5s. 

An Essay on M^ncy Lending ; con- 
taining a Defence of Legal Restrictions on 
th«»rate of Interest, ai#d an Answer to Mr 
Bentham.* By Francis Neale, Esq. A.M. 
8vo. 11s* 6d. 

I’hc Political Primer, or the Hoad to 
Public Honours. Snmll 8vo. 6s. 6d. 


Part I. of J Work, intended for thepre« 
sent to consnt of Two Parts, in atlas 4to. 
each containing Six Plates,* in aquatint^ 
coloured, executed by the first ArtistSj 
illustrative of the Scenery, Costumes, and 
Architecture, chiefly on the western side 
of India. Captain Robert Melville 
Grindlay, of the Bombay Army, Member 
of the Royal Asiatic Society, and of the 
Society of Arts, &c. 

A Letter to Sir Charles Forbes, Bart. 
M.P. on the administration of Indian Af- 
fairs. By a Civil Servant. 2s. 

Suggestions as to the conduct and ma- 
nagement of a County Election. By G. 
Butt. 9s. 6d. 

Mathematical Tracts on Physical As- 
tronomy, the Figures of the Earth, ike. 
By G. B. Airy, M.A. 6s. 6d. 

Four Years in France ; or Narrative 
of an English Family’s residence there 
during that period ; preceded by an Ac- 
count of the Conversion of the Author to 
the Catholic Faith in 1798. Bvo. 14<s. 

A Description of active and extinct 
Volcanos; with remarks on their Origin, 
their Chemical Phenomena, and tJie Cha- 
racter of their Products, as determined 
by the condition of the Earth during the 
period of their Formation. Being the sub- 
stance of some Lectures delivered before 
University of Oxford, with much ad- 
ditional matter. Illustrated by 3 plates, 
and engravings on wood. By Charles Dau- 
beny, M.D. F.11.S. 

The original Picture of London, cor- 
rected to 1826 ; being a correct Guide for 
the Stranger, as well as for the Inhabi- 
tant, to the Metropolis of the British Em- 
pire ; together with a description of the 
Environs. Re edited by J. Britton, F.S.A. 
&c. In I Brno. 

The I^ondon Hermit's Tour to the York 
Festival, in a series of Letters to a Friend. 
In which the origin of the White Horse, 
Abury, Stoneheuge, Silsbury Hill, and 
also of the Druids and Ancient Britons, 
is attempted to be ascertained. The whole 
concluded with some general hints re- 
specting Musical Festivals. 6s. 

. Facetiic and Miscellanies. By Wilham 
Hone. With 130 engravings, from draw- 
ings by George Cruickshank. 1 2s. 

An Examination of the policy and ten- 
dency of jelieving distressed Manufac- 
turers by Public Subscription ; with some 



280 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 182(5. 


Remarks on Lord Liverpool recommen- 
dation $ of those distressed Emersons, in a 
mass, to the' Poor Rates^ and some In« 

g uiry as to what Law exists in suppoh of 
is Lordship*s recommendation. Is. 6d. 
A Practical Treatise on the Construc- 
tion of Chimneys ; containing an exami- 
nation of the Common Mode in which 
they are built. See, By John William 
Hort, Architect. 

The Aphorisms, Opinions, and Reflec- 
tions of the late l3r Parr, with a Sketch 
of his Life. 

Vols I. and II. of Bayle’s Dictionary. 
In 18mo. 8s. 

The Practical Grazier ; or a Treatise 
on the proper selection of Live Stock. By 
Andrew Henderson. 8vo. 14.s. 

A Nomenclature of British Entomolo- 
gy, alphabetically arranged, and intended 
as Labels for Cabinets of British Insects, 
&c. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 6d. in extra 
boards. 

The Literary Souvenir, or Cabinet of 
Poetry and Romance for 1827. Edited 
by Alaric A. Watts. 1 2s. and large pa- 
per, L.l, 4s. 

The Entomologists useful Compen- 
dium, or an Introduction to the Know- 
ledge of British Insects; comprising the 
i)cst means of obtaining and preserving 
them, and a description of the apparattir 
generally used, &c. 

Elements of Moral Philosophy, and of 
Christian Ethics, By Daniel Dewar, 
LL.D. 2 vols. 8vo. L.l, 4s. 

Death’s Doings ! consisting of nume- 
rous Original Compositions, in Prose and 
Verse, by various Popular Writers. In- 
tended chiefly as Illustrations of twenty- 
four Plates. By K. Dagley. 16s, 

The Story of a Wanderer, founded upon 
his Recollections of Incidents in Russian 
and Cossack Scenes. Post 8vo. 

Forget Me Not, a Christmas and New 
Year's Present for 18271. Edited by Fre- 
derick Shoberl. Embellished with thir- 
teen highly finished engravings. 

Part I. of the Parliamentary History 
and Review for 1826; containing the 
Debates of the last Session, carefully re- 
vised, and arranged ‘under appropriate 
heads. Royal 8vo. Price 25 r. 

Friendship's Ofloriiig, a Literary Al- 
bum. Edited by Thos. K. H<H vcy. Em- 
bellished with eleven fine engiavings. 


Vulgarities of Speech isotreiited. fls. 

The Amulet, or Christian and Literary 
Remembrancer, for the year 1827. 
belli^hed by several spleddid engravings, 
from paintings by eminent British Art- 
ists. 

Poetry and Poets ; a Collection of the 
choicest Anecdotes relating to the Poets 
of every Age and Nation. By Richard 
Ryan. Elegantly printed in 3 vols. L.l, 
4s. in boards. h 

• Cupid s Album ; being a choice Col- 
lection of elegant Compliments, and bril- 
liant Jeux d'Esprit, in Poetry anU Prose, 
addressed to the Fair ‘Sex, by Poets and 
Wits of all Ages. With three fte^mtiful 
engravings. .5s. 6d. in boards, 

A Sister's Gift ; consisting of Conver- 
sations on Sacred Subjects, for the in- 
struction » and amusement of the Junior 
Branches of her Family. ♦Dedicated,aby 
permission, to her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Kent. 

Narrative of the Burmese War. By 
Captain J. J. Snodgrass. 

Every Man's Book for 1827 ; contain- 
ing Interesting New Matter, including 
the most important Public Acts of the 
last Session, viz. Remarkable Days In 
1827, &c. &c. &c. 

Remarks on the supposed Dionysius 
Longinus, with an attempt to ];estore the 
Treatise on Sublitnity to its original state. 
By the Rev. John Wm. Knox, A.M. 

Time's Telescope and Guide to the Al- 
manack for the year 1827 ; containing an 
Explanation of Saints’ Days and Holidays 
— Illustrations of British History and An- 
tiquities — Notices of Obsolete Rites and 
Customs — Sketches of Comparative Ciiro- 
nology and contemporary Biography— the 
Astronomical Occurrences in every Month 
— and the Naturalist's Diary, including a 
View of Scotian Botany^ &c. &c. 9s. 

Domestic Economy and Cookery for 
Rich and,Toor ; containing an account of 
the best English, Scotch, French, Orien- 
tal, and other Foreign -Dishes, See, The 
whole composed with the utmost atten« 
tion toHeidtli, Economy, and Elegahce. 
By a Lady. 9s. 

The House Boede, and Family Chro. 
nicle of useful Knowleilge ; containing 
Medicine, Cookery, &c. By W. Scott, 
M.I). Hvo. Upwards of 600 pages, I2s. 
in boards. 
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The Animal Register^ or a View of the 
liifitory. Politics^ and Literature of the 
year 1825. 

• NATUBAL HISTORY. 

An Introduction to Entomology^ or 
Elements of the Natural History of In- 
sects^ with plates. By W. Kirkby, M. A., 
F.*Il., and L. S., Rector of Barham^ and 
W. Spence, Esq. F. L. S. Vols. III. an& 
IV. « 

The Phenomonist. . No. I. Is. 

Part I. of Illustrations of Ornithology, 
By Sir William .ltfu*dine, Bart. F. ll.S.E., 
F.L.S., M.W.S., «c. and Prideaux John 
!Selby,»Elq. F.L.S., M.W.S., &c. ‘ 

Elements of Conchology, according to 
the Linnajan System. By the Rev. E. 
I. Burrows, A.M., F.II.S., B'.L.S. In 1 
vol. 8vo. new edition, illustrated with 28 
Plates, drawn^rom nature. 168. 

Illustrations of British Ornithology. 
By P. J. Selby, Esq. M.W.S. &c. Ac. 
2d scries. Water Birds, Part I. contain- 
ing 12 Plates, elephant folio, plain, 
L.l, 11s. 6d. coloured, L.5, 5s. 

NATURAL firiLOSOPHY. 

Colquifs Essays on Geology and As- 
tronqmy. 8vo, 10s. 6tl. 

Twelve Eectures on select Subjects in 
Natural PbilosiDphy. By John Jacl^son. 
12mo. 7s. ’ 

NOVELS AND TALES. 

The Eldest Son. By the Rev. C. Ma- 
lan. 18mo. 4s. • 

The Weft of the Wye. 5s. 

Cadwaller, King of Britain. By Ed- 
ward*Gantly. 8vo. 5s. 

Geraldine Murray : a Tale of Faslfion- 
able Life. 4 vols. li.l, 2s. 

Part IV. of the Stanley Tales. 2®* 6d. 

Honor OTIara ; a Novel. In 3 vols. 
By A. M. Porter, Author of “ Don Se- 
bastian,"' Hungarian Brotheiw^" &c. 
L.l, 4s. 

The Tor Hill. By the Author of 

Brambletye House.*’^ 3 vols, post 8vo. 
L.l, 10s. 

A Second Volume of Our Village; 
Sketdies of Rural Charatter and Scenery. 
By Mary Russell Mitford. 8s. 6d. 

Reflection : a Tale. By Mrs Hof- 
land. Author of the Son of Genius," 
&:c. 1 vol. 6s. 


Liesli ; a hwiss Tale. By H. Cbtliten. 
Translate fmm the German by J. D. 
Haq^B. 68. 6d. 

A Second Series of Tales df the O'HtliSi 
Family. 3 vols. L.1, Its. 6d. 

Lorenz Stark ; a Characteristic Sketch 
of a German* Family, by J. J. Engel. 
Translated f^om the German by J. Gans. 

2 vols. 128. 

The Prophetess; a Tale of the last 
Century. 3 Yols. L.l, 11s. 6d. 

The Mysterious Monk, or the Wizard's 
Tgwer, an Historical Romance. By C. 
A. Bolen. 16s. 6d. 

Paul Jones ; a Romance. By Allan 
Cunningham. 3 vols. post 8vo. L. 1 , 1 1 s. 6d, 

The Last of the Lairds ; or, the Life 
and Opinions of Malachi Mailings, Esq. 
of Auldbiggings. By the Author of An- 
nals of the Parish,"’ “ The Entail," &o. 
Post 8vo. lOs, 6d. 

Continental Adventures ; a Novel. 3 
vols. L.l, I Is. 6d. 

Sandoval ; or, The Freemason : a Spa- 
nish Tale of the Present Times. By the 
Author of Don Esteban.'" In 3 vols. 
post 8vo. 28s. 6(1. 

Edward. Translated from the French 
of the Author of Ourika. 12mo. 

Alla Giofnata; or. To the Day. 3 
vo^ post Bvo. L.l, 10s. 

^The Moss-Troopers. By the Author 
of Bannockburn. 3 vols. 168. 

Eustace Fitz-Richard, a Tale of the 
Barons' Wars. 4 vols. L.l, 4s. 

Aben Harriet, the last of the Abericer- 
rages; a Romance. By the Viscount 
dc Chateaubriand, translated from the 
French. 12mo. 7s. 

The Rebellion of the Beasts. 12mo. 4s* 

Napoleon ; or, the Mysteries of the 
Hundred Days. 2 vols. 12mo, 168. 

Truth. Jjjy the Author of Nothing 

3 vols. L.l, 4s. 6d. 

Tales of a Voyager — Stories told at 
Sea during a Vo^ge recently made to 
the Arctic Ocean. Interspersed with cu- 
rious Anecdotes, and a Narrative of the 
various Adventures and Perils of the 
Voyage. 3 vols. post 8vo. 28s. 6d* 

*Ruin8 of Ruth vale Abbey. By Mrs 
GoUand (late Miss Blaynes.) L.1, 12s. 

Almack's; a Novel. 3 vols. flvo. LI, 
10s. 

The Revolt of the Bees. 12s. 6d. 

Consistency ; a Tale. 18mo. 2s. 6d. 
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Christmas Trifles; consisting princi- Emily, or Traits of Prinliple. Post 
pally of Geographic^ ChA*ades, Valen- 8vo. 6b. < 

tines, and Poetical Pieces for Young Per- Miriam ; a Jewish Tale. Post 8vo. 


{sons. By Mrs Reeve. 

The Young Rifleman’s Comrade ; a 
Narrative of his Military Adventures, 
Imprisonment, and Shipwreck. Edited 
by Goethe, and printed uniformly with 

The Adventures of a Young Rifleman.” 
In 1 vol. post 8vo, 9s. 6d. 

Outalissi ; a Tale of Dutch Guiana. 
9s. 6d. 

De Vavasour; a Tale of the 14th Cen- 
tury. Svols. post 8vo. L.l, 11s. 6d. 

Tales round a Winter Hearth. By Jane 
and Anna Maria Porter. 2 vols. l^mo. 

Sir John Chiverton. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

The Boyne Water; a Tale. By the 
O’Hara Family. 3 vols. royal 12mo. 
L.l, 11s. 6d. 

Highland Mary. By the Author of 
the “ Foundling of Glciithorne.” 4 vols. 
12mo. L.l, 2s. 

Specimens of German Romance. Se- 
lected and Translated from various Au- 
thors, by G. Soane, with Engravings by 
Cruikshank. 3 vols. post 8vo. L.l, 4s. 

Henry the Fourth of France ; a Ro- 
mance. By Miss Lefanu. 4 vols. 12mo. 
228 . 

Vivian Grey. 2 vols. post 8vo. 18s. 

The Remains of Wimbleton. 8v(fc ‘V. 

Love Lost ; a Talc. 12mo. Is. 6d. 

William Douglas, or the Scottish Ex- 
iles ; an Historical Novel. 3 vols. 12mo. 
L.l, Is. 

Allan McLeod. ISnio. Is. 6d 

Solitary Hours. By the Authoress of 

Ellen Fitzarthur,” and the Widow’s 
Tale,” elegantly printed in a pocket vo- 
lume. 4s. 6d. 

Woodstock, or the Cavalier ; a Tale of 
the Year Sixteen Hundred and Fifty-One. 
By the Author of Waverley,” &c. 3 
vols. post 8vo. L.l, 11s. 6d. 

The Young Artist.' By the Author of 

Arthur Monteith.” 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

Grandfather’s Tales. 18mo. Is. 6d. 

Richelieu, or the Broken Heart. 1 2rao. 
iSis. 6d. 

Constancy ; a Moral Tale. ISmo. 4 <s. 

A Visit to the Rectory of Passy. Crown 
^vo, 7s. 

Chinese Courtship ; with the Chinese 
Texti By Peter Perring Thoms. 8vo. 
12 »* 


lOs. 6d. 

Fancy's Sketch, or G^ms of Poetry and 
Wit. l8mo. 3s. 

Tales from the German of Hoffman, 
Schiller, Richter, Langbcin, La Fontaine, 
and Korner. 12mo. 7s. * 

The Last of the Mohicans ; a Tale. 
By the Author of the Spy. vols. 12mo. 
L.l, Is. 

Miscellaneous Collections ; alphabeti- 
cally arranged, after ^l>e mannd of, and 
forming a Fourth Volume to, the I^oun- 
ger's Common-Place Book,” Anvaining 
One Hundred Articles. By the Compiler 
of the “ Lounger’s Common- Place Book.” 
Price 9s. Cd. 

The Baths of Bagnole ; or, the Juvenile 
Miscellany. 18mo. half-kound. 3s. •» 
The Heroine of the Peninsula ; or, 
Clara Matilda of Seville. By the Author 
of the Hermit in London. 2 vols. 12mo. 
12s. 

New Arabian Nights’ Entertainments ; 
selected from the Original Oriental MS. 
By Jos. Von Hammer, and now first 
translated into English, by the Rev. 
George Lamb. 3 vols. foolscap 8vo. 18s. 

Labourer of Idleness ; or. Seven 
Nights’ Entertainment. By fruy Pense- 
vil.' 8vo, 98. nd. ^ 

Mr Blount's MSS. or Papers from the 
Book of a Man of the World. By tlic 
Author of Gilbert Earle, 2 vols. 8vo. 
\4s. 

Obstinaev ; a Tale. By Mrs Hall. 
12mo Cs. 

De Foix ; or. Sketches of the Manners 
and Customs of the Fourteenth Century. 
By H. E. Bray. 3 vols. post 8vo. L.l, 7s. 

The Story of Isabel. By the Author 
of the Favourite of Nature. 3 vols. 12mo. 
L.l, 4s. 

Sep}v«>ra ; a Hebrew Tale. 2 vols, 8vo. 
14s. ' 

Montville ; a Novel. 3 vols. 12mo. 
16s. 6d. 

King Henry IV., being a specimen of 
Shakspeare’s Plays, furnished in imita- 
tion of the Wavtrley Novels. &c. U vols. 
16s. 

The Abbot of Montserrat ; a Romance. 
2 vols. 12mo. 10s. 6d. 

Jamieson’s Knight of the Dove. 4s. 
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German itopular Stories. VoL II. 
l^mo. 2s. 

Stories for Christmas Week. 2 vols. 
12mo. 14s. • 

November Nights ; a series of Tales, 
&c.^ By the Author of Warreiiiana. 8vo. 
I0s.*6<l. 

The Discarded Son. 5 vols. 12mo. 
L.!*, los. 

tiranby ; a Novel. 3 vols. post 8vo.* 
L.l, 7s. i) 

Christmas Tales for, 1825. 12mo. 7s. * 
To be continued annually. • 

A Legtcy for Ytpung Ladies, consisting 
of miscellaneous Pieces in Prose and 
Verse. the late Mrs Barbauld. 12ftjo. 
7s. (id. 

The New Doll, or Grandmamma's Gift, 
with six-Plates. Half-bound, 4s. 

A Wreath from the Emerald* Isle ; a 
■ New Year's C4ft for 1826. 5s. In a 
case. 

Hebrew Tales, selected and translated 
frgm ancient Hebrew works. Foolscap 
8 VO. 7 s- (id. 

Gaston de Blondcville, a Romance ; St 
Alban's Abbey, a Metrical Tale; with 
some Political Pieces. By Ann Ilad- 
clifle, author of the ** Romance of the 
* Forest," Mysteries of Udolpho," Ita- 
lian,'’ &c. ^ To which is prefixed a Me- 
moir of th§ Author, and Extracts from 
»4ier Diary. 4 vols. ‘post 8vo. 

The German Novelists ; with Crifical 
and Biographical Notices. By Thomas 
Koscoe, Esq. 4 vols. post 8vo, uniform 
with the Italian ^Jovclists. , 

Moderation ; a Tale. By Mrs Hofland. 
12mo, 6s.* * 

Mi]i*roro5 the Months. PostBvo. 8s. 6d. 

Letters from Cockney Lands. Con- 
tents: — The Beauty of London — Mal- 
thus— Club- houses— M ‘ Adamising— (7pc- 
ra House, before the curtain and behind 
— English Beauty and Foreign — Balance 
struck— Scandal-Mongers, a meeting of 
their order— Byron-— Cockney manners 
—Life in London — A Soiree — Brighton 
—The Advantages of Anti-tpn, of being 
a Fool, of being Low, qf Luxury, &c. &c. 

The Englisn Baronet ; a Tale. By 
Leontra De§ Straella. 3*vols. 12mo. IDs. 
6d. 

Deeds of the Olden Time ; a Romance. 
By Ann of Swansea. 


POETRY. 

Foscari ; a 'tragedy. Now .performing 
at tlie Theatre- Royal, Covent-Garden*: 
By Mary Russell Mitford. 8vo. 48. 

Second Series of the Cheltenham Mail- ^ 
Bag ; or. Letters from Gloucestershire. 
Edited by Petfir Quince, the Younger. 
6s. 

Sketches from Life. Written in Verse. 
By the Rev. T. Charles Boone, R.A. 6s. 

Whims and Oddities, in Prose and 
Verse, with 40 Original Designs. By 
Tlmmas Hood, Esq. one of the.Authors 
of Odes and Addresses to (ireat Peo- 
ple," and the Designer of the Progress 
of Cant." 10s. 6d. 

Eldamana. 8vo. 2s. 

Select Specimens of English Poetry, 
from, the reign of (^ueen Elizabeth to the 
present time ; with an Introduction. By 
George Walker, M.A. late Fellow of 
Trinity College, Caml)ridge ; head mas- 
ter of the Grammar School, Leeds, lit 
one thick vol. 12mo. Price 9s. boards. 

The Exile ; a Poem. By Robert Hal-* 
dane Rattray, Esq. of the Civil Service, 
Bengal. The third edition. 8vo. 6s. 

Specimen of Sacred and Serious Poe- 
try, from Chaucer to the Present Day* 
With Biograjdiical Notices and Critical 
Remarks by John Johnstone. IBmo. 

Illustrations of Anglo-Saxon Poetry, 
By the Rev. J. J. Conybeare, A.M. 1 
vol. 18s, 

^Thc Rebel ; a Talc. 2 vols. 12tno. 14s. 

Poems, Miscellaneous and Sacred. By 
11. Rogers. 5s. 

Original Lines. By T. S. Allen. 

All Essay on the Mind, and other 
Poems. l2mo. 

The Parterre, and other Poems. By 
Jane Evans. ^ 8s. 

The Poetical Works of John Milton ; 
with Notes of various Authors, and other 
Illustrations. By the Rev. H. J. Todd, 
M.A,, F.S.A,, and R.S.L. Third edition* 

^byPs Leaves ; Poems and Sketches, 
By" E. W. Mills. 8s. 6d. 

Waterloo ; or, the British Minstrel- 
By J, H. Bradford. 8s. 6d. 

Felix Farley's Pdfems, in Latin and 
English. 8s. 

jDe Clifford ; a Romance of the lied 
Rose, a Poem. 12s. 
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The Forest Sanctuary, with Lays of 
Mahy Lanite, and other P&ems. By Mrs 
Henmans. 7s. 6d. 

Obe^on ; a Poem from the German of 
Wieland. By William Sotheby, Esq. 
Third edition. 

The Judgment of Babylon, the Siege 
of Masada, with other Poems. By James 
Campbell. Os. 

Anne Boleyn ; a Dramatic Poem. By 
the Rev. H. H. Milman. 8yo. 8s. 6d. 

The Peean of Oxford ; a Poem. By W. 
C. Townsend, B.A. 8vo. 7s. 6d. ^ 

Moloch, or the Approach of the De- 
Ittge ; a Sacred Drama. 8vo. Ss. 6d. 

The Tre Giuli. Translated from the 
Italian of G. B. Casti. Post 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

La Seccha Rapita ; an heroi-comical 
Poem. 9 vols. crown 8vo. 14<s. 

Dryburgh Abbey, and other Poems. 
By T. A. Holland. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

Things Invisible, and other Poems. By 
the Rev. G. Watts. 19mo. .'5s. 6d. 

Tour of the Dove, a Poem. Foolscap 
8vo, 3s. 

The Martyr ; a drama, in 3 Acts. By 
Joanna Baillie. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Dartmoor, a Poem. By N. T. Carring- 
ton. 8vo. 

Poems. By Vincent Bomne. Crown 
8to. 9s. 

The Lusiad of Camoens ; an Epi*' 
Poem in Ten Cantos. Translated into 
English Verse ; with Notes. By Thomas 
Moore Musgrave. 8vo. L.l, Is. 

Poetic Fragments. 5s. 

Leisure Moments. By Barnard Trol- 
lope, Esq. Foolscap 8vo, 5s. 6d. boards. 

Grafenstein, a Poem. 8vo- 12s. 

' An Essay on Mind, and other Poems. 
l9mo. 6s. 

John o' Amha', a Comic Poem, in the 
Scottish Dialect. By the late George 
Beattie of Montrose. Second Edition. 
To which is added, the Murderit Min- 
strel, and other Poeibs ; now first pub- 
lish^. Illustrated with seven character- 
istic coloured En^avings. 4s. 6d. o 

The Grave, and other Poems. By Ro- 
bert Blair. To which are prefixed, some 
Account of his Life, and Observations on 
his Writings. By Robert Anderson, M.D. 
In one vol. small 8vo. With four beauti- 
hl jElngravings. 7s. 

Devotional Verses. By Bernard Bar- 
ton. 19mo. 6s. 6d. 


The Popular Rhymes of Scdtlatld, with 
Illustrations, chiefly collected from ord 
sources. By Robert Chambers, Author of 

Traditions of Edinbu^h." 19mo. fea. 

A Translation of the ^rst Bt8!>k of the 
Georgies of Virgil, in Blank Verse, with 
Notes, &c. By Robert Hoblyn, M.A'. or 
Nanswhyden. One vol. 8vo. I9s. 6d. 

Rhyming Reminiscences, in Comical 
Couplets. By G. Grin, Esq. 18mo. 
3s. 6d. 

• The Prospect, and other Poems. By 
E. Idoxon. Foolscap 8vo. 4s» 6d. 

Schimraelpenninck'si authorised Ver- 
sion of the Psalms. 12mo. 7Sy 

The Sabbath Muse. 19mo. 2s^ 6d. * 

Selections from the Masquerade. 3s. 6d. 

Wiften's translation of Tasso's Jerusa- 
lem Delivered. 3 vols. Ii.2, 2s. 

Julia, or the Pilgrim, a fragment; 
with other Poems. 

Poetic Hours, consisting of Poems, ori- 
ginal and translated, stanzas for Music, 
&c. By G. F. Richardson. Post 8vo. 
8s. 

The Saviour, a Poem, founded on the 
Rev. Samuel Wesley's Life of our bless- 
ed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. By a 
Clergyman. 12mo. 7*s. 

The Fourth Volume of Mr Pose's 
Translation of the Orlando Funoso. Post 
8vo. 98. 6d. - 

The Seven First Cantos of the Mes§iah.^ 
By F. T. Klopstock. Translated into 
English Verse. 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

The Songs of Scotland, ancient and 
modern, illustrated with Notes, a Criti- 
cal Introduction, and Characters of the 
most eminent Writers of Scotland, By 
A. Cunningham. In 4 vol^^ pos£ 8vo. 
L.i; 16s. 

POLITICS AND POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

An Inquiry into the Origin ©f tihe 
Laws and Political Institutions of Mo- 
dern Europe, and^in particular those of 
England. By R. Spencer, of Lincoln's- 
Inn, Esq. 8vo. 15s. 

A Practical View of the present State 
of Slavery in the -West- Indies ; or mi 
Examination of Mr Stephens' ** Slavery 
©f the British West-India Colonies! ' By 
Alexander Barclay, Esq. 8vo. 14s. 

A Short Sketch of the Province of Up- 
per Canada, for the Information of the 
Labouring Poor throughout England. To 
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nrhich is Thoughts on Coloni<« 

Mtion. By Henry John Boulton^ £sq« 
Foolscap 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

Parlianaentary* Abstracts ; containing 
the Subsfance of all Important Papers 
laid before the Two Houses of Parlia- 
ment during the Session of 1625. Royal 
8vo. L.l, 10s. 

Slome Illustrations of Mr McCulloch's 
Pi*inciples of Political Economy. By 
Mordecai M^allion, Private Secretary to 
Christopher North. 8vo. 

An Essay on the Circumstances which 
determine the Rate of Wages, and the 
Condition of the Cabouring Classes. By 
J. R. M^Eulloch, Esq. Is. * 

The Principles of Political Economy, 
with a Sketch of the Rise and Progress of 
the Science. By J. R. McCulloch, Esq. 
Bvo. 12s. . . 

I^etters to ^ Friend, on the Roman 
Catholic Questioir, the State of Ireland, 
and the Merits of Constitutional Reli- 
gious Distinctions. By E. A. Kendall, 
Esq. F.S.A. 8vo. Parts I. IL and III. 
L.l, IGs. 

Three Letters to the Editor of the 
Edinburgh Weekly Journal, from Mala- 
chi Malagrowther* Esq. on the proposed 
Change of the Currency, and other late 
Alterations, as they aiiect, or are intend- 
ed to affej^t, t]ic Kingdom of Scotland. 

*28, each. • • * 

Rev. Sydney Smith’s Letter to^ the 
Electors, upon the Catholic Question. 
8vo. Is. Gd. 

An Essay on Money Lending. By F. 
Neale, Esq. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

A Dig<?Bt of the Evidence lalfen before 
Select Committees of the two Houses of 
Parliament, appointed to inquire into the 
State of Ireland, 1824, 1825. By the 
Rev. William Phelan, B.I)., and the Rev. 
Mortimer O’Sullivan, A.M. 2 vols. 8vo. 
18s. 

RELIGION ANB MORALS. ’ 

Sermons, Expositions, and Addresses 
at the Holy Communion. , By the late 
A. Waugh, M.A. H^o. 10s. Gd. 

An Account of the Augmentation of 
Small Livings. By the Governors of 
the Bounty of Queen Anne, for the aug- 
mentation of the poor Clergy and of 
Benefactions to file end of 182.5. Royal 
8vo. L.l, 4s. 


lllpatrations to Paley's Natural TItoo- 
IqOT, consistiig of a Series of Plates^ 
with Notes. By James Paxton* 2 volit 
8vo. •L.l, 4s. or the Engravings separate^ 
15s. 

Lectures on the Philosophy of the 
Mosaic Record of Creation, delivered in 
the Chapel of Trinity College, Dublili. 
By James Donekau, B.D., 8vo. 
Bs. Gd. 

A Third Series of Sermons, Doctrinal 
and Practical. By the Rev. James As- 
pinall. Bvo. 8s. 

Treatise of the Three Evfls of the 
Last Times; 1. The Sword; 2. The 
Pestilence ; 3. The Famine. Originally 
published in 1771. 8vo. 8s. 

Morus ; or a I^ay man’s View of the 
Chief Objections which have been brought 
against Religion, as it existed in Europe 
during the heroic age of Christianity, 
8vo. .Os. 

A Parting Memorial, consisting of 
^ Miscellaneous Discourses preached in 
' China, at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
in England. By Robert Morrison, D.D. 
8vo. 10s. Gd. 

Supplementary Letter to Charles But* 
ler. Esq. on the Catholic Question. By 
the Rev. ILPhilpotts, D.D. 8vo. Gs. 

Supplementary Letter to Charles But- 
lei*,%Esq. in reply to his Vindication of 
Tile Book of the Roman Catholic Church. 
By the Rev. G. Townsend, M.A. 8vo. 
.3s. 

^ Sermons. By the Rev. J. G. Foyster, 
A.M. 8vo. 9s. 

Historical View of the Plea of Tradi- 
tion, as maintained in the Church of 
Rome. By George Miller, D.D. 8va 
4s. 

Reflections on the Doctrines and Du- 
ties of Christian Revelation* l2mo. 38. 
Gd. 

The Dean of Oxford. Together with 
a Reply to Chargos adduced against the 
Unitarians, in the recent Numbers of the 
Ei^inburgh and Westminster Reviews. 
By William C. Townsend, B.A. 8vo. 
7 b. Gd. 

* Dixon's Popish Representations. 6vo. 
7s. Gd. 

A Summary of the New Testament ; 
designed to present, in a compact form, 
a Sketch erf* the New Testament Wri- 
tings. 18mo, 2s. 
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Lectures on the Philosophy of the 
Mosaic Record of CreatioA, delivered in 
the Chapel of Trinity College, Dublin: 
By James Kennedy, B. D., F.T.fc.D., 
M. R. I.A., Donellan Lecturer for the 
year 1824. 

Origines Ecclesiastics, gr the Antiqui- 
ties of the Christian Church, and other 
Works of the Rev. Joseph Bingham, 
M.A. With Additions, and Biographical 
Account of the Author. By the Rev. 
Richard Bingham, B.C.L. 8vo. Vol. V. 
12s. 

The Book of Genesis Considered and 
Illustrated, in a series of Historical Dis- 
courses preached in the Holy Trinity 
Church, Cheltenham. By the Rev. Fran- 
cis Close, A.M. 8vo. 12s. 

A New Tract on Confirmation, con- 
taining a Method of Preparation, and 
Forms of Self-Examination and Devo- 
tion. 4d. or 3s. 6d. per dozen. 

Lectures on the Evidences in Favour 
of Christianity and the Doctrines of the 
Church of England, intended for the use 
of Young Persons, and particularly as 
preparatory to their first partaking of 
the Lord's Supper. By the Rev. Henry 
Walter, B.D., F.R.S. Second edition, 
enlarged. 

The Obligatory Nature of the Sacra- 
ment, or Strictures on Mr Gurney 'siTie- 
^ marks respecting Baptism and the Lord s 
*>Suppcr. By the Rev. George Bliss, M.A. 
Perpetual Curate of Funiington, Sussex. 

Christian Memorials of the Nineteenth 
Century. By the Rev. Alfred Bishop. 
12mo. 6s, 

Sermons, Explanatory and Practical, 
on the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England, in a series of Discourses de- 
livered at the parish church of St Al- 
phage, (Greenwich. By the Rev. T. 
Waite, D.C.L. Chaplain to H.R.H. the 
Duke of Gloucester, and to the Right 
Hon. and Right Rev. the Bishop of Ox- 
ford, and Master of the Grammar School. 

A Treatise on the Evidence of /he 
Scripture Miracles. By John Penrose, 
M.A. formerly of Corpus Christ! College, 
Oxford. 

The whole Works Of Bishop Reynolds, 
now first collected in 6 vols, 8vo. L 3. 

The Ecclesiastical History of the Se- 
cond and Third Centuries<> illustrated 
from the Writings of Tcrtullian. By John, 


Bishop of Bristol, Master of Christ's Col* 
lege, and Regius Professor of Divinity 
the University of Cambridge. In 1 large 
vol. 8vo. Price I2s. Cd. in boards. 

Death-bed Scenes, and Pastpral Con- 
versations. By the late John Warton, 
D.D. Edited by his Sons. In I vol. 
8vo. Price 10s. 6d. in boards. 

The Book of Churches and Sects ^ or 
the Opinions of all Denominations 'of 
Christians differing from the Church of 
• England, traced to their Source by an 
Exposition of the' various Xranslations 
and Interpretations of, the Sacied Wri- 
tings. To which is aftded, a brief Refu- 
tation of Unitarianism, and aif Ai>range- 
ment of Texts in support of the Tenets 
of the Church of England. By tlie Rev. 
T. Charles Boone, B. A. of St Peter's 
College,' Cambridge. In 1 large vol. 8vo. 
Price 14s. in boards. ^ , 

A Letter to his Grace the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, concerning the authorship 
of EiKiiN EAiiAiKH, Bv the Rcv. Henry 
John Todd, M.A. F.S.A. &c. Chaplain 
in Ordinary to his Majesty, and Rector 
of Settrington, county of York. In 8vo. 
Price 7s. in boards. 

The Old Testaraenti, arranged on the 
Basis of Lightfoot's Chronicle, in Histo- 
rical and Chronological order, in such 
manner, that the Books, Chapters, Psalms, 
Prophecies, &c.‘ may be read as one con-<«p 
nected History, in the very words of the 
authorized Translation. To the abov^ 
are added Six Indexes. By the Rev. 
George Townsend, M.A. 2 vols. 8vo. 
£. 2 . 

The Religion of the Reformation as 
exhibited in the Thirty-nine. Articles of 
the Church of England. 12mo. 7s. 

The Institution and Observance of the 
Sabbath Considered. 

Protestant Union ; a Treatise of True 
Religion, Heresy, Schism, Toleration, 
and wh^t best meaps may be used against 
the Gr'uwth of Popery. By John Milton. 
To which is prefixed, a Preface on Mil- 
ton's Religiqus Principles, and unim- 
peachable Sincerity. By Thomas Bur- 
gess, D.D. F.R.S. F.A.S. F.ll.S.L. Bi- 
shop of Salisbury. w 

An Introduction to the Knowledge of 
Scripture History. By J. S, Carpenter. 
8vo. 16s. 

Vol. IT. of Brown’s Sermons. 8vo. 7s. 
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A Short ^Uistolry of the Church of 
Christ, from the Close of the Sacred Nar- 
rative to the prQpent Time, on the plan 
of Milners Church History;’* design- 
ed for thh Use of Families and Schools. 

A Course of Sermons for the Year, 
coi\taining two for each Sunday, and one 
for each Holiday ; abridged from eminent 
Divines of the Kstablished Church. By 
the liev. J. ft. Pitman. 2 vols. 18s- 

The Irish Pulpit ; a Collection of Ser-* 
mons Clergyman of the Establislicd 
Church. ContribAted by the Rev. Henry 
WoodY^a’id — Rev. Peter Rae — Ven^pra- 
ble Archdeacon Packenham — Venerable 
Archdeacon Barton — Rev. T)r Erlington, 
F.T.C.D. — Rev. Charles Bardin — Rev. 
Mortimer O’Sullivan — Rev. Samuel O’ 
Sullivan — Rev. William Higgfn — Rev. 
Gcol'gc namirtbnr-Rev, Dr Nash, late 
F.T.C.D.—Rev. Dr Singer, F.T.C.D.— 
Rev. B. W. Mathias, &c. — In 1 vol. 8vo. 
l^s. ad, boards. 

Letters on the Church. By an Epis- 
copalian. Bvo, 7s. 

The Protestant's Protest against the 
Catholic Claims. 8vo. 6s. 

A Comparative View of Christianity, 
and the other Forms of Religion, pecu- 
liarly with regard to their Moral Ten- 
dency. B^ \^lliam Lji^wrence Brwn, 
D.D., Principal of Marischal College, 
Aberdeen. 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. 

Mead’s Almost Christian Discovered. 
With an Introductory Essay, by the 
Rev. Divid Young. 12mo. 3s. hoards.-^ 
Royal 24<ryo. 2s. boards. • • 

Serpons. By the Rev. James Siev- 
wright. Minister of Markinch. 5s. 6d. 

Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of*Re- 
Hgion in the Soul. With an Introduc- 
tory F.ssay. By John Foster, Author of 

Essays on Decision of Character,” &c. 
12mo. Gs. boards. — Royal 21mo. 3s. Gd. 
boards. * • » 

Edinburgh Christian Instructor. 

Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted— 
Now or Never — and Fifty Reasons why 
a Sinner ought to turA to God this day 
without delay. With an Introductory 
Essa^ By • Thomas Chalmers, D. D. 
I2mo. 4s. boards. 

Selections from the Works of Jean 
Baptiste Massillon, Bishop of Ch rniont, 
12ino. 7s. G'l. 


A Treatise on the Divine Sovereignly. 
By Robert Wilson, A.M. 

Sermons on the Epistles and Gospels^ 
See, &:c. By the Rev. Richard Warner, 
F.A S. Sixth Edition. 2 vols* 12ma» 
16s. 

Sabbath Schools considered in regard 
to their Beneficial Effects upon the Tem- 
poral as well as the Spiritual Interests of 
the People. By the Rev. George Tod, 
Assistant Minister of Inveresk. ISino. 

A Review of the Progress of Religious 
Opinions during the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury. By J. C. L. Simonde Sismondi. 
Translatcd^from the French. 8vo. 3s. Gd. 

Wisdom and Happiness ; containing 
Selections from the Bible, from Bishops 
Patrick, Taylor, &c. &c. See, By the 
Rev. H. Watkins. 12mo. 2s. Gd. 

Scripture Questions, explained and il- 
lustrated for the Instruction of the 
Young. By the Rev. B. H. Draper. 
4s. Gd. 

An Inquiry into the Religious Obliga- 
tion of keeping holy one day in seven. 
By the Rev. G. Holden, A.M. 8vo. I2s. 

Two Sermons on the State of the Jews, 
By the Rev. John Stewart. 3s. Gd. 

On Cruelty to Animals. A Serraon, 
preached in* l£dinhurgh on the 5th of 
Miyich 1826. By Thomas Chalmers, 
8vo. Is. Gd. 

Remarks on the Hors' Sabbaticce of 
Godfrey Higgins, Esq. Ry II. Standish. 
2s. Gd, 

^ Sermons, Doctrinal, J^ractical, and Oc- 
casional. By the Rev. W. Snowden. 
Vol. 2. 8 VO. lOs. Gd. 

Parochial Sermons. Ry the Rev, W. 
Wilson, D.D. 8vo. 10s. Gd. 

Pearson’s Discourses on Christ Cruci- 
fied. 12nio. 3s. Gd. 

Taylor’s Jlook of Martyrs for the 
Young, 12mo, 4s. Gd. 

The Expectations formed by the As- 
syrians, that a Great Deliverer would ap- 
pear at the end of our Lord’s advent, de- 
inqAstrated. 8vo. 10s. 

Penrose ; or the Evidence of the Chris- 
tian Miracles. 8vo. 10s. Gd. 

Prayers of Eminent Persons, selected 
arranged, and generally adapted to the 
Purposes of Family Worship and Private 
Devotion. Ry the Rev. Henry CJissoId, 
A.M. ft VO. ^Os. Gd. 

Rational Rtdigion Examined ; or Rc- 
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in^ksr on the Pretetiaions of Unitarian- 
ism ; especially as compart ivith those 
Systems which profess^ly discard Rea- 
son. By the Rev. Baden Powel, M.A 
F.R.S. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Conversations on the Evidences of 
Cliristianity ; in which the heading Argu- 
ments of the best Authors are arranged, 
developed, and connected with each other. 
12mo. 8s. 

Babylon and Infidelity Foredoomed of 
Croid : A Discourse on the Prophecies of 
paniel and the Apocalypse, which 
late to these Latter Times, and until the 
Second Advent. By the Rev. Edward Ir- 
ving, Minister of the Caledonian Church, 
liondon. 2 vols. 12mo. lOs. 6d. 

Lectures on portions of the Psalms. 
By the Rev. Andrew Thomson, D.D. 
Minister of St George*s, Edinburgh. Post 
8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Sermons. By the late Rev. Dr Fleming, 
Minister of Lady Yester*s, Edinburgh, 
with a Memoir of the Author. 8vo. 
12s. 

Helps to Devotion, or Morning and 
Evening Prayers for every Day in the 
Week, adapted for the use of Families, 
with short Prayers for particular occa- 
sions. By the Rev. H. Tattdm. 

The complete Works of Dr J. O^en. 
21 vols. 8vo. 

The Labyrinth, or Popish Circle ; 
being a Confutation of the assumed In- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome. Trans- 
lated from the Latin of Simon Episco- 
pius, by Richard Watson, Author of 

Theological Institutes,*' &c. 8vo. (id. 

Practical Sermons, chiefly designed for 
Family Reading. By the Rev. Thomas 
Blackley, A.M. 3 vols. 12mo. 16s. 6d. 

Self-Examination. Foolscap 8vo. 3s. 

The Philosophy of Religiqp ; or an il- 
lustration of the Moral Laws of the Uni- 
verse. By Thomas Dick. 12mo. 9s. 

Origines Ecclesiastics ; or, the Anti- 
quities of the Christian Church ; and 
other Works of the Rev. Joseph Bki^- 
ham, M.A. With additions, and Biogra- 
phical Account of the Author. By the 
Rev. Richard Bingham, B.C.L. 8 vols. 
Voh V. 12s. 

Cole on the Prophecies. 2 vols. 8vo. 21s. 

Taylor*s Parlour Commentaries. 12mo. 
5s. * 


Holden on the Christian Sabbath. 8vo. 
12b. 

Theology of the Puritans. 18mo, 3s. 
fid. 

Causes of the Slow Prepress of Chris- 
tian Truth ; a Discourse delivered before 
the Western Unitarian Society, in *the 
Conigre Meeting-House, Trowbridge, 
Wilts, on Wednesday, July 13, 18i45. 
J^y R. Aspland. 12mo. Is. 

Two Sermons, preached fci the Chapel 
in Lewin's Mead, Bristol, on Sunday, 
Oct.^16, 1825 : — 1, On the Future State 
of the Righteous: — 5^* 'On Nulhbering 
our Days. By R. Aspland. 2s. 

Horce Sabbatica?, or an Atteifipt tO 
correct certain Superstitious and Vulgar 
Errors respecting the Sabbath. By G. 
Higgins, Esq. Of Skellow Grange, near 
Doncastdr. 

The Domestic Preachers.. 2 vols. 12mo. 
8s. 

Suspirium Sanctorum, or Holy Breath- 
ings ; a series of Prayers for every day Ml 
the month. By a Lady* 8vo. 8s. 

Essays on the Evidences, Doctrines 
and Practical Operation of Christianity 
By J. J. Gurney. 8vo. 10s. fid. 

Sermons of the late* Rev. John Jortin, 
D.D., Archdeacon of London, Rector of 
St Dunstan in the East, and Vicar of 
Kensington. Abridged by the Rev. G. 
Whittaker, M. Al formerly of Brazen- nose**" 
Collie, in Oxford. 3 vols. 8vo. 

Christian’s Retirement, or Spiritual Ex- 
ercises of the Heart. 12mo. 6s. 

. Whately’ Essays on Religion. 7s. 

Sermons., By the Rev. W. Cams Wil- 
son, M.A. Vol. II. 12mo. 5s? 

Tracts* By the Rev. W. CafUs Wilson, 
M.A; 12mo. 2s. 

Ministerial Zeal ; a Sermon. By the 
Rev. W. Cams Wilson, M.A. Is. 

A Sermon preached in the Old Grey 
Friars Church, on the 10th Dec. 1826, 
when ^fCollection^'was intimated, under 
the authority of the General Assembly, 
in aid of the propagation of the Gospel. 
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Joqrnaljof a Third Voyage in the Dis- 
covery of a North-West Passage.^ By 
Captain W. E. Parry, R.N. 4to. 

The Travels of Marco Polo, a Vene- 
tian, in the 13th Century, being a De- 
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The Mission to Siam and Hue, the Ca- 
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Prom the Journal of the late George Fin- 
layson. Esq. ; with a Memoir of the Au- 
thor. By Sir T. S. RafHes, F.H.S. 8vo. 
158. 
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the Close of 1825. The former by 11. 
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Travels and Adventures on the Shore 
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Esq. 4to. L.l, 11s. 6ct 
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and»jts Inhabitants. By Arthur de Capell 
4«Brooke, M.A. 4to. L.3, 3s. 

Voyages of Discovery, undertaken to 
complete the Survey of the Western 
Coast of New Holland, between 1817 
Sad 1822. By Captain Parker King, 
H.N. 2vol8. 8vo. L.l, 16s. 

Notes of a Journey through France 
and Italy. 149. 

Humboldt's Personal Travels in Co- 
lombia. Translated by Helen Maria WR- 
liams. Vol. VI. (2 Parts), Kvo. L.1, 58. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES*' AND DEATHS, 

WITHIN THE YEAR 1826 . 


BIRTHS. 

January. At Spanish Town, Jamaica, 
the widow of Alex. Deans, Esq. Master 
in Chancery there, of a son, 

I, At Wallhouse, the lady of H. D. 
Gillon, Esq. of a son. 

a. At Macknie, the lady df Dr Innes, 
Four Paths, Clarendon, Jamaica, of a s^n. 

3. At George’s Street, Edinburgh^ the 
lady of John Hall, Esq. of a daughter. 

5. At 2, Coates Crescent, Edinburgh, 
the lady of John Tulloh, Esq. R. N. of 
a son. ^ 

— At Hawthornbank, the lady of Tho- 
mas Gruhame, Esq. W. S. of a son. 

— At George’s Place, Leith Walk, Mrs 
Gibson, the lady of Patrick C. Gibson, 
Esq. surgeon, of a son. 

C. At 1, Lauriston Lane, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Captain Brown, of a daughter. 

7. At Mounteoffer House, the lady of 
Major Peter Dunbar of the Hon. East 
India Company’s service, of a daughter. 

— At Countesswell, the lady of Wm. 
Forbes Robertson, Esq. of Hazleheadppf 
a son. 

8. At Beverley, the lady of the Hon. 
Alexander Macdonaltl, son of Lord Mac- 
donald, of a son. 

— At Dysart, the lady of John R. 
Black, Esq. R. N. of a son. 

9. At ()0, Castle Street, ^Edinburgh, 
jVIrs David Burn, of a son. 


10. At Corfu, lady Emily Ponsonby, ttf 
a son. 

— Mrs Mercer, 42, Northumberland 
Street, Edinburgh, of a son. 

11. At Barrackpoor, Bengal, Mrs G. 
Govan, of a daughter. ’ 

12. Mrs Dickson, 5, St Vincent Street, 

Edinburgh, of a son. ^ 

14, At No. 8„ North St'^Daftrid Street,^ 
Edinburgh, Mrs Dr Macaulay, of a 
daughter. 

16*. At Branch-hill Lodge, Hampstead, 
the lady of Walter Stevenson Davidson, 
Esq. of Inchraarlo, of a son. 

17. Af Union Place, Aberdeen, the 
lady of John Abercrombie, Esg. of ^ son. 

18. At Cunnoquhie, Mrs PatersoUi of 
a*son. 

— At Amisfield, lady Elcho, of a son. 

19. At ICirkwall, Mrs Bremner, of a 
daughter. 

20. At Milton House, Edinburgh, Mrs 
Lee, of A son. 

— Mrs Stevenson, 8, Great King Street, 
Edinburgh, of a daughter. 

21. In St Colm Street, Edinburgh, the 
lady of Archibald Alison, Esq. of a son. 

23. At Woolwich, the lady of William 
Cochrane Anderson, Esq. royal horse ar- 
tillery, of a daughter. 

24. At Warriston Crescent, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Adams, of a son. 

28. In Upper Wiinpole Street, London, 
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^ihe lady of George Arbuthnot, Esq. of a 
son. 

29. At YesWr House, the Marchioness 
of Twe#ddale, of a son. 

— At Barroch House, the lady of John 
Sinclair, Esq.’ of Barroch, of a son. 

30. At 16, Royal Circus, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Renny, of a daughter. 

— At London, Mrs Robert Strachan, 
of a daugh^r. 

31. In Baker Street, London, the lady 
of Henry, Alexander Douglas, E#q* of 
a daughter. ^ 

— At Tiinthil!, the lady of William 
.Currie, ^sq. of Linthill, of a daughter. 

Febiiuaky 1. At Aberdeen, the lady 
of Henry Lumsden, Esq. of Tilwhilly, of 
a daughter. 

— “ At 1^, Pitt Street, Edinhurgh, the 
lady of Majo^Dods, of a daughter. 

2. At Madras,*the lady of Lieut. Rrem- 
ner, of the 4-7th regiment Native Infan- 
try, of a daughter. 

'* 3. At Campsall Park, near Doncaster, 
the lady of Sir Joseph Radcliffe, Bart, of 
a daughter. 

4. At^ Herne Bay, Kent, Mrs A. F. 
Ramsay* of Chel§ea, of a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, the lady of Lieut. - 
Colbnel Napier, of a daughter. 

5. At A\holl Crescent, Edinburgh, Mrs 

^ George Kinnear, of a daughter. • ^ 

6. At Jessfield House, Portobello, the 
'lady of Thomas Stephens, Esq. of a son. 

7. At Edinburgh, Mrs Bennet, India 
Street, of a son. 

— The lady of Sir Alexander Don, 
Bart, of Newton Don, M. P. f)f jf daughter. 

8. «At Stirling, Mrs John Telford, of a 

son. • 

10. At Foss House, Mrs Stewart, of a 
son. 

12. At Clapham Common, the lady of 
the Hpn. James Stewart, of a son. 

— Mrs Clarke, of Comrie, of a daughter. 
— At .3, Nicolson Square, Eaiftburgh, 
Mrs Rymer, of a son. 

13. At 17, India Street^ Edinburgh, 
Mrs John Cadell, of a son. 

— At the British flotel, Queen Street, 
Edinburgh, the lady George Fullerton 
Carnegie, E^q.of Charlton, of a son and heir. 

14. At Crieff, Mrs Peter Scott, of a 
daughter. 

16. At Holms, the lady of James Fair- 
lie, Esq. of Holms, of a son. 


17.. In U|per Harley Street, London, 
the lady of Lieut.- Colonel Fuller El- 
pbfnstone, of a daughter. 

— At No. 1, Charlotte Square, Edin- 
burgh, Mrs Watson, of a son. 

18. At Dunnotter House, lady Ken- 
nedy, of a sOn. 

— At Fasnacloich, tlie lady of John 
Stewart, Esq. of Fasnacloich, of a son. 

Mrs Borthwick, (leorge Street, 
Edinburgh, of a daughter, 

19. The lady of William Macdonald, 
Esq. of Ballysheau, of a daughter. 

— At 15, Gloucester J*lace, Edin- 
burgh, the lady of James Hozicr, Esq. 
advocate, of a daughter. 

20. At Strichen House, the lion. Mrs 
Fraser of Lovat, of a daughter. 

— At 59, South Bridge, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Thomas Ewing, of a son. 

— At No. 4, Saxe Cobourg Place, 
Edinburgh, Mrs A. 0. Turnbull, of, a 
daughter. 

21. In Atljoll Crescent, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Tytler, of Woodhouselee, of a daugh- 
ter. 

— At Norwicli, the lady of Capt. We- 
myss, of the Scots Greys, of a daughter. 

22. At JLondon, the Marchioness of 
Clanricarde, of a daughter. 

•23. At 29, Windsor Street, Edinburgh, 

' Mrs Duncan, of a daughter. 

— Lady Minto, of a son. 

24. At London, the lady of Captain 
^Basil Hall, R. N. of a daughter. 

25. At Brighton, the lady of Lieute- 
nant-General Sir William Inglis, K. C. 
B. of a son. 

26. At IVIontrose, Mrs Smart of Co- 
nonsyth, of a son. 

— At Millbank, near Glasgow, Mrs J. 

P. Oldheld, of a son. 

28. At Edinburgh, Mrs Nisbett, Cairn- 
hill, of a son. 

Lately, In Old Burlington Street, I.on- 
don, the Hon. Mrs Fer^son, of Pitfour, 
of a daughter. 

•* — At Newnham, the wife of Mr Ben- 
nison was delivered of three children, two 
boys and a girl, all of whom are living. 

It is somewhat remarkable that the girl 
has a perfect set of teeth in the upper 
jaw. 

MARCH^At Malta, the lady of Wil- 
liam Filder, Esq. Deputy-('ommi»sary- 
General, of a daughter. 
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2. At Broadmcadows, Mrs JBoyd, of a 

stillborn child. ^ 

3. At Mellendean, lady Leslie, of twin 
daughters. 

7. At 8, Shandwick Place, Edinburgh, 
the Hon. Mrs Ramsay, of a son. 

8. At Union Street, Edidburgh, Mrs 
James Irvine, of a son. 

10. At Brightmony, Mrs Mackintosh, 
of a daughter. 

11. At Huntly Place, Inverness, Mrs 
Fyvie, oAwin sons. 

13. The lady of William MacdowalH 
Esq. of Carrutn, of a daughter. 

14. At Bonnington Bank, Mrs Wyld, 
Gilston, of a dau^ter. 

At Edinburgh, the lady of Henry 
Wight, Esq. advocate, of a son. 

15. At Ford, Mrs Fraser, of a daughter. 
18. At Netherton House, the Countess 

of Stirling, of a son. 

20. At Shelburn Bank, the lady of 
Lieut. Forrest, R. N. of a daughter. 

— At Knoxland, Dumbarton, Mrs 
Jadray, of a son. 

21. At Wartnaby House, Melton Mou- 
bray, the Honourable Mrs Davidson, of 
Tulloch, of a daughter. 

522. At Cupar Fife, Mrs John Shaw, of 
a daughter. 

29. In Charlotte Square, Edinburgh, 
the lady of Sir John Gordon, of Earlston, 
Bart, of a son. 

30. At 5, Charlotte Square, Edinburgh^ 
the honourable Lady Fergusson, of a son. 

— At Friar Bank, Jedburgh, tlie lad/ 
of James Grant, M. D. of a son. 

— At Portobello, the lady of Donald 
Charles Cameron, Esq. of a son. 

— At Belmount Place, Kelso, Mrs 
Jerdan, of a son. 

April 1. In York Street, Portman 
Square, London, the lady of -Dr Clarke, 
Physician to the Forces, of a daughter. 

2. At 6, Bellevue Cre, scent, Edinburgh, 
the lady of Captain J. H. Tait, R. N. of 
a daughter. 

— At Kemngy House, Mrs Burnett/'of 
a son. 

— At Iiiverugie, near Elgin, Mi:8 
Stuart, of a son. r 
3« At Jedburgh, Mrs Ninian Douglas, 
of a daughter. 

— At No. 62, Great King Street, Edin- 
burgh, Mrs Graham, of a daughter. 

5. At Westham, the lady of James 


Webster, Esq. of Balmure, Forfarshire^ 
of a son. ' 

5. At Bankend, Carlaveirock, Mrs Ni« 
cholson, of a son. ^ 

— At Balgownie, Mrs Forbes, of a 
daughter. 

— At Dee Street, Aberdeen, the lady 
of Captain John Shepheid, of the H;S. 
I.C.S. of a son. 

7. Mrs Johnston, 2, Mipto Street, 
Newington, Edinburgh, of a daughter. 

8. At Kentish T6wn, near London, 
Mrs James Block, of a daughter.,, 

— • In London, the ]a£y of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Plenderleath, of a son. t « 

— In Charlotte Square, Edinburgh, 
the lady of Captain Cunningham Dalyel, 
R. N. of a son. 

— Mr^ Christie, Rosemount, of a 
daughter. 

— At Miramichi, New tfrunswick, (he 
lady of Alexander Fraser, jun. of a son. 

10. At Logic, (the seat of John Kin- 
loch, Esq. of Kilrie) the lady of iht 
Hon. Donald Ogilvy of Clova, of a son. 

12. Mrs Haldane, 16, George Street, 
Edinburgh, of a daughter. 

13. At Dublin, the lady of Robert 
Magee, Esq. of a daughter. 

14r At Lunna, Mrs Hunter, of a son. 

16. At Brighton, the lady of John 
Gibson Lockhart^. Esq, of & soft. 

17. ^ At Farme, the lady of James Farie, * 
jun. Esq. of a daughter. 

— At Foulden Manse, Mrs Alex. 
Christison, of a son. 

*18. At Kelso, Mrs George Main, of a 
daughter.' ^ , 

19. At St Anthony’s Place, Leith, 
Mrs William Wyld, of a daughter. 

'21. At Brussels, the lady of Lieute- 
nant-General Wood, of a son. 

— At Queensferry, the wife of the 
Rev. Thomas Dimma, of a Son. 

22. At Malta Temce, Edinburgh, Mrs 
Somervell, of a sod. 

23. At Logie, near Forres, the lady of 
Charles Halkett Craigie, Esq. of Dum- 
barnie, of a daughter. 

24. At Edinburgh, the lady of Robert 
Baillie, Esq. of Qulterallers, of a son. 

25. At Frederick Street, Mrs T. Rymer, 
of a daughter. 

27. At Cawnpore, the lady of Francis 
Sievwright, Esq. his Majesty’s 59th re- 
giment, of a son. 
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528. Mn Mathie> Craigbank^ of a son. 

, 30. At Glorat, the lady of Capt. Stir* 
ling^ of a son. 

Latdy, At MOUhill House, Billericay, 
Essex, 4he lady of Colonel C. Bruce, C« 
R. of a son. 

May 2. At Glasgow, Mrs Archibald 
Brqwn, of a daughter. 

• 3. At Elchies, the lady of Captain C. 
M. G. Skinner, of the 1st dragoon guards, 
of a daughter. 

— Mrs Robert Charles, London, of ha- 
sixth SOUm • 

4<. J(t London^ the Right Honourable 
the Countess of Airly, of a son and heir. 

—A A the Manse of Girthon,* Mrs 
Jeffrey, of a daughter. 

J. Mrs John Brougham, of a son. 

6. At Glasgow, Mrs Laurence Craigie, 
jun. of a son. • 

• — At Maniras, the lady of Lieut-Co- 
lonel Cadell, Deputy Adjutant- General, 
of a daughter. 

A^tirling, Mrs Brown of Park, of 
a son.^^^^ 

—•At Logie Elphinstone, Mrs Dal- 
rymple Horn Elphinstone, of a son. 

— At Brunswick Square, London, 
lady Dalrymple Hay, of a daughter. 

'5. At 10, Abercromby Place, Edin- 
burgh, t^e lady of Dr Adolphus M. Ross, 
.ofason.« « ^ . 

— In Hill Strcibt, Ldndon, the lady of 
W. Stuart, Esq. M. P. of a son. * 

8. At Brighton Crescent, Portobello, 
Mrs Alexander Stephen, of a son. 

— At Gilmore Place, Mrs W. M. Ris- 
set, of a son. . 

— Alf Edinburgh, Mrs Wotherspoon, 
Geotge Street, of a son. 

— At Broughton Place, Mrs Robert 
Blaekie, of a daughter. 

— At Dalkeith, Mrs Dr Mcrison, of a son. 

9. At Ki|^horn, Mrs John Arthur, of 
a daughter. 

— At Inches House, Mrs Robertson 
of Inches, of a son. 

10. At 15, Duke Street, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Dr Sanders, of a daughter. 

11. At 18, HiU Street, Mrs Dr Gaird- 
ner, of a son. 

•ja. At Brandon Plate, Glasgow, Mrs 
Agnew, or a son. 

12. Mrs John G. Kinnear, Edinburgh, 
of a daughter. 


13. At Wardie, the lady of Captain J. 
D. Bo8wall,iRo}rd Navy, of a’ son. ^ 
Mrs Mackintosh, of Holm, of a son. 

15. At Corfu, the lady of John Craw- 
ford, Esq. of Auchinsemes, Secretary to 
the Senate of the United Ionian Idands, 
of a son. , 

16. At 13, St Andrew’s Square, Mrs 
John James Boswell, of a son. 

17. At 18, Scotland Street, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Stormonth Darling, of a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Heriot, of Ra- 
inornie, of a daughter. 

18. At Manor Place, the lady of Dr 
Hibbert, of a son. 

19. At* York, the lady of Sir William 
Foulis, Bart, of a daughter. 

20. At Dublin Street, Mrs George, of a ' 
daughter. 

21. At 28, Queen Street, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Borthwick, of a son. 

— At Galashiels, Mrs Farquhar Mc- 
Donald, of three daughters. 

24. At Corfu, the lady of Major Par- 
sons, of a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, the lady of Captain 
Deans, Royal Navy, of a daughter. 

— At Edmonston, Mrs Lawson of 
Cairnmuir, of a daughter. 

— At Gilmore Place, Mrs George Ber- 
ry. of a daughter. 

•Y6. At Glenkindy, the lady of Sir 
Alexander Keith, K. C. B. of a son. 

27. At Windsor Street, Mrs Blaikie, of 
a daughter. 

, 29. At 16, Dublin Street, Mrs Burnet, 
of a son. 

30. At Dumbamie House, Mrs Craigie 
of Dumbamie, of a son. 

31. At Sunnyside, near Montrose, the 
lady of Captain Hunter, of a son. 

— At Raeburn Place, Mrs M^Bean, of 
a son. 

Lately/ At Dry burgh, Berwickshire, 
the wife of George Pringle presented him 
with his ninth and tenth sons, two healthy 
and fine children. They never had any 
daughters. 

* June 1. At Whitehill, the Hon. Mrs 
Wardlaw, of a son. 

• 2. Mrs Alexander Douglas, Albany 
Street, of a daughter. 

— At Allanton, the lady of George 
Whigham, Esq. of Halliday Hill, of a 
daughter. • 
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2. At Ardtorinich, Mrs Grigorson, of 

a daughter: ^ 

3. At Fossil^ Mrs Colin Campbell^ of a 
son. 

4. At Northend House, the lady of 
Captain G. Henderson, 11. N. of a son. 

— Mrs J. Johnstone, junior, 25, Royal 
Circus, of a daughter, 

— At 3 , Drummond Place, Mrs Ar- 
thur Campbell, of a daughter. 

0. At Kingston, Jamaica, the lady of 
Lieutenant- Colonel Hugh H. Rose, of 
the Portuguese service, of a daughter. 

— At Llannelly, Wales, Mrs Davia 
Ar. Davies, of a daughter. 

7. At Glenburnhall, Mrs Ormiston, of 
a son and heir. 

8. At Woodville, Canaan, Mrs James 
Wilson, of a son. 

9. At Southfield, near Stirling, Mrs 
Captain Forrester of Craigannet, of a 
son. 

10. At 1, Bellevue Crescent, Mrs Ro- 
bert Paterson, of a son and daughter. 

— At the Government House, Jersey, 
the lady of his Excellency Major-General 
Sir Colin Ilalkett, K. C. B. and G. C. H. 
of a son. 

— At Bogota, the lady of James Hen- 
derson, Esq. his Majesty's Consul-Gene- 
ral for Colombia, of a daughter. 

11. At Meggerney Castle, the ladyi*'t/f 
Stewart Menzies, Esq. of Culdares, of a 
son. 

1.3. At North Berwick Lodge, the lady 
of Major- General Dalrymple, of a daugh-, 
ter. 

16. At 23, Pilrig Street, Mrs Balfour, 
of a son. 

19. At Munro Place, near Portobello, 
IMrs Kirk, of a daughter. 

— At 22, George Street, Mrs Dr Mac- 
lagan, of a son. 

— In St James's Square, Lftndon, the 
Duchess of Bedford, of a daughter. 

20. At the Manse of North Berwick, 
Mrs Balfour Graham, of a daughter. 

— Mrs Milner of Nunmonkton, near 
New York, of a son. 

21. At Newraanswalls, the Right Hon. 
Lady Anne Cruickshank, of a sqd. 

22. At Canaan, tl^a lady of Captain 
Gossip, 3d Guards, of a daughter. 

— At 7, Melville Street, Mrs David 
Campbell, of a daughter. ^ 

25. In Bolton Street, London, the lady 


of Major Moody, Royal Engineers, of a 
son. 

— At Dupplin Castle, the Countess 
of Kinnoul, of a daughter? still-born. 

— At Rushlaw-house, the lady of John 
Buchan Sydserf, Esq. of Kushlaw, of a 
son. 

27. Mrs Peddic, 10, Nelson Street, of 
a daughter. 

^ — At Kinloss Manse, Mrs Robertson, 
of a daughter. ^ 

• — At Stromness, the lady of Hector 
Mumpo, Esq. of a daughter. 

— At Malta, the lady ^f Majoi Grey, 
2d battalion, rifie brigade, of a daughter. 

29. ® Mrs Irving, Meadow Plice, of a 
daughter. 

30. At Viewforth, Mrs G. Crichton, of 
a daughter. 

— At Kirkaldy, Mrs Lundin Cooper, 
of a daughter. , 

Lately t Mrs A. Finlay, at 62, Castle 
Street, of a son. 

July 1. At Brighton Place, Pjgtobello, 
Mrs Glen, of a daughter. Wlk 

— At Woodhill Bank, Mrs J. A. Stu- 
art, of a daughter. 

5. At 60, George Street, Mrs Pursell, 
of a daughter. 

7. At Broughton Place, Mrs Ronald^ of 
a daughter. 

— At 16, Nicolson Street, Mrs Huie,^ 
bf a c^dughter. 

8. INIrs Terrot, Northumberland Street, 
of a son. 

9. At Baberton House, the lady of Ar- 
chibald Christie, Esq. of Baberton, of a 
son. 

10. At 3. Circus Place, Mrs Finlay, of 

a daughter. '' 

12. At the rectory, Sutton Coldfield, 

Warwickshire, the lady of the Rev. Wil- 
liam inland Bedford, of a son. , 

13. At Atblone, the lac^ of Major 
Turner, royal horse artillery, of a son. 

— Mra Clerk Rattray, ot a daughter. 

— AE Port Henderson, Jamaica, the 
lady of John Percy Henderson of Fos- 
well Bank, Esq. Perthshire, of a daughter. 

14. At 17,’ St Patrick's Square, the 

lady of Captain Smith of the 37 ih Regi- 
ment, of a son. f » 

— Mrs. Robert Dempster, of a son. 

— At Montague Place, Blackwall, the 
lady of Captain Bain, of the City of Edin- 
burgh steam-packet, of a son. 
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I4f. At 10, Great King Street, Mrs 
jCampbell of Ashemill, of a daughter. 

16. At Erskine, the Right Hon. lady 
Bluntyre, of a i^n. 

— AUGreat King Street, the lady of 
Ljeutenant-Colonel Macgregor, 93d regt. 
of a son. 

7 T At Dryden House, the lady of Geo. 
Mercer, Esq, of Gorthy and Dryden, of 
a son. • 

— At Daikeith, Mrs James Bowes, of 
a son. , 

18. At Great King Street, the lady of 
W. H.^owbiggeji, Esq. of a son. 

— At 1, Fludyer Street, Westminster, 
the l«dy* of Henry Hyndmann, Esqf of a 
son. 

— At Stirling Castle, Mrs Whitehead, 
of a son. 

— At Jlrechin, Mrs David Dakers 
Black, of a daughter. 

— At LochnaCv Castle, the lady of Sir 
Andrew Agnew, Bart, of a daughter. 

^ 20. The lady of Lieutenant W. SheafFe, 
50th regiment, S. O. of a daughter. 

— At Archibald Place, Mrs George 
Brown, of a daughter. 

21. At Edinburgh, the lady of Hugh 
Maclean, Esq, younger of Coll, of a 
daqghter. 

23. At^Stead Place, Leith Walk, Mrs 
Paigrson,^f 9 , son. 

26. At Berwicktupoif-Tweed, Mis Dr^ 

Johnston, of a daughter. • 

27. Mrs Bowie, 5, Albyn Place, of a 

daughter. i 

30. At Hart Street, the lady of llobprt 
Gordon, Esq. of a son. 

31. MVs Pender, 33, Bu(fcleuch Place, 
of a*Bon. • 

August 1. At Polkemmet, the lady, of 
Sir William Baillie, Bart, of a daughter. 

3. Mrs Robertson, 16, Moray Place, of 
a son. 

— . At Ely, the lady of Dr Williatn 
Gourlay of Kincraig# of a daug)iter. 

— At Holderness House, Park Lane, 
London, the Marchioness of Londonder- 
ry, of a daughter. , 

— At Cornhill, Aljerdeenshire, the lady 
of David Young, Esq. of a son. 

db At Scarborough, •the lady of 
Sandwith* Esq. of a daughter. 

— The lady of Charles Kinnear, Esq. 
Kinnear, of a son. 

7. At Woodhall Park, Herts, the Ho- 


nourable Mrs Alexander Leslie Melville^ 
of a daughter* 

8^. At Greenock, Mrs Wm. SneU, of a 
daughter. 

12. In Castle Street, Mrs Shortt, of a 
son. 

14. At Casjleton, Isleof Man, the lady 
of Robert Cunningham, Esq. of a son. 

15. Mrs Tod, Charlotte Square, of a 
daughter. 

17. At Springball, the lady of W. 
Forlong, jun. Esq. of a daughter. 

18. At 12, Howard Place, Mrs Rennie, 
of a daughter. 

— At Xeres de la Frontera, in Spain, 
the lady df Gideon Cranstoun, Esq. of a 
son. 

21. At Edinburgh, Mrs Dundas of 
Arniston, of a son. 

— > At 23, Albany Street, Mrs Napier, 
of a daughter. 

— At the house of her father, W. 
Egerton Jeffreys, Esq. Coton Hill, Salop, 
the lady of Richard Smith, Esq> of the 
Mount, Liverpool, of a daughter. 

22. At No. 3, Royal Circus, Mrs Wal- 
ter Dickson, of a son. 

23. At Burntsfield Links, Mrs G. Lo- 
gan, of a son. 

— At Bendrum, Fife, the lady of Cap- 
tain Durie, of a son. 

•1?5. At Inch House, Mrs Gordon of 
Hallhead, of a daughter. 

26. At Borough-house, Kentish Town, 
ihe lady of James Wilson, Esq. advo- 
icate, and of Lincoln’s Inn, of u daughter. 

28. At Burntsfield Place, Mrs John 
Anderson, of a daughter. 

— At the Relief Manse, Kelso, Mrs 
Pitcairn, of a son. 

29. At Leith, Mrs Gordon Bell, of a 
daughter. 

— At Aberdeen, the lady of the Hon. 
W. ForbeS, of Brux, of a son. 

— At 105, George Street, Mrs John 
Konaldson, of a daughter. 

31. At Edinburgh, the lady of Major 
^jenzies, 42d regiment, of a daughter, 

• September 4. At London, the lady of 
D. Charles Guthrie, Esq. of a son. 

• — AtArdwell House, the lady of John 
Birtwhistle, Esq. df Barharrow, of a son. 

5, At 57, Frederick Street, Mrs Keith, 
of a still-born son. 

— At Bath, the lady of Dr Bowie, of 
a daughter. 
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6. At Edinburgh, Mrs John Cockburiii 
of a son. 

— At HartWood Lodge, Mrs Mowbray, 
of a daughter. 

7. At Yarmouth, the lady of George 
Hill, Esq. London, of a son. 

10. At Edinburgh, Mrs Robert Sangs* 
ter, R. N. of a daughter. 

19. At Brussels, the lady of Captain 
James Hay of Belton, Royal Navy, of a 
son. 

13. Mrs Patrick Robertson, Great King 
Street, of a daughter, 

. 16. At Lauriston House, Mrs Auld, 6f 
a son. 

17. At Anniston House, couaty of An- 
gus, the Right Hon. lady Eliz. Thackeray, 
of a daughter. 

18. At No. 23, Royal Circus, the lady 
of James Walker, Esq. Advocate, of a 
daughter. 

- — The wife of Mr W. Bailey, 17, St 
John Street, of a daughter. 

20. At Old Melrose, Mrs Douglas of 
Adderston, of a daughter. 

— At 36, Drummond Place, Mrs Han- 
nay, of a son. 

21. At Beech Hill, the lady of James 
Gammell, Esq« of a son and heir. 

22. At Arndilly, the Hon. Airs Mac- 
dowall Grant, of a daughter. 

23. At Pwllyerochan, North Wakn, 
the lady of Sir David Erskine, Bart, of ' 
a daughter. 

2i. At .Balgarvie, the lady of Lieut^ 
Colonel Webster, of a son. 

25. Mrs T. Weir, Nelson Street, of a 
son. 

— Mrs R. Scott Moncrieff, 31, Howe 
Street, of a son, 

26. At Arniston Place, Newington, 
Mrs Peter Forbes, of a son, 

— At Shrub Place, Mrs Snody, of a 
son and daughter. 

27. At Woodend Cottage, Fifeshire, 
Mrs Fulton, of a daughter. 

— Mrs William Nicholson, 29, Castle 
Street, of a daughter. 

— At Irvine, the lady of S. M. Fuller- 
ton of Fullerton, Esq. of a daughter. 

30, At Shaws of Closeburn, Mrs Dou- 
glas, of three daughters. 

October 1. At 17, Melville Street, 
the lady of the Rev. John Sandford, of a 
son. 


9. At St Clement’s Wells, Mrs James 
Aitchison, of a daughter. 

— * At Hendon House, near Sunder- 
land, the Hon. Mrs Cochrane, of a eon. 

— The lady of Lieut.-Cok>n«I Mar- 
shall, Military Secretary at Gibraltar, of 
a son. 

3. At Cuttlehill, Mrs Dewar, of a son. 

6. At Kilrenny Manse, Mrs Brown, of 
a^daughter. 

— At St Mary Cray, Kent, the lady 
of Joseph Hume, M. P. of a son- 

7. At Pijsa, the lady of Alexander An- 
derson, Esq. of Kingaslfy^of a sont 

— At Eaglescairnie, the lady of Major- 
General the Hon. P. Stuart, of k son. 

9. At Inchinnan Manse, the lady of 
the Rev. Laurence Lockhart, of a son. 

11. At Govan Manse, Mrs Leishman, 
of a daughter. 

— At Dumfries, the lady of Lieut.- 
Colonel Grierson, of a sOn. 

— At Kirkmay House, the lady of 
Robert Inglis, Esq. of Kirkmay, of 
son. 

12. At 45, Queen Street, the lady of 
Lieut. Francis Grove, R. N. of a son. 

— At Aberdeen, the lady of Lieut.* 
Colonel Clerk, of a son. 

— At Bounds Park, Kent, Lady Isa« 
bella Cust, sister of the Duke of Buc- 
clcuch and Queensberry, of a fin. 
k «^^At Fasque, lady Ramsay, of a son. 

— At Dalkeith, Mrs Steel, of a daugh- 
ter. 

— At No. 8, Great King Street, Mrs 
Lumsden, of a daughter. 

16. At George Square, the lady of Pa- 
trick Dudgeoil, Esq. of East Cthig, of a 
son. 

18.* At 66, Queen Street, Mrs Wil- 
liam Blackett, of a son. 

20. At Gogar House, the lady of Alex- 
ander Gibson Maitland, younger of Clif- 
tonhall, Esq. of a son. 

— At I-iOgie Green, Mrs G. Yule, of a 
daughter. 

— Mrs P. Hill, jun. 8, Pitt Street, of 
a daughter. 

—At 9, Newington Place, Mrs H. Pil- 
lans, of a daughter. 

At Moray Place, Mrs John L^ar- 
nionth, of a son. 

22. At 79, Prince’s Street, Mrs R. 
Adam, of a son. 
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22« MrsDickie, 12, Hailes Street, of a 
aon. 

-- At Friendship Park Villa, in Lig* 
nania, St And/ews, Island of Jamaica, 
the lad^ of Alexander Aikman, jun* 
Eaq* printer to his Majesty, and to the 
house of Assembly, of a son. 

Mrs Carlyle BeU, 7, Royal Circus, 
of a daughter. 

— At Warriston Crescent, Mrs Frad- 
cis Bridges/iof a daughter. 

— At Craigside, JVJrs 11. Alexander, of 
a daughtes. • 

25. At Dund^, the lady of Lieut,- 

Colonel William Chalmers, of Glenericht, 
of a ^bn; • 

26. At Edinburgh, the lady of Robert 
Eckford, Esq. of a son. 

28. xit Tinnis, the lady of Robert Bal- 
lantyne, Rsq. of a daughter. • 

29. At Pittancrieff, the ladytpf James 
Hunt, Esq. of a bon. 

Ijatdyi At Florence, Mrs Bradshaw, 
(late Miss M. Tree,) of a daughter. 

— At 7, Howe Street, Mrs Alexander, 
of a son. 

NovEMsaa 1. Mrs Dr Ktcairn, of a 
daughter. 

3. At Loch Vale, near Dumfries, the 
lady of Eaglesfield Smith, Esq. of a son. 

8. At §trathairly Cottage, the lady of 
J^ajor Briggs of a sou. 

9. At Ruchil, the lady of William Rf 
Robinson, of Clerraiston, Esq. of a daugh- 
ter. 

13. At Melville Street, Mrs J. A, Duff, 
of a son. , 

li. At 28, Gay field Square, Mrs Dr 
Ross, of a daughter. • 

-A Atiloehampton, Lady Gifford, of a 
son. • ^ 

— At Kensington, the lady of W. S. 
Morson, M. D. of a daughter. 

15. At Bonnington Brae, Mrs Wm. 

Haig^ of a son, which only survived a 
few minutes. # • 

16. At Castle Street, Mrs Alexander 
Robertson, of a daughter. 

17. At Bath, the lady of JRobert Bucha- 
nan, Esq. younger pi Drumpellicr, of a 
son. 

»9. At 18, Albany Street, Mrs Begbie, 
of a son. 

— At Geneva, the Hon. Mrs Fair- 
holme, of a daughter. 

20. At Dingwall, the lady of Captain 


Mylne, of the lldi Regitnent of L%ht 
Dragoons, o^a son. 

22. At 17, Heriot Row, Mrs DonaM 
Hofne, of a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Wylie, 41, 
Castle Street, of a son. 

— Mrs Douglas, No. 15, Great King 
Street, of a daughter. 

25. At 18, Abercromby Place, Mrs 
Hunter, of a son. 

27. Mrs George Hill, 8, St Andrew’s 
Square, of a daughter. 

28. At 17, Great King Street, the lady 
ot James Cathcart, Esq. of a son. 

29. At Weens, Roxburghshire, the lady 
of Georgfe Cleghom, Esq. of a daugh- 
ter. 

December 2. At Stonehouse, Cumber- 
land, the lady of Lieut.-Colonel Sir H. 
D. Ross, K. C. B. of a son. 

3. At Sunnybank, the lady of Lieut. 
Colonel D. Forbes, of a daughter. 

— At New Hall, the lady of John 
Buckle, Esq. of a son. 

4. The lady of Robert Warden, Esq. 
of Parkhill, of a son. 

— Mrs Kidd, Merchant Street, of a 
son. 

5. At the Waterloo Hotel, the Mar- 
chioness Riario Sforza, of a daughter. 

6. The lady of Peter Campbell, Esq. 
Northumberland Street, of a son. 

9. Mr8Waugh,Northuraberland Street, 
of a daughter. 

— Mrs Hamilton, Blythswood Hill, 

, West, of a daughter. 

10. At Moncreifie House, the Lady 
Moncreiffe, of a daughter. 

15. At Newton Lodge, the lady of 
Gilbert Young, Esq. of Youngfield, of a 
son. 

16. In Bryanston Square, London, lady 
Elizabeth Drummond, of a daughter. 

— At North Cliff, Mrs M*Konocbie, 
of a son. 

— At Wormiaton, Fifeshire, Mrs Lin- 
desay, of a son. 

17. At Fyfe Place, Leith Walk, Mrs 
Alex. Douglas, of a daughter. 

— At Corfu, the ladv of Lieut. C. W. 
•Sievwright, H. M. 7th (Royal Fuzileers), 
of a son. • 

18. At 2, Shandwick Place, Mrs An- 
derson, of a son. 

19. M»s Alex. Deuchar, Windmill 
Street, of a daughter. 
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19. In Great Cumberland Street^ Lon« 
d6n« the lad^ of Admiral ^ir Richard 
King, Bart, of a son. 

20. At No. 27, Windsor Street, Mrs 
Thomas Graham, of a son. 

— At London, the lady of Commis- 
sary-Greneral Dunmore, of a daughter. 

— At Aldborough, Suffolk, the lady of 
Lieut. Nunn, Staff Adjutant at Edin- 
burgh, of a son, still-born. 

23. At Queen Street, Mrs Blackburn 
of Kille f of a daughter. 

— M Ivory, Duiidas Street, of a 
son. 

— Lady Dunbar of Boath, of a son. 

25. At Warriston Crescent, Mrs Car- 
michael, of a daughter. 

26. At the house of her father, in Al- 
loa, Mrs Robert Haig, Dollar, of a daugh- 
ter. 

, — Mrs Young, 33, London Street, of 
a son, stillborn. 

— At Lauriston Place, Mrs Chalmers, 
of a daughter. 

27. At Wharton Place, the lady of Dr 
Greville, of a daughter. 

— At Barcaldiiie, the lady of Duncan 
Campbell, Esq. of Barcaldine, of a daugh- 
ter, 

— At Bonhard House, Linlithgow, 
Mrs William Napier, of a son. 

29. At Orchardfield, Stirlingshire, 
Walker, of a son. 

— The Countess of Leven and Mel- 
ville, of a daughter. 

29. At 58, Queen Street, Mrs Robert- 
son, of a son. 

— At Buccleuch Place, the lady of 
%Tohn Paterson, Esq. of Merryflats, of a 
son. 

30. At Glasgow, the lady of Michael 
Tweedie, Esq. Royal Artillery, of a 
son. 

— At Woodcot, the lady of William 
Ogilvie, Esq, younger of Chesters, of a 
son. 

31. At London Street, Mrs- Living- 
stone, Cambusnethan, of a son. 

— At Circus Place, Mrs Gay, of a 
daughter. 

lately. At No. 4, Hermitage Place, 
Mrs M‘Kean, of a daughter. 

— At Chester, the lady of the Hon. 
Major Napier, of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. • 

Jakuaky 3. David Dickson, Esq., 
younger of Hartree, advocate, to Jemi- 
ma, daughter of the Me Rev. David 
Pyper, minister of Pencaitland. • 

4. At St James's Church,' Londop, 
Colonel Sir Robert Arhuthnot, K. C. B. 
of the Coldstream guards, to Harriet, 
third daughter and co-heiress of the late 
Thomas Smith, Esq. of Castleton Hall, 
Rochdale, Lancashire. a 

• — At Glasgow, ^David Smith, Esq. 
merchant there, to Margaret,, youngest 
daughter of the late ^avid Wardrop, 
surgeon, R. N. 

5. At Edinburgh, Mr George ^riiK, so- 
licitor, St Andrew's Square, to Catharine, 
daughter of Mr John Burke, St An- 
drew's Square. 

— At .Ekolsund, in Sweden, Baron 
Charles jrustavus Adlcrcwutz, Lieute- 
nant in the royal horse guards, son of the 
late General Count Adlercreutz, to Mar- 
garet Seton, second daughter of Dr Se^ 
ton, of Preston. 

6. At Edinburgh, Mr Henry Sharp, 
of Leeds, to Miss Elizabeth Wight, of 
West Saltoun, East Lothian. 

9. At Kilmarnock, Matthew Brown, 
Esq. to Miss Thomson, only daughter of 
Robert Thomson, sen. Esq. manufactu- 
rer there. 

* — At Plantation Pahnyra, East Coast, 
Berbioe, by the Rev. A. Browne, A. M. 
senior minister of the Established Church 
of Scotland, in the united colony of De- 
mcrara and Essequibo, Wolfert Katz, 
Esq. to Miss Susan Barclay, eldest daugh- 
ter of the lldii. Simon Fraser, Member 
of the Council of government of Berbice; 
and at4he same time and place, Charles 
Mackenzie Matheson, Esq. to Miss Mar- 
garet Nicolson, second daughter of the 
Hon. Simon Fraser. 

10, At Kent, Mr Thomas Leverton 
Donaldson, eldest son of Janies Donald- 
son of Williamshaw, Ayrshire, Esq. to 
Matilda Georgian!, second daughter of 
Thos. Lingham, Esq. Shooters Hill, 
Kent. , 

— At Edinburgh, David L. Jolly, 
Esq. to Elizabeth, ‘daughter of the deosea- 
sed Wm. Richardson, Esq. late of Kei- 
thock. 

— At Peebles, James Spittal, Esq. 
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merchant, Edinburgh, to Mary Wight- 
man, eldest daughter of Janies Ker^^sq. 
Provost of Peebles. 

10. At Cockbhrn, Mr Thomas Wea- 
therly Hiprig, to Margaret, eldest daugh- 
tei; of George Logan, Esq. of Cock- 
burn. 

~ At St Andrew’s, Holborn, London, 
George Fraser, Esq. Lieutenant, K. N. 
youngest son of the late Major- (renerat 
John I lenryi Fraser, of Ashling House, 
near Chichester, to , Emmeline, eldest* 
daughter o£Mr Bedford, of Bedford Mow, 
Jiondori? » 

U, The Earl oi Clarke to the Honour- 
able Mist Burrell, daughter of Lord*and 
Lady Gwydir. 

12. At Cuttlehill, James Dewar, Esq. 
of the -Middle Temple, to Clementina, 
daughter o^* the late Wra. Wemyss, Esq. 
of Cuttlehill. « 

— At Elgin, .fohn Lawson, jun. Esq. 
banker there, to Margaret Helen, eldest 
daughter of the llev, Alexander Walker, 
one of the ministers of Elginr 

13. At Prestonpans, Mr Henry Paxton, 
wholesale merchant, Edinburgh, to Ma- 
rion, daughter of Robert Laidlaw, Esq. 
Prestonpans. • 

At Leith, Mr Samuel Beveridge, 
solicitor, to Margaret, second daughter of 
Mr/ohn V'l^can, Leith. 

U. At Leith, John Taylor, Esq.*sur-^ 
geon, Stonehaven, to Charles, daughter 
of the late Charles Abercrombie, Esq. of 
Belfield. 

16. At Falkirk, Captain Thomas Cal- 
lender, to Mary, youngest daughter of 
the late* James llussell, ESq.*of Black- 
braes. • 

17. At Couston Hill, Mr Andrew Ha- 
milton, manufacturer, Glasgow, to Isa- 
bella, only daughter of Andrew Black- 
burn, Esq. of Couston Hill. 

— .At Alderston, Major Norman 
Pringle, youngest san of the^latc Sir 
James Pringle of Stitchell, Bart, tb Anne, 
eldest daughter of Robert Steuart, Esq. 
of Alderston, . 

18. AJ Edinburgl^ the Rev. Archibald 
Livingston, minister of Cambusnethan, 
to .iessie, youngest daughter of the Hte 
Alex. Sliirreff, Esq. Leith. 

23. At Edinburgh, Mr Alexander 
Graham, surgeon, Polniont ( 'ottage, near 


Falkirk, to Jane, youngest daughter of 
the late Ralp|| Thomson, Esq. Berwick** 
upon-Tweed. 

2f. At Laurieston Place, Dr David 
Chalmers, physician in Edinburgh, to 
Miss Barbara Bell, daughter of the late 
Thomas Bell, jEsq. of Nether Horsburgh. 

31. Air John Campbell, of Pictou, No- 
va Scotia, to Miss Marion Campbell, 
third daughter of the late Malcolm Camp- 
bell, Esq. of Cornaig, island of Coll. 

— At Perth, Lieutenant Rodney My- 
liu3, Ceylon rifle regiment, to Jane Anne, 
elflest daughter of the late Captain James 
Menzies, lioyal Perthshire militia. 

— Johif Frame, Esq. of Locher Bank, 
ta Miss Findlay, daughter of John Find- 
lay, Esq. of Ciryfc Bank, in the parish of 
Kilbarchan. 

— At Inverness, John Fraser, Esq. 
Croyard, to Eliza, eldest surviving daugh- 
ter of the late John Rose, Esq. of Ard- 
nagrask. 

— At St Enoch Square, Glasgow, John 
Scott, Esq. younger of Hawkhill, to Jane, 
eldest daughter of Andrew Thomson, 
Esq. merchant, Glasgow. 

Febrtjary 1. At Glasgow, Mr Wil- 
liam Napier, Linlithgow, to Mary Anne, 
daughter oithe late Hugh Kennedy, Esq. 
Usher’s Island, Dublin. 

•9. At No. 23, Moray Place, Edinburgh, 
.Tames Fothringham, Esq. to Marion, 
only daughter of the late Patrick Scrym- 
soure. Esq. of Tealing. 

^ — At the Mansa of Tain, John Dal-, 
las, Esq. of Carriacou, to Miss Eliza 
Baillie, eldest daughter of the llev. Dr 
Mackintosh of Tain. 

6. At Xidinburgh, Mr Alex, Douglas, 
merchant, to Helen Robertson, daugh- 
ter of Henry Marder, Esq. 

7. At Oakshaw House, Paisley, TIto- 

mas Dykei?, Esq. of Calcutta, to Marion, 
daughter of Thomas Leishman, Esq. of 
Oakshaw. • 

— At Chelsea, Mr A. Aliller, of Lon- 
don, to Margaret, youngest daughter of 
the late William Wardrop, Esq. Secre- 
tary to the Bank of Scotland. 

• 8. At, Inverness, Colin Munro, Esq. 
Dingwall, to Alice, eldest surviving 
daughter of the late Colin Munro, Esq. 
of Grenada, 

— At Vsrry, Captain D. Macdonald 
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b, p* 4^ negiment, to Margaret, fourth 
daughter of L. Mackinnou, Esq* 

8* By the Rev. Henry Grey, at Coal- 
aton, Gilbert Young, Esq. of Youn^eld, 
to l^tricia, eldest daugnter of the Ho- 
nourable Wm* Maule, of Panmure,M. P. 

9. At Edgerston, Roxburghshire, the 
Be?. James Wight, to Miss Mary Leslie, 
Jedburgh. 

10. At 14, St Patrick Square, Edin- 
burgh, Mr James Robertson, merchant, 
Leith Walk, to Lillies, only child of the 
late John MacEwan, Esq. Crieff. 

— At Edinburgh, Charles Campbell 
Stewart, Esq. clerk to the signet, to Ma- 
ry Henrietta, daughter of ^ late An- 
drew Wood, Esq. surgeon, Edinburgh. 

— At Hayes, Kent, Lord Dunalley, 
to the 'Honourable Henrietta Maude, 
youngest sister of Viscount Hawarden, 

At Newington, James Hathorn, 
Esq. S. S. C. St Patrick's Square, Edin- 
burgh, to lady C. Fairlie, daughter of 
the late Sir James Campbell, Bart, of 
Aberuchil. 

— At Adam Square, Edinburgh, An- 
drew Eedslie, Esq. surgeon in me Ho- 
nourable East-India 'Company’s service, 
to Margaret, eldest daughter of the late 
Andrew Fyfe, Esq. Lecture- on Anato- 
my, Edinburgh. 

13. At Dumfries, Captain HenderStn, 
of the Honourable East India Company’ 
Madras military service, to Isabella Grier- 
son, third daughter of Mr Grierson, Shil- 
lahill, parish of Drysdale* 

•— Mr George Mortimer, musical in- 
strument maker, Edinburgh, to Agnes 
Thorburn, daughter of James Creighton, 
Esq. Dumfries. 

14. At Montrose, David Niddrie, Esq. 
surgeon there, to Miss Isabella Croll. 

^ At Alloa, Robert Haig, Esq. of 
Dollariield, to Janet, eldest daughter of 
John M*Gowan, Esq. 

15. At St Phillip's Church, Liverpool, 
the Rev. David Thom, Liveiyool, to 
Margfirct, third daughter of Mr Steel, 
Waltensholm Square. 

— At Elie, Mr Andrew Thallon, mer- 
chant, Kirkaldy, to Miss Bethia, young- 
est daughter of Mr Lawrence Kilgour, 
King’s Kettle, Fife. 

16. At Mayfield, Williin Hope Mure, 
Esq. aurgeon, to Jane Gordon, second 


daughter of the late James Robertson, of 
Mapfield, Esq. W.S. , 

16. At Bair Vadock, Dumbartonshire, 
William Tritton, Esq. ohly son of George 
Tritton, Esq. West Hill, Surrey, to Jane 
Dennistoun, second daughter of Jam,e8 
Buchanan, Esq. of Ardenconnel, grand- 
daughter of the late, and niece to. the 
present, Earl of Caithness. ^ 

• — At Abercromhy Place, Edinburgh, 
by the Rev. Sir Henry Moticreiff Well- 
wood, Bart, the R^^v. .Tames Henderson, 
of Waremont-Street Chapel, to Eleanor 
Rutherfurd, third daqghter of i^rofessor 
Russell. 

At Lambourn Church, Iserkshirc, 
Mr Wm. Morrison, of Fenchurch Street, 
London, to Annie, eldest daughter of 
Mr Thomas Wright, Banff. 

— At Samuelston Mains; Mr John 
Kesson, surgeon, North Berwick, to 'Pho- 
mina, only daughter of the late Mr Thos. 
Watson, farmer there. 

— At Elerig, Appin, Argyllshire, Geo. 
Ferguson, Esq. quartermaster of the 9lBt 
regiment, to Isabella, eldest daughter of 
Mr Duncan Sinclair, residing there. 

— At 10, Albyn Place, Alexander Pear- 
son, Esq. W.S. to Catherine, daughter of 
the late David Paterson, Esq. banker in 
Edinburgh. 

18. At St George’s Church, Blonras- 
bur^, London, % the Rev. T. Curtis/* 
Michael Tweedie, Esq. royal artillery, 
to Miss Forbes, daughter of Richard 
Walter Forbes, Esq. Rolvenden, Kent. 

20. At Dumfries, John Erskine Gib- 
son, Esq. surgeon, to Sarah M'Ken 2 ie, 
eldest daughter of Adam Kanldne, Esq. 
merchant there, ' 

21*'. At Plantation William, Deraerara, 
James Allan, Esq. to Jane, second daugh- 
ter of Mr John Ord, Redhall, Moray- 
shire. 

— At Glasgow, Gilbert Stuart Bruce, 
of Trinity Square, London, Esq. to Chris- 
tina, ydungest daughter of William Short- 
ridge, of Glasgow, Esq. 

— At Glasj^ow, Mr Andrew Galbraith, 
merchant, to MissMargaret Bogl'*, daugh- 
ter of the late William Scott, Esq. Port 
Glasgow. ^ w 

22. At Clifton, Sir Williani Francis 
Eliott, of Stobbs and Wells, in the coun- 
ty of Roxburgh, Bart, to Miss Boswell, 
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eldest daughter of the late Sir Alexander 
Boswell, of Auchinleck, Bart. 

,22. At Glasgow, Charles Shirreff, Esq. 
to Christian, eldest daughter of James 
M‘Nair, Esq. 

25 . At Aberdeen, Andrew Richardson, 
Esq. manufacturer, Edinburgh, to Frances 
Anif,* second daughter of the late Rev. 
Williain Duncan, of the grammar-school* 
of Aberdeen.. 

— At the hotel of the British Embas- . 
sy, Paris, Robert Sh^ddon Scrimge^ur, 
Esq. to Margaret^ eldest daughter of the 
late James Wilsdh, Professor of Ana- 
tomy tQ qhe Royal College of Surgeaus, 
London. 

— At Talisker, Isle of Skye, .John 
Tolmie,^ Esq. Uginish, to Margaret, 
fourth daughter of the late Dr D. M'As- 

kill* ^ . 

— At Stricnen, the Rev. James An- 
derson, minister of St Fergus, to Mar- 
garet, eldest daughter of Alexander Ga- 
vfti. Esq. surgeon, Strichen. 

— By special license, at the residence 
of the Earl of Harrington, in the Stable 
Yard, St James's, Lord Southampton, to 
Miss Stanhope, daughter of the Honour- 
able Colonel Stanfiope. 

Q4, Robert Fairbairn, Esq. writer in 
Dunse, to*Jean, eldest daughter of John 
Esq. ^ < 

2J. At Borlum, William Fraser,, Esq. 
Dell, to Mary, eldest daughter of Wil- 
liam Fraser, Esq. Borlum. 

27. At Quidenhara, the seat of the 
Earl of Albemarle, Henry Frederick Stfe- 

henson,*Esq. of the Middle? Temple, 

arri|ter §t law, to Lady Mary Keppel, 
second surviving daughter of the EJpirl of 
Albemarle. 

28, At Leith, William Wardlaw, Esq. 
to Mary Ann, only daughter of Robert 
Douglas, of Preston, Esq. 

— At Ayr, John Boyle, Esq. of Robs- 
land, to Misa Mary, ‘youngest daughter 
of the late Mr James Goudie, ship- build- 
er, Ayr. 

— At Raeburn Place, thh Rev. Robert 
Carr, riJinister of Luss, to Georgina, 
daughter of the late Tbpmas Henders«, 
Esq. chandierlain of the city of Edin- , 
burgh. 

— At St Andrew's Chapel, Aberdeen, 
Alexander McNeil, Esq. advocate, to 


Anna Margar^, second daughter of the 
late Keith Turner, Esq. of Tumerbali 

28.*At Mollance, Alexander B. Blackie^ 
Esq. wine- merchant, Leith, to Isabella^ 
eldest daughter of John Kapier, Esq. of 
Mollance. 

lAitdify In the parish church of Tem- 
ple Mighry, county Tyrone, James Cross, 
Esq. 2d royal veterau battalion, youngest 
son of James Cross, Esq. Gorlms, Glas- 
ow, to Eliza, daughter of Captain Har^ 
inge, of the Donegal regiment. 

March 1. At Malta, T. AkdTs Shone, 
Esq. of the royal artillery, to Margaret 
Ankervillof eldest daughter of the late 
General Ross, and * grand- daughter of 
Lord Ankervillc, one of the Lords of 
Session in Scotland, 

— At the Royal Lodge, Windsor, the 
Right Honourable Lord Strathaven, M. P. 
to Lady Elizabeth Conyngham, eldest 
daughter of the Marquis of Conyngham* 

— At Knock, in Skye, the Rev. .^ohn 
Macrae, minister of Glenshiel, to Jame- 
sina Fraser, youngest daughter of Nor- 
man Macleod, Esq. 

6. At Wliitelaw, Adam Thomson, Esq. 
Chesterhill, Northumberland, son of 
James Thqpison, Esq. of Eamslaw, to 
Marion, daughter of the late Francis 
WWker, Esq. 

— At Knockdolean, Mr Thomas Mur- 
ray, surgeon, Cohnonell, to Miss Mary, 
fourth daughter of Robert M^llwraitb, 
Esq. of Auchenflower, Ballantrae. 

* 18. At Stoke Courcey, Somerset, the 
Rev. James A. Stewart, B.A. late of 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, to 
Mary, eldest daughter of the la-te Henry 
Sweeting, Esq. of Sherbon. 

23, At Norman Lockhart's, Esq, York 
Place, Edinburgh, by the Rev. Dr Lee, 
John Dinwoodie, Esq. to Winifred Jane, 
eldest daughter of Colonel Archibald 
M^Murdo, Dumfries. 

27. At MaryBeld, Mr Robert John- 
ston, merchant, Glasgow, to Eliza Wal- 
k^, eldest daughter of James Johnston, 
Esq. Glasgow. 

• — At Edinburgh, Andrew Buchanan, 
Esq, youngest sou of David Carrick 
, Buchanan, Esq. of Drum^Rier and 
Mount Vernon, to Miss Bethia Hamil- 
ton Ramsa}^ youngest daughter of the late 
Wni. Ramsay, Esq. banker, Edinburgh. 
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S7. At Catherine Bank House, Arthur 
Craigie, Esq. merchant iir Leith, to Su« 
aanna, daughter of the Rev. Dr Ireland, 
minister of North Leith. 

^8. At Glasgow, .Tames Home, Esq. 
of Linhouse, to Miss M‘ Naught, daugh- 
ter of John M^Naught, Esq. 

— • Lieutenant A. Barclay, R.N. Oak- 
wood Cottage, to Ann, daughter of Mr 
Henry Daun, farmer, Kirk ton of Edit. 

. 29. At Comely Gardens, William Mit- 
chell, Esq. of the Commercial Bank of 
Scotland; Edinburgh, to*Lillias, eldfest 
daughter of the late David Cross, Esq. 
Pilrig Street. 

— At Auchteraw, the Rev. John Mac- 
intyre, minister of Fort Augustus, to 
Eliza, eldest daughter of Thomas Clark, 
Esq. Auchteraw. 

30. At Dunse, the Rev. John Birrell, 
one of the ministers of Cupar, in Fife, 
to Isabella, fourth daughter of the late 
John Turnbull, Esq. of Abbey St Ba- 
thans. 

At Newliston House, Patrick Fraser 
Tvtler, Esq. advocate, to Miss Rachel 
Elizabeth Hog, third daughter of Thos. 
Hog of Newliston, Esq. 

April 1. At Liverpool, Richard Ben- 
son, Esq. of Fathom Park, county Ar- 
magh, Ireland, to Agnes, eldest daughter 
of me Rev. Janies Gray, chaplain in the^ 
Honourable East India Company's ser- 
vice, Bombay, late of the High School, 
Edinburgh. 

3. At Edinburgh, Captain Cumming, 
Lessendrum House, Aberdeenshire, to 
Miss Lane, daughter of the late Rev. 
John Lane, vicar of Sawbridgeworth, 
Hertfordshire, and niece of the late Sir 
E. Impey of Newark Park, Surrey. 

— At Edinburgh, Mr William M. 
Bathgate, surgeon, Clyde Street, to Ma- 
ria Wood, youngest daughter of Mr Jas. 
Lorimer, 65, York Place. 

4. At Leith, Mr William Dick, ship- 
owner, to Miss Crowden, Madeira Street. 

— At Glasgow, Alexander Glasgow, 
Esq. merchant, to Helen, youngest daugh- 
ter of the late William Smith, Esq. 

— At Farnham, Surrey, Thos. Pearse, 
of Highway House, Froyle, Hants, Esq. 
to the Honourable Caroline Ker, eldest 
daughter of the late Lord Claries Beau- 
champ Ker, and niece of the late Mar- 
quis of Lothian. 


4. At Dumfries, the Rev. iohn Smitff, 
A.M. missionary to the Chinese, to Mary, 
second daughter of Mv Robert Bland, 
merchant, Dumfries. 

5. At Stirling, John Murray, Esq. of 
Livilands, to Anne, daughter of the.late 
Major Alexander Maegregor, of Bdhal- 
dies. 

— At Heathfield, Ross- shire, J. Hum- 
phreys, Esq. surgeon, Lopflon, to Mar- 
, garet, youngest daughter of Gustavus 
Air^l, Esq. of Heathfield. 

6. At l^averock Banjc, Edinburgh, Dr 
William Cullen, to Henrietta, youngest 
daughter of Sir Henry Jardihe, .King's 
Remembrancer of the Court of Exche- 
quer in Scotland. 

— At Dunbar, Mr Samuel Watson, 
son of the late Jas. Watson, Esq. W.S. 
Edinburgh, to Miss Jane^jIIome LaniJell. 

8. In Dublin, Anthony Franks, Esq. 
to Sarah Louisa, only daughter of Mr 
E. H. Percy, of Dublin. This is the ce- 
lebrated Mr Franks, who walked for tfvo 
successive Sundays at Stephen's Green, 
in quest of a fair partner to solace his 
solitary hours. 

11. At Glasgow, M,^ John MKinnon, 
surgeon, to Margaret, daughter of the 
late Mr William Dick, manufacturer. 

12. At Cartneil, I.ancashire, Alexan- 
der Murray, Iikq. advocate, ‘son oT‘th’^ 
late M^illiam Murray, Esq. of Polmaise, 
to Johnina, second daughter of the lat^ 
John Wilkinson, Esq. of Castlehead and 
Brymbo. 

— At Whitby, the Rev. Geo. Young, 
M.A. author of the History of- Whitby, 
&c. to Margaret, daughter th/; late 
Mr Robert Hunter of that place. 

13. At St Philip's Church, Liverpool, 
Robert Hunter, Esq. manager of the 
Provincial Bank of Ireland, in Limerick, 
to Jane, daughter of Mr More, Chatham 
Street, Liverpool. 

— Af Tixall, in Staffordshire, Miss 
Constable, eldest daughter of the late Sir 
Thomas Constable, Bart, of Burton Con- 
Btahlie, in the‘ county of York, to Captain 
Chichester, of the both, or the’ Duke of 
York's Own Rifle Regiment. The t»ride 
was given away by the Right* Hon. Lord 
Clifford, and after a splendid dejeune a 
la fourchette, the happy couple left Tix- 
all, in their travelling carriage and four 
for Malvern, in Worcestershire. 
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, 13. At Che house of Leonard Homer, 
Esq. by the Rev. Sir Harry Moncreiff 
Well wood, Bart. William Horton Lloyd, 
Esq. of Bedford* Place, London, to Mary, 
youngesf daughter of George Whitelocke; 
Esq. of Seymour Place, Portman Square. 

li. At Richmond, Surrey, the Earl of 
Clare, to the Hon. Elizabetn Julia Geor« 
giana Burrell, only daughter of the late 
Lord Gwydir and the Baroness Wil- 
loughby, of iSresby. 

lO. At Venice, after the rites of the 
Romany Catholic Church, by the i\*re 
Anton Schmalzlf 4n the grand Salon of 
the jyborgo Reale, Igiiace Malkou^ky, 
!koble de Demavalden, Chevalier of the 
order of St George, Major and Command- 
ant of the 7th Imperial battalion des 
Chasseurs at Santa Maria, Mol^ di Gae- 
ta, &c. and*Commandant of the Imperial 
Chasseurs of the; Two Sicilies, to Miss 
Stuart, niece to John Robertson, Esq. of 
Ednam House. The marriage was again 
performed at the palace of the British 
Consul-General, by the Rev. Stevens 
Pope, in presence of the ConsuPs family. 

— At Dublin, the Rev. Henry Brough- 
am, to Catherine Anne Mona, youngest 
daughter of the laic Sir John Macartney, 
of Lash, in the county of Armagh, Bart. 

17. In»St Georges Church, Queen 
Squire, Lohdoh, Dj* WiRiam Hendemon, 
physician in Aberdeen, to Margaret, tjhird 
daughter of the late James Murray, Esq. 
of Aberdeen, 

— At Lochmaben, Matthew Graham, 
Esq. of Priestbead, to Robina, eldest 
daughter i)f the late Rev. H»nry Laurie, 
minister of the parish of Lochmaben. 

— At iSdinburgh, Andrew Johnston, 
younger of Hennyhill, advocate, Esq. to 
Barbara, eldest daughter of David Pear- 
son, Esq. 

— At Dysart, Wra. Hunt, Esq, W.S. 
to Mary, only daughter of James Nor- 
mand, of Baltilly, Esq*. • • 

18. Sir Hed worth Williamson, Bart, 
to the Hon. Anne Elizabeth Liddell. 

— At Lambden, Captaih Alexander 
DrysdaleJ 27th redltient, to Barbara, 
third daughter of the lajp James Nisbe^ 
Esq. of Lambden. 

— At Clapham, the Rev. Frederick 
Borradaile, prebendary of Lincoln, and 
domestic chaplain to the Right Honour- 


able Lord Viscount Kenmure, 'to Deme« 
tria, only diftighter of the late Captain 
Kotert Hudson, of Clapham. 

19. At Edinburgh, Thoums C. Smith, 
solicitor. 6, Howe Street, to Louise So- 
phie, only daughter of Mr Samuel Albert 
Peter, Neuv6tille, canton of Berne, Swit- 
zerland. 

— At St George's Church, Hanover 
Square, London, John Murray Nasmyth, 
Esq. only son of Sir James Nasmyth, of 
Posso, in the county of Peebles, Bart, to 
Mary, fourth -daughter of Sir ♦John Mar- 
joribanks, of Lees, Bart, M.P. for Ber- 
wickshire^ 

— Francis Grant, Esq. second son of 
the late Francis Grant, Esq. of Kilgras-i 
ton, to Miss Farquhorson, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late Captain Farquharson Ross 
of Invercauld, 

20. At Aberdeen, Francis Burnett, Esq. 
son of the late John Burnett, Esq, of 
Elrick, to Elizabeth, the third daughter 
of the late James Tower, Esq. of the 
island of St Thomas. 

— At London, James Macdonald, Esq. 
M.P. to Anne Charlotte, youngest daugh- 
ter of the Rev. J. S. Ogle, of Kirkley 
Hall, Northumberland. 

22. At cJreenock, Wm. Lcitch, Esq. 
toJHary Roach, daughter of the late A. 
Oughterson, Esq. 

— At Edinburgh, Arthur Johnston, 
Esq. M.D. of Carrickbreda, county of 
Armagh, and Tremont, county of Down, 
freland, to Sarah Maria, third daughter 
of Thomas Whellier, Esq. late of Exe- 
ter, Devonshire. 

23. At Burn Bank, Glasgow, Mr Wil- 
liam White, merchant, Cupar Fife, to 
Margaret, youngest daughter of the late 
Andrew Marshall, Esq. of Camlachie. 

— At Po»t Antonio, George Kinghom 
Prince, Esq. M. D. Agualta Vale, St 
Mary's, Jamaica, tp Susan Gordon, only 
child of the late Captain A. Shaw, Dal- 
navert, Inverness-shire. 

At Arbroath, Mr John D. Clarke, 
surgeon, to Margaret, second daughter of 
tlie late Provost Airtb. 

— At tVhithorn,# Thomas M^Lellan, 
^Esq. distiller, Bladnoch, to Mary, eldest 
daughter of the late Charles Broadfoot, 
Esq. Whitbjrn. 

25. At Great Yarmouth, William Ha- 
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milton, Efiq* of Glasgow, to Mary Orton 
£«tioas, eldest daughter of the Rev. Gib« 
son Lucas, rector of Filby, Stokeby,*&c. 
in the county of Norfolk. 

25. At Paris, Henry Harvey, Esq. of 
St Audries, Somersetshire, to A^es, 
dau^ter of Alexander Ranlsay, Esq. for* 
merly of the Hon. East India Comply 's 
civil service at Bombay. 

At Liverpool, Mr Archibald Shatp, 
merchant, Rothsay, to Miss Mary WiL 
Ramson, only daughter of the late Cap- 
tain Williams, of Liverpool. 

At Edinburgh, the Rev. James 
Grant, jun. first minister of Scvith Leith, 
to Mrs Jessie Ann Campbell, widow of 
Major Archibald Campbell, of Bragleen. 

— At Carlton Place, Glasgow, Henry 
Dunlop, Esq. to Anne, eldest daughter 
of the late Tliomas Cairnie, Esq. 

At Glasgow, Walter Crum, Esq. 
merchant, to Jessie, youngest daughter 
of Wm. Graham, sen. Esq. 

— At Glasgow, Robert Urquhart, Esq. 
merchant there, to Jane, daughter of 
David M‘Haffie, Esq. of Overton. 

26. At Edinburgh, Captain William 
S. Hope Johnstone of the R.N. to Elea- 
nors Kirkpatrick, eldest daughter of Sir 
Thos. Kirkpatrick, of Closeburn, Bart. 

27. At Edinburgh, Captain D'A^cy 
Wentworth, 73d regiment, to Elizabeth, , 
third daughter of the late Major Charles 
Macpherson, Inspector-General of Bar- 
racks for North Britain. 

— At Glasgow, Charles Jopling, Es^* 
Delaney Place, Camden Town, of the 
Adjutant- GeneraPs Office, Horse Guards, 
London, to Anne Middleton, eldest daugh- 
ter of Mr Richard Thomson, manu^c- 
turer, Glasgow. 

— At Greenock, James Boyd, Esq- 
surgeon, Hon. East India « Company e 
service, to Isabella, second daughter of 
John Pringle, Esq. Greenock. 

28. At Elgin, John Sandieman, Esq. 
sui^con, half pay royal artillery, to Mil- 
borough B. Sband, daughter of the^iate 
John Shand, Esq. of Arnhall. 

— At Crathes, Captain Thomas Raip- 
say, second son of the late Sir Alexander 
Ramsay, of Balmain, Bart, to Margaret,^ 
youngest daughter of Sir Robert Burnett,' 
of Leys, Bart, ” ^ 

— At Edinburgh, Stephen Bennett, 
Esq. of Greenfield, county of Londonder^ 


ry, Ireland, to Frances, youn^t daugH« 
ter of the late James Orr, Esq. of Thorn* 
ly Park, Renfrewshire. # 

29. At Naples, Thomas JBulJcy, Esq. 
M.D. to Miss Anne Berry, second dau^- 
ter of Dr Andrew Berry, of Edinburg. 

Latelp, In Van Diemen’s Land, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir H. Todd^ of the Bm- 
gal establishment, to Mary, youngest 
daughter of the late Capta^ Ewen M* 
Grimanist, North Uist 

« At Kirkcudbright, Captain Hannah, 
of the Duke of Lancaster East'In^iaman, 
to Miss Mary M'Kinnbh third daughter 
of Pjrovost M'Kinnel, KirkcudbUgfjt. 

May 2. At Kirkcudbright, Thomas 
Buckley, Esq. of Liverpool, to Miss Ry- 
burn. 

5. At I^eith, Mr John Milne, junior, 
shipmaster, Macduff, to Jan6, daughter 
of the late Mr Murdoch Cameron, mer- 
chant, Leith. 

8. At London, Lieutenant Andrew 
Gardner, formerly of the 27th regimeiri, 
to Eliza, daughter of^the late Mr J. 
Lbntz, of Sloan Street. 

— At London, Peter Atkinson, Esq. of 
York, architect, to Miss Goodall, the vo- 
calist * 

10. At Edinburgh, John Wilson, Esq. 
advocate, to Helen, only surviving daugli- 
ter of the late Wni. F,orbds, Esq. wYiier, 
£diq))urgh. * 

13. In Berkely Square, London, John 
Bultcel, eldest son of John Bulteel, Esq. 
of Fleet, Devon, to Elizabeth, second 
daughter of Earl Grey. 

15. At* Edinburgh, Thomas3orland, 
Esq. writer, Kihnarnock, to Apne Qruce, 
only daughter of the late Francis Strachan, 
Esq. of the Hon. East India Company’s 
civil service. 

— Mr Alex. Clerk, 1, India Street, to 
Miss Ann Straton, only daughter of Mr 
Chares Straton, Princess Street. 

18. At Edinburgh, Donald Macdonald, 
Esq. of Lochinver, to J essie, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late Alexander Mackenzie, Esq. 
of Letterew.' 

26. At Masuliptftam, Madrfts, Henry 
\£il>art. Esq. Jpdge of the district of 
Masulipatam, to Mary Rose Campbell, 
eldest daughter of the late Lieutenant- 
Colonel Alex. Campbell of Ballochyle. 

28. At Porchester, M. Eras. Paul 
Emile de Bonnechose, second son of the 
12 
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Clicv. de Jlonnccbose, to Charlotte, third 
• daughter of Captain Gourlay, R.N. 

Lately, At Eoinburgh, James Lawson, 
Esq. W.S. to lO^argaret, youngest daugh- 
ter of the deceased Mr John Claris, 
.Edinburgh* 

'June 1. At London, Charles, second 
sott of the late James Balfour, Esq. to 
Maria Caroline, daughter of Sir «fo}in 
Edward Harrington, Bart. 

— At Landon, John Taylor, Esq. of 
Ballochneck, to Eliza, youngest daugnter 
of George IMeliss, Esq. Perth. ^ 

5. iJt Lord M^icdonald's house in Lon- 
don, tbft Earl of Hopetoun, to the Jfon. 
Loui^sa Bosville Macdonald, eldest daugh- 
ter of Lord Macdonald. 

— At London, the Kev. Herbert Oake- 
ley, third son of Sir Charles Oakelcy, 
Bart, to Atholl Keturah Murray, second 
daughter of the late Lord (paries Ayns- 

ley- • 

— At St Mungo's Wells, Wm. Dods, 
Jlsq. Provost of Haddington, to Harriet, 
daughter of John Sheriff, Esq. 

— At Shawfield, Major Walker, late 
42d foot, to Helen, only daughter of the 
late UoWt Cleghorn, M.D. of Shaw- 
field. 

r- At Bonnington I^odge, John Dal- 
•ryinple Murray, Esq. of Murraythwaitc, 
•tpJVlarioa, daughter of William Hagart. 
Esq. 

6. At George's Square, the Rev. John 
George Gotthreid Werinelskirch, of Po- 
sen, to Anne, youngest daughter of tlie 
late Ninean Lowis, Esq. of Plcaii. « 

— At No. 1, Meadow PJa<v?, Mr John 
Wallace, accountant to the Provincial 
Baiik ot' Ireland, at Clonmell, to Janet 
Stewart, daughter of the late James Mac- 
lauren, Esq. merchant, Glasgow. 

— At Cowhill, near Dumfries, N. 
Hollingsworth, Esq. only son of the Kev. 
N. J. Hollingsworth, A.M. vicar of Halt- 
whistle, Northumberland, to M^rgaretta 
Euphemia, eldest daughter of Captain C. 
J. .lohnston, R.N. of Cowhill. 

8. At 27, George Square, Capt. Mat- 
thew Moncrieff, of* Culfargie, to Isaln?!- 
la, eldest daughter of the late Archibald 
CaAipbell, Esq. ® 

— Mr R. Hudspeth, 7, Henderson 
Row, to Marianne, eldest daughter of the 
late Rev. Adam Cairns of Longforgan. 

VOL. XIX. PAUT III. 


8* At Dunchattan, John, Turnbull, 
Fisq. to Maiy, daughter of *tiie late Wfl* 
liapa Hutcheson, Esq. 

12. At Newmill, Mr Alex. Walker^ 
Perth, to Jane Blair, eldest daughter of 
Mr James Henderson, Newmill. 

13. At Trinity, Thomas Jones, Esq. 
to Mary, eldest daughter of Robert 
zies. Esq. 

1.5. At Fairnielaw, Colington,Mr Ro« 
bertMackinlay, merchant, EdinWgb# to 
Ann, eldest daughter of John Petett, 

¥sq- 

16. At Edinburgh, the Rev. Alexander 
Watt, A^.M. to Charlotte Ellen, only 
daughter of the late Captain Robert Ru- 
therford Campbell. 

19. At Leith, Christopher Wootl, Esq. 
jun. to Marion, daughter of John Hay, 
Esq. Links. 

— At Cupar Fife, the Rev. William 
Currie Arnul, Associate Congregation, 
Portobello, to Miss Bos wall Moftkt, daugh- 
ter of Mr Abraliam Mofikt, superviBor of 
Excise. 

— At Stirling, Peter Barlaiid, Esq. 
surgeon, R.N. to Elizabeth, daughter of 
the late Mr Patrick Cunningham, tan« 
ner, Stirling. 

20. At Thurso Manse, the Rev. Do- 
nald Sage, minister of llochsoles, to Eli- 
za, daughter of the Rev. William Mack- 
intosh, minister of Thurso. 

21. At Glasgow, Mr Wm. B. Sande- 
man, Leith, to Isabella, eldest daughter 
of Mr Robert Watt, manufacturer. 

*— At Funtington, Sussex, Major W. 
Hewitt, second son of General Sir Geo. 
Hewitt, Bart, to Sarah, second daughter 
of General Sir James Dufll 

22. At London, Sackville Fox, Esq. to 
the Right Honourable Lady CliarlotU* 
Osborne, slaughter of his Grace the Duke 
of Leeds. 

23. At Cardrona Mains, Mr John Ait- 
chison, Kerficld, to Jane, eldest daughter 
of the late Thomas Stodart, Esq. 

24. At London, Air Dutton, to Lady 
Elizabeth Howard, daughter of the Earl 
of Suffolk. 

— M London, Andrew Wood, Esq. 
of the Bengal Afedical Establishment, to 
Caroline Stewart, youngest daughter of 
Colonel Sherwoo<l. 

26. At llalgarvic, Mr Richard Berrie, 



EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 


rA)6 


writer, Capjir, to Isabella, daughter of 
the late Mr John Scott, tein^it of Bal- 
gar vie- 

27. At Dean Street, Mr George Car- 

phin, jun. solicitor- at-law, to Susan, se- 
cond daughter of the late Rev. James 
Rhind, of Whitburn. , 

28, At Edinburgh, Wm. I.cckie Ewing, 
Esq. merchant, Glasgow, to f'leanora, 
eldest daughter of John Maciarlan, Esq. 
advocate. 

— At Shelburn Bank, David Forrest, 
Esq. to Mrs Eliza Thomsop, relict of 
Mr John Thomson, surgeon, royal® 
navy. 

— At Shelhurn Bank, Peter Eairbairn, 
M.D. surgeon, R.N. to Mary Anne, 
daughter of the late Mr David Forrest, 
auctioneer, Edinburgh. 

2y. At East Craigie, Mr James Bishop, 
fanner, Craigcrook, to Helen, youngest 
daughter ot‘ the late Archibald Wilson, 
hiSq. House of Hill. 

30. AtGlenlee, the Chief of Clanranald, 
to Lady Ashburton. 

— At Balboughty, Henry Thomson, 
Esq. Culfargie, to Margaret, chic&t daugh- 
ter of .Tames Wood, Esq. 

— At Parknook, George Hoskins, Esq. 
of Liverpool, to Helen, daughter of the 
late Robert Allan, Esq. banker in Edin- 
burgh. 

.h'l.Y 1. At Han well Church, Middle- 
sex, (?eorge Hickman, Esq. Great Mar- 
low, Bucks, to JMargaret, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late William Aitcheson, Eldin- 
hiirgh. 

3. At Glasgow, Mr James Gilmour, 
merchant there, to Janet, daughter of the 
late Mr William Gourlay. 

4-. At St Peter’s Church, Newington, 
J.ieutenant Glasseii, of the royal marines, 
to Cecilia, only surviving daughter of the 
late Sir John Mouat Keith, Bart. 

— At ICdin burgh, Alexander George 
E^raser, Esq. of tlic BolVer, Grenada, to 
Janet William, third daughUr of the 
late John Moir of llillfoot, Esq. W.S. 

G. At Circus Place, IMr James CrieV- 
ton, surgeon, Stockbridge, to Helen, 
daughtcr of James Sigipson, Esq. 

— - At the Waterloo hotel, John Craig, 
lisq. Laverock Bank, to Miss Christina 
(Rbb. 

JO. At Tullyallan distillcrj, Mr John 


Sawers, writer, Stirhng, to Margaret, 
only daughter of Mr John Primrose. 

10. At Stirling, James M^Gibbon, Esq. 
late of Calcutta, to Mrs Cecilia Main, 
daughter of Mr William Brown? mer- 
chant, Stirling. 

11. At Custle-Douglas, Mr Adam 
(irierson. Knock brex, to Miss Gordon, of 
Castle-Douglas. 

— At 17, Walker Street, Captain J. 
W. Bouvcric, 17th foot, to Elizabetl), 

( Iflest daughter of James Alston, Esq. of 
Cluniilirt)rc. 

13. At Northfield, .Jo\jifc Parker,® Esq. 
S.S.C. to IMargaret, eldest dau^tcr of 
David^Scott, Esq. 

14. Atl<"dinburgh, Robert Lowis, Esq. 
of Plean, Stirlingshire, to Helen, eldest 
daughter of Adam JMaitland, Esq. of 
DundrciinJifn, stewartry of Kirkcudbright. 

17. At EMinburgh, Alexander Hamil- 
ton, Esq. sijlljgeon, R.N. “to Miss Agnes 
IJvingsionc. 

— At Eldinburgh, Mr John Brown, 
writtr, to Anne, fifth daughter of Cap-'^ 
tain James Donald, Linton Cotbige, AVest 
IJnton. 

— At Old Aberdeen, William Gar- 
row, E'sq. advocate to -Ann, youngest 
daughter of John Irvine, Esq. 

18, At Aberdeen, the Rev. Mr.Balrner, ‘ 
of Berwick, to Jane, fourth da;ighle';4)f , 
nie late Mr Scott/'uphoistercr. 

11). At Edinburgh, Mr John Barron, 
depute- clerk, &c. to the Commission of 
Teinds, to Margaret, youngest daughter 
of JVIr Charles More, Bellevue Crescent. 

21, At i^rdoch Manse, William Patti- 
son, junior, Esq. merchant, tef Grace, 
youngest daughter of John M'f'arhne, 
Esq. Stockbridge. 

25. At St George’s Chapel, Edinburgh, 
Monsieur Ely polite Cornilloii, to Helen, 
daughter of Charles Neaves, Esq. writer, 
Edinburgh. 

— At. Springlaml, William Fraser, 
Esq. younger of Culbockic, W.S. to Mar- 
garet, eldest daughter of flavid George 
Sandeman, Elsq. 

— At Belvidcrc, Mr James Westwa- 
ter^ silk-mcrccr, Glasgow, to Jessie, el- 
dest daughter of Deacon Andrqw Wil'-on, 
-Edinburgh. 

— At the Manse of Crail, .Tohn Mar- 
shall, Esq. advocate, to Margaret Tod, 
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second daifjjhter of the llev. Andrew 
Bell of Kilduncan, parish of Crail. 

26, At Caitloih House, the Kev. R. 
Hunter, minister of the Scottish Chapel, 
Carlisle, fo Janet, daughter of the Ucv*» 
.William M‘Call of Caitloch. 

' 27. At Edinburgh, James Macallan, 
Esq* 'writer to the signet, to Cecilia, 
daughter of the late William Bertram, 
Esq. of Niabet. 

‘29. At London, Captain George J. , 
Hope Johnstone, ll.N. to Maria, daugh- 
ter of Jqpcpli Ranking, Esq. Ulster Hace. 

— At Edinbufgh, Mr Alex. Lindsay, 
writer^ t»Miss Margaret Bcgbic, dai^h- 
tcr of the late Mr Begbie, Le4h. 

31. At (rilraore Place, Dr Martin Sin- 
clair, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Surgeon’s, to Helen, younger daughter of 
the late Edtvard Simpson, Edinburgh. 

~ At No. 6,*C;istle Street, A. M. John 
Crawford, h^q. of the Customs, Green- 
ock, to !AIargaret, eldest daughter of 
William Balfour, Esq. M.D. 

— At Hope Park, Mr Graham Binny, 
writer, Edinburgh, to Marianne, eldest 
daughter of Thomas Kyd, Esq. of Exchc-* 
quer. 

Lately, Tlie ReV. John M'Clelan, mi- 
nister of Kelton, to Miss Chalmers, sister 
oi the Rei>, Dr Chalmers, of the Univer- 
sity 6f St A ndbew^ , . ^ 

* Aucujn’ 1. At Glasgow, .Tames ^or- 
mand, junior. Esq. Dvsart, to Miss Jo- 
anna Drew. 

— At IMoncydie, Mr James Cochrane, 
Elm Row, Edinburgh, to Margarrt, 
daughter^f Mr George Uiciimond, Mo- 
neyd^i* ^ 

— At Newington, the Rev. .Tohn^Hen- 
derson, of Carmuiinock, to Margartt 
Houston, daughter of the late Robert 
Forrester, Esq. treasurer to the Bank of 
Scotland. 

— kt Kelravock Castle, Cosmo innes. 
Esq. advocate, to Isabella, elde^*daugb- 
tCF of Hugh Rose, Esq. of Kelravock. 

2. At South St James’s* Street, Mr 
Edward West, bookseller, Edinburgh, to 
IsabellajTsecond daughter of Mr William 
Bat|jgatc, merchant thgre. • 

— At 'Briebinopoly, Lieutenant C. IL, 
(kaeme, 5th light cavalry, to Sarah, se- 
cond dauglUcr of the late Licut.-Colonel 
R. Britbe, Madras establishment. 

7. At St George’s Church, Madras, 


M.A. Captain Francis Frankland Whin^ 
yates, of tlie tiorse brigade artillery, to 
Elizabeth, youngest daughter of John 
Campbell, Esq. of Ormdale, Argyllshire, 

7. M r F. I Beens, of Dunkirk, France, 
officer of infantry, to Maria Grandeau, 
eldest daughter of Mons. Joseph Gran«« 
dcau, Edinburgh. 

8. At Slains Castle, James Wemyss, 
Esq. of Wemyss, M.P. to Lady Emma 
Hay, sister of the Earl of ErrolL 

— At No. 0, Pitt Street, James Far- 
ni«. Esq. Burntisland, to JMissJVIargaret 
Paterson Cairns, daughter of the late 
Rev. Adarq Cairns, minister of Longfor- 
gan,. 

— At Old Aberdeen, Arthur Thom* 
son. Esq. manager of the Aberdeen Sea 
Insurance Company, to Bridget, eldest 
daughter of John Anderson, Esq. late of 
Calcutta. 

10. At 133, George Street, Stair Stew* 
art. Esq. of Physgill and Glasserton, to 
Miss ITelen Sinclair, daughter of the 
Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair, of Ulb* 
stcr, Bart. 

— At Dunans, Argyllshire, Charles 
Gordon, Esq. dejmte-secretary of the 
Highland Society of Scotland, to Helen, 
eldest daughter of the late John Fletcher, 
E^. of Dunans. 

I t. At Kirkcudbright, Mr Donaldson, 
rector of the grammar school there, to 
Jane, second daughter of Mr Hope of 
the same institution. 

• — At Paisley, Captain Kirk, of hi>» 
Maj esty’s 7 0th regiment, to Agnes, daugh* 
ter of .Tames Budianan, Esq. 

1.5. At Rosebank, Newington, Mr Wil- 
liam Lawder, fanner, Inverleith Mains, 
to Helen, eldest daughter of Mr David 
Bishop, farmer, Rosebank. 

16. At &t Andrew’s, Dublin, Captain 
W. Childers, 4‘2d regiment, grandson ol 
the late I^ord Eardley, to Mary Eliza* 
both, relict of Robert Hume, 4rM 
regiment. 

AL At Kirkaldy, Mr James Black, of 
Dysart, to Ann, daughter of Dr Black, 
l^irkaldy. 

— At*Worthinp^ I ncu tenant* Cirencral 
Sir Richard Church, K.G.C. to Mary 
Anne, eldest daughter of Sir Robert VVil- 
inot, Bart.^f Osmaston, in the county of 
Derby. 

• 21. At South House, Andrew Carrick' 
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jun. Esq- merchant, KcUnburgli, to Mar- 
garet, third'daughter of Mf liaigric, far- 
mer, South House. ' 

22. At Aldenham, Herts, Capt. Mac- 
dougall, R.N. of Macdoueall, to Eliza- 
beth Sophia, only child ot Charles Shel- 
don Thnins, Esq. of Oriel* Lodge, Chel- 
tenham. 

— John Covan Stewart, Esq. to Ann, 
youngest daughter of the late Mr Archi- 
bald Robertson, Peebles. 

, — At Arlary House, Kinross-shire, 
liieut. Edward Raylcy, R.N. to Mary, 
youngest daughter of the late David Wal- 
ker Arnott, Esq. of Arlary. t 

2t. At Jioith, David Frazer, Esq. com- 
mander of the Arcturus West Indiaman, 
to Hannah, eldest daughter of Alexander 
Siine, Esq. ship-builder, Leith. 

— At West Hurlct, Charles Farqu- 
luirson , M.D. lasbon, to Margaret, daugh- 
ter of dohn Wilson, Esq. of Thornley. 

25. At Craigie, 3*atrick George Skene, 
Esq. of Ilullyards, to Emily, second 
daughter of the late John llait. Esq. of 
Anniston. 

31. At Burntisland, John Leven, Esq. 
W.S. to Janet, youngest daughter of the 
late Rev. James Wcmyfcs, ^minister of 
that parish. 

Slptembkr 1. Here, Mr Jas. White, 
farmer, Kingsdalc Mains, to Helen, , 
daughter of the late James Chalmers, 
Esq. solicitor-at-law. 

— At Glasgow, James B. Dauhuz, Esq. 
lieutenant 1st royal dragoons, to Anne, 
daughter of Robert Hagart, Esq. 

5. At Orkie, by the Rev. Dr Barclay 
of Kettle, Robert Stocks, Esq. of Abdcn, 
to Jesse, daughter of the late John Thom- 
son, Esq. of llolkettic. 

At Hilltown, Patrick Bannerman, 
Esq. advocate, Aberdeen, to Anna Maria, 
second daughter of Sir William John- 
ston, Bartu of that Ilk. 

6*. At Prestonpans, Mr John White- 
cross, teacher, Edinburgh, to Helen, 
daughter of Mr John Heriot, lucrct^nt, 
Prestonpans. 

7. At Parkhill, Francis Gordon of Kin- 
cardine, to Isabella^ third daughter of 
Lieut.-Gen. John Gordon Cuming Skene,.! 
of Pitlurg and Dyee. 

— At Aberdeen, William Dauney, Esq. 


advocate, to Margaret, eldest tlaugh ter of 
the late John Black, Esq. of Ilalifajf, 
Nova Scotia. » 

7. At St Margaret’s* Hill, Ayrshire, 
^hos. Carlyle, Esq. advocate, fe Frances 

Wallace, sixth daughter of the Rev. Afch. 
Laurie, D.D. mitlister of Loudoun, 

8. At Portobello, John Livingstone, 
fEsq. merchant, Glasgow, to FJiza Adam, 
daughter of John Stewart, I^q. merchant, 

..London. 

IJ. At Birdsbaifk, Cullen, the Rev. F. 
W. Grant, minister of^Bunff, t<# Sophia, 
youngest daughter of Thomas Rannie, 
Esfii. ^ , 

— Captain Charles Hope, R.N. second 
son of the Right Hon. the Lord President 
of the Court of Session, to Anne, eldest 
daughter of Captain Webley Parry, R.N. 
and C.B. of Noyadd Trcfaur,ni the coun- 
ty of Cardigan. 

— At I Aide, 1 dent. - Colonel John M ac- 
donald of the .01st regiment, to Adriana, 
daughter of the late James M^Inroy, Ks.q. 
of lAide. 

— At Fortrose, the Rev, Archibald 
Brown, minister of St Andrew’s Church, 
Demerara, to Mrs Martha .lunor, daugh- 
ter of the late Colin JMartba, Esq. of 
Bennetsfield. * 

— At Mary-la- bonne Chufcli, Lirut.- 
Coloncl Latour-of Staucliton Lodge^’Bed- 
ford^hire, C.B., and Knight of the Guel- 
phic Order, to Urie Cameron Barclay Ju- 
nes, eldest daughttr of John innes. Esq. 
of Cowje, Kincardineshire. 

' 13. At Polmaly, Glen Urquhart, John 
Anderso'ii Robertson, Esq. W>>., to Isa- 
bella Eleanor, daughter of th^, lat^ Cap- 
tain, Johnson of the Royal Engineers, and 
felict of James Errol Gray, Esq. surgeon, 
Inverness. 

14. At Lasswade, Mr John Gellatly, 
agent for the Carron Company at Leith, 
to Abigail, eldest daughter of the late 
John'Nimmo, E6*q. W.S, 

15, At Kersemains, Robert Stenart, 
junior. Esq. W.S., to Elizabeth, ehlest 
daughter of Andrew Pringle, Esq, of 
Kersemains. 

' 3 8. At Forth Street, Edinburgli, |Ium- 

S brey Graham, Esq* to Joanna, youngest 
augntcr of Adam Wilson, Esq, depute- 
clerk of Session. 
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18, At Edinburgh, H. Palmer^ Esq. to 
J8usan, daughter of General Campbell, 
Priory, St Andrews* 

19. At Aldejrston, Charles Granville 
Stuart Menteath, Esq. to Cecilia Louis^ 
ygungest daughter of the late Walter Ce- 
cil*, Esq. of Moretoii JE^iFries. 

^0. At Stranraer, James Campbell Mil- 
Ipl-, Esq. wiue-mercliant, Bath, to Htdqii 
Boyd, eldest daughter of the late John 
Kerr, Esq. Surgeon in Stranraer. 

Alexander Waglit, Esq. W.S. t5 
Catherine/ daughter of the late Sir fames 
('ampdl'll of A?heruchil and Kilbrydc, 
Bart. ^ 

• 25? At Irvine, Dr S. A. Pagan, iflait- 
land Street, Edinburgh, td Elizabeth 
Miller, only daughtei of Dr ISIMCenzie, 
Irvine.* 

28, At Logan bank, John Mackenzie, 
Esip son of tic* late Sir Hector Macken- 
zie of (iairlocli, Bart, to Mary Jane, 
daughter of the Kcv. John Inglis, D.D. 

Old Greyfriars, Edinburgh. 

OcTonisR 1. At (ilasgow, Mr John 
Mudie, inanufacturer, to Jane t, youngest 
daughter of John Mackintosh, Esq. ac- 
countant. 

— ' At StewarJpon, Ayrshire, the Bev. 
Thf)uias Montgomery, minister of the 
^)arish Sanquhar, to Mary, daughter 
of Andrew Brown, Esq. writer in Stew- 
' arton. * ^ ♦ 

2. John Wliitefoord IM^KenzieJ Elsq. 
W.S. to Jane Campbell, daughter of the 
late John (Jordon, Esq. of (^arleton. 

3. At Edinburgh, Mr Archibald Canjp- 
bell, Leith, to Isabella, daughter of Mr 
Robert fieatic, Somers Toif ii, London. 

4. *In*St JoliiEs Chapel, Edinburgh, 
John Clerk Maxwell, Es(|. of Midtlle^e, 
advocate, to Eranccs, eldest daughter of 
the late llobert Ilodson Cay, Esq. Judge 
of the High Court of Admiralty in Scot- 
land.* 

5. At Dublin, Henry Grattan, Esq. 

ISf.P. for that city, to Mary b’Kellv, 
only child qf the late Philip Whitfield 
Harvey. • 

10* At Edinburgh, the Rev. James 
(Gregory, Precentor of Kildare, and Rec- 
tof%)f lIa];ristown, to Jane, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late Alexander Begbie of Lon^ 
don* 

— At Broughty Ferry, Alexander 
(^lay hills, Estp of In verge wrie, to Eliza- 


heth, eldest daughter of Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral David planter Buruside* 

--y At London, John Dean Paul, Esq. 
eldest son of Sir John Dean Paul, Bart, 
to Georgiana Georgina Beauclerk, of St 
Leonard s Lodge, Sussex, and grand- 
daughter of dm late Duke of Leinste% 

— At Wemyss Castle, the Right Hon. 
I^ord Loughborough, to Miss Wemyss of 
Wemyss. 

11. At Edinburgh, John Murray, 
Esq. London, to Caroline Jamima, eldest 
daughter of tjie late Sir John Leslie, Bart, 
of Findrassie. 

— At Dunfermline, Mr James Barks, 
merchant* Perth, to Eliza, eldest daugh- ' 
ter of the Rev. Dr Black. 

16. At Iiiverdunning,Stratheavn, Alc:^- 
ander Balfour, Esq. Dundee, to Miss Mar- 
garet Steuart of Inverdunning. 

17. At Old Aberdeen, the Rev. Dr 
Mackenzie, minister of lUyne, to Sophia 
Jane, only daughter of the late Rev. Wil- 
liam Mackenzie, chaplain, 72d regiment 
of foot. 

18. At Chorley, Captain Hay of the 
Carabineers, to Elizabeth, ehlest (laugh- 
ter of John Fowden 11 indie, Esq. of Gil- 
libraiid Hall, in the county of Lancaster. 

— At Jfetliwell Castle, JHajor Moray 
Stirling of Ardoch, to the Hon. Francis 
Efizabeth, daugliter of J^ord Douglas of 
Douglas* 

19. At St George's, Hanover Square, 
London, Henry Murray, Esq. youngest 
►son of the late Lord (ieorge /Murray, to 

Catherine Otway Cave, third daughter of 
the late Henry Otway, Esq. of Stanford 
Hall, Leicestershire. 

23. At Edinburgh, James IVPAlpine, 
Esq. merchant, Leith, to Janet Alexan- 
der, youngest daughter of Charles Until, 
Esq. 121rn How. 

— At Alderly, Cheshire, Captain Wil- 
liam Edward Parry, R.N., to Isabella 
J.ouisa, fourth daughter of Str John Tlio- 
inos Stanley, Bart. 

— At 1, Hanover Street, Mr Jolwi 
Arbinet, to Elizabeth, second daughter of 
Mr John Brash, secretary to the North 
British Insurance Company. 

— At Beanston* (raptain Macdonald, 
Royal Engineers, to Ramsay, daughter 
of the Hon. William Maulc of Panin ure, 
M.P. 

— At (dasgow, the Rev. William 
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Kirkintullctch, to Miss Smith of 
Kilmarnock: I 

23. At Glasgow, Adam Monteitli, Esq. 
to Jean, eldest daughter of Dr Chrystal. 

25. The Rev. James Maitland, mini- 
ster of Kells, to Jessie, third daughter of 
the late Captain Cosby Swindell NorvcU 
of Boghall. 

— Mr Daniel McLeod of London, to 
Elizabeth, second daughter of John Hun- 
ter, Esq. merchant, Edinburgh. 

— At Montquhannie, Fifeshire, Harry 
Gordon, Esq. of Knockespoke, to Ani^, 
youngest daughter of the late George 
Carnegie, Esq. of Pittarrow. ^ 

31. At Norristown Manse, Mr Alex- 
ander Muat, merchant, Stirling, to Janet 
Cunningham, eldest daughter of the Rev. 
John Sommers. 

Lately. At Stratford, Wilts, Thomas 
Smitli, Esq. of the Ionian Government 
Service, to Maria Louisa, daughter of 
Charles Roberts, Esq. 

NovfiMBEii 1. At Cherry Valley, coun- 
ty of Antrim, David Shaw, Esq. Ayr, to 
Glcncairn Dalrymple, eldest daughter of 
John Armstrong, Esq. Cherry Valley. 

2. At Craigmaddie, Captain Alexander 
Dirom, of the 8th King s Regiment, to 
.Ioanna Eliza, only child of Lieutenant- 
General Peter. , 

— At Merchiston House, William Ni- 
vison. Esq. surgeon, Strathmiglo, to Sa- 
rah Scott of Wooler, teacher of the Day 
School, Fountainbridge. 

6. At Haddington, Alexander Fyfey 
physidan, to Angelica, youngest daugh- 
ter of 'William Moir, Esq. 

8. At the hotel of the British Ambas- 
sador, at Paris, the Honourable Ferdi- 
nand St John, (attached to his Majesty’s 
Mission at Florence,) to Selina Charlotte, 
youngest daughter of Colond Keating, 
and niece to the Earl of Meath. 

— At the Manse of Kilmallie, Lieu- 
tenant John MThee, Vdth regiment, to 
Jane, third daughter of the Rev, Duncan 
MTntyre, minister of Kilmallie. ^ 

9. At Montrose, the Rev. John Lyiul 
of Blairgowrie, to Barbara, youngest 
daughter of Mr Jqmcs Watfcon, late 
stamp-master, Montrose. 

15. At Dolphington, Robert Brown 
Cunningham, Esq. Adelphi, London, to 
Elizabeth, second daughter ot Mr James 
Cunningham. 


16. Robert Gibbs Kinnibuifh, junior, 
of the Deaf and Dumb Institution, Gla&« 
gow, to Sarah, fourth daughter of Mr 
Thomas Gregory, York Place, Edin- 
burgh. • 

20. At Glasgow, Lieutenant John Kerr 
Gloag, of the 2(h Regiment of Bombay* 
Native Infantry, to Miss Elizabeth Aime 
M^Brair, daughter of Mr Archibald Mf- 
Brair, merchant in Glasgow. 

21. At George Square, ^r Brown, 

Leunie, to Mary, eWest daughter of the 
Rev.^Charles Wood, minister of^Wilton 
and Roberton. » * 

-y At Craigton, Alexander #Dawsoii, 
Esq? merchant, Glasgow, to Mary, se- 
cond daugfiter of David Dunlop, Esq. of 
Craigie. 

23. At the Marquis of Aylesbury’s 
Villa, at East Sheen, Thomas Frederick 
Vernon Wentworth, Esq.*of Wentwol-th 
Castle, county of York, to L^dy Augusta 
Louisa Brudenell Bruce, the eldest un- 
married daughter of the Marquis and 
Marchioness of Aylesbury. 

24.. At Dundee, the Rev. John Mac- 
farlane, Ardoch, to Janet Marshall, eld- 
est daughter of George Gray, Esq. 

— At Stoke Church,* Da venport> Clias. 
Leslie, Esq. of the Duke of Y ork’s Owui 
Rifle Corps, third son. of John Leslid, 
Esq.pf Bolqubaip and Fettfernour Hau«e; 
Aberdeenshire, to Mary, youngest daugh-^ 
ter of Major-General Sir Charles Hollo- 
way. 

25; At St Pancras, London, Major 
Anderson, of the 50ih regiment, to Mary, 
the only diu^tcr of Peter Camj^ell, Esq. 
late of Whitley Park, Northumberland. 

27. At Soulseat Manse, the rfev.^ohii 
Lamb, minister of Kirkmaiden, to Eliza, 
second daughter of the Rev. Peter Fer- 
guson, minister of Inch, 

29. At the Right Hon. the Lord Pro- 
vost’s, Lieut.- Col. Commandant William 
Dougls^s Knox, of Vlie Hon. East India 
Company’s service, on the Bengal esfei- 
blishinent, to Jane, eldest daughter of 
the late John Waite, Esq. London. 

30. At Morpeth, William Thompson, 
E|«q. to Ann, daughter of the late Robert 
Car, Esq. of Bowsdon, NorthumherlSind. 

— At Aberdeen, the Rev. Alexander 
Urquiiart of Tough, to Margaret, young- 
est daughter of the late Bailie George 
Forbes, merchant in Aberdeen. 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, kc. il I 


^ 30. Ati^irkaldy, Captain Rober||Tod, 

• of the whale ship Caledonia, of that port, 
to Jane, dau^iter of William llutchi.* 
son, Esq. there* 

DjiCfMBER 5. At Hanley, Staffordshii;^, 

• Captain Archibald Inglis, son of the late 

Vice-Admiral John Inglis of Auchen- 
dinny, to Catherine, third daughfer of 
.tne late Peter Warberton, Esq. of Bleak- 
hill, Staffordshire. * 

— At Sf Andrews, John Jobson, Esq. 
Dundee, to Margaret, eldest daughter 5f 
the l^e llev. John l)uff‘, D.l). nUnister 
of Kinfauns, Perthshire. 

ti. M Malta "JVrraee, William Tate, 
Ksq^lnerchant, London, to Mary, young- 
est daughter of the lite IMajor John 
Monro, of the lion. East India Cora- 
pany^i Service. 

7. At d«)dinbiirgh, Mr WiHiam Cock- 
l/urn, to Jajifc, only daughter of the late 
Mr Robert Uthshaw, JJncoln. 

U. At Toinperran, the Rev. James 
.Walker, A.M. minister of Muthill, to 
(Uiristian, daughter of James M‘J4areu, 
Esq. 

12, At 50, Queen Street, Mr John 
l.audcr Curphin, mercliant in Leith, to 
Margaret, daughter of William Scott, 
Ksq. surgeon, llawick. 

15. At Kcir Street, iMr Andrew Turn- 
hudl, act»ouiTlaiit of Excise, to Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter’ of tfle Rev. James M. 
Robertson, minister of Livingstotic. 

— At the Manse of Moffat, Mr Ro- 
bert Tod, merchant, Liverpool, to .lancy* 
daughter of the Rev. Alex. Johnston, 
minister of JMoffat. . 

At Streathani Chiich, near Lon- 
doi\, ]\lr Henry Dunn, late of Notting- 
ham, to Euphemia, second daughtgr of 
Mr Ebenezer Birrel, Kirkaldy. 

If). At York Place, Mr William M‘- 
Crie, merchant, Edinburgh, second sou 
of file Rev. Dr M'Crie, to Isabella, only 
daughter of the late Captain Charles 
•Greig, of the Mon. East India (Company’s 
service. *. 

— At Naughton House, Fifeshire, 
Williwn Burnettf Estj. of the Bombay 
army, to Isabella M^orison, only dajigh- * 
t^r of Andrew Pitcafrn, Esq. of Pitcullo. 

— At Banff, John Barlet, Flsq. of 
Hentiuck Street, London, Doctor of Me- 
dicine, to Mary, eldest daughter of Co- 
lonel George Ciorden Robinson of Banff 


20. At Edinburgh, Henry Alonteitli, 
Esq. of Curstairs, to Miss SarAli Fud&i;- 
tom daughter of the late WQliam Ftu- 
larton. Esq. of Carstairs. 

— At Dalhousic Grange, John l\U 
chardson, Esq. of Pitfour, to Aliss Mary 
Hay, third daughter of the Ute James 
Hay, Esq. of Colliepriest. 

21. At Sweetbank, Fife, David Peatt, 
Esq. Coates, to Elizabeth, daughter of 
Neil Ballinggall, Esq, Sweetbant. 

— At Clerk Street, William Tail, 
Holms Mill, to Elizabeth, yuuimest 
daughter ortVIr James Tait, 1>ookseller. 

23. At Bowdcii Church, John A. Mur- 
ray, Esq*! to Miss Rigby, eldest daughtci^ 
of the late Win. Rigby, Esq. of Oldffqld 
Hall, Cheshire. T 

25. At Dumfries, the Rev. Jacob HU 
chardson, iniuister of Largs, to Wilhel- 
mina, daughter of the Rev. Dr Alex. 
Scott, minister of St Michaers Church, 
Dumfries. 

— At Edinburgh, Mr George Simson, 
of the Ed’*d)urgli Drawing Institution, 
to Clotilde, youngest daughter of 3\Ir 
Joseph Gruiidcau of I.yons. 

2(i. At Sunnyside, Robert Moir, Esq. 
surgeon, East Linton, to Anne, young- 
est daughter of the late John Foni»an, 
Esq. Corsiorpbine. 

^ 2s. At Studlcy Priory, Oxfordshire, 
Charles Wetherell, M.P. his Majesty 
Attorney- General, to Jane Sarah Eliza- 
beth, second daughter of Sir Alexander 
Crokc. 

— At Edinburgh, Major Hugh JVI^- 
Gregor, G3d regiment, to Margaret, oldest 
daughter of the late Ah x. ICdgar, Ksq. of 
Wedderley, .lam.iiea. 

— At Edinburgh, the llev. Robert 
Watt, Benochy, to Catherine Christina 
Whytt, relict of the Rev. William An- 
derson of AbbotshalJ. 

DKATHS. / 

January 1. At Dumfries, Ann J,daagh- 
j^ex of James Dalzell, Esq. of Iton- 
'c*rosh. 

— At his house, Argyll Court, Glas- 
gow, .John Carnegie, Esq. 

— At Marstori House, Viscount Dun- 
gar van, aged 27. 

— At his house, liauristoii Place, 
Edinbuiljh, William Luwrie, Efcq. wri- 
ter. 
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1 . At Leith, Mr Thomas Shirrefi*, 
glazier th^e, 

— * At Comhill, near Ayr, Lieutenant 
John Cavendish, late of the 4th royal 
veteran battalion, aged 49 years* 

At Glasgow, Mr John Bell, teach* 
er of languages, aged 32 yea^s, much and 

a regretted. He was a man who, 
e extent of his knowledge in an- 
cient, modern, and especially Eastern 
literature, was an ornament to the city 
and the University of Glt^ow. He was 
acquainted with the Latin,^Greek, He- 
brew, French, German, Spanish, I^ian^ 
Dutch, Saxon, Teutonic, Gothic, Ice- 
landic, Portuguese, Arabic, FeriSic, Chal- 
djsic, Sanscrit, Hindostanee, Bengalee, 
and several other languages ; and he pos- 
sessed such a critical knowledge of many 
of them, as not only to relish their beau- 
ties, but even to enter into the merits of 
the critics who have professed to write 
grammarsandlexfconsof those languages, 
and to publish editions of works written 
on them. He was the undaunted anta- 
gonist of the celebrated Dr Lee, Profes- 
sor of Arabic in the University of Ox- 
ford; and so powerful were his criti- 
cisms, that the learned Professor found 
it necessary to reply to them,' once and 
again, in tiie Asiatic Journal. 

— • At Manse of Lumphanan, the Re^ 
William Shand, minister of that parish, 
in the 87th year of his age, and SGih of 
his ministry. 

3. At Marseilles, of a long and painful 
disorder. Marshal Suchet, Duke of Al- 
bufera, one of Bonaparte’s favourite ge- 
nerals. 

— At Edinburgh, Wm. Brodie, Esq. 
of Milton. 

4. At Lonmay, in the 81st year of his 
age, the Rev. William Sangster, who for 
hfly-seven years held the pastoral charge 
of the Episcopal congregation in that 
p^ish. Mr Sangster W'as the last sur- 

whom the penS^ statutes, ^ hap^y'r^ 
pealed by a wise and tolerant Goverh- 
ment in 1792, were put in force. 

While on his passage from Chitta- 
gong to Calcutta, Captiiin Alex. C. Bur- 
nett, of the 64th regiment* 

— At Portobello, Lady Stirling of 
Glorat. • 


6. Hawthombank, the iitfatit son 
of Thomas Graham, Esq. W.S. * 

— At Carlton Place, Gllysgow, Barbara 
Robb, third daughter of Hector Grant, 
n^erchant there. • 

— At Holyrood Gardens, Edinburgh^ . 
Mr John Miller, gardener, aged 66. 

— At Manse of Coldstone, the Rev. 
Robert Farquharson, aged 78. 

— At her house, North Ldth, iu the 
68th year of her age, Mr# Margaret 
Warrack, widow of the late Charles Gor- 
don, Bsq. Collector of Excise, Kelp. 

^ At West Linton, William Kcydcn, . 
Esq. of Lynedale, W.S. 

— kt Glasgow, Henry Erskine, young- 
est son of Mr Walter Wardlaw, Rich- 
mond Street. 

6. James Nisbet, Esq. of Lambden. 

7. At Dunkeld, after a shoit illness, 
Lieutenant Simon Marchisdo, of tlie roy- 
al marines. 

9. At Dean Lodge, Edinburgh, Mrs 
Jean MoncriefP, relict of Adam Cun-c 
ningham. Esq. of Bonnington. 

— At his house, Salisbury Square, 
Pleasance, Edinburgh,, after a short ill- 
ness, Mr Sime Huthven, of the Scotsman 
Office, much regretted. 

10. At his house, at Richmond, Sir 

David Dundas, Bart. Serjeant- Surgeon 
to the King. s « « 

* J ames Bait, Esq. of Viewfield, near ' 

Edinbtirgh, while sitting by the fire after 
dinner, fell back in his chair and breath- 
ed his last, in the arms of his sister, who 
ran«to support him. 

11. At Pprtpbcllo, Mr Thoma^ Dick, 
of the Excise, 'much regretted. 

— At Hillhousefield, Leith, Mrs flo- 
ra Barclay ; and, at Cheltenham, on the 
11th current. Miss Anna Barclay, daugh- 
ters of the late Mr William Barclay. 

— At South Fort Street, Leith, Mrs 
Janet Walker, wife of Mr William Reid, 
booksellqr/^Leith. ^ 

— At Leuchars, Fife, Helen Heddcrn 
wick, wife of 'Mr George Webster, sur- 
geon, after a short and severe illness. 

12. At her house) Salisbury •^Plaoe, 
Ney^rington, Edinburgh, Mrs Elizabeth 
Tindal, widow of Mr Thomas. Youiig, 
teacher, Edinburgh. 

— At Edinburgh, Jean, third daugh- 
ter of Mr William Williamson, writer. 
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0 ( cllolera, while on field duty with 
hifi regiment, against theCalapoor Rajah, 
in the aouthem^ Mahratta country, An- 
drew Gibsrni, Esq, M.D. surgeon in the 
service df the Hon. East India Companyf 
^ Reinbay. 

• ^ At Vienna, at an advanced age, 
Bqaon John f'ylFe, a native of this city. 

• At Inverness, Mrs Fraser, relict of 
the late William Fraser, Esq. Commis- 
sary of InvAness. 

13. At Coilessan, ^Argyllshire, in her 
.51st yijpr,* after a painfiil and prot Acted 
illness, MargarSb Campbell, spouse of 
Johi^aeopbell, Esq- 
— Slateford, Miss Jo^na Tnbm- 
son, daughter of the late Mr John Thom- 
son, shipmaster, Leith. 

— At Manse of Aboync, the Rev. 
Thomas Ohrdon, minister of Jiboyne, in 
thS 83d year df Jiis age. 

— At Florence, William Slade, Esq. 
R.N. 

■ — On board the ship Pomona, while 
on a voyage to Jamaica, Lieut. -Colonel 
Mark Howard Drummond, of Kelty, late 
of the 72d, or Albany Highlanders. 

— At Concordia, in the island of To- 
bago, Dr Andrevf Kenney, formerly phy- 
sician in Edinburgh. 

• — At^Eastflola, Mr James Taylor, 

merchant, • GRisgoyr. , , ^ 

• — At Aberdeen, Mr William Leslie, 

• late merchant, in the 75th year of his 
age. 

— . At Hendersyde Park, aged 70, 
George Waldie, Esq. of Hendersyde, one 
of his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, and 
a Dejmty- Lieutenant for the county of 
Roxburgh. 

— At Glasgow, at her father's liouse, 
5, Carlton Place, Mrs Catharine Garden, 
relict of the late Archibald Ferrier, Esq. 
JiV.S.^Edinburgb. 

— *At Glasgow, Mrs Janet Anderson, 
wife of Mr John Stei^art, wine fti archant; 
and, on the 11th, their infant daugh- 
ter. • * 

li. At Picardy Place, Edinburgh, Miss 
Elizabd^ Clerk, daughter of the late 
John Clerk, Esq. of FJdin, and siste% of 
liOnl Kidm. % 

— At St John's Hill, Edinburgh, Mrs 
Christian Sutherland, daughter of the 
late Rev. John Suthwland, minister of 


Dornoch, Suthcriandshire, ami relict of 
the late M% William Bruce, bankel^' 
Edinburgh. 

15. At Edinburgh, Mr John Steele, 
senior, late confectioner, Prince's Street. 

— At Newhtreti, Leith, in the 
year of his age, Lieutenant George Harw 
ris, R.N’, superintendent of the ferry at 
that place. The public service has, by 
this excellent man's death, lost a most 
able, sealous, and indefatigable officer. 

— At Hol^t Street, Brompton, Alex. 
I^^urmonth, Esq. late merchant in Lon- 
don. 


— At^t .Tobn’s Street, Edhiburghf 
Miss Ann Balfour, youngest daughter 
the late Robert Balfour Ramsay, Esq. 
Balbirny. 

— At his house, Infirmary Street, 
Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Auehterlonle. 

— At tlolland Place, West St Vincent 
Street, Glasgow, Alexander Macdonald, 
Eso. 

•A. At Jordanhill estate, island of Tri- 
nidad, Francis Brown, Esq. aged 30. 

10. At Crossford, near Lanark, aged 
6.9, Richard Vary, Esq. late Clerk of thC 
Peace for the County of Lanark. 

— At Edinburgh, in the 59th year of 
his age, Mr John Potts Halbert, late of 
Jjpwcastle-upon-Tyne. 

— At Nantes, Miss Isabella Dennis- 
toun Brown, daughter of the late Alex. 
Brown, Esq. merchant in Glasgow ; and, 
at the same place, tliree hours before, her 
•nephew, Walter, eldest son of Humphrey 
Ewing Maclae of Cathkin, Esq. 

17. At Hoynton Street, Kensington, 
Alex. Murray, Esq. late of the Commit- 
sariat Department. 

— At Kedgeree, Bengal, William And. 
Chalmer, Esq. Judge and Magistrate of 
Bhaugulppre, second son of James CliaU 
mer. Esq. Abingdon Street, Westmin- 
ster. 

— At his horfsc. Rose Street, Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Chisholm, smith and 
if^ninonger. 

— At her house, Bristo Port, Edin- 
burgh, Mrs Isabella Potts, relict of the 
late Mt Thoraa\ Potts, merchant in 


Edinburgh. 

— At Annan, Mrs Margaret Scott, 
spouse of John Dalgliesh, Esq. of Pres- 
tonfield. 
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18. At his house in Durham, highly re- 
;)pected, aged 73, Andrew IHiilip Skene, 
B.A. of New York, Esq. of Ilallyardsr, in 
Fife, and Kilmacoe, Wicklow, Ireland, 
only son of the late Colonel Philip Whar- 
ton Skene of Skenesborough, United 
States, and of Hackleton, Northampton- 
shire, Governor of Crown Point and Ti- 
conderago, North America. This gentle- 
man was a descendant of the famous Sir 
William Wallace, and traces his descent 
from the year 1014-, from the first Skene 
of Skene, according to tradition, a younj;^ 
er son of the (Donalds) Lords of the 
Isles. He also held a military cojiimission 
in the British service above sixty years. 
His remains were interred in the Cathe- 
dral, on the 21st instant, and were borne 
to his vault, according to his request, by 
eight soldiers. A few weeks before his 
death, he requested the following epitaph 
to be placed on his tomb : — Terrie Fi- 
lius in terrara hie reposuit." 

— At Dundee, Mrs .Tane Cliahrfirs, 
relict of David Walker, Esq. of Palfield. 

— At Bedford Place, Alloa, Mrs Agnes 
Wilson, spouse of Mr John Wilson, 
writer there, much regretted. 

— Jean M‘Kcnzie, spouse of William 
Williamson, Esq. of Carinyle.* 

— Killed at Bhurtpore, Captain Joljn 
Brown, of the 3ist regiment of Bengal 
Native Infantry, at the early age of 31 
years. 

— Killed, at the storming of Bhurt- 
pore, Captain Armstrong, of the Hth' 
British infantry, eldest son of Lieut.- Co- 
lonel Armstrong, formerly of the CIth 
foot. 

— At Poitobcllo, Mrs Major Lyell, 
much lamented. 

— At Selkirk, Margaret, daughter of 
the late Andrew Henderson,. Esq. of 
Midgehope, in the 18th year of her age. 

19. At Ayr, Mrs JMary Boss, wife of 
Dr W. Donaldson, physician in Ayr. 

— At Edinburgh, Miss Isabella Shep- 
herd, daughter of the late Rev. Geoiyre 
Shepherd, minister of Newbattlc. 

— At his brother's house, 3, jMansfiekl 
Place, Edinburgh, JV^r Richard* Storrar, 
baker, Edinburgh. 

20. At bis bouse, in Bryanstone Street, 
London, D. W. Ruddiman, in the 70 th 
year of his age, Ibrincrly in life servite of 


the Hon. East India Companyf and phy« 
sician to his Highness the Nabob of the* 
Carnatic. ^ 

20. At Edinburgh, Mr Alex. Hay, 
ly-ushmaker, in the 65th year ofhis age. 

— At the house of her only surviving, 
son, Robert Campbell, late chamberlain 
of Hoseneath, in her 98th year. Mrs Jsqri 
Stewart, relict of the late Rev. William 
Campbell, minister of Kilcbrenan and 
Dalavicli, Argyllshire, and daughter of 
James Stewart, Esq. of Cluny, in the 
coun^^ of Perth, by Elizabeth; sjster of 
Patrick Campbell, Esq» *of Monzic, one 
of tlm Senators of the College ofii Juj^ticc. 
By to whom this interesting atm ve- 
nerable lady was known, she cannot but 
be held in very pleasing remembrance. 
Of an accomplished mind, and cktreme 
elegance oY person and manners, she re- 
tained the perfect possessuiTi of all her la- 
culties to the last hour of a life distin- 
guished for wisdom and piety. 

— At Kirkmaideii Manse, the Rev. 
James French, minister of tlmt parish, 
in the 44th year of his age and 9th of his 
ministry. 

— At Glasgow, IMr J. Dick, student 
of medicine, third son' of the Rev. Dr 
Dick, Glasgow. • 

— At Belleville, Stranraer, Miss Am\it 
^lax well, fourth daughter of the late Wil- 
liam Maxwell, Esq. of’Ardwcil. 

— *At Edinburgh, Miss Mary Stewart, 
third daughter of the deceased Robert 
Stewart, Esq. of Binny. 

^1. At his resilience, Mcdloch Cottogc, 
near Manchester, William Mitchell, Esq. 
in the 57th year of his age. 

— At Mount Stuart, in the 21sP year 
ofher'kge, Gertrude Amelia Villiers Stu- 
art, only daughter of the late Lord Henry 
and I. ally Gertrude Stuart, of a rapid de- 
cline. 

22. At her house, 16, Broughton Street, 
Edinbqr{A», Mis Helen Hay, relict of 
George Adinston of Careant. 

23. At her house, Tavistock Place, Lon- 
don, Mrs Elwabeth Chisholm, relict of 
Alexander Chisholm, late of Ofcisholm, 
li\yerness- shire, a^cd 68. 

— In Pitt Street, Portobello, Mrs rJa- 
Via Maxwell, relict of the late Major lla- 
liiilton Maxwell of Ardwell. 

— At J Jverpool, on his way from Arne- 
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rica, ag«I 23 years, Jolni, third son of 
► TSlr John Richanlson, manufacturer, 
Edinburgh, much regretted. 

93. At Befte Vue, near Dublin, the 
Right €^lon. the Countess of Egmont, ^f- 
. icr a long and painful illness. 

•* At jVlorehattle, Mr James Culd- 
liprtson, feuar there, in the 98th year of 
. his age. ^ 

95. At Montrose, Henry Renny, Esq. 
in the 88l!i year of his age. 

— At Easington, Capt. Landles, R.N. 
95. At Chelsea, in the 43d yeA of his 
age. Captain Richard Grant, on half pay 
63d regiment. 

At Roddinghead, George Dftuglas, 
Esq. of Roddinghead. * 

— In Seymour Street, London, the 
Countess of IJarcourt. 

— A^ Edinburgh, Mr Robert Butter- 
Worth lluntorn, student of medicine, 
only son jof the late Robert Runcorn, 
Esq. Manchester. 

, — At Warriston Crcscctit, the infant 

son of Mr Adams, wine merchant. 

— On his passage from India, Air 
Peter Rose M‘Intosh, youngest son of 
the late Andrew M^ntosh, Esq. mer- 
chant in Forrefi. 

• 27. At his house, York Place, Edin- 
• burgh, jn the ^4lh year of his age, James 
Mihite, •Es(f. formerly in the service of 
the Honourable*East India CorapanyJ* 

— At her house, in George •Street, 
Edinburgh, Miss Catharine Hope, daugh- 
ter of the late Sir Archibald Hope i)f^ 
Craighall, Bart. • 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs AJary Brown, 
wife 01 the Rev. Dr Andrew Brown, one 
of Ihe^ministers of this city, and Profes- 
sor of Rhetoric in the University. . 

-—At Southfield, by Auchtermttclity, 
much and justly regretted by a nume- 
rous circle of friends and acquairitanec, 
Gcdrge ICcltie, h^.sq. late tenant of Falk- 
land wood, in the 7^tli year erf his age. 

, — At Torbanehiil, Mrs Bogle Smcl- 
lic, of Torbanehiil. • 

— At Valleyfield, Cukoss, in tlie 76th 
year his age, James Stewart, Esq. of 
Glasgow. Few men liave passed through ' 
t;§ long life with a*more amiable cha- 
racter ; in his heart there was no guile. 

28. In the 5l8t year of his age, Mr 
Francis Laing, merchant, Newburgh. 

— At Paisley, in the 33d year of his 


iqre, after an illness of three days, Air 
Alexander fPaton, late doth merchant 
there. 

28. At Scalloway, Airs Scott, of Scal- 
loway, in the 66th year of her age, after 
a long and painful illness, which she 
bore with great patience and Christian 
resignation. Her extensive and unos- 
tentatious charity to the poor will long 
be remembered with gratitude, while her 
surviving family and friends can never 
forget the kindness of her heart, and her 

^many othq* good qualities. ^ 

29. At Alonkwood AIill,*AIrs Alarion 
Curry, aged 100, relict of Thomas AD- 
Skimmtng of Traboch Mill. She had 
five children, forty grandchildren, a^d 
seventy-four great-grandchildren, and 
throughout her long life it is said she 
never tasted medicine. 

— At Arundel, in the SOih year of 
her age, the Hon. Airs Howard, relict of 
the late Henry Howard, Esq. and mo- 
ther of Lord Howard of Effingham. 

— At Aberdeen, Air John Gill, advo- 
cate in Aberdeen, aged 32 years. 

30. At Glasgow, John Wallace Do- 
zier, Esq. second son of William llozier, 
Esq. of Newlands. 

31. At Dumfries, Mr .Joseph Thom- 
son, formerly solicitor before the Supreme 

*T)ourts. 

— At Cawen, France, Walter Dawes, 
youngest son of James I’aterson, Esq. 

— At Canisbay, in the Presbytery of 
Caithness, the Rev. James Smith, miiiis-^ 
ter of that parish. 

— At his house, in Berner's Street, 
I.ondon, of a short illness, .John Camp- 
bell, Esq. the Accountant- (General to the 
(!ourt of Chancery. Mr Camj)bell was 
in the 75th year of his age. His com- 
plaint was an ii^fiammation in the chest. 

— At her father's house. No. 11, St 
Leonard's Hill, Edinburgh, Elizabcili, 
daughter of Pafrick Davidson, writer. 

— At Maiific of Carnock, tin* Rev 
Alexander Thomson, who had been mi- 
*nister of the parisli for forty-five years, 
lie died in the 69 th year of his age?. 

— At Gifford bank, East Lothian, Mr 
William (iilbertson, factor to the Most 
Noble the ]Marquis of Twceddale. His 
relations ainl friends will please accept of 
this notification of his death. 

— At Queenston, Up|>( r Canada, Wil- 
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hdmina Dmham^ spouse of Francis Ilallj 
Esq. civil engineer there, and daughter 
of the late Mr Thomas Dennam, Regis- 
ter Office, Edinburgh. 

31. In Bengal, Captain Archibald Mont« 
gomerie, late Commander of the Bogle- 
pore Hill Rangers, son of A ..Montgome- 
rie, Esq. formerly of the Bengal Civil 
Service. 

Late^f, At Beverley, in Yorkshire, 
Lord Arthur Paget, of the 7th Hussars, 
son of the Marquis of Anglesea. 

— At Prpme, in the Burno^n territory^ 
Lieutenant* Alexander I'homson, of the 
Bengal horse artillery, eldest son of Geo. 
Thomson of Fairlay. * 

— At Liverpool, Sir William Barton, 
Knt. one of the oldest merchants of that 
town engaged in the West India trade, 
and for many years principal of the firm 
of Messrs Barton, Irlam, and Iligginson. 

— In Seymour Street, Portman Square, 
London, Anne, widow of Admiral Sir 
James Wallace. 

— In St Domingo, Mademoiselle Celic 
Petion, daughter of the late President of 
Hayti, in the 20th year of her age. Her 
loss has caused much sorrow to the inha- 
bitants of Hayti, and will be severely felt 
by the poor, to whom she devoted much 
of her income. 

— At Arcot, in the East Indies, Lied^ 
tenant George Cheape, of the 1st regi- 
ment of Madras cavalry, youngest son of 
John Cheape, Esq. of Kossie. 

— At Woolbeding, Lady Robert Spen- 
cer, aged 76. 

— At Panlang, in the Burman Empire, 
Captain Patrick Forbes, of his Majesty's 
4*7 ih regiment, eldest son of Msyor For- 
bes, Stirling. 

— At Annan, Margaret, relict of the 
late Captain Irving of Carse,^ aged 77 
years. 

Feuruauy 1. At New Orleans, Air 
Robert Bogle, merchairt there, formerly 
of Glasgow. 

— At Bombay, Lieut. Frederick A. 
Arnaud, of the 22d regiment of NatiVfe 
Infantry. 

— At Tobaga, near Panama, *Captaiii‘ 
.Tames Ramsay, of the Columbian navy^ 
eldest son of the late Rev. James Ram- 
say of Glasgow, The circumstance at- 
tending the death of this yobng officer 


is peculiarly distressing, having b^cu 
sassinated by his ^nner, while asleep hi . 
bed, aboard of his own ship, the Guay- 
aquilna — the assassin insfjsintly termina- 
tipg his own existence. 

1. At Haddington, Thomas Fairbairn, 

Esq. Sheriff- Substitute of Haddington- 
shire. „ , 

— At the mains of Brigton, Hu^i 
Maxwell, £s^. of Halkerton. 

— At Gosiorth House, nearNewc s- 
tle, diaries John Biandling, Esq. M. P. 
for Northumberland. 

2. At Berwick-upon-Tweed, Hinnah, 
Lady of James P'orster, Esq. ^of' that 
town( in the 49th year of her age. P 

— At Leith, Mrs Jane Smith, Char- 
lotte Street, aged 58. 

— At Cove of Cork, Mr Robert Mac- 
farlan, son*of the late Andrew Macfarlan, 
Esq. of Auchrossan. • • 

— > At the York Hotels Dover, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Scott, late of the royal ar- 
tillery. ^ 

— At Gairscraft, near Springkell, John 
Johnson, aged 92. He entered the ser- 
vice of the Springkell family upwards of 
seventy years ago ; and since he has been 
unable to work, he has ‘received a year- 
ly allowance, and free house, from {?ir 
John H . Maxwell. Lady Maxwe^ and the « 
young ladies used frequently ta visiuhe < 
%ed Couple in tlidr humble dwelling, 
and supply them with many comforts. 
He has been married sixty- seven years, 
and his partner (two years older than he 
wag) still survives him. It is remark- 
able, that diough they have lived so long 
together, tnis^is the first time thkt death 
has entered their dwelling. TlnSir debt 
chUdresi still survive them ; and he has 
left children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren, to the number of 120. 

3. At Edinburgh, John Peat, Esq. 

S.S.C. aged 76. * 

— At die seat ofJEarl Howe, at Gop- 
sall, in 'the 56th year of her age, tl|e 
Countess of Cardigan. , 

4. At Dura JHouse, Alexander Bayne, 

Esq. of Rires. , ^ 

— At George's Place, Leith Walk, 
Mfs Agnes Blackid, wifeof James Chcyuc, 
Esq. merchant, Leith. 

— At Rome, where he had gone for 
the benefit of his health. Lieutenant Wil- 
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^ara WAnyss Fraser, of the 44.th regi- 
ment, youngest son of the late Mr John 
Fraser, lihivos, Sutherlandshire. 

3, At Dykehead, Mr Robert Richard- 
son, lale Provost Lochmaben. • 

* •. — At Peebles, James Jfer, Esq. Pro- 
vost of Peebles. 

.•‘6. At Rome, John Hugh Maclean, 

• Esq. younger of Ardgour. • 

y- At j^thhead, Mrs Elizabeth Carse, 
relict of me late Mr Andrew Gordcui, 
Preston, aged 81. * 

8. At Harro^gate, Mrs Charles Thom- 
son, of Edinburgh. 

M . lit Crreenock, Mrs Rosina Hunter, 

: of the late James H uniter. Esq. 

15. At Dalkeith, Mr E. Bell, Hector 
of the Grammar School there. 

1(>1 At Cheltenham, Majoy Frederick 
Corfield,* fonncrly Deputy Military Au- 
di tor- (Tcncral an Bengal . 

— At Edinburgh, Mary, the wife of 
Ken. Treasurer, 10, Terrace, aged Ol. 

• — At No. 2, Fettes Row, Edinburgh, 

Margaret Agnes, only daughter of Cap- 
tain David Campbell, of the 08th regi- 
ment. 

18. At Mamco Gaily, Jamaica, Mrs 
Shand, wife of^William Shand of Arn- 
, Ifall, Esq. 

1.0. At Montrose, in the 25th year of 
hcl age? Helen , II untcr Taylor, .scco^l 
daughter of Mr William Taylor, T^ondon. 

21. At her brother’s house, Castle 
Street, Edinburgh, Miss Isabella Sti- 
vens. * 

23* The Right Hon. Elizabeth Har- 
riet,, I>owagcr Viscountes# Warren Bul- 

keVy-* 

25. At Tiawricstoii, Glasgow^ in the 
29th year of his age, Robert C. Graham 
Gordon, third son of Peter Gordon, wri- 
ter. 

. At his house. 227, High Street, 
Edinburgh, Mr John Kay, in the 81<th 
year of his age. * • 

• — At his house, in George Street, Ha- 
nover Squjfrc, London, Viscount Carle- 
ton, aged 87. The title Is extinct. His 
lordsli^ was one 6f the Irish represcu- 
t^ive peers. • • 

— At^ Falkirk, the Rev. Win. Burns, 
in the 88tli year of his age. 

— At Mary field, Ross- shire, the Rev. 
Donald Mackcir/ie, minister of Fodderty, 


in the 58th year of hrs age, and 37th of 
his ministiy. 

At Caldra, IVIiss Helen Low, daugh- 
ter of the late Alexander Low, Esq. of 
Laws, Berwickshire. 

— At Laurencekirk, in the 65th year 
of his age; Alexander Gardiner, Esq. 
late Colonel of the Royal Montrose Vo- 
lunteers — a man of superior attainments 
and fascinating manners— H^qually ad- 
mired in the fidd and in the social circle. 
In the day of prosiwrity, his car was ever 
riopen to the plaint of the poor, and his 
hand eve^rcady to relieve their wants. 

2(5. Edinburgh, Janet, only daugh- 
ter of William Baird, Esq. late farmer 
of Lochend. 

27. At her son’s house, Dublin Street, 
Edinburgh, Mrs Ballantyne, late mer- 
chant in Kelso, aged 78. 

— At Edinburgh, Ens. Walter Thom- 
son, late of the 3d royal veteran batta- 
lion. 

— After a long and painful illness, 
Miss Rebecca Shiells, Hope I’ark, Edin- 
burgh. 

28. At Dingwall, Donald Caiurron, 
Esq. principal clerk of tin* peace, kc, for 
the counties of Ross and Cromarty, aged 

71 . * 

^ March. At Ilawal Bush, in the East 
Indies, Captain Alexander Durie, of the 
Honourable East India Company’s ser- 
vice. 

1. At St Thornas, Mr Archibald Gal- 
braith. 

— AtSouthford, Christina, third daugh- 
ter of the late John Stenhouse, Ksq. 
younger of Southlbrd. 

— Sir John Aubrey, Bart. D.C.I^. and 
M.P. in his H(>th year. Sir John Aubrey 
was Father of the House of Commons, 
having sat without intermission in ele- 
ven successive Parliaments. 

— At Waterford, after a short illness, 
Mr Alexander Loifer, manager of the 
l^ovinciul Bank of Ireland, there, and late 
.%ccountant of the Stirling Bank. 

2. Lord Downes, the Ex- Chief Jus- 
, tice of the Court of King’s Bench, Ire- 
land, • 

— At Drygrange, Susanna, youngest 
daughter of the late Archibald Tod, Esq. 
of Drygrj^ngc. 

— At his scat of Moyhall, St David’s, 
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Jamaica, Alexander Mackintosh, Esq. of 
Moyhall. ‘ t 

3. At Pwnychronon, near Conway, 
North Wales, Jane, only daughter of Sir 
David Erskine of Cambo, Bart. 

4. At his father's house, 39, North 
Hanover Street, Edinburgh, \leeply re- 
gretted by all who knew liirn, Mr A. P. 
Marshall, in his 29th year. 

— At Bal bardie House, Linlithgow- 
shire, Rachel, third daughter of Alex. 
Marjoribanks, Esq. of Marjoribanks. 

— At Leith, Mrs Margaret TiOurie,, 
relict of the late Mr 11. D. Lsmg, mer- 
chant there. 

— At St Roques, Mr McMillan Jame- 
son, M.D. late Surgeon General, royal ar- 
tillery, aged ()9. 

— At Muirburn, James Alston, Esq. 
of Muirburn. 

— At Dumfries, Mrs Gilchrist, sen. 
aged 8(i, relict of the late Jas. Gilchrist, 
Esq. 

.5. At Calcutta, Captain Patrick Dud- 
geon, of the 1 4th regiment of Bengal 
native infantry, and commandant of the 
Silhet local corps. 

— At Kelton, Ninian Hair Scott, Esq. 
of Knockenstol). The deceased served in 
the American war, latterly as Captain of 
the 63d regiment, and was distinguished 
for his bravery and good conduct. 

— At Inverary, Miss Bell Maclachlan, 
eldest surviving daughter of the late 
Arch. Bell Maclachlan, Esq. of Craigen- 
terne, Argyllshire. 

— At JMuirkirk, in the 81th year 
her age, Mrs Janet Anderson, relict of 
]VIr John Lapraick, late of Dalfram, well 
known to most of our readers as the in- 
timate friend of Burns. 

— At Stirling, Miss Helen Colquhoun, 
daughter of the late Robert Colquhoun, 
Esq. of Camstraddan. 

— At Toulouse, Madame La Perouse, 
widow of the celebrated naturalist of that 
name, aged 80 years. 

— At Inxion, aged 81, Mrs Helep 
Far(iuh arson, relict of the late Thomas 
Mitchell, Esq. 

6. At his house, 3, Great King Street, 
Edinburgh, Mr John Gariocli. 

— At 28, Broughton Place, Edin- 
burgh, IMorgaret Ann, youngest daugh- 
ter of the Rev. Dr David Ritcnie, aged 
12 ycan\ 


6. At Rosehall, Geo. Adam (Vraham,^^ 

aged 21, second son of Mr Geo. Graham, 
jeweller. t , 

— At his seat, Redgrave HalL Suf- 
folk, George Wilson, Esq. Admiral of the 
Red. • 

— The Hon. Colonel John Lindsay,’’ 
brother of the late ‘Earl of Balcarras. 

John Kerr, Esq. Provost of Dum- 
fries, in the 54th year of his age, after 
an jllness of fourteen days. Tffe funeral 
was most numerously tittendcd ; accord- 
ing to a moderate calculation inatje by 
individuals capable of judgilig, there i^erc, 
fully 5po ; and the concourse of sp0^‘tators 
of this melappboly scene is supposea to 
have amounted to no less than five thou- 
sand souls. 

7. At King's Place, Leith Walk, ‘Mrs 
Margaret Kfedley, relict of the late Mr 
John King. 

— At Aberdeen, Mr Archibald Tytler, 
merchant, in the 70th year of his age. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Catharine Som- 
racrville, in the 08th year of her age ; 
and on the loth instant, Mr William 
Gibson, jun. late merchant, Lawnmarket, 
Edinburgh, her husband, in the 00th 
year of his age— both infich and justly 
regretted. 

— At Pittenweem, Miss Katherine 
Ai^struther, daughter of the late Sir Phi- 
lip Anstruthcr, of RalcasKie, Bart. 

8. Af Thurso, Wm. Henderson, Esq. 
of Scotscalder, Sherift- substitute of the 
bhirc of Caithness. 

^ At Elshicshields, hlrs Christian 
Dickson, spousp of J. E. Dickson, ^Esq. 
Elshieshields. 

— At Glasgow, in the prime of fife, 
and muen and justly regretted, Mrs Eliza 
McQueen, wife of Mr James McQueen, 
South Wellington Place. 

— At Grangemouth, Mrs Martha 
Wing, wife of John Selby, Esq. collector 
of canal <|^cs. 

9 At his house. West George Street^ 
Glasgow, in the 59th year of his age, 
William JamieS'on, Esq. 

— At Mondaria, on the Bomba ^ coast, 
.Tohq Windsor Stuo^rt, Esq. late captain 
o(his Majesty’s 20tn regiment, and eldest 
son of Lord George Stuart. 

10. At Paris, Mr Pinkerton, the dis- 
tinguished writer on geography, at the 
age of 07. lie was born in Edinburgh. 
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10. At Drumrnotul Place, Edin* 
Eliza Roy, daughter of the late 
William Roy, E&q. of Nciithorn. 

— At AUanfietu, William G, V, Scott, 
son of AIr«iRobcrt Scott, merchant, Leith. 

^1. At Crieff, Mrs Margaret Drum-* 
mond, relict of the late Rev. Robert Stir- 
ling^, minister of Crieff’ 

-2- Mark Howard, fourth son of Mr 
Orr, 13, Forth Street, Edinburgh. 

•— At PetGihead, Mrs Thomas Arbuth- 
not, of Nether Kinmundy. 

— At Dunfermline, Mrs Margaret 
Pearson? relict oS the deceased Mr .Tohn 
Kerr, ^njjjmfacturer there, in the B‘2d 
year his age, much and justly regret- 
ted. * 

— On board the boats descending the 
river Irrawaddy, IJeut. Dugald Camp- 
bell, of the«lst regiment or Royal Scots. 

VU. At tho#Manse of Dysart, Mrs 
Christian Hardid, relict of the late Peter 
Rrothcrston,*Esq. of Esk Mills, near 
Penicuik. 

— At Southfield, Stirling, John An- 
derson, sen. Esq. late of the island of St 
Croix. 

13. At Plains of Thornton, Ann C<'op- 
cr; and thrccjioui’s after, James IJving- 
ston, her liusband ; the former aged 53, 
fliul the latter 75. They were buried in 
the cljurcflyard of Glanimis, in one grave. 

« 1 4. A t Larkliill , AVoreftster shire, \fherG'# 
he had gone for the education of his fa- 
mily, afier a few days* illness, John llal- 
liday JMartiii, Esq. major of the Kirk- 
cudbright gentlemen and yeomanry ca- 
valry, much and justly regretted by evefy 
member df the corps. • 

— 'At^Iamburgli, INIr Joseph Brodic, 
of the house of Messrs Pitcairn, Brodie, 
and Co. 

— At the Manse of Knockando, the 
Rev. liachlaii McPherson, aged (»8 years. 

• 15. •At Montrose, at an advanced age, 
Mr Alexander ]Mcarn,s, harbouY-master. 

— At Slamaiman, after a lohg and 
pafnful illness, which he cydured with 
exemjdary patience and resignation, the 
Rev. Jaq^cs Robertsyn, minister of that 
parish ; a man who will long be re.^pecU 
fiiUy and affectionately* remembered fiy 
his parishibners and by all who were in-* 
timately acquainted with him, for bis 
uiifeigncS piety, the accuracy and extent 
of his literary and theological acepdre- 


ments, the singleness of heart with which 
he devotcil himself to his pastonil duties^ 
the truth, integrity, and sincerity, wliieh 
adorned his whole character, the warmth 
of his affections, and the steadiness of his 
triendship. 

15. At Relham, Mr Walter Oswald, 
late of Ilallhiil, parish of Colessie, Fife- 
shire. 

l(i. At Magnera, Mrs Ann Mulhol- 
lano, at the advanced age of 122 years. 

— At Halle, Professor Vatcr, the ce- 
lebrated Orientalist. 

^ At OrJenock, Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of the Rev. John Dunn. 

17. At Ely, Miss Elizabeth Duddiiig- 
slone, eldest daughter of tlie late Jame.s 
Duddingstone, Esip of .Saint Ford. 

— At Kirtleton House, Dumfries- 
shire, David Niven, Esq. of Kirtleton. 

— At Kirkaldy, Mrs Landale, sen. 

— At her house, Hanover Street, Edin- 
burgh, IMisH Vhebe Durham, daughter of 
the deceased John Durham, E«fq. sur- 
geon, Kirkaldy. 

— At Forres, Mrs Grant, relict of the 
late Rev. Lew^is Grant, minister of the 
gospel, (’romdale. 

— At Edinburgh, IMrs ("atharine Na^ 
jder, wife .Maevey Napier, Esq, Pro- 
fessor of Conveyancing in the University 
of»Kdinburgh. 

— At Stirling, aged 60, Thomas Lit- 
tlejohn, Esq. lite Provo&t of Stirling. 

— At Derby, Lieut. George Castle, 
Jl.N, only surviving son of the late 
muel Castle, Esq. solicitor, Durham. 

18. At Haddington, (ieorgina, young- 
est daughter of Mr Jus. IMillcr, ))rintcr. 

■— At Brora, in the 111th year of In's 
age, Alexander IJrquhart, late tidcsmaii 
of the customs. This lioncst, bat eccen- 
tric veteran, was born at Tain in tim 
year 1715. * Po&.sessiiig the full use of his 
reasoning faculties, and bis memory re- 
maining unirnpaiBed to the last, he was 
a living and faithful record of sttverul in- 
teresting particulars regarding the me- 
irt^able rebellion in 174.5, — many of the 
leading character.s of which, particularly 
the celebxated Cohuiel John Roy Sruart, 
be had frequently s5c*n. It was not, liow- 
ever, in the sanguinary* warfare wJiere 
man is opposed to his fellow-man, tiiat 
Sandy withlcd liis arms ; lie never at 
any period of his life was a 'Joldiir ; but 
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he was a sportsman, acknowledged by 
those wlio were qualified judge, of 
the first rate abilities — as cool, deliberate, 
and deadly a shot as ever took the nea- 
Rier. 

18. At London, Mrs Jane Smith, wife 
of Andrew Paton, Esq. soap- manufactu- 
rer there. 

— At Edinburgh, Mr William Stark, 
sen. builder, 

— At Kendal, Mr Alexander David- 
son, lecturer in natural philosophy and 
chemistry. 

19. At llirnam House, near Crieff, ikr 

David Christie, exciseman, in the 30th 
year of his age. * 

At Paisley, Mr Walter Henderson, 
merchant. 

— At Balnabriech, after a long illness, 
borne with Christian resignation, Mrs 
Betty Low, wife of Robert Colvill, Esq. 
farmer at Balnabriech, aged 34. 

— Mrs Guy, eldest daughter of the 
late Sir Trancis Eliott, of Stobbs, in the 
county of Roxburgh, Bart. 

20. At Whitethorn, Milnathort, Mr 
James Morrison. 

— At Laurencekirk, aged 65, Mr John 
Ix)w, pastor of the Berean congregation, 
much regretted. * 

— Mr George W. Kippen, son of the 
late Captain George Kippen, of the Hdn. 
East India Company’s service. 

— At Edinburgh, Ann, the infant 
d&ughter of William Macdowall, Esq. of 
Carruth. *» 

21. At his house, St Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, Jas. Murdoch, jun. Esq. mer- 
chant. 

— At Aberdeen, in the 56th year of 
his age, George Kerr, Eso. surgeon, after 
a protracted and severe illness, which he 
bore with his characteristic fortitude. 

22. At the Mount, Dickenson Street, 
Manchester, Mrs Sarah Richardson, wi- 
dow, aged 101 years. ' She retained her 
sight and memory to the last. She was 
grand, great grand, and great great grand- 
mother to 153 descendants, fihy of whom 
are now living. 

— At Balblair, in Sutherland, Thds. 
Craig, Esq. late of Barmuchity, near El- 
gin, aged 70. 

— At Lathallan, William Lindesay, 
Esq. of Balmuiigic. * 


22. At Linlithgow, Mr Aohn Fife, 
cloth-merchant there, mndi rep'ettedc 

23. At Dingwall, Mrs Barbm Munno, 

aged 80 years, relict of tbe deceased Geo. 
^Munro, Esq. • 

— Rear-Admiral Ihrowse, C.B# 

— At Portobello, Bain Whyt, only «en 
of the Rev. Mr Glen. 

^ 24. At Plymouth, William Ric^d 
Smith, Esq. post captain in the royal 
navy. 

* — At Banff, Mrs Elizabeth M'Killi- 
gin, •relict of James Sim, Esq.^late of 
Mount Pleasant. * 

25. At his apartments, York^^uiltlings, 
Mafy-le-bone, London, Dr Jmiii^ Grayj 
late physidian to Haslar Hospital, aged 
58. 

— At the Manse of Berwick,' at the 
age of 80, the Rev. James* Thomson, 
minister of that parish. 

— At Redhall, Mrs Inglis, wife of 
John Inglis, Esq. of Auchindiuny. 

— At her uncle’s house. Great Kipg 
Street, Edinburgh, Miss Alison Tweedie, 
daughter of the deceased Alex. Tweedie, 
late in Dreva. 

26. At Kelso, Robert Turner, Esq. 
late royal military surveyor, aged. 49. 

— At Greenock, suddenly, Miss Jean 
M‘Neill, eldest daughter of tlyj late Ja4. 
McNeill, Esq. collector uf customs at 
**that'^port. * ■ ' 

27. At Nairn, Mr James Falconer, 
merchant there, aged 82, much and just- 
ly regretted. 

, — At Cove, Jeffrey Irving, Esq. of 
Cove, in /he 79th year of his age. 

— At his house, Newton-on-Ayr, aged 
67, Mr John Hunter, formerly 6ue*of the 
bailiefe of Newton. 

— At the Manse of Cortachy, the Rev. 
John Gourlay, minister of tlie united 
parislies of Cortachy and Clova, in the 
70th year of his age. 

28. ^ Liverpocl, Edward Airey, Esq. 
comptroller of his Majesty’s customi^ at 
the port of *Whitehaven. • 

— Suddenly, at Dumfries, Mr Edward 
Dawson, writer, aged 33. 

— At Hutchesobtown, Glasgow, Mr 
James Corbett, merchant. 

29. Suddenly, at Brainshaugh, Nor- 
thumberland, Mr William Pickering, in 
the 65th year of his age« 

15 
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. At Bditibutgh, Mrs Elizabeth 
8psrk«, wid6w of the late Mr John Auch- 
tigrlotiie. 

— AtiiStone House, Cumberland, Johji 
Richard, third son of Lieut.- Colonel Sir 
Hew Hose. K.C.B. 

^ At Gatehouse, Mr Wm. Stothart, 
«|;ed 56. . , 

— At Bridekirk village, suddenly, 
Lieut. Ilcifry Stanley, brother-in-law of 

Curwen, Esq. younger of Woiking- 

lon Hall, ‘aged 51. • 

TE), At Elgiii, Miss Robina Gordon, 
daugbt€^f the late Rev. Dr Lewis Gor- 

• donjwninister of Elgin. • 

— At the Manse of Alvie, Mrs Char- 
lotte Grant, spiuse of the Rev. John 
Macdonald, minister of that parish. 

— At £raohead House, jNfiss Marga- 
ret Ilowisoii^Craufunl, eldest dair^hter 
of the Re^ James Ilowison M. Crau- 
furd, of Braehead. 

— At Bishop Aliddleham, in the coun- 
ty of Durham, Miss Jainiuia Carnegie 
Napier, youngest daughter of the late 
Major-General the Hon. Mark Napier. 

31. At Edinburgh, Miss Mary Ogilvie, 
youngest dfighter of the late Alexander 
Ogilvie, Esq. of Auchiries. 
m -i. Al Brechin, Alt x. Ritchie, Esq. 

. Atdiirkwall, Thomas, youngpst son 

• of Tliomas Pollokfen, * 

Aputi. L At her, house in George 
Stiect, Portraan Square, London, Fran- 
ces, the relict of Francis Constable, E.-q.^ 
of Burton Constable, in the county of 
York. • 

— At Orwell, ncju* Kinross, Sirs Jas. 
Skeltod. 

— At Edinburgh, George Rtftsell, of 
Inch, Esq. W.S. 

— Suddenly, at bis house in Ports- 
burgb, Edinburgh, Mr Jas. Inglis, much 
^ regretted by his numerous friends and 
tenants. • • , ^ 

^ 3. At his mother's hou'^e, Stirling, at 
tne early a| 2 ;e of fourteen years, Mr Wil- 
liam Graham, son of ibe late Captain 
Edward Graham, of the Hon. East India 
Company's Bengal artillery. . 

^ — A 4 Edinburgh, James Bell, Esfl. 
advocate. 

— 92, Windsor Street, Edinburgh, 

Cecil, youngest son of Samuel Joseph, 

Esq. 

VOI . XIX. PAm IH. 


3. At liisjiousc. Smith s*PI«ce, LcUh 
W%lk, in the C3d year of las age, and 1^0 
38th of his ministry, the Rev. Thomas 
Aitchisim, pastor of the first XTnited As- 
sociate Congregation, Lcitlu 

4. At Lothian Street, Falinburgh, Mrs 
.Jane Ross, wife of Mr IVilliarn G.inton, 
inci chant, and, on the dtb, liis infant 
son. 

— At a very advanced age, Tlenrirtta, 
relict of the late George JMuxwell, Fuq. 
Carrucbaii. 

— ^At liCslie, IMrs Ireland, aged 7£). 
She enjtyed her faculties to the UvSt. 

— At Dreva, JMr Juhn Tweedie, jun. 
wTiter in Edinburgh, a young man of 
ereat promise, and deeply regretted by 
his relations and acquaintances. 

5. At the mill of Arntiilly, parish of 
Kinclavcn, Mr Thomas Stewart, in the 
luFst year of his age. This respectable 
man enjoyed through life an uncommon 
portion of good health. 

— At iNIayfield, May Fcrpison Ro- 
bertson, third daughter of the late Janus 
Robertson, Esq. W.S. 

— At I.eith, Cliarlts John, eldest son 
of Lieut. Charles Smith, K.N. 

6. At Sha^tc&bury House, Bays water, 
William Daviditon, Esq. in the GOth year 
T>f bi.s age. 

— At Montrose, aft r a lingering ill- 
ness, bf ne with meekiuss and ri .signa- 
tion, IMis Henry XX'estmacott, in hep 
’ .SOth year, leaving a husband and nine 
children to deplore her untimely lot-s. 

— Air Alexander Maclaucblan, son of 
the late XVilliam Maelaud^an, E>q. of 
Auchintroig. 

— At Glasgow, Alajor Alex. AHKay^f 
Laggan, Islay. 

— At, Janpora, George' Ilcync, Ej-q. 
assistant hospital burgeon and assistant 
assay master, Aladras. 

7. At Portobello, .Toseph Willijunson, 
Ebq. principal clerk of teinds, aged 82. 

— At Binaere Hall, Sufiud;, in bis 
ftst year. Sir Thonias Good), Bart. — Ho 
is succeeded by his cldCbt son, Tlicinas 
• Sherleftk, M.P. for Suifulk. 

—•At Elie, Air M^iu. AValkrr, tanner. 
At Melville Alfll, Lassw'.ale, Air 
AlexabderBrown, aged 85 years. During 
the whole course of bis life, he never 
ble])t a nij^bt out of the tillage. 
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T. At Duke Street, Leith, Mr An- 
thony Laird, cooper and ftsh^teurer there. 

— At Edinburgh, Robert Beatsbn, 
youngest aon of W. A. Lawrie, W.S. 

' 8. At Edinburgh, Catherine Ann Ben- 
nett, widow of the late Captain James 
Nicolson, R.N. 

— At Aberdeen, Convener John Web- 
ster, in the 8 Ith year of his age. 

9. At North St James’s Street, Edin- 
burgh, Margaret, youngest daughter of 
the late Mr James Saunders, W.S. and 
wife of Mr Thomas Beveridge, waiter, 
Edinburgh. 

— At Burndalea, Mrs Chr lighten, 
aged A6 yeirs, much and justly rt gretted 
by her friends, and a numerous circle of 
acquaintances. Her loss will be severely 
felt by the poor. 

— In London, Lieutenant-General 
Philip Kearney Skinner. 

10. At Barrosa Street, Perth, Miss 
Barbara Marshall. 

— In the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, 
of typhus fever, caught in the discharge 
of his duty, Mr Samuel Gordon,* physi- 
cians* cleric. 

— At Pau, in the South of Frani'c, 
ISIr Andrew Kelly, second son of Wm. 
Kelly, Esq. Glasgow. 

— At Ann Street, Stockbridge, Edin-., 
burgh, Christina Hogarth, fourth daugh- 
trr of Mr Alexander Ballantyno. 

— At his house, Criefi’, Mr John 
Drommond, cattle-dealer, aged G i years. 

— At Newtonlees, near Dunbar, aged 
76, hir Grieve Wilson. 

— At Keith, Mrs Mary Murray Grant, 
relict of James Gordon, Esq. late sur- 
geon in Keith, and daughter of the late 
John Grant of Gallovie, Esq. 

11. At Edinburgh, Anne Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of Coll Macdonald, Esq. 
W’.S. 

— At Montrose, in the 80th year of 
licr age, Mrs Milne, relict of tne late 
Bailie Andrew Milne. 

— At London, the Hon. Mrs Boyu, 
widow of the Hon. Charles Boyd, and 
daughter of the deceased Alexander Lock- 
hart, Esq. Lord Covington, one of the 
Senators of the College of Justice. 

— At Edinburgh, the Rev. Duncan 
Forbes, M.D. t 

— At. Newton Don, near Kelso, after a 
very short illness, occasioneil by n spi^ * 


roodic affection of the stomach, Sir 
Don, Bart. M.P. of Newton Don. 

I^. At Aberdeen, Mr Hugh Cochraii, 
in the 83d year of his age. 

— At Hawick, Walter Iladdon, gtocer 
and spirit-dealer. 

— At Lanark, Captain John Tod. 

13. At Edinburgh, in the 79th year ct 
hdir* age, Mrs Helen Wait, relict of Mf 
John Tait, farmer in Roxburgh West 
Mains. 

— .J-t her house, Gayfield Square, 
Edinburgh, Mrs Janet Foggo, wit'ow of 
the late George Ireland, Esq, 

14. ^ At her house, in Stanhope S^^^eet, 
May Fair, London, in the 86th year of 
her age, the Riglit Hon. , Philadelphia 
Hannah, relict of the late Thoma? Vis- 
count Cremorne, and Baron Dartrey, of 
the kingdom of Ireland. Her"* ladyshijl 
was the grand-daugh ter of William Penn, 
founder of Pennsylvania, North Ame- 
rica, and was born in its capital of Phi- 
ladelphia, after which city she wasf 
named. 

— At the Manse of Kintail, the Rev. 
Roderick Morison, minister of Kintail, in 
the 75th year of his age,^ai^47th of his 
ministry. ™ 

15. At Minnihive, Mr Andrew 

ter, who, for upwards of forty ydhrs, has 
a;i elder of the parish of Glencairxi. 
On the 1 0th of February last be com- 
pleted his 92(1 year. 

— At Dundonnell House, Ross. shire, 
Ken noth Mackenzie, Esq. of Dundon- 
nell. 

16. At Nort3n Place, Edinburgh, Mr 

John NicoLon, aged 48. - * 

— A No. 48, Rose Street, Edinburgh, 
Mrs Forrest, in the 87th year of h^r 
age. 

— At Mains of Lctham, parish of St 
Vigeans, in the 83d year of his age.. Mr * 
Alex. Fulljrton, farmer thtre. 

— At- his seat of Nathill, Fifeshfre, 
John Bruce, Es(i. of Grangebill and FallCi. 
land, in the Ssd year of his very active 
life. 

17. At Gallowberr]^, John Corrie, 
of Gallowberry. 

— At Leith, Mr William 
tide surveyor of Customs there. ' ' ' ' 

— At 13, North Hanover Str6S^;G^is-» 
gow, Peter Buchanan, Esq. of . AiicV 
mar. " “ ‘ 
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» ^ 1 T. At the Manse of MuthiJl, the Rer. 
John Russell, «who, for upwards of six- 
teen years, ably and faithfully discharged 
the lalibrious duties of the ministry tn 
that extensive parish. 

’ — Aged 07, the Rev. David M^Indoe, 
years minister of the Scotch church 
in Groat Market, Newcastle. • • 

— At Somerset Park, Liguanea, St 
Andrews, .tainaica, Mary, infant daugh- 
ter of Lieutenant-Colonel Rose, the 
Portuguese service, atnj^at the same place, 
on 22d, Ra?hael Gumming, youngest 
dauAti# of the late James Waddell, 

• Es^ 

18. At his house, in Minto Street, 
Newington, Edinburgh, Thomas Rid- 
dell, younger of Caraiestown. 

— At Edinburgh, Miss Isaoella Wed- 
dft*huTn Scryfhgeour, daughter of Henry 
Wedderbuwi, of W^Jerburii and Birk- 
hill, Esq. 

, — At Edinburgh, Mrs S. C. Camp- 
bell, daughter of the late James Ramsay, 
Esq. Acconiptant-General of Excise, and 
relict of the late Major John Campbell, 
of 70th regiment of foot. 

19. At art advanced age, the Right 
llw. Dr Milner, Bishop of Castabala, 

‘•and^Vicar Apostolic of the Midland dis- 
trict • ^ , ♦ , 

• — At Gateside, w^r Paisley, William 

. Burns, E^q. • 

— At Ardoch Pen, St Ann’s, Jamaica, 
Mr James Coulter Stuart, youngest son 
of the late Captain Stuart of Dullatum 

22. A4 London, Mr Charges Inderwick, 
Tuffton Street, Westminster. 

24. * i.t Kirkdale, Ramsay Hannay, 

Esq. • • 

25. At her bouse, in St Ann's Yards, 
IMrs Margaret M 'Niven, widow of Mr 
Robert Playfair, writer, Edinburgh. 

— ’At Orkee, Aliss Helen Low, daugh- 
ter of the late Jametf Low of Rciidtnur- 
quhart. 

28- At Gir¥an, the Rev. Thos. Thom- 
son, minister of the United Secession 
Church.# • 

— At Craignisb Casde, Jn. K. Canip- 
belR Esq*, writer to the signet, son o& 
Arcnibald CiunpbeR, Esq. of Jura. 

29. Ij^aniaica, Alexander, second son 
of the late Robert Brown, W.S. 

30. At his house, in Fisherrow, Geo, 


Young, Eaq. one of the magistrates of 
Mtisselburgh. 

30. Suddenly, at Musselburgh, BIf 
Francis Emslie, late factor for the Eail 
of Wemyss and March. 

— At hil lodgings, James’s Square, 
after a few days' illness, D. J. Stuart, 
Esq. apothecary to the forces. 

BIay 1. At Buxton, MrsBromby, for- 
merly of the theatre royal, Edinburgh, 
CRasgow, Carlisle, Lancaster, Buxton, 
• 

— At Edinburgh, Bliss Mary Scot% 
claugbtey; of the late Arch. Scott, Esq* of 
Rossie. 

— At his house. Meadow Place, Edin« 
burgh, Hugh Graham, Esq. late of An« 
tigua. 

— At Borgue House, Mrs Blair, wife 
of David Blair, Esq. 

— At Caldra, Miss Charlotte Low, 
daughter of the late Alexander Low, 
Esq. of Laws. 

2. At Inverury, Miss EHzAbetli An- 
dirson,* youngest daughter of the late 
Mr James Anderson, merchant in RanlL 

3. At Morningside, JMargarct Bucha- 
nan, infant daughur of A. Crawford, 
Esq. * 

— At No. 6, Maitland Street, Litut. 
Robert Balderston, iUh regiment Bengal 
native infantry, third son ol the late Win. 
Balderston, Esq. writer to the signet. 

— At Kinloch, Fifeshire, Mrs Agnea 
' Barclay, spouse of Mr Andrew Tiioiusori 
of Kiiilocli, aged 77 years. 

— At Edinburgh, Air Geo. Stephen, 
founder. 

4. At Knockbay, near Campbeltown, 
F^lizabeth, eldest daughter of Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Porter of Knockbay. 

— At Xewton of Skene, Major Wil- 
liam Skene, aged 70. 

5. James Druipmond, third son of Afr 
Orr, 13, Forth Street. 

— Alfllendcan, Caroline Jamima, 
ip^nt daughter of Sir Charks Leslie, 
Bart. 

, — At Calcutta, Henry P. M. Gordon, 
Esq. of \he Hon. East India Company t 
civil service, second son qf John Gordon, 
Efq. 

6. At Gi^hill Bank, near Edinburgh. 
Bliss Janet Ewart, youngest daughter of 

, Dav. Ewart, Esq. of the Chancery office. 
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0.. On her paesage from Calcutta to 
England, Mrs Boyd, widow of Jaifles 
Wateon Boyd, Esq. of the Hon. East 
India Company's service, on the Bengal 
establishment. 

7^ At St Helens, on his return from 
Tndia, Lieut. Gabriel Murray Home, of 
the Bengal establishment. 

B. At Ballyshannon, near Castlcwel- 
lan, Samuel Camming, aged lia. He 
enlisted in 1734, nnd served in various 
campaigns with the most distinguished 
bravery. The amount of pension which 
he has reedved from government since 
his being discharged as unfit for service, 
is said to have been L.132.3, 23 . He re- 
tained hia mental faculties, and even his 
eye- sight, until a few days before his 
decease. 

9^. At 21, Melville Street, John, second 
son of Robert llobertsen, Esq. of l*ren- 
derguest. 

— At London, JDr Alexander Russel^ 
late of Calcutta. 

10. At Edinburgh, Mrs Helen’ Baillie, 
daughter of the late Lord Polkcmmet, 
one of the senators of the College of Jus- 
tice« 

— At No. 48, Frederick Street, Mar- 
garet, eldest daughter of the late John 
Elder, Esq. one of the depute-clerks of 
Session. 

— At Edinburgh, IMr Flugh Mitchell, 
Ute flesher, Edinburgh. 

— At Letham, Willhelmina, infant 
daughter of William Jafiray, Esq. of 
Letham* 

— At his house, in CrieBr> Mr M‘In- 
tyre of Glcnartmy. 

11. At Dunfermline, Mr Robert Hut- 
ton, writer there, aged 6B. 

— At her house, George Street, Miss 
Dirom, daughter of the late Alexander 
Dirom, Esq. of Muiresk, Aberdeen. 

— At Nicolson Square, Mrs Isobel 
Jamieson, relict of Win. Renton, Esq. 

— Mrs Uphane Cochrane, wife of 
Johnstone, Southfield. 

12. At Leith^ Mr David Mure, agent 
4b«re for the Commercial Banking Com- 
{Hulgr of Scotland. 

— At 5, Salisbury Road, Newington, 
Thomas Pender, senior, lately comptroU 
ler of stamp duties for Scotland. 

— At 72, Queen Street, Mrs Ann Po-* 


terson, wife of Mr D. McLean, Britiso * 
Hotel. • 

13. At Falkirk, Mr John Wardrop, 
silrgeon there. , ^ 

— At Cupar- Fife, Colonel David Bos'** 
well, late of the 63d regiment. 

— At Dysart, Mrs Murrey, relict «qf 
IVft* William jVIurniy, wine merchaxil, 
Canongate, agetl 1)0. 

. 15. At Abbotsford, Lady &ott. 

< — .{It Edinburgh, Mrs Christian Reid, 
relict of James Bertram* Esq. of BeU 
field. * ^ 

— At Morningside, Mr TR(,mq^ G. 
Meldrum, of the Crown hotel ; anh, on 
the 28th of the same month, his father, 
Mr William Meldrum, late of the Bell 
inn, Kirkaldy. 

16. At Newton Stewartj^.the'^Rev. Jas, 
Black, minister of Penniaghaine, iq the 
72J year of his age, and 32d of his mi- 
nistry. 

— At Beliff, near Kaluga, to which 
place she was going, from Taganrok, la- 
mented by all who had the happiness to 
know her, her Majesty the Empress Dow- 
ager Elizabeth of Russia. The health of 
this universally beloved Prince.ss had 
been much impaired, especially ivi^hin 
the last two months ; the ipost just griet * 
«t the irreparable loss which the had 
sustained in the winter had broken hcr^ 
heart. Her Majesty, Ixfore her marriage 
the Princess Louisa IMaria Augusta, was 
the second daughter of the hereditary 
Pilnce Charles J.ouis of Baden, who died 
in IBOl ; 'she* was born the 2ifrh of Ja- 
nuary 1779, and married in 1793. 

17. At her house, Gayfield Square, 
Mrs Margaret Andrew, widow of Mr 
Adam Matheson, of the Customhouse, 
Edinburgh. 

18. At Edinburgh, Mr Williani Fra- 
zer, eldest son of the late Mr Fraiuia 
Frasery h^.C. 

— At his house in Duke Street^ West- 
minster, thd Right Hon. Sir Archibald 
Alacdonald, late Lord Chief Baron of the 
Court of Exchequer^ 

< — At Dublin, Mrs Jessy Magee, wife 
nof Robert Magee, Esq. and daughter of 
"Richard Prentice, Esq. Friuqe^a Street, 
Edinburgh. 

19. At Lathrisk House, Fifeshire, Mra 
Jean Dobie, aged nearly lOO years. 
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19. Ai Toftcombs, Biggar, Margaret, 
youngest daughter of James Gladstone, 
Ksq. 

— In Piccadilly, London, Lady Mary 
Anne yrimrose, second daughter of the 
Earl of Rosebery. * 

V — At the Manse of North Berwick, 
Robert Balfour, eldest son of the Rev. 
itobt. Balfour Graham, minister of North 

* Berwick. • * 

— At txetcr, on the lf)th ult. Quen- 
tin M^Adam, Esq.^of Cralgengillun. • 

S20. Oil' Cuba, Mr James Mori<«*, mas- 
ter ol his M/^esty's ship Pylades, aged 
•jroimgcst son of the late Mr James 
Mc^ce*finanufacturcr, Aberdeen. • 

al. At Bourdeaux, Alary Catharine, 
only daughter of the late Alasterton Ro- 
bertson, Esq. of Inches. 

— At^Lauriston, Airs Ilowden, sen. 

« 22. At Hi^h Wycombe, Buckinghara- 
sbisc, in his* 19ih year, Mr Thomas 
Smith, oP Pembroke College, Oxford, 
sou of the late James Smith, Esq. Edin- 
•burgh. 

23. Air David Hood, writer, (Glasgow. 
He was unfortunately drowned while 
bathing in the sea off Springfield, near 
Gourock. , 

— At West Kirk Alanse, Alargaret 
A^iae, youngest daughter of the llev. 
David l^ckfioin 

— At Dunbar, AfriTaraes Simpson.# 

25. At Govan, Air Robert Austin, 
merchant, Glasgow, * 

At Kcir Alanse, the Rev. Jame^ 
Keydcn, minister of the parish of Keir. 

26. At Petersburgh, l.ady Strangford, 
wife o^the English AmbesfeaUor at Uiat 
court. • 

— At Portobelk), Colin Alathoson,^ in- 
fant son of D. C. Cameron, Esq. 

23. At Alanor Alanse, Janet, second 
daughter of the Rev. Wm. Alarsball. 

• 20. At Milford Haven, on board the 

Alary Hope, Henry, the in^nt son of 
Lieut. -General Sk. Thomas Brisbane, 
It.C.B. • 

31. At Stranraer, Euplmmia, aged nine 
years, eldest daughter of Mr James II. 
Ross, W.S. * 

V— At Broomrigg^ ^Cast Lothian,* Air 
George Hay, formerly fanner at PiltoJ, 
And‘ Lothian, and Good Hope, Dum- 
fries- ^re. 


.31. At her house, St Andrew Squire, 
Airs General Forbes. 

— At Waterloo, Deoosta, the eclebrm- 
t<Kl peasant, who was compiled to 
guide to Buonaparte, in tiie memorable 
battle of June IHih. 

lately, 67, Great King Street, Edin** 
burgh. Airs Janet Dewar, relict of Alex. 
Dewar, Esq. 

— At his house, Weymouth Street, 
London, the.Hoii. Augustus Phipps, com- 
missioner of Excise. 

— At Plymouth, IJeutenant-Colonel 
•'WestroppjVoyal marines. • 

— At Hot-wells, Bristol, Aliss Mary 
IIome,enece of the late Alexander Home, 
Esq. of Whitdeld. 

— At Gowan Bank, Air John HaniU*- 
ton, jun. timber-merchant in Glasgow. 

— At Cairniehill, Fife, Air Robert 
Rymer, late merchant in KtUnburgh. 

— In Africa, Captain Pearce and Dr 
Morrison, who accompanied Capt. Clap- 
perton to the coast of Africa, for the pur- 
pose of proceeding into the interior of 
that continent. 

JuN*K. At Jubnah, Lieutenant and Ad- 
jutant Richard Johnstone Bird, Bth Ma- 
dras native infantry. 

— Oi> his passage from Rangoon to 
Aladras, Lieut. B. 11. Currie, of the 28th 
^regiment Aladras native infantry. 

1. James Colin, sou of Captain Fre- 
derick Campbell, late of the 42d regiment 
of foot. 

2. At Alerchiston Bank, Mrs Clarke, 
of Comrie. 

— - At Surgeon Square, Air Alexander 
Fairley, formerly of Dunfermline. 

3. At London, the Right ilon. Lord 
Dorchester. 

— At his house, in George Square, 
William Dymock, Esq. writer to the 
signet. • 

— At Lanark, Aire Wilson, widow of 
Air .James Wikon of Whitbuin, mer- 
chant. 

4<. At Fruitfield, William Alack of 
•Fruitfield, Esq. writer in Airdrie. 

5. At Craigpark, l^uisa, youngest 
tdaughti^r of James Afackenzie, Esq. 

— . At her hotTse, Great King Street, 
Airs Katherine Alillex, widow of Mr 
Alex. Simpson, jun. of the Royal Bank, 
Edinburgli. 
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5. At Wiest Linton^ Mr Robt* Somer- 
Tille, farmer. , 

— At Annatto Bay, St Qlorge's, »fa- 
maica, Mr William Tait, youngest s m of 
the late Charles Tuit, Esq. bheriff-suh- 
stitute of Aberdeenshire. 

— At the house of Sir Ggorge Smart, 
Loudon, in his 40th year, the celebrated 
musical composer, Carl Maria Freyherr 
Von Weber. 

6. At Crieff*, Mrs Christian Wright, 
relict of Mr Thomas M* Cornish, distiller 
there. 

— At Sunbridfire, in Kent,' Mrs Sarah* 
Hay Paterson Wyatt, wife of Thomas 
Wyatt, Esq. 

7. At Orchill, Mrs Gillespie Graham 
of Orchill. 

— At Claremont Street, Edinburgh, 
Miss Margaret Thomson, eldest daugh- 
ter of the deceased John Thomson of 
Prior Letham, Esq. 

8. At 25, West Lauriston, Mrs Cle- 
mentina Cunningham, wile of Mr Simon 
Cunningham, Edinburgh. 

— At Montrose, Jane, eldest daughter 
of the llev. John King. 

— At Ballyshannon, Ireland, Samuel 
Cunning, aged 112 years. 

— Near Liangolen, Denbighshire, 
Henry Adolphus Chessborough, son of 
Alexander Falconer, Esq. of Falcon Hall,*' 
near Edinburgh. 

9. Lieut Askew, of the Royal North 
British dragoons. 

12. At Dunfermline, Mr Robert Lau- 
rie, soap- manufacturer. 

— At Midshielis, Archibald Douglas, 
Esq. of Adderstone. 

— At Montrose, Janet, the infant 
daughter of the Rev. Dr Paterson. 

— At her house, Keir Street, Miss 
Helen Greig. 

— Drowned at Bombay, whil^ impru- 
dently bathing in a fast ebbing tide. Ca- 
det Henry Dolphin. 

13. At her house. Farm Street, Berke- 
ley Square, London, Annabella, widow 
of Count- General James Lockhart, dt' 
Lee and Carnwath. 

— At FHraby, in Cumberland Miss 
Beatrix Hunter, eldest *daugh ter of the 
late James Hunter, Esq. of Frankiieid. 

11. On board the Alfred East India- 
man on the return voyage from' Bombay 
«iid China, Surgeon Edmund Moffat, 


cond son of Mr Moffat, 28 , Jamee Square, ' 
Edinburgh. ‘ « 

14. At Grahamstoun, near Falkirk^ Mr 
Henry S win ton Miles, yo.ungest son of 
]V^r Robert Miles, shipmaster. * 

— At Dalkeith, the Rev. James Fort, 
late rector of the academy of Fortrose. 

15. At Dumfries, Mrs Edgar, in CQpi- 

sequence of the severe injury she sus-. 
tained by the breaking down of a coach 
at Holywood village. » 

* — At Edinburgh,*Mr AVilliam Hut- 
chisonf builder. 

— At Bernard Street, Reith, MA Eu- 
phemia Fairgrieve, wife of Mr«{ph^as 
Buchtn. ^ 

— At Paisley, aged 86, Mrs Jean 
Smith, relict of the late James Smith, 
timber- merchant, Brownlands. 

17. At Haynes, Bedfordshire, the Right 
Hon. Henry Frederick Tlvynne, Lortl 
Carteret, brother of the la*te, and uhcle 
of the present, Marquis of Bath. His 
lordship is succeeded in his title and^ 
estates by his nephew, Lord George 
Thynne, now Lord Carteret. 

— At his house, No. 9, Hill Street, 
Edinburgh, John Smith, Esq. late of the 
Hon. East India Company's service^ 

18. At Chelsea, in the 7.5th year of 
his age. Captain William Keith,j,latJ^ of ^ 
the 23d foot, or Royal Welsh fuoileers. 

^ — At her fatheFsdiohse, No. 2, York * 
Place, Miss Elizabeth M'Kean. 

— At Dalkeith!! Mrs Janet Pringle, 
#*elict of the late Mr Archibald Park of 
Wiqdymains. 

— AtHil]ihou««efield, Catherine, joung- 
est daughter of Mr John Gallo way|]| ship- 
owner, Leith. * 

19. Here, Mr John Peter, late British 
consul for the Netherlands. 

— At Edinburgh, after a few days' 
illness, Hector Frederick McNeil, Esq. 
of Gallochilly, Argyllshire. 

— At Dunblane, Miss Eliza S. Graham. 

20. At' London Plj|e, Hackney, neay 
London, from, the effects of the Arracaii 
fever, Lieut. James Sinclair, of the 10th 
regiment of Native infantry, sixth son of 

' the Right Honourable Sir John Sinclair, 
Barf " ‘ ^ ' 

^ At Canaan Grove, William, infknt 
son of Robert Dunlop, Esq. W.Sk,^ 

' — At Campie, William, youngest 
of North Dalrymple, Esq. 
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' At London, Charlotte Frederica 
^Mary, eldest daughter of Sir Kobert Wil- 
son, M.P. aged 27 years. 

— At GiaSgow, Mr Hobert Monteith, 
jun. eldest aon of the lute Adam Mon- 
teith, Esq. merchant in Glasgow. * 

— At her house, in London Street, 
Afrs Sprot, relict of James Sprot, Esq. 

22. At Swansea, South Wales, ^ed 

VO years, John Mackintosh, Esq. ^ome 
time merchant in London, second son of 
the deceased iEneas Mackintosh, of Par- 
ry. . . 

At the Manse of Kirktnichael, Dum- 
frit^sl^e, Mrs Amelia Kollo Irving, 
of the Rev. James Sraail, minister 
of that parish. ’ 

— At Ayr, David Ewan, Esq. aged 
82, formerly one of the bailies of Ayr. 

23. At Barochan Castle, Mrs Fleming, 
widow of I^5alcolm Fleming, Esq. of Ba- 
roahan* 

— At lO, Gay field Square, Barbara 
Home, youngest daughter of John Pa- 
terson. Esq. 

— At his house, Stratford Place, I>on- 
don, Major-General Uobt. Haldane, C.B. 
in the service of tlie Hon. East India 
Company. , 

— At his house, No. lOt, West Bow, 
l^di^nburgh, Mr Wm. Scott, pewterer. 

^4). Peaf Place, Berkshire, Mr Jas. 
Stein. • . • * ' 

— At his house, in Ramsay G^arden, 
Edinburgh, James BVemner, Esq. solici- 
tor of stamps, and proses of the Society 
of Solicitors before the Supreme Courts 
in Swtland. 

— \At his house, in Elm Row, John 
Grant, Esq. late collector of Excise. 

— At Moss- side, near Batl!igate^ Mr 
Robert Russel, merchant, Edinburgh. 

25. At Leslie, in Fife, James Mal- 
colm, Esq. Craigeiid, second son of the 
lata Sir John Malcolm, Bart. Balbeadie 
and Grange. , , 

— At Kensington, after a •few days' 
illness, in the 81st year qf her age, Mrs 
Mattocks, late of Covei;^ Garden theatre. ' 

— At the residence of his uncle, Ge- 
neral Campbell, Priory, St Andrews, Wm.* 
Campbell, Esq. assiiltant-surgcon, dth or 
Enniskillen Dragoons. ^ 

2(5. At his residence, Wells, Somerset- 
the 84th year of his age, John 
iliollbwal. Esq. Admiral of the Rod. 


28. At Edinburgh, Mrs Margeffet Big- 

gar, relict of Mr James Uiinor tn 

Edinburgh, 

* — At Lochyee, near Dundee, Miss 
Helen Tail, daughter of the late William 
Tait, Esq. 

— At 1 7^ Elder Street, Margaret Poole, 
second daughter of Mr Mattliew Walker, 
wine-merchant. 

27. At Grangctoll-field, in her 7 1st 
year, Mrs Katharine Dunbar, relict of 
ilr Robert Scott, late of the Excise, Had- 
dington. 

‘ 2B. At Tlunsc, Captain ‘John Bell of 

Niue war. 

— At Fort- George, very suddenly of 
apoplexy. Lieutenant John Coo}>er, of 
the 78th Highlanders. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Agnes Shcels, 
wife of Mr William Moffat, apothecary, 
Nicolson Street, 

— At Sierra Leone, Mr John Boog, 
surgeon. 

29. At Millbank, near Douglas Mill, 
Mr.s Gillespie, in her B2d year. 

— At Coldinghame Manse, Berwick- 
shire,*Mr William Lsndell, supervisor of 
Excise. 

— At Edinburgh, Jane Murray, eldest 
daughter of JMr John Johnstone, junior. 
Royal Circus. 

► -r At Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Wil- 
son, writer, Dunfermline. 

— At Portobello, in the 80th vear of 
his age. Win. IVIarshall, Esq. pfumber 
in FMinburgh. 

30. On his voyage from China, Cap- 
tain Tliomson, of the East India ship 
Henry Porcher. 

— At sea, homeward bound from Bom- 
bay, Robert Ainslie Walker, assistant- 
surgeon in the East India Company's ship 
Edinburgh, only son of Mr Walker, 
Cuusland Park. 

— Mrs Hehn Murray, wife of Mr 
AlexandiT Black, surgeon. High Street. 

— At Woodbine Cottage, Trinity, Mra 
Scott, relict of William Scott, Esq. of 
<rrinity. 

— At Green Park Place, Bath, Mary, 
Dowser Countess of Kintore. 

Lately, At Mandivie, in India, at the 
early age of 28 yeara^ Patrick Macdoii- 
nell. Esq. M.D. a native of Gleiimoristuii 
in Inverness* shire. 

— Suddenly of apoplexy, Robert 
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hiqxi Co;^, Esq. alderman of London, who 
hdd the trial with Mr Kean. 

Ju LY 1 . At the Manse ot Ecdesmachan, 
in his 23(1 year, Mr James flendersf'i, 
son of the late Rev. John Henderson, 
minister of Queensferry. 

— At Leeds, Lieutenant Geo. Tces- 
dale, of the King’s Draeoon 'Guards, in 
his 17th year, only child of Liiuttnant- 
Colonel Teesdale, of that regiment. 

2. At Woolwich, Jane, eldest daugh- 
ter of Colonel Sir Akxundcr Dickson, 
royal artillery, K.C.B. 

— And. Stein, Esq. of IlaUcnbnrn. , 

— At Tanachy, near Forres, Major- 
G('ncral William Grant, aged 78.^ 

— At Berrowston Mains, Grace Ilo?s, 
wile of the Rev. David Fleming, minister 
of Carr i den. 

3. At Edinburgh, Anne Ross, infant 
daughter of Thomas Corrie, Esq. writer 
to the signet. 

4. At ids residence, in Virginia, in the 
78th year of his age, ]\Ir Jefi'erson, late 
President of the liiiitcd States; and on 
the same day, the late President Adams. 
Jt is a most singular coincidenct', that 
those two venerable personages should 
h ive paid the debt of nature on the same 
day, and that the 50th anniversary of 
th«at independence which they essen- 
tially contributed to achieve. 

— At Miffin County, United States, 
William Boss, aged 109 years. 

— At Bengal, Lieutenant Joseph Wil- 
liam Colcpilioun, 32(J Rental native in- 
fantry, son ol Litutenant-Colonel Colqu- 
houn, George's Square. 

5. At Aiirungabad, in consequence of 
in jtirieK received by falling with his horse, 
Dr Charles C. Cheyne, of his Highnci-s 
tlie Kizam's medical establishment, aged 
25. 

— At Ilighwood, Middlesex, of apo- 
j>h xy, brought on by a h>ng residence in 
Imua, Sir Stamford Ratfles, in the ser- 
vice of the Hon. the Fast India Coin- 
jJKiu, Lite Lieut.- Govtrnor of Bcncoolen 
and Singapore. ^ 

— At his house, No. 25, Royal Cir- 
cus, Mr John Johnstone, jun. solicitor in 
the Supreme Courts. ^ 

At Edinburgh, Mr Adam Shaw, 
late post- master, ' 

6. At T.angton Grange, near Darling- 
Wn, Jane, wife of Captain Wat^, R.N. 


and youngest daughter of the Jate Geo. 
Waldie, Esq. of Hendersyde Pafjfi, Ro^^' 
burgh shire, — distinguished by uncom- ’ 
raon literary talents, ai^d by her fine ori- 
ginal paintings from nature, which com- 
mended peculiar admiration in thii exhi- 
bitions of the Royal Academy at Somers 
set House, and were ranked with the 
w'orks of the first artists of the day. Her 
humdity and modesty invariably pre- 
vented her from claiming the honours due 
to her genius. Her brilliant talents and 
atfainnj,ents — but, above all, her unob- 
trusive virtues — were lulW known^only 
to the friends for whose happiness they 
were exerted, and by whom her^.ntune,- 
ly los^'will ever be deplored. 

6. At Haddington, Margaret Shirefi^ 
widow of the Rev. Robert Scott. 

— At Clraigielands, John, youngest 
son of William Younger, Estj. 

— At his house, in the 'New R^ao, 
opposite the Regent Park, London, aged 
75, Mr John Farquhar, the late owner 
of P\ nthiU Abbey. He went to bed at 
his usual hour, between ten and eleven 
o'clock, in good health, and when the 
servant took breakfast to him in the bed- 
room, at eight o’clock in ihe morning, as 
was his custom, he founli Mr Farquhar 
a corpse in his bed. He was* unmarHcjl!. 
His fortune is said to exceed a million 
and a half, in possessions, mon^y in the 
funds, and capital in' trade. 

— At his lioine^ St Andrew's Square, 
James Bryce, Esq. surgeon. 

■' 7. At Berne, Switzerland, Lieiitenant- 
Gcn'^ial Sir Manlc 7 Power, K.C.B. and 


K.T.S. .f' 

— Afr John Crawford, sliipown**^, In- 
verkcithing. 

— - At Bankhead, near Leven, Mrs 
Alison Mitchell, wife of Mr WiRiam Bal- 
four, Bankhead. 

H. At hisliouse. 85, Great King Street, 
Mr George Forsyth, builder. 

9. At ^lierdour, Mrs Jean Robertson, 
widow of' John Robertson, Esq. writgr 
ill Edinburgh.* 

— At Barnby Moor, the Right Hon. 
Lady Saltoun. 

10 . At No. 7, Dundas Street, Mrs 
Margaret Farquharson, wife of Alexa^- 
d'Y Cleghorn, Esq of the Customs. 

— Mr David Durward, grocftvv Ca$- 
sclb' Place, foot of Leith Walk, 
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k W- At Brighton, Joseph Green, Esq. 
}^g of sTaitiaica. 

— At Troup Ilouse^ Francis Garden 
Campbell, ot' Troup awl Gleiiljon. 

— At^MurHiy field Hlhse, Mr Wil- 
liam X^amborn. • 

■ * J 1. At Dunfonnline, ]?,Ir John Wilson, 

* sen. tuanufacturer tfiere. 

• f'2. Ath<Tbou‘>e, VValkd* Street, Kdin- 
hurj];b, Elizabeth, relict of General C^fn 
Mackenzie^ and third dauuhter of the 
late Ilodtrick Mackenzie, Etq. of Ued** 
casde. . i 

13. ^t PortQjiello, Ca]>t. James Mac- 
lean, •of^e Arjiyllsbire regiment. 

. 1 ^Aiffllangollen, North Walt s, l^oui- 

sa E. Robertson, daughter* of the late 
Captain T. Robertson, i)0, George Street, 
Edinburgh. 

15. At Carmarthen, in Wales, on bis 
way to Londqp, tlie iNIavquis of Water- 
ford.^ He is succeeded m bis titles by bis 
oldest son, the Karl of Tyrone, now iu 
his 16th year. 

• — At ICdinburoji, jMr Alex. Watson, 
of the firm of ^^"afson, Reid, and Co. 
coach ami cart makers. King’s Mtiblcs. 

17. At Drumrnel/ier Place, Thomas, 
youngest son of^tlie late Mr John Pret- 
feull, brurninplzier. 

P At Flottbcck Nursery, near Ham- 
burcli, Mrs, Mary Ricliiuond, relict of 
*Mr James Rooth- ^ * 

* — At his house, in Couper ^treot, 

' I.eith, Whiteford Smkh, Esq. Among 

various Icgacii s, he left the sum of 1^.100,^ 
to he applied for promoting thecducation 
of the children in his native parish of 
fc)ten^(^U, iu Orkney. • * 

1^ ilargaret, second daughter of Air 
A¥iiliam Lindesay, merchant, Lei^h, aged 
16 years. 

SO. At Cacrabank, Selkirksliirc, Airs 
Jean Rallantyne, relict of the Rev, W. 
Gr icye. 

— At Stenhous^ Air John Brown, 
surgeon, South ForrStreet, I.eidi, elde.'-t 
s#it of Mr Thonaas Brown, of the Cus- 
toms, Lath.* * 

— At St Andrews, Mr t)avid Berwick/ 
farmer fnd grazier.* 

At Oiterburn^ Boxburghshiref in 
the 84th ^ear of his age. Dr James WiK 
con. * ^ 

Gar>ald, Andrew Grieve, in the 


nist year of bis the oldest mele vx 
the parish at the period of his death. 

^3. AtTuAlibole, LadyAioncriel^'V^eU** 

wodd. 

— At his house, Tolbooth Wynd, 
Leith, Air Alex. AIT.,arcn, shipowner 
there. 

SJt. At Law of Craigo, Air James An-* 
derson, fanner. 

— At Catsfield, in Sussex, Miss JVIar- 
garct Logie, lijte of GabriePs Road, Edin-* 
burgh, daughter of Andrew Logie, Esq. 
survejor of the ('lustonis, Alontrose. 

• ‘25. Charlfs, infant son of George Alcr-* 
ccr. Esq. of Gorthy. 

— Giorge Cunningham of Harlaw^ 
aged 79, 

— At Anstrutlicr, Air Robert Bow, 
session-clerk for the city of Edinburgh. 

— At Aleadow Place, Anne, the infant 
daughter of Dr Irving. 

— At Orange Grove barracks, Trini- 
dad, lieutenant Clarkson, of the Olh re- 
giment. 

— At New York, in the 74th year of 
hcT age, Catherine, daughter of the late 
Earl of •Stirling, and relict, succi^ssively, 
of Colonel William Duer, and of W^U- 
liain Neilson, Esq. 

26. Ad^in, youngest son of Air David 
'V’liylie, writ r, Edinburgh. 

p — At Cargi I field, .lane Hishton llojic, 
youngest daughter of Licutaiant-GcncTal 
Sir John Hope, G.C.H. 

— At WV-st Ji SFinond, near Newcastle, 
aged 68, Sir 1 homas Burden, Knight, 
IJcut.-Col.-Communrtant of the Tyne 
Yeomanry Hussars, and of the 2d Dur- 
ham T.ocal Alilitia, one of his Alajesty's 
Justice.s of Peace for Northumberland, 
formerly an alderman of Newcastle, and 
Alayor. 

27. At Dollar, JMajor James Robertson^ 
of Cray,^late of his Alajtbty’s 7 6th regi*^ 
inent. 

28. At Rcdhojiso, Airs Agnes Hunter, 
widow of Dr .John Carson, physician, 
Philadelphia, North America. 

— At Craigie Park, mar Perth, Robt. 
Peddie, E^q. city clerk of Pertlt. 

. — At Linlithgow, Miss Charlotte BaiL 
lie, youngest daughter of the late Lieut.- 
General Alatthew Baillle. 

— At the Manse of Culter, the Rev, 
AVm. Simchan, minister of that £>aribh. 



SdO EDINBURGH ANNUA^ REGISTER, m6. 


SO. KiQ^ off Buenos Ayres, in a se- 
vere aotfon 4>etween the Argentine and 
Riueilian squadrons, Mr Antlrew Lajjslie, 
second son of the late Rev. Mr Lapslie 
of Campsie, near Glasgow. 

— At Smiddyhaugh, John, son of John 
Buchanan of Smiddyliauglv 

•— At^Brighton, R. Ironmonger, Esq. 
M.P. for the borough of Stafford. 

— C harles Ilardinge, the infant son of 
Captain Menzies, IH, George Street. 

Here, Mr George Bristow, well 
known in the theatrical circles as a clown 
of considerable ability. * 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Jean Wilson, 
relict of Mr Alexander SimpSbn, mer- 
ch ant, Dundee. 

31. Lost off Rotterdam, by falling over- 
bo ard, Alexander, second son of Alexau- 
de r Deuchar, seal-engraver, Edinburgh. 

— At his residence, Bromley Lodge, 
Kent, Stewart Erskine, Esq. in the 75tli 
year of his age. 

— At her house, 30, Royal Circus, 
Edinburgh, Mrs Montgomery. 

William Pearson of Hajrvieston, 
aged 78. 

•—At Glasgow, Elizabeth, eldest daugh- 
ter of the late James Macintyre, Leith. 

AuotiST 1. At Demerara, IV^r Duncan 
Campbell, son of the late Neil Camp^ll 
of Knap, Esq. 

2. At Barrackpore, East Indies, the 
Honourable Captain Amherst, son of the 
Governor-General. 

— At Montreal, North America, Da- 
vid, second son of Alex. M^Gibbon, Esq. 
of Crawhill, town- clerk of Queensferry. 

— At his house, in South Street, Lon- 
don, the Earl of Winchelsea, K.G, in his 
47 th year. 

— At Windsor Street, Mary, eldest 
daughter of John Piper, Esq. of East 
Craigs. 

— At Edinburgh, Louisa Ryder, wife 
of Mr Ryder, of the Caledonian Theatre. 

4. John Lamb, Esq. younger of Tem- 
ple-hall. 

5. At her house, near Kirkaldy, ag^d 

88, Mrs Martha Whyt, third daughter 
of the late Robert Whyt, Esq. ^ 

— At his house, at Singleton Brook, 
near Manchester^ George Augustus Lee, 
Esq. of the house of Messrs Phillips and 
Lee, ** 

— At Langton House, Berwickshire, 


the Right Hon. Lady Elizabeth 
mother of the Countess of Breadalbtm^ 
and sister to the Earl of Xadderdale. 

5. At Edii^urgh, Mrs Margaret Doig, 
ife of Mr John Kenmore, merchant, 
dinburgh. 

— At 17, Ileriot Row, in his 51st. 
year, Kenneth Macleay, Esq. of New- 
qiore. 

^ — At Hermitage Place, Mrs Magda- 
lane Walker, wife of RicHd^d Scougall, 
Esq. oierchant, Leilh. 

6. At St Andrews, Mrs Heley Gard- 
ner, wife of Mr Williaih Thoms. 

— At Musselburgh, Marion liliza. aged 
14 months, youngest daughter Mf 
Matthew Weir, W.S. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Alison Swin- 
ton, wife of Dr John Maclean, physician, 

' — At MidJlefield House, Leith Walk, 
John Swan, Esq. late of Holehouse, Dum- 
fries- shire. , 

— At Edinburgh, aged 80, Mrs Eu- 
phan Honcynian, relict of George Tai- 
lor, Esq. of Thuro. 

7. At Duddingston, Eliza Bell Aitken, 
youngest daughter of Mr John Aitken, 
Gay field Square. 

— At Whim, CliarLtte Droz* Mont- 
gomery, the infant daughtei of Archibald 
Montgomery, Esq. # 

— At Innerleithen, Wilham Gilchrist; 
Esq. merchant, one of ’’the magistrates o^ 
the city of Edinburgh. 

8. At her brother's house, 4, Hermi- 

tage Place, Leith Links, Miss Dorothea 
M‘Kean, daughter of Mr And. McKean, 
2, York Place. , .. 

— At Greenbill, in the parish ^ Desk- 
ford, George Black, at the great age of 
ids years and.six months. 

— At Madras, Lieut. John Ogilvie 
Milne, of the 18th regiment native in- 
fantry, second son of Alexander George 
Milne, Esq. of London. 

9 . At Edinburgli) Adiian, fourth son 
of Lied tenant- General Sir John Hoi^, 
G C.H. 

. — At Edinburgh, Henrietta, daugh- 
ter of the late Hugh Crawfc:d, Esq, 
Greenock. 

10. At Balia ter^ dames Dicl^son, Esq. 
^^erchant in Montrose, aged 78. 

— At No. 8, Nicolson Street^ Jllarga- 
ret Boyd, wife of Mr William Moiri- 
sou. 



BIRTHS, MiRRlAGEg; kc. $ii 

At her house, in Fortli Street, aged 15. At her house, in Charlotte Street, 
AIiu Boyd, relict of Thomas Boyd, Ediijburgb, Mrs JVlargaret Moncrieffi te^ 
Esq. Dumfries. • lict of William Simpson, writer in CrU^ 

— * At Alornihgside, near Edinburgh, 16. At Allan Park, Stirling, Charleft 
wife ot* Mr George Pickard, mer-* Mercer, Esq. 

■^chant. South Bridge. — At Eyuiputh, aged 71, Miss Isabella 

— . At the Man&e of Anstruther Easter, Wightman. 

Altcfrew Johnstone, Esq. of Pittowie| — At Comely Bank, near Edinburgh, 
aged 82. • Miss Matilda Mary Downie Cullen, 

— George Ramsay, Esq. late of Inch- youngest daughter of Jas. Cullen, P'sq. 

rye. • * • 17. At Arbroath, Mr William Muir, 

11. At 116, George Street, Arclibald deputy- comptroller of his Majesty's Cus- 
C. Hop€, third s^n of Lieut.-General Sir toms at that fiort. 

John rio|m G.C H. — At Lugton, Miss Janet Pringle, 

• — -^at 60, George Street, Ann \Var- daughter#of the late James Pringle of 
rocli, ihe infant daughter of Dr Pursell. Bowland, Esq. 

— At Ayr, Lieut.- Colonel Robert Ca- 18. At Inner Levin, Fife, David An- 

meron, date of the Don. East India Com- derson. Esq. late examiner of his Ma- 
pany's seryce. • jesty's Customs, aged 87. 

^ At B&insfcrd, Mr Robert Maclaren, — At Salisbury Cottage, Elizabeth 
Buperhitendent bf smith work, Carron Jemima, infant daughter of Mr Douglas, 
iron works. * accountant of the Commercial Bank of 

— At Madras, William Douglas Bro- Scotland. 

dfc, second son of the late James Brodie, — At Lochore House, Fifcsliire, Mrs 
Esq. of Brodie. Isabella Elder Husband Baird, wife of 

12. At Aberdeen, Miss Jane Stewart, the vtry*Rev. Dr G. H. Baird, Principal 
si cond daiightiT of the late Mr John of the University of Edinburgh. 

Sti wai;tf, Prol’ess«r of Mathematics, Ma- — At Minto Street, Margaret IVIur- 
rUqJial ('ollege, Aberdeen. ray, daug^^ter of William Gordon, Esq. 

^ 1 , ^MMAt Spring Garden, Jamaica, 

Jam®5 Sowitr«raiI Bisset, son of Mr Adam • — At Alloa, Mr John MH.ellan, road- 
^isset, Leith. ^ ^ * • • contractor, and lute farmer at Auchin- 

— At Ayr, the Hon. Mrs Rollon baird. 

13. At his house, (fiijficld Square, Mr — At Bridge of Don, Mr George Ro- 
John Morren, late printer in Edinburgh. * bertson. 

— At sea, on his passage home from 19. At Paris, of a fever, occasioned by 

India, Mr James Mathie, son of Mr B?n- bathing whilst in a slate of perspiration, 
jamin Mktliie, writer, Glasgow. T. Palmer, Esq. formerly of the lllh dra- 

14-^ ift his apartments. No. 13; Rue goons. 

Koyalc, Paris, the Hon. Mr Basii Co^- — At his house, Westmoreland Place, 
rane. London, Benjamin Sword, Esq. formerly 

— At Balerno, Mr James Ker^. merchant, Glasgow. He has left be- ^ 

' — At 6, Howard Place, Jane, second quests to^the amount of I.<.3300 to the 

daughter of John llislop. Esq. surgeon, most important charitable insiitutions in 
London. ^ * • Glasgow, and L-1000 to the I^ondon 

— At Stead Place, I..eith Widk, Ro- Missionary Society, to be paid without 

b^t, the infant son of M^ John l^ter- deduction of duty, or any cliarge what- 
Bon. * . . €«%r. 

— AL Leith, David J. Boyd, fourth — At St Andrews, Miss Euphemia 

son of Mr John Boyd, junior, merchant Frazer, ^daughter of the late David Fra- 
thare. • • • zer. Esq. of Brigtdii. 

— At Hirkaldy, Mr Simon Dempstert 20. At Burntisland, Miss J. Gulland. 

merchant there. * — The Right Hon. Lady Sarah Na- 

— Kt Greenock, Mr James Findlater, pier, reli§t of the Hon. Colonel (horg^ . 

eldest son of Alexander Findlater, Esq. Napier, and daughter of Charles, the Wy 
Glasgow. • cond Duke of Richmond. 
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20. At Nassau, New Providence, Lieu- 
tenant Archibald Fraser, paymaster of 
the 2d West India regiment, formeiiy of 
the d2d Highlanders. 

21. At the Manse of Crieff, William, 
eldest son of the Rev. William Laing. 

— At Pitcairn, Jane Elder Willins, 
wife of the Rev. William Willins. 

— ^ At liondon, Mr Peter Morrison, of 
Philpot Lane, Fenchurch Street, Icattier- 
sellcr. 

— At his house, in Argyll Square, Dr 
John Barclay, for many veasrs an t minent 
teacher of anatomy, and a distinguished 
ornament of the medical schooVof Edin- 
burgh. 

-r- At Ann at Farm, near Fort Wil- 
liam, John Kennedy, Esq. some time of 
Grenada. 

22. At Morningside, while on furlough 
.from India in bad health, Lieut. William 

Grant, of the lion. East India Company’s 
service, aged 23, son of the late Alexander 
Grant, lisq. W.S. 

— At Naples, in his SOth year, the 
celebrated astronomer, PiaEzi, of the or- 
der of the Theolines, discoverer of the 
planet Ceres. 

— George Morgan, Esq. jun. of Kirk- 
aldy. He was shot in a duel with 
Landale, Esq. of the same place. 

2.3. At 1, Erskinc Place, Edinburgh, 
Airs Catherine Bruguicr, late of Ilod- 
desdon, Herts. 

— At Peebles, Air James Brydon, sur- 
geon. 

— At Rothesay, Geo. Alfred, young- 
est son of Lieut.- Colonel AI^Nciil. 

— At his house, Bridge Street, Glas- 
gow, Captain D. Alacarthur, late 100th 
regiment. 

— At Gorbals, Glasgow, Mr Alcxan- 
’der Campbell, aged oS. He was elder 
brother of the celebrated Air Thomas 
Campbell, the poet. 

— At Haddington, Sarah Fairbairn, 
wife of Air William Ferme, saddler. 

2t. At Slateford, Lieutenant Geojge 
Lawrence Robertson, on the half- pay of 
the Honourable East India Company’s 
service. « 

— • At Newington, Isabella Baxter, 
wife of Mr Jam& Bruce, hosier, Edin- 
burgh. , 

— At Camberwell, Surrt'y, Thomas 


Shortreed, Esq. procurator fiscal of^Aic 
county of Roxburgh. , ’ * 

2.5. At Southfield Cottage, Win* 

Esq. merchant in Leith. * 

26. At Dalzell House, John Fenton 
Hamilton, only son of A- J. Humlli^p, 
Esq. 

— - At his house in Hampsteadi^ ihe 
Hon. C. H. Hutchinson, who was re- 
turned for the seventh tim^ at the last 
.election, to serve i)* Parliament for the 
city pf Cork. 

27. At Edinburgh, AI^s Linds .y Dou- 
glas, youngest daughter of tjje la.e Coi. 
Wq|. Ann Douglas of Stratheiidrv 

— At Kirkwall, James, youngest son 
of Captain Balfour, royal navy, of El- 
wick. 

— At Dunkeld, Alajor Hugh Stewart, 
late of the 75th regiment^ * # 

— At Carbrook, Stiimpgshire, Aliss 
Ann Smith, eldest daughter of the de- 
ceased Rev. Archibald Smith, minister of 
Kinross. • 

2H. At Dalkeith, Samuel Paterson of 
liindsaylands, in the 84th year of his 
ago. 

29. At the house of )iis son. Dr John 
Aitkin, surgeon and lectiirqt<>P anatomy, 
^.^Ediriburgh, Mr Robert Aitkin, teri.Jy 
of Kirkpatrick Fleming,’ Dpm^ies-^iire^ 
^n the H2d year cf h^i^ge. 

— ^t his house, No. Queen Street, 
Captain Patrick Hunter, late of the lion. 
East India Company’s service. 

— At Port-au-Prince, Charles Gordon, 
Esq. vice-consul to the British govern- 
ment. ^ V. 

— .At St Andrews, Airs Duncllny^aged 
8?^ reljct of Mr John Duncan, tenant of 
Stdnywynd. ‘ 

31. At Edinburgh, Mrs Annahella Po- 
lok, relict of Gavin Ralston of Ralston, 
Esq, 

— At East Atoulsey, Lieut.- Colonel 
Archibald* Ross. * 

—V Near Bourdcaux, Anne, wife ^f 
Samuel Anddfson, Esq. 

At the Manse of Skins, the 
Rev. Dr George Pirie,cministef' of that 
paKsh, in the 66tli^ear of his age, ^nd 
S3d of his ministry. 

At Low Dunsforth, near Borough 
Bridge, Charles Stephenson, ag®102. 

— At his house, in Stratton Street, Pic- 
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Lpmlon^ the Hight Hon. Earl of 
Chichester/ one*of the Fostmasteis Ge« 

Seftcmber 1. Alexander Lumsdanef 
of Claremont, St Dorothy, Jamaica, 
*f?On pf Harry Lumsdane, Esq. of Bcl- 
h#iric, 

’ — jVt Buccicuch Place, IMrs Oli^ik 
Munro, wi^ of John Munro, Esq. late 
of the island of Granada. 

"2. At Hamburgh, on his way ^ Co- 
rcrihajieri, the celebrated Danish poet, J. 
Tlaggesen^well known in the literature 
,of llSjLCofmtry. 

3. At Boghead, AM Janet DurAam, 
wife of the Key. Alex. Weir. 

At Drayton, Buckinghamshire, after 
a very short illness, General^ir Harry 
Calvert, tfart,^ 

— • At Pof^ of Spain, Trinidad, Dr 
Jas. Anderson, fellow of the Uoyal Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

• 4*. At Dawson's Cottage, Miss Gregan, 
daughter of the late Gavin (tregan, Ksq. 
of Lockbank, Newabbey. 

— At Glammis, Miss Elizabeth Proc- 
^daughter of the late John Procter, 

* Esq. shgri^sufistitute of the shires of 
and^airii. 

5^ A tins fcoiiSk,^, Great King St; 

‘ Edmburgh, Heni^Vq^)df E?q. « 

— At Edinburgn, Tiiomas Grierson, 
Esq. W.S. • ^ 

,(). At Hammersmith, Colonel James 
Maitland, of the 8 Ith regiment. • 

— At Dunbar, Walter Simpson, Esq. 
roerclfct and ship owner^ aged years. 

7*«t the Palace, Idtchficld, *in the 
7(5 th year of his age, Sir Ch^^es Oaldey, 
liart. D.C.L. formerly (jWerno * of ma- 
dras. 

— At her house, in Forth Street, in 
hcr^Oth year, Mrs Helen Dunmore, re- 
lict of Hugh BlackbuAi, Esq. (Jlasgow. 

8. At Manchester, Jean •pjilrymple, 
youngest daughter of Wm. Cochr||ie An- 
derson, EstJ. royal horse jfrtillery. 

— At Edinburgh, Tftonoas Mannm, 
Et^q. ^^.S. andtoife of the depute clerks 

Session. ^ • • 

— A# Portobello, Tbos, Irvine ^mUh, 
Esq. of Smiddybum and Pettans. ^ 

^t the Manse of Kingarth, after a 
short illness, the Rev. Josepii Stuart, mi- 
nister of that parish, in th^29th year of 
iiis age, and sccont^ of his ministry. * 


10. At Edinburgh, Mrs Catherine Ross; 
relicA of Mr w alter Ferguson, late caia^ 
dlemakcr. 

— At his mother's house at Leslie, 
'William Malcolm, Esq. M.D. son of the 
deceased Sir John Malcolm of Bulbedic, 
Bart. • 

— At Kelso, Isabella Henderson, wife 
of Mr William Hewat, accountant. Com- 
mercial Bank nf Scotland, Kelso. 

— At Belfast, Mrs Alackay, wife of 
Mr AKxaiul^r Mackay, late proprietor of 
the Belfast News Letter. 

• 11. At l)is lodgings, Afarine Parade, 

Dover, after only two days' illness, the 
Right Hon. Robert Lord Gifford, Alaster 
of the Bolls, Diputy Speaker of the 
House of I.ords, tS:c. in his 48ih year. 
The learned lord's complaint was in- 
flammation of the bowels, or cholera mor- 
bus. 

— In the island of Jamaica, David 
Finlay of Ardoch, Esq. in the pariah of 
St Ann's. 

13. At Dewar's Mill, near St Andrews, 
Air James Tod, in the 9()th year of his 
age. 

— At Leith, Air Walter Bruce, mcr- 
cliant. ^ 

At Haddington, Air Robert Rough* 
lieadv'aged 87 years. 

— Airs Stewart of Sweethope, in her 
87 Ih jear. 

1 1. At F.dinburgh, Anne I.onisa, fourth 
daughter of J Jeutenant-Gcncral Sir John 
Hope, (J.C H. 

— At Kinross, Air John ATTIregor, 
forincrlyof Brechin, and late of the cus- 
toms, I.eith. 

1.5. At Burntisland, James Aiken, Esq. 
chief magistrate of that burgh. 

IG. Alaltat Captain Win. Forbcsfta 
eldest son of Sir William Forbes of Ph- 
sligo,! Bart. 

At Ediiffiurgb, Elizabeth Anne 
Todf daughter of Mr James Stormonth 
,fiarling, W.S. 

^ 17.* At Largo, Airs Durham of Largo, 
the lady of liieut.- General Durham. 

— At Hilton* near Inverkei thing, Air 
John Newton, merchant, Leith. 

— At Ayr, Air D&vid Gibson, tiija- 
surer o^that burgh. v 

— At Alussclburgh, Mrs Jean CoclP 
ranc, relict of Mr James Cowan, candied 
maker, Edinburgh. 
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It, A f Linlithgow, Mrs Joan Hender- 
soDi relict of Mr David PBtter, far^ner, 
Pieasance, East Lothian. 

— At Rankelllot Street, Edinburgh, 
Captain John Fraser, formerly of the 
42d Royal Highlanilers. > 

— At Edinburgh, Ann, eldest daugh-^ 
ter of Mr Alexander Ilowden, Scotland 
Street. • 

18. At his house, 8, East»ThistJ[e Street, 
Edinburgh, Mr John Blair. Hunter, aged 

— At Dalkeith, Robert John, young- 
est son of Dr Morison. 

— At Edinburgh, Mr Robt. Vaterson, 
saddler, 

19. At Islabank House, James Ogilvic, 
Esq. of Islabank. 

21. At Haughand Cottage, near Elgin, 
Mrs Catherine Forsyth, aged 57, wife of 
Mr J. Forsyth, bookseller in Elgin. 

22. At his house, Manchester Street, 

London, Lieut.. General .John Baillie, late 
of the Hon. East India Company’s Bom- 
bay establishment. , 

-—At 132, Prince’s Street, Thomas 
Martin, Esq. writer, Edinburgh. 

23. At Monte Grande, South America, 
Mr Dav. Anderson, Athelstano^ord, East 
Lothian. 

21.. At Musselburgh, Mrs Sarah. Fal- 
coner, relict of John Taylor, A.M. rector 
of the grammar sctiool. 

25. At Forfar, Lieut. John Stevenson, 
R.X. 

— At Lausanne, of aneurism of the 
heart, the Ex- Queen of Sweden. 

— At Primrosehill, Berwickshire, Mr 
Robert Dudgeon. 

2G. At London, Major Walter JoUie, 
of the Madras native infantry. 

,, — At Kingsbride, Devon, Henrietta 
Augusta, widow of Captain Archibald 
Campbell. f 

— At Kingston, Upper Canada,^fi?ep- 
ly regretted by his congregation, the- Rev. 
John Barclay, minister of the Presby te- 
rian Church there, son of the Ilev. 
Barclay, minister of Kettle, Fife. 

27. At St i^etersburjjh, of thci typhus* 
fever. Lady Porter, wife of Sir Robert 
Ker Porter, his Majesty’s consul at Ca- 
ificcas. 

• * — At his seat, Gisburnc PSrk, near 
; Sjeipton in Craven, in his 72d year, the 
flight Hon. Lord Ribblesdale, 


28. At Leith, Mr James rouoic, mew 
chant. • 

— At Aberdeen, Andrew Davidson, 
{Esq. advocate. " 

— At Baltic Street, Leith, Miss Aitk^jlt^ 

29r In the Canongate, John Macdo- 
nald, aged above 111 years *• . 

4^0. At St Andrews, Mrs Methven. * 

Dgtober. At Kaira, Presidenev of 
Bombay, Robert Anderson, ?Esq. of the 
East India Company’s civil service, young- 
est s(#i of the laje Mr SjjmuerAi^ilerson, 
Moredun. », « 

— At the College of MoHiev^ers,] 
nesif Havre de Grace, Archibald BUcha- 
n^n, second son of William Buchanan, 
Esq. 

1. At No, % Fyfe Place, Leith* Walk, 
Mrs Ranken, relict of JMr FrAncis 
ken. m ^ 

— At Southampton, Major-General 
Wm. Fawcett, Governor of Limerick. 

— At North Berwick, Mrs WiUetl, 
widow of John W^illett, Esq. of Stoke, 
Devon. 

— Suddenly, of apoplexy, at Inver- 
keithing, Mr Robert Dykes, m^ter .pf 
the Lazaret, and acting comptroller 
the customs. ‘ 

At Poona, Li^t., Walter Stewart,* 
of the,.24.th rQgim,eiit;jiSj>mbay dativ^ in-‘ 
fantry, son of the fete Charles Stewart, ^ 
Esq. ' 

3. At Ormiston Lodge, East Lothian, 
‘Mrs Agnes Wight, of Arthur Street, 
Edinburgh, in the 7 8th year of her age- 

4. dlobert, fourth and younge^son of 
the late HughY<eslic, Esq. of Po^Sg 

^ At C^V''gow, Mrs Jane Buchanan, 
wile of Willis^ii^ Waddell, Esq. writer. 

— At his house, Rosemount, Peter 
Wood, Esq. late merchant in Leith, in 
the 78th year of his age. 

5. At Skelraui^i George Russel, Esq 

W.S. ^ ■ 

— (it Bantelu, Hanover, the Russian 
GeiivTal Count V. Benningsem. His abir 
iit# and valour dn the war in Poland ob- 
tained him brilliant rewards ; fought 
the celebrated battjfs of Eyiau and Fri^ 
l^uin 1806 ; and, irf 1813, he cqminaiia- 
e? army in Poland, and took a con- 
spicuous part in the battle of 'Laipsic. 
At the peace he settletl in his native coutw 
try, and dM in the bosom of his family, 
%ged 8K 
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"V.5. At IKngston, Jamaica, Jas. Grant, 
iSi#: surviving co-partner of Messrs Jas. 
and Charles Granl;, many years respecU 
able merchants-4n that city. 

^ 8. At ifdinburgh, Mrs Margaret Coul« 

. Vridow of William Coulter, Es^ for- 
•inefly Lord Provost of the city of Edjn« 
bivgli. 

* — At 11, Dundas Street, Patrick M^i 
klcjohn of Scotland. 

— The infant sqp of Major-General, 
the Hon. P.,Stuai; |. • 

9. At^outhlamj^taff^l|arles Mills; Esq. 
the celebirated historian.^k 
‘ ^t lifr house, in Shahdwick Place, 
Sophi^Hcnrietta Wharton, ^fth dailfeh- 
ter of William, Earl of Fife, and widow 
of Tlioinas Wharton, Esq. one of his 
Majelty’^s ComiMtSIloners irf* ^cj^ in 
Sco^ldnd.^ I* 

' — ^At CatiXerwell, London, Mary, 
youngest daughter of Mr James Sefon, 
Seton House, East- Lothian. 

JO. At Edinburgh, Isabella Heron, in- 
fant daughter of Dr Macaulay, North St 
David Street. 

11. At Balgray Hill, near Glasgow, 
Alexander, aged 5 years, youngest son of 
Mj^Xmi ibald h^fe. Weekly Chronicle 

^^^^At Newtoi^l^Iqfise, Ayr, the 
WilliSm Pt‘cbfes, iVt ij? tbc 75th .year^ 
9f his age, and 49th oTlns ministry. 

* — In London, Isobeljlarclay, wffe of 
the Rev. William Fortesque, rector of 
George Xympton and \ /ear Gifford, and 
daughter ot thc late James Christie, E^^. 
of Duri^^’ifeshire. ^ ^ 

^ y2. J»sAsnc8ttIome,youngestdaugh- 

ter of the late IVir Ge orgej h^e, baktr 
in Edinburgh. • j 

— William, eldest son of Mr Thomas 
Stevenson, general agent,, Milne Square. 

13. At Bankhouse, Troqueer, George 
Gillespie, Esq. of Wind 3 tnills. 

1 4. Suddenly, at Lmidon, MPC;^niior, 

of llovent Garden theatre. V 

15. At Hawick, Mrs Dicksin of IIou^ 

byers. ** ^ 

At flomrie, ^bt Rev. Samuel Gil- 
fillan, minister of the ynited Associate 
Con^egatipn there, in the 64th yea^j^f^ 
bis age, and 56th of his ministry. 

16. M Bondon, IMr George Proudfoot, 
formerly candiemaker at Leith.^ 


16. At London, William Shanks, Esq. 
late of CalciUta. 

At Katnobank, George Veitch, 
of Rathobauk, writer to the signet. 

— At 7, Howe Street, the infant soti 
of Mr Alexander. 

— At her Ifouse, Buccleuch Place, Mra 
Margaret Scott, relict of the Rev, Roger 
Moodie, minister of IMonyineal. 

At his house, 1, Heriot Row, on 
the lotliicuft. Teter Spalding, Esq. for- 
merly of Calcutta, aged 68. Sir Spalding 
was a native of Edinburgh, ,aiut when 
young went out to India, where he rea- 
lized a coysiderablc fortune the whole of 
which he has conveyed to the directors 
of the Royal Institution for the encou- 
ragement of the Fine Arts in Scotland, 
for the support of decayed and superan- 
nuated associated artists connecteu with 
that institution. 

17. At Edinburgh, the Rev. Dr Geo. 
Wright, one of the ministers of Stir- 
ling. 

— At Rothesay, Alexander AI ‘Learn, 
Esq. late* Lieutenant-Colonel of the Hd 
West India regiment. 

— At Ruby Cottage, David Lyall, Esq, 
W.S. eldist son of Alexander Lyall, Esq. 
co mpt^r ollef of the customs, AbcTdcen. 

Ah London, Mr John Chartcris, 
slflpowwlcr, of Leith. 

18. IMr Robert Tweedie, youngest son 
of the deceased Mr Alexander Tweedie, 
late in Dreva. 

* — At 19, London Street, Mrs Rich- 
ard Gardner. 

19. At Paris, aged 67, the celebrated 
tragedian. Talma. He preserved all his 
intellectual faculties to the last hour of 
his life. He felt no pain, and complained 
only of having a cloud before his eyes. 

— At ^’^halebalik, NewWiiveii, Mrs 
Alargarej^ockhart, relict of Wm. Lock- 
hart, wijtcr in Edinburgh. , 

— y I.eith, Mr Alexander Patison, 
mejelymt there, eighth and youngest son 
of Jlr^late Mr John Patison, town-clerk 
of'neitKf 

20. At Campbelton, CharKw Rowatt, 
surgeon, in hi# 95th year, 

21. At the Manse of Uothiemay, tk 
Rev. Dr James Simmie, &iaister of that 
parish. ^ 

— At Dumfries, David Staig, Esq. fur 


kr " 
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several yeats chief ntagistrate of that 

^^l. At her house* 10, Hope Street, 
Miss Hill, daughter of the late Jas. Hill, 
Esq. sen. Glasgotv. 

— At Uotherhithe, T.on^on, of typhus 
fever, caught in the^lischafce of his pro- 
fessional duty, JMr John BeVeridge, late 
assistant-surgeon of the Uoyal Geprge 
East Indiaman. , » 

’ At his house, Inverleith^ Road, 
Charles Hay, Esq. 

— At Edinburgh, Charleif Tawse, Esq. 
writer to the signet. # 

— In the Kew Road, London, Mrs 
Eliasa Forbes, wife of Lieut.- Gen. Bciija- 
mhC Forbes. 

— At Rotterdam, James Gibson, Esq* 
merchant there. 

Si. At Geneva, the Hon. and Rev. 
Robert Samuel Leslie Melville, fourth 
son of Alexander, late Earl of Lcven and 
Melville. 

S5. At Dunfermline, Miss Isabella 
Sutherland, second daughter of the late 
John l^utherlan<l. Esq. of Westfcr, in the 
county of Caithness*. 

At Perth, Mr Grorge Whitehead, 
teacher of modern languages ig the Perth 


29. At her house, Lpriestdn ' 

Airs Alarion Bradfuto, widow of the Rev* 
Jjpnes Bradfute, curate hf^AIarket Beep* 
ihg, in the county of Lincoln. 

® 30. At Calais, on his return to Eng^^ 
land Augustus Donaldson, Esq. com-T 
milder in the royal navy. 

4 At Pathhead, Fife, Mrs Thonfas 
^omson, relict of the Rev. Thomaa 
Thomson, minister there. # 

• — Kingston, IJSbert Hamilton, Esq^ 
late lIamilton*8>Jlfi:^aica.l • 

31. At Barry'-^^IIoteh^dinbur^h, St^, 
phen Shairp, his Britannii^Mau*sty a 
Coi^sul- General at St Petersburg. ^ 

— At hfri house, Dysart, Capt. John 
Keddie of Uedhouse, late master attend- 
ant, Madras. ^ 

Yorki Kir Jol^i Patrick, 
merchant there, second jgui of the Fate, 
John Patrick, Esq. of Tjearne,* Ayr- 
shire. 

— At Blackheath, Eleanor Henrietta 
Victoria, daughter and only child of £tie 
Right lion. iK J. Robinson. 

Lately, At Ava, Mr George Suther- 
land, officer on board the Alexander, Com- 
pany's ship, and son of the late*€hp^^it,. 
George Sutherland, of the^f-i^l Lie 


academy. ^ a . i^^^ad been taken prison^ by tiiB*,BdfTwiRSij^ 

— At Clifton, Alartin Whisji. Esq. afon^g >vith a boat'?&^cr( w, when watering 


late chairman of the Board of Ex<iisc. 

— At Edinburgh, the infant son of Ro- 
bert Eckford, Esq. 

27. At London, Mr Aldennan Alag-* 
. naV, an eminent stationer in the metro- 
^ pofis. He recently filled the office of 
Lord Mayor, and was highly respected as 
a magistrate and a citizen. 

— At Bellevue Place, near Linlith- 
gow, Dr William Crawford of Littleton. 


%on that coa^, andCured during his con# 
finChjent. 

— At South will, aged 97, the Rev. W, 
Law, vicar of Dui:Jiain and vicar of Kftce- 
Eall. He Jiad held the former living 70 


yffo,TS, and the latter 66. 

-^At Ills htmse, Vanh"”:ry Pli 
Air George? L^itterson. He had 


f, Lr .h, 

"cl:, 'ft’i 


At 


No. 5, Pvlrig Street, Hugh 
Keoch, Esq> late of Forth Banl;. 

— At No. 2, Surgeon SquarV, Agnes 
Hum>e, youngest daugjiter of Al*.' 
Lockhart. f 

* At Mount Marie, near RoslinVCap- 

«-v -KM -jP XT. - 


3^ars^n4fis ^\^i93t3's naval service, and 
was masters the Venerable, Lord Dun- 
can s flag- ship, in the memorable action 
off' Camperclown. 

— At Cupar-^Angus, Air James? ShaWj 
stationer* Hill S?qqare, Edinburgh. 

November I. Of typhus fevtr, in^the 
3j^ year qf his age, AIi; Thrift Scott 
tain Duucan Macrae, late of t^e' >. |ariner at Barnyards of Dalgaty, and prh^ 
Rangers. "prietor of tne Alpuntblairy gdistiliery 

— At 2,^BeRevue Crescent, William Banff'sliire, . * 

Edmonstoune, secondfBon of Afr Rutlier- 
Jiwd of the Cus^ms. 

At the Alanse of Borthwick, Alie*: 
f Wright. 

* — At Dunse, Alexander Christie, Esq. 

.♦‘of Grucldykes. 


*2. At Carlislef Mr Francis Jollic,^ro 
^^tor of the Carlisle Jeurnaf. 

At Comely Green, AIrn Jianual 
Broughton, wife of Thomas Feat, Esq 
writer tOjthQ signet. 

» 3. At Dltth ton, Perthshire, (after be 








